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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

FROM THE OPSKnrO OF TBI WAB WITH BPAIN TO THE BATTLE OF 

TBAFALOAB. JAK.~OCT. 1806. 



1. "The world," said Napoleon, 
" believe me the enemy of peace ; but 
1 most fulfil my destiny. I am forced 
to combat and conquer in order to pre- 
serve. Tou must accomplish some- 
thing new every three months in order 
to captivate the French people. With 
them, whoever ceases to advance is 
loBt" Continual prog^ress, fresh suc- 
cessions of victories, unbounded glory, 
were the conditions on which he held 
the throne. He knew well that, the 
moment these failed, his authority 
would begin to decline. With him, 
therefore, constant wars and evident 
advances towards universal domi- 
nion, were not the result merely of 
individual ambition, or dictated by 
an insatiable desire to extend the 
boundaries of France ; thev were the 
necessary consequence of ue circum- 
stances in which he was placed, and 
the temper of the times in which he 
lived. They arose inevitably from a 
military conqueror arriving at the su- 
preme direction of a nation, when it 
was heated by the pursuit of revolu- 
tionary ambition. As this system, 
however, required a continual sacri- 
fice of the rights and interests of other 
nations, in order to feed the vanity 
and gratify the passions of one, it in- 
volved in itself, like every other irrsgu- 
lar indulgence, whether in nations or 
individuals, the principles of its own 
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destruction. He fell at last, not be- 
cause he opposed, but because he 
yielded to, the evil spirit of his times ; 
because, instead of checking, he fan- 
ned the flame of revolutionary ambi- 
tion converted by his genius into that 
of military conquest ; and continually 
advanced before a devouring fire, 
which precipitated him in the end 
upon the snows of Russia and the 
rout of Waterloo. 

2. But although well aware that it 
was on such penloua conditions, and 
such alone, that he held the throne, 
no man knew better than Napoleon 
the importance of concealing their ex- 
istence from the eyes of mankind, and 
representing himself as compelled, on 
every occasion, to take uparms in order 
to defend the dignity or independenoe 
of the Empire. It was his general po- 
licy, accordingly, when he perceived 
that unceasing encroachments during 
peace had roused a general spirit of re- 
sistance to his ambition, and that a 
general war was inevitable, to make 
proposals of accommodation to the 
most inveterate of his enemies, in order 
to gain the credit of moderate in- 
tentions, and throw upon them the 
odium of actually commencing hos- 
tilities. In pursuance of this B3rstem, 
he was no sooner convinced, from 
the turn which his diplomatic rela- 
tions with Russia and Sweden had 
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taken, that a third coalition was ap- 
proaching, than he made pacific over- 
tnres to the English gOTomment. His 
letter on this subject, addressed, ac- 
cording to his custom, to the King of 
England in person, was of the follow- 
ing tenor : — 

3. " Sire, my brother, — Called to the 
throne by Providence and the suf- 
frages of the senate, the people, and 
the army, my first feeling was the de- 
sire for peace. France and England 
abuse their prosperity : they may con- 
tinue their strife for ages ; but will 
their goyemments, in so doing, fulfil 
the most sacred of the duties which 
they owe to their people ? And how 
will they answer to their consciences 
for so much blood uselessly shed, and 
without the prospect of any good what- 
eyer to their subjects? I am not 
ashamed to make the first advances. 
I have, I flatter myself, sufficiently 
proved to the world that I fear none 
of the chances of war. It presents no- 
thing which I have occasion to fear. 
Peace is the wish of my heart; but 
war has never been adverse to my glory. 
I conjure your Majesty, therafore, 
not to refuse yourself the satisfaction 
of giving peace to the world. Never 
was an occasion more fistvourable for 
calming the passions, and giving ear 
only to the sentiments of humanity 
and reason. If that opportunity be 
lost, what limit can be assigned to a 
war which all my efforts have been un- 
able to terminate ? Tour Majesty has 
gained more during the last ten years 
than the whole extent of Europe in 
riches and territory : your subjects are 
in the very highest state of prosperity : 
what can you expect from a war f 
To fonn a coalition of the Conti- 
nental powers ? Be assured the Con- 
tinent will remain at peace. A coa- 
lition will only increase the strength 
and preponderance of the French 
empire. To renew our intestine di- 
visions ? The times are no longer the 
same. To destroy our finances f Si- 
nances founded on a flourishing agri- 
culture can* never be destroyed. To 
wrest from France her colonies? They 
are to her only a secondary oonsidera- 
tion; tfid your Majesty has already 



enough and to spare of those posses- 
sions. Upon reflection you must^ I 
am persuaded, yomself arrive at the 
conclusion, that the war is maintained 
without an object ; and what a melan- 
choly prospect for two great nations 
to combat merely for the sake of fight- 
ing I The world is surely laige enough 
for both to live in ; and reason has still 
sufficient power to find the means of 
reconciliation, if the inclination only 
is not wanting. I have now at least 
dischaxged a duty dear to my heart. 
May your Majesty trust to the sin- 
cerity of the sentiments which I have 
now expressed, and the reality of my de- 
sire to give the most convincing proofs 
of it ! '^ 

4. The forms of a representative gov- 
ernment would not permit the King 
of England to answer this communica- 
tion in person; but Lord Mulgrave, 
the minister for foreign affidrs, on the 
14th January, addressed the follow- 
ing answer to M. Talleyrand : — ** His 
Britannic Majesty has received the let- 
ter addressed to him by the chief of 
the French government. There is no- 
thing which his Majesty has more at 
heart than to seize tiie first opportuni- 
ty of restoring to his subjects the bless- 
ings of peace, provided it is founded 
upon a basis not incompatible with 
the permanent interests and security 
of his dominions. His Majesty is per- 
suaded that that object cannot be at- 
tained but by arrangements which 
may at the same time provide for the 
future peace and security of Europe, 
and prevent a renewal of the dangers 
and misfortimes by which it is now 
overwhelmed. In conformity vrith 
these sentiments, his Majesly feels 
that he cannot give a more specific an- 
swer to the overture which he has re- 
ceived, imtil he has had time to com- 
municate with the Continental powers, 
to whom he is united in the most con- 
fidential manner, and particularly the 
Emperor of Russia, who has given the 
strongest proofis of the wisdom and 
elevation of the sentiments by which 
he is animated, and of the lively in- 
terest which he takes in the security 
and independence of Europe." 

5. This reply, which in a manner 
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diadoaed the ezistenoe of a coalition 
against France^ or at least of negotia- 
tions teodlBg to aoch an end, com- 
pletely answered the purpose of Kapo- 
leon. It both revealed to the subjects 
of his empire the necessity of extensiTe 
armaments, and gave them an oppor- 
tunity of comparing what they deemed 
the pacific intentions and moderation 
of the Emperor with the projects of 
ambition which were entertained by 
the coalesced sovereigns. The press, 
which in his hands, as it invariably 
does in the hands of eveiy despotic 
power, whether military or popular, 
had become the most terrible and slav- 
ish instrument in benighting mankind, 
resounded with declamations on the 
forbearance and wisdom of the youth- 
ful conqueror. The real causes of the 
war — the occupation of Italy, the in- 
vasion of (Germany, the subjugation of 
Switzerland — were studiously kept out 
of view; the encroachments of the 
Allies, the ambition of kings, the lust 
of the coalition, alone were referred to. 
Public opinion, formed on the only 
aiguments the people were permitted 
to hear, prepared unanimously to sup- 
port the ruler of France, in the fiim 
belief that in so doing they were not fol- 
lowing out any projects of offensive am- 
bition, but preparing only for the main- 
tenance of domestic independenca 

6. This general delusion was increas- 
ed by the eloquent and seducing ex- 
pressions in which Napoleon addrassed 
himself to the legidative body at the 
opening of the session in the close of 
the year 1804. " Princes, magistrates, 
soldiers, citizens ! " said he, '' we have 
all but one object in our several de- 
partments — the interest of our country. 
Weakness in the executive is the great- 
est of all misfortunes to the people. 
Soldier, or First Consul, I have but one 
thought: Emperor, I have no other 
object — ^the prosperity of France. / do 
not wish to inereaae U» terrUory, but I 
am retohed to fnaintain its integrity, 
1 have no desire to augment the in- 
fluence which we possess in Europe; 
but I will not permit what we enjoy to 
decline. No state shaU be inoorporated 
with our empire ; but I will not sacrifice 
my rights, or the ties which unite us 



to other states." Such were the ex- 
pressionB by which he blinded the eyes 
of his subjects at the very time that 
he was taking measures, as the event 
showed, for tiie incorporation of the 
Ligurian republic with France, and the 
progressive extension of its dominion 
over the Ecclesiastical States and the 
whole Italian peninsula. No man ever 
knew so well as Napoleon how, by the 
artful use of alluring expressions, to 
blind his people to tiie reality of the 
projects which he had in view ; none 
ever calculated so successfully upon 
the sU^t recollection, and exclusive 
attention to present objects, which have 
ever characterised that volatile people; 
and none ever so successfully practised 
the great art of revolutions, to rouse ef- 
fort by the language of generosity, and 
apply it to the purposes of selfishneasL 
7. This session of the legislative body 
was distinguished by an important step 
in French finance, highly characteristio 
of the increased wisdom and milder 
administration by which that great de- 
partment was now governed. This was 
the commencement of the system of 
indirect taxation, and the consequent 
diminution of that enormous load of 
direct burdens which, amidst all the 
declamations of the revolutionists, had 
been laid during the preceding convul- 
sions upon the Frendi people. It has 
been already mentioned, that the ter- 
ritorial burdens of France, during the 
progress of the Revolution, had become 
enormous ; the land-tax amountmg to 
a full fifth of the whole profit derived 
from cultivation by the nation, and the 
inequality in the distribution of this 
burden being so excessive, that in many 
places the landowners paid thirty, forty, 
fifty, and even eighty percent on their 
incomes. The enoimity of the evil at 
length attracted the attention of the 
Emperar, and his sagacious mind at 
once perceived the superiority of taxes 
on consumption, wMch, confounded 
with the price of the articles on which 
they were laid, were hardly felt as a 
grievance, over an enormous direct 
payment from the proprietors to the 
government, which fell with excessive 
and intolerable severity upon a parti- 
cular class of society. Under his aus- 
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picesi accordingly, a Bystem of indirect 
taxes was orgamsed, under the name 
of Droits lUunit, which soon came to 
form an importimt branch of the pub- 
lic reyenue.* In the yery first year, 
though their amount was yery incon- 
siderable, they enabled the goyemment 
to diminish the territorial impost by 
1,200,000 francs, or £48,000. The re- 
yenue, as laid before the Chambers, 
though not a faithful picture, exhibited 
a progressiyeincrease in all itsbranches, 
and enabled the Emperor, without any 
loans, with the assistance only of the 
great contributions leyied on Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, and other alUed states, 
to meet the yast and increasing ex- 
penses of the year. On the 31st De- 
cember, a flattering exposition of the 
situation of the Empire was laid before 
the chambers by M. Champagny, the 
minister of the interior,' and the in- 
tention annoimced of effecting consti- 
tutional changes in the Italian and 
Batayian republics, similar to that re- 
cently completed in the French em- 
pire. The splendid picture which these 
representations drew of the internal 
prosperity of France gaye rise to the 
eulogium on Napoleon, which acquired 
a deseiTed celebrity at the time : — 
*' The first place was yacant : the most 
worthy was called to fill it : he has only 
dethroned anarchy." 

8. Eyents of still greater moment 
were announced to the British parlia- 
ment in the speech from the throne ; and 
the negotiations which then took place 
were of the greater importance that 
they formed the basis on which, at the 
conclusion of the war, the arrangements 
at the Congress of Vienna were mainly 
formed. From the ground then taken 
Great Britain, amid all the subsequent 

* The income of Franoe during the year 
1804 was eighteen millions of francs higher 
than in 1803, and was as follows:— 

Frmnet. £> 

Direct taxes, . . 313,749,000 orl2,550,000 
Register^ . . 198,584.000 •• 7,960,000 
Customs, . . 41,486,000 " 1,700,000 
Excise, first year, 3,896,000 " 156,000 

Post-office, . 10,471,000" 420.000 

Lottery, . . 16,668,000 " 660,000 

Salt-tax, . . 8,220,000" 130,000 



688,062,000 or 23.566,000 
—Duo SK Gabta, i. 804. 



yicissitudes of fortune, neyer for one mo- 
ment sweryed. In the speech from ihe 
throne,the King of England obseryed: — 
" I haye receiyed pacific oyertures from 
the chief of the French goyemment, 
and haye in consequence expressed my 
earnest desire to embrace the first op- 
portunity of restoring the blessings of 
peace, on such grounds as may be con- 
sistent with the permanent interest and 
safety of my dominions ; but these ob- 
jects are closely connected with the 
general peace of Europe. I haye, there- 
fore, not thought it right to enter into 
any more particular explanation with- 
out preyious communication with those 
powers on the Continent with whom I 
am engaged in confidential intercourse 
and connection with a yiew to that im- 
portant object, and especially the Em- 
peror of Russia, who has giyen the 
strongest proofs of the wise and digni- 
fied sentiments with which he is ani- 
mated, and of the warm interest which 
he takes in the safety and independence 
of Europe." 

9. It was not without foundation 
that Mr Pitt thu s publicly announ ced the 
formation of politicalconnectionswhich 
eyidently pointed to a third coalition. 
His ardent mind had long perceiyed, in 
the coldness which had taken place be- 
tween France and Russia, and the al- 
most open rupture with Sweden, the ele- 
ments from which to frame a powerful 
confederacy against that formidable 
empire ; and considerable progress, 
through his indefatigable efforts, had 
been made, not only in arranging the 
basis of such a confederacy, but in ob- 
taining the co-operation of the power 
whose aid was indispensable to its suc- 
cess — the cabinet of Vienna. Assured 
at length of the friendly disposition 
of the Austrian goyemment, notwith* 
standing the caution and reserye which, 
from their exposed situation, they were 
compelled to adopt, Mr Pitt^ four days 
after the meeting of parliament, pre- 
sented a confidential communication to 
the Russian ambassador in London, in 
which the basis of the principles of the 
coalition was distinctly laid down. It 
was proposed — 1. To reduce France to 
its former limits, such as they were 
before the Reyolution. 2. To make^ in 
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regaid to the oountries reecofid from 
France, sach ammgementB asj^wbile 
they provide in the beat possible man- 
ner for the happineas and rights of 
their inhabitants, may at the same time 
form a powezfbl bamer against it in 
fdtore, and for this purpose to inoor* 
porate the Low Countries with Prus- 
sia; 3. To unite the kingdom of Etruria 
to Tuscany, restore Lombardy to Aus- 
tria, and annex Qenoa to the kingdom 
of Piedmont; 4. To take measures for 
establishing a system of public rig^t 
throughout Europe. " The first of 
these objects," continues the note, " is 
certainly the one which the views of 
his Majesty and of the Emperor (of 
Russia) would wish to be established, 
without any modification or exception; 
and nothing less can completely satisfr 
the wishes which they have formed for 
the security and independence of Eu- 
rope." The co-operation of Austria 
was alluded to in the same document ; 
for it goes on to state — ** His Majesty 
perceives with pleasure, from the secret 
and confidential communicationswhich 
your Excellency has transmitted, that 
the views of the court of Vienna are 
perfectly in accordance with this prin- 
ciple, and that the extension which 
iluit court desires can not only be ad- 
mitted with safety, but even cai'ried 
farther with advantage to the common 
cause." 

10. But it is worthy of especial no- 
tice, that, even in this secret and con- 
fidential note, there is not a hint of 
either I'educing the ancient limits of 
France, or imposing a government on 
it contrary to the wishes of its inha- 
bitants ; an instance of moderation in 
nations, suffering at the moment so 
severely from l£e ambition of that 
country, which is in the highest degree 
remarkable, and i*endered the confe- 
deracy worthy of the glorious success 
which ultimately attended its exertions. 
The note, indeed, is the noblest monu- 
ment of the prophetic wisdom, as well 
as impartial justice, with which Mr 
Pitt conducted the war against the 
Revolution. It is truly wonderful to 
see that great statesman thus early 
tracing the outline of the general policy 
of the great coalition which, ten years 



afterwaids, eflfected the deliverance of 
Europe; and it is a m^norable instance 
of national peraeverance as well as 
moderation, to behold the same objecta 
unceasio^y punned by his successors, 
during ten yeare of the most violent 
08ci]lati<Hi8 of fortune^ and no severer 
terms at length imposed upon the van- 
quished than had been agreed to by 
their oonquerora in the outset of the 
strife, and at the highest point of the 
enemy's elevation.* 

11. Diplomatic relations of a friendly 
character had already taken {dace be- 
tween the cabinet of St Peterabnrg 
and that of Berlin. So early as 24th 
May 1804, the latter, alarmed at the 
rapid strides of France in the north of 
Qermany, had concluded a secret con- 
vention with the former, by which it 
was stipulated that so long as the First 
Consul limited himself to 30,000 men 
in the north of Germany, the two courta 
should remain quiescent ; but if other 
states in the neighbourhood should be 
invaded, they should unite their forces 
and act in concert for the common de- 
fence. But the death of the Duke 
d'Enghien produced warmer feelings, 
and rapidly led to a disposition towards 
a coalition in the northern courta, 
though the long-established jealousy of 
Prussia still marred the conclusion of 
a lasting alliance. A treaty was con- 
cluded between Russia and Sweden, 
for the avowed purpose of " maintain- , 
ing the balance of power in Euix>pe, 
and providing for the independence of 
Germany." Immediately afterwards, 
a Russian corps disembarked in Pome- 
rania, to act in conjunction with the 
SwecQsh forcea This treaty proved a 
source of jealousy and disquietude to 
the Prussian cabinet, and the diplo- 
matic relations between Berlin and St 
Petersburg soon assumed a spirit of 
hostility, which augured little good to 
the confederacy which England was 
striving to bring about between the 
great powers of Europe. Count Win- 
zingerode was in consequence despateh- 
ed to Berlin by the Emperor Alexander, 
to endeavour to induce the Prussian 
cabinet to enter into the designs of 
England and Russia; but notwithstand- 
* See Ap]>eadix A, Chap, zzxiz. 
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ing the leaning of Baron Haidenbeig, 
its chief minister, and the infloence of 
the Queen, the old jealousy of Austria 
still preTaHed, and Prussia persisted in 
that evident partialitj to the French 
alliance which was destined to be re- 
warded by the catastrophe of Jena and 
partition of Tilsit. 

1 2. The supplies voted in the British 
parliament for the service of the year 
amounted to no less than £44,559,521 
of war taxes, for the United Kingdom 
of Qreat Britain and Ireland, exclusive 
of £4,534,000, as separate charges, 
for England, besides £28,082,000 as 
permanent expenses, making a total of 
£77,125,521 yearly expenditure. The 
ways and means, including a loan of 
£20,000,000, amounted to £48,992,000 
for Great Britain, and £3,500,000 for 
Ireland, besides a permanent revenue 
for both countries of £82,381,000 ; in 
all, £79,873,000.* The new taxes im- 
posed to meet the interest of the- loan 
were no less than £1,560,000, consist- 
ing chiefly of additions to the salt-duty, 
to the postage of letters, to the legacy 
duty, and to those levied on horses em- 
ployed in husbandry, or in agricultural 
operations. 

18. The disturbed state of Ireland 
again rendered the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act indispensable, which 
accordingly passed both houses by a 
very large majority. Indeed, the con- 
, tinned anarchy of that beautiful island 
now began to spread among the 
thoughtful and observant in Great 
Britain a mournful conviction, which 
subsequent events have abundantly 
justified, that its people either had not 
received from nature tiie character, or 
had not reached by industry the stage 
of civilisation, requisite for the safe en- 
joyment of a firee constitution; and 
that the passions consequent on the 
exercise of its powera would perman- 
ently distract its ihhabitants, and deso- 
late' its surface. But though these 
views were beginning to spread among 
the thoughtful few, they took no root 
among the thoughtless many : party- 
spirit fastened on Ireland as the best 
field whereon to achieve its triumphs ; 
all the chief attacks on the ministry 
* See Appendix B, Chap. »Txfy. 



began to be directed through its con- 
cerns^ and, like the Debatable Land 
between England and Scotland in 
former days, it was in oonsequenoe 
subjected to a species of government 
distracted by passions utterly fatal to 
lasting prosperity. In this session of 
parliament also, the report of the select 
committee upon the teoith and eleventh 
naval reports was printed, in regard to 
the treaauryship of the navy under the 
management of Lord Melville — ^pro- 
ceedings upon which the spirit of party 
immediately fastened with more than 
usual acrimony, and which were sub- 
sequently made the means of e£fecting 
the overthrow of the statesman who 
had elevated the British navy from a 
state of unexampled dilapidation to the 
highest point of its triumph and glory. 
14. The grounds of this charge 
against Lord Melville, which is a 
matter of more importance in the do- 
mestic history of Britain than in the 
general transactions of Europe, were, 
Isty That he had applied the public 
money to other uses llian those of the 
navy departments under his control, 
in violation of an express act of pai*- 
liament; and, 2d, That he had con- 
nived at a system, on the part of the 
treasurer of tiie navy, of appropriating, 
for a time at least, the public money 
under his chaige to his own uses ; in 
consequence of which, if the public had 
sustained no actual loss, they had at 
least run a considerable risk, and been 
deprived of tiie profits arising from 
such temporary use, which should all 
have been carried to the public credit. 
These charges were brought forward, 
in a speech of distinguished ability and 
vehemence, by Mr Whitbread, a mer- 
cantile gentleman of great eminence in 
London, a perfect master of business 
and a powerful debater, who for long 
afterwards assumed a prominent place 
in the ranks of the Opposition in the 
House of Conmions. Mr Pitt, without 
denying the facts detailed in the report, 
called the attention of the house to the 
real import of what was established in 
evidence— viz. that no loss had been 
sustained by the public, every shilling 
drawn out by the treasurer of the navy 
having been replaced in the hands of 
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ihebaokocB; and that i& did noi appear 
that Locd MelriUe had been swara of 
the priTaAepmpoaaB of pn»fit to whidi 
that gentlfliDaii had applied the money, 
and moat eertainly had not dedved 
one fiMTthing of personal advanta^ 
fiom that iir^inlarity.* After an 
anhnatfld. debate^ Mr Whitbread'a reao- 
Intiona were carried by the casting Tote 
of the Speaker, the nnmben being two 
hnndzed and sixteen on each aide. 

Ifiu This was too in^iortant a blow 
against the administration of Mr Pitt^ 
not to be followed ap with the atmost 
▼jgonr by the Whig party, and waafeit 
most keenly by that minister. It led 
to Yaiions sobseqiient proceedings ; 
and BO Tehement did the opinion of the 
public beoomei, in consequence of the 
in cflsoa nt efforts made by the press in 
the interest of the Whige^ to keep it in 
a state of agitation, that, on the 6th 
May, Mr Pitt announced in parliament^ 
that Lord Melville's name had been 
erased from the list of privy oooncillorB : 
and the thanks of the House of CSom- 
moos were voted to the commiiwioners 
who had prepared the report^ ''for 
the seal, ability, and fortitude, with 
which they had dischaiged the arduous 
duties intrusted to them." The noble 
lord had resigned lus situation as First 
Lord of the Admiralty two days after 
the resolutions of the House of Com- 
mons were passed. These proceedings 
led to the impeachment of Lord M^- 
ville, in the following year, in the House 
of Peers, but he was acquitted by a 
huge majority on all the charges, after 
a total of great length and pof ect iin- 
partiality; and in the interim, the 
nation, from whose service he had been 
removed, was aaved from imminent 
danger and possible destruction by the 
memorable victory, to which lus efforts 
as First Lord of the Admiralty had so 
mainly contributed, at Trafalgar. 

16. This session of parliament was 
distingmshed also by the commence- 
ment of those memorable debates on 
the removal of the existing disabilities 
from the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 

• " I never," said Mr Whitbread, " chained 
Lord Melville with participating in the plun- 
der of the public, because that had not ap- 
peared."— Part. J>eb. iv. 611. 



which oootaMied, with little intennia- 
aon, to agitate the l^jislature for five- 
and-twenty yeank The question was 
aigned with the utmost ability in both 
houaea of parliament ; and to a subee- 
qnent generation, which has witnessed 
the passing of the Catholic Belief Bill, 
and is familiar with its eflfects, it is a 
matttf both of interest and instruction 
to behold the light in which it was 
then viewed, and the arguments ad- 
duced for and against the measure by 
the greatest men of the aga On the 
one hand, it was argued by Mr Fox, 
LordQrenville^andMrGrattan, "llutt^ 
in considering the daims of the Boman 
Catholics to exemption from the dis- 
abilities under which they laboured, it 
is material to recollect that they do 
not form a small or inconsiderable sect, 
but compose three-fourths of the popu- 
lation of Ireland, and embrace, accord- 
ing to Bome^ three, according to others, 
five millions of its inhabitants. It 
would indeed be a happy thing if we 
were all united in rel^ous as well as 
in political and constitutional opinions; 
but that^ unfortunately, cannot now 
be hoped for, and the question is, what 
is to be done under existing circum- 
stances? That parliament has long^ 
too long, acted upon the distinctiun of 
religioua faith, is indeed certain ; bui^ 
in justice to the memory of King 
William, it must be observed, that the 
ayston of exclusion did not commence 
with his measures, but arose in a sub- 
sequent reign, when the opinion un- 
fortunately became prevalent^ that the 
Boman Catholics were theitreconcilsble 
enemies of the Protestant establish- 
ment of Ireland, and the Protestant 
government of England; and upon 
that assumption, without any proof, 
the step was tal:en of excluding them 
from all share in the constitution. Not 
content with this, means were devised, 
by penalties, proscriptions, and disabi- 
lities, to drive the whole Catholic pea- 
santry from the island, or reduce them 
to the state of a poor, ignorant^ and 
illiterate population. 

17. ''Such was the state in which 

the Boman Catholics of Ireland were 

at the accession of his present Majesty ; 

j and under his government the measures 
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punmed hATe indeed been a contrast 
to the dark and bigoted Bystem of bia 
predecessors. Under bis auspicious 
rule a system of progressiye ameliora- 
tion has been introduced, by measures 
which were the more effectual because 
they were gradual, which haye by de- 
grees reversed the whole former system. 
You have given them full toleration, 
and the benefits of education ; taken 
away those odious measures which pro- 
duced the disunion of families ; restor- 
ed the industry of the country, by 
granting to the people a participation 
in the fruits of the soil, and allowed 
them a full share of its benefits, with- 
holding from them only the exercise of 
the elective franchise. By these means 
the people have rapidly advanced in 
wealth, agriculture, commerce, and 
general civilisation : the magnanimity 
of Qreat Britain acknowledged the right 
of an independent government^ and at 
length, in 1792, they were admitted, 
by being permitted to vote at elections 
for members of parliament,* to a full 
participation of all the privileges of 
British subjects, excepting those for 
which the present petition prays. Here, 
therefore, was a system of gradual re- 
laxation introduced ; and here, for a 
time, a stand was made : not because 
reasons existed which rendered it 
doubtful whether any further conces- 
sions should ever be made, but because 
there were many considerations which 
made it appear desirable that the last 
relaxations should not be made in the 
Irish parliament. That parliament had 
not arisen, like the British, from the 
wants and necessitiesof many centuries, 
but it was constituted at once, with the 
defined object of making the legislature 
a Protestfoit one, to the exclusion of 
three-fourths of the population. In 
these circumstances it was more than 
doubtful whether the sudden admission 
of Catholics into that legislature, found- 
ed as it would have been on a consti- 
tuency embracing a great majority of 
persons of that persuasion, might not 
have endangered the Protestant inte- 
rests of Ireland, and possibly its con- 
nection with this country. 

1 8. ''But that obstacle isnow remov- 
ed ; the Irish members no longer form 



a separate assembly, but are merged in 
the general parliament of the empire ; 
and the same prudential considerations 
which forbade the admission of Catho- 
UcB into the Irish parliament, where 
they would have formed a dangerous 
majority, recommend their entrance 
into the British, where they can never 
exceed a small minority. It cannot be 
denied that the Catholics of Ireland 
conceived great hopes, that by the 
operation of the Union they would be 
relieved of their disabilities. Ko autho- 
rised assurance was ever given, no 
promise was made to them, that such a 
measure would result from that step : 
but still, by the arguments of those who 
supported it, and the course of reason- 
ing both within and without doon, 
hopes were given that the subject of 
Catholic emancipation would be more 
favourably considered than it had 
hitherto been; and those who pro- 
moted the measure undoubtedly gave 
the Catholics to understand, that their 
daims would meet with the most im- 
partial consideration from the united 
parliament It is this pledge which 
you are now called upon to redeem : 

Sou are required not to concede Catho- 
c emancipation, but to go into a com- 
mittee to consider whether their de- 
mands can with safety be granted. 

19. ** Every government unquestion- 
ably has the power to impose restric- 
tions and disabilities upon a particular 
and suspected class of its subjects : but 
it must ever be a question of expe- 
dience whether such power should be 
exercised or not. What valid objec- 
tions can be now urged against the re- 
moval of religious disabilities ? We are 
not now to go back, in the nineteenth 
century, to a disquisition on the justice 
as well as expedience of the great prin- 
ciples of toleration. They are univer- 
sally admitted : it lies with the oppo* 
nents of emancipation to make out the 
exception of their case from the general 
rule. We are told that it is impossible 
for a Boman Catholic to be a loyal sub- 
ject, and great pains have been taken 
to inculcate this doctrine. If time, this 
principle would lead to this result, that 
you must undo all that you have done ; 
recall every concession you have made, 
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and begin a crusade to driTo the Catho- 
lics out of Ireland. Bat does history 
warrant the assertion that they bear 
this extraordinary character? Have not 
Protestants and Catholics been equally 
mingled in the ranks of the disaffected ? 
And have not many bright examples 
of the loyalty and fidelity of the popish 
priesthood and peasantiy occurred, es- 
pecially daring the critical period of 
the American war? Lamentable as were 
the disorders of Ireland at the close of 
the last centuiy, yet it is now evident 
that they arose from causes foreign to 
their religion : from the heartburnings 
consequent on the unhappy system of 
middle-men, and the false rdation of 
landlord and tenant, or the contagion of 
rerolutionary principles from a neigh- 
bouring state. And the tranquil con- 
dition of three-fourths of the Catholic 
population for years past^ may surely 
now plead as singly in their favour 
as their former discontents could mili- 
tate against them, 

20. *^ The period has now arrived 
when one of two things must be done 
with respect to Ireland. Either you 
must go back and restore the degrad- 
ing and exclusive system of Queen 
Anne, or you must go on and conciliate 
the Catholics, by admitting them to a 
full participation in the blessings of the 
British constitution. No middle course 
is practicable. They have already re- 
ceived too much to be coerced by force ; 
too littie to be won by affection. They 
have got everything, excepting the right 
to seats in parliament and eligibility to 
the higher offices in the army, the navy, 
and the law. It is in vain to say that 
such exclusion is not an injuiy. To 
many it is a most substantial disadvan- 
tage, because it -deprives them of the 
just reward for their talents and exer- 
tions : to all it is a galling bar, a badge 
of servitude; and he knows little of 
human natare who is not aware that 
such vexatious restraints, though ac- 
companied with litUe real hardship, 
are frequently productive of more vio- 
lent heartburnings than serious per- 
sonal injuries. If they came into this 
house, do you really believe they would 
attempt to overturn the hierarchy of 
the country ? What could five or six, 



or indeed fifty or sixty Catholics do to 
accomplish such an object, in the midst 
of a Protestant legislature tenfold m<»e 
numerous? Similar aiguments were 
urged against the admission of Presby- 
terian members, but have they ever 
been found in hostility to the English 
establishment? and has not, on the con« 
trary, the removal of religious disabi- 
lities been the grand cause of the pa- 
cification and loyalty of the once dis* 
tracted and rebellious inhabitants of 
Scotland?" Mr Pitt supported the 
claims of the Catholics generally, but 
lamented that they had been brought 
forward at that particular moment, un- 
der circumstances which left littie, if 
any, hope of the question being satis- 
£Gictoiily adjusted. 

21. On the other hand, it was stren- 
uously argued by Lord Hawkesbury, 
Lord Sidmouth, Mr Perceval, and Lord 
Chancellor Eldon : '* Independentof the 
obvious reasons against this measure 
at the particular time at which it is 
now pressed upon the country, there 
are other objections applicable to every 
time and to any circumstances under 
which this subject can be brought for- 
ward. In considering this question, it 
is indispensable to distinguish between 
toleration and the concession of poli- 
tical power. The first should ever be 
granted in its fullest extent; the second 
should be withheld when the granting 
of it may endanger the other institu- 
tions of society. The Catholics have 
proved themselves, by their conduct in 
Canada and elsewhere, to be as loyal 
subjects in some places as the British 
empire can boast; but their present 
dauns in Ireland do not relate to their 
condition as subjects, but to their title 
to political power. No system, it is 
truey can be considered as perpetual, 
and some power must everywhere exist 
capable of abrogating the laws of the 
state according as circumstances may 
render this necessary; but there are 
some landmarks between the governors 
and the governed non tangenda non 
movenda, except on the ground of the 
clearest expedience or tiie most over- 
bearing necessity. The principles of 
the Revolution, as esteblished by the 
Bill of Righte and Act of Settiement, 
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have always been conaidered as of this 
deBcription. That great and glorious 
change was not brought about by specu- 
lative opinion or the passion fqr yision- 
ary improTement ; it was the result of 
necessity and of experienced evils; and 
the great statesmen by whom it -was 
effected had the courage to put to them- 
selves the question whether the incon- 
venience of having a king of a different 
religion from that, established in the 
country, or the evil of breaking in upon 
the legal order of succession to the 
crown, were the greater calamity; and 
they decided in favour of the latter: 
Now, is it not a neoassary conaequenoe 
of thislimitationof the crown to persons 
of the Protestant faith, that the imme- 
diate advisers, officers, and counsellors 
of the crown should be of the same per- 
suasion? What would be more prepos- 
terous than in a government, where the 
law is above the crown, and has altered 
its channel of descent, to allow the min- 
isters, the chancellor, the judges of the 
land, to be of the religion most hostile 
of all to the establishment ? 

22i "What would be the practical 
effect of a removal of the restrictions 
and limitations which our ancestors 
have adopted for the security of the 
constitution ? There are many daases of 
Dissenters who differ from the Church 
of England as widely on doctrinalpoints, 
and more widely on ecclesiastical gov- 
ernment, than the Roman Catholics; 
but the vital difference is, that they do 
not appeal to a foreign power for in- 
struction or direction. It is this which 
constitutes the grand distinction be- 
tween the Roman Catholics and all 
other descriptions of Christians; and 
it is this which it is in a peculiar man- 
ner of importance to consider, in judg- 
ing of their claims to political power. 
It is not .their profession of a different 
faith which renders them dangerous ; 
it is the submission to a foreign autho- 
rity — ^the constitution of an imperium 
in imperiOf only the more dangerous 
that it is founded on a spiritual basis, 
which all conscientious persons will 
ever prefer to any temporal authority. 
In the Catholic rdigion, above allothers, 
the jurisdiction and authority of the 
priesthood interfere in a great pai't of 



the civil and domestic concerns of life. 
If religion and the state are distinct 
and at variance, and the Catholic is 
compelled to dedde between them, he 
must decide for his religion and against 
the state. The question is not, whether 
CathoUcs may he loyal subjects — whe- 
ther they should enjoy toleration, or 
obtain civil rights or civil Uberiy, — ^for 
all that they already have, — ^but frhe- 
ther they are to obtain poliHcal power 
of every description, when they refuse, 
and on the principles of their religion 
ever must niose, to adpiowledge the 
oomplats authority of the state. 

28. ''The practical effect of the ex- 
tension of the elective franchise to the 
Catholics of Ireland has been, to pro- 
duce in most of its counties some- 
thing very nearly approaching to uni- 
versal suffrage. It is the opinion of 
those best acquainted with the inter- 
nal state of Inland, that, if the doors 
of parliament are once thrown open to 
the Catholics, the influence of the 
priests will infiallibly be exerted in fa- 
vour of the Catholic candidates, and as 
certainly against the Protestants : and 
thus the influ^ice of property would 
be operating on the one side, and that 
of rdigion on the other. Such a state 
of things would not only dreate much 
interned confusion and disorder, but it 
could not fail to operate most injuri- 
ously with respect to the lower orders 
of the people, who must unavoidably, 
and on many occasions, become the vic- 
tims of these contending interests. The 
present condition of the Continent ren- 
ders it in an especial manner inexpe- 
dient to make the proposed conces- 
sions at this time. Whoever contem- 
plates the late extensions of the power 
of France, must be convinced that the 
Roman See is substantially under the 
power of Napoleon. The Pope has 
been compelled to travel to Paris, a 
thing unheard-of for ten centuries, to 
place a revolutionary crown on the 
head of that fortunate usurper ; and he 
looks, doubtless, for some considerable 
return for so extraordinary a mark of 
condescension. Can there be any doubt, 
therefore, of the complete dependence 
upon the French government in which 
he is placed ? and would it not be the 
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heig^ of miMhifi in iia, knowing Na- 
poleon's inYetoimte hortility to tiua 
co un try, to weaken our means of re> 
sistanoe by the adrnwrinn to political 
power of those who are neoessarily 
snbject to a power over which he has 
aii<dL a control ? 

24. "KrEmmettaiidalltheleedsn 
of the Irish iDsoigents hare dedaied, 
in their ezaminatiiHis before the Secret 
Committee of the Irish Lords^ ' thai 
the mass of the people do not care a 
ftather for Gath<^ emancipakion ; 
nelthor did they care for pariiamentaiy 
reform, till it was ezpluned to them 
as leading to other objects which they 
did lo(^ to, ])articalariy the abolition 
of tithes.' It is erident^ therefore^ 
from their testimony, as well as from 
the reason of the thimg itaeli^ that the 
great body of the Catholics would not 
oonsider what you are now called apon 
to grant as any desirable boon or ma- 
tenal concession. We are ready to 
giro them evoy reasonable Hberty or 
franchise, bat not to surrender the 
state into their hands. The expecta- 
tion that concession, as such, will lead 
to peace, is unfortunately contradicted 
by the whole history of Ireland, "whieee 
it has invariably been found that yield- 
ing has induced disturbance and an- 
archy ; and the public peace has been 
preserved only by a seyere code, which, 
how painful soever, was, in time past 
at least, indispensable. The severity 
of that code we deprecate as much as 
any of the advocates of the Catholics; 
but we cannot shut our eyes to the 
ffict, that under it Ireland enjoyed ab- 
solute tranquillity for nearly a century, 
and that since its relaxation it has been 
disgraced by two rebellions, and has 
constantly been more or less the theatre 
of disturbance. Let us, therefore, see- 
ing the results of the preceding parts 
of the experiment have been so doubt- 
ful, avoid rash innovations and shun ad- 
ditional changes. The future destiny of 
our country is not in our own hands : 
kingdoms may rise and fall, flourish or 
decay ; but let us not be ourselves the 
instruments of that blow which may 
occasion om* destruction, and recollect 
that it is only by a steady adherence 
to that system which we have received 



from onr forafokhflni that we can hope 
to exist with safe^, or to fidl, if foU 
we mosl^ witii honour." 

Hie motion to go into a committee 
on the Roman (^itholio petition waa 
negatived by a great minority in both 
houses : in the Pecn by one hundred 
and seventy-ei{^t to for^-nine : in the 
Commons by t£ree hundred and thirty- 
six to one hundred and twenty-four. 

25u Informing an opinion on this 
subject^ interesting from the prind* 
pies winch it embiaoes, and still more 
from the oonsequenees to which they 
lead, it is impossible to deny that it Ja 
involved in extraordinary difllculty. 
Not theory, but experience, is the an- 
ti^ponist with which liberal principles 
have here to contend. How convinc- 
ing soever the argument in frivour of 
the complete removal of religious dis^ 
abilities may be, and how pleasing 
soever the prospect of constructing a 
society in whicb opinion is as free as 
the air we breathe, and actual delin- 
quence alone can impose disability, it 
is impossible to deny that the experi- 
ment> when put into praoticet, has, 
hitherto at leausty signally fidled. Catho- 
lic emancipation has at length been car- 
ried ; but it has produced none of the 
benefits whidi its advocates antici- 
pated, and realised many of the evils 
which its opponents predicted. When 
it is recollected that it was argued that 
concession to the Irish Catholics would 
only lead to additicmal demands ; that 
the whole influence of the priests would 
be thrown on the popular side, and 
the peace of the country be perpetually 
disturbed by the conflict between num- 
bers and property, it is impossible now 
to dispute the justice of the objections 
stated to the change ; and melancholy 
experience has taught us that Mr Per- 
ceval's and Lord Hawkesbury's words 
were prophetia Ireland has never 
been so distracted as since Catholic 
emancipation was granted : the total 
suspension of the constitution has in 
consequence repeatedly since been 
forced as a measure of absolute neces* 
sity upon government; and, without 
stilling the waves of discontent in the 
island, that long-debated change has 
fixed the firebrand of discord in the 
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British empire. Oonsequenoes ao dis- 
aatrous, so different from what they 
anticipated, have filled with astonish- 
ment the Mends of toleration. Kany 
have oome to doubt whether its doc- 
trines are in reality so well founded 
as abstract argument would lead us to 
suppose : others have settled into the 
belief that, however just in themselyes, 
they were inapplicable to the circum- 
stances of an old empire, essentially 
founded upon an opposite set of prin- 
ciples; and that, in the attempt to 
dniw a decayed beam out of the edi- 
fice, the whole structure has fallen into 
ruins.* 

26. In truth, however, the total fail- 
ure of Catholic emancipation affords no 
grounds for doubting, in the general 
case, the great principles of religious 
toleration ; it only shows that other 
and deeper sources of evil were operat- 
ing in Ireland, to which that measure, 
though founded in the abstract on just 
principles, could furnish no sufficient 
antidote : and that Great Britain is ex- 
periencing, in the endless difficulties 
consequent on the possession of that 
island, the same law of moral retribu- 
tion of which France, ever since the 
Revolution, has furnished so memor- 
able an example When rightly con- 
sidered, the state of that country is 
pregnant with political instruction ; it 
shows that nations which commit in- 
justice cannot escape punishment : and 
in its present wretchedness may be 

* The following table exhibits the steady 
and rapid increase of crime in Ireland since 
the Catholic Belief Bill was passed :— 

1828, Catholic disabilities in miHait. victiona. 

force. . . . 14,683 9,269 

1829, Relief Bill passed in 

March, . . 15,2^1 9,449 

1830, 15,794 9,902 

1831, Reform agitation, . 16,192 9,605 

1882, Ditto, . . . 16,086 9,759 

1833, Tithe agitation begun, 17,819 11.444 

1884, Coercion Act in force, 21,381 14,523 

Thus the committals in Ireland had in- 
creased a half in six years after the disabili- 
ties were removed from the Catholics. When 
it is. recollected that not a third part of the 
atrocious crimes in that oounti^ are ever 
made the subject either of committal or trisd, 
it may safelvbe concluded from this instruc- 
tive table, that during that period crime has 
more than doubled over its whole extent. — 
Pari. Papen, June 14, 1835. 



discerned addiidonal grounds for that 
love of real fi[«edom, and detestation of 
revolutionary ambition, the enforce- 
ment of wMch constitutes the great 
moral of the present times. 

27. I. The 'first circumstance which 
has left an incurable wound in Ireland, 
and through it in the whole British 
empire, is the enormous and unpardon- 
able extent to which the confiscation 
of landed property had been carried in 
former times. Without referring to 
historical details, it is sufficient to ob< 
serve, that at least four-fifths, probably 
five-sixths, of the soil of Ireland has, 
at different times, changed hands in 
this violent manner, and that the great 
majority of. the persons on whom the 
forfeited estates have been bestowed 
were English soldiers of fortune, noble 
proprietors, or companies resident in 
Great Britain. The consequences of 
this spoliation have been to the last 
degree disastrous. As the unjust for- 
feiture of property is the most cruel of 
all acts of oppression, because it ex- 
tends to distaiit generations the injury 
done to the present, so it is the one of 
all others which most certainly leads 
to its own punishment Invariably it 
leaves the seeds of undying animosity 
between the descendants of the op- 
pressors and oppressed — between the 
owners of the soil and the peasantry 
who till their lands. Landed con* 
fiscation has been to Ireland what 
a similar deed of injustice was to 
France — a festering sore which has 
never been healed. In both coun- 
tries restitution has become impos- 
sible, from the multitude of new in- 
terests which have been created ; 
therefore, by both coimtries retribution 
must be endured. 

28. II. The ghastly wound thus 
opened in Ireland by the barbarity of 
feudal injustice might, however, in the 
course of ages have been healed, as the 
evils of Norman confiscation were in 
Great Britain, were it not for another 
circumstance, of peculiar and lament* 
able malignity, which has continually 
kept it open. This is the unhappy be- 
stowing of the estates upon persons 
resident in this country, and the con- 
sequent introduction of the system of 
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middle-men and absentee proprietoZB 
into the neighbouring island. These 
evils necessarily flowed from the first 
great act of injustice ; for it was not 
to be supposed that £higlish noblemen 
would leave their baronial palaces to 
dwell in the comparatively barbarons 
realm of Ireland ; and they soon found 
that» without middle-men interposed 
between them and the cultivators of 
the soil, they could not realise anything 
whatever out of their possessicHis. 
Thence necessarily followed in dose 
and rapid succession the interposition 
of a number of tenants, many holding 
their estates for a long term of years, 
between the landlords and the peasan- 
try ; the continual impoverishment of 
the rural cultivators, by the necessity 
of maintaining out of the produce of 
their labour such a multitude of supe- 
riors ; and the ruinous right of the 
landlord to distrain the effects of the 
sub-tenant for the arrears of rent due 
by his principal, — a privilege which, in 
its application to a country so situated, 
rendered the growth of agricultural 
capital impossible, and chained the 
people to habits of indigent existence 
and unlimited increase of population. 
The Irish landlords have long dung 
with blind tenadty to this blasting pri- 
vilege, inconsistent with any degree of 
prosperity in their country, as the only 
means of realising any rents out of the 
tenantry — a parallel case to the strong 
attachment of the holders of national 
domains in France to the revolution- 
ary law of succession, the certain de- 
stroyer of anything like general fi.'ee- 
dom in their coimtiy; and another 
example of that law of nature which 
induces men, who have profited by the 
finiits of injustice, to adhere with in- 
fatuated obstinacy to the very institu- 
tions which are calculated to bring 
about its punishment. 

29. III. The unhappy vicinity to 
Qreat Britain, and ^the supposed ne- 
cessity of having a similar form of gov- 
ernment and national representation 
for the two countries, however differ- 
ent their character and state of social 
advancement, has contributed still 
further to perpetuate the disorders of 
Ireland, and distract its indigent pea- 



santry by the passions and the ambition 
which centuries of freedom, and an ex- 
tensive distribution of property, alone 
enable its more advanced neighbour 
to bear with safety. Experience has 
now plaoed it beyond a doubt that 
Ireland is not capable of bearing the 
exdtement o^ or disregarding the pas- 
sions oonsequent on, a popular consti- 
tution. The state of civilisation to 
which she has arrived is not adequate 
to such a trial : the passions conse- 
quent on the unhappy wounds in her 
bosom are too strong to endure them 
withoutconvulsions.* Could the wishes 
of philanthropy be granted, what Ire- 
land should receive for half a century 
is a wite and humane, hut deapotie 
gotemmeutf which, while encouraging 
every branch of industry, alleviating 
every source of suffering, aiding every 

* The atrocious crimes over Ireland in the 
last months of 1832, three years after Catho- 
lic emancipation had passed, were at the rate 
of six thousand a-year. In the year imme- 
diately following the passing of the Ooercion 
Act, they were, over the whole country, re- 
duced three-fifths ; and in the county of Kil- 
kenny, and a few other baronies where its 
extraordinary powers were put in force, they 
had been reduced from one thousand five 
hundred and sixty-one to three hundred and 
thirty a-year. — Part Report, May 8, 1833, and 
May 14, 1884. «' The disturbances of Ireland," 
said Marquis Wellesley, while viceroy of that 
country in 1834, "have in every mstance 
been excited and inflamed by the agitation 
of the combined projects for the abolition of 
tithes^ and the destruction of the union with 
Great Britain. I cannot employ words of suf- 
ficient strength to express my solidtnde that 
his Majesty's government should fix the 
deepest attention on the intimate connection 
marked by the strongest chancters in all 
these transactions, between the tyttem qf agi- 
tation and ttt inevitabU eontequence^ the sys- 
tem of combination leading to violence and out- 
rage: they are inMeparaJbly caiue and effect: 
nor can I, after the most attentive consider- 
ation of the dreadful scenes passed under 
my view, by any effort of my imderstanding 
separate one from the other in that un- 
broken chain of indissoluble- connection." 
So strongly are the Irish themnelves con- 
vinced of tiieir inability to bear the excite- 
ment of a free constitution, at least in periods 
of agitation, that Mr Littleton, the Irish 
Secretary under Earl Grey's administration, 
stated in parliament, that he had never met 
with a single person of any shade of political 
opinion in Ireland, and he had mingled with 
all, who did not cordially approve of the Oo- 
erdon Act of 1883, and earnestly wished for 
its renewal. — Mirror of Pariiament, 19th July 
1884. 
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opening to employment^ should, at the 
same time, rigorondy ptuueh crimes 
in every rank, close every avenue to de- 
mocratio ambition, terminate the ex- 
erdse of all ruinous privileges, and ex- 
tinguish every hope of revolutionary 
elevation. It is thus, and thus only, 
that the apparently incurable disorders 
of her social condition could be re- 
moved ; that habits of industiy could 
become general; artificial wants and 
a higher standard of comfort reduce 
to due subjection the principle of popu- 
lation; and a foundation be laid in 
the growth of an opulent middle class 
in society, for the safe and pacific ex- 
ercise of those powers which, when 
prematurely conceded, destroy in a 
short time the only durable foundation 
of real freedom. 

80. lY. It was long ago observed by 
the great champion of religious free- 
dom, Mr Locke, that the principles of 
toleration are not to be applied to 
those who hold that faith is not to be 
kept with heretics, or who arrogate to 
themselves any peculiar privilege or 
power in civH concerns, or acknow- 
ledge any foreign or alien ecdesiastioal 
authority.'^ The distinction which he 

* Locke's words, which are very remark- 
able, are as follows : — "Anothermore secret 
evil, but more dangerous to the common- 
wealth, is, when men arrogate to j^emselves, 
and those of their own sect, some peculiar 
prerogative, covered over with a precious 
show of deceitful vrorda, but in effect oppo- 
site to the civil rights of the community. 
We cannot find any sect that teaches ex- 
pressly and op^y, that men are not obliged 
to keep their promise, that princes may be 
dethroned by those who (Uffer fhtm them in 
religion, or that the dominion of all things 
belongs onlv to themselves ; for these things, 
proposed thus nakedly and plainly, would 
soon draw on them the eye and nand of the ma- 
gistrate, and awaken all the care of the com- 
monwealth. But, nevertheless, we find those 
who teach the same things in other words. 
For what else do they mean who teach that 
no faith is to be kept with heretics ? Their 
meaning is, forsooth, that the privilege of 
brenJcing faith belongs to themselves, for 
they declare all that are not of their com- 
munion are heretics. These, therefore, and 
the like, who attribute unto the fiEdthAil, re- 
ligious, and OTthodox — that is, in plain 
terms, to themselves— any peculiar power 
or privil^fe above other mortals in the con- 
cerns of religion, or who, under pretence 
of religion, do challenge any manner of 
authority over such as are not associated 



draws between toleration, to those who 
merely differ from government in re- 
ligious beUef, and those who acknow- 
ledge a foreign spiritual authority, and 
are animated by an undying desire 
to regain the lost possessions or sscen- 
dancy of the Catholic Church, is in the 
highest degree important, and throws 
a predous ray of light upon the dark- 
ness with which the calunities conse- 
quent on Catholic emancipation have 
shrouded not only the prospects of the 
British empire, but the great principles 
of religious toleration itself. These 
calamiuee are not chargeable upon the 
doctrines of religious freedom abstract- 
ly considered; they are the fatal re- 
sults of the combination of religious 
difference in the case of the Catholics, 
with the poisonous intermixture of 
ecclesiasti<»l ambition, civil rancour, 
and political passion. The Catholics 
are dangerous, not merely because 
they profess different religious tenets, 
but because they belong to an eccle- 
siastical power which formerly num- 
bered the British Islands among the 
brightest jewels of its tiara, and will 
never cease to labour to extirpate the 
faith which despoiled it of that ancient 

with them in their eooleriastical communion ; 
I say these have no right to be tolerated by tA« 
vuigittTatef as neither those that will not 
own and teach the dutv of tolerating all men 
iu matters of mere religion. For what do 
all these and the like doctrines signify, but 
that they may and are ready upon any occa- 
sion to seize the government and possess 
themselves of the estates amd/of^nes oftheit 
/eUovfstiibjeeti, and that they only €uk leave to 
be tolerated by the magistrates eolonff until th/fy 
find thenuelvet strong enough to effetA it f 

" Again, that church can have no right to 
be tolerated by the magistrate which is con- 
stituted upon such a bottom, that all thoae 
who enter into it do thereby, ipso factor de- 
liver themselves up to the protection and 
service of another prince ; for by this means 
the magistrate would give way to the set- 
tling of aforeign jurisdiction in his own coun- 
try, and suffer his own people to be enlisted, 
as it were, for soldiers against his own gov- 
ernment. Nor does the frivolous and falla- 
cious distinction between the court and the 
church afford any remedy to this inoonvenir 
ence, when both are subject to the absolute 
authority of the same person, who has not 
only influence to persuade the members of 
his own church to whatever he lists, but 
can ei^join it them, on the pain of eternal 
fire."— ^rrt Letter on Toleratvon: Works, vi. 
46, 47. 
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part of its heritage. Temporal poa- 
aon, poUtioal ambition, rerenge for in- 
jury, are here mixed up, in OTerwhehn- 
ing proportions, witli the abstract 
question of religions freedom. 

31. Unlimited toleration the Irish 
Papists are clearly entitled to, and 
hare long possessed; bat to concede 
to them political power was the same 
error as it would have been in the Car- 
thaginians to have permitted, on their 
shores, an armed and fortified settle- 
ment of Romans; or for En^^and to 
have allowed an intrenched camp of 
the soldiers of Napoleon to be con- 
structed on the coast of Kent The 
ui^ust spoliation of the church at the 
Beformation, has introduced an apple 
of discord between England and Ire- 
land, which can never be remoyed. 
Nor is the comparatively inconsider- 
able number, at first, of such an or- 
ganised band of aUens, any reason for 
despising its ultimate dangers : for 
sudi a body, by taking adyantage of 
the divisions of the ruUng power, and 
attaching itself to the malcontents in 
the bosom of the state, can almost al- 
ways in the end attain a supremacy 
over both the contending factions. A 
few hundred English merchants ap- 
peared as suppliant setdeis on the 
banks of the (Ganges ; but no sooner 
did they gain the privilege, professedly 
for defence, of constructing forts and 
batteries, than they went on from one 
acquisition to another, till they had 
subjected a hundred millions of Hin- 
doos to their dominion. 

32. While the British parliament 
was occupied with these momentous 
discussions, and the British people, 
little conscious of the imminent danger 
which threatened them from the power 
of Napoleon, were eager in the pursuit 
of the abuses opened up by the tenth 
report of the Naval Commissioners, 
that great conqueror was busied with 
the twofold object of consolidating in 
all the affiliated republics his newly- 
acquired authority, and directing the 
vast naval and xnilitary preparations 
destined for the invasion of this coun- 
try. With the double view of attain- 
ing the former of these objects, and 



diaguising the real designs by which 
he hoped to efibct the latter, he intro- 
duced a change into the government of 
all the states dependent upon France; 
placed on his head the iron crown of 
Lombaidy; and surrendered himself, 
in appearance, to the magnificent fStes 
by which the impassioned people of 
Italy celebrated l^e supposed era of 
their r egeneration. But during the 
whole time his eyes were fixed on the 
shores of the Channel; and the mi- 
nutest movements of the navies of 
France, Spain, and Holland, which were 
all to co-operate in the expedition, as 
well as of the vast army destined for 
his immediate command, were regu- 
lated by his inde&tigable activity, 
while he was to appearance engaged 
onl^ in the pomp and magnificence of 
an imperial progress. 

S3. Holland was the first of the in- 
dependent republics which underwent 
the change consequent on the assump- 
tion of we crown by Napoleon. The 
continuance of the republican rule in 
that country was altogether at vari- 
ance with we institutions which he 
proposed to establish in all the states 
subjected to his control ; but as it ap- 
peared too violent a transition to make 
so old a commonwealth pass at once 
from democracy to monarchy, an inter- 
mediate preparatory state was imposed 
upon it by the Emperor. The whole 
powers of the constitution were by this 
change vested in a single magistrate, 
who, to conciliate the patrician party, 
was styled the Qrand Pensionary. This 
new constitution, oiganised at Paris, 
the great manufactory of institutions 
of that description, was prepared by 
the French government with the aid of 
M. Schimmelpenninck, the Dutch am- 
bassador at that capital, — a respectable 
man, who rapidly entered into the 
views of the Emperor, and was reward- 
ed with the office of Qrand Pensionary 
himself. The Dutch, incapable of re* 
sistance, yielded to this as they had 
done to all tlie preceding changes. The 
democrats were indignant at behold- 
ing a single governor concentrate in 
his hands all the powers of govern- 
ment; but the Orange party were se- 
cretly gratified at seeing so efi^ectual a 
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eurb imposed on their revolutionary 
antagoxuBts, and augured better things 
of tlus constitution than they had done 
of any which had before been forced 
upon their country. The new consti- 
tution, accepted on the 22d Karch by 
the legislative body, soon received the 
sanction of the great majority of the 
inhabitants. 

84. More important changes soon 
after ensued in the Italian states. The 
original design of Napoleon was to 
have erected the Italian republic into 
a separate kingdom, and placed his 
brother Joseph on the throne : and this 
choice was highly agreeable to the Cis- 
alpines; but that prince declared he 
would not accept it, unless the Emperor 
would give the new kingdom that with- 
out which it could not exist — a tract 
of sea-coast and a harbour in the Me- 
diterranean — and relieve it from the 
burdensome tribute of 25,000,000 francs 
<£1,000,000) yearly paid to the French 
government These conditions by no 
means answered the views of Napo- 
leon, and therefore he changed his de- 
sign, and resolved to place the crown 
of Lombardy on his own head, and 
send his son-in-law, Eugene Beauhar- 
nais, to Milan, to govern the kingdom 
in the character of viceroy. This de- 
sign was first opened to Count Melzi 
and a deputation from the Italian re- 
public,, who attended at Paris on occa- 
sion of the coronation of Napoleon as 
Emperor of France. Theii* consent was 
without difficulty obtained; and it hav- 
ing been arranged that the proposal 
should appear to come from the Ita- 
lians themselves. Count Melzi, in a 
studied haraqgue, delivered in presence 
of the French senate, called upon Na- 
poleon to establish a monarchical form 
of government and hereditaxy succes- 
sion, as the only means of averting the 
evils with which their infant institu- 
tions were threatened. He then read 
aloud the fundamental articles of the 
act of settlement, by which Napoleon, 
Emperor of France, was declared Eling 
of Italy, with the right of succession 
to his sons, natural or adopted^ and 
male heirs. 

85. On the following day the Emperor 
appeared in great pomp in the senate, 



and conferred on his sister Eliza the 
principality of Piombino. The actof set- 
tlement of the Italian crown was then 
read ; the members of the deputation 
took the oath of fidelity to their new 
sovereign, and he declared, '* That he 
accepted, and would defend, the iron 
crown ; and that even during his life- 
time he would consent to separate the 
two crowns, and place one of his natu- 
ral or adopted sons upon the throne as 
soon as the British, French, and Rus- 
sian troops have evacuated respectively 
Malta, Naples, and the Ionian Islands. 
This great change was proclaimed with 
due solemnity at Milan on the 8Ist of 
March, when Eugene Beauhamais, who 
had already assumed the command of 
the army, acted as viceroy, and re- 
ceived the homage of the principal 
authorities. On the same day the new 
constitution of the kingdom was pro- 
mulgated by an imperiid and royal de- 
cree. The former and singular estab- 
lishment of three colleges of electors, 
consisting of proprietors, men of letten^, 
and men of business, was kept up in the 
new kingdom ; but in every oAter re- 
spect its institutions were an exact 
copy of those established in the French 
empire.* 

86. The better to conceal the great 
designs which he was at this time bring- 

* Napoleon on this occasion made the fol- 
lowing speech in the senate : — " Powerf^ 
and ^preat is the French empire, but greater 
still IS our moderation. We have in a man- 
ner conquered Holland, Switzerland, Italy, 
Germany ; but in the midst of such unparal- 
leled success we have listened only to the 
counsels of moderation. Of so ra^nv con- 
quered provinces, we have retained only that 
one which was necessary to maintain France 
in the rank among nations which she has 
always enjoyed. The partition of Poland, 
the provinces torn from Turkey, the con- 
quest of India, and of almost all the Euro- 
pean colonies, have, in a manner, turned the 
balance against us. To form a counterpoise 
to such acquisitions we must retain some- 
thing, but we keep only what is useful and 
necessarv. Great would have been the addi- 
tion to the wealth and resources of our terri- 
tory, if we had united to them the Italian 
republic; but we gave it independence at 
Lyons ; and now we proceed a step further, 
and Bolemnlv recognise its ultimate separa- 
tion troia the crown of France, deferring 
only the execution of that project till it can 
be done without danger to Italian indepen- 
dence."— Botta, iv. 167. 
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ing to mataiity for the oonoentraiioii 
of his land and sea forces for the inTa- 
sion of Qreat Britain, Napoleon re- 
solved to proceed to Italy, and dazzle 
the world by the splendour of the cere- 
monies attendant on his assumption of 
the iron crown of Charlemagne. For 
this purpose he set out for Turin, by 
the route of Fontainebleau and Lyons, 
corresponding daily with the minister 
of marine, and retiring from the mag- 
nificence of entertainments and the re- 
ception of adulatory addresses to direct 
the minutest details of the great arma- 
ment which he was collecting in every 
harbour, from the Texel to Cadiz, and 
from Toulon to Venice, for this grand 
expedition. Nothing leaves so strong 
an impression of the vast ability and 
indefatigable activity of his mind, as 
the study of the numerous, minute, and 
lucid orders which he addressed during 
every day of this journey to the minis- 
ter of marine, and the admirable saga- 
city with which almost all the conceiv- 
able chances of those numerous squar 
dronswere calculated and pi-ovided for 
by his all-seeing intellect.* But while 
these were the objects of his secret 
meditation, very different were the oc- 
cupations in which to external appear- 
ance he was engaged. At Lyons he in- 
spected the rising manufactures of that 
city, in which the five pacific years of 
his government, and the exclusion of 
British manufactures from the Conti- 
nent in consequence of the war, had 
already induced an extraordinary de- 
gree of prosperity. In crossing Mont 
Cenis, he surveyed the great works in 
pi'ogress for the formation of the mag- 
nificent road which now traverses that 
mountain. At Turin he relinquished 
the royal palace to the Pope, who had 
reached that place on his return to 
Rome, and lodged in the Castle of Stu- 

* This correspondence is to be found entire 
in General Mathieu Dumas's work, baring 
been pnt into his hands by the Duchess 
Decrte, widow of the minister of marine, to 
whom it was addressed. — Dumas, xi. 105, 
286. — Pieces Jtut. It leaves no doubt what- 
fever as to the reality of Napoleon's designs 
for the invasion of this country, and the ex- 
traordinary combination of oiances which 
alone prevented them from being carried 
into effect, 
vol* VL 



pinigi, a oountiy residence of the kings 
of Sardinia, which had been splendidly 
fitted up for his reception. He there 
received accounts of the successful pas- 
sage of the Straits of Gibraltar by the 
Toulon squadron, and its junction with 
the Spanish fleet of Adxniral Qravina 
at Cadiz, of which the details will im- 
mediately be given. Overjoyed at this 
intelligence, he moved on with alacrity, 
to Asti and Alessandria, and at the 
latter place seemed wholly engrossed 
with the immense fortifications in pro- 
gress round its walls, destined to ren- 
der it one of the greatest fortresses in 
the world. 

87. Splendid pageants had for some 
time been in preparation on the field of 
Castiglione, and on that of Marengo, 
where the destinies of Italy had so re- 
cently been fixed. Twenty-five thou- 
sand men on the first of Uieae fields, 
under Augereau and Lannes, represent- 
ed the battle of which it had been the 
theatre. Thirty- four battalions and 
seven squadrons were assembled on the 
latter, to imitate the manoeuvres of the 
battle which had given it immortality; 
while the Emperor and Empress, seat- 
ed on a lofty throne which overlooked 
the whole field, were to behold, in mi- 
mic war, the terrible scenes which once 
had occurred upon it. The day was 
bright and clear ; the soldiers, who from 
daybreak had been on their ground, 
impatiently awaited the arrival of the 
hero ; and shouts of acclamation rent 
the sky when he appeared with the Em- 
press, in a magnificent chariot drawn 
by eight horses, surrounded with all the 
pomp of the Empire, and ascended the 
throne, before which the manoeuvres 
were to be performed. Many of the 
veterans who had been engaged in the 
action were present^ among whom the 
soldiers in an especial manner distin- 
guished Marshal Lannes, who had borne 
so large a portion of the brunt of the 
Imperialist attack in that terrible strife. 
After the feigned battle was over, the 
soldiers defiled before the Emperor, 
upon themostdistinguishedof whom he 
conferred, amidst the loud acclamations 
of their comrades, the crosses and de- 
corations of the Legion of Honour. 

B 
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Tlie splendid equipments of the men, 
tiie proud bearing of thehorses, the glit- 
ter of gold and steel which shone forth 
resplendent in the rays of the declining 
sun, and the interesting associations 
connected with the spot^ produced an 
indelible impression on the minds of 
tiie spectators, and contributed not a 
little to fan the military spirit among 
the indolent youth of Itisdy, whom Na- 
poleon was so desirous to rouse to more 
manly feelings prior to the great con- 
test with Ausiaia, whichhe foresaw was 
approaching. 

88. On the day following, the Em- 
peror continued lus journey, passed the 
Po at ICezBona Costa amidst the shouts 
of a prodigious concourse of people, and 
proceeded to Payia, where he receiyed 
the adulatory addressee with which the 
learned men of Italy lauded the dis- 
penser of its wealth and influence. His 
triumphal entry into Kilan took place 
on the 8th ; and^ amidst the fdtes and 
rejoicings which preceded his corona- 
tion, the designs were fonned for the 
greater part of those (^lendid public 
edifices which now adorn that beautiful 
city, and have consoled its inhabitants 
for all the saorifioes they were obliged 
to make during the remainder of the 
war to the ambition of their sovereign. 
Then were projected the goigeous ad- 
ditions to the ottfchedral, wMoh now 
shoots up its hundreds of marble pin- 
nacles and thousands of white statues^ 
pure as the driven snow, in glittering 
splendour, into the clear blue heaven ; 
the chaste design of the arch of the Sim- 
plon; the noble sweep of the amphi- 
theatre; and the other works which, 
unhappily for the arts, were in part left 
incomplete at the fall of Napoleon. A 
fortnight was devoted to the reception 
of congratulatozy addresses from the 
foreign and Italian potentates ; among 
which were in an especial manner no- 
ticed those from the King of Naples 
and the King of Prussia — ^two powers, 
particularly tiie latter, whose neutrality 
was of essential importance in the great 
struggle which was approadiing. The 
better to testijfy his good understand- 
ing with Prussia, the Emperor, at the 
nriewB of the troops, wore the decora- 
tions of the black and red eagle, sent 



to him on the occasion by Erederiek- 
William. 

89. Napoleon had in the first in- 
stance^ as has been mentioned, offered 
the crown of the kingdom of Italy to 
his brother Joseph ; but he^ divining 
the secret wishes of the Emperor re- 
garding it, had the prudence to decline 
the hazardous offer. He now proceed- 
ed to his own coronation. After re- 
posing a thousand years in the treasuiy 
of Monza, the iron crown of Charle- 
magne was brought forth to encircle 
the brows of Napoleon. On the 26th 
May the ceremony of the coronation 
was conducted with the utmost magni- 
ficence, in the cathedral of Milan. The 
dresses, the decorations, the orna- 
ments, were even more sumptuous on 
this occasion than on the preceding 
one, splendid as it was, at Paris. First 
came forth from a side entrance the 
Empress Josephine, dressedin gorgeoua 
habiliments, dazzling with the lustre 
of diamonds. She was received with 
loud acclamations. But the lofty aisles 
shook with thunders of applause when, 
a few minutes after, the Emperor ap- 
peared, arrayed in his imperial robes^ 
bearing on his head the imperial dia- 
dem, and in his hands the crown of 
Charlemagne and the so^tre of justice. 
The Cardinal Caprara^ffidated instead 
of the Pope on the occasion : Napoleon 
placed the iron orown on his own head» 
pronouncing at the same time die his- 
torical wordiE^ Dio me la dkd^ : guai a 
cJU la toeea* He afterwards, as at 
Parii^ himself crowned Josephine^ who 
knelt at the high altar at his feet Te 
Deum was afterwards sung, according 
to the ancient custom of the kings of 
Lombardy, in the Ambrosian church. 
Fireworks, fdtes, and illuminations 
closed the day; and nothing was 
omitted which could captivate the ar- 
dent imaginations of the Italians, or flat- 
ter the pleasing illusion that the days 
of national independence had at length 
arrived, and the reign of Tramontane 
authority ceased for ever. 

40. Among the numerous oongratu-^ 
latory addresses presented on this occa- 
sion to the Emperor, not the least re- 

* "Ood has given it me: beware of touch- 
ing it." 
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maricable was tbst from the King of 
Naples, coached in the w ar mest terms 
of flattery and adulation. At that very 
time, howerer, Napoleon had inter- 
oepteda secret correspondence of Queen 
Curoline with the Imperial cabinets 
of Vienna and St Petersbui^ which 
left no doubt of the undwBtanding of 
that court with the enemies of France ; 
and he, in consequence, in his answer 
to the address, gave way to one of those 
sallies of passion to which he was occa- 
sionally subject, and which, to so con- 
temptible an enemy, and for the deeds 
of a high-spirited queen, was in a 
peculiar manner unworthy of his cha- 
racter. A more important deputation 
was soon after receiYed from the senate 
of G^oa ; and the terms in which the 
Doge addressed the Emperor left no 
doubt as to the important alterations 
in the political situation of that re- 
public which were soon to take place. 
''In regenerating the people of this 
country," said ^t chief magistrate, 
" your Majesty has contracted the obli- 
gation to render it happy : but this 
cannot be done unless it is governed 
by your Majest/s wisdom and valour. 
The changes which have taken place 
around us have rendered our insulated 
situation a source of perpetual disquie- 
tude, and imperiously call for a union 
with that France which you have 
covered with imperishable renown. 
Such is the wish which we are charged 
to lay at your Majesty's feet. The 
reasons on which it is founded prove 
sufficiently that it is not the result of 
any external suggestion, but the in- 
evitable consequence of our actual 
situation." 

41. Napoleon replied in words, me- 
morable as containing the death-war- 
rant of one of the oldest and most dis- 
tinguished republics of modem Europe. 
'' Circumstances have frequently com- 
pelled me, within the last ten years, to 
interfere in your internal situation. I 
have constantly endeavoured to intro- 
duce peace, and contribute to the 
spread of those liberal principles which 
alone could restore to your government 
that splendour with which it formerly 
was surrounded; but I am now con- 
vinced of your inability to accomplish 



by yourselves anything worthy of your 
ancient renown. Everything has chang- 
ed. The new maritime code which the 
English have adopted, and compelled 
the greatest part of Europe to recog- 
nise; the right which they have assum- 
ed of blockading places not in a state 
of siege, which in effect is nothing else 
than a right to annihilate at their 
pleasure the eommeroe of every other 
people ; the continual ravages of your 
coasts by the corsairs of Bsff-baiy : all 
conspire to render your insulated ex- 
istence to the last degree precarious. 
Retmn, therefore, to your own country. 
I shall shortly follow you there, and 
put the seal to the union which my 
people and you have contracted. The 
barriers which separate you from the 
remainder of the Continent shall, for 
the common good, be removed, and 
things restored to their natural situa- 
tion. The secret motive of Napoleon 
is here oonqpicuous. The annexation 
of Genoa to France was a part of his 
general maritime system, and suggest- 
ed by his inveterate hostility to this 
country. 

42, A few days afterwards a decree 
appeared, formally incorporating the 
Xiigurian republic with the fVench 
empire, and dividing its teixitory into 
three departments, — of Qenoa, Monte- 
notte, and the Apennines. Shortly 
after, the ancient standard of the re- 
public was taken down in all the forte 
and vessels, and the tricolor hoisted in 
ite stead. Thus was the French teiri- 
tory, for the first time, fiedrly extended 
beyond the Alps, a large surface of 
sea-coast added to ite dominion, ite 
frontiers advanced far into the Apen- 
nines, and brought to adjoin the Tus- 
can states ; while one of the oldest re- 
publics in Europe, which for fourteen 
hundred years had maintained a sepa- 
rate existence, often illustrated by 
great and heroic actions, sank unheed- 
ed into the arms of death. Napoleon's 
secret motive for this act of rapacity, 
Uke most of the actions of his life, was 
the uneztinguishable desire with which 
he was animated of subverting the 
power of Great Britain. This distinct- 
ly appeared from his letter to the 
Arch-Chancellor of that republic, on 
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tile adTantages to be deriyed from this 
acquisition.* 

48. Before quitting the capital of 
Milan, Napoleon presided at the open- 
ing of its legislative assembly, and laid 
the foundation of those great improve- 
ments in its social institutions which 
have survived the transitory sovereign- 
ty of their author. The annual ex- 
penses of the kingdom were fixed at a 
hundred million francs, or £4,000,000 ; 
the military establishment cost thirty 
millions, the civil only six ; and a very 

* " My sole reason for uniting Genoa to 
the empire was the obtaining the command 
of its na^^ resources; and yet the three 
frigates which its port contains are not yet 
armed. Genoa will never be truly French 
till it fUmishes six thousand sailors to mv 
fleets. It is neither money nor soldiers which 
I wish to extract from it. Sailors, old sailors, 
are the contribution which I require. Tou 
must establish a naval conscription there. 
It is in vain to talk of governing a people 
without occasioning frequent discontent. Do 
you not know that, in matters of state, juitiee 
meam force as well as virtue? Do you think 
I am so sunk in decrepitude as to entertain 
any fears of the murmiirs of the people of 
Genoa? The only answer I expect or desire 
to this despatch is, «at2or<, ever iaiiori. Tou 
are sufficiently acquainted with my resolu- 
tion to know that this desire is not likely to 
be ever diminished. Think of nothing in 
your administration, dream of nothing, but 
sailors. Say whatever you please in my 
name; I will consent to it all, provided onlv 
that the urgent necessity of f\imishing sail- 
ors is expressed with sufficient force." — Bio- 
NOH, V. 78. 

So tenacious was Napoleon on this subject, 
and so provident was he of the future at this 
period of his government, that he wrote short- 
ly after to the same minister, when on the eve 
of setting out for the Rhine : "To secure vic- 
'tories wo must think only of defeats. Never 
lose sight of the chance of my army in Italy 
'^eing compelled to fall back on Alessandria 
— ^nay, on Genoa. Let the artillery, the ar- 
. senafs, the magazines there, be in a condition 
to stand a siege." Again, from Straasburg, 
on 1st October : " Never lose sight of the 
^provisioning of Genoa. I must have there 
at least three hundred thousand quintals of 
wheat. My war-projects are vast, but in the 
- midst of them all never lose sight of Genoa. 
Even if besieged, still remain at your post 
^there. Take such measures that in no event 
can you run short of com. Say boldly on all 
occasions that Genoa is indissolubly united 
lo France. Repeat that the man who, on 
their mountains, dissipated the hosts of Aus- 
tria and Sardinia with thirty thousand men, is 
not now likely to yield to the menaces of the 
coalition, when he has three hundred thou- 
sand in the centre of Germany."—- Biomon, 
V. 79, 80. 



considerable portion of the revenue 
was allotted to the departments, to be 
laid out in canals, bridges, and other 
works of public ornament or utility. 
The Code Napoleon was introduced, 
which still continues, from its experi- 
enced utility, to regulate the decisions 
of its courts of lawj notwithstanding 
the change of government : the order 
of the Iron Crown was instituted, and 
the authority and powers of the viceroy, 
Eugene Beauhamais, were defined by 
an express statute. Napoleon, after 
having received as king the oath of 
allegiance of his son-in-law as viceroy, 
pronounced a discourse which termi- 
nated with these words, sufficiently ex- 
pressive of the military direction which 
he was so anxious to give to the ambi- 
tion of Italy: '*! have given fresh 
proofs of my desire to further, by every 
means in my power, the happiness of 
the Itslian peopl& I trust that> in 
their turn, they will endeavour to oc- 
cupy in reality the place which they 
have already obtained in my mind ; and 
they will never do so till they are per- 
suaded that militaiy virtue is the chief 
bulwark of nations. The time has now 
come when the brilliant youth, who 
now waste the best years of their lives 
in the indolence of great cities, should 
cease to fear the fatigues and the dan- 
gers of war." 

44. Notwithstanding the heavy bur- 
dens with which they were oppressed 
under the government of Napoleon, and 
the unexampled calamities with which 
it closed, the Italians were highly satis- 
fied with his administration, and still 
look back with fond regret to the Regno 
dH Italia as the brightest period of their 
modem existence. Part of this, no 
doubt, is to be ascribed to the expen- 
diture and animation consequent on 
the presence of the Vice-regal court at 
Milan, and the natural gratification 
which the people experienced at the 
elevated position which, as subjects of 
Napoleon, they occupied in the theatre 
of Europe. But still more was owing 
to the wisdom and moderation of Eu- 
gene's internal administration, and the 
admirable principles of government 
which he received from the sagacity 
and experience of Napoleon. In the 
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management of the kingdom of Italy, 
he followed the maxima which deser- 
vedly gave, and so long preserved to 
the Romans, the empire of the world. 
Unlike the conquered states of the other 
European monarchies, the inhabitants 
of Lombardy felt the foreign yoke only 
in the quickened circulation of wealth, 
the increased vent for industry, the 
widened field for exertion. Honours, 
dignities, emoluments, all were reserved 
for Italians : hardly a magistrate or civil 
functionary was of foreign birth. Every- 
where great and use^ undertakings 
were set on foot ; splendid edifices or- 
namented the towns ; useful canals ir- 
rigated the fields : if the burdens of the 
people were heavy, they had at least 
the gratification of perceiving that a 
large portion of their produce was re- 
served for domestic objects, and that 
they received back, in the rewards of 
industry, a part of what they had ren- 
dered to the service of the state. In 
the satisfaction arising from this judi- 
cious system of government, they for- 
got that the heavy tribute of a million 
sterling yearly was remitted to Paris, 
and that the higher situations in the 
army were exclusively occupied by 
Fi'enchmen : a system under which the 
soldiers of Italy came to perform glo- 
rious actions before the close of the war, 
and which seems to be the only method 
by which even a temporary revival of 
the military spirit can be commimi- 
cated to nations enervated by the long 
enjoyment of peace, and the establish- 
ment for centuries of the refinements 
of civilisation. 

45. Still keeping his eyes fixed on 
the shores of the Channel, and cor- 
responding daily with his minister of 
marine for the regulation of all the 
squadrons destined to co-operate in the 
English expedition, Napoleon visited 
the other towns of the north of Italy. 
Verona, ^Mantua, Parma, successively 
felt the animating infiuence of his pre- 
sence, and in each he left some lasting 
mark of the grandeur of his concep- 
tions, and the minute attention which 
he paid to the wants and interests of 
his subjects. At Bologna he received a 
deputation from the republic of Lucca, 
complaining of the vexatious dominion 



of the oligarchy, under whose influence 
they had fiUlen ; and to whom he pro- 
mised a government^ in the person of 
his sister Eliza, whidi should be com- 
pletely in harmony with the institu- 
tions of the other states in northern 
Italy : veiling thus, as he always did, 
his projects for the advancement and 
elevation of his family under an air of 
regard for the national welfare; and 
affecting the greatest deference for the 
public choice, when he was in effect- 
depriving the people of all influence^ 
eitiier in the election of their govem-^ 
ment or in the administration of af> 
fairs. 

46. At length, on the 30th June, he- 
made a triumphal entry into (^enoa, 
and celebrated the union of that city- 
with France by f6tes and rejoicings of 
unparalleled magnificence. He there- 
met, and had a long secret conference 
with, the Abb^, now Cardinal Maury, 
who joyfully accepted his offer to re- 
turn to Paris, where he became high- 
in favour at court At the gates of the 
city he was received by the magis- 
trates, with the keys. " Genoa, named 
the Superb from its situation," said 
they, ''is now still more so from its- 
destiny : it has thrown itself into the 
arms of a hero. Jealous in many ages- 
of its liberties, it is now still more so- 
of its glory; and therefore it places 
its keys in the hands of one above all 
others capable of maintaining and in- 
ci'easing it" In the principal church 
of the city he received the oaths of 
allegiance of the leading inhabitants, 
amidst the thunder of artillery from 
the overhanging forts, batteries, and 
the vessels in the harbour ; and then 
commenced the fStes, which, in splen- 
dour and variety, exceeded anytibdng 
seen in Italy in modem times. Ali 
that Eastern imagination had fancied,, 
all that poetic genius had ascribed to 
fairy power, seemed realised on this 
memorable occasion. The singular and 
romantic situation of the city ; its blue 
sea and cloudless skies ; its streets of 
marble and lofty palaces ; its embattled 
shores and overhanging forts; its proud 
domes, surmounting one another in 
gay theatric pride ; and its lovely bay, 
glittering with the sails of innumerable 
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barks, were peculiarly fitted to giye 
animation and lustre to the spectaelee. 
Splendid, above all, were the fireworks 
and illuminations at night-Hspreading 
from the Lanteme on &e west to the 
extremity of the Mole on the east^ 
seeming to ascend to heaven in the 
mountains above, and to descend to 
the deep in the reflection of the water 
beneath. Never, in the proudest days 
of its greatness, amidst the triumphs 
of Dona or the glories of La Meloria^ 
did Genoa present so- magnificent a 
speotade as in these the last of its long 
existence. It was amidst the roar of 
artillery and the blaze of illumination 
that this venerable republie descended 
into an imhonoured tomb. Such is 
modem Italian patriotism ( 

47. The same period witnessed the 
extinction of the republic of Lucca; 
the promises of Napoleon were- fuHUl- 
ed. It was bestowed, as a separate ap- 
panagcj along with Piombino, on his 
sister, the Princess Eliza. Such was 
the comment on the saying of Napo- 
leon nine years before, that the* days 
were passed in which republics could 
be swallowed up by monarchies ! Fin- 
ally, he put the last hand to the organi- 
jiation at this time of Italy, by a decree, 
after his return to Paris, incorporating 
the states of Parma and Placentia trith 
the French empire, under the titte of 
the twenty-eighth military division. 
His ascendancy in Italy was now com- 
plete. Piedmont, Qenoa, Parma» and 
Placentia were incorporated with the 
Empire: he reigned at Milan by the 
title of king; and in Lucca and Tuscany, 
through the ephemeral governments of 
the Princess Eliza and the King of 
Etruria. 

48. These prodigious strides towards 
universal dominion did not escape the 
notice of the other powers of Enropa 
The resolution of Bussia and England 
was already fixed ; but Mr Pitt had no 
smaH difficulty in the outset in brings- 
ing the views of the cabinet of St 
Petersburg to a practical bearing. The 
ideas of the Emperor Alexander, mould- 
ed by the philanthropic dreams of his 
preceptor Laharpe, and afterwards by 
the visions of. Ceartorinski and the 
Abb^ Piacoll, were strongly tulned 



towards the coercion of the Revolution 
by a moral influence of which Russia 
was to be the head. He contemplated 
the adjustment of the diflerences of 
France and England by a congress of 
European powers, somewhat similar to 
those which afterwards arose out of 
the Ghrand Alliance. He proposed that 
both parties should abate somewhat of 
their pretensions ; that France should 
withdraw from Italy and Qermany, 
but retain the frontier of the Rhine 
and the Alps ; and that England should 
evacuate Malta. He strongly urged 
the construction of two jQrontier king- 
doms, to be a check on France — one 
is the Low Countries, one to the south 
of the Alps-^the reconstruction upon 
a sure footing of the Germanic Empire, 
and the establishment of such a code of 
public law for Europe as might superr 
sede the sad necessity of warfare be- 
tween separate states. With great ad- 
dress Mr Pitt adopted whatever was 
capable of immediate application in 
these projects, and adjourned to a more 
tranquil period what appeared imprae- 
ticable. At length, though not with- 
out considerabjie difficulty, he brought 
the Russian cabinet to see that the 
great thing at present was to provide 
a barrier against the encroachments of 
France, leaving the reconstruction of 
society for a period when security had 
been attained. But although Russia 
was thus in the end brought to take 
her proper part in the European alli- 
ance, it was not so easy a matter to 
get ih.e other powers to engage in the 
contest. The temporising policy of 
the cabinet of Vienna, desirous to gain 
time, and prepare for those redoubtable 
blows wl:ach they well knew, in the 
event of hostilities, would be in the 
first imrtance directed against them- 
selves, rmdered it necessary during the 
first part of the year to delay the rup- 
ture. The utmost that could be done, 
in the first instance, was to procure 
the conclusion of a secret convention, 
signed at Vienna on the 6th November 
1804, of a defensive and precautionary 
nature. By this treaty Austria agreed, 
in the event of France making farther 
strides in Italy, to bring 285,000 men 
into the field to co-operate with 115,000 
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BiMwianii ; and, in the event of gnooeai, 
her frontier was to be advanced to the 
Adda, and she was to obtain Sahsburg 
and the Briagao. Bat nothing was 
done under this treaty; and it is 
only very recently it has been brought 
to Hghtk* The rapid advances of Na- 
poleon in Italy, however, at length 
roused the indignation of tiie Aostrian 
nobility. M. Winzingerode, the Rus- 
sian ambassador, daily found the <»bi- 
net more inclined to adopt his views 
as to the necessity of a general and 
combined e£fort to arrest the common 
danger; and at length the force of 
general opinion became so great, that 
it produced a change in the cabinet^ 
and total alteration in the external 
policy of government. The iUnstrious 
president of the council, IC. Cobentsel, 
who had long been at the head of the 
pacific party, resigned, and was suo- 
eeeded by Count BaiUet Latour ; and 
Prince Schwartzenberg received the 
situation of vice-presideDt of the Aulio 
CounciL This change was decisive; 
the war party was now predominant ; 
and it was only a question of time and 
expedience when hostilities should be 
'commenced. 

49. Russia and England, more re- 
moved from the danger, and therefore 
more independent in their resolutions^ 
had proceeded considerably farther in 
the formation of a coalition. On the 
11th April a treaty was signed at St 
Petersburg, which regulated the terms 
and the objects of the contracting par- 
ties, and the forces they were respec- 
tively to employ in carrying these into 
execution. The preambler set forth, 
"As the state of suffering in which 
Europe is placed demands immediate 
remedy, their majesties have mutually 
determined to consult upon the means 
of putting a stop thereto, without wait- 
ing for fresh encroachments on the part 
of the Frendi government. They have 
agreed, in consequence, to employ the 
most speedy and efiOlcacious means to 
form a general league of the states of 
Europe, and to engage them to accede 
to the present concert" The forces to 
be em^yed, independent of those fur- 
nished by England, were fixed at five 
* See TmxBS^ v. 856. 



hundred thoinand men ; and the ob- 



jects of the league axededared to 
** 1. The evacuation of the countiy of 
Hanover, and of the north of Gennai^. 
2. The establishment of the indepeik- 
dence of the republics of Holland and 
Switseriand. SL The le-establisfament 
of the King of SaHiiria in Piedmont^ 
with as lazge an angmentatian of terri- 
tory as circumstanoes will admitb 4. 
The future security of tiie kingdom of 
Naples, and the comitate erracuatioii 
of Italy, including the nlaod of £lb% 
by the French forces. 5. The intro- 
ductioB of an order of things into En- 
rope which may effiBctually gaaraatee 
the security and independence of the 
diffnent states, and present a solid 
barrier against future usurpations. To 
enable the diffnwnt powers who may 
accede to the coalition to bring for* 
wnd the forces respeetively required 
of them, En^and engages to fumishsub- 
sidles, in the proportion of £1,250,000 
sterling for every 100,000 of regular 
troops sent into the field." 

50. By separate artiolss, signed be- 
tween England and Russia only, it was 
agreed that the objects of the alliance 
should be attempted as soon as 400,000 
men could be ready for active service; 
of which Austria was expected to far- 
nish 250,000, Russia 115,000, and the 
remaining 35,000 were to be supplied 
by Hanover, Sardinia, and Naples. By 
another separate artids^ Russia en- 
gaged to march forthwith an army of 
60,000 men to the frontiers of Austria, 
and 80,000 to those of PnMsta, '' to be 
able to co-operate with the said courts 
in the proportions established by the 
treaty, and to support them respec- 
tively, in case they should be attacked 
by fVance;" and that, independently 
of the 115,000 men to be engaged in 
active operations, the Emperor of Rus- 
sia should keep bodies of reserve and 
of observation upon his frontiers. The 
advantages of the treaty, so far as sub- 
sidies were concerned, were to be ex- 
tended to Austria and Sweden, if in the 
course of the year 1805 they brought 
then* f orees into action ; the Emperor of 
Russia agreed, if necessary, to bring 
180,000 men into the field, on the same 
conditions as to supplies as the original 
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115,000; and the contracting parties 
bound themselTes to make common 
cause against any power which should 
unite with France in the contest which 
was approaching. Finally, a separate 
article- of great importance settled the 
ultimate objects of the coalition, and 
the intentions of the Allies in regard 
to the states which they might rescue 
from the dominion of France, in a man- 
ner alike consistent with good faith, 
justice, and moderation.* 

51. Notwithstanding the definite 
terms of this treaty, considerable dif- 
ficulty existed, and delay was incurred, 
in an'anging the terms of the Austrian 
co-operation. Kot that the cabinet of 
Vienna was backward in their disposi- 
tion to promote the objects of the coa- 
lition, but that the deplorable state of 
their finances rendereid it impossible 
for them to bring any considerable 
forces into the field till they had re- 
ceived large subsidies from Qreat Bri- 
tain, and that it was highly inexpe- 
dient to commence hostilities till these 
had arrived, as the exposed situation 
of their territories rendered it certain 
that they would be the first objects of 
attack. In the end, however, by the 
indefatigable efibrts of Mr Pitt on the 
part of England, and M. Novosiltzoff 

* " The Emperor and King being disposed 
to form an energetio concert, wi^ the sole 
view of insurinjjf to Europe a solid and lasting 
peace, founded upon the principles of justice, 
equity, and the law of nations, are aware of 
the necessity of a mutual understanding at 
this time with regard to those principles on 
which they will act as soon as the events of 
the war may render it necessary. These 
principles are, in no degree to control public 
opinion in France, or in any other countries 
where the oombhied armies may carry on 
their operations, tHth respect to the form ^ 
govemmeTU which it may be proper to adopts nor 
to appropriate to themselves, till a peace 
should be concluded, any of the conquests 
made by one or other of the belligerent par- 
ties; to take possession of the towns and ter- 
ritories whi^ may be wrested Arom the com- 
mon enemy, in the name of the country or 
state to which they of right belong; and in 
all other cases in the name of all the mem- 
bers of the league; and, finally, to assemble 
at the termination of the war a general con- 
gress, to discuss and fix the proviBions of the 
law of nations on a more definite basis than 
has been possible heretofore, and to insure 
theirobservancebya federative systemfound- 
ed upon the situation of the different states of 
Europe."— Pari. i>e6. vi. App. t, 7. 



on that of Russia, these difficulties were 
overcome, and the cordial co-operatioD 
of Austria to the alliance was obtained. 
The Austrian minister at St Peters- 
burg, Count Stadion, forcibly repre- 
sented the dilapidated state of the Im- 
perial finances, and insisted on a sub- 
sidy of £3,000,000, one-half to be 
immediately paid, in order to bring the 
troops into the field, and the other by 
monthly instalments after the cam- 
paign had commenced. These terms 
were at length agreed to by the British 
ambassador, it being stipulated that 
the Emperor of Austria should forth- 
with embody a force of not less than 
three bundled and twenty thousand 
men, and that the advance to be made 
by Qreat Britain, under the name of 
premiere mite en campagne, or prelimi- 
nary payment, should be made on this 
calcu&tlon. On the same day a treaty 
was concluded between Bussia and 
Austria; and active negotiations en- 
sued between the Aulic Council and 
the Russian war-minister relative to 
the measui*es to be pursued in the pro- 
secution of their joint hostilities. 

52. Much less difficulty was experi- 
enced in an-anging the terms of an al- 
liance, ofifensive and defensive, with 
Sweden, which had already, by the 
treaty of 8d December 1804, evinced a 
desire to range itself under the ban- 
ners of England. By a convention, 
concluded at Helsingborg on the 81st 
August 1805, it was provided that Eng- 
land should pay monthly £1800 for 
every 1000 men who co-operated in the 
common cause ; and as the garrison of 
Stralsund was taken at 4000 men, who 
were not included in the subsidy, the 
periodical payment for them amounted 
to £7200. By a subsequent conven- 
tion, signed at Bekcagsog, 8d October 
1805, the number of Swedish tix>ops to 
be employed in Pomerania was fixed 
at 12,000 men, for whom England wa» 
to pay at the rate of £12, 10s. per an- 
num for each man, besides five months' 
subsidy in advance, as outfit for the 
campaign, and £50,000 to put Stral- 
sund in a respectable state of defence. 
Thus, by the eflfects of the incessant 
advances of Napoleon towards univer- 
sal dominion, and the genius and in- 
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flnenoe of Mr Pitt, were the diBOordant 
elementB of Eiiropean strength again 
arrayed, notwithstanding the tenor in- 
spired by former defeats, in a firm 
coalition against France, and a force 
was assembled amply sufficient, as the 
event has proved, to haye accomplished 
the deliTenuice of Europe, if ignorance 
or infistoation had not misdirected 
them when in the field. Diplomacy 
had done its part; War was now re- 
quired to complete the undertaking. 
Hr Pitt might then have said wi^ 
Wallace, when he had assembled the 
Scottish peers and the forces of his 
country in the war of independence 
on the field of Falkiik— " Kow, gal- 
lants ! I have brought you to the ring : 
dance as you may." 

53. It was still, however, a great ob- 
ject^ if possible, to engage Prussia in 
the alliance ; and, for this purpose, M. 
Kovosiltzoff was despatched to Berlin, 
and the successive annexations of Qe- 
noa, Parma, and Placentia, to France, 
gave him great advanttijges in the 
representations which he made as 
to the necessity of opposing a bar- 
rier to its future progress. Fearful of 
the strife which was approaching, and 
apprdiensive of being cast down from 
the position which she occupied in the 
shock of such enormous powers, Prus- 
sia made the most energetic efforts to 
avert the collision, and, for this pur- 
pose, the cabinet of Berlin despatched 
M. Zastroff, aide-de-camp to the King, 
to St Petersbuig. Under the media- 
tion of Prussia, a negotiation between 
the courts of Russia and France took 
place, which for three months averted 
the commencement of hostilities, but 
led to no other result. Neither party 
was sincere in the desire for an accom- 
modation ; and if either had, the pre- 
tensions of the opposite powers were 
too much at variance to render a paci- 
fication possible. France was reso- 
lutely determined to abandon none of 
its acqtusitions on the Continent^ al- 
leging as a reason that they were ne- 
cessary to form a counterpoise to the 
vast increase of territory gained by 
Russia in the East, by Austria in Italy, 
and by England in India ; and the Em- 
peror Alexander replied, with reason. 



that recent events had too clearly de- 
monstrated that the aoquintitHis of 
France were out of all proportion to 
those of the other powers — a fact of 
which the necessity of a general coali- 
tion to form a barrier against its am- 
bition afforded the clearest evidence.* 
54. Notwithstanding all the efforts of 
Britain and Russia, however, it was 
found impossible to overcome the lean- 
ing of Prussia towards the French inte- 
rest. The real secret of this partiality 
was, not any insensibility to the dangers 
to be apprdiended to the independence 
of Germany from the power of France, 
on the part of tiie cabinet of Berlin, ov 
its able director Baron Hardenberg,. 
but the effect of the glittering prize 

* The real points in dispute between Fraooe 
and Runia wUl be better understood tcoax 
the following extract from the MonUeur at 
this period, Uian it can be from the reserved 
and formal style of diplomatic notea " What 
have France and Russia to embroil thcmT 
Perfectly independent of each other, they 
are impotent to inflict eyil» but all-powerfhT 
to communicate beneflta. If the Emperor of 
France exerdaes a great influence in Italy, 
the Czar exercises a still greater over Turkey 
and Fenda. If the cabinet of Russia pretends 
to have a right to affix limits to the power of 
France, without doubt it is eoually disposed 
to allow the Emperor of the French to pre- 
scribe the bounds which it is not t5 pass. 
Russia has partitioned Poland : it is but fkur 
that France should have Belgium and the 
left bank of the Rhine. It has seized upon 
the Crimea, the Caucasus, and the northern 
provinoea of Peraia; can it deny that the 
right of aelf-preservation ^ves France a titia 
to demand an equivalent m Europe ? Do you 
wish a general congress in Europe? Let 
every power begin by restoring the oon- 

2ue8ts whidi it has made during the last 
fty yeanL Let them re-establiiu Poland, 
restore Venice to its Senate, Trinidad to 
Spain, Ceylon to Holland, the Crimea to the- 
Porte, the Caucasus and Georgia to Persia^ 
the kingdom of Mysore to the sons of Tippoo 
Saib, and the Mahratta states to their lawful 
owners, and then the other powers may haver 
some title to insist that France shall retire- 
within her ancient limits. It is the fkshion- 
to apeak, of the ambition of France. Had she 
chosen to preserve her conquests, the half of 
Austria, the Venetian states, the states of 
Holland and Switzerland, and the kingdom 
of Nicies, would have bean in her po sses 
sion. The limits of France are in reality the 
Adige and the Rhine. Has it passed either 
of these Hmito ? Had it fixed on the Salza 
and the Drave, it would not have exceeded 
the bounds of ita conquests." It is not dif- 
ficult to trace the hand of Napoleon in these 
able remarks.— JfontTtfur, 18tb July 1805; and> 
Dumas, xii H, 97. 
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wliich h«r ministan had long ooveted 
in the electorate of Hanover. The 
Prussian government oould never di- 
vest itself of the idea that> by preserv- 
ing a dubions neutrality, and reserv- 
ing their interposition for the decisive 
moment) they might without danger 
add that important acquisition to their 
dominiona In effect, Napoleon, w^ 
aware of this secret bias, withdrew, in 
the close of July, twelve thousand men 
from the Hanoverian states ; and the 
Prussian ministers then dropped hints 
as to '^ the revival of the Kin^s wishes 
as to Hanover," and at leng^ openly 
broached the project of taking provi- 
sional possession of that electorate, " as 
the union of the Continental dominions 
of his Britannic Mijesty to Prussia is 
of such consequence to that monarchy, 
that it can never relinquish the pro- 
spect of gaining such an acquisition, 
provided it can be done without com- 
promising the character of his Majesty." 
There was the real obstacle. The 
King of Prussia, notwithstanding all 
the immediate advantages of the acqui- 
sition, was stung with the secret re- 
proaches of conscience at the idea of 
thus appropriating the possessions of a 
friendiypower,attheverymomentwhen 
that power was making such efforts, 
without the idea of selfish recompense, 
for the deliverance of Europe. 

55. The struggles of conscience, how- 
ever, became da&y weaker. The King 
at length put the question to his min- 
isters, ** Can I, without violating the 
rules of morality, without being held 
up in history as a prince destitute of 
£uth, depart, for the acquisition of 
Hanover, from the character which I 
have hitherto maintained ?" The wo- 
man that deliberates is lost. It was 
easy to see in what such contests be- 
tween duty and interest would termi- 
nate. Before the middle of August, 
the Prussian cabinet intimated to the 
French minister at Berlin their willing- 
ness to conclude a treaty of alliance, 
offensive and defensive, with the French 
government, on the footing of the an- 
nexation of Hanover to their domi- 
nions. Napoleon eagerly closed with 
BO advantageous an offer, and joyfully 
agreed to rid himself of a dangerous 



enemy at the expense of Englandl 
Duroc was forthwith sent from Paris 
to conclude its terms, and arrived there 
on the 1st September. Subsequent 
unforeseen events prevented the treaty 
being signed, and saved' BrusBia from 
this lastaot of cupidity and infatustton ; 
but in the meanwhile the precious mo- 
ments were lost. The Frendi forces 
were enabled to pour in uTesisttble 
mnltitudei^ throu^ the IVussiaii do- 
minions, upon the devoted host at 
Ulm; and the battle of Austerlitz 
overthrew the independence of Qer- 
many, and exposed Prussia, unaided, 
to the mortal strokes of the French 
Emperor. By such combinations of 
selfishness and folly was Napoleon aid* 
ed in his project of elevating Fi'ance to 
supreme autifciority in Europe, and for 
such wretched objects was that sincere 
alliance of all its powers long prevented, 
which would at any time have opposed 
an effectual barrier to his progress 1 * 

* The FruaaiAn ministers haviii^ demand- 
ed a frank statement of the intentions of Na- 
X>oleon in the event of such an alliance, the 
following note was presented hy ^e SVendi 
minister to Baron Hardenbera :— " The peaoe 
of the Continent will be the fruit of the alli- 
ance between France and Prussia. It will be 
enough for this purpose for Prussia to say, 
that she makes common cause with Fraxice 
in say war which may have for its object 
to change the present state of Italy, what 
danger can Prussia fear, when the Emperor 
engages to support it with eighty thousand 
men against the Russians — ^when it will have 
for auxiliaries Saxony, Hesse, Bavaria^ Ba- 
den, the Emperor engaging to obtain for the 
King the possession of Hanover, while his 
allies will only be called on to guarantee the 
present state of Italy t The Emperor ofEoxs 
Hanover, absolutely and without any con- 
dition; and the King may Judge from that 
whether or not he is disposed to be generous 
towards his German allies." The Prusdaa 
minister replied : — " It is with the most lively 
gratitude that the E^ing has received the pro- 
position made by the intervention of the 
Frenchminister. He experiences the greatest 
satisfaction at the proposal made to exehana* 
the eUctoraU of Hanover for a gvuirantee qf the 
present state qf Italy, in order to avert a war 
on the Continent, and lead towards peaoe 
with England. His Majesty is desirous to 
see the independence of Switzerland estab- 
lished, as well as that of Holland, and the 
part of Italy not allowed by Prussia to France.- 
If on these subjects his Imperial Mt^esty will 
explain himself in a positive manner, the 
King will enter with pleasure into the details 
necessary for a definitive arrangement."'' 
BiONOir, iv. 271, S72. 
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56, Tlireatening as was the present 
state of the Contuient, Napoleon was 
not one whit diverted by it firom his 
projected descent upon Great Britain. 
On the contrary, it only famished an 
additional reason for pushing the pre- 
parations for that great nndertaking 
with additional vigour ; he being weU 
aware that if Eng^Eisud was destroyed, 
the Continental coalition would soon 
fall to pieces, and that a blow struok on 
the banks of the Thames would more 
effectually attain this object than one 
either in the basin of the Danube^ or 
on the shores of the Vistula. For this 
purpose, in the midst of the splendid 
pageants in Italy, on which their mag- 
nificence had caused the eyes of all 
Europe to be fixed, the Emperor, ae- 
companied by Josephine, set out late 
on the evening of the 8th July firom 
Turin, and travelled with such extra* 
ordinary rapidity, that, outstripping all 
his escorts, he reached Fontaiaebleau 
on the morning of the 11th, having ac- 
complished the journey of above five 
hundred miles in less than sixty hours. 
Cambac^r^ and all his ministarB were 
there, with full details of the armament 
both by land and sea. Scarcely had he 
c<»npleted the necessary examination, 
when, devoured with anxiety for the 
return of the combined fleet from the 
West Indies, which he daily expected, 
he continued his journey to the coast, 
there to peril his crown and life on the 
most gigantic undertaking ever prO' 
jeeted by man since the invasion of 
Greece by the anas of Xerxes. For 
this purpose, shortly after his return 
from Italy, he repaired to the camp at 
Boulogne^ there to inspect in person 
the vast nulit€ffy force arrayed on the 
shores of the Channel, and to direct 
the distant movements of the fleeter 
by which he hoped to obtain, for a 
time at least, the mastery of tlw seas, 
and the means of safely disembarking 
that mighty host within a few days' 
mai'ch of London. Shortly after his 
arrival, he reviewed 1(H>,000 men on 
the sands of Boulogpne. The line was 
three leagues long; never had he seen 
himself at the head of such a force, 
and rarely, if ever, had the world seen 
so splen^d a military spectacle. The 



Emperor was in the highest spirits, as 
well he mighty at the* splendid appear- 
ance of his troops, and was ooiSldeut 
of success the moment the fleet ap- 
peared, which he hourly expected. To 
Admiral Decrds he wrote on the 4th 
August — ** The English do not know 
what awaits them. If we are masters 
of the Channel for two hours, England 
hoB Iwed ki time" To Cambao^r^s ha 
said at the same time, who was repre* 
senting the preparations of Austrm — 
** A few days will snifice to cross the 
strait, and when the sea is passed, the 
ooaHiion is struck at the heart. The 
arm of Aiistria is struck down, the 
moment London is takea Trust to 
me and my aetivii^ : I wiU astonish 
the world by the grandeur and rapidity 
of my stroll" 

57. The army which Napoleon had 
now assembled for this great enterprise 
was one of the most formidable, . in 
point of numerical strength, and be- 
yond all question the most perfect in 
point of military organisation, which 
had ever been brought tog^ether since 
the days of the Boman legions.* It 
amounted to 114,0(H) effective combat- 
ants, the total on tiie rolls being 1 32>00O ; 
432 pieces of cannon, and 14,654 horses^ 

* The composition of this vast armament 
around Boulogne was as follows: it is ono of 
the mo8t cunoua records of the age of Na- 
poleon :— 

Infantry, .... 76,798 

Cavalry, . . . . 11,640 

Cannoneers, . . 8,780 

Waggoners, . . 8,780 

Non-combatants^ . . 17,476 

Totals . 118,474 

Gun-boats, . . . 1,889 

Transport vesiels, . . 964 

Which would carry (menX 161,215 

and horses, . . . 6,069 

Guns mounted ou armed 

vesseli^ . 8,600 

Horses, .... 7,894 
Fusils (spared . . . 82,837 
Cartridges, . . .13,000,000 
Flints, .... 1,268,400 
Biscuits (rations)^ . . 1,484,800 
Bottles of brandy, . . 236,280 
Tools, .... 80,875 
Saddles, .... 10,660 
Field-pieoes, ... 483; 

Bounds of ammwnltJoa, 86^400 

Loads of hay, . . . 70,870* 
Do. oats, . . . 70,870 
Sheep, .... 4,924 

-^DuiCA^xii.; Tlabk$,l, 2,8,ftonti]igp.804> 
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assembled in the camps at St Omer, 
Bruges, Montreuil, andBoulogne, besides 
24,000 at the Texel and Helvoetsluys, 
10,000 on board the combined fleet, 
and the like force at Brest, ready to 
embark in the squadron of Admiral 
Ckmtheaume; in all, 158,000 men, in the 
highest state of discipline and equip- 
ment. The stores of ammunition, war- 
like implements, and proyisions col- 
lected, were on an unparalleled scale 
of magnitude, and amply evinced the 
reality of the design which the Em- 
peror had in view. Each cannon had 
200 rounds of ammunition ; the cart- 
ridges were 13,000,000; the flints, 
1,200,000 ; the biscuits, 2,000,000; the 
saddles, 10,000; and 5000 sheep were 
ready to accompany the army in its 
embarkation. Provisions for the im- 
mense multitude for three months had 
been collected : the hospital arrange- 
ments were perfect ; and 2293 vessels 
— capable of transporting 160,000 men 
and 6000 horses — of which 1339 were 
armed with above 3500 pieces of can- 
non, independent of the artillery which 
accompanied the army, awaited, in the 
harbours of Boulogne, Staples, Amble- 
teuse, Ostend, and Calais, the signal to 
put to sea. 

58. During its long encampment on 
the shores of the Channel, this great 
army had been organised in a different 
manner from any that had yet existed 
in modem Europe. It is a curious 
circumstance, that the genius of Napo- 
leon, aided by all the experience of 
the revolutionary wars, reverted at last 
to a system extremely similar to that 
of the Roman legions ; and to the vig- 
our and efficiency of this organisation, 
which has never since been departed 
from, the subsequent extraordinary 
successes of the French armies may in 
some degree be ascribed. At the com- 
mencement of the Revolution, the divi- 
sions of the army, generally fifteen or 
eighteen thousand strong, were hurried, 
xmder the flrst officer that could be 
found, into the field ; but it was soon 
found that there were few generals 
capable of skilfully directing the move- 
ments of such considerable masses of 
troops; while, on the other hand, if 
the divisionB were too small, there was 



a want of that unity and decision of 
movement which was requisite to in- 
sure success. Selecting a medium be- 
tween these two extremes. Napoleon 
adopted a double division. His army 
was divided, in the first instance, into 
corps composed of from twenty to 
thirty thousand men each, the direction 
of which was intrusted to a marshal of 
the Empire. Each of these corps had, 
in pi*oportion to its force, a suitable 
allotment of field and heavy artillery, 
its reserve, and two or three regiments 
of light cavalry ; but the heavy cavalry 
and medium horae, or dragoons, wero 
united into one corps, and placed imder 
the command of one general. 

59. The organisation of the Imperial 
Guard was precisely the same, with 
this difference only — that it was consi* 
dered as the reserve of the whole army, 
and as such more immediately under 
the command of the Emperor himself. 
Each corps was foimed into four of 
five divisions, varying in strength from 
five to seven thousand men, command* 
ed by generals of division, who receiye<l 
their orders from the general of the 
corps. The troops in these divisions 
always remained under the same offi> 
cers ; the divisions themselves belong* 
ed to the same coi*ps ; no incorporation 
or transposition, excepting in cases of 
absolute necessity, arising firom extra- 
ordinary casualties in war, disturbed 
the order established in the camps. 
In this way the generals came to know 
their officers, the officers their soldiers ;. 
the capacity, disposition, and qualities 
of each were understood. An esprit de 
corps was formed, not only among the 
members of the same regiment, but 
among those of the same division and 
corps ; and the general of division took 
as much pride in the precision with 
which the regiments under his orders- 
performed their combined operations, 
or the marshal in the perfection of the 
arrangements of the corps under his 
direction, as the captain of dragoons 
did in the steadiness with which his 
men kept their line in a charge, or the 
sergeant in the cleanness of the ap- 
pointments of the little subdivision in- 
trusted to his care. Next to the Impe- 
rial Guard, and noways inferior to it 
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m the splendid mppmnooo whidi H 
presented, was the Corps dTEliU of 
grenadiets which Jnnot had formed st 
AxTsSb It consisted of ten hstUlions 
of 800 men each, selected from the 
grenadier companies of regiments not 
intended to form part of the expedition. 
Their appearance and martial air were 
in the hig^iest degree magnificent; and 
Napoleon, by whom theseqoalities were 
liig^y appreciated, destined them for 
the perilons honoor of being first land- 
ed on the British shores. 

60. The camps in which the soldiers 
were lodged, during their long sojourn 
on the shores of the Channel, were cha- 
racterised by the same admirable sys- 
tem of oiganiaation. They were hud 
oat^ according to the nsoal form, in 
squares intersected by streets, snd com- 
posed of barracks constructed on a uni- 
form plan, according to the materials 
furnished by the country in which they 
were situated. At Ostend they were 
composed of light wood and straw ; at 
Boulogne andVimireux, of sharp stakes 
cut in the forest of Guems, supported 
by masonwork. These field-barracks 
were extremely healthy: the beds of 
the soldiers, nused two feet above the 
ground, were composed of straw, on 
which their camp-blankets were laid ; 
the utmost care was taken to preserve 
cleanliness in every part of the estab- 
lishment. Constant employment was 
the true secret both of their good health 
4md docile habits. Neither officers nor 
soldiers were ever allowed to remain 
«Dj time idle. When not employed in 
mUitary evolutions, they were conti- 
nually engaged either in raising or 
strengthening the field-works on the 
different points of the coast) or level- 
ling down eminences, draining marshes, 
or filling up hoUows, to form agreeable 
esplanades in front of their habitations, 
and where their exerdses were per- 
formed. The different corps and divi- 
sions vied with each other in these 
works of utility or recreation: they 
-even went so far as to engage in under- 
takings of pure ornament ; gardens were 
•created, flowers were cultivated, and, 
in the midst of an immense military 
population, the aspect of nature was 
8eDai)>ly improved. 



6L Satisfied with their lot in this 
great encampment^ the soldien wera 
singularly tractable and obedient. Con- 
stantly oocapied and amused by the 
spectacle of sea-fights, or frequent re> 
views and mock battles, they neither 
murmured at the exactions of a rigid 
discipline^ nor experienced the usual 
monotony and languor of a pacific life 
in camps. The good effects of distri- 
buting the corps into divisions were 
here soon rendered oon8picnon& The 
general commanding eadi division be- 
came not only personally acquainted 
with all his officers, but had an oppor- 
tunity of correcting anything defective 
in the discipline of the men ; and the 
soldiers, from constant exerdses, and 
the habit of acting together in large 
masses, acquired a degree of precision 
in the performance of manoeuvres on 
a great scale, which never before had 
been equalled in the French armies, 
and embraced everything that was really 
usefrd or suitable to the French cha- 
racter in the discipline of the Qreat 
Frederick. 

62. No man knew better than Napo- 
leon, from his own experience, as weU 
as from the calamities which an obsti- 
nate adherence to the opposite system 
had inflicted upon his opponents, that 
the general-in-chief, especially if far re- 
moved from the theatre of operations, 
cannot with advantage prescribe tho 
details of subordinate movements. In 
his campaigns, consequentiy, each mar- 
shal received general instructions as to 
the line of operations which he was to 
adopt, and the end to which his efforts 
were to be directed; but he was left 
entirely master of the means by which 
these objects were to be attained. And 
although Napoleon was frequenUy ex- 
tremely minute in his directions to his 
lieutenants, yet he always left them a 
general discretion to adopt them or not, 
according to cii*camstance8 ; insomuch 
that a commander, in his estimation, 
would have committed a serious fault 
if he had followed the letter of his in- 
structions when a change of circum- 
stances called for a deviation fromtiiem. 
The same system of confidence was 
established between the marshal and 
his generals of division, to all of whom 
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a oertaia diicretiQnafy poiwer in the 
execution of orders waa intrusted; & 
coufldenoe for the most part well de- 
served by the ability and experience of 
these offio^ns. In one respect only the 
changes of Napoleon at this period 
"^ere of doabtfiil utility, and that was 
in yirtually suppressing the Stat major, 
or general stidOf, by enacting that the 
rank of colonels in it should be abo- 
lished ; an ordinance which, by closing 
the avenue of promotion, at once ban- 
ished all young men of ability from 
that department^ and degraded what 
had formerly been the chief school of 
military talent into a higher species of 
public couriers. 

6S. But though Napoleon left to each 
officer, in his own sphere, those dis- 
cretionary powers which he knew to 
be indispensable, it is not to be sup- 
posed .tnat he was negligent of the 
manner in which their seyeral duties 
were discharged, or that a vigilant su- 
perintendence was not kept up^ under 
his direction, of all deparUnents in the 
army. On the contrary, he exercised 
an incessant and most active watchful- 
ness over every officer intrusted with 
any service of importance in the vast 
army subject to his orders. Nothing 
escaped his vigilance. Continual re- 
ports addressed to headquarters in- 
formed him how every branch of his 
service was conducted ; and if anything 
was defectiTe^ an immediate reprimand 
from Berthier informed the person in 
&ult that the atteiltion of the Emperor 
had been attracted to his delinquence. 
Incessant and minute instructions, ad- 
dressed to the generals, commissaries, 
and functionaries of every description 
ooxmected with the army, gave to all 
the benefit of his luminous views and 
vast experience. With the extension 
of his forces, and the multiplication of 
their wants, his powers appeared to 
expand in an almost miraciUous pro- 
portion; and the active superinten- 
dence of an, which seemed the utmost 
limit of human exertion when only 
fifty thousand men re<|uired to be sur- 
veyed, was not sensibly diminished 
when five hundred thousand were as- 
sembled. Above all, the attention of 
the Emperor was habitually turned to 



the means of providiug for the subsiBt- 
ence of his troops ; a branch of service 
which, frt>m the prodigious increase of 
his forces, and the rapidity with which 
he moved them into countries where 
no magaaaes had been formed, re- 
quired, in an extrac^rdinary degree, all 
tiie efforts of his talent and reflection. 
To such a len^ waa this superinten- 
dence of the Emperor carried, that it 
was a common saying in the army, that 
every officer who had anything of im- 
portance to perform imagined that the 
imperial attention was exclusively di- 
rected to himself : while, in fact, it waa 
divided among several hundreds, per- 
haps thousands, who stood in a similar 
predicament* By this unexampled 
vigilance, seconded by the great abi- 
lities of the officers and generals under 
his command, the army destined for 
the invasion of England acquired a de- 
gree of perfection, in point of discipline, 
organisation, and militaiy habits, un- 
precedented since the days of the Ro- 
man legions. 

64. The arrangements connected with 
the flotilla were as extraordinary and 
perfect as those of the land forces. It 
was organised in as many subdivisiona 
as there were sectionB in the army; and 
all the storei^ 'baggage, and artilleiy, 
were already on board; so that nothing 
remained but the embarkation of the 

* Am^le evidence of the troth of these 
observations exists hi the correspondence of 
the Emperor, still preserved in the archives 
of Paris, or in the custody of his senerals^ 
and which, if published entu«, woula amount 
to many hundred volumes. From the valu- 
able fragments of it published in tiie appen* 
dices to General Mathieu Dumas, and tibe 
works of Qeneral Goui^gaod and Baron Pain» 
on the campaigns of 1812, 1818, and 1814, as 
well as the letters of Napoleon, contained in 
Napier's Hittory qfthe Ptninaviar War, some 
idea may be formed of the prodigious mental 
activity of the man who, amidst all the cares 
of empire^ and all the distraction of almost 
incessant war&r^ contrived, during the 
twenty years that he held the rrina of power, 
to write or dictate probably more than the 
united works of I^e de Vega^ Voltaire^ and 
Sir Walter Scott. His secret and confidential 
correspondence with the Directory, published 
at Paris in 1819, from 1796 to 1798 only, a 
work of sreat interest andmity, amounts 
to seven lazge closely pxinted volumes ; and 
his letters to his generals during that time 
must have been at least twice as volumi- 
nous. 
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men. The Frendi gaoioB, adaptwl be- 
yond ihet of any other pec^le in Europe 
for the orgMiiwition of large bodies, 
shone forth here in full histre. Soeh 
was ihe peilection to which the ar* 
xaagements had been carried, that not 
only eveiy diyision of the army, but 
every xegimsnt had a section of the 
flotiUa allotted to it^ oonsiwta'ng of nine 
gon-boats for each battalion ; the point 
and Tflssal of embarkation waa assigned 
to every man, hors^ gon, and carriage 
in that prodigioiiB array; and, from con- 
stant practice, they had arrived at such 
precision in thst most difficult branch 
of their duty, that it was found by 
experiment that a corps of twenty-five 
thousand men, drawn up opposite the 
vessels allotted to them, could be com- 
pletely embazlEed in the short space of 
tenminntes. 

65. The chances of saoeess with this 
<iiri|TMmaA f oroe and flotiUa was ansdous- 
ly discussed in Napoleon's presence by 
Admirals Decrte and Bruiz, who de- 
servedly stood lughest in his oonfidencei 
" In a narrow sea, or near the shore^" 
said the former, '' when it can bring ite 
thousandaof gonstobear onaf ew vessels^ 
the flotilla is ezoeedingly formidable ; 
that is like attacking an army in a defile 
with a cloud of intrepid sharpdiooters. 
But suppose them in the open sea» with 
a fresh gale^ which would facilitate the 
movementB of the English vessels as 
much as it would impede those of your 
smaU crafty would they not run the 
greatest risk of being ran down or sunk 
by the giants whom they would have to 
combat?'' <' We might lose," answered 
Bruiz, " perhaps a hundred vessels out 
of two thousand ; but with the remain- 
ing nineteen hundred you would get 
clear over, and that is enough for the 
ruin of England."— " Yes," replied De- 
er^ " if the destruction of that him- 
dred did not produce discouragement 
to the nineteen hundred, which would 
induce confasion and ruin, especially if, 
as is not unlikely, the naval officers lost 
their presence of mind at the sight of 
so vast and awful a disaster." Napo- 
leon took a deep interest in their dis- 
cussion, but with his usual intrepidity, 
he inclined to the bolder side. "Let 
us," said he, '* but be masters of the 



stnite for six hours, and we an the 
masten of the world." * 

66. The olgect of NapoleoB, in this 
immense aoeumulaticnolgnn-boalsand 
armed Teasels, waa not to finoe hia way 
across the Ghannel by means of this 
novel species of naval f oroe^ bat merely 
te provide transports for the convey- 
ance of the troops, and withdraw the 
attention of the enemy, by their aeem- 
ing adaptaticii for wuiike opentions, 
from the quarter whenee the force 
really intended to cover the descent 
was to be obtained. The problem to 
be solved was, to transport one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand men in safety 
to the shores of Kent; and no man 
knew better than Napoleon that to en- 
gage in such an enterprise^ while the 
Kngliftb were masters of the sei^ was 
a vain, or, in the most fiivourable view, 
a perilous attempt. From the begpn- 
ning, therefore,he reaolvednot tohanrd 
the embarkation till, by a coneentration 
of all his naval forces in the Channel, 
while the English fieete were decoyed 
to distant parte of the world, he had 
acquired, for the time at least, a decided 
command of the passagei The great 
object^ however, was to disgniae these 
ultimate designs, and prevent the Eng- 
lish government from adopting the 

* " The Roohafbrt sauadron. ooniriiiiing of 

five vesaeU^ a three-decker, aad four frigateo^ 
is ready to weigh anchor; it has only five 
hostile ships te aoe. There are twenty-one 
vessels in the "Ehnat soaad r on. These have 
weighed anchor jjx oraer to harsas Admiral 
Comwallis, and compel the Kngltoh to main- 
tain a large number of ships in that quarter. 
The enemv have also six vessels before Texed, 
to blockade the I>utch squadron, oonsisting 
of ftve ships, four of them firigates. Genenu 
Harmont nas got his army on board. Be- 
tween Staples^ Boulogne, Yimereuz, and 
Ambleteuae, two new ports which I have 
caused to be constructec^ we have 270 sloops 
carrying guns, 634 gon-boats^ 386 small trans- 
ports, inall 1200 veasele^ carrying 120,000 men 
and 10,000 horses. Let us only command the 
strait for six hours, and we are masters of 
the world. By the return courier, let me 
know when you will be able to weiffh anchor, 
inform me as to the movementsof ue enemy, 
and where Nelson is. Consider well the 
mighty enterprise with which you are charg- 
ed, and before I affix my signature to your 
final orders, let me know how you propose 
to carry these out.**— ifopotom d VAmiral 
Latoudu-TrMlU, d TMilon, 8d July 1805. 
THxaaa^ Oonmlat €t VBmpirt, v. 189. 
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means by which they might haye been 
firustrated. For this end it was that 
the Boulogne flotilla was armed, and 
the prodigious expense incurred of con- 
structing above two thousand warlike 
vessels, bearing several thousand pieces, 
of cannon. Not one of these guns was 
meant to be fii*ed; they were intended 
only as a veil : the reel covering force 
was to assemble at Martinique, and was 
to return suddenly to Europe, while 
the British squadrons were despatched 
to distant points to succour their me- 
naced colonial possessions. The stra- 
tagem, thus ably conceived, was com- 
pletely successful. Not one person in 
the British dominions, except the saga- 
cious Admiral Collingwood, penetrated 
the real design. The French fleets re- 
turned in safety from the West Indies 
to the European latitudes, leaving Nel- 
son three weeks' sail in the rear ; and 
when the Emperor was at Boulogne, 
in August 1805, at the head of one 
hundred and thirty thousand men, sixty 
ships of the line were assembled in the 
Bay of Biscay, where the united British 
squadrons did not amount to much 
more than half that force.* 

67. Towards the success of this pro- 
found design, it was of importance to 
accumulate as much as possible of the 
flotilla at Boulogne ; and in the prose- 

* The followinfi^ valuable note, written by 
Napoleon at the time of his leaving the 
«amp at Boulc^n^e, in September 1805, ex- 
plains fUlIy the particulars of this great pro- 
ject: — 

" What was my deaini in the creation of 
the flotilla at Boulogne? 

" I wished to assemble forty or fifty ships 
of the line in the harbour of Martinique, by 
operations combined in the harbours of Tou- 
lon, Oadiz, Ferrol, and Brest ; to bring them 
suddenly back to Boulc^rne ; to find myself 
in this way, during fifteen days, the master 
of the sea; to have one hundred and fifty 
thousand men encamped on the coast, three 
or four thousand vessels in the flotilla, and 
to set sail the moment that the signal was 
given of the arrival of the combined fleet. 
That project has fidled. If Admiral Ville- 
neuve, instead of entering the harbour of 
Ferrol, had contented himself with joining 
the Spanish squadron, and instantly made 
sail for Brest and joined Admiral Oan- 
theaume, my army would have embarked, 
and it was all over with England. 

"To succeed in this obJMt, it was neces- 
sary to assemble one hundred and fifty thou- 
BuaA men at Boulogne; to have there four 
tbousfuid transports^ and immense nuUiriH, 



cution of this object^ many actions took 
place between the English cruisers and 
the vessels advancing round the coast 
They answered the double purpose of 
habituating the sailors to naval war* 
fare, and perpetuating the illusion that 
it was by means of the armed force of 
the flotilla that the descent was to be ef- 
fected. The vigour and boldness of the 
British cruisers knewno bounds in their 
warfare against this ignoble species of 
opponents, when coasting along under 
cover of the numerous battles by 
which the coast was guai*ded. But 
notwithstanding all their efforts, the 
success achieved, from the impossibility 
of getting sufficiently near the enemy, 
was more than counterbalanced by the 
severe loss of life sustained in those peri- 
lous services. The most important of 
these was a series of actions from the 
17th to the 19th July, when the Dutch 
flotilla, under the command of Admiral 
Verhuel, accomplished the passage from 
Dunkirk to Ambleteuse, near Botdogne. 
They were annoyed almost the whole 
way by the English vessels under the 
command of Sir Sidney Smith, and Cap- 
tain Owen in the Immortaliti^ frigate; 
but the weight of the attack was re- 
served for the rounding of Cape Gris 
Nez. The British ships approached 
within musket-shot, and poux^ in their 

to embark all that and nevertheless to pre- 
vent the enemy from divining my otgect. It 
appeared scarcely practicable to do sa If I 
had succeeded, it would have been by doing 
the converse of what misht have been ex- 
pected. If fifty ships of the line were to 
assemble to cover the descent upon England, 
nothing but trannrart-vessels were required 
in the harbours of the Channel, and all that 
assemblage of gun-boats, floating batteries, 
and armed vessels was totally useless. Had 
I assembled together three or four thousand 
unarmed transports, no doubt the enemy 
would have perceived that I awaited the 
arrival of my fleets to attempt the passage; 
but by constructing praams and gun-bcMits, 
I appeared to be opposing cannon to cannon ; 
ana the enemy was in tms manner deceived. 
They conceived that I intended to attempt 
the pass^e by msdn force, by means of my 
flotilla. They never penetrated my real de- 
sign; and when, ftrom the failure of the 
movements of my squadrons, my project was 
revealed, the utmost consternation per^^nded 
the ooundls of London, and all men of sense 
in England confessed that England had never 
been so near its ruin." — See the original in 
Dumas, zii. 816, 816 ; and IfapcUon in Mok- 
THOLOV, Ui App. 884. 
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wHh gTMt effect into the 
Frendi TesBels as tfaej were weathering 
that dangeroos pointy botandi was the 
vigour of the fire kept op bj the bai- 
tmes arranged on the diib under Mar- 
shal DaTOQst^ that thej were nnable to 
prevent the flotflla from reaching the 
place of their deetinati<Mi with Teiy little 
loBBb The rapid and inoeseant cannonade 
both b J the batteries on shore snd the 
'Rng^i«h cmiserB, and the Tirid interest 
excited -among an immense crowd of 
spectaiofB firomtheneighbonring camps 
by the passsge of the flotilla throagh 
sach a perilous defile, formed together 
a briDiant spectacle, which awakened 
the most animating feelings among the 
military and nayal forces of France. 

68. Whilethe Emperor, on the he^i;hts 
of Boulogne, was actiTdy engaged in 
reriewing the different corps uf his 
army, and inspecting the immense pre- 
parations for the expedition, the dif- 
ferent squadrons of his Empire were 
rapidly bringing on the great crisis be- 
tween the nsTsl forces of the two coun- 
tries. Early in the year. Napoleon took 
advantage of the open hostilities which 
had now ensued between England and 
Spain, to conclude at Paris a secret 
convention for the combined operation 
of the squadrons of both countries; 
and the important part there allotted 
to the fleets of Spain leaves no room 
for doubt that their co-operation had 
been foreseen and arranged with Na- 
poleon long before the capture of the 
treasure-frigates, and that tiiatunhappy 
event only precipitated the junction of 
the Spanish forces, already calculated 
on by Napoleon for the execution of 
his great design. By this convention 
it was stipulated that the Emperor 
should provide at the Texel an army 
of thirty thousand men, and the trans- 
ports and vessels of war necessary for 
their conveyance ; at Ostend, Dunkirk, 
Calais, Boulogne, and Havre, one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand men, with 
the necessary vessels of war and trans- 
ports; at Brest, twenty-one ships of the 
line, with frigates and Smaller veasels 
capable of embarking thirty thousand 
men ; at Rochefort, six ships of the line 
and four frigates, with foiu: thousand 
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men; at Toulon, eleven ahipa of the line 
and eafjtki frigates, having nine thou* 
sand land troops on board ; and Spain, 
in return, bound henslf to have thirty 
ships ai the line snd five thousand men 
ready, and provisioned for six months, 
in the harbours of Ferrol, Cadis^ and 
Carthagena — ^in all, tiiirty-eigfat Frendi 
ships of the line and thirty Spanish, 
and one hundred and seventy thousand 
men, all to be employed in the inva- 
sion of England. 

69. But their destination was as yet 
kept secret, it being provided "that 
these armaments shall be maintained 
and destined to operations on which 
his Majesty reserves the explsnati<Hu 
for a month, or to the general charged 
with full powers to that effect" When 
it is recollected that the fleets of Spain 
composed neariy a half of the naval 
forces thus assembled by Napoleon for 
the great object of his Ufe, and that 
without this addition his own would 
have been totally inadequate to the un* 
dertaking, no doubt whatever can re- 
main that their co-operation had for 
yean before been calculated on by his 
fiir-seeing policy; and this must increase 
the regret of every Englishman, that, by 
the unhappy neglect to declare war be- 
fore hostilities were commenced. Great 
Britain was put formally in the wrongs 
when in substance she was so obviously 
in the right The English government, 
after the breaking out of the Spanish 
war, lost no time in taking measures 
to meet the new enemy which had 
arisen. Sir John Orde, with five ships 
of the line, commenced the blockade of 
Cadiz ; Carthagena also was watched ; 
and a sufficient fleet was stationed off 
FerroL But still thesesquadrons, barely 
equal to the enemy's force in the har- 
bours before which they were respec- 
tively stationed, were totally unequal 
to prevent its junction with any supe- 
rior hostile fleet which might approach; 
and thus, if one division got to sea, it 
might with ease raise the blockade of 
all the harbours, and assemble the com- 
bined armament for the projected ope- 
rations in the Channel This was what 
in effect soon happened. 

70. Napoleon, anxious for the exe- 
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eutioii of his designs, sent orders for 
the Bochefort and Toulon squadrons to 
put to sea. On the 11th January the 
former of these, under the command of 
Admiral Missiescfy, set sail, and made 
itraight for the West Indies, without 
meeting with any English veesels. The 
Toulon squadron put to sea about the 
same time ; but having met with rough 
weather, it returned to Toulon con- 
siderably shattered in four days after 
its departure.* The Rochefort fleet was 
more fortunate; it arrived at Marti- 
nique on the 5th February, and after 
having landed the troops and ammu- 
nition destined for that island, made 
sail for the British island of Domi- 
nica, where the admiral landed four 
thousand men, tmder cover of a tremen- 
dous fire from the line-of-battle ships. 
General Prevost^ the governor, who had 
only five hundred regular troops in the 
island, inmiediately made the best dis- 
positions which the limited force at his 
command would admit to resist the 
enemy. He retired deliberately, dis- 
puting every inch of ground, to the fort 
of Pnnoe Rupert, in the centre of the 
island; and the French commander, 
not having leisure for a regular siege, 
re-embarked, and made sail for Gua- 
daloupe, after destroying the little town 
of Roseau. He next proceeded to St 
Kitt's and Nevis, in both of which 
islands he levied contributions and 
burned some valuable merchantmen; 
after which he embarked, without at- 
tempting to nuike any impression on 
the military defences. The arrival of 
Admiral Cochrane with six sail of the 
line having rendered any further stay 
in the West Indies dangerous, Admiral 
Miasiessy returned to Europe, after 
throwing a thousand men into Santo 
Domingo, and compelling the blacks to 
raise the siege of that place, and re- 
guned Roohef ort in safety in the begin- 
ning of April, to await another com- 
bination of the French and Spanish 
squadrons. 

* "These gentlemen," said Kelson, when 
he heard of this unexpected return, after 
having gone to Malta in search of tiie enemy, 
'* are not aooustomed to a Qulf of Lyons gale. 
We bare buffoted them for twenty-one 
monuis, and not carried away a spar." — 
SoUTBXY's L^e qfNeUon, iL 214. 



71. The successful issue of this expe- 
dition excited the greatest alarm in 
Great Britain, from tiie evidence which 
it afforded of the facility wiUi which, 
notwithstanding the utmost vigilance 
of the blockading squadrons, the 
enemy's fleets might leave and regain 
their harbours, and carry terror into 
her most distant colonial possessions. 
But it was fiur from answering the viem 
of Napoleon, who had prescribed to 
his admiral a much more extensive set 
of operations ; viz. to throw succours 
into Martinique and Gkiadaloupe, take 
possession of St Lucia and Dominica, 
regain Surinam and the other Dutch 
colonies, put the few remaining strong- 
holds of St Domingo in a respectable 
state of defence, and make himself 
master of St Helena. The instructions 
for this expedition are dated by the 
Emperor from Strassbuxg, September 
29, 1804, shortly before hu coronation. 
Strange combination in his destiny, to 
have contemplated the capture of the 
rock of St Helena on the eve of his 
coronation, as he had the reduction of 
the island of Elba at the period of his 
being created First Oonsid for life 1 

72. More important results followed 
the next sortie of the enemy, which 
took place on the 30th March, from 
Toulon. On that day Admiral Ville- 
neuve put to sea with eleven ships of 
the line and eight frigates — while 
Nelson, who purposely remained at a 
distance to entice the enemy from the 
protection of their batteries, was at 
anchor in the Gulf of Falma — and 
made straight for Carthagena, with the 
intention of joining the Spanish squa- 
di*on of six sail of the line in that har- 
bour. But, finding them not ready for 
sea, the French fleet passed the Straits 
of Gibraltar, raised the blockade of 
Cadiz, fi'om whence Sir John Orde re- 
tired to unite with the Channel fleet 
off Brest, and formed a junction with 
the Spanish ships in that harbour, and 
one French sail of the line whioh was 
lying there. Increased by this impor- 
tant accession to eighteen ships of the 
line and ten frigates, the combined 
fleet, having on board ten thousand 
veteran trooi«, set sail next day, April 
9, for the West Indies. About the 
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same time the Brest aqoadfoi, undflr 
Admiral Qanthwmme, oonaistaig of 
twenty-one ships of tiie line^ put to 
Bea» and remained tliiee dajs off the 
Isle of IJahant bdiore they r e tii 'ed to 
iheir harboor, on the approach of Ad- 
miral Gomwallis with the CSumnel 
^eety which only amounted to eighteen. 
Napoleon, however, reiterated his or- 
ders to Qantheanme to put to sea ; and 
that gallant admiral nubde the ntmost 
efforts to do so, but an extraordinary 
calm, which oontinned almost without 
interruption through the whole of 
April and May, rendered it impossible 
for him to ob^ his instmctionB, with- 
ont iwigaging ihe English fleets whidi 
lay off the harbonr, which he deemed 
it too hasardous to encounter. Find- 
ing that the vigikmoe of the blockad- 
ing squadron could not be eluded, 
Kapoleon relinquished the plan of 
effecting a junction betweoi the Tou- 
lon and Brest squadrons at sea, and 
enjoined Qantheaume to remain at 
Bresty and await there the arrival of 
the combined fleet from the West In- 
dies, which he hoped would raise the 
blockade. 

73. Meftnwhile Kelson was in the 
most cruel state of anxiety. He was 
bearing up from the Gulf of Palma for 
his old t>oBition off Toulon, when, on 
the 4th April, he met the Phcebe brig 
with the long-wished-for intelligence 
that YiUeneuye had again put to sea, 
end when last seen was steering for 
.the coast of Africa. Upon this he im- 
mediately set sail for Palermo, under 
the impression that they had gone to 
Egypt; bttt^ feeling assured by the 
lltii, from the information brought by 
his cruisers, that they had not taken 

* On this occasion, Nelson wrote to Sir 
Alexander Ball, at Malta :— " My good for- 
tune, my dear Ball, seems flown away. I 
cannot geta &lr wind, nor even a side-wind. 
. J>ead foul 1 But my mind is fully made up 
what to do when we leave the Straits, sup- 
posing there is no certain account of the 
enemy's destination. I believe this ill-luck 
will go far to kill me ; but as these are times 
for exertion, I must not be cast down, what- 
ever I may feel." — Southet, ii. 217. 

t The uncertainty as to the destination of 
iS^elson'a squadron filled Napoleon, whose 
mind, not less than that of his great oppo- 
nent, was anxiously intent on the result of 
the momentous ev«ic8 now in progress, with 



that diiectiQaDy be instantly tamed and 
beat up, with the utmoet difficulty, 
against straig westeriy winds, to Gib- 
xmltar; devoured all ti^e while by the 
utmoet anxiety lest^ before he eoold 
reach them, the enemy might menace 
Ireland or Jamaica. In spite of eveiy 
exertion, he could not reaeh. the Stnits 
tin the SOth April, and CTen then the 
wind was ao adT«ne that he oould not 
pass them, and was compelled to an- 
chor in Macari bay, on the Barbazj 
coast, for five day&* At length, on 
the 5th Hay, he leoeived certain infor- 
mation that the combined fleet had 
made for the West Indies^ and amount- 
ed to eighteen sail of the line and ten 
frigates. Nelson had only ten aail of 
the line and three frigates ; his ships 
had been at sea for nearly two years ; 
the crews were worn out with &tigue 
and watching; and anxiety had so 
preyed upon his naturally ardent mind, 
that his health had seriously suffered, 
and his physician had declared an im- 
mediate return to England indispen- 
sable to its reooYery. In these eiroum- 
staucea, this heroic officer did not an 
instant hesitate what course to adopts 
but immediately made signal to hoist 
eveiy rag of canvass for the West In- 
dies. " Do you," said he to his cap- 
tains, '' take a Frenchman a-pieoe, and 
leave all the Spaniards to me. When 
I haul down my colours X expect you 
to do the same, but not till then."t 

74. The combined fleet had four 
weeks the start of Nelson ; but he cal- 
culated, by his superior activity and 
seamanship, upon gaining ten days up- 
on them during the passage of the At- 
lantic. In fact, Villeneuve roached 
Martinique on the 14th May, while 

the utmost disquietude. On the 9th June 
1805, immediately before leaving Milan, ho 
wixite to the mirawter of marine :— *' We can- 
not discover what has become <k Nelson : It 
is possible that the EngliE^ have sent him to 
Jamaica ; but I am of opinion that he is still 
in the European seas. It is more than pro- 
bable that he hae returned to BnglflJid to re- 
victual, and place his crews in new vessels^ 
for his fleet stands greatly in need of repairs, 
and his squadron must be in very bad oon- 
dition." Svan Napoleon's daring mind could 
not anticipate Nelson's heroic passage of tiie 
Atlantic in these drcumstanoes, in pursuit 
of a fleet nearly double his own.— ihTiiAfl^ 
xi.l60. 
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Nelson arriyed at Barbadoes on the 
4th June ; but in the interim the altied 
aquadrons had done nothing except 
capturing the Diamond Rock, near 
Martinique, by a few ships detached 
for that purpose, which was reduced, 
after a most gallant resistance on the 
part of the small British force by which 
it was occupied. Overjoyed at the dis- 
covery that the enemy were in those 
seas, and that all the great British 
settlements were still safe. Nelson, 
without allowing his sailora any rest, 
instantly made sail for Trinidad, think- 
ing that the French fleet had gone to 
attempt the reduction of that colony ; 
and so far was he misled by false in- 
telligence, that he cleared his fleet for 
action on the evening of the 7th June, 
hoping, on the following day, to rendei* 
the mouths of the Orinoco as famous 
in history as those of the Nile. But 
when morning broke not a vessel was to 
be seen, and it was evident that the 
British fleet had, by erroneous infoi*- 
-mation, accidentally or designedly 
-thrown in their way, been sent in an 
^entirely wrong direction. Had it not 
'been for this circumstance, and had 
Nelson acted upon his own judgment 
-alone, he would have arriv^ at Port 
Royal just as the French were leaving 
at, and the battle would have been 
fought on the same spot where Rod- 
ney defeated De Qrasse five-and-twenty 
years before. But as it was, the op- 
portunity was lost, and the greatest 
triumph of the British navy was re- 
served for the European seas. The 
activity of Nelson in this voyage was 
xmparalleled, and has called forth the 
^generous eulogium even of the French 
'historians. "Nelson," says Thiers, 
" displayed the most astonishing activ- 
.ity. Arrived at Barbadoes in tiie be- 
ginning of June, he continued the pur- 
suit, without a moment's hesitation, 
with nine ships of the line only, and 
not finding the enemy, instantly re- 
turned to England with eleven. ' What 
activity ! what energy ! This affords 
.another proof that in war, and war at 
sea as well as at land, the quality of 
.'forces is of far more moment than their 
«quantity. Nelson with eleven ships of 
the line confidently pursued Y illeneuve, 



who trembled with twenty, manned by 
gallant sailors." 

75. In truth, the combined fleet had 
sailed from Martinique on the 28th. 
May, and instantly steered for the 
north ; having been joined while there 
by Admiiid Magon with two additional 
ships of the line, which I'aised their 
force to twenty line-of-battle ships. 
This reinforcement also brought the 
last instructions of Napoleon, dated 
Pavia, 8th May 1805, which were to 
raise the blockade of Ferrol, and join 
the five French ships of the line, and 
ten Spanish, which awaited them in 
that harbour ; make sail from that to 
Rochefort, join the five ships of the 
line under Missiessy at that place ; and 
with the whole united squadrons, 
amounting to forty ships of the line^ 
steer to Brest, where Qantheaume 
awaited them with twenty-one. Na- 
poleon at first thought of making the 
combined fleet, on its return from the 
West Indies, make for the west of Ire- 
land, and, sailing round that island the 
reverse order of the Spanish armada, 
enter the Channel by the Straits of 
Dover. But on consideration he aban- 
doned that plan as too circuitous and 
dilatory, and adopted the shorter and 
more cUrect one of uniting the whole 
fleets in the Bay of Biscay, racing the 
blockade of Brest, and entering the 
Channel with the whole combing ar- 
mament. This final plan was formed 
during a fdte at Pavia. With this for- 
midable combined fleet, amounting to 
fifty sail of the line, which would have 
greatly overmatched any force the 
British government could muster in 
the Channel, was YiUeneuve to pro- 
ceed to Boulogne, and cover the pas- 
sage of the fiotilla. His instructions 
were to shim a battle unless it was un- 
avoidable ; and if it was so, to bring 
it on as near as possible to Brest in 
order that the fleet of Admiral Qan- 
theaume might take a part in the en- 
gagement " The grand object of the 
whole operations," said Napoleon, " is 
to procure for us a superiority for a 
few days before Boulogne. Masters of 
the Channel for a few days, a hundred 
and fifty thousand men will embark in 
the two thousand vessels which are 
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there assembled, and the expedition is 
concluded." Eyery contingency was 
provided for : the chance of the fleets 
going rotind about was foreseen ; and 
stores of provisions were collected both 
at Cherbourg and the Tezel, in the 
event of the general rendezvous tak- 
ing place in either of these harbours. 

76. Hitherto everything had not only 
fully answered, but even exceeded Na- 
poleon's expectations. The design he 
had so long had in contemplation had 
neyer been penetrated by the British 
government. On the contrary, Nelson 
was in the West Indies; he had been 
decoyed to the mouths of the Orinoco 
when the French admiral was return- 
ing to Europe with twenty sail of the 
line, eighteen days in advance of his 
indefatigable opponent; while the 
British squadrons which blockaded 
Ferrol and Rochefort seemed totally 
inadequate to prevent the junction of 
the combined fleet with the vessels of 
war in those harbom's. Yilleneuye 
had sailed on the 28th May from Mar- 
tinique ; and on the 13th June, Nel- 
son, on arriving at Antigua, for the 
first time received such intelligence as 
left no doubt that the combined fleet 
had returned to Europe. Disdaining 
to believe what the gratitude of the 
delivere<i colonists led them to allege, 
that the enemy had fled at the mere 
terror of his name before a fleet not 
half their amount, he immediately sus- 
pected some ulterior combination, but 
without being able to penetrate what 
it was ; and instantly despatched seve- 
ral fast-sailing vessels to Lisbon and 
Portsmouth, in order to warn the 
British government of the probable re- 
turn of the whole fleet of the enemy 
to Europe. To this sagacious step, as 
will immediately appear, the safety of 
the British empire is mainly to be as- 
cribed. Nelson himself, without al- 
lowing his sailors a moment's rest, set 
sail the very same day for Europe, and 
on the 18th July reached Gibraltar; 
having, from the time he left Tetuan 
bay, twice crossed the Atlantic, and 
visited every one of the Leeward 
Islands, with a fleet which had been 
two years at sea, in seventy-eight days;* 

* From April SOth to July ISth. 



an instance of vigour and rapidity of 
naval movement unparalleled in the 
annals of the world.i* 

77. Great was the despondency in 
the British Islands at the intelligence 
of a fleet of such strength having pro- 
ceeded to the West Indies, where it 
was well known no English force at all 
capable of resisting it was to be found. 
But the Admiralty, in the midst of the 
general alarm, took the most enei'getio 
measures to avert the danger, by in- 
stantly ordering to sea every man and 
ship that could be got in readiness,, 
and despatching Admiral Collingwood,> 
with a squadron of five ships of the; 
line, to cruise off Gibraltar, and act as> 
circumstances might require. That 
sagacious officer, alone of all the British 
chiefB, penetrated the real design, of 
Napoleon; and on the 21st July, while- 
yet the combined fleet had not been, 
heard of on its return from the West • 
Indies, wrote to Nelson that he was^ 
convinced they would raise the block- 
ade of Ferrol, Bochefort, and Brest,, 
and with the united force make for- 
the British Islands. His penetration 
was so remarkable, that his letter might • 
almost pass for a transcript of the 
secret instructions of Napoleon, at that • 
time in the possession of YiUeneuvct 

t On the day following. Nelson landed atr. 
Oibxtkltar, being the first time he had quittecL 
the Victory for two years. 

X His words are—" July 21, 1805. —We ap- 
proached, ray dear Lord, with caution, not 
knowing whether we were to expect you or 
the Frenchmen first I have always had an 
idea that Ireland alone was the object which 
they have in view, and stiU believe that to 
be their ultimate destination. They will 
now liberate the Ferrol squadron from Cal- 
der. make the round cfiht bay ^ and, takifn^ihe 
Rocihtfiirt j^eopU with Uumt appear qff UtAani 
perJtape tnth thirty-four <at2, there to be joined 
by ttoitUymore. This appears a probable plan; 
for imless it be to bring their powerful fleets 
and armies to some great point of service, 
some rash attempt at oonquesty they have 
only been subjecting them to a chance ot 
loss, which I do not believe Buonaparte 
would do without the hope of an adequate 
reward. The French government never aims 
at little things, while great objects are in 
view. I have considered the invasion of 
Ireland as the real mark and butt of all their 
operations. Their flight to the West Indiea 
wa* to take offthenaval/orce^ which proved the 
great impediment to their undertaking." — 
C!ollinowood'8 Mem. L145, 146.— Thehistory 
of Europe does not contain a more striking in- 
stance of political and warlike penetration. 
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78. Meanwhile YiHeneave returned 
to Europe as rapidly as adverse winds 
would permit, and on the 28d June he 
had reached the latitude of the Azores. 
Napoleon, who by this time had re- 
turned to St Cloud from Italy, des- 
patohed orders to the fleet at BLoche- 
fort to put to sea and join Admiral 
Gantheaume off the Lizard Point ; or, 
if he had not made his aica;pe from 
Brest, to make for Ferrol and join ihe 
combined fleet there. He literally 
counted the days and houi-s till some 
intelligence should arrive of the great 
armament approaching from the West 
Indies — ^the signal for the completion 
of all his vast and profound combina- 
tions. But meanwhile, one of the brigs 
despatohed by Nelson from Antigua on 
the 18th June had outstidpped the com- 
bined fleet, and by- the rapidity of its 
passage fixed- the destinies of the world. 
The Curieux brig, sent on this impor- 
tant errand, arrived at London on the 
9th July, having made the passage from 
Antigua in twenty-five days ; and in- 
stantly the Admiralty despatched orders 
to Admiral Stirling, who commanded 
the squadrons beforeBoche£6rt> to raise 
the blockade of that harbour, join Sir 
Bobert Calder off Ferrol, and cruise 
with the united force off Cape Finis- 
terre, with a view to intercept the 
allied squadrons on their homeward 
passage towards Brest These orders 
reached Admiral Stirling on the 13th 
July. On the 15th he effected his 
junction with the fleet before Ferrol, 
and Sir Robert Calder stood out to sea, 
with fifteen line-of-battle ships, to take 
his appointed stetion and wait for the 
enemy. 

79. The event soon showed of what 
vital importance it was that theCurieuz 
had arrived so rapidly in England, and 
that the Admiralty had so instantane- 
ously acted on the information commu- 
nicated by Lord Nelson. Haidly had Sir 
Robert Calder, with his squadron unit- 
ed to that of Admiral Stirling, reached 
the place assigned for his cruise, about 
sixty leagues to the westward of Cape 
Finisterre, when the combined fleet 
of France and Spain hove in sights on 
22d July, consisting of twenty line-of- 
battle shipSi a fifty-gun ship, and seven 



frigates.^ The weather was so hazy, 
that the two fleets had approached very 
closely before they were mutually aware 
of each othei^s vicinity. But as sooa 
as the British admiral descried, the 
enemy, he made the signal for action, 
and bore down on the hostile fleet in 
two columns. Some confusion, how- 
ever, took place in consequence of the 
necessity under which the English 
squadron lay of tacking before they 
reached the enemy; and Villeneuvei 

* Yet, strange to say, onr naval historian^ 
seem insensible to the vital importance of 
this Junction of the squadrons blockading 
Bochefort and Ferrol. Mr James observes, 
" Thus was the blockade of two ports raised; 
in which at the time were about as many 
ships ready for sea as the fleet which thfl 
blockading s<^uadron8 were to go in search 
of. The policy of this measure does not 
seem very clear. If the squadron did noty 
like the Rochefort one, take advantage of 
the circumstance and sail out, it was only 
because it had received no orders." Is it not 
evident, tb&t unless this junction of the block-* 
ading squadrons had taJcen place, the com- 
bined fleet would have successively raised 
the blockade of both harbour^ and stood on 
with flve-and-thirty sail of the line for Brest? 

Napoleon, whose penetrating eye nothing 
escaped, viewed in a veiy different light the 
concentration of the English blockading 
squadrons at this critical period. On the 
27th July 1805, he wrote in these terms to 
the minister of marine: — *'The English 
squadron before Rochefort has disappearad 
on the 12th July. It was only on the 9th 
July that the brig Curieux arrived in Eng- 
land. The Admiralty could never have de- 
cided in twenty-four hours what movements 
to prescribe to its squadrons. Even if they 
haa, it is not likelv their orders could have 
reached the squadron before Rochefort in 
three days. I think the blockade must havo 
been raiised, therefore, by orders rec^ved 
before the arrival of the Curieux. On the 
15th July that squadron effected its junction 
with that before Ferrol ; and on the 16th or 
17th they set out in virtueof anterior orders. 
I should not be surprised if they had sent 
another squadron to strengthen that of Nel- 
son, and to effect the destruction of the com- 
bined fleet; and that it is these fourteen 
vessels before Ferrol which form that squad- 
ron. They have taken with them frigateag 
brigs, and corvettes, assuredly either to keep 
a look-out or seek the combined fleet." It 
is interesting at the same moment to see the 
sagacity of Collingwood penetrating the long- 
hidden designs of the French Emperor, Na- 
poleon's foresight divining the happy jimo- 
tion of the fleets from Rochefort and Ferrol 
under Sir Robert Calder, and the rapid deci- 
sion of the Admiralty, so much beyond what 
he conceived possible, which proved the sal- 
vation of England.— DuMAS^ xiL 19, 20. 
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peroeivmg ti&e enemy^B inte&tioa of 
cattang off his headmost Teneh, and 
enyelopiiig tiliem by a superior force, 
akilfally met it by the coimter-inoTe- 
meixt of taddng himself loffiog, and 
thus meeting the head of the British 
column by &e head of his own. This 
brought the two fleets into ooUision in 
rather a disorderly manner ; the Hero, 
which headed the English Ibie, coming 
first in contact with the Argonaute, 
which bore the flag of Admiral Gra- 
▼ina; and when they got into dose 
action, several yeasda in both fleets 
were exposed to the attadk of two or 
three opponents. The superiority of 
the British, howerer, was soon appa- 
renty notwithstanding the {wepoxuler* 
anoe of force on the part of the enemy. 
Before the action had continued four 
hours, two of the Spanish line-of-battie 
ships, the St Raphael and Firme, were 
compelled to strike their colours; while 
the Windsor CSastle, in the Knglish 
fleet, was also so much injured as to 
render it neoeasary to put her in tow 
of the Dragon.- A thick fog, which 
came on just as the action be^em, ren- 
dered it impossible to see further than 
a cable's length from any object in 
either fleets and rendered the battle a 
series of separate engagements between 
detached yessels, ratiier than a regular 
battie. At length i^ftrlm«a« separated 
the combatants ; and the British fleets 
carrying with them their prizes, lay-to 
for the night to repair their injuries, 
and prepare for a renewal of the action 
on the following day. 

80. The loss sustained bjr the British 
was very small, amountmg only to 
thirty-nine killed, and one hundred 
and fifty-nine wounded ; that of the 
French and Spaniards to four hundred 
and seventy-six; and no ship, except 
the Windsor Castle^ was seriously da- 
maged on the English aideu Neither 
fleet showed any decided inclination 
to renew the action on the following 
day. At noon the combined fleet ap- 
proached to within a league and a hidf 
of the British, who were drawn up in 
order of battle ; but Y illeneuye made 
signal to haul to the wind on the same 
tack as the British — that is, to decline 
the engagement for the prssent — as 



soon as he saw that the "KngUA fleet 
stood firm : and night sgain separated 
the hostile squadrons. On tiie day 
after. Sir Robert Calder stood awaj 
with lus prizes towards the nortii, just- 
ly discerning; in the danger arising 
from tiie probable junction of YiUe- 
neuTO with the Rodliefort and Fsrrol 
squadrons, the first of which was known 
to have put to sea, a sufficient reason 
for fedling back upon the support of the 
Channel fleet or that of Lord Nelson; 
and Yilleneuve, finding tiie paasags 
dear, stood towards Spain, and, after 
leaving three sail of the line ih bad 
order at Yigo^ entered Ferrol on the 
2d August. 

8L Of the importance of this, per- 
haps the most momentous action ever 
fought by the navy of Eng^d, no 
frirther proof ia required than is fur- 
nished by the conduct of Napoleon, 
narrated by the unimpeachable an- 
thority of Count Dam, his private 
secretary, and the very eminent author 
of the History of Yenice. On the day 
in which intelligence was received 
from th» English papers of the arrival 
of Yilleneuve at Ferrol, Daru was call- 
ed by the Emperor into his cabinet. 
The scene whioh followed must be 
given -in his own words : — " Dam 
found him transported with rage; 
walking up and down the room with 
hurried steps, and only breaking a 
stem silence by broken exclBmati<mai 
' What a navy 1 — what sacrifices for 
nothing i — ^what an admiral 1 All hope 
is gone. That Yilleneuve^ instead of 
entering the Channel, has taken refoge 
in Ferrol 1 It is all over ; he will be 

blockaded there. ^Daru, sit down 

and write.' The fact was, that on that 
mornixig the Emperor had received in- 
telligence of the arrival of Yilleneuve 
in that Spanish harbour: he at once saw 
that the English expedition was blown 
up, the immense expenditure of the 
flotilla lost for a long time^ perhaps for 
everl Then,in the transports of a fiuy 
which would have entirely overturned 
the judgment of any other man, he 
adopted one of the boldest resolution^ 
and traced the plans of one of the most 
admirable achievements that any oon- 
queror ever conoeived. Without a 
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moment's hesitation, or even stopping 
to consider, he dictated at once, the 
plan of the campaign of Austerlitz ; 
the simultaneous departure of all the 
corps from Hanover and Holland to 
the south and the west of France; 
their oi^er of march, duration, their 
lines of conveyance, and points of ren- 
dezvous ; the surprises and hostile at- 
tacks which they might experience, 
the divers movements of the enemy. 
Eveiything was foreseen : victory was 
rendered secure on every supposition. 
Such was the justice and vast foresight 
of that plan, that over a base of de- 
parture two hundred leagues in ex- 
tent, and a line of operations three 
hundred leagues in length, the stations 
assigned were reached according to 
this original plan, place by place, day 
by day, to Munich. Beyond that capi- 
tal, the periods only underwent a slight 
alteration ; but the places pointed out 
were all reached, and the plan as ori- 
ginally conceived carried into complete 
execution." 

82. Nothing can portray the charac- 
ter of Napoleon and the importance 
of Sir Robert Calder's victory more 
strongly than this passage. He well 
knew how imminent affiurs were in his 
rear ; that Russia was advancing, Aus- 
tria arming ; and that, unless a stroke 
was speedily struck on the Thames, 
the weight of Europe must be encoun- 
tered on the Danube. It was to anti- 
cipate this danger, to dissolve the con- 
federacy by a stroke at its hearty and 
conquer, not only England, but Rus- 
sia and Austria, on the British shores, 
that all his measures were calculated ; 
and they were arranged so nicely, that 
there was barely time to carry the war 
into the enemy's vitals to anticipate 
his being assailed in his own. Finding 
this first project defeated by the re- 
sult of Sir Robert Calder's action, he 
instantly took his line ; adopted the 
secondary set of operations when he 
no longer could attempt the first ; and 
prepared to carry the thunder of his 
arms to the banks of the Danube, when 
he was frustrated in his design of ter- 
minating the war in the British capital. 
83. While such immense conse- 
quences were resulting from the action 



of the 22d July, the gallant officer 
who, with a force so far inferior, had 
achieved so much success, was the 
victim of the most unmerited obloquy. 
The first intelligence of the defeat of 
the combined fleet by so inconsider- 
able an armament was received over 
all England with the utmost transports 
of joy; and the public expectation 
was wound up to the very highest 
pitch by an expression in the admiral*? 
despatches, which pointed to an inten- 
tion of renewing the battle on the fol- 
lowing day, and the statement every- 
where niade by the officer who brought 
the intelligence, that a renewal would 
certainly take place.* When, there- 
fore, it was discovered that the hostile 
fleete had not again met, that the Brit> 
ish admiral had stood to the north- 
ward, rather avoiding than seeking an 

* The public discontent, which terminated 
80 cruelly for Sir Robert Calder, was in a great 
degree owing to the unfortunate suppresnon 
of part of his despatches in the accounts pub- 
lished by the Admiralty. The passage pub- 
lished was in these words: — " The enemy 
are now in sight to windward : and when I 
have secured the captured ships, and put the 
squadron to rights, I shall endeavour to avail 
myself of any further opportunity that may 
offer to give you a further account of these 
combined squadrons." The suppressed para- 
graph was this : — " At the same time, it wil) 
behove me to be on my gaaid against the 
combined squadrons in Ferrol, as I am led to 
believe that they have sent off one or two of 
their crippled ships last night for that port; 
therefore, possibly I may find it necessary 
to make a junction with you immediately off" 
Ushant with the whole squadron. " Had this 
paragraph been published after the former, 
it would have revealed the real situation of 
the British admiral, lying with fourteen ships 
of the line fit for action, in presence of a com- 
bined squadron of eighteen, hourly expect- 
ing a junction with two others, one of fifteen, 
and Uie other of five line-of -battle ships. la 
these circumstances, no one can doubt that 
to retire towards the Channel fleet was the 
duty which the safety of England, with which 
he was charged, imperatively imposed on the 
British admiral . It is the most pleasing duty 
of the historian thus to aid in rescuing from 
unmerited obloquy the memory of a gallant 
and meritorious officer ; and it is the great- 
est consolation, next to the inward rewards 
of conscience, of suffering virtue, when borne 
down by the torrent of popular obloquy, to> 
know that the time will come when its cha- 
racter will be reinstated in the eyes of pos^* 
terity, and that deserved censure be cast 
upon the haste and severity of present opin- 
ion, which in the end seldom fails to attend 
deeds of injustice. 
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encounter, snd that YiUeneuTe had 
reached Ferrol in safety, where he ]aj 
nnblockaded with thirty ships of the 
Une, these transports were suddenly 
cooled, and succeeded by a murmur of 
diacontent, which was worked up to a 
perfect paroi^m of rage upon finding 
that, in consequence of these circum- 
stances, Napoleon, in the official ac- 
counts published in his admiral's 
name on the occasion, claimed the vic- 
tory for the French arms.* 

84. The consequence was, that, after 
haying continued a short time longer 
in the command of the fleets Sir Ro- 
bert was compelled to retire and de- 
mand a court-martial, which, on 
the 26th December, seyerely repri- 
manded him for not having done his 
utmost to renew the engagement on 
the 23d and 24th July; though the 
sentence admitted that his conduct had 
not been owing either to cowardice or 
disa£fection. Thus, at the very time 
that a public outcry, excited by the 
vehemence of parl<y ambition, was chas- 
ing from the helm of the Admiralty 
the statesnmn whose admirable ar- 
rangements had prepared for the Brit- 
ish navy the triumph of Trafalgar, the 
fury of ignorant zeal affixed a stigma 
on the admiral whose gallant victory 
had defeated the greatest and best ar- 
ranged project ever conceived by Na- 
poleon for our destruction, and finally 
rescued his country from the perils of 
Qallic invasion. Such, in its first and 
hasty fits, is public opinion ! History 
would indeed be useless, if the justice 
of posterity did not often reverse its 
iniquitous decrees.f 

85. Meanwhile Nelson, having taken 
in water and other necessary supplies 

* The acoonnta; published by Napoleon, in 
the name of Villeneuve, of the action, -were 
entirely fabricated by the Emperor himself. 
In his despatch to the minister of marine of 
11th August, after noticing the accoimts in 
the Bnglish newspapers which claimed the 
victory, Napoleon said, "The arrival of Ville- 
neuve at Gortmna will overturn all their 
gasconades, and in the eyes of Europe will 

Jive us the victory ; that is no small matter, 
nstantly write out a narrative of the action, 
and send it to M. Maret. Here is my idea 
of what U shwUd be; " and then follows the 
fabricated account.— DnUAS^ xii. 348; Pieces 
Jutt. 
t Let us hear what the French writers say 



at Tetuan, stood for Cents en the 24th 
July: and having heard nothing of 
the combined fleets proceeded to Cape 
St Yincenty rather cruising in quest of 
intelligence than following any fixed 
course. He then traversed the Bay of 
Biscay, and approached the north of 
Ireland ; and finding the enemy had not 
been heard of there, joined Admiral 
Comwallis off Ushant on the 15th Au- 
gust. No news had been obtained of 
the enemy ; and on the same evenings 
h,e received orders to proceed with the 
Victory and Superb to Portsmouth, 
where he arrived on the 17th, and ai 
length heard of the action of 22d 
July, and entry of Villeneuve into Fer> 
roL He was hailed with unbounded 
demonstrations of gratitude and joy in 
England ; the public having foUowed 
wil£ intense anxiety hia indefatigable 
and almost fabulous adventures in 
search of the enemy, and deservedly 
awarded that consideration to heroic 
efforts in discharge of duty which is 
so often the reward only of splendid 
or dazzling achievements. 

86. Napoleon's hopes of accomplish- 
ing the objects of his ambition were 
somewhat revived upon finding that 
Nelson had not joined Sir Robert Cal* 
der^B squadron, and that the fleet in 
Ferrol waa still immensely superior to- 
that of the enemy. Accoixlmgly he 
resumed his designs of invasion; on 
the 12th August transmitted orders to> 
Villeneuve, ti^rough the minister of ma- 
rine, to sail without loss of time fi-omi 
Ferrol, and pm-sue his route towards 
Brest, where Gantheaume was pre- 
pared to join him at a moment's warn- 
ing ; t and in two days afterwards he 
wrote a second letter, in still more 

of this proceeding:— "Admiral Calder," 
says Dupin. " with an inferior force, meets 
the Franco-Spanish fleet; in the chase of it 
he brings on a partial engagement, and cap- 
tures two ships. He is tried and reprimand- 
ed, because it is believed that, had he renew- 
ed the action, he would have obtained a more 
decisive victory. What would they have 
done with Calder in England, if he had com- 
manded the superior fleet, and had lost two 
ships in avoiding an engagement which pre- 
sented so favourable a chance to skill and 
valour?" — Dupin'b Voya^ dans la Qrande 
Bretagne, ii. 17. 

t "Despatch instantly," wrote Napoleon, 
on the 12th August to M. Decr^ "a me»- 
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preflsing ternu, absolutely enjoining 
the immediate sailing of the combined 
fleet* Sir Robert Calder had by this 
time effected a junction witii Admiral 
Gomwallis off Brest, so that the sea 
was open to his adrenture. On the 
17th August^ however, he was again 
detached, with twenty ships of the 
line, to cruise off Cape Finisterre. On 
the llih, the combined fleet, amount- 
ing to twenty-nine sail of the line, 
having left several vessels behind them 
in a state not fit for service, stood out 
to sea, and at first took a nordi- westerly 
direction; but havingreceived accounts 
at sea from a Danish vessel that a Brit- 
ish fleet of twenty-five ships of the line 
(Sir Robert Caldei's) was approaching, 
Yilleneuve tacked about and made sail 
for Cadiz, where he arrived on the 2l8t, 
the very day on which ho was expected 
at Brest Admiral Collingwood, with 
four sail of the line, who lay before the 
former port, was obliged to retire on 
the approach of so overwhekuing a 
force; but no sooner had the enemy 
entered than he resumed his station, 

senger to FerroL Make Yilleneuve acquaint- 
ed with the news received from London. Tell 
him I hope that he is continuing his mission, 
and that it would be too dishonourable for 
the imperial squadrons to permit a aldrmiah 
of a few hours and an engagement with four- 
teen vessels to render abortive such great 
J>roJects— that the enemy's squadron has suf- 
bred mu(di— and that, on his own admission, 
his losses have not been very serious." And 
on the 14th August :— " With thirty vessels 
my admirals should learn not to fear four- 
and-twenty English ; if they are not equal 
to such an encounter, we may at once re- 
nounce all hopes of a marine. I have more 
confidence in my naval forces ; had I not, it 
would ruin their courage. If Yilleneuve re- 
mains the 18th, 14th, 16th, and 16th, at Ferrol, 
I will not complain ; but if he remains an 
hour longer with a favourable wind, and only 
twenty-four line>of-battIe ships before him 
——I require a man of superior chacacter. 
The little energy of my admirals throws away 
all the chances of fortune, and ruins all. the 
TOospects of the campaign."— Suiu% zii. 

* <'I hope Villeneave will not allow him- 
self to be hlookaded by a squadron smaller 
than his own. Assist and push on the Ad- 
miral as mudi as possible. Arrange with 
him about the troops you have ready, and 
send me a statement of their position. We 
are ready everywhere: and showing our- 
selves for twenty-four hours will suffice."— 
JSaooUon a% OenirtU Lawrutont^ aide'de-camp 
4t FittmeuM, Uth Aug. 1806. TBXXBfl^ v. 448. 



and with his little squadron gallantly 
maintained the blockade of a harbour 
where five-and-thirty hostile line-of- 
battle ships were now assembled. 

87. Not anticipating such a depar-» 
ture on the part of the combined fleet 
from the prescribed operations, Napo- 
leon, on the 22d August, wrote both 
to Yilleneuve and Gantheaume in the 
most pressing terms to stand out to 
sea, unite their forces, and make straight 
for Boulogne, where he was in readi- 
ness to receive them. His words are 
very remarkable, and singularly charac- 
teristio of the solenm feelings with 
which he was animated on the eve of 
this, the most important event of his 
lifcf In obedience to the ordera he 
received, Qantheaume, on the 21st of 
August, stood out of Brest harbour 
with one-and-twenty ships of the line, 
and drew up in order of battie in Ber» 
theaume roads. Admiral Comwallis, 
whose squadron, after the large de- 
tachment under Calder, amounted only 
to fourteen, Immediat^y moved in to 
attack them, and a distant cannonade 
ensued between the two fleets. But 
the Frendi, who had no intention to 
engage in a general affledr before the 
arrival of the combined fleet, did not 
venture out of the protection of their 
batteries, and the day passed over with- 
out any general action. In vain every 
eye was turned to the south, in the 
hopes of descrying the long*wiahed-for 
reinforcement — in vain Gantheaume 
counted the hours for the arrival of 
Yilleneuve mth thirty ships of the line, 

t He wrote to Yilleneuve on 22d August: 
— " Vice-admiral, I hope you have retMshed 
Brest. Go, and with my united fleets enter 
the Channel. England is ours I We are aU 
ready; everything is on bosord. Show for 
twenty-four hours, and allis aooompliahed.— 
Nafolxon." To Qantheaume he wrote on 
the same day, ** I have already given you to 
understand by telegraph that my wish is, 
that you do not allow Yilleneuve to lose a 
single day, in order to take advantage of the 
superiority which my fifty diips of the line 
give me. Qet to sea immediately, and enter 
the Channel with all your force. I rely upon 
your ability, firmness^ and character, in a 
orisis so important Depart, and come here. 
We shall avenge dx centuries of insult and 
disgrace. Never have my soldiers by sea and 
land risked their lives for so grand a pur- 
pose."— THim% Oonmdat tt VBni/in, v. 464. 
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fthnimig before him Calder^wiih twenty. 
In that decisiye moment the star of 
England pfreTailed— the remembrance 
of the late battle had paralysed the 
enemy. The action of the 22d July 
had saved his country, though it had 
proved fatal to its sarioiir. The com- 
bined fleet, weakened and disoooraged, 
had sought refuge in Cadiz, not daring 
to encounter a second action ; and tiie 
Brest squadron, after spending the day 
in anxious suspense^ returned at night 
to tiieir harbour. 

88. The intelligence of the arrival of 
the combined fleet at Cadiz put a final 
period to the designs of Napoleon 
against Qreat Britain, and all his 
energies were instantly turned to the 
prosecution of the war against Austria. 
His indignation against Yilleneuve for 
not continuing Us route for Brest, 
where all was in readiness for his re- 
eeption, knew no bounds. " Tour 
Vflleneuve," said he to Decr^ **is a 
coward, a traitor;" and in the first 
transports of his fury, he made out 
orders for the combined fleet instantly 
to set sail from Cadiz for Bresty where 
the whole armament was to be put 
under the command of Admiral Gfan- 
theaume. But a little reflection con> 
vinced him thaty snppodng this done^ 
the time for the projected invasion of 
Britain would be past^ and tiie empire 
of Europe mighty during his absence, 
be lost in Qennany. He determined, 
therefore, to abandon his enterprise 
against England, and direct all his 
forces to the centre of Qermany. His 
indignation appeared in an act of accu* 
aation which he drew up against Yille- 
neuve, dictated by himself in which 
the leading charges were, incapacity in 
the action of 22d July, and positive 
disobedience of orders, in afterwards 
steering with the combined fleet for 
Cadiz, instead of pursuing the prescrib- 
ed route for Brest But as it was of 
the utmost moment that his designs 
against the Imperialists on the Danube 
should as long as possible be concealed, 
the preparations for embarkation were 
continued with redoubledactivity down 
to the last moment^ and at the vexy 
time when the Emperor was directing 
the contemplated movements across 



France and Gknnany to Ae ahotea of 
the Danube. Between the 23d August 
and Ist S^tember, the troops were 
daily exercised at embarking and dis- 
embarking in the bay of Boulogne^ and 
at length acquired the most extraordi- 
nary peilection in these difficult openr 
tions.* The cavalry and artilleiy were 
all stored in the appointed vesaeU; 
the Emperoi's household and baggage 
were embarked; and the soldierBy in 
the utmost impatience^ awaited the 
signal to step on board ; whm sudden- 
ly, on the 1st September, the Emperor 
set out at two o'clock for Paris, and 
orders were issued to the whole of this 
mighty armament to defile by difihrant 
routes towards the Bhine. 

89. Thecireumstanoeswhioh induced 
tills sudden change of resolution, were 
not merely the destmction of all tiie 

* The f olio^viogpunge firom Marshal Nay's 
Memoirs oontams some curiouB details on this 
subject: — "The instmctioDS of the Emperor 
were so lambnoaa^ mimita^ and preciMb as to 
ffive the inferior oommaDden nothing to do 
out fiollow them out npecifically. To ascer- 
tain the time requirea for the embarkation, 
Marwhal Key distribated the gunpowder, 
caissons, artOlexy, prq)eotile^ and stores on 
board the tranqwrts nroyided for that pur- 
pose, and he formed tnat portion of the flo- 
tilla assigmed to him into subdivisions: every 
battalion, ewry company, received the boats 
destined for its use ; every man, down to the 
lowest drummer, was apprised of the boai^ 
and the place in the boat^ where he was to 
set himself At a signal given, infantry, 
cavalry, aztilleTy, were at once put under 
arms, and ranged opposite to the vessels on 
board which they were respectively to em- 
bark. Acannon was discharged, and all the 
fidd-officers dismounted, and placed them- 
selves at the head of their respective corps ; 
a second gun was the signal to make ready 
to embark ; a third, and the word of com- 
mand, 'Oolonda^ forward!' was heard with 
indescribi^le anxiety along the whole line; 
a fourth, which was instantly followed by the 
word ' March 1 ' Universal acclamations im- 
mediately broke forth; the soldiers in per- 
fect order hastened on board, each to his 
appointed place ; in tea mmtUet and a hdff 
twenty-five thousand men embarked. The 
enthusiasm of the troops knew no boimds : * 
they thought the long-wiahed-for moment 
had anfved : but at the next signal the order 
to disembark was given, and they were made 
aware that the whole was only a feint to try 
the rapidity with wUch the movement could 
be performed. The re-landing was completed 
nearly as rapidly as the embu*kation ; intiUr* 
tem mimitet firom tiie time the soldiers were 
on board, they were drawn up in battle ar- 
ray on 8bore.'*>-NsT, iL 260^ aOL 
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projects for the naval oampaign by the 
entiy of YilleneaTe into the harbour 
of Cadiz. Matters had also come to 
a crisis on the continent of Europe ; 
and the time had now arriyed when, 
as the coalition could not be dissolved 
on the shores of Britain, it required to 
be anticipated on the banks of the 
Danube. From the moment that Na- 
poleon put on his head the iron crown 
of Charlemagne, in direct violation of 
the treaty of Lun^ville, which had pro- 
vided for the independence of the Cis- 
alpine republic, andincorporated Genoa, 
Parma, and Placentia with his vast do- 
minions, all hope of permanently pre- 
serving the peace of the Continent was 
at an end : and it was only a question 
of time and expedience when Austria 
should openly join her forces to those 
of the coalition. The assembly of all 
the armies of France on the shores of 
the Channel, the departure of the Em- 
peror for Boulogne, and the embarka- 
tion of a considerable part of his forces, 
having impressed the Aulic Council 
with the belief that the military strength 

* The views of the opposite parties are well 
abridge in the following state papers which 
at this period passed between the two cabi- 
nets: — 

** Let us come at once," said Talleyrand, 
" to the bottom of the question. Austria 
wi^es to tfl^e up arms in order to reduce 
the power of France. If such is her design, 
I ask you to consider, is it conformable to 
her real interests ? Is she always to consider 
France as a rival, because she was so once ; 
and is it not trovo. a very different quarter 
that the liberties of Europe are now menaced? 
The time is perhaps not far removed when 
France and Austria, united, will be reauired 
to fight, not only for their own independence, 
but for the libei-ties of Europe and the prin- 
ciples of civilisation itself. In every war that 
may ensue between Russia and Austria on 
the one hand, and France on the other, 
Austria, whatever name she inay assume, 
will speedily be found to be a principtd 
in the strife ; and she will be fortunate if, 
abandoned by an ally of whom she has ex- 
perienced the inoonstan(^ and caprice, she 
does not imdergo the rudest strokes of for- 
tune. 

"What does France demand of Austria? 
Neither eiforts nor sacrifices. The Emperor 
desires only the repose of the Continent. He 
is ever ready to make a maritime peace as 
soon as England will adhere to the treaty of 
Amiens. But as that is impossible, in the 
present temper of England, but by means of 
a maritime war, he desires to devote himself 
exclusively to it ; and therefore he demands 
of Austria not to divert him fh)m that great 



of the Empire would soon be involved 
in that perilous undertaking, the mo- 
ment appeared eminently £iivourabl» 
for the Imperialists to commence ope* 
rations. (General Chastellar, at tiie- 
head of fifteen thousand men, entered, 
the Tyrol, and began to organise the. 
brave and hardy population of that, 
province. Considerable bodies of work- 
men were employed in strengthening; 
the fortifications on the Venetian fron* 
tier, and armaments already began to- 
be formed on the Inn and the princi- 
pal roads leading into Bavaria. These 
hostile preparations were immediately 
made the subject of angry contention, 
between the cabinet of liie Tuileriea 
and that of Vienna; and in sever^ 
articles in the Moniteur, evidently 
flowing from the pen of Talleyrand^ 
the question as to the balance of powec 
in Europe, and the danger to be appre- 
hended from the strength of France,, 
was discussed with more openness 
tiian was possible amid the studied 
ambiguity of diplomatic correspon- 
dence.* 

design, and to enter into no engagements 
which may disturb the harmony which now^ 
prevails between the two empires." 

It was replied on the part of Austria on 
the 8d September— " That the cabinet of 
Vienna was both willing and anxious to put 
an end to the dangers which threatened 
Europe by a sincere and earnest mediation ; 
but that, to do this with any prospect of suc- 
cess, it was indispensable that the faith of 
treaties should be reliffiously observed, and 
that he who jrioLated them was the real ag- 
gressor. The treaty of Lun^vUle carefulfy 
stipulated the independence of the Italian, 
Helvetic, and Batavian republics. Every state 
should respect the independence of those, 
which adjoin it, no matter whether they 
are strong or weak ; and it is the violation 
of this duty by the French government, 
which imposes upon otiier states the neces- 
sity of coalescing to oppose a barrier to it& 
aggressions. Austria is arming, but not 
with a hostile intention, and solely with the 
design of maintaining the existing peace with 
France, as well as the equilibrium and repose 
of Europe. Even should war become inevi- 
table, she solemnly declares that the courts of 
Austria and Russia have bound themselves 
to interfere in no reject with the internal 
afiiurs of France ; to miUce no change on the 
established possessions or relations in Ger- 
many; and to respect Uie int^frity of the 
Ottoman empire. Great Britain has the- 
same intentions, and is desirous to be regu- 
lated by the same moderate principles in re- 
establishing her pacific relations with the 
French empire." 



1805.] 



HISTORY OP EUROPE. 



45 



90. At lengUi the mask was let fall 
on both sides. The concentration of 
the Austrian forces on the Adige and 
thelnn, and the general warlike activity 
which pervaded the Imperial domin- 
ions, leit no doabt that a contest was 
approaching ; while, on the other hand, 
the whole forces of Napoleon were, un- 
known to Austria, converging, over the 
whole line from the Elbe to the Pyre- 
nees, towards the Danube. In these 
circumstances it was of the highest 
importance to both sides to secure the 
co-operation of the lesser states of 
Oermany, and especially of Bavaria, 
whose dominions lay directly between 
-the hostile powers, and would in all 
probability be the first theatre of hos- 
-tilities. The court of Munich, accord- 
ingly) "^BB warmly ui-ged, both by 
France and Austria, to side with them 
in the contest ; and the Elector, long 
-uncertain, hesitated between the two 
parties, and even entered into diplo- 
matic connections with both — ^the com- 
mon resource of weak states when 
threatened with destiniction by the 
coUision of powerful neighbours, and 
hardly to be reproached as a fault when 
it is the result of necessity. On the 
one hand, it was represented by the 
French party that Austria was the old 
«nd hereditary enemy of Bayaria — that 
43he had already solicited the cession of 
a portion of her territory ; that there 
oould be no doubt that she coveted her 
possessions as far as the Lech; and 
that the Elector had therefore every- 
thing to hope from an alliance with Na- 
poleon, and as much to fear from expo* 
.sure to the rapacity of the Emperor. 
On the other hand, it was strongly 
urged by the old aristocratic party, — 
at the head of which was the Princess 
of Baden, the Elector^s daughter-in-law, 
^rho was a woman of uncommon talent 
and vigour of mind, — that all these 
advantages were merely apparent; that 
the alliance with France was a' con- 
nection with a revolutionary state which 
threatened the subversion of all the 
institutions of society, and that, when 
menaced by such a catastrophe, the 
only prudent course was to adher<B to 
the head of the Germanic body, whose 
interests, it might be relied on^ would 



always be opposed to such innova- 
tions. 

91. It was sufficiently difficult to de- 
termine which course to adopt between 
such opposing considerations ; but, in 
addition to them, the Elector had 
other and more anxious causes for soli- 
citude on this occasion. His eldest son 
was at Palis, in the power of Napoleon; 
the fate of the Duke d'Enghien was 
still recent ; and his paternal fears were 
strongly excited by the perils which he 
might run if the French Emperor were 
irritated by decided hostilities. Vacil- 
lating between such opposite dangera, 
the Elector, on the 24th August^ agreed 
to the substance of an alliance, offensive 
and defensive, with France, but delayed 
the signature of the treaty on various 
pretences, anxious to gain time in these 
critical circumstances, and it was not 
finally signed till the 23d September, 
at Wurtzburg. Meanwhile the Aus- 
trians, having some suspicion of such 
an underatanding, summoned the Elec- 
tor in a peremptory manner, on the 6th 
September, to unite his forces to their 
own. They were met by the most 
urgent entreaties to be allowed to re- 
main neutral ; and as this was refused, 
the Elector, on the 8th, despatched a 
letter to the Emperor, promising, if 
neutrality was impossible, to unite his 
forces to his own. In the night follow- 
ing, however, being overcome with 
terrors for his son, he secretly depart- 
ed with his family to Wurtzburg ; the 
Bavarians retired into Franconia to join 
the French foi*ces; and on the same 
day the Austrians crossed the Inn. 

92. The preparations of Napoleon 
were on a scale proportioned to the 
magnitude of the contest in which he 
was engaged, and the immense forces 
which the Allies were preparing to em- 
ploy against him. Mr Pitt had con- 
ducted the n^otiations for the forma- 
tion of a coalition with the most con- 
summate ability : every difficulty had 
been removed, every jealousy softened : 
Austria and Russia stood forth promi- 
nent in the fight ; and hopes were even 
entertained, that if disaster did not at- 
tend the first efforts of the coalition, 
Prussia might be induced to unite her 
forces to tibiose of the other allies in 
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support of lihe freedom of Europa In 
Italy and Germany, no less than three 
hmidred and fifty thousand men were 
preparing to act against France, among 
whom were one hundred and sixteen 
thousand Russians, advancing by forced 
marches through Poland towaords the 
Bavarian plains. Their aiTiral, how- 
ever, could not be calculated upon for 
at least two months to come ; and in 
the mean time, the Austrian army, 
which had just crossed the Inn, eigh^ 
thousand etrong, stood exposed to the 
first strokes of Napoleon. Thirty thou- 
sand Imperialists, under the Archduke 
John, were assembled in the Tyrol; 
and the Archduke Charles, at the head 
of fifty-five thousand of the best troops 
of the Empire, was preparing to exert 
his great talents on the Italian plains.* 
Four attacks were projected by the 
Allies : one in the north of Germany 
by a united force of Russians, Swedes, 
and English ; the second in the valley 
of the Danube, by the grand armies of 
Russia and Ausiaia ; a third in Lom- 
bardy, which was intrusted to the Aus- 
tiians alone ; the fourth in the south 
of Italy by a united force of Russians, 
English, and Neapolitans. It was 
evident that the forces of the coalition 
would ultimately become superior; and 
that France had much to dread from 
the prospect of having to combat with 
the single resources of the Empire 
against Europe in arms on the Rhine. 
But in the outset, the armies of Napo- 
leon had greatly the advantage both in 
the number and composition of the 
troops. Ever3rthing, therefore, depend- 
ed on secresy of combination and 

• The forces of the coalition were thua dia- 
poaed when hostilitiea oommenoed by the 
passage of the Inn :— 

In Bavaria and Upper Auatx^ under 
the Archduke Ferdinand, . . 90,000 

Beserve under the Emperor Francia, 
forming at Viennsi, . . . 80,000 

First Ruaaian armj croaaix^f Ptdand, 66,000 

Second Buaaian army, underthe JQm- 
peror Alexander, .... 60,000 

Auatriana in the Tyrol, . . 30,000 

Anatriana in Italy, under the Arch- 
duke Charlea, .... 55,000 

Ruaaians and Swedes in Pomerania, 80,000 

851,000 
-^DuiCAB. xii 188. 



celerity of movement; and in both 
these qualitieaNapoleon was unrivalled. 

93. To meet this immense force, and 
destroy part before the remainder could 
advance to its support, was the object 
of Napoleon, and in its prosecution he 
displayed even more than his wonted 
energy and ability. The Army of Eng^ 
land on the shoi^es of the Channel, the 
forces in Holland, tiie tro<^.in Hano- 
ver, were forthwith formed into sevea 
corps, under the command of as many 
marshals of the Empire : their tmited 
numbers amounted to one hundred and 
ninelrf thousand men; a force amply 
sufficient to crush the Imperialists in 
Gtermany, if the whole oould be brought 
simultaneously into action before the 
Russians advanced to the support of 
the former. The Army of Italy was 
thiriy-five thousand strong, besides 
fifteen thousand in the Neapolitan ter- 
ritories ; and the troops of Bavaria and 
the lesser German states, whose aid 
nught be relied on, amounted to twenty- 
four thousand; so that France could 
open the campaign with two hundred 
and seventy thousand men.+ 

94. But these forces, considerable as 
they were, formed but a part of the 
preparations of the Emperor. On the 
23d September, he repaired to the sen- 
ate, and submitted two proposilionB to 
the legislature, which were forthwith 
adopted. The first was a levy of eighty 
thousand conscripts from the class who 
were to become Hable to military sep- 
vice in 1806 — a sufficient proof that 
France was already anticipating her 
military resources ; the second, ^e re* 
oxiganisation of the national guard, 
throughout the whole extent of the 
Empire. But in thus reviving this r&> 
publican institution, the Emperor waa 
careful to organise it on a different 
footing from tiiat on which it had been 

t The French forces were thua diapoaed : — 
Grand army, divided into aeven corpa, un- 
der Bextiadotte, liarmont, Davouat, 
Soult» Lannea, Aufirereau, with the cav- 
alry under Murat^ and the Guard under 
Mortier, .... 196,472 
Army of Italy, . . . 84,674 
Army of Naples, . . . 15,000 
Electoral troops, . . . 23,815 



— DxncAS, xii. 186. 
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based duzing the days of democratic 
equality. " It is important," said he, 
" that the officers of the national guard 
should be named by the Emperor; evexy 
species of force ought to emanate from 
the supreme authority: all our insti- 
tutions should be in harmony ; and a 
single uniform dii'ection be given to 
whoever commands the force of the 
armed citizens." Subsequent decrees 
arranged the details of this re-organisa- 
tion. Every man in good health was 
required to serve, from the age of 
twenty-one to that of sixty ; ten com- 
panies formed a cohort, and several co- 
horts, according to the locality, a legion. 
Those only in the departments of the 
frontier, from Geneva to Calais, were 
called into active service, and arranged 
into four corps, commanded by Gene- 
ral Kampon, Marshal Lefebvi*e, Marshal 
Kelleimann, and General d' Abbeville. 

95. The Emperor adjourned the meet- 
ing of the senate by the following ad- 
dress, which sufficiently indicated the 
urgent state, in his estimation, of public 
affairs, and announced that he had no 
alternative but to conquer or die : — 
'' The eternal objects of the enemies of 
the Continent are at length accomplish- 
ed ; the war is renewed in the heart of 
Germany; Auatria and Russia have 
united themselves to England. A few 
days ago, I hoped that the peace of the 
Continent would not be disturbed ; me- 
naces and grounds of umbrage alike 
found me immovable ; but the Austrian 
army has crossed the Inn ; Munich is 
invaded; the electorof Bavariais chased 
from his capital; all my hopes have 
vanished. Senators ! when, in confor- 
mity with your wishes, I placed the Im- 
perml crown on my head, I imdertook 
to you and to all the citizens of France 
the obligation to maintain it pure and 
inviolate. Magistrates, soldiers, citi- 
zens, all equally desire to preserve our 
country from the influence of England, 
which, if it once prevailed, would lead 
only to the burning of our fleets, the 
flUmg up of our ports, the ruin of our 
industry. I have kept all the promises 
which I have made to the French people : 
they have made no engagement with 
me which they have not more than ful- 
filled. Frenchmen I your 3Bmperor will 



do his duty; the soldiezB will do theirs; 
you will do yours." 

96. Previous to setting out for Bou- 
logne, Napoleon issued several deoreee 
for the disarming of the flotilla, and the 
laying up in ordinary what was kept,for 
future and distant operations. The ar- 
tillery wsA removed from the greater 
part of the armed vessels and all the 
transports ; such pait of it as could be 
accommodated in the harbour of Bou- 
logne was kept there, the remainder 
dispersed through the harbours of the 
Channel The English, too well satis- 
fied at this dislocation of so formidable 
a force, made no attempt to hinder its 
disperaion ; and soon, of all that vast 
assemblage of vessels, hardly enough 
remained at Boulogne to transport 
thirty thousand men. A reserve of 
twenty thousand men alone remained 
on the heights above the harbour, un- 
der the command of General Brune, de- 
signed at once to keep up alarm on the 
coasts of Britain, and form a reserve in 
case of disasters befalling the grand 
army. Thus terminated this exti*aor- 
dinuy armament, the greatest assem- 
blage of military and naval forces ever 
made in modem times, contrived with 
the utmost skill, conducted with the 
most profound dissimulation, which en- 
tirely deceived the vigilance of the 
mighty nation against which it was 
directed, and failed at last rather from 
a casual combination of circumstances, 
and the intrepidity of an admiral whom 
England punished for his achievement, 
than from any inadequacy in the means 
employed to attain the vast object 
which her enemy had in view. 

97. Determined, however, not en- 
tirely to lose the fruit of his naval ar- 
maments, Napoleon, before setting out 
for the grand army, issued directions 
for the fleet at Cadiz to put to sea and 
proceed to Toulon, in order to be ready 
to act as occasion might require on the 
shores of Italy. This instruction was 
accompanied by the appointment of 
Admiral Rosily to the command of the 
combined fleet in lieu of Villeneuve, 
who was directed to surrender the com- 
mand to him on his arrivaL Rosily, 
however, was in Paris at the time, and 
some time must elapse before he could 
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reacb Cadiz. M. Decree intimated the 
appointment to Villeneave, with in- 
formation of the vehement indignation 
•of the Emperor on account of his re- 
turn to Cadiz.* He did not direct him 
to set sail from Cadiz, but he hoped he 
would ; and, in truth, left no alterna- 
tive to a man of honour but to do so. 
Though of a desponding temperament, 
Yilleueuye was a brave man; and as 
soon as he received the despatch of 
Decr^ he determined to hazard all on 
the issue of a battle. This led to events 
of the greatest importance, by render- 
ing the disgraced admiral desperate, 
and prompting him to make the ill- 
omened sortie which terminated in the 
disaster of Trafalgar. But, after bring- 
ing the fleet round to Toulon, the suc- 
cessor of Yilleneuve was to break it 
down into several detached cruising 
squadrons, the chief of which was one 
to take possession of and cruise near St 
Helena! Strange fatality, which ap- 
peared to attach him, on the eve of 
fio many of the greatest events of his 
life, to the destined scene of his exile 
and death ! Yilleneuve, on receiving 
the crushing despatch of M. Decr^s, re- 
plied to him, ** The naval men of Paris 
-and the departments are unworthy of 
their name if they cast the first stone 
-at me. Let them come on board, and 
they will see with what elements they 
are exposed to fight. As to the rest, 
if, as is pretended, the French marine 
is only awanting in boldness, as is pre- 
tended, the Emperor shall be speedily 
satisfied, and he may reckon on the 
most decisive success." 

98. An impoitant change occurred 
at this period, highly characteristic of 
the decline of revolutionary fervour, 
-and a return to the ordinary ideas of 
civilised life. This was the restoration 
of the Gregorian calendar, and aboli- 
tion of the barbarous nomenclature of 
the Revolutionary era, which for twelve 
jears had been in use in Fi*ance — a 
change prescribed by the Emperor in 

* "Tour friend Villeneuve," said Napo- 
leon to Decrto, * ' will probably be too cowardly 
to venture forth from Cadiz. Despatch Ad- 
mind Rosily to take command of the fleet, 
if it is not already gone ; and order Admiral 
Yilleneuve to come to me at Paris to render 
account of his conduct. "--Thixbs, vi. 1S6. 



a decree issued shortly before he set 
out for Strassburg. 

99. Meanwhile the British govern* 
ment directed all their efforts to form 
a powerful fleet to blockade the com- 
bined squadrons in the harbour of Ca- 
diz. Independent of the twenty ships 
of the line which had been detached 
from the Channel fleet by Admiral 
Comwallis, and the four which Admiral 
Collingwood had under his command 
off the Isle of Leon, seven more were 
got together in Portsmouth and Ply- 
mouth ; and Kelson, who had retired 
to his house at Merton to recruit his 
exhausted strength, again volunteered 
his services to resume the command, 
i*epaired to Portsmouth, and hoisted 
his flag on board the Yictory of ninety 
guns. Even during the few weeks of 
his retirement, his thoughts perpetu- 
ally ran on the combined fleets, and he 
was constantly impressed with the idea, 
that they were destined to receive their 
death-blow from his handf In these 
generous sentiments he was strongly 
supported by Lady Hamilton, who, 
notwithstanding the ardour of her at- 
tachment, constantly urged him to 
sacrifice every private consideration at 
the call of public duty. He was vividly 
impressed, however, with the presenti- 
ment that he would fall in the battle 
which was approaching; and before he 

t When Captain Blackwood, on his way to 
London with despatches, called at Merton 
one morning early. Nelson, the moment he 
saw him, exclaimed, " I am sure you bring 
me news of the French and Spanish fleets 1 
I think I shall yet have to beat them. De- 
pend upon it, Blackwood," he repeatedly 
said, " 1 shall yet give M. Yilleneuve a drub- 
bing." At length nis anxiety became so ex- 
cessive, that he resolved, notwithstanding all 
the remonstrances of his physiciaus, to vol- 
unteer his services to resume the command, 
which were, of course, gladly accepted by the 
Admiral ty. In this resolution he was strong- 
ly supported by Lady Hamilton, with that 
feeling of senerous ardour which has so often 
animated her sex in similar cinnimstances» 
when influenced by romantic attachment. 
"Nelson," said she, "however we may la- 
ment your absence, offer your services ; they 
will be accepted, and you will gain a quiet 
heart by it. You will gain a glorious victory, 
and then you may return hereand be happy." 
He looked at her with tears in his eyes, — 
" Brave Emma I good Emma I If there were 
more Emmas there would be more Nelsons.** 
— SOUTHBT, ii. 232. 
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left London, he called at the uphol- 
sterer^s where the coffin which Captain 
Hallowell had given him, made of the 
.wreck of the Orient, was deposited, 
desiring that its history might be en- 
graven on its lid, as it was highly pro- 
bable he would want it onhis return. On 
the night on which he left MerUm, he 
wrote a few lines in his journal, highly 
descriptive of the elevated feeling and 
manly piety which formed the leading 
features of his character.* With diffi- 
culty he tore himself, on the beach at 
Portsmouth on the following morning, 
from the. crowd who knelt and blessed 
him as he passed ; and the last sounds 
which reached his ears from that loved 
land which he was never again to see, 
were the enthusiastic cheers of his 
countrymen, who never ceased to strain 
their aching eyes towards his vessel till 
it vanished from their sight 

100. Nelson's reception in the fleet 
off Cadiz was as gratifying as his de- 
parture from Engliuid. The yards were 
all crowded with hardy veterans, 
anxious to get a sight of their favour- 
ite hero, and peals of acclamation shook 
the ships when he was seen on the 
quarterdeck of the Victory shaking 
hands with his old captains, who in 
transports of joy hastened on board to 
congratulate him on his arrivaL No 
one from that moment entertained a 
doubt that the fate of the combined 
fleet was sealed, if they should venture 
from their harbour. So great was the 
terror of his name, that, notwithstand- 
ing the positive orders to sail for Tou- 
lon which he had received, Yilleneuve 
hesitated to obey when he heard of his 
arrival ; and in a council of war it was 
resolved not to venture out unless they 

• "Friday night» Sept 13, half-paat ten.— 
I drove from dear, dear Herton, where I left 
all which I hold dear in this world, to go to 
aenre mj King and country. May the great 
Ood whom I adore enable me to flilnl the 
expectationa of my country ; and if it is 
his good pleasure that I should return, my 
thanks wul never oeaae being ofibred up to the 
throne of his mercy. If it is hia good Provi- 
dence to cut shdrt my days upon earth, I bow 
with the greatest submission, relying that 
he will protect those so dear to me whom I 
leave benind. His will be done V — Southet, 
ii. 236. 

VOL. VI. 



were at least one-third superior to the 
enemy. Informed of this circumstance, 
Nelson carefully concealed his real 
strength from his opponents — station- 
ing his fleet out of sight, about sixty 
miles to the westward of Cape St 
Mary's, with a chain of repeating frig- 
ates to inform him of the motions of 
the enemy ; while, at the same time, 
the blockaide of the port was rigorously 
enforced, so as to render it probable 
that ere long they would be compelled 
to sail, from the impossibility of And- - 
ing supplies in the vicinity of Cadiz 
for so great a multitude. Forty sail 
of the line were now assembled in that 
harbour, of which thirty-three were 
ready for sea ; and as Napoleon, never 
contemplating the return of the com- 
bined fleet to Cadiz, had formed no 
magazines of provisions in that quarter, 
though ample stores had been collected 
at Rochefort, Brest^ and the harbours 
of the Channel, the want of provisions 
was soon severely felt. 

101. Still, however, the council of 
war which Yilleneuve had summoned 
to his assistance declined to undertake 
the responsibility of an engagement, 
and even came to a solemn resolution 
to avoid it^ as attended with certain 
destruction to the fleet. Yilleneuve 
sent this resolution to Paris, accom- 
panied by his own opinion to the same 
effect) but with a declaration, that he 
was nevertheless prepared to sail with 
the first wind, and devote himself for 
his country. Nelson, to overcome their 
irresolution, had recourse to a strata- 
gem, which was crowned with the 
most complete success. Having re- 
ceived, on the 15th October, informa- 
tion that he would soon be joined by 
six sail of the Une from England, he 
ventured on the bold step of detach- 
ing Admiral Louis with a like force to 
Qibraltar for stores and water; thus 
maintaining the blockade with only 
twenly-two line-of-battle ships, in pre- 
sence of thirty-three newly equipped 
and ready for action. In these criti- 
cal circumstances, Nelson was not 
without some feeUngs of anxiety lest 
the Carthagena or Rochefort squadrons 
should join the enemy and increase 
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th«ir already formidable superiority; 
yet ereu then he had the generosity 
to allow Sir Robert Calder, who was 
obliged to go home to demand a oonrt- 
maituil, to proceed thither in his own 
ninety-gun ship, which could ill be 
spared at such a crisis. Fortunately 
the promised reinforcements arrived, 
and in single vessels, so as not to at- 
tract the notice of the enemy; and 
Nelson, whose anxiety for the ap- 
preaching combat had now risen to the 
*Tery highest pitch, again found him- 
self at the head c^ seren-and-twenty 
ships of ike line. 

102. Deceived by this stratagem as 
to the real strength of the enemy — 
aware that Napoleon was desirous of 
concentrating his principal naval re- 
sources in the Meditetraaean, and ap- 
prehensive that, if he any longer delay- 
ed his departure, Admiral Roniy might 
assume the command, and deprive mm 
of the fair opportunity which now pre- 
sented itself of covering his former 
failures by the defeat of England's 
greatest hero, Villeneure at length re- 
solved upon patting to sea and risking 
a battle. Ee^y on the 19th October, 
accordingly, the inshore frigates made 
signal that the enemy were coming out 
of the harbour ; and ait two o'clo<S: in 
the aftemooD> that they were fairly at 
sea, steering tor the sonth-east. Over- 
joyed at tMs intelligence. Nelson in- 
stantly gave the signal to chase in the 
same direction ; and though they were 
not got sight of on the foUofwing day, 
yet so well were their motions watch- 
ed by the frigates on the outlook, that 
the British admiral was made acquaint- 
ed ^ with every tack whidi they made, 
while he himself studiously kept out 
of view, lest> upon seeing the number 
of his vessels, they should return to 
Cadiz harbour. At length, at day- 
break on the 2l8t, their whole fleet was 
descried, drawn up in a semieirde, in 
close order of battle, about twelve 
miles ahead; and Nelson, who had 
previously arranged the order of at- 
tack with his worthy seeond in com- 
mand, OoUingwood, and fully explain- 
ed it to the officers of the fleets made 
signal to bear down in two lines per- 
pendicularly upon the enemy. He 



had twenty-seven sail of the line and 
four frigates — they thirty-three Une-of- 
battle dhips and seven fingates, four of 
the former being three-deckeis ; and 
four thousand soldiers were dispersed 
through the fleet, who unhappily took 
too effectual aim in the batUe which 
followed,* 

103. Nelson's plan of attack was, to 
bear down upon the enemy in two 
columns, and thus break the line in 
two places at once. In this vray he 
thought it was most likely that each 
ship would be brought speedily into 
close action vrith its antagonist, and 
the greatest chance of decisive success 
be obtained. Villeneuve's instructions, 
as the British lay to windward, were 
to lie in close order and await the 
attack. The fleet was drawn up in two 
lines, and so arranged on the whole, 
that at the interstices of each two ves- 
sels in the fi'ont line the broadnde of 
one in the second presented itself — 
a combination as well imagined as can 
be conceived, to meet the anticipated 
British manoeuvre of breaking the line. 
The front line, commanded by Ville- 
neuve himself and Admirals Alava and 
Dumanoir, consisted of twenty-one 
line-<^-battle ships : twelve under Ad- 
mirals Qravina and Magon formed the 
second Villeneuve's mstructions to 
his captains were general, to obey the 

* In conimimicating bia plan of attecA: to 
ColliBgwood, Nelaon, who was altogether 
destitute of professiDiial jealou^, wrote — 
" I send you my plan of attack, as far as a 
man dare venture to guess at the very un- 
oertuB position the enemy maybe found in ; 
but it is to place you perfectly at ease re- 
specting my intentions, and to give Ml scope 
to your judgment for carrying them into 
exeontiim. we can, my dear GolL, have no 
little jealousies. We haye only one great 
object in view, that of annihilating our ene- 
mies, and getting a glorious peace for our 
country. No man has more confidence in 
another ttan I have in you, and no man will 
render your services more justice than your 
very old friend. Nelson and Bronte." 'Nel- 
son said to his caiitains, '* that knowing his 
precise ob(ject to be that of a close and de- 
dsive action would supply anv deficiency of 
signals; and in case tney could not be seen 
or understood, no captain can do wrong who 

Slaoes his ship alonflside that of an enemy." 
o impressed were tnese noble veterans with 
the grandeur of the plan of attack proposed 
to t&m, that many of them shed tears m his 
preaence.— SouTHXT, ii. 248, 244. 
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signals he might make dming the ao- 
tioii, and to ttse their utmost efforts to 
oome to close action with their oppo- 
nents. "Eysbt oaftain IB at hib 

POflT IF HE IB IN TIRE." Sttch WaS his 

last order, and it was worthy of the 
brave nation whose armament he com- 
manded. Collingwood, in the Boyal 
Sovereign, led the first eolnmn of the 
British, followed closely by the Belle- 
isle and Mars ; Nelson himself, in the 
Victory, headed the second, immedi- 
ately id%er whom came the Temeraire 
and the Neptune. When the lines 
were eomipletdy formed, and the ships 
bearing rapidly down on the enemy, 
so that it was evident an engagement 
was inevitable. Nelson retired to his 
cabin and wrote the following prayer : 
— " May the great God whom I wor- 
ship grant to my country, and for the 
benefit of Europe in general, a great 
and glorious vietory, and may no mis- 
conduct in any one tarnish it; and 
may humanity afber victory be the pre- 
dominant feature in the British fleet f 
For myself individually, I commit my 
Hfe to Him that made me, and may 
His blessing alight on my endeavours 
for serving my country faithAilly. To 
Him I resign myself and the just cause 
which is intrusted me to defend." 
Noble sentiments to be uttered by such 
A leader on such an occasion, and 
worthy to be engraven on the hearts 
of all who, like him, are called to the 
glorious duty of defending the cause of 
freedom and religion against the efforts 
of tyiaimic power ! . 

104. Never did the ocean exhibit a 
grander spectacle than was presented 
by the British fleet bearing down on 
the oombined squadrons, at noon on 
the 2lBt October, a few leagues to the 
north-west of Cafe Tbataloab. A 
long swell was setting into the Bay of 
Cadiz; our ships, crowding all their 
canvass, moved majestically before it, 
with light winds from the north-west 
Bight before them lay the mighty ar- 
mament of France and Spain, the sun 
shining full on their dose-set sails, and 
the vast three-deckers which it con- 
tained appearing of stupendous mag- 
nitude amidst the lesser line-of-battle 
ships by which they were surrounded. 



The British sailon, however, admired 
only the beauty and splendour of the 
spectacle, and, nevor doubting of suc- 
cess, observed to each other, ** Whafca 
fine sight yonder idiips would make 
at Spithead ! " Nelson, when he ap-' 
peared on the quarter-deck, wore his 
admiral's frock-coat, bearing on his 
left breast four stars, the insignia of 
the different orders with which he was 
invested : the officers on board la- 
mented such a display, which it was 
evident would expose him to certain 
death from the enemy's marksmen; 
but they knew it was in vain to re- 
monstrate, as his resolution was taken, 
and he had before been heard to say, 
''In honour I gained them, and in 
honour I will die with them." He 
was in good spirits, but calm and se- 
date; not in that exhilaration with 
which he had entered into battle at 
the Nile and Copenhagen : it seemed 
as if he neither expected nor wished 
to survive the action. He asked Cap* 
tain Blackwood what he should deem 
a victory? That officer answered he 
should consider it a glorious result if 
fourteen were taken ; but Nelson re- 
plied, he should not be satisfied with 
less than twenty. He then made sig- 
nal for the British fleet to prepare to 
anchor at the dose of the day ; and 
when it was given, asked the captain 
whether he did not think there was 
another wanting. Afber musing awhile, 
he fixed what it should be ; and the 
signal appeared at the mast-head of 
the Victory, the last he ever made, 
which will be remembered as long as 
the British name shall endure : " Eno- 

LANO EXPECTS THAT BYEBT MAN WILL 

DO ms DX7TT." It was received by a 
rapturous shout throughout the fleet, 
which already rung the knell of those 
of France and Spain, although their 
seamen were brave and experienced, 
and animated with the utmost enthusi- 
asm for the combat which was ap- 
proaching. "Now," said Nelson, ''I 
can do no more ; we must trust to the 
Qreat Disposer of all events, and the 
justice of our cause. I thank Qod for 
this great opportunity of doing my 
duty." 
105. Nelson led thirteen ships of the 
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line in the Victory ; <)ollingwood four- 
teen in the Royal Sovereign ; but such 
was the superior sailing of the latter 
▼essel, that she speedily distanced all 
her competitors, and was already near 
'the enemy's line when the last Tessels 
in the column were still six miles dis- 
tant ; and as Nelson steered two points 
more to the north than Gollingwood, 
in order to cut o£f the * enemy f^m re- 
treat to Cadiz, the other column was 
€rst engaged.* Considerably ahead 
of all the rest of the fleet was the 
Royal SoTereign, which, with all sails 
set) steered right into the centre 
of the enemy's line, and was already 
^ enyeloped in fire, when the nearest 
vessels, notwithstanding their utmost 
efforts, were stiU nearly a mile in the 
rear. Collingwood's guns were all double- 
shotted, and by long previous practice 
he had brought the training of his men 
to such perfection, that they could fire 
three well-directed broadsides in three 
minutes and a half. On the morning 
of the battle he was in unusual spirits, 
conversing cheerfully with his officers. 
" Now, gentlemen," said he, " let us 
do something to-day, which the world 
may talk of hereafter." '< See," said 
Nelson, " how that noble fellow Col- 
lingwood carries his ship into action !" 
while Collingwood, well knowing what 
would be passing in the breast of his 
commander and friend, at the same 
time observed, '' What would Nelson 
give to be here !"t When Villeneuve 
beheld the manner in which the hos- 

* Nelson, in bearing down, made signal 
when the ships entered into action to cut 
awav their canvass, in order that no hands 
might be lost in furling the sails. The loss 
to the fleet in a few minutes was nearly 
£200,000 ; but to this admirable piece of fore- 
sight much of the early success was owing. 

t The dasslca] reader will recollect the last 
words of Hector in his combat with the 
heaven-defended Achilles: — 

" Nv» Mvri ^ ^7(;« jMX^nii. 

Mi^ IJM'9 anrwiU yt »m itxkuSit airtXtlfMit* 

eU(ku." Iliad, X. 606. 

*' "Tis true I perish, yet I perish great : 
Yet in a mighty deed I shall expire : 
Let future ages hear it, and admire ! " 

Pope. 

How identical is the heroic spirit in simi- 
lar circumstances in all ages of the world I — 
TABBOt Ger, Ub. zi 118. 



tile fleet was bearing do^^ n^n his 
line, he remarked to those around him 
that all was lost In passing the Santa 
Anna, the Royal Sovereign gave her a 
broadside and a half into her stem, 
tearing it down and killing and wound- 
ing four himdred of her men. Four* 
teen guns were disabled by that single 
discharge. Then wheelingrapidly round, 
she lay alongside of her bo dose, that 
the lower yards of the two vessels were 
locked together, and the muzzles of 
their guns literally touched each other. 
106. The Spanish admiral, Alava, 
seeing that it was the intention of the 
Royal Sovereign to engage him to lee- 
wud, had brought all hu strength to 
the starboard side ; and such was the 
weight of his metal that his first broad- 
side made the Royal Sovereign heel two 
streaks out of the water. A furious 
combat now ensued between the two 
first-rates; but such was the rapidity 
and precision of the Royal Sovereign's 
fire, that the discharges of the Spaniard 
rapidly became weaker and weaker; 
and it was expected by the English 
that she would be compelled to strike 
before another British ship had got 
into close action. This disgrace, how- 
ever, was prevented by the San Justo, 
Indomptable, Fougueuz, and San Le- 
andro, which grouped round the Royal 
Sovereign when they saw their admi- 
ral's danger, and assailed her on all 
sides by such a vehement oross-fire 
that their balls frequently struck each 
other above the deck of the English 
vessel Regardless of his danger, Col- 
lingwood continued for twenty minutes 
pouring his broadsides into bis first- 
rate antagonist, and with such effect 
that she at length returned his fire 
only by a single gun, at long intervals 
from each other. Still, with a fiimness 
worthy of the Spanish character, the 
admiral continued the contest, relying 
on the assistance of his friends, who 
now clustered round the English vessel 
so closely that she was entirely hid 
from the remainder of the fleet. The 
sailors in the other British vessels com- 
ing up, watched with intense anxiety 
the opening of the smoke, whidi at 
length showed the British flag waving 
unoonquered in the midst of the nnme^ 
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rotu enBigna of France and Spain by 
which. it was Bnirounded. Meanwhile 
the "Rngiiali yeasela, as they saocesaiTely 
came up, engaged the enemy with the 
ntmost Yigonr. The Fougoeux, Plu- 
ton, and Alg^iraa — ^the lact of which 
bore Admiral Magon's flag — and the 
Prince des Astnrias, which bore that of 
the Spanish admiial QntTina, com- 
bated bravely the Belleisle, Polyphe- 
mna, Neptune, Mars, and Tonnant^ 
which successiyely bore up, without 
any decided advantage being for long 
perceptible on either side. 

107. Meanwhile Nelson, bumingwith 
anxiety, was crowding all sail to reach 
ihe scene of danger; and as he ap- 
proached within a mile and a half's 
distance, single shots were fired from 
different vessels in the enemy's line, 
some of whichfellshorty and others went 
over, until at length one went through 
the Victoiy's main-topgallant-saiL A 
minute or two of awfiil silence ensued, 
during which the Victory continued to 
advance, when all at once the whole 
van of seven or eight ships opened a 
concentric fire upon her, of such sever- 
ity as hardly ever before was directed 
at a single ship. At this perilous mo- 
ment the wind, which had long been 
slight, died away to a mere breath, so 
that the Victory advanced still more 
slowly, ploughing majestically through 
the waves, unable from her position to 
return a single shot. Presently a ball 
knocked away the wheel — every man 
at the poop was soon killed or wound- 
ed — ike spars and rigging were falling 
on all sides — ^while the crew, with their 
lighted matches in their hands, stood at 
their guns, long waiting, with the cool- 
ness which dimsipline aJone can give, 
the signal to return the fire. At this 
moment, Nelson's secretary, Mr Scott, 
was killed by his side. ** This is too 
warm work. Hardy," said he, " to last 
long," as he continued with his cap- 
tain, amidst the scene of destruction, 
his accustomed slow walk in the centre 
of the vessel He at first steered for 
the bows of the Santissima Trinidad, 
which he imagined bore the French 
admiral, though his flag was not yet 
hoisted ; but as the Victory approach- 
ed, the enemy closed up, and presented 



BO compact a front that it was impos- 
sible to find an entrance, and Nels(Mi 
directed CSaptain Hardy to steer for the 
opening between the Kedoutable and 
Bucentaure, 

108. At one o'clock the Victory, as 
she passed slowly and deliberately 
through, poured her broadside, treble- 
shotted, into the Bucentaure, with such 
terrible effect, that above four hundred 
men. were killed or wounded by the 
dischaiige. While listening with cha- 
racteristic avidity to the deafening 
crash made by their shot in the French 
hull, the British crew were nearly suf- 
focated by the clouds of black smoke 
which entered the Victoiys port-holes, 
and Nelson and Hardy had their clothes 
covered by the volumes of dust which 
issued fr^m the crumbling woodworks 
of the Bucentaure's stem. In advan- 
cing, the Victory received a dreadful 
broadside from the French Neptime ; 
but^ without returning a shot, passed 
on to the Bedoutable, with which she 
grappled, and commenced a furious 
conflict, while with her other guns she 
engaged the Bucentaure and Simtis* 
sima Trinidad. Captain Harvey, in the 
Temeraire, fell on board the Redout- 
able on the other side, so that these 
three ships formed as compact a tier as 
if they had been moored together, their 
heads all lying the same way. The lieu- 
tenants of the Victory upon this de* 
pressed their guns, and diminished the 
charge, lest theshot should pass through 
and injure the Temeraire; and as eveiy 
shot fr'om the Victory set the Redout- 
able on fire, the British sailors stood 
with buckets of water in their ha6ds, 
and extinguished the flames in the 
enemy's decks as they arose, lest they 
should involve both ships in destruction. 

109. After the first discharge, the 
Redoutable closed her lower-deck ports, 
and fired from them no more, fearing 
that she would be boarded from the 
Victory. Seeing this, and thinking she 
had struck, Ndson twice ordered the 
firing into her to cease ; but her crew 
still kept up a murderous warfare from 
the decks and tops : and to this he fell 
a victim. The sixty-eight pounders, 
indeed, on the Victory's forecastle, each 
loaded with five hundred musket-balls, 
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Boon cleared the Bedoutable's gang- 
ways ; but a destraotiTB fire waa kept 
up from her fore and main tops, and as 
Nelson was walking on the quarter- 
deck, he was pierced by a shot from 
one of the French marksmen, not more 
thflfti fifteen yards distant "They have 
done for me at last. Hardy/' said he. 
" I hope not," said Hardy. « Yea," 
he replied; ''my backbone is shot 
through." He was immediately carried 
below; but even then, such was his 
presence of mind, that he directed the 
tiller-rope, which had been cut away, to 
be replaced, and taking out his hand- 
kerchief, covered his face and stars, 
lest the crew should be discouraged by 
the sight. The cockpit was crowded 
with wounded and dymg men ; he in- 
sisted that the surgeon should leave 
him and attend to tiiose to whom he 
might be nsd^il, " For to me," said he, 
" you can do nothing." All that could 
be done was to fan mm with paper, and 
give him lemonade to assuage his burn- 
ing thirst So great a calamity as the 
mortal wound of Nelson necessarily 
occasioned some confusion on board 
the Victory; and the French officers in 
tl^e Redoutable, perceiving this, though 
without being aware of its cause, were 
preparing to board the Victory, when 
a dreadful broadside from the Teme- 
raire, which struck down two hundred 
men, at once destroyed the boarders, 
and nearly disabled the Redoutable for 
the remainder of the action. 

110. Meanwhile the battle continued 
with unabated fury in all directions. 
At a quarter past two the Santa Anna 
struck to the Royal Sovereign, after an 
uninterrupted combat of two hours' 
duration; but the loss on board of the 
English ship was ako very severe, and 
she was reduced to nearly as unman- 
ageable a state as her gigantic oppo- 
nent During the latter part of the 
action, Collingwood took his men ofiP 
the poop, that they might not be un- 
necessarily exposed ; but he long after 
remained there, fearless of death him- 
self. At length, descending to the 
quarterdeck, he visited the sulors, en- 
joining them not to waste a shot; look- 
ing himself along the guns to see that 
they were properly pointed, commend- 



ing particularly a nagro gunner, who^ 
while he stood beside hun, fired tea 
timea directly into the opposite poii> 
hole of the Santa Anna. Captain Har> 
vey of the Temeraire, when engaged 
in dose combat with the Redoutable^ 
perceived the Fongueuz of seventy- 
four guna preparing to lay his ship 
aboard on the other side. He allowed 
the enemy to come within a hundred 
yards, and then poured in a broadsidie 
with such tremendous effrat that she 
fell a perfect wreck aboard of the Eog> 
lish vessel, and was soon after carried^ 
with little resistance, by boarding. Out 
of seven hundred men of which her 
crew consisted at the commencement 
of the action, four hundred were killed 
or wounded. The other British vessels, 
as they successively came into action, 
engaged in dose combat the nearest 
ships of the enemy ; and when the ar- 
rival of the remote parts of the oolunma 
had reduced the gfreat odds against 
which theleadingline-of-battle ships had 
at first to contend, the wonted superiori- 
ty of the English soon became apparent 
111. Before three o'clock ten iSiips of 
the line had struck. By degrees the 
musketeers in the tops of the Redout* 
able were picked off by the Victory's 
marines ; and at length her whole nuuits 
and rigging fell across the Temeraire's 
bows, whidi forming a bridge of o(»n- 
munication between ^e two combat- 
ants, she was boarded and taken pos- 
session of by the crew of the English 
vessel, whidi thus had the glory of cap- 
turing an antagonist on &e right and 
left Seldom had a ship been more gal- 
lantly defended ; out of six hundred and 
forty-three men who oomposedherorew, 
three hundred had been killed, and two 
hundred and twenty wounded, before 
she strud:.* Equally dreadful was the 
carnage on board the Bucentaure, which 

* The marksman who had wounded Kel- 
son did not escape. Shortly after the latter 
fell, the storm of bdls was so severe that an' 
old quartermaster, who had seen the man 
fire, and two midahipmen, aloue were left 
on the Victory's poop. The two midship- 
men kept firing, and he supplied them with 
cartridgesL The old quartermaster p<^ted 
to the man who had fired the fatal shot who 
wore a glazed hat and white frock. Both 
midshipmen then fired, and the man fell. — 
SoUTHsr, U. 309, 270. 
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had reoe&Ted Kdaon's fixrt faroadaidd. 
Its poop was demoUshec^ ito HMMte 
down, and its aidoii atoTO in by the 
JRnglifth fire. " M7 part on boa^ the 
BttOesiliaura i» done, exclaimed Villa- 
neuTO ; and he endeavoured to hail the 
Santjaaima Trinidad to be taken on 
board, bat no voice could be heard in 
that awfiil cannonade. Shortly after, 
the Bucentaure struck her ooloun^ witb 
YiUeneuYe cm board; and the maata 
of the Santieaima Trinidad, which had 
been exposed to a tremendous raking 
fire from the Victoiy, Neptune^ Iiena- 
than, and Conqueror, fell with a fearful 
crash, and she was taken possession oi, 
when wholly disabled, by a boat from 
the Prince. 

112. While victory was thus every- 
where declaring for the British arms. 
Kelson was lying in l^e oocki»t in 
the utmost anxiety to hear the de- 
tails of the battle. As Captain Hardy 
could not for above an hour leave 
the deck, he repeatedly exclaimed, 
** Will no one bring Hardy to me ? He 
must be killed : he is surely dead." 
At length he came down ; they shook 
hands in silence. Hardy in vain strove 
to suppress his feelings at that painful 
moment "Well, Hardy," said Nel- 
son, " how goes the day with us I " — 
**Very well," replied Han^; **ten 
ships have struck, but five of the van 
have tacked, and are coming down 
upon the Victory; but I have called 
two or three fresh ships round, and 
have no doubt, we shall give. them a 
drubbing." — "I hope," said Nelson, 
" none of our ships have struck ? " — 
"There is no fear of that," replied 
Hardy. — "I am a dead man," then 
said Nelson ; " I am going fast : it 
will be all over with me soon." Mean- 
while loud cheers from the crew of 
the Victory announced every succes- 
sive ship of the enemy that struck, and 
at every renewal of the joyous sounda 
the countenance of the dying hero was 
illuminated by a passing light Soon 
after Hardy went up to the deck, but 
returned in about fifty minutes, and 
taking Nelson by the hand, congratu- 
lated him, even in the arms of death, 
on his glorious victory; adding that 
fourteen or fifteen of the enemy were 



taken. " That's weU/' rqpUed Nehfon, 
"but I bargained for twenty;" and 
then, in a atrouger vodce^ added, "An- 
chor, Hardy, anchor ! Do you make 
the aigaal. Kiss me. Hardy, said he. 
Hardy knalt down and kissed his 
cheek. "Now, I am aatisfied t " aaid 
Nelaon; " thank Gk>d, I bwve done naty 
duty 1" His artieolation bow became 
dii&enlt; bat he waa repeatedly heard 
to say, " Thank Qod I have done my 
duty I " He often prayed with the 
chaplain, Dr Seott^ aad mquently aaid, 
" Vtay for me^ Doctor." He oontiaued 
in great pain for three hours and a 
hal^ and expired at half-past four with- 
out a groan, leaving a name unrivalled 
even in the glorious annalaof the Eng- 
lish navy. 
113. The combinedfleet now presented 
the most melancholy spectade. In 
every direction were to be aeen only 
floating "wrecks or dismantled hulks. 
The proud armament^ late ao splendid, 
was riddled, shattered, and torn by 
shot Guns of distress were heard on 
aU sides; and in eveiy quarter the 
British boats were to be seen hastening 
to the vessels which had surrendered, 
to extricate their crews from their 
perilous situation. The Alg^ailbas, with 
Admiral Magon on board, combated 
to the last with the utmost resolution ; 
and the crew were preparing to board 
the Tonnant, when they were torn in 
pieces by a broadside from an English 
vessel on the other side. Though 
wounded both in the arm and thigh, 
and all but fainting from loss of blood, 
the heroic Magon still continued to ani- 
mate his men, when he was struck by 
a grapeshot in the breast, and instantly 
expii«d. The Alg^siraa now surren- 
dered : out of a crew of 640 men, 330 
had been struck down. Ere long 
nineteen ships of the line had struck, 
with Villeneuve, the commander-in- 
chief, and the Spanish admirals Alava 
and Cisneros. One of them, the Achille, 
of seventy-four guns, had blown up 
after she surrendered; but eighteen 
ships of the line, including two first- 
rates, the Santissima Trinidad, of a 
hundred and thirty guns, and Santa 
Anna, of a hundred and twelve, were 
in the hands of the British, and lay in 
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mingled oonfasTon alongside of their 
redoubtable oonquerora.* In this ex- 
tremity Admiral QraTina, with nine 
ehips of the line, forming the van of 
•the combined fleet, stood away for 
Cadiz, after having combated with the 
most heroic courage the now greatly 
superior force of the British, directed 
against his surviTing vessels of the 
wreoL He 'was mortally wounded, 
however, and soon after died Less 
honourable was the conduct of Admiral 
Dumanoir, who, withfour French abipB, 
took to flight, pouring his broadsides, 



as he passed, not only into the British 
ships, but the Spanish prises which had 
struck their colours; a circumstance 
which, although probably unavoidable, 
from the oonfiised way in which Mend 
and foe were intenningled, contributed 
not a little to augment the irritation 
between the two nations, which this 
terrible disaster could not fail to pro- 
duce. The British ships were too 
much occupied in taking care of their 
numerous priees to be able to give 
chase ; and Dumanoir stood out to the 
northward and got clear off, only, how* 



* The oomparatiye strength of the two fleets was as follows : — 

Bbxtish. 



1. Victory, 

3. Boyal Sovereign, 
8. Britannia, . 

4. Temeraire^ 
6. Prince, • 

6. N^tune^ 

7. Dreadnought, 

8. Tonnant, 

9. Belleiale, 

10. Revenge^ 

11. Mars^ 

12. Spartiato^ . 
18. Defiance, 
14. Conqueror, 

16. Defence^ . » 

16. Colossus, 

17. Leviathan, . 

18. Achilles, . 
10. Bellerophon, 
80. Miaotaur, 

21. Orion, 

22. Swiftsure^ . 
28. AJaz, 

24. Thunderer, 
26. Polyphemus, 

26. Africa* 

27. Agamemnon, 



27 



Frigates, 4 



1. Buoentaure, 

2. Formidable, 
8. Neptune, 

4. Indomptable, 
6. Alg&iiias, . 

6. Pluton, 

7. Mont Blanc, 

8. Intrdpide, 
0. Swiftsure, 

10. Aigle, 

11. Scipion, 

12. Duguav Trouin, 
18. Berwidc, 

14. Argonaute, 
16. A<£ille. 

16. Bedoutable, 

17. Fougueux, . 

18. Htfrofl^ 



GUK& 

100 
100 
100 
98 
08 
08 
08 
80 



64 
64 
64 



2,148 
French. 

OUNS. 

80 
80 
80 
80 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 



CAPTAtVS. 

Hardy; Admiral Nelson. 

Botheram; Admiral CoUingwood. 

Bullen ; Admiral, Earl of Korthesk. 

Harvey. 

GrindalL 

Freemantle. 

Conn. 

^ler. 

Ebxgood. 

Moorsom. 

Dufl: 

Sir Francis Laforey. 

Durham. 

Pellew. 

Hope. 

Morris. 

Bayntun. 

King. 

Cooke. 

Mansfield. 

Codrington. 

Ruthenord. 

Pilford. 

Stockham. 

RedmUl 

Digby. 

Berry. 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Taken and wrecked. 

Escaped, taken by Sir B. Strachan. 

Esci^)ed, uninjured. 

Taken and wrecked. 

Taken, but got into Cadiz dismasted. 

Escaped in a sinking state. 

Escaped, taken by Sir B. Strachan. 

Burnt. 

Taken, and sent to Gibraltar. 

Taken and wrecked. 

Escaped, taken by Sir B. Strachan. 

Escaped, taken by Sir R. Strachan. 

Taken and wrecked. 

Wrecked near Cadis. 

Burnt. 

Taken and sunk 

Taken and wrecked. 

Escaped to Cadis. 
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ever, to £bJ1 into the bands of another 
Bqnadron, and ultimately reaoh a BriV 
jdi harbour. 

Hi. It had been Nelacm's dying in- 
stmctionB to Admiral CoUingwood to 
bring the fleet to anchor ; and it would 
haye been w^ ooold thk advice hare 
been f oUowed^ as he would haye pro- 
bably broaght his nineteen noble priaea 
in safety to Spithead.* Aa it was, he 
deemed it an unnecesBary precaution, 
or waa not practicable, till nine at 
night, and the conaequencea proved 
eminently diaaatronaf Early on the 
moining of the 22d a strong southerly 
wind arose, with squally weather, and 
a heavy swell set in from the Atlantic 
into the Bay of Cadis. Notwithstand- 
ing the utmost efforts of the British, it 
was found impossible to keep the prizes 
in tow, or make the neoessaxy repairs 
on their pierced and ruined sides, to 
enable them to ride out the gale ; and 
the consequence was, that most of them 
drifted their cables, and either founder- 



ed at sea ot were wrecked on the ooast 
The crew of the Alg^airas rose upon 
the slender British guard which had 
her in possession, and escaped with 
her into Cadis, where the authoritiea 
had the generosity to allow the Eng* 
lish prise crew to return on their pa-i 
role to their own fleet. Encouraged 
by this eirenmstance. Captain Cosmao- 
Kiijulien, the senior French offlcer in 
the harbour, put to sea with five 
sail of the Ime and five frigates, 
the only part of the combined fleet 
which was in a condition for ser- 
vice, in the hope of recapturing some 
of the dismasted hulls which were 
drifting about the coast. The British 
instantly formed in line of battie, cover* 
ing such of the prises as they still had 
in tow, and the French did not ap- 
proach within gunshot ; but their firig- 
ates succeeded in getting hold of the 
Santa Anna and Spanish Neptune, 
which drifted into their hands, and 
brought them into Cadii, Many mel« 



19. SantiflsiinaTrinidada, 

20. Prince dMAstuiiM» 

21. SaataAim% 

22. Bayo, 

28. Neptuno, . 
24. Argonauti^ 
35. Bahamat , 
28, Montanea, . . 

27. San Auguatino, 

28. San ndefonso, 

29. San Juan Nepomuoeno, 

80. Monarca^ . 

81. San Frandaoo de Aaia» 

82. SanJusto, . 
88. SanLeandro, 

88 of line 
Frigates 5 



Spanish. 

GUK8. HOW DI8F0SKD OT. 

180 Tiaken and snnk. 

112 Escaped dismasted. 

112 Taken, but escaped dismasted. 

100 Taken and wrecked. 

84 Taken and wrecked. 

84 Taken and sank. 

74 Taken and sent to Gibraltar. 

74 Escaped to Cadis. 

74 Taken and burnt. 

74 Taken and sent to Gibraltar. 

74 Taken and sent to Gibraltar. 

74 Taken and wrecked. 

74 Taken and wrecked. 

74 Escaped to Cadis dismasted 

64 Escaped to Cadiz dismasted. 




Taken at Tra&lgar, 

Taken by Sir B. Straohan, 

Sunk, 

Escaped to Cadis, wrecks, 

Escaped to Cadis uninsured. 



19 
4 
1 
6 
8 

38 



—SKLOOV'slktpatehiM, viL 141, 142; andvil. 220, 222. 

* A practical proof of the benefit which might have been derived to the fleet and the 

*^ -- " ■ - - - This 

The 



prizes, from attending to Nelson's djnng instructions, was aflforded by the Defence. 



, with its prize, the San Ildefonso, andiored and rode out the gale in safety. 
Swifteure and Bahama prizes sIbo anchored, and were saved. — James, It. 180. 

t In jiistice to Collingwood, however, it must be stated, that many high naval authorities 
are of opinion that if he had anchored immediately after the battle, the consequences 
might have been fttal to many of the British squadron, not one of which was lost by pur- 
suing the opposite course ; and that, when the signal to anchor was given at nine at night, 
many vessels, including the YictQ|/itseli; were incapable of obeying.— Collihowoox^ 
i. 191, 192, fwU. 
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anohiolj catastrophes happened duriag 
the storm. Among tiie rest, the In- 
domptaUe was wrecked on ih» coast, 
having on board, besides her own, the 
snrnvon of the Buoentaure's crew, and 
above a thonsand persons perished. 
Some of the prises foundered in the 
gale ; others were sunk by the British. 
Foor only reached Gibraltar in safety. 
Bat the British took Admirals Ville- 
neuve, Alava, and Cisneros, besides 
twenty thousand prisoners, induding 
the luad forces on board,* and the com* 
bined fleet was almost totally annihi- 
lated, while their own loss was only 
sixteen hundred and ninety men killed 
and wounded. '* Six^and'twenty ships 
of the line," says General Mathien Du- 
mas, **tA TrafiUgar or Gi^ Ortegal,t 
were compiled to strike their colours. 
It may truly be said that there were 
left only a few remnants of the fleet 
which two months before had filled 
England with alarm." t 

115, An interchange of courteous 
deeds took place between the British 
fleet and the Spaniards at Cadiz. The 
magnitude of the disaster had extin- 
guished all feelings of irritation, and 
brought the people into that state of 
sad exaltation which is nearly allied to 
generous emotion. Admiral Colling- 
wood made an offer to send all the 
wounded Spaniards ashore ; a proposal 
which excited the deepest gratitude in 
that high-spirited people, and was at 
the same time a seasonable relief to 

* This number may appear large, and the 
v?iole lost, including prisoners, is stated by 
H. Thiers to have been only 7000 men. — 
Thiebs, vii 172. This number, however, is 
exolusiye of those who fell into the hands of 
the victors, but escaped during the storm. 
The English took nineteen ships of the line, 
includinjg two first-rates, the Santissyna Tri- 
nidad and Santa Anna. In three of the 
seventy-fours taken, the prisoners were 800 
each.— JITebon. Jktp, vii. 226. Applying this 
to the whole nineteen ships takcoi, uie crews 
of these ships would be 15,200, and as there 
were two first-rates taken, and 4000 troops 
on board, under Qeneral Contaminr-fOoL- 
LINQWOOD to HOLLAaDSH, 24th Oct. 1805; 
Ntlton Jksp. vii 217]— the number of persons 
on board the prises could not be less than 
ii0,000. Lord Ck>llingwood accordingly saya, 
" In the cwcured ships we took 20,000 pri- 
soners, including the troops.*'—- Lord Ocn.- 
UNowooD to J. B. Blagkctt; Esq., 2d Not. 
280d ; JfeUmi Dup. vU. 285. 



the British squadron, already sufficieot- 
ly oooupied with its own wwiaded, and 
the numerous prizes in its hands. Inre- 
turn, the Marquis of Solano^ goyemor of 
Cadia^ sent to offer the English the 
use of the hospitals for their wounded, 
pledging the Spanish honour that thej 
shocdd be care&dly attended to. When 
the storm after the action drove soma 
of the prizes upon the coasts they d^ 
dared that the English who we<« thus 
thrown into their hands should not be 
considered as prisoners of war ; and 
the Spanish soldiers gave up their own 
beds to their shipwrecked enemiee. 
Already was to be seen the commence- 
ment of that heartiblt alliance which 
was so soon destined to take i^Ubce be- 
tween these generous enemies; and it 
was amidst the tempests of Trafalgar 
that the feelings were produced which 
brought them to stand side by aide at 
Vittoria and Toulouse. 

116. No words can describe the 
mingled feelings of joy and grief, of 
exultation and melancholy, whioh per- 
vaded the British empire upon the news 
being received of the battle of Trafal- 
gar. The greatest naval victoiy re- 
corded in the annals of the world had 
been gained by their arms. The dan- 
gers of invasion, the menaces of Napo- 
leon, were at an end. Secure in their 
sea-girt isle, they could now behold 
without alarm the marshalled forces of 
Europe arrayed in hostility against 
them. In a single moment, from th^ 

t ThesubsequentactionwithSirB. Stracban. 

i In the midst of this scene of ruin. Admiral 
Collingwood did not neglect the duty which 
he owed to the Supreme Disposer of all 
events. On the day after the battle, the fol- 
lowing general order was issued to tiie fleet : 
"-The Ahnighty Ood, whose arm is strength, 
having of his great mercy been pleased to 
crown the exertions of his zn%jestv's fleet 
with success, in givinp^ them a complete vic- 
tory over their enemies on the 2l8t of this 
month, and that all praise and thank^ving 
may be offered up to the throne of grace for 
the great benefit to our country and to iQan- 
kind, I have thought proper that a day 
should be iq;)pointea for a general humilia- 
tion before God, and thanksgiving for his 
merdfUl goodness, imploring migiveness of 
aina, a continuation ofnia divine mercy, and 
his constant aid to us in defence of our coun- 
try, libotaes, and laws^ without whidi tiie 
utmost effi>rts of man are naught."— Col- 
uvowooD, i. 179. 
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reralt of one engagement^ they had 
paaaed fix>in a state of anzioas aolict- 
tade to one of independenee and ae* 
eoxxty. Inestimable aa theae H i i a nin g B 
'were, tliey yet seemed aa inadeqnatw 
oompensation for the life of the hero 
by 'v^om they had been gamed. The 
fedings of grief irare even mor6 power- 
fol than those of gratitiide ; and Eng- 
land, with the fleets of her antagonist 
sank in the deep, seemed less ueeuie 
than when, in presence of her yet nn- 
soathed enemies, she was protected by 
the hero whose flaming sword tnzned 
eveiy way. 

117. Need it be added that all the 
honours which a gratefal conntiy eonld 
bestow were heaped upon the memoiy 
of Lord Nelson? His brother was 
made an eari, with a grant of ^£6000 a- 
year; ^£10,000 was voted to each of 
his sisters, and £100,000 for the par- 
chase of an estate. A public fimcral 
was decreed, and a monument by the 
nation in the place of his intenment^ 
St Paul's cathedral The principal 
cities of the empire Tied with each 
other in erecting monuments and 
statues to his memoiy. Admiral Col- 
lingwood was made a baron, and reoeiv- 
ed a pension of £2000 a-year ; a grant 
whi<£ first raised that noble officer 
from the state of oomparatiTe depoi- 
denoe which is so often the lot of up- 
right integrity. The remains of Nelson 
were consigned to the grare amidst all 
the p<»np of funeral obsequies, in St 
Paul's, followed by a countless multi- 
tude of sorrowing spectators. The 
leaden coffin in which he was brought 
home was out in pieces and distributed 
as relics through the fleet ; and when 
at his interment his flag was about to 
be lowered into the grave, the sailors 
who assisted at the ceremony with one 
accord rent it in pieces, that each might 
preserve a fragment as long as he lived. 
Unbounded was the public grief at his 
untimely end. "Tet," in the words 
of his doquent biographer, *' he cannot 
be said to have fallen prematurely 
whose work was done ; nor ought he 
to be lamented who died so full of 
honours, and at the height of human 
fame. The most triumphant death is 
that of the martyr ; the most awful, 



that of the marliyTCd patriot; the most 
splendid, that ti the hero in the hour 
of victory; sad if the chuiot and 
horses of fire had been vouchsafed for 
Nelson's translation, he eould scarcely 
have departed in a brighter Uaie of 
J^ory." 

118. Lord Nelson was the greatest 
naval officer of this or any other nation 
whoae addevementa have been record- 
ed in history. The energies of ay 
ardent and impetuous mind were in 
him wholly absorbed in patriotic feel- 
ing. Duty to his Qod, lus Kini^ sod 
country, constituted ^e simple <mjeetB 
to whldL unrivalled powers and con- 
summate genius were directed. Like- 
all other great commanders, he took 
the utmost pains to make bis officers 
thoroughly acquainted beforehand with 
his general plan of operationi^ but in- 
trusted them with foil diseretionaiy 
powers in carrying them into execu- 
tion. He possessed the eagle eye whid^ 
at once discerns the fitting movement, 
and the capacity for skilAil combinsr 
tion which brings every power at his 
disposal simultaneously and decistvely 
into action. Simple in his desires, 
enthusiastic in his character, he was 
alike superior to the love of wealth, 
the bane of inferior, and envy of others, 
the frailty of ambitious minds. Devo- 
tion to his country was in him blended 
with a constant sense of religious duty ; 
and anudst all the license of arms he 
was distinguished from the first by an 
eariy and manly piety. In later years, 
wheA his achievements had marked 
him out as the great defender of Chris- 
tianity, he considered himself as an 
instrument in the hand of Providence 
to combat the infidel spirit of the Be- 
volution, and commenced his despatch 
on the battle of the Nile by ascribing 
the whole to Almighty God. Too 
great to be fettered by rules, too ori- 
ginal to condescend to imitation, he 
consulted his own inspiration only in 
all his mighty deeds, and in every in- 
stance left the stamp of native genius 
on the duties, whether elevated or 
humble, which he performed. His 
whole career, from his first entrance 
into the navy to the battle of Trafidgar, 
exhibited a pattern of every manly 
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Tirtue. Bold in oonoeptioii, cautious 
in combination, finn in execution, cool 
in danger, he was the most Buoceasful, 
becauae the most profound and in- 
trepid, of leaders. If a veil could be 
drawn over the deeds perpetrated at 
Naples, his public character might be 
deemed without a fiiult : but no human 
being was ever yet perfect ; and that 
alloy of frailty which has descended to 
|dl from our fii'st parents, long con- 
cealed in him by the intensity of patri- 
otic devotion, was at length revealed 
by the fascination of female wicked- 
ness.* 

119. The battle of Trafalgar was soon 
followed by another victory, which at 
any other period would have excited 
the most lively satisfaction, but was 
hardly noticed in the transports conse- 
quent on that stupendous event Ad- 
miral Dumanoir, who had escaped from 
the disaster at Cadiz, and crossed the 
Bay of Biscay in hopes of getting either 
into Bochefort or Brest harbours, fell 
in, on the 2d November, with the fri- 
gs^ of Sir Richard Strachan's squa- 
dron, who immediately made signal 
that a strange fleet was in sight. The 
British adxmral instantiy gave chase, 
which was continued two days and 
nights, during which the light of the 
moon rendered the enemy visible; 
until at length, at noon on the 4th 
November, the two squadrons were so 
near that Dumanoir was obliged to lie 
to, and receive battie. The English 
fleet at first consisted of five ships of 
the line and fom* frigates ; but during 
the chase one of the former was driven 
away by stress of weather, and in the 
action which followed four line-of- 
battle ships and four frigates alone 
were engaged. The French had four 
sail of the line only, and some of their 
guns were dismounted from the effects 
of the battie of TrafisOgar. The battie 
began at noon, by each of the British 
line-of-battie ships engaging one of the 

* The ultimate fate of the celebrated and 
bewitching Lady Hamilton, whose influence 
led Nel son into the cruel executions at Naples, 
which forms the only blot on his public cha- 
racter, was a remarkable instance of moral 
retribution. She died in France, many years 
aftorwards, alone and unbefriended, in want 
9f the common necessaries of life. 



enemy, and lasted with great vigour 
for four hours ; when it terminated in 
the capture of eveiyone of the French 
ships, but not tiU they were ahnost 
totally dismasted, and had sustained 
a loss of seven hundred and thirty 
killed and wounded. Crippled and 
dispirited as they were, it was not to 
be expected that the four French ships 
could have withstood the shock of four 
fresh English line-of-battie ships, sup- 
ported by four frigates, who took an im- 
portant part in the action ; and the 
heavy loss which they sustained proves 
that they had not surrendered ti^ the 
laist extremity. Sir Richard Strachan 
brought his four prizes into harbour, 
which somewhat consoled the English 
for the absence of so many of tiiose 
taken at Trafalgar ; and their satisfac- 
tion was inci'eased by the British loss 
being only twenty-four killed and a 
hundred and eleven wounded. 

120. It is observed by Mr Hume^ 
that actions at sea are seldom, if ever, 
so decisive as those at land — ^a remark 
suggested by the repeated indecisive 
actions between the English and Butch 
in the reign of Charles II., but which 
affords a striking proof of the danger 
of generalising from too limited a col* 
lection of facts. Had he extended his 
retrospect further, he would have oV 
served that the most decisive and im^ 
portant of all actions recorded in hi8« 
tory have been fought at sea. The 
battie of Salamis rolled back from 
Greece the tide of Persian invasion; 
that of Actium gave a master to the 
Roman world ; that of Lepanto arrest* 
ed for ever the dangers of Mahometan 
invasion in the south of Europe ; and 
that of La Hogue checked for nearly a 
century the maritime efforts of the 
house of Bourbon. As important in 
its consequences as the great^t of these 
achievements, the battie of Trafalgar 
not only at once secured the indepen- 
dence of England, and destroyed all 
Napoleon's hopes of maritime greatr 
ness, but annihilated for half a century 
the navies of France and Spain. The 
losses of the Moscow campaign were 
repaired in six months ; even the ter- 
rible overthrow of Leipsic was almost 
foigotten in the host which waa mar- 
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shalled round the imperial eagles at 
Waterioo. But from the shock of Tra- 
&]gar the French navy never recover- 
ed ; and during the remainder of the 
war, notwithstanding the utmost efforts 
of Napoleon, no considerable fleets with 
the tncolor flag, was ever seen at sea. 
Error frequently attends hasty or par- 
tial induction ; but from a sufficiently 
broad and extensive view of human 
affairs, conclusions of general and last- 
ing certainty may be formed* 

121. It is stated by Napoleon that a 
fleet of thirty ships of the line, with 
guns and complement of men complete, 
may be considered as corresponding at 
sea to an army of one hundred and 
twenty thousand men at land. Judg- 
ing by this standard, the battle of Tra- 
£a]gar, which rendered useless frjly 
twenty-five ships of the line and made 
prize of twenty, must be considered as 
equivalent to a victory where ninety 
thousand men out of one hundred and 
twenty thousand were destroyed. The 
annals of war exhibit no instance of such 
a success with land forces ; it is double 
what even the bulletins claimed for 
Napoleon at Austeriitz, Jena, or Fried- 
land. Even at Waterloo, where alone 
a blow approachiug to that inflicted at 
Tra&lgar was struck, the loss of the 
French has never been estimated at 
above forty thousand men. The loss 
by which that decisive victory was pur- 
chased, on the side of the British alone, 
was nearly nine thousand; on that of the 
Allies, above twenty thousand : where- 
as the total loss of the English at Tra- 
falgar was only sixteen hundred and 
ninety men; a smaller number than 
perished in many inconsiderable actions 
attended with little or no result in 
Spain.* This affords a striking instance 
how comparatively bloodless, when 
viewed in relation to the importance 
of the successes achieved, are victories 
at sea : and although the losses of the 
defeated party are much more severe, 
yet even they bear no sort of proper* 

* The loss at Talavera, out of 19,000 Britid, 
was 6000 : that at Albuera, 4600 out of 7600; 
and out of 10,000 who foirmed the storming 
columns at Badegos, nearly 4000 lay on the 
breaches and in the ditches of that terrible 
fortress. 



tion to the enormous effusion of blood 
in land fi^ts. Lord CoIIingwood esti- 
mates the killed and wounded at Tra- 
fiilgar, where the French navy was in 
a manner annihilated, " at several thou- 
sands:" while the Moscow campaign, 
where four hundred thousand men 
perished, was found insufficient to beat 
down the militaiy power of Napoleon. 
122. The battle of Trafalgar affords 
a decisive proof that it is owing to no 
peculiar manoeuvre, ill-understood by 
others, of breaking the line, tiiat the 
extraordinary successes of the English 
at sea are owing, but that the superior 
prowess and na"^ skill of tiieir sailors 
are alone the cause of their triumphs. 
In truth, the operation of breaking the 
line, whether ttt sea or land, is an ex- 
tremely critical and hazardous one, and 
never will be attempted, or, if attempt- 
ed, succeed, but by the party conscious 
of and possessing greater courage and 
resources in danger than its opponent. 
From its superior sailing, and tiie light- 
ness of the wind, the Boyal Sovereign 
was in action at Trafalgar when the 
rear of the column was still six miles 
distant, and fully a quarter of an hour 
before another British ship fired a shot : 
andthe whole weight of the conflict^ for 
the same reason, fell upon the twelve 
or fourteen British ships which first 
got into action, by whom six-sevenths 
of the loss was sustained.t So fiu: from 
the French and Spanish fleets being 
doubled upon and assailed by a supe- 
rior force, the British fleet itself was 
thus situated ; and the victory was in 
fact gained by half its force, before the 
remainder got into action. The arrival 
of this remainder, indeed, gave those 
first engaged a decisive advantage, and 
enabled tibe ships which hitherto had 
borne up against such desperate odds 
to overwhelm in their turn their dis- 
pirited, and now outnumbered, oppo- 
nents ; but had they not been, from the 
first, superior, and greatly superior, to 
their antagonists, they must have been 

t ** The total loss was 1090, of which liS2 
belonged to fourteen out of the twenty- 
seven vessels of the fleet. With a few ex- 
ceptions, the ships so suflbring were in the 
van of their respective oolumns."— Jahbs, 
iv. 111. . 
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taken prisonen in the outset of the 
fray, and lain useleBS logH alongside of 
their captors when the rear of the eo- 
lamnB was getting into action. Would 
any but an enemy of superior courage 
hare yentured to plunge, like CoUing- 
wood and Nelson, into the centre of 
their opponent's fleets and, unsupport- 
ed, single out the hostile admiral for 
attack, when surrounded by his own 
resselB? What would have been the 
fate of Alava and ViUeneuTS, of the 
Santa Anna and the Buoentaure, if 
they had thus engaged Oollingwood and 
Nelson, the Royal Sovereign and the 
Victory, at the muzzle of tiieir guns, in 
the middle of the English fleets while 
three or four other ho^e line-of-battle 
ships were pouring in their shot on all 
sides ? Would tliey not have been com- 
pelled to strUce their colours in ten min- 
utes, before the tardy succeeding ves- 
sels could come up to their support? 

128. In breaking the line, in short, 
whether at sea op Und, the head of the 
column must necessarily be engaged 
with a vastly superior force before the 
rear and centre can get up to its sup- 
port; and if, from accidental causes, 
their arrival, as at Trafalgar, is long 
delayed, it may happen that this con- 
test against desperate odds may con- 
tinue a very long time — quite long 
enough to prove fatal to an ordinaiy 
assailant The conclusion to be drawn 
fh)m this is, not that Nelson, Duncan, 
and Rodney did wrong, and ran unne- 
cessary hazard, by breiddng the line at 
Trafalgar, Gamperdown, and Marti- 
nique — quite the reverse; they did per- 
fectly right : but that it is the man- 
oeuvre suited only to the braver and 
more skilful party, and never can prove 
successful except in ike hands of the 
power possessing the superiority in cou- 
rage and prowess, though not in num- 
bers. Itwillsucoeedwhentheheadof the 
column can sustain itself against double 
or treble its own force untQ the centre 
and rear get up, but in no other cir- 
cumstances. The case is precisely the 
same at land : the party breaking the 
line there runs the greatest ride of 
being overpowered, if not able to bear 
up against superior foroes, before sup- 
I>ort arrive from the rear; and an an- 



tagonist who can trust his troops in 
line to resist the head of the column, 
will soon obtain a decisive advantage 
by assailing the attacking column on 
botii flanks. This was what the Duke of 
WeHington felt he could do, and con- 
stantly did, with British troops ; and, 
accordingly, Jomini tells us that the sys- 
tem of attacking in colnnms and break- 
ing the line never succeeded against 
the close and murderous fire of the 
English infantry. It was the same 
with the Russians. Napoleon's system 
of bringing an overwhelming force 
against one point, and there breaking 
the line, answered perfectly, as long as 
he was engaged with the Austrians, 
who laid down their arms or retired 
the moment they sawan enemy on their 
flank ; but when he applied it to the 
Russians, he soon found the attacking 
column fiercely assailed on all sides by 
the troops among whom it had pene- 
trated ; and the surrender of Yan- 
damme, with seven thousand men, in the 
mountidns of Bohemia, in 1813, taught 
him tiiat it isa very different thing to get 
into the rear of an army drawn from tiie 
north and one firom the south of Europe. 
124. It is frequently said by the 
French writers, that at this period the 
fate of Europe depended upon chancy 
and that^ if tiie parties to whom Napo- 
leon remitted to report on Mr Fulton's 
proposal for the navigation of vessels 
by steam had given a different opinion 
from what they did, and that invention 
had been adopted at Boulogne, there 
can be no doubt that the invasion might 
have been successfully accomplished. 
There appears no solid ground for this 
opinion. Qreat discoveries, destined, 
like those of gunpowder, printing, and 
steam, in the end to change the face of 
the world, never come to maturity but 
by slow degrees. The sublimest genius, 
the most overwhelming power, is not 
able so farto outstrip the march of time, 
as to give to one generation the general 
use of a disoovery destined by nature 
for another. Even if it were otherwise, 
and steam navigation could in a few 
years have been brought to perfection, 
or at least into common application, 
in the French navy, unquestionably the 
English would not have been idle ; the 
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migfaty engine would hare yielded ite 
powers in a correBponding degree to 
both ndee, and their relatiTe ntnationa 
w<rald have fnnahied the enne as be- 
fore. If ste&mers would ha^e enabled 
the flotilla, under all winds, to issue 
fix>m Boulogne harbour, and attempt 
the passage of the Channel, they would 
hare enabled the English blodEading 
squadrons at all seasons to maintain 
their station, and put it in their power 
to haye 0ent in fire-ships, which would 
have carried conflagration and ruin into 
the crowded harbour. Propelled by 
this powerful force, one armed steam- 
ship, at dead of night, would haye burst 
open the chains at the entrance of the 
basin, while succeeding ones, in rapid 
succession, carried flames sad explo- 
sion into its forest of shipping. Gun- 
powder did not diminish the superio- 
rity of the EngUsh at sea. The yictory 
of Nelson at Trafalgar was not less de- 
cisiye than that of ^ward III. at Sluya 
In the altered species of warfare to 
which steam nayigation would unques- 
tionably haye giyen rise, success in the 
end would haye remained with the 
people of the greater resources and re- 
solution. The land of coal and of iron 
had no reason to dread acontest carried 
on by the powers of fire. The last 
gun, the last guinea, the last steam 
engine, would cany the day. The 
oountiymen of CoUmgwood, who yen- 
tured unsupported into the midrt of 
the combined fleet, need neyer fear 
the mechanical force which augments 
the facility of getting into dose action, 
and increases the rapidity with which 
the diflerent yessek of the squadron 
can be brought together to the deoisiye 
point. 

126. But it is impossible to form an 
equally clear opinion as to the conse* 
quenoes which would haye followed if 
N'apoleon, witiii a hundred and thirty 
thousand men, had succeeded in effect- 
ing a landing on the coast of Kent. He 
has told ua that he would haye ad- 
yanced direct to London, of which he 
calculated upon getting possession in 
four days; and there he would instant- 
ly haye proclaimed parliamentary re- 
form, a low suffirage for the new Toters, 
the downfall of the oligarchy, the con- 
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of the property of the church, 
a yast reduction of taution, an equit- 
able adjustment of the national debt, 
and all the other objects which the 
reyolutionary party in this country 
haye oyer had at heart, and the pro- 
spect of obtaining only one of which, 
fiye-and-twenty yearn afterwards^ pro- 
duced so extraordinary a diange in 
the dominant multitude of the Bngiiah 
peopla It was Napoleon's constant 
affinnation, that the majority in num-> 
ber of the English nati<m was opposed 
to the war, which was maintained solely 
by the influence and for the purposes 
of the oligarchy ; and that, if he could 
once haye roused the multitude against 
their rule, Qreat Britain would speedily 
haye become so diyided as to be no 
longer capable of resisting the power of 
France. "I would not," said he, "haye 
attempted to subject England to France : 
I could not haye united two nations so 
dissimilar. If I had succeeded in my 
project, I would haye abolished the 
monarchy, and established a republic 
instead of the oligarchy by which you 
are goyemed. I would haye separated 
Ireland from England, and left them to 
ikemtdoe^ after havina toum the seeds 
of repubUcaniem in their fnorcde, I 
would haye allowed the House of Com- 
mons to remain, but would have intro- 
duced a great rrform,** * 

* '* I would have hurried oyer my flotiUat" 
aaid Napoleon, ' * with two hundred thousand 
men," ut was only one hundred ahd thirty- 
eight tnouaand,] " landed as near Chatham 
as possible, and proceeded direct to London, 
where I calcolated upon arriving in f6ur days 
from the time ofmyundinff. Iwould have pro- 
claimed a republic, the abolition of the nobuity 
and House of Peers; the distribution among 
my partisansof the property of such of the lat- 
ter as opposed me; liberty, equality, and the 
sovereignty of the people. I would have al- 
lowed ttie House of Commons to ronain, but 
wndd have iiUrodueed a great rtf<mn. I would 
havepublished a proclamation, declaring that 
we came as fHenas to the English, and to free 
the nation tram a corrupt and flagitious aris- 
tocracy, and restore apopular form of eovem- 
ment^ a democracy ; au which would have 
been confirmed hy the conduct of my army, 
as I would not have allowed the slightest out- 
rage to be committed by my troops. I think 
that, between my promises and what I would 
, actually have effected, I diould have had the 
support of a great many. In a large city like 
London, where there are so many canaille 
and so many disaffected, I should have beton 
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126. That theFrenchEmperor would 
have been worsted in his attempt, if 
England had remained true to herself, 
can be doubtful to no one who recol- 
lects that the British troops defeated 
the French in every encounter, with- 
out exception, from Vimeira to Water- 
loo, and that Napoleon himself said to 
Lord Whitworth there were a hundred 
chances to one against his success. But 
would she have remained true to her- 
self under the temptation to swerve 
produced by such means f This is a 
point upon which there is no Briton 
who would have entertained a doubt 
till within these few years. But the 
manner in which the public mind has 
reeled from the application of inferior 

joined by a formidable body; and I would a^ 
the same time have excited an insurrection 
in Ireland. You would never have burned 
your capital; you are too rich and fond of 
money. How often have the Farinans sworn 
to bury themselves under the ruins of their 
capital rather than suffer it to fisJl into the 
hands of the enemies of France, and yet it 
has twice been taken I The hope of a change 
for the better, and a division of property, 
would have operated wonderfully amongst 
the canaille, especially that of London. Ijie 
canaille of all nations are nearly alike. I 
would have made such i^romises as would 
have had a great effect. I would have abo- 
lished flogging in the army, and promised 
your seamen everything, which would have 
made a great impression on their minds. The 

Erodamation that we came as fHeuds to re- 
eve the English firom an obnoxious and des- 
potic aristocracy, whose object was to keep 
the nation eternally at war, in order to en- 
rich diemselves and their families through 
the blood of the people ; together with the 
proclaiming of a republic, the abolition of the 
monarchic^ form of government and the no- 
bility, the declaration of the forfeiture of such 
of the latter as should resist, and the divi- 
sion of their possessions amongst the parti- 
sans of the revolution, with a general eauall- 
sation of property, would have gained me 
the support of the canaille, and of all the idle, 
profligate, and disaffected, in the kingdom." 
Thus far the Emperor Napoleon; to which it 
may be added, that amidst the divisions and 
democratic transports consequent on these 

{)rodigious innovations, he would quietly 
tave laid his grasp on Woolwich, Chatham, 
Fortsmouth, and Plymouth, and smiled at 
his revolutionary allies on this side of the 
Channel when they called on him to redeem 
his pledges, farther than spoliating some of 
the higher orders; and if they proved refhu^ 
tory, have marched a file of grenadiers into 
the chapel of St Stephen.— O'Mbara, i. 840, 
852. 



stimulants since 1830, and the strong 
partiality to French alliance which 
grew up when popular passion was 
powerfully excited by that change, has 
now suggested the painful doubt 
whether Napoleon did not know us 
better than we knew ourselves, and 
whether we could have resisted those 
methods of seduction which had proved 
fatal to the patriotism of so many other 
people. The spirit of the nation, in- 
deed, then ran high against Gallic in- 
vasion; unanimily unprecedented ex- 
isted among the British people : but 
strong as that feeling was, it is now 
doubtful whether it would not have 
been supplanted, in a lax^e portion of 
the nation at least, by a still stronger, 
and whether the sudden offer of all the 
glittering objects of democratic ambi- 
tion would not have shaken the patri- 
otism of a considerable portion of the 
British, as it unquestionably would of 
the great bulk of the Irish people. 

127. No man can say how he would 
keep his senses under the application of 
some extraordinary and hitherto un- 
known stimulant, as if he were at once 
elevated to a throne, or saw the moun- 
tains fall around him, or the earth sud- 
denly open beneath his feet. Even the 
warmest friend to his country will 
probably hesitate before he pronounces 
upon the stability of the English mind, 
under the influence of the prodigious 
excitement likely to have "arisen from 
the promulgation of the political in- 
novations which Napoleon had pre- 
pared for her seduction. If he is wise, 
he will rejoice that^ in the providence 
of God, his country was saved the trial, 
and acknowledge with gratitude the 
inestimable obligations which she owes 
to the illustrious men whose valour 
averted a danger under which her 
courage indeed would never have sunk, 
but to which her wisdom might pos- 
sibly have proved unequal The true 
crisis of the war occurred at this period. 
It was the arm of Nelson which deliver- 
ed his country from her real danger. 
Thenceforth the citadel of her strength 
waa beyond the reach of attack. At 
Waterloo ahe fought for victory; at 
Trafalgar for existence. 
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CHAPTER XL. 



OAMBAIQTX OF AU8TEBUTZ. 



1. The Austbian Empibb, which had 
long taken an actiye part in the Euro- 
pean confederacy, and was now destined 
to stand in the front rank of the fight 
of nations, is a power which has slowly 
risen to greatness, without the aid of any 
extraordinary ability either in its sove- 
reigns or its cabinet, by a succession of 
fortunate alliances on the part of its 
princes, and a constant adherence to 
prudent counsels on that of its govern- 
ment. The dukes of the house of Haps- 
burg, in former times, possessed merely 
the inconsiderable provinces of Upper 
and Lower Austria; they were sur- 
rounded by the more powerful kingdoms 
of Poland, Hungary, and Bohemia; and 
so for from it being probable that they 
would ever rise to the rank of a first- 
rate power, nothing presaged that they 
would be able to maintain their inde- 
pendence amidst those formidable po- 
tentates by whom they were environed. 
Austria has seldom been distinguished 
by extraordinary talent, either in her 
statesmen or generals, imtil the glorious 
eras of Maria Theresaand the Fr^oh Re- 
volution. She was remarkable chiefly 
for the prudence of her counsels and 
the good fortune of her enterprises; 
and her institutions were not such as 
to call forth talent in the middle or 
lower classes of the state. Neverthe- 
less she has steadily advanced in po- 
pulation, wealth, and political impor- 
tance, and now stood forth as a first- 
rate power, alike formidable to the in- 
dependence of the adjoining states, and 
valuable as a bulwark against the en- 
croachments of French usurpation or 
Russian ambition. 

2. Unlike France or England, the Aus- 
trian monarchy has owed nothing to the 
homogeneous descent of its inhabitants. 

VOI4. VI. 



No one dominant race has in its pro- 
vinces acquired a decided preponder- 
ance over the others, or communicated 
to the whole the impress of its charac* 
ter and the lustre of its name. Though 
the appellation of Austria has, from 
Vienna being the residence of its sove- 
reigns, been generally applied to the 
whole empire, yet the inhabitants of 
the inconsiderable provinces which pro- 
perly bear that name have neither con- 
quered by force of arms, like the Ro- 
mans, nor swayed by intellectual supe- 
riority, like the Greeks, the more distant, 
but lai^;er and more powerful provinces 
of the empire. The state has grown 
up to greatness, as the monarchy has 
added provinces to its crown, by the 
voluntiuy marriage of their sove- 
reigns,* not the forced submission or 
gradual amalgamation of their inhabi- 
tants. Styria was acquired by legacy 
from Othokar VL to Leopold I., here- 
ditary archduke of Austria in 1192; 
Camiola by purchase, by Leopold 11. 
in 1199. The crown of Bohemia was 
won for the dukes of Austria by mar- 
riage in 1^27 ; that of Hungary, which 
became the brightest jewel in their 
diadem, by the same means at the same 
period ; the duchy of the Tyrol, which 
was the inheritance of the heiress of 
the Tyrol, who married an archduke 
of the same fortunate house ; the Flem- 
ish provinces, with Lorraine and Alsace, 
which became united to the Austrian 
crown by the marriage of Mary of Bur- 
gundy, daughter t>f Charles the Bold, 
to Maximilian, archduke of Austria, 
grandfather of Charles V. — formed 
fully three-fourths of the magnificent 
Austrian dominions at this time. Oal- 
lida, acquired by the iniquitous parti- 
* " Bella gerant alii ; tu, feliz Austria, nube.*' 
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tlon of Poland in 1772 and 1794, and 
Lombardy and Venice, which fell to 
their lot in the division of the spoils 
of conquest in 1797 and 1815, are the 
only considerable proyinoes of the mo- 
nanshy which have been won by force 
of arms. They do not constitute a 
fourth part of its extent or population; 
and contribute a still less proportion to 
'its warlike or financial resources. The 
strength of the monarchy has been the 
resultof marriage, andof marriage aiona 
3. When the extraordinary emhsa> 
rassment is consdered which has been 
experienced by Great Britain in all 
periods of its histdiy, firom the alien 
Uood and hostile passions of Irdand-** 
one only foreign portion of an other- 
wise compact and homogeneous em^ 
pire — it becomes an interesting subject 
of inquiry, how the Austrian gOTem- 
ment has sueceeded, through so many 
ages, in holding together the varioos 
provinces and muItiSuious races which 
compose its widespread empire. The 
fact of its being a militaiy monarchy, 
maintained by ^e sword, and the Em- 
peror's ruling, ostensibly at least, by 
his own will, wiU n6t explain the dif- 
ficulty : for the eword itself is held by 
men of many races, provinces, and for- 
mer separatedominions; many of whom 
were animated, at one period at leasts 
by the fiercest rel%ious passions; who 
have more than -ouoe revolted against 
the central gbvemment; and all of 
whom retain to this hour the strongest 
attachment ta their national traditions. 
In reality, also, the government of Aus- 
tria is not a despotism but an aristo- 
cracy, in which the practical direction 
of affairs is vested in a body of nobles, 
hardly three hundred in number, drawn 
from all the iHx>vinces of its vast do- 
minions. How, then, has it happened, 
that while England, with its free gov- 
ernment and representative institu- 
tions, has experienced such difficulty 
in restraining the national and religious 
passions of asingle neighbouring island, 
Austria, with none of these advantages, 
has succeeded in stilling the rivalry of 
so many independent states, and at- 
taching such ancient^ powerful, and 
various nations in willing subjection 
to a foreign central government ? 



4. This circumstance will appear still 
more extraordinary when the striking 
vicissitudes of fortune which the Im- 
perial dominions have undergone at 
various times are considered, and the 
numerous opportunities which success- 
ful external hostility or internal revolt 
have afforded to dismember and over- 
turn the empire. No state in modem 
times has sustained such terrible re- 
verses: none has been so fi'equentiy 
pierced to the heai't by wounds appa- 
rentiy mortal: none has been so fre- 
quentiy driven to rest, as a last re- 
source, on the patriotic spirit of its 
distant provinces. The dreadful insur- 
riBotion of the Hungarian peasants in 
the sixteenth century, combined the 
horrors of the Jacquerie in France with 
the brutal atrocities of the insurrection 
of the boors in Germany. In the very 
mhoay of its fortunes, the revolt of 
the Hussites in Bohemia brought into 
the vitals of the state the tenible 
scourge- of religious warfare ; nor was 
it soon appeased, for so strong was the 
party of the Protestants shortly after 
the Reformation, that nearly a half of 
the inhabitants of the Hereditary States 
were at one period numbered among 
the followers of Luther. In the close 
of the seventeenth century, Vienna 
wa^ besieged by three hundred thou- 
sand Turks, and owed its salvation 
only to the heroism of John Sobieski 
and the lances of the Poles. Fifby years 
afterwards, the same capital fell into 
the hands of the victorious French and 
Bavarians, and the unconquerable Ma- 
ria Theresa sought refuge and found 
support only in the fidelity of the Him- 
garian nobility. In 1757, the steeples 
of Vienna were descried by the out- 
posts of the Great Frederick from the 
plain of the Marchfield ; in 1797, they 
were seen by the videttes of Napoleon 
from the heights of the Simmering. 
Twice during the revolutionary war 
the Austrian capital was taken by the 
French forces; the defeats the Imperial 
aims sustained during that terrible con- 
test were so frequent as almost to defy 
enumeration. Yet firom all these re- 
verses the state in the end has emerged, 
not only unscathed, but victorious; 
and in the fidelity of her subjects, and 
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the peneyering character ot ber goT- 
eminent^ Austria, during four centuries, 
haa found the means of rising superior 
to all the storms of fortune, and steadily 
advancing, imtil she has attained the 
▼ery first rank among the powers of 
Europe. 

5. What is, in an especial manner, 
worthy of notice — the secret of this 
strong principle of vitality and un- 
broken progress is to be found in the 
patriotic spirit of the Austrian people, 
and the strength of the bonds which 
unite the inhabitants of so many dif- 
ferenty and once independent^ pro- 
vinces and kingdoms, to the Imperial 
government. It was in the attach- 
ment of the Hungarians that Maria 
Theresa found the means of defeating 
the formidable inroad of the French 
and Bavarians ; the steadiness of the 
Bohemians enabled Marshal Daun to 
repel the invasion of the Prussians, 
when the standards of the Qreat Fre- 
derick were seen from the steeples of 
Vienna. But for the gallant spirit of 
tiie Hungarians, Austria would have 

, sunk in 1805 under the shock of Aus- 
terlitz ; the devoted loyalty of the Ty- 
rolese partly rescued it from destruc- 
tion after the disaster of Wagram in 
1809. No country contuns so great 
a variety of races, nations, and re- 
ligions ; none has found in them all 
such steady support in such terrible 
reverses. 

6. This observation affords ample 
subject for serious reflection to the in- 
habitants of the British empire. Though 
vexed with incomparably less diver- 
sity of race or national rivalry, and 
enjoying a constitution which boasts, 
in a peculiar manner, l^e advantage 
of communicating to government the 
wishes of distant dependencies, and 
the impress of public opinion, Eng- 
land could hardly hope, if London 
and Portsmouth were taken by the vic- 
torious arms of the French or Rus- 
sians, to find the means of reinstating 
its affairs, and regaining the empire of 
the waves, in the loyalty of the Irish 
Catholics, the fidelity of the Canadian 
Jiabitcma, the attachment of the West 
Indian planters, or the steadiness of the 
East Indian rajahs. It is in vain to 



shut our eyes to these oonsiderationa : 
they are founded on facts of such long 
continuance, and so momentous in 
their consequences, as to point* evi- 
dently to some general law of nature, 
which will ere long force itself upon 
the observation of mankind. K they 
are at variance with our preconceived 
ideas, the candid inquirer after truth 
will rather suspect that these ideas are' 
in part erroneous, than that results so 
opposite to the inferences from them 
should so long have taken place on so 
great a scale. And the conclusion 
which posterity will probably de- 
duce tcom them is, that the inherent 
ooiTuption of human nature is felt 
even more severely in popular than in 
aristocratic oommunities ; that the gov- 
ernment of the many by the many is 
often more selfish than th&t of the 
many by the few ; that the tenacity 
to interest when one people rules an- 
other, is generally greater than when 
one sovereign governs both ; and that 
the effect of free institutions is rather 
to communicate a mighty impulse to 
human ezei'tion, than to eradicate the 
seeds of evil in the multitude who con- 
stitute the ruling power. 

7. Austria contains a suiface of 
33,802 square marine leagues, or above 
300,000 squai'e miles, being twice and 
a hiilf the superficies of the British 
islands, which embrace 122,000. It is 
thinly peopled as a whole, as appears 
from the census of 1884, by 85,047,538 
inhabitants ; and at the period of the 
French invasion in 1805, it could only 
boast of 27,500,000. Its I'evenue now 
amounts to 150,000,000 florins, or 
315,000,000 francs, (£12,600,000), a 
sum, however, at least equivalent, if 
the difference in the value of money 
and in habit of living is considered, to 
eighteen million sterling of British 
money. Before the commencement 
of the Revolutionary war, the revenues 
of Austria, which in 1770 amounted 
to 90,000,000 florins, (£7,500,000), had 
risen, by the acquisitions made in Po- 
land and elsewhere, to 106,000,000, 
or £8,830,000. During the war ita 
revenue was increased by the imposi- 
tion of several new taxes ; and it sus- 
tained no diminution by the peace of 
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Campo Formio, the Venetian States 
proving more than a compensation for 
the loss of the Low Countries.* 

8: At the peace of Lun^ville, the in- 
come of government amoimted to 
115,000,000 florins, or £9,600,000 ster- 
ling — a sum equal, at that time, to 
at least fifteen millions sterling in Eng- 
land; and with this revenue, which 
was the clear receipt of the treasury, 
independent of the expense of collec- 
tion and sevei'al provincial charges, 
they were able to maintain an army of 
300,000 men, including 60,000 mag- 
nificent cavalry. Like most of the 
other European stafces, Austria had 
been compelled, during the difficulties 
of foimer years, to have recourse to a 
paper currency ; and the bank of Vi- 
enna, established by Maria Theresa in 
1762, fwas the organ by which this was 
effected. It was not, however, a paper 
circulation convertible at pleasure into 
gold, but a system of assignats, possess- 
ing a forced legal currency ; and gov- 
ernment, in 1797, passed a regulation 
prohibiting any person from demand- 
ing exchange in coin for more than 
twenty-five florins, or two pounds ster- 
ling. During the courae of the war, 
silver and gold almost entirely disap- 
peared from circulation, and paper bil- 
lets for two or three shillings assumed 
their place. A considerable portion of 
the smaller currency was in brass, 



which Was issued at double its intrin- 
sic value ; and besides this, there were 
obligations of various sorts of the gov- 
ernment to foreign provinces, bankers, 
and states. The debt in all was 
200,000,000 florins (£16,600,000) in 
1789 ; but at the conclusion of the war, 
in 1801, it amounted to triple that 
suuL The treasury had been reduced 
to the necessity of paying the interest 
in paper currency, and even compelling 
forced loans from its own subjects. 

9. The diversity of surface and na- 
tuitil features in this, as in all other 
countries through which the great 
stony girdle of the globe passes, proves 
an inexhaustible source at once of 
natural beauty, agricultural riches, and 
variety of productions. The Alps of 
the Tyrol and Styria, gradually branch- 
ing off to those of Oarinthia and Bal- 
matia on the one hand, and to the Car- 
pathian range on the other, traverse 
nearly its whole extent^ separated only 
by the valley of the Danube, which cuts, 
as it were, through this vast natural 
barrier, and rolls its volume of waters, 
swelled on either hand by the nume- 
rous torrents which descend from the 
mountain sides, to the Hungarian 
plains. This noble river is thirteen 
hundred miles in length, and receives 
the waters of sixty navigable streams. 
The clefts and hollows of this immense 
mountain range exhibit on either side 



* The population and superficial area of the several provizxoes of the Austrian empire stood 
thus, aocoxxiing to the census of 1834 : — 



Hungary, 

Gallida, . 

Bohemia, 

Lombardy, 

Moravia and Bilcsia, 

Venetian provinces, 

Transylvania, 

Austria Lower, . 

Austria Upper, . 

Styria, 

Tyrol, 

Oarinthia, Camiola, 

Dalmatia, and Littoral, 

Military Frontier, 



} 
} 



Superficial Area, 
•q. geog. leagues. 

11.620 
4,804 
2,649 
1,017 
1,830 
2,182 
3,086 

1,970 

1,114 
1,435 

1,445 

1,695 

83,802 



Population. 

11,404,830 

4,895,339 

4,001,852 

2,495.929 

2,110,141 

2,079.588 

1,968,436 

1,348.652 

846.982 

923,882 

827,635 

1,563,527 

1,101,281 

85,047.578 



} 



Popolailoii per 
■quare league. 

878 
1.087 
1,532 
2,478 
1,582 

979 

681 

1.150 

798 
563 

960 

552 



Of this population the military, on fbll or half pay, amount to 518,950— leaving a civil 
population of 34.628,583; the annual increase is 311.612, or somewhat more than in the 
British Islands.— See CSmnuqA 1834 /or JuHria; Malts Bbuh, v. 726, 737; and vii. 288,283; 
and vi. 592, 752; and Tcrnbull's Austria, ii. 7. 
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scenes of exquisite beauty, combining 
often the grandeur of Swiss or Tyrolese 
scenery, with the dose-cut pastures, 
rich yineyards, and golden harvests of 
Upper, and Lower Austria. Immense 
woods of pine on all the elevated 
mountains at once adorn the landscape, 
and furnish inexhaustible supplies of 
fuel for the inhabitants ; vast and fer- 
tile meadows on the banks of the Da- 
nube nourish innumerable herds of 
cattle, and maintain admirable horses 
for the great establishments by which 
the Imperial cavalry are mounted. The 
Sunny slopes are covered by vines of 
uncommon luxuriance, and their fruit 
of the richest flavour ; while the spa- 
cious plains which stretch from the 
neighbourhood of the river to the foot 
of the mountains on either hand, bring 
to maturity noble crops of grain, lye, 
and potatoes, which maintain in rustic 
plenty the numerous and happy in- 
habitants.* 

10. These are the imposing and cap- 
tivating features of Upper and Lower 
Austria, forming the strength and heart 
lof the empire, and comprising by far 
the richest, best cultivated, and most 
prosperous part of the imperial domi- 
nions in Germany. But besides the 
▼alley of the Danube, and its range of 
adjacent mountains, the Austrian sway 
stretches into Hungary, Poland, Bo* 
hemia, and Italy, and, surmounting the 
crest of the mountains, has extended 
far on either side of their reverse slopes 
the domination of the Ostrogoths. Bo- 

* Upper and Lower Austria oontain— 



Arable land, . 

Oardens, . 

Vinevards, 

Meadows, 

Mountain pasturee^ 

Forests, 

Waste lands, 



4BPSMT8. 

2,120,000 

81,000 

79,000 

768.000 

1,064,000 

1,880,000 

888,600 



• 


6,760,000 


POPULATIOH BT BACKS. 


Germans, 
Sdavoniana, . 
Greeks, . 

Armenians, 
Jews^ 


. 2,109,180 

7,060 

866 

210 

1,676 



2,118,881 

The Austrian arpent or Joch is about two 
English acres.-— Maltb Bbun, v. 731, 782. 



hemiaf is a vast natural basin encircled 
by mountains, which at a remote pe- 
riod appears to have enclosed a great 
lake, before the Elbe burst through 
the barriers of the Erzgebirge, and 
opened through the precipices of the 
Saxon Switzerland a passage for the 
cooped-up waters to the German ocean. 
Its plains, peopled now by four millions 
of inhabitants, are entirely agiicultural; 
but though the produce is great, the 
system of cultivation is rude, and hu- 
man skill has done little to aid the 
beneficence of nature. The plains of 
Galicia, containing four million three 
hundred and ninety-five thousand in- 
habitants, to the north of the Car- 
pathian mountains, exhibit the rude 
agriculture, boundless forests, and gen- 
eral misery, which in every age have 
formed the characteristic of the Polish 
provinces. Silesia and Moravia, three- 
fourths of the inhabitants of which are 
of Sclavonic origin,:!^ exhibit the same 

t 



Bohemia contains— 






ARPBKTS. 


Arable land, . 


. 8,828,600 


Gardens, . 


86,000 


Yinevards, 
Meadows^ 


44,000 
799,000 


Pastures^ 


610,000 


Forests, . 


. 2,810,000 


Fish-ponds, 


182,700 




7,810.200 


POPULATION I 


IT BACKS. 


Sclavonians, . 


. 2,477,000 


Germans, . 


. 1,868,000 


Jews^ 


60,000 



— Malte Bbun, v. 728. 



8.896,000 



t Silesia and Moravia contain^ 

ABPBNT8. 

Arable land. . 2.200,400 



Oardens. 

Yinevards, 

Meadows. 

Pastures; 

Forests, . 

Fish-ponds. 

Waste lands. 



68,000 

61,000 

826,000 

429,000 

1.120,000 

41,800 

696,800 



4.821,600 
POPULATIOlf BT BAOES. 

Bclavonians. . . 1,666,600 

Germans, .... 477,000 

Jews, .... 84,000 

Gipsiefl^ .... 1.084 



2,078.684 



—Malts Bbun. v. 729. 
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features of the Sclavonic race, modified 
in some degree, in many places, espe- 
cially Silesia, by the industry and per- 
severance of the Germans. Hungary, 
containing upwards of ten millions of 
inhabitants, presents an immense level 
surface interspersed with vast mor- 
asses, but abounding with natural agri- 
cultural riches, and capable of nourish- 
ing, in ease and affluence, at least four 
times its present population.* Tran-- 
sylvania, lUyria, and Dalmatia, sepa- 
rated from Austria and Hungary by 
great ranges of wooded mountains, be- 
long to a different region of the globe; 
they have borrowed the character of 
the Turkish provinces which they ad- 
join ; while the Tyi-ol, Styria, and Car- 
niola, bedded in the valley of the Alps, 
recall to the enchanted traveller the 
sublimest features of Swiss scenery; 
and the plain of Lombardy transports 
him to the delicious sun, watered mea- 
dows, and golden harvests of Italy. 

11. An empire of such extent, em- 
bracing so great a variety of climates 
and geographical features, could hardly 
be expected to possess any imiform and 
well-defined national character, like the 
comparatively compact and homoge- 
neous empires of France and England. 
But this diversity is rendered still more 
striking by the extraordinary difference 
in the character and disposition of the 
races who, at successive periods, have 
settled in these various provinces. The 
Ostrogoths, who have given their name, 
like the Anglo-Saxons in Britain, to the 
whole empire, settled in Upper and 
Lower Austria, and spread themselves 
on either bank pf the Danube to the 
crestof the mountains, and in their blue- 



Hungary containa — 

Arable land, . 

Gku'dens, . 

VineyardB, 

Meadows and pastures, 

Forests and marshes, 

Fish-ponds, 



ARPSNTS. 

4,897.218 

688,767 

011,176 

7.716,226 

8,942,740 

860,000 



23,966,126 
POPULATION BT BACES IN 1829. 

Magyars, .... 3,800,000 
Sclavonians, . ... 4^760,800 
Germans, Jews, &c . 2,023,701 ' 



—Malts Bbun, tL 761: 



10,684,001 



eyed, fair-haired, slow but honest and 
persevering inhabitants, are to be seen 
at this day the genuine characteristics 
of the Gothic race. The Bohemians, 
Moravians, and Gk^icians are of a to- 
tally different character. In their 
swfijrthy visages, dark hair, fiery tem- 
perament, aAd comparatively volatile 
disposition, are to be traced the inde- 
lible features of the Sclavonic family 
of mankind. Daring in war, ardent 
in disposition, impatient of control, 
attached to freedom, but averse to 
labour, and with little industry, the 
Hungarians have in every age betrayed 
the fierce disposition and warlike pas- 
sions which made the Huns in former 
days the scourge of Europe. They have 
ever been the bulwark of the empire, 
and have been found combating with 
equal heroism, in different ages, their an- 
cient enemies the Turks, seeking to sub- 
vert their religion, and their modem 
foes the French, striving to overturn the 
independence of their country. In the 
fiery spirit, admirable horsemanship, 
roving disposition, and predatory incli- 
nation of the Croatians, Illyrians, and 
Transylvanians, it is easy to recognise 
the influence of Asiatic blood, and the 
prevalence of those habits which the 
children of Ishmaelhave communicated, 
in an apparently indelible manner, to 
ail their descendants. The handsome 
countenances, dark hair, and piercing 
eyes of the Lombards, bespeak their 
Italian descent^ and the predominance 
of ancient blood; but in their un- 
warlike habits, pacific enjoyments, and 
ready submission to conquest, we seek 
in vain for the traces of the fierce set- 
tlers in Cisalpine Gaul, or the indomi- 
table spirit of Roman virtue. 

12. Drawn from so vast and varied 
a population, the Austrian army pos- 
sesses within itself, if properly dire<^ed, 
the elements of almost every species of 
military virtue. In the steady valour 
and unconquerable eneigy of the Hun- 
garians, the monarchy 'has in every age 
found the precious reserve to be brought 
forth, like the Old Guard of Napoleon, 
at the decisive crisis, and which has 
offcen, in circimistances apparently des- 
perate, recalled victory to its standards. 
I The Croatians, Pandoura, and other 
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warriors^ from the military colonieB on 
the Turkish frontier, furmah an inex- 
haustible supply of admirable light 
horse, scarcely inferior to the Cossacks 
in activity and enterprise. The Tyro- 
lese are unrivalled for their skill as 
marksmen, and their constant habit of 
shooting at targets, and in the moun- 
tains, qualifies them in a peculiar man- 
ner for the duty of tirailleurs. The 
native Austrian foot is respectable, and 
when well led, will fight bravely, though 
they have not the fire or heroism of the 
Hungarian grenadiers. But their heavy 
cavalry, magnificently mounted, and 
having its officers drawn almost entirely 
from the nobility, contains some of the 
most brilliant corps in Europe. Bohe- 
mia, Moravia, and Gkdicia furnish their 
proportion of hardy and zealous foot- 
soldiers for the ordinary regiments of 
the line. Thus the national character 
of the various provinces of the empire 
is adapted, in a remarkable manner, 
for the different services of the army ; 
and, beyond all question, Austria has 
the means of raising within its own do- 
minions an array of combatants second 
to none in Europe in martial vigour and 
efficiency. Yet the imperial armies, 
down to the year 1813, were almost 
uniformly unfortunate ; and although, 
on many occasions, they displayed de- 
voted gallantry in the field, and on all 
evinced extraordinary patriotic spirit in 
preparation, yet this appeared rather 
in the perseverance with which re- 
verses were surmounted, than in the 
ardour with which success was sought 
or followed up. No nation ever sus- 
tained so many and such dreadful de- 
feats; none has in the end emelged 
BO often victorious from their shock. 
In the perseverance of the aristocratic 
body which directs the national coun- 
cils, joined to the steady patriotic spirit 
of the people, is to be found the ex- 
planation of this remarkable circum- 
stance. 

13. The Austrian army consists of 
sixty-threeregimentsof theline : twenty 
battalions of grenadiers, the corps of 
jagera of thirteen battalions, and the 
marine battalion on the Danube, num- 
bering in all two hundred and ninety 
thousand combatants. The cavalry 



consists of eight regiments of cuiras- 
siers, six of dragoons, seven of light 
horse, twelve of hussars, and four of 
hulans; in all, thirty-eight thousand 
men. The artillery, divided into five 
regiments of field-artillery, one corps 
of bombardiers, and the garrison artil- 
lery, embraces twenty thousand more. 
In addition to this, the engineers, sap- 
persy miners, &c. and waggon-train, 
amount to thirty-two thousand five 
hundred: — ^in all, three hundred and 
eighty thousand combatants, nearly the 
whole of whom are in an excellent state 
of discipline and equipment But this 
is by no meami the . whole military 
strength of the nation. The landwehr, 
established in all the provinces except 
Hungary, and the " Hungarian Insur- 
rection of Nobles," which corresponds 
to it in that extensive kingdom, con- 
stitute an armed force of equal amount, 
which, when called out, gives the state 
a mass in all of seven hundred and 
forty thousand combatants. In the year 
1814, when the patriotic spirit of the 
nation was drawn forth to the highest 
pitch, and its resources strained to the 
uttermost^ nine hundred and seventy 
thousand men received pay in the armed 
force, regular and landwehr, of the na- 
tion — ^an astonishing number for an 
empire not at that period containing 
six-and-twenty millions of inhabitants, 
though not so great^ in proportion, as 
in the same year was raised by the 
British islands, with a population only 
of eighteen miUiona* 

14. The military force which Hun- 
gary is required to furnish to the gene- 
ral support of the empire, is sixty-four 
thousand men, including seventeen 
thousand horse — ^a force very inconsi- 
derable for a kingdom containing eleven 
millions of inhabitants^ and which de- 
monstrates that, in this respect at least, 
it has been very lenientiy dealt with. 
But on the frontiers of the whole mo- 
narchy towards Turkey, the military 
colonies are placed, the organisation of 
which is oitirely warlike, for the pur- 

* Great Britain, in that year, had 1,058,000 
men iu arms; of whom 813,000 were drawn 
from the population of the British isles, 
not numbering then above 18,000,000 in- 
habitants. 
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pose of defence against the perpetual 
hoBtility of the Oemanlis, and which 
give riae to one of the moat singular 
and interesting speotaclea in Europe. 
The whole surface of this strip of land 
is divided into seventeen districts, each 
of which is termed a regiment, and in 
which the whole land is held by mili- 
tary tenure. The inhabitants of each 
holding are generally related by blood 
or marriage, and form what is called a 
" House communion/' which is subject 
to the rural and domestic control of 
one chief, usually the oldest of the 
family. Every male is trained to mili- 
tary service, and liable, from the age 
of eighteen to sixty, to be at any time 
called out for the public defence. When 
doing duty within the confines of their 
own regiment or district, they receive 
no pay, and feed themselves ; the mo- 
ment they pass that limit, their whole 
expenses fall on the crown. About fifty 
thousand of these hardy borderers are 
constancy embodied and in arms ; but 
the total number liable to serve, and 
who may be called out on an emergency, 
exceeds two hundred thousand. Night 
and day, five thousand of them are con- 
stantly patrolling on guard along the 
Turkish frontier; and so closely do 
these videttes approach each other, and 
so perfect is the system of signals estab- 
liBhed by firing guns during the day, 
or lighting beacons at nighty that upon 
the smallMt incursion on any point of 
this immense frontier, above a thousand 
miles in length, the whole fifty thou- 
sand can be almost instantly assembled 
at their respective points of rendezvous, 
and in twenty-four hours two hundred 
thousand warriors are in arms ) These 
military colonies embrace, at this time, 
above a million of souls, and their num- 
bers are increasing so rapidly as to 
double in forty years ; while in Upper 
Austria, the duplication is once in a 
himdred and four years; and, on an 
average of the whole empire, once in 
fifty-one. The inhabitants on the mili- 
tary frontier, like the Qauchos of the 
Pampas in Soul^ America, are for the 
most part indolent and unruly in peace, 
negligent in their persons, and addict- 
1 to intemperance ; but in war they 
' active and enterprising, and being 



accustomed to a rigid discipline, they 
make excellent soldiers when removed 
from home. 

15: The mode of obtaining men for 
the army varies in different parts of the 
empire. In the Italian provinces all 
persons, noble or common, at the age 
of eighteen, are registered for military 
service, with a very few professional 
exemptions ; and the quotum is select- 
ed from that list by the ballot. Substi- 
tutes, however, are allowed : the period 
of service is only for eight years; and 
there is no landwehr or army of reserve. 
In the Tyrol the same system prevails. 
In the German provinces, all males, not 
noble or clerical, from eighteen to 
forty-five, are liable to be caJled on to 
serve either in the line or landwehr. 
Those in the first class, which embraces 
the young men from eighteen to twenty- 
eight, are liable to be balloted for the 
first service ; those in the second, from 
twenty-eight to forty-five for the land- 
wehr. It is very rarely, however, that 
the ballot is resorted to for suppljring 
vacancies in the line : in general, they 
are obtained with ease by voluntary 
enlistment, or selection of candidates 
by the local authorities or feudal lords 
— care being taken, as much as possible, 
to choose single men and younger sons, 
to whom it is usually an object of am- 
bition to get into tiie service.* The 
period of service is fourteen years, after 
which the soldier is inscribed on the 
list of the landwehr, which is never 
called out except on uigent occasions ; 
and if balloted for there, he is entitled 
to his discharge at the age of forty 
years. The articles of war and mili- 

* So patriotic is the spirit of the people, 
that when danger threatens the monarcny, 
no difficulty is ever experienced, even on the 
shortest notice, in obtaining, by voluntary 
enrolment, the requisite number of recruits 
for the public aervioe. In the year 1805, on 
the eve of the battle of Austerlicz, orders 
were sent to Prague for the immediate levy 
of fifty thousand men in Bohemia. Before 
the evening of the day on which the order 
was received, summonses for the requisite 
numbers were despatched to each district 
and lordship ; the levy was forthwith made ; 
and, in seventeen days from the receipt of 
the orders; the whole fifty thousand were 
ready armed, clothed, and equipped, at the 
depots in Eiohemia and Moravia.— Turn- 
bull's AutiriOt ii. 801, 802. 
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tary code hare remained the iame ainoe 
the days of Maria Thereea, when they 
were framed in the most enlightened 
spirit ; bat practical abuses frequently 
creep in from the ariatocratio influence 
pervading the service, which, as is gene- 
rally the case in such governments, all 
the efforts of those at the head of affairs 
are unable to eradicate. Every regi- 
ment has its " inhaber^' or colonel pro- 
prietor, distinct from the colonel com- 
mandant, with whom the granting of 
all commissions of the first rank rests ; 
but all subsequent promotions are made 
by the crown. Nobility is not a re- 
quisite to obtaining commissions, any 
more than in the English army; but 
aa the spirit of the nation is essentially 
aristocratic, the officers are generally 
taken from that class ; and the sons of 
the burghers and middle rank seek, in 
preference, situations in the innumer- 
able civil offices under government, 
where they find themselves more com- 
fortable, in contact only with persons 
in their own station of life, and often 
rise by good conduct to the highest 
eminence. 

16. The great breeding establish- 
ments kept up by the Emperor for 
providing horses for the cavalry. ai'e 
peculiar to Austria, and highly cha- 
racteristic of the provident system of 
its administration. One of the most 
remarkable is that of Mezohegyes in 
Transylvania. An immense plain, 
fifteen leagues in circumference, con- 
taining eighty thousand acres of the 
finest grass, is there surrounded by a 
broad belt of wood, fenced in on the 
outside by a deep ditch. Two thou- 
sand acres in the interior are covered 
vrith thriving plantations for shelter 
and warmth to the horses, and the 
whole remainder of the surface is de- 
voted to the nourishment of the studs 
or their attendants. Three hundred 
and sixty ploughs are employed in the 
interior in raising grain and cultivat- 
ing the land for Uie use of the horses. 
Formerly twenty thousand horses were 
assembled in this great establishment, 
which was one of the principal depots 
for mounting the cavalry; but con- 
tagious diseases were found to be pre- 
vsJent in such an assemblage of ani- 



mals, and it is now kept up only to 
furnish stallions and mares of the 
finest breeds for the use of the govern- 
ment and the countiy. One hundred 
and fifty of these noble animals are 
annually sent forth by this establish* 
ment^ and serve to keep up the govern- 
ment stallions at the number of two 
thousand, which is deemed necessary 
to the public service. The arrange- 
ment is all military, and the attention 
paid to every department is so extreme, 
that the whole expense of the estab- 
lishment is defrayed by the price ob- 
tained for the young horses, which are 
sold by auction after those for govern- 
ment and the public service have been 
selected. The military exchequer pays 
a hundred and twenty florins (j£10) for 
the dragoon horses, and a hundred and 
forty florins for those of the cuirassiers ; 
and much of the vigour and efficiency 
of the Imperial cavalry is to be ascrib- 
ed to these noble establishments, in 
which the greatest care has been taken 
to combine the celerity and hardihood 
of Arab blood with the strength and 
bone of the Norman breed. 

17. Taxation in Austria is far from 
being oppressive ; although the revenue 
of the state, if the value of money is 
taken into account, is very consider- 
able. The total revenue at this time 
is 129,746,000 florins, equivalent to 
322,000,000 francs, or £12,900,000 ster- 
ling. The expenditure, exclusive of 
the war department, is 87,000,000 
florins, or £8,700,000 ; but the army 
is understood to cost 60,000,000 florins 
— making the total expenditure nearly 
20,000,000 florins (£2,000,000) above 
the income. The exchequer has al- 
ways been a matter of great difficulty 
wiib. the Austrian government, as it is 
with all powers maintaining a costly 
military establishment, without the 
aid of any extensive commerce to en- 
large its credit or increase its receipts. 
In 1808 the revenues were only 
£9,000,000 ; and they were in such a 
state of confusion at the close of the 
war, that, but for the subsidies of 
England, which, from the difference in 
the value of money in the two coun- 
tries, told with twofold efficacy, its ar- 
mies never could have been brought 
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into the field to combat for European 
independence.* 

18. Foreign commerce has been little 
cultivated in Austria till of late years, 
owing to its inland situation, and the 
restrictions,' long almost amounting to 
a prohibition, which the jealousy of 
Russia and Turkey imposed on the 
navigation of the Danube. Yetis there 
no country which, from its vast in- 
ternal resources, and the possession of 
so noble a natural estuaiy forexporta- 

* In 1834 the income and expenditure of 
the empire were as follows : — 

FlOTins* '£ 
Interest of public 

debt. . . 40,000,000 or 4.000,000 
Finance department^ 14,619,220 .. 1,462,000 
Chancery and diplo- 
macy, . . 1,801,168 .. 180.168 
Police, . . 1,648,504 .. 164,850 
Civil cost of the army, 2,586,806 .. 258,000 
Public audit, . 2,703,723 .. 270,872 
Justice, . . 7,708,734 .. 470,874 
The courts, . 1,461,139 .. 146,118 
Public works in 

Germany, 8,774,066 .. 877,406 

— Lombordy, 2,987,936 .. 298.798 

— Venice, 2,580,169 .. 258,000 
Lesser charges, 351,626 .. 85,000 
War, . . 60,000,000 .. 6,000,000 

144^217,590 H421,076 

The receipts of the Imperial treasury, in 
183^ were as foUows : — 

FloriM. & 

Land tax, . , 88.987,954 or 8,898,700 
House tax, . . 8,859.178 .. 385,900 
Income tax on trades, 2,498,234 . . 249,800 
Personal tax, . 1,807,451 .. 130,700 
Legacy tax, 879,160 .. 87,900 



Total direct, 


47.531,977 


4,763,000 


Indirect : — 


Florlni. 


£ 


Excisei. 


17.841,347 .. 


1,784.000 


Stamps, 


3.232,048 .. 


323,000 


Customs, 


12,037,692 .. 


1,203,000 


Law tax. 


1,882,700 .. 


188,000 


Lottery, 


3.363,682 .. 


S36;000 


Post Office. 


1.417.362 .. 


141,000 


Post-horses, 


376,962 .. 


37,000 


Monopolies, viz :- 


_ 




Salt, . . 


19.404.807 .. 


1,940,000 


Tobacco, 


8^784.876 .. 


878,000 


Gunpowder, 


9.329 .. 


900 


Domains, . '. 


3.460.666 .. 


346,000 


Mines, 


1,962,419 .. 


196,000 


Hungarian Re- 






venue, 


6.330,000 .. 


633,000 



126,223,69a 12,623,000 

— TuBiTBXTLL's AwArio, iL 825, 327, 328. 
TcHoaBoitSKi's Finaneei de VAvtridat, ii. 
374^ 410. 



tion, is calculated to furnish materials 
for a greater foreign traffic, or with 
which a more extensive and lucrative 
trade is destined one day to be carried 
on between the owners of the rude 
produce of the soil and the manufac- 
turing industry of other states. The 
silks, oils, and dairy produce of Lom- 
bar(^ and Venice ; the fleeces of Him- 
gaiy and Bohemia ; the mineral riches 
of Austria and Hungary; the inex- 
haustible agricultural wealth of the 
whole empire, must ere long find a 
vent in an immense foreign commerce. 
The exports in 1834/ according to the 
official value, were 111,092,941 florins, 
or ;€11,109,000, and the imports 
107,781,409 florins, or £10,778,000; 
but these numbers are taken from the 
official entries, which are much below 
the real value.t If the wise and judi- 
cious measures now in the course of 
adoption by the. Austrian government, 
to facilitate their foreign exports by 
the great arteries of the Po and the 
Danube, and the noble harbour of 
Trieste, are fully carried into execu- 
tion, there can be no doubt that their 
commerce is destined at no distant 
period to exhibit an amount double or 
triple what is now presented. And 
nothing can be more certain than that 
Austria is a country with which, per- 
haps beyond any other, it is for the 
interest of Great Britain to cultivate 
conmiercial relations, and with which 
treaties on the footing of real recipro- 
city might be concluded ; for her pro- 
ductions are those which Britain wants, 
and can never onulate, and the manu- 

t The proportions of the several parts of 
the empire were, in 1834 — 

Imports. 

TlorlBB. £ 

61,981,890 or 6,198,139 
34,288,855 .. 3,428,885 

11,611,164 .. 1,151,164 



German Provinoei^ 
Italian Provinces, 
Hungary and Tran- 
sylvania, . 



107,781.409 

EXPOBTS. 

German Provinces, 68,533,685 
Italian Provinces, 84^960.722 
Hungary and 3^an- 
^ylvania, . . 7,598,534 

111,092,941 
—TuKKBVLL's AMMiriai ii. 361. 



10,778,188 



. 6,853.868 
. 3,496^072 

. 759.863 

11,109,294 



1805.] 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



fiustnne of Britain are what Anstiia 
wuktOy and can never riral. 

19. One remarkable feature which 
strikes the most superficial trar^er 
in every part of Austria Proper, the 
Tyrol, and Styria, is the extraordi- 
nary and genenJ wellbeing of the pea- 
santry. Without many of the luxuries 
which habit and a long command of 
the commerce of the world have ren- 
dered necessaries to the English la- 
bourer; clothed in oomparatiy^y coarse 
garments, often without either tea or 
coffee, the Austrian peasant enjoys a 
much greater and more permanent 
share of the necessfuries and comforts 
of life than the great bulk of the work- 
ing-classes, at least in the manu£Eu;tur- 
ing districts,' of Gkeat Britain. Con- 
tentment and happiness reign in aU 
their dwellings. Their furniture and 
clothing, their carts and horses, their 
stables and offices, their well-fed flocks 
and teams, their trim hedges and 
ditches, indicate the influence of long- 
established wellbeing. In the beauti- 
fal valleys of Upper Austria, the eye of 
the traveller is gladdened, as in Swit- 
zerland and England, by that sure 
mark of general prosperity — ^the ex- 
tension of separate dwellings and well- 
defined properties over the whole sur- 
face of the country. Small green en- 
closures, neat fences, hedgerows of 
lofty timber, clean and cheerful white 
cottages, with their little gardens and 
trellises of roses, are to be seen on all 
sides peeping out of the dark band of 
the circumjacent forests Though uni- 
versally educated, they have no pre- 
tensions to an intellectual character, 
and are (ax inferior to the peasants of 
Saxony or Scotland in general infor- 
mation ; buty on the other hand, they 
have escaped the vices which elsewhere 
have followed the unrestrained tasting 
of the tree of knowledge. 

20. Pasedonately fond of e^joyment^ 
e^sy in their circumstanoes, joyous and 
good-humoured, not disquieted about 
the future, having no desires beyond 
their condition, they lead in general 
a prospei*ous and happy life, which 
many nations might envy, who, by 
straining after ideal and unattainable 
objects, loee^ like the dog in the laUe^ 



75 



the real bleaings whidi Heaven has 
pUused within tiieir readL Their plea- 
sures, of which' they are so fond, are 
chiefly of the physical kind. They do 
not feel the ardent desire for elevation 
which in free communities elevates a 
few bo greatness^ and consigns many 
to disappointment ; and they must be 
changed indeed before a Bums, a 
Watty or a Telford arises among them. 
Tet are those physical enjoyments in 
a great degree divested of tiie revolt- 
ing excesses so common in northern 
latitudes. They drink amply of their 
own beer or provincial wine ;* but in- 
toxication is rare, quarrelling almost 
unknown amongst them : rural gunes, 
dancing, and soml festivity constitute 
their great delight; and the kindli- 
ness of their disposition renders these 
rustic assemblages a scene of equal 
enjoyment to the spectator as to the 
persons engaged in them. The vast 
number of cattle in the monarchy — 
fully double, in proportion to the po- 
pulation, of Uiose which exist in France 
— demonstrates in a decisive manner 
the general wellbeing of the rural po- 
pulation; for a wretched people can 
never keep animals of comforts Nor 
are more spiritual and ennobling feel- 
ings wanting among them : hardly any 
people in Europe are more generally 
and passionately fond of music; the 
graves of the dead are the object 
of universal and touching attachment ; 
and in no part of the world is patriotic 
spirit more strongly felt, or have more 
strenuous and persevering efforts been 
made in the hour of danger in behalf 
of their ooimtry.:!: 

* The wine raiaed in Upper and Lower Aas- 
triais worth 10,000,000 florins, or £1,000,000 
yearly. About a sixth of the whole surface of 
Lower Austria is devoted to the cultivation of 
the vine. — Bayhond cmd Both, Statistigiu de 
toute la Monarchic AwtrichieniUt i. 234. 

t The homed cattle in the Austrian empire 
are 18,400,000 to a population of 35,000.000^. 
in France they are 0,000, 000 among 82, 000, 000, 
or just one-hall — Humboldt, AnUrique Mi- 
ridionaU, vi. 96, 97; and Lichtsnstsin, 
Statittigue de VAutriche, 160, 161. 

X These observations apply to Upper and 
Lower Austria, Styria» the Tyrol, and Car^ 
niola. In Bohemia, Hungary, and Galicia, 
feudal institutions prevail ; the power of the 
nobles is more considerable, and the oon- 
dition of the people much leas prosperoua 
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21. The secret of this remarkable 
wellbeing of the peasantry of Austria, 
is to be found in the tenure by which 
land is held, joined to the just and 
equitable principles on which govern- 
ment has long been administered. 
Though the holding of landed pro- 
perty is exceedingly various, yet gene- 
rally the Austrian cultivator is not a 
tenant in the English sense of the word 
— that is, a farmer holding at will, or 
in virtue of a lease ; he is a feuar in 
the sense of Scotch law — ^that is, he 
has his land for ever on paying the 
fixed duties to the feudal superior. 
The lord of the manor retains several 
considerable privileges, pai-ticularly 
those of hunting, fishing, and holding 
certain manorial courts, and he receives 
also certain fines on succession or 
transmission; but the real right of 
property remains with the eoConi as 
long as they discharge their feudal 
duties, which are generally commuted 
on favourable terms into payments in 
money. Where lands are held by ten- 
ants proper, who also ^fe very nume- 
rous, the leases are generally for six, 
eight, or twelve years ; and the rules 
of law in relation to these tenants, or 
their subtenants, *are extremely just 
towards the cultivator. Though the 
whole goods brought on the farm are 
liable to the over-lord or principal 
tenant^ the person of the subtenant is 
only liable to his immediate superior, 
and the goods can only be attached by 
execution after judgment obtained, not 
by previous seques^tion or mesne pro- 
cess, as in the British Islands. 

22. Humane and ample provision is 
made for the relief of the destitute; in 
nothing have the benevolence and jus- 
tice of the German character been more 
strikingly evinced than in this parti- 
cular. No part of Europe, perhaps, 
abounds so much in charitable endow- 
ments as the southern and richer pix>- 
vinces of the Austrian empire; and 
since the reduction of the monasteries 
under JosephII,betweenl782andl786, 
rendered unavoidable a system of poor- 
laws, as was the case in Great Britain 
from a similar cause in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, the attention of government 
has been strongly and beneficially di- 



rected to that object. In every rural 
community or parish, and in every dis- 
trict of the towns, an institution for the 
poor, or **ArmenIn8tittit" is established 
under the direction of the cleigyhian 
of the parish, and an officer termed the 
"-4rwc»Fater,"or"FatherofthePoor." 
The funds for the distributions made 
by these functionaries, which are very 
liberal, are derived from duties on ar- 
ticles of import in buighs, and volun- 
tary contributions in kind or money ; 
and the latter source, as in other agri- 
cultural communities, is generally suf- 
ficient without any direct assessment 
on property. Let not philosophy de- 
spise, in these humble details, the " short 
and simple annals of the poor;" in them, 
more than in the spread of popular 
power and passions, is the true secret 
of general prosperity and national at- 
tachment to be found. If we desire a 
proof, contrast the uniform and stead- 
fast loyalty amidst every disaster of the 
Austrian people, with the turbulent 
passions and furious hostility of the 
Irish democracy. 

23. Education, as is now well known, 
is not merely generally, but almost 
universally, diffused in the German 
provinces of Austria. Her govern- 
ment has oiganised a system, in this 
important particular, different from 
that which obtains in any other coun- 
try. Aiming at the gradual and peace- 
ful amelioration of the internal condi- 
tion of the people, the equalisation of 
rights in the eye of the law, and the 
general wellbeing, combined with the 
tranquillity of the inhabitants, the Aus- 
trian statesmen have viewed education 
as a mighty engine to mould the public 
mind, and on the due regulation of 
which the national safety is dependent. 
In conformity with this view, two fun- 
damental principles have been adopted, 
which are at the root of their whole 
system of instruction. The first is, 
that all education, in whatever rank 
or grade, whether pubUc or private, 
from that of the prince in the univer- 
sity to that of the peasant at the parish 
school, is to be placed under the guid- 
ance of the state, and liable to the di- 
rection and control of its fonction- 
aries; the seoondi that all eduoatioa 
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should be blended with, and mainly 
founded on, religion. Under this con- 
dition, however, the most ample lati- 
tude is permitted in regard to the re- 
ligious creed which is taught. It is 
only provided that eveiy chUd shall be 
registered as belonging to iome religious 
persuasion, and that, in his education, 
the principles of that religion are to 
form a material part of his instruction : 
but it is immaterial what that religion 
is ; it may be the faith of the Jew or 
the Protestant, the Greek or the Ro- 
manist The charge of supervision 
is committed to the clergy of the dif- 
ferent persuasions ; but tibey are rigid- 
ly compelled to teach those doctrines 
only which have been put forth by 
their ruling consistories, and sanction- 
ed by the supreme authority of the 
state. Thus the difficulty so sorely 
felt in England, and other free coun- 
tries, as to what creed is to be taught 
at schools, is entirely avoided: and, 
like the Roman Pantheon, the Austrian 
institutions for education admit within 
their ample portals all known modifi- 
cations of religious belief. Education 
is sedulously recommended by govern- 
ment and its subordinate officers, and 
a complete system maintained at the 
public expense, or by extensive funds 
set apart for that purpose, from the 
humble grammar-school, through the 
various lyceums and gymnasiums, to 
the eight universities which form the 
highest branch of the establishment* 
But it is not compulsory as in Prussia ; 
and hence, though the number of scho* 
lai'B in every part of the country is 
great^ and rapidly increasing, yet it 

* These universities are those of Vienna, 
Prague, Pavia, Lemberg, Gratz, Olmutz, Inn- 
spruck, and Pesth. 

t In the whole empire, exclnsive of Hun- 
gaxy, Transylvania, and the military fron- 
tiers, there are — 
Capable of going to school — 
Males, .... 1,307,777 
Females, . . l,221,SM 



Actually at school — 
Males, . . 

Females, 



3,529.171 

874,840 
661,264 



1,586,104 
That is, about two-thirds of the children ca- 
pable of being at school are actually at it— 



does not, as it does in some of the pro- 
vinces of Prussia, embrace all the 
children capable of receiving tuition.t 
On the whole, the system of education 
in Austria is extensive and judioious, 
and founded on liberal principles ; but 
it is easy to be wise and liberal in the 
administration of a despotic state. How 
long would such a system coexist with 
a free press, democratic legislation, and 
popular institutions ? It is there, and 
there only, that the real tendency, for 
good and for evil, of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge is to be perceived. 

24. The religion of Austria is the 
Roman Catholic, and the great majority 
of the people are of that persuasion :t 
but persons of every variety of religious 
creed are alike eligible to all offices, in 
the army, law, or civil service; and 
practically there is no distinction made 
between them, either in government 
appointments or the Imperial alliances. 
The Archdukes Charles and Joseph 
have both married out of the pale of 
the Romish church : the former having 
espoused a Lutheran princess; the 
latter, first a lady of the Qreek church, 
then one of the Lutheran persuasion. 
Nine-tenths of the ample estates be- 
longing, in former days, to the Romish 
church, were confiscated by the Em- 
peror Joseph between 1784 and 1789 ; 
and the monastic orders now embrace 
only nine thousand members instead 
of eighty thousand, who formerly were 
maintained by their possessions. But 
there was this vital distinction between 
the proceedings of this philosophic re- 
former and those of our Henry YIII. — 
he did not bestow the confiscated lands 

TuiuvBULL, il. 148.— In Transylvania the pro- 
portion is still greater : there are 5S;698 chil- 
dren at school, out of 64,227 capable of 
going to it— a proportion greater than in any 
equiu part of the British empire. 

X In the Austrian empire there are, ex- 
clusive of the military class, 
Boman Catholics, 
Qreek Church, United, 
Greek, not United, 
Lutherans, 



Calvinists, 

Unitarians, 

Jews, 



24,481,440 
8,875,840 
2,722,088 
1.189,817 
2,160,721 
45,899 
618.288 



84.528,688 
—Oennu o/1884 ; and Tubnbull, ii. U ; and 
Valtb Bbxtv. v. 727, 738. 
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on rapadouB courtiers or reforming 
barons, but, with a few trifling excep- 
tionsy they were all accumulated into a 
religious fund {reUgiorueasse) in the 
different proyinces, from which pro- 
vision was thereafter to be made for 
the spiritual wants and education of 
the people. So ample were the re- 
sources tibus acquired, that no difficulty 
has since been experienced in provid- 
ing funds for the religious and secular 
instruction of the rapidly increasing 
population. The same emperor intro- 
duced the equally important change of 
causing, in defiance of all the remon- 
strances of the Pope, the prayers and 
litanies in the (lurches to be perform- 
ed in the (German tongue, though mass 
is still celebrated in Latin. Alarmed 
at so portentous an innovation, the 
holy father hastened in person to 
Vienna, to protest against it He was 
received witii every possible demonstra- 
tion of respect ; but the new system 
continued, and all classes now enjoy 
the inexpressible comfort of joining 
in the tribute of prayer and praise in 
a language which they can understand. 
Gentleness and toleration pervade every 
department of the Austrian church. 
Though the spiritual authority of the 
Supreme Pontiff is respectfully ad- 
mitted, the least attempt at interfer- 
ence with temporal power is: steadily 
resisted ; the patronage of livings, as 
in England, is vested in the crown, the 
bishops, clerical and lay incorporations, 
and private individuals ; and in no part 
of Europe is the authority of the crown 
more perseveringly excited to correct 
clerical abuses, or extend spiritual in- 
struction, by ordinances altogether in- 
dependent of the court of Rome. 

25. The Austrian system of govern- 
ment, which has succeeded in so sur- 
prising a manner in stilling the jeal- 
ousies and lulling to sleep the rivalries 
of so many diffei*ent nations, is founded 
on the same principles as the British 
government in India, and in both 
countries it has been brought about by 
the same necessity. It was the weak- 
ness of the central power, when com- 
pared with the strength of the subject 
provinces, which compelled the govern- 
ments of both, in despair at effecting 



the subjugation of such extensive pos- 
sessions by force, or th«r amalgama- 
tion by settlement, to govern them all 
by an attention to their interests, and 
a respect for their feelings. The ex- 
traordinary spectacle of the Hindoo, 
the Mussulman, the Parsee, and the 
followers of Bhudda, all uniting in 
willing civil and military obedience to 
the sway of the Christian stranger, has 
its exact counterpart in the Imperial 
dominions, where the Austrian Catho- 
lics, the Bohemian Lutherans, the 
Polish Jews, and the Hungarian or 
Transylvuiian Greeks, rival each other 
in devotion and attachment to the 
Imperial government. One cause alone 
can explain in either instance su<di a 
a prodigy, and that is — attention to 
remote interests on the part of the 
central authority. Unhappily, such is 
the selfishnoBS of human nature, that 
such attention is hardly ever to be 
looked for except in the weak, with 
whom it is a matter of necessity. Had 
Hungary been the ruling power and 
the seat of government, the Bohemians, 
the Tyrolese, the Austrians, might 
have been subdued by force, but ^ey 
would never have united in willing and 
cheerful obedience to its sway. The 
rule of the dominant Hungarians in 
Hungary, in Bohemia, and Austria, 
would not have been that of the Eng- 
lish in India, but of the English in 
the West Indies, or, till recent times, 
in Ireland. 

26. Under the influence of this pa- 
ternal system of government, industry 
and cultivation have made very con- 
siderable progress in the Imperial do- 
minions ; but nothing to that of which 
they are susceptible, and which, to all 
appearance, they will one day attain. 
Fully a fourth part of the whole super- 
ficial extent of the state is still waste, 
a large portion of which is susceptible 
of cultivation ; and even that which is 
under the plough, does not^ if Lom- 
bardy be excepted, yield on an average 
a fourth ot what the soil could pro- 
duce. Supposing that two hundred 
million acres of the Austrian territory, 
out of the two hundred and fifty-two 
million of which it consists, are capable 
of profitable cultivation, this would, at 
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the rate of an inhabitaxit to every two 
acres, maintain a hundred miUiona of 
infaabitaatB, or above three times its 
present popalation.* Great as this num- 
ber isy it is less than is to be found in 
some parts of Switzerland, where large 
parts of the territory are sterile and 
rocky, and there are neyertheless one 
inhabitant to every acre and a quarter, 
&U living in a degree of ease and afflu- 
ence almost unparalleled elsewhere in 
the world. 

27. Austria is now not a uniform 
homogeneous empire, subject to one 
law, descended of one race, inspired by 
one national feeling.; it is a confedera- 
tion of monarekiei united by accident 
or consent under one common head, 
but each governed by its own constitu- 
tion, laws, and customs. The sove- 
reign is emperor of Austria, but he is 
king of Hungary and Bohemia ; and it 
is in the latter character, and in it only, 
that he gives his commands to these 
mighty dependencies. No attempt to 
alter the constitution, or force changes 
on the subjects of any of its provinces, 
is ever made, at least in modem times, 
by the government of Vienna. Satis- 
fied if they remain peaceable, and con- 
tribute their fixed quota to the general 
defence of the empire, they willingly 
allow them to enjoy their national in- 
stitutions, and sedulously attend to 
every circumstance, even in form, which 
tends to maintain their national feel- 
ings, or diffuse the illusion of real in- 
dependence. The Emperor can issue 
orders which are obeyed both in Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, but he does so as 
king of these monarchies ; his orders 
are addressed to their respective chan- 
ceries, into which none but natives are 

* Total superficies of the Austrian domin- 
ions'— Joebs. Aorw. 

"jZ'K??r'"}l2«.878.ii« « 258,000,000 

Of which arable, 83,866,680 .. 66,733,360 

Vineyards, 8,854,760 .. 7,709,520 
Meadows, orch-) 

ttrds» and gar- > 18,811,' 

dens, ) 

Pastures, . 11,014,707 .. 22,029,414 

Forests, . 38,385,015 .. 66,770,030 



,708 .. 27,628,416 



^*2Sfi^"**^'^® } W,«2,870.. 190,865,740 
-^pbinoer'b Stat, de VAwtriche ; and ToBon- 
|)OB8Ki, 8ur Ui Fijianeu de VAutriehe, i. 114. 



admitted, and they are always in strict 
conformity with their existing consti- 
tutions and laws. Improvements in 
local legislation or institutions are only 
introduced when recommended by their 
established parliaments or legislature, 
and enforced when sanctioned by their 
authority. The great secret of govern- 
ment consists in ascertaining, from cor* 
rect sources, the wants of the various 
subjects of the empire, and anticipating 
their complaints by being beforehand 
with the requisite reforms. " Every- 
thing for the people, nothing by them," 
which Napoleon described as the real 
secret of good government, has long 
been the ruling principle of the Aus- 
trian administration: their maxim is to 
prevent the growth of political passion 
by carefully conserving political and 
individual mteresta. Whether such a 
system is equally advantageous as the 
popular institutions which make such 
changes emanate from the direct will 
of the people, this is not the place to 
discuss ; but it may safely be affirmed 
that it is the only system of govern- 
ment adapted for a people in the cir- 
cumstances of the great bulk of the 
subjects of Austria, or by which its 
various provinces could be retained in 
willing obedience to the central gov- 
ernment. 

28. Although the popular principle 
enters very littie into tiie general sys- 
tem of the Austrian administration in 
any of its provinces, yet it is a mis- 
take to suppose, as is frequently done 
in Great Britain, that the power of the 
crown is entirely uncontrolled, and that 
the government is a pure despotism. 
In every part of the empire tiiere is 
a provincial State or " Stande," com- 
posed of the principal inhabitants. 
Their composition varies in different 
provinces ; but^ generally speaking, 
they are the notables or chief men of 
the distnct^ not the representatives of 
any lai^ body in the community. 
They consist in all cases of four classes : 
the clergy, the higher nobility, the or- 
dinary landholders, and the burghers. 
The latter are deputies of cities, but 
elected by a limited dass. They have 
no legislative power, but they have im- 
portant powers of administration with^ 
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in their own booncU, and nearly the 
entire direction of the collection of the 
revenue, and levying of men within 
those limits. They make representa- 
tions also, or remonstrances, on all 
matters of local concern ; and in a gov- 
ernment founded on the principle of 
preventing discontent by anticipating 
all the reasonable wants of their sub- 
jects, these representations are often as 
efifectual as actual legislation, emanat- 
ing from themselves, would have been. 
In Hungary, a more thorough repre- 
sentative system prevails, if that sys- 
tem can be called representative which, 
framed mainly for the interests of the 
aristocratic body, is entirely rested on 
their suffirage. In Lombardy, the pro- 
vincial estates are elected in a still more 
popular manner — ^the deputies being 
proper representatives of the whole in- 
habitants who pay taxes to a certain 
amount, and the sufi&age being con- 
ducted through a double, and some- 
times a triple eltetion. But in all the 
provinces, the duties and powers of 
these assemblies are the same, and very 
nearly resemble those which, in ancient 
times, belonged to the English parlia- 
ment—viz. the raising and collecting 
the revenue and levies of men, and re- 
presenting their wants to the govern- 
ment The power of taxation and le- 
gislation belongs to the crown, to be 
exercised, however, by and through 
iheae local assemblies. 

29. The public debt of Austria is 
veiy considerable, and will hereafter 
weigh heavily, like that of England, on 
the energy and resources of the em- 
pire. Qreat pains have been taken by 
the Imperial authorities to conceal the 
magnitude of this burden, and mystify 
the details published regarding it; but 
enough exists to show that it is a very 
serious burden. Pai*t of it is of old 
standing, but by far the greater pro- 
portion was contracted during the dis- 
astrous wars of the French Revolu- 
tion. The addition made during that 
long and dreadful contest was so con- 
siderable, that in 1841 it amounted 
to little short of 1,000,000,000 florins, 
(£100,000,000), and the total interest 
which required to be provided for was 
po less than 42,817,000 floxinsy or 



£4,281,700 sterling. This, it must be 
admitted, is a heavy burden upon a 
nation little abounding in commercial 
wealth, and the revenue of which has 
not yet reached £14,000,000 a-year. 
Yet it is inconsiderable, both in point 
of absolute and relative amount, to 
that of Great Britain, which, of a re- 
venue which does not now exceed, from 
ordinary sources, £50,000,000 sterling, 
absorbs annually £28,000,000.* And 
if the resources which ultimately may 
be rendered available to the two coun- 
tries be taken into consideration, the 
balance will incline still more deci- 
sively in favour of the Austrian em- 
pire. Certainly, to a country possess- 
ing a fine climate, thirty-five millions 
of inhabitants, and more than double 
the whole area of the British Islands, a 
public debt of a hundred miUions ster- 
ling cannot be considered as a very 
crushing burden, when Great Britain, 
with half these natural resources, exists 
and flourishes under eight hundred 
millions. 

80. This national debt of Austria 
was, as we have said, for the most part 
contracted during the Revolutionary 
war: two-thirds of its amount grew up 



• Public debt of Austria in 1841— 



Paper money, (florins) 4,348,735 



Old debt from 1792. 
Old debt not covered. 
Debt to bankem. 
Debt of the Tyrol, Vor- 

alberg, &a 
Debt of Lombardy, 
New debt since 1792; 
Debts on lottery, . 
Due to the bank, . 
Floating debt, 



245,816,000 
2,660,000 
42,000,000 

1 16,295,000 

74,000.000 
444.827,696 
61,273.000 
89,250,000 
80,000,000 



INTERXST. 

2,458,150 

80,000 

1,860,000 

676,850 

2,980,000 
18,641,614 

2,0*30,000 
900,000 



999,004,831 29,466,014 

To the interest must be added annually — 

For Binking-ftind, (florins) 8,170,S20 

Do. in Lombardy, 7S0,000 

Do. for lottery do., 2,873,340 

Annual rents applied to Sinking- 1 i agfi ira 

Total 8inking.ftmd. . . IS; 661,810 

Repavment of old debt drawn I 4 qqq q^a 



Total in disohaige of debt, 
Add interest of debt» 

Total annual charges of debt, 

->TCH0BB0B8KX, 1. 48. 40. 



17,661.8]0 
29,466^014 

47,126,824 
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during or since that terrible convul- 
sion. Qreat part of it was contracted 
in paper money, bearing a forced cir- 
culation — the most easy method for the 
moment, and the most burdensome in 
the end, which a state can possibly 
adopt. The difficulty of comprehend- 
ing the complicated details of Austrian 
finance arises, in a great degree, from 
this circumstance, as a considerable 
part of the debt is due to the holders of 
, this paper money, which government is 
obliged to recognise as at par to the 
holders. Its depreciation was often 
veiy great during the war; but the re- 
gular and stable administration of the 
Imperial government has uniformly 
made it resume its proper value on the 
return of peace. And, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulty which the public ex- 
chequer has experienced in dischai^- 
ing the interest of their public debt 
since the peace, they have had the for- 
titude to keep up a sinking-fund of 
10,000,000 floiins, (£1,000,000), nearly 
equal to a third of the interest of the 
debt; a fact which, contrasted with 
the ruinous abandonment of the same 
admirable institution during the same 
period by Qreat Britain, illustrates the 
vital distinction between the foresight 
of an aristocratic, and the recklessness 
of a popular government. 

81. The foreign policy of Austria, 
like that of all other countries which 
are governed by a landed aristocracy, 
is steady, consistent, and ambitious. 
It never loses sight of its objects : yields 
when it cannot resist, but prepares in 
silence the means of future elevation. 
In no other monarchy of equal extent 
is the personal cost of the court so in- 
oonsiderable; a great expenditure is 
not required either to uphold the in- 
fluence of the crown, or to overshadow 
the lustre of the nobility. The dis- 
posal of all the situations in the army, 
and those in the civil administration, 
which are at least as numerous, rendera 
the influence of government irresist- 
ible, and enables the archdukes and 
Imperial family, without injury to 
their authority, to live rather with the 
simplicity of private citizens than the 
extravagance of princes of the blood in 

VOL. VL 



other countries. In no part of Europe 
is the practical administration of gov- 
ernment more gentle and paternal than 
in the Hereditary States ; but in the 
recently-acquired provinces the weight 
of authority is more severely felt, and 
many subjects of local complaint, aris- 
ing from the exorbitant power of the 
nobles, and the feudal restnctions on the 
people, have long existed in the Hun- 
garian and Bohemian dominions The 
population of the empire, at the peace 
of Lun^viUe in 1801, was 27,600,000 ; 
and they have given ample proof, in 
the glorious efforts of subsequent times, 
both of the courageous and patriotic 
spirit by which they are animated, 
and the heroic sacrifices of which they 
are capable. 

82. Jealousy of Prussia was, during 
the yean which followed the treaty of 
Lun^ville, the leading principle of the 
Austrian cabinet ; a feeling which ori- 
ginated in the aggression and conquests 
of the Qreat Frederick, and had been 
much increased by the impolitic and 
ungenerous advantage which the court 
of Berlin took of the distresses and 
dangera of the Austrian monarchy, to 
extend, by an alliance with France, 
their possessions and influence in the 
north of Gkrmany. Europe had too 
much cause to lament this unhappy 
division, the result of a selfish and 
dbort-sighted policy on the part of the 
Prussian government^ whidi, in their 
rivalry of the Emperor, made them 
shut their eyes to the enormous danger 
of French ambition, till incalculable 
calamities had been inflicted on both 
monarchies, and they themselves were 
brought to the verge of destruction by 
the overthrow at Jena. Though com- 
pelled frequently to withdraw from 
the alliance vdth England, the Austrian 
government never ceased to look to it 
as the main pillar of the confederacy 
for the independence of Europe, and 
reverted to the cabinet of London on 
every occasion when they took up aims, 
in the perfect confldence that they 
would not apply for aid in vain. The 
natural inclination of the Imperial go- 
vernment was to lean for Continental 
support on the Russian power; and 

V 
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although this tendency wafi consider- 
ably weakened by the part which the 
cabinet of St Petersburg took with 
Prussia in arranging the matter of 
German indemnities, yet this tempo- 
rary estrangement soon ceased upon 
the arrival of more pressing dangers, 
and the two nations were to be seen 
contending side by side, with heroic 
constancy, on the field of Ansterlitz. 

83. The leading persons in the ad- 
ministration of Vienna at this period 
were the Count Cobentzel, yice-chan- 
cellor of state, and Count Colloredo, a 
cabinet minister, and intimate friend of 
the Emperor. The Ai'chduke Charles, 
whose great military abilities had pro- 
cured for him a European reputation, 
was at the head of the war depart- 
ment ; but the powers of government 
were really in the hands of Cobentzel 
and Colloredo, an^ an unworthy jeal- 
ousy prevailed of the hero who had 
more than once proved the saviour of 
Qermany. A young man, afterwards 
celebrated in the most important trans- 
actions of Europe, M. de Mettebnich, 
had already made himself distinguish- 
ed by his eminent talents in political 
affairs, but he had not yet risen to any 
of the great offices. The general policy 
of the Austrian cabinet at this period 
was reserve and caution ; the empire 
had bled profusely from the wounds of 
former wars, and required years of re- 
pose to regain its strength and recruit 
its finances ; but the principles which 
governed its secret resolutions were 
unchangeable, and it was well known 
to all the statesmen of Europe, that in 
any coalition which might be formed 
to restrain the ambition of France, 
Austria, if success appeared feasible, 
would bear a prominent part. 

84. Russia, under the benignant rule 
of Alexander, was daily advancing in 
wealth, power, and prosperity. That 
illustrious prince, whose disposition 
was naturally inclined to exalted feel- 
ing, had been bred in the exercise of 
benevolent affections by histutor, Colo- 
nel La Harpe, a Swiss by birth, and a. 
philanthropist by character, under 
whose instructions he had learned to 
appreciate the glorious career which 
lay before him, in the improvement, 



instruction, and elevation of his people. 
From the very commencement of his 
reign, his acts had breathed this bene- 
volent spirit : the pimishment of the 
knout, the use of torture, had been 
abolished; valuable rights given to 
several classes of citizens; improve- 
ments introduced into the civU and 
criminal code ; slavery banished from 
the royal domains ; and the first germ of 
representative ilistitutions introduced, 
by permitting to the senate, the con- 
servators of die laws, the right of re- 
monstrance against their introduction. 
But these wise and philanthropic im- 
provements, which daily made the 
Czar more the object of adoration to 
his subjects, only rendered Russia 
more formidable to the powers of 
Western Europe. The policy of the 
cabinet of St Petersburg was unchanged 
and unchangeable. Domineering as- 
cendancy over Turkey and Persia, pre- 
dominant influence in the European 
monarchies, formed the continued ob- 
ject of its ambition ; and in the con- 
tests and divisions of other powers, 
too many opportunities occurred of 
carrying its designs into execution. For 
above a century past, Russia has con- 
tinually advanced, and never once re- 
ceded ; victorious or vanquished, its op- 
ponents are ever glad to piirdiase a 
respite from its hostility by the cession 
of territory. Unlike the ephemeral 
empires of Alexander or Napoleon, its 
frontiers have slowly and steadily en- 
larged. Civilisation marches in the 
rear of conquest, and consolidates the 
acquisitions which power has made ; 
its population, doubling every sixty 
years, is daily rendering it more for- 
midable to the adjoining states; and 
its extension, to all human appearance, 
is not destined to be arrested till it 
has subjected all Central Asia to its 
rule, and established the Cross in un- 
disturbed sovereignty on the dome of 
St Sophia and the minarets of Jeru- 
salem. 

85. At the conclusion of the i*eign 
of Peter the Great, in 1725, the popula- 
tion of the empire wasabout 20,000,000, 
anditsrevenue 18,000,000 silver rubles, 
or £8,200,000 sterling : in 1787, its 
numbers had swelled to 28,000j000, 
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and its revenue risen to 40,000,000 
rubles, or £9,000,000 : in 1804, its in- 
habitants were no less than 36,000,000, 
and its revenue about 50,000,000 edlver 
rubles, or ^612,000,000 ; a sum equiva- 
lent to at least double that sum in 
France, and triple its amount, at that 
period, in Qreat Britain. * The greater 
part of the revenue was derived from 
the capitation tax — a species of impost 
common to all nations in a certain 
stage of civilisation, where slavery is 
general, and the wealth of each pro- 
prietor is nearly in proportion to the 
number of agricultural labourers on his 
esfcate. It amounted to five rubles for 
each freeman, and two for each serf, 
and was paid by every subject of the 
empire, whether free or enslaved. Cus- 
toms and excise, especially on spiritu- 
ous liquors — ^the object of universal 
desire in cold climates — ^produced a 
large sum : the duties on these articles 
alone brought in annually 80,000,000 
paper rubles, or £3,000,000, into the 
public treasury. But notwithstanding 
this considerable revenue, and the high 
value of money in that comparatively 
infant state, the expenses of govern- 
ment, which necessai'ily embraced a 
considerable naval as well as military 
establishment, were so great that i^ 
finances were barely equal to the pro- 
tection of its vast territory ; and ex- 
perience has demonstrated that, with- 
out lai^e foreign subsidies, Russia is 
unable to bring any great force into 
the central parts of Europe. 

36. The army, raised by conscription 
at the rate of so many in each hundred 
of the male population, amountednomi- 
nally to above three hundred thousand 
men. But, from the vast extent of 
territory which they had to defend, 
it was a matter of great difficulty to 
assemble any considerable force at one 
point, especially at a distance from 
the frontiers of the empire ; and in the 
wars of 1805 and 1807, Russia never 
could bring above seventy thousand 

* The revenue actually paid was 120, 000, 000 
rubles ; but from the great emission of paper 
money bearing a legal currencv subsequent 
to 1787, the value of the ruble bad fallen to 
half of what it was in its original silver stan- 
dard, and it was worth no more than half-a- 
crown English money.— Bionon, ii. 282. 



men into any one field of battle. In 
no state of Europe is the difference so 
great between the amount of an army 
as it appears on paper, and the actual 
force which it can bring into the field ; 
and a commander in general can as- 
semble round his standard little more 
than half of what the gazettes announce 
as being at his disposal Drawn, how- 
ever, from the agricultural population, 
its soldiers were extremely formidable, 
both from the native strength and 
the enduring courage which ti^ey pos- 
sessed. The slightest physical defect 
was sufficient to cause the proffered 
serf to be rejected ; and though they 
embraced the military life with re- 
luctance, and left their homes amidst 
loud lamentations, they soon attached 
themselves to their colours, and under- 
took with undaunted resolution any 
service, how perilous soever, on which 
they might be sent. The commissariat 
was wretched ; the hospital service still 
miserably defective : but the artillery, 
though cumbrous, was numerous and 
admirably served, and the quality of 
the troops almost unrivalled. Accus- 
tomed to hardships from their infancy, 
they bivouacked without tents on the 
snow in the coldest weather, and sub- 
sisted without murmuring on a fare so 
scanty that the English soldiers would 
have thought themselves starved on it. 
Fed, clothed, and lodged by govem- 
ment> the pay of the infantry only 
amounted to half-a-guinea, that of the 
Cossacks to eight-and-sixpence a-year ; 
but such was the patriotic ardour and 
national enthusiasm of the people, that 
even on this inconsiderable pittance 
they were animated with the highest 
spirit, and hardly ever were known to 
desert to the enemy. The meanest 
soldier was impressed with the belief 
that Russia was ultimately to conquer 
the world, and that the commands of 
the Czar in the prosecution of that 
great work must invariably be obeyed. 
When Benningsen retired towards Koup 
igsberg, in the campaign of 1807, and 
sought to elude the enemy by forced 
marches during the long nights of a 
Polish winter, the murmur at retreat 
was so imposingly audacious, although 
ninety thousand men thundered in 
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dose pursuit^ that the general was 
compelled to soothe the dissatisfaction 
by announcing that he was marching 
towards a chosen field of battle. The 
disorder consequent on six days of con- 
tinued famine and suffering instantly 
ceased ; and joyous acclamations rent 
the sky when they received the com- 
mand to halt, and the lines were form- 
ed, with parade pi*eci8ion, amidst the 
icy lakes and diifted snow of Eylau.* 

87. Enthusiastically beloved by his 
dubjects, Alexander had, immediately 
on his accession to the throne, abolish- 
ed the custom of alighting &om the car- 
riage when the royal equipages were met^ 
which had excited so much discontent 
under his tyrannical predecessor ; but 
the respect of his subjects induced 
them to continue the practice, and, to 
avoid such a mark of Oriental servi- 
tude, he was in the habit of driving 
about, without guards, in a private 
chariot. Married early in life to the 
beautiful Princess Elizabeth of Baden, 
he soon became an indifferent husband, 
but constantly kept up the external ap- 
pearances of decorum, and remained 
throughout an attached friend to that 
piincess. More tender cords united 
him to the Countess Narishkin, a Pol- 
ish lady of extraordinary fascination, 
gifted with all the grace and powers of 
conversation for which the women of 
rank in that country are, beyond any 
other in Europe, distinguished ; and to 
her influence, joined to that of Prince 
Czartorinski, his early friend and ad- 
viser, a distinguished noble of the same 
nation, his marked regard for the Sar- 
matian race through life is, in a great 
degree, to be ascribed. Immediately 
upon his accession to the throne, he 
was compelled to select his ministers 
from the party which placed him there ; 
and Pahlen, Pain, and Woronzoff were 
his first advisers. But though attach- 
ed from the outset to England, to whose 

- • " Comradea, go Bot forward into the 
trenches ; you will be lost ! " cried a retiring 
peaty to an advancing detachment: "the 
enemy are already in poasession." — ** Prince 
Potemkin must look to that, for he gave vlb 
the order: come on, Rusdans I" was the re- 
ply, and the whole marched forward and 
perished, the victims of their heroic sense of 
duty.— Sib RofiBBT Wilson's PoUth War, 
p. 2. 



influence he owed his elevation, he was 
sincere in his admiration for the First 
Consul; and, still influenced by the 
angry feelings of 1799^ entered warmly 
into the French project of elevating 
Prussia at the expense of Austria, in 
tiie division of the Geiman indemnities. 
A species of prophetic sympathy united 
him to Frederick-William, who had 
ascended the throne about the same 
age, and only shortly before himself; 
and this was soon ripened into a sin- 
cere attachment, from their interview 
at Memel in the summer of 1803, and 
contributed not a little to determine 
the subsequent course of events on the 
great theatre of Europe. 

88. In proportion as the time ap- 
proached when his great projects against 
Austria were to be carried into execu- 
tion. Napoleon redoubled his ostensible 
efforts for the invasion of Great Britain. 
These preparations, which never had 
been more than a feint from the mo- 
ment that intelligence of the stoppage 
of Villeneuve's fleet by Sir Robert Cai-' 
dei*^s action, and the subsequent retreat 
of that admiral to Ferrol, had been re- 
ceived, completely produced the de- 
sired effect. Aue^a, deceived by the 
accounts which were daily transmitted 
of the immense accumulation of forces 
on the coasts of the Channel, the em- 
barkation of the Emperor^s staff and 
heavy artillery, and the continual ex- 
ercising of the troops in the difficult 
and complicated operation of getting 
on shipboard, deemed the moment come 
when she could safely commence hosti- 
lities, even before the arrival of the Rus- 
sian auxiliaries. She broke ground, 
accoi-dingly, by crossing the Inn and in- 
vading the Bavarian territories, fondly 
imagining that the French troops were 
still on the shores of the Channel, and 
that she would be able, by a rapid ad- 
vance, to rouse Bavaria and the lesser 
powers of Qermany to join her stan- 
dard, and appear before the arrival of 
Napoleon, with the whole forces of the 
empire, on the banks of the Rhine. 
But she grievously miscalculated, in so 
doing, the activity and resources of the 
French Emperor, and soon found to her 
cost that she had been the dupe of his 
artifices, and had unwittingly played 
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his game as effectually as if she had 
intentioiiall J prostrated her resources 
before his ambitioiL 

39. The forces with which the Aulic 
Council engaged in this enterprise were 
eighty thousand men ; and the Russians 
were still so fax removed as to render it 
impossible to reckon upon their co-ope> 
ration in the firstmoTements of the cam- 
paign. Precipitance inforcingonhostili- 
ties before their troops were all amved, 
was the ruin of this campaign. They 
had, with reason, calculated upon being 
joined by the whole forces of Bayaria ; 
but, as already noticed, the paternal 
anxiety of the Elector rendered these 
hopes abortive, and threw the whole 
weight of that electorate into the op- 
posite scale. Public spirit in the Im- 
perial dominions was strongly roused, 
and the people were prepared to make 
any sacrifices in defence of their coun- 
try ; but they had little of the self-con- 
fidence or hope which, even more than 
physical power, constitutes the strengih 
^ of an army. The soldiers went into the 
field resolute and devoted, but rather 
with the resignation of martyrs than 
the step of conquerors. Their repeated 
defeats had rendered them nearly des- 
perate of success. The army was nu- 
merous, gallant, and well appointed, 
hut hardly equal to the task of meet- 
ing unaided the united French and 
Bavarian forces, even if led by com- 
manders of equal talent and experience. 
What, then, was to be expected from 
them when advancing under the guid- 
ance of Mack to meet the grand army 
grouped round the standards of Napo- 
leon ? * In vain'the British government 

* Though totally deficient in the decision, 
promptitude, and foresight requisite for a 
commander in the field. Mack was by no 
means without a considerable degree of ta- 
lent, and still greater plausibility, in arrang- 
ing on paper the plan of a campaign : and so 
£Bir did this species of ability impose on Mr 
Pitt, that he wrote to the cabinet of Vienna, 
recommending that officer to the command 
of the German army. The just and decisive 
opinion expressed of him by Nelson at 
NaplesL in 17d8, has already been noticed. 
With all his great qualities as a civil states- 
man, Mr Pitt had but little capacity for 
military combinations ; and this is the judg- 
ment^ in this particular impartial, pronoun- 
ced upon him by Napoleon.— Nafoubon in 
KosTHOXiON, ii. 4S2. 



transmitted to the cabinet of Vienna a 
detailed statement, obtained from the 
imperialstaff at Boulogne, of theamount 
and composition of tiie French anny, 
showing above a hundred and thirtjr 
thousand men, of all descriptions, ready 
to march ; and asked, whether it was 
against England or Austria that this 
force was really intended to act ? With 
in&tuated self-confidence, their .host 
continued to advance ; soon it oveiTan 
the Bavarian plains, entered the defiles 
of the Black Forest, and occupied with 
its outposts the openings from that 
rocky ridge into the valley of the 
Rhinei 

40. From the moment that it was 
evident that hostilities were unavoid- 
able. Napoleon had been inde£eitigable 
in his endeavours to engage Prussia on 
his side. The instructions to Duroc, 
his envoy at Berlin, were, to represent 
to the Prussian government, "that 
there was not a moment to lose ; that 
it was indispensable an alliance should 
forthwith be concluded between the 
two states ; that the confederacy of Rus- 
sia, Austria, and England was equally 
menacing to both ; that, during the ne- 
gotiations for the conclusion of a treaty, 
it was necessaiy that Prussia should 
make an open declaration against Aus- 
tria, or at least a formidable demon- 
stration on the Bohemian frontier ; that 
the Emperor was about to make an 
autumnal campaign; that having dis- 
persed the armament of Austria before 
the month of Januaiy, France and 
Prussia might turn their united forces 
against Russia, for which purpose the 
Emperor offered the aid of eighty thou- 
sand men, amply provided with every- 
thing necessary for a campaign." f The 
answer of the Prussian cabinet to these 
propositions was in the main favour- 
able. They admitted " that the union 
of France and Prussia could alone pro- 
vide against the rest of the Continent 

t Instructions to Duroc, 24th August 1806. 
— BiONON, iv. 334. These instructions, writ- 
ten the very day on whi<di Napoleon received 
accounts of the retreat of Y illeneuve to Cadiz, 
and when he dictated to Daru the march of 
the grand army firom Boulogne across Qer- 
many (aiUe^ Chap, zxxiz. § 80X are a singu- 
lar monument of his vigour and rapidity of 
determination. 
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such a barrier as would insure the 
mamtenance of general tranquillity. 

41. The French plenipotentiary, tak- 
ing these words in a more favourable 
sense than they were perhaps intended, 
ixjimediately commenced the drawing 
out of a treaty of alliance, offensive and 
defensive, between the two powers; but 
when it was communicated to the Prus- 
sian government, their temporising po^ 
licy reappeared ; they were willing to 
unite with France in oi'der to prevent 
the resumption of hostilities, but hesi- 
tated at taking any step which might in- 
volve them in the contest; and evinced, 
amidst all their anxiety for the acqui- 
sition of Hanover, an extreme appre- 
hension of the consequences of a Rus- 
sian war. To overcome their scruples, 
[Napoleon did not hesitate to engage 
that " he would retain none of his con- 
quests on his own account, and that 
the Empire of France and kingdom of 
Italy should receive no addition." But 
the terrors of the Prussian cabinet were 
not to be overcome by these obviously 
hypocritical professions, and they per- 
sisted in their resolution to enter into 
no engagement which might involve 
them in hostilities. Matters were in 
this doubtful state, when the Russian 
minister at Berlin presented a letter 
from the Emperor Alexander, in which 
he proposed an interview with his Prus- 
sian Majesty on the frontiers of their 
respective dominions, and requested 
permission for the Russian troops to 
pass through his tendtories on their 
route for Bavaria. The pride of Fre- 
derick William instantly took fire; and 
he replied by a decided negative against 
the passage of the Muscovites through 
any part of his dominions; but ex- 
pressed his willingness to meet his au- 
gust neighbour at any place which he 
might select. Prussia, at the same 
time, renewed its negotiations with 
France for the acquisition of Hanover 
as a deposit, until the conclusion of the 
war ; a proposition to which Napoleon 
testified no unwillingness to accede, 
provided "France lost none of its rights 
of conquest by the deposit." 

42. While these unworthy negotia- 
tions were tarnishing the reputation 
of the Prussian monarchy, the French 



troops were in full march from the 
shores of the Channel to the banks of 
the Rhine. The instructions given by 
Napoleon to all the chiefs of the grand 
army for the tracing of their ix>ute, 
and the regulation of their movements, 
were as perfect a model of the combi- 
nations of a general, as the fidelity and 
accuracy with which they were followed 
were of the discipline and efficiency of his 
followers. The stages, the places of rest» 
the daily marches of every regiment, 
were pointed out with undeviating ac- 
curacy over the immense circumference 
from Cherboui^ to Hamburg ; relays of 
horses were provided to convey by post 
those who were more remote, twenty 
thousand carriages collected for their 
rapid conveyance, and the immense host 
caused to converge, by different routes, 
through France, Flanders, and the north 
of Germany, to Ulm, the centre where 
it was anticipated the decisive blows 
against the Austrian monarchy were to 
be struck.* The troops simultaneously 
commenced their march from the coast 
of the Channel in the beginning of Sep- 
tember, and performing, with the cele- 
rity of the Roman legions, the journeys 
allotted to them, arrived on the Rhine 
from the 17th to the 23d of the same 
month. They were all in the highest 
spirits, buoyant with health, radiant 
with hope : the exercise and discipline 
to which they had been habituated 
during the two preceding years, in their 
camps on the shores of the ocean, hav- 
ing enabled them to overcome, with 
ease, fatigues which would have been 
deemed insurmountable at that period 
by any other soldiers of Europe.f Such 
was the vigour with which the soldiers 
were animated, that out of fifteen thou- 
sand native French who were in Mar- 
mont's corps, only nine men were left 
behind, in a march of twenty days from 
Holland to Wiirtzburg ; a fact unparal- 

* See the orders, addressed by Napoleon to 
the seven marshals commanding the corps of 
the army, in Dumas^ xiii. 300, 302. Piice$ 
Jtut. — Many of them are dated at nine, ten, 
eleven, at night, at midnight : but in all is 
to be seen the same extraordinary union of 
minuteness and accunu^ of detail, Tvith gran- 
deur and extent of general combination. 

t The celerity with which the march of 
Marshal Ney's corps was pe|formed is par- 
ticularly remarkable. 
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leled, peiiiapa, in modem war. The 
troops of the other corpe arriyed ^t the 
plaoeB assigned them in the heart of 
Qermany, after twenty-five or thirty 
days' journey &om the coasts of the 
Channel, a distance of one hundred and 
fifty leagues, without the rest of a day, 
and with scarcely any sick or stragglers 
falling off from, their array. 

43. The army which Napoleon thus 
directed against the ImperialiBts was 
the most formidable, in respect of num- 
bers, equipment, and discipline, which 
modem Europe had ever witnessed. It 
was divided into eight corps under the 
command of the most distinguished 
marshals of the Empire. Then for the 
first time Napoleon gave it the name of 
the Grand Abhy : a name like that of 
the Old Guard, which will be immoiiial 
in history. It consisted of ^12,000 men, 
of whom 187,000 were French, and in- 
cluded 38,000 cavahy and 340 guns; 
and far exceeded, in discipline, efi&- 
ciency, and equipment, any armament 
evei' seen in modem times.* The "plan 
of Napoleon was to direct the corps of 
Ney, SouU, and Lannes, with the Im- 
perial Guard and the cavalry under 
Murat^ to Donauworth and DilUngen : 
Davoust and Marmont were to march 
upon Neuburg ; and Bemadotte, joined 
to the Bavarians, upon Ingolstadt; 
while Augereau, whose corps was con- 
veyed by post from the distant harbour 
of Brest, received orders to cover the 
right fiank of the invading army, and 
extend itself over the broken country 
which stretches from the Black Forest 
to the Alps of the Tyrol and the Orisons. 

• The composition of this army was as 
follows : — 



COHJiANDIBS. 

1st Corps, Bemadotte, 

2d . . Marmont^ 

3d . . Davoust, 

4t1i . . Soult, . 

5th. . . Lamies, 

6th .. Ney, 

7th . . Augereau, 

8th . . Murat (cavalry), 

9th,Ouard8, Mortier and Beasi^res, 
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17,000 
20,000 
26,000 
40,000 
18,000 
24,000 
14,000 
22,000 
7,000 

26,000 



212,000 

Besides 50,000 in Italy, under Massena, and 
20,000 in reserve under St Cyr.— Jomini, ii. 
104; DuHAS, xiii 17, 18; Thiers, vi. 70, 71. 



This far-famed forest consists of a ridge 
of rocky hills and plateaus with preci- 
pitous sides, whichUe between the valley 
of the Rhine and the sources of the Da- 
nubei They are for the most part cov- 
ered with firs, the sombre hue of which 
has given its name to the region ; and 
the roads which traverse it lie in the bot- 
tom of deep ravines, shut in generally be- 
tween precipices of considerable eleva- 
tion. The Black Forest, as it lies direct- 
ly between France and Austria, has, in 
idl war^ between the two coimtries, oc- 
cupied a conspicuous place in military 
operations ; but on this occasion its im- 
portance was in a great measure super- 
seded by more extended operations. A 
single glance at the map will be suffi- 
cient to show that Napoleon's move- 
ments were calculated to envelop alto- 
gether the Austrian army, if they re- 
mained in heedless security in their 
advanced position in front of Ulm ; for 
while the bulk of the French, imder 
Napoleon in person, descended upon 
their right flank by Donauwoi*th, Ber- 
nadotte, with the corps from Hanover, 
got directly into their rear, and cut off 
the line of retreat to Vienna, while 
Aug^eau blocked up the entrance to 
the defiles of the Tyrol. It was of the 
utmost moment to the success of these 
great operations that the movements 
of the troops should, as long as possible, 
be concealed ; and the despotic power 
of the French Emperor gave him every 
facility for the attainment of this ob- 
ject. A rigorous embargo was imme- 
diately imposed on aU pc^ of the em- 
pire ; the post was everywhere stopped ; 
the troops were kept ignorant of the 
place of their destination; and such 
were the effects of these measures, that 
they were far advanced on their way to 
the Rhine before it was known either 
to the cabinets of London or Vienna 
that they had broken up from the 
heights of Boulogne. 

44, The other corps of the army, tra- 
versing their own or a friendly terri- 
tory, experienced no obstacle on their 
march ; but that of Bemadotte, in its 
route across Germany, from Hanover 
to Bavaria, came upon the Prussian 
state of Anspach. Napoleon was not 
a man to be restrained by. such an ob- 



8d 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[OHAP. XL. 



Btacle; he had foreseen it, and given 
positive orders to Bemadotte to disre- 
gard the neutrality of that power. 
" You will traverse its territories," 
said he ; " avoid resting there, make 
abundance of protestations in favour 
of Prussia, testify the greatest possible 
regard for its interests, and meanwhile 
pursue your march with rapidity, al- 
leging as an excuse the impossibility 
of doing otherwise, which really is the 
fact." These instructions were punc- 
tually obeyed ; and Bemadotte, at the 
head of sixty thousand men, including 
the Bavaiians and corps of Marmont 
placed under his orders, disregarding 
the remonstrances of the local authori- 
ties, traversed the Prussian territory, 
and assembled around Eichstadt, with 
his advanced guard on the Danube, be- 
tween Neuburg and Ingolstadt, at the 
end of the first week of October. The 
master-stroke was delivered; the left 
wing of the French in great force was 
interposed between the Austrians and 
their own dominions, while they were 
reposing in fancied security around the 
ramparts of Ulm. 

45. Great was the astonishment and 
indignation at Berlin when the unex- 
pected intelligence of this outrage upon 
their independence was received. It at 
once revealed the humiliating truth, 
long obvious to the rest of Europe, but 
which vanity and partiality to their 
own policy had hitherto concealed from 
the Prussian cabinet, that the alliance 
with France was based neither on a 
footing of equality, nor on any sense 
of mutual advantage ; that it had been 
contracted by Napoleon only for pur- 
poses of ambition ; that he neither re- 
spected nor feared their power; and 
that, after having made them the in- 
struments of effecting the subjugation 
of other states, he would probably ter^ 
minate by overturning their own inde- 
pendence. The weight of these con- 
siderations was much increased by the 
recollection that this outrage had been 
inflicted by a nation whom, for ten 
years, it had been the policy of Prussia 
to conciliate by all the means in her 
power ; while, on the other hand, the 
simple refusal tograntapassage through 
their territories had been sufficient to 



avert the march of the Russian troops, 
although the cabinet of Berlin had, 
during that time, been far from evincing 
the same compliance with the wishes of 
the Czar. These indignant feelings fall- 
ing in with a secret sense of shame at 
the unworthy part they were about to 
take in the great contest for European 
independence which was approaching, 
produced a total alteration in the views 
of the Prussian cabinet ; while the more 
generous and warlike party of the capi- 
tal, at the head of which were the 
Queen, Prince Louis, and Baron Har- 
denberg, loudly gave vent to their in- 
dignation, and openly expressed their 
joy at the occurrence of a circumstance 
which had at length opened the eyes 
of government to the ruinous conse- 
quences of the temporisingpolicy which 
they had so long pursued. 

46. All intercourse with the French 
embassy was immediately prohibited ; 
an energetic note, demanding satisfac- 
tion, was forthwith presented to the 
minister of that power at Berlin ; and 
permission was given to the Russian 
troops to traverse in their march the 
Prussian territories. The projected in- 
terview between the Czar and the Prus- 
sian monarch to adjust that matter was 
adjourned, as the difficulty had been 
solved by the measure of Napoleon; 
the troops which had been directed to- 
wards the Russian frontiers were coun- 
termanded ; and three powerful armies 
of observation were formed, — one of 
sixty tiiousand men in Franconia, under 
the orders of Prince Hohenlohe ; one in 
Lower Saxony of fifty thousand, under 
the Duke of Brunswick; and one in 
Westphalia of twenty thousand, under 
the command of the Prince of Hesse. 
This impolitic step of Napoleon is link- 
ed with many important consequences. 
It produced that burst of angry feeling 
which at length brought Prussia into 
the lists with France in 1806. It is 
thus connected with the overthrow and 
long oppression of that power, and may 
be considered as one of the many causes, 
at this time entering into operation, 
which, in their ultimate results, pro- 
duced the resurrection of European 
freedom, and the fall of the French 
Empire. 
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47. While the precipitance of Napo« 
leon was thus producing a storm in 
the north of Q^rmany, a treaty was 
concluded between Russia, England, 
and Sweden, by which the latter power 
engaged to furnish an auxiliary corps 
of twelve thousand men to act in Po- 
merania, in concert with a Russian 
force of double that amount, under the 
orders of Count Osterman Tolstoy. 
This army was to be further reinforced 
by the Qerman L^on in the service 
of England ; an addition which would 
raise it to nearly forty thousand men ; 
an army, it was hoped, adequate not 
only to the task of reconquering the 
electorate of Hanover, for which it was 
immediately destined, but to determine 
at last the wavering conduct of Prussia, 
and give an impi^se to the northern 
states of (Germany, which might pre- 
cipitate them in a united mass on the 
now almost defenceless firontiera of 
Holland and Flanders. Had Prussia 
boldly taken such a line, what a mul- 
titude of calamities might have been 
spared to itself and to Europe ! More 
fortunate in the south than the north 
of Europe, Napoleon at this period 
concluded a convention with the court 
of Naples for the neutrality of that 
kingdom during the approaching con- 
test. A negotiation was at the same 
time set on foot with the Holy See for 
the admission of a French garrison into 
Ancona; but the Pope had suffered 
too severely from the conquests and 
exactions of the Republicans to admit 
of such a concession ; and both parties 
protracted the discussions with a view 
to gain time for the issue of military 
operations. These negotiations at either 
extremity of the Une of operations 
might have been attended with im- 
portant effects upon the final issue of 
the war, if the crisis had been delayed 
for any considerable time. But Na- 
poleon was meanwhile preparing those 
redoubtable strokes in the heart of 
Germany, which were calculated at 
once to prostrate the strength of Aus- 
tria, intimidate or overawe the lesser 
powers, and frustrate the great combi- 
nation formed by the EngllBh and Rus- 
sian cabinets for the deliverance of 
Europe. 



48. The Emperor arrived at Strass- 
burg on the 27th September, and im- 
mediately addressed to his soldiers one 
of those heart-stirring proclamations 
which contributed almost as much as 
his military genius to the success of 
his arms. ** Soldiers ! " said he, ** the 
campaign of the third coalition has 
commenced : Austria has passed the 
Inn, violated its engagements, attacked 
and chased our ally frY)m Ids capital 
We will not again make peace without 
sufficient guarantees: our generosity 
shall not again make us foiget what we 
owe to ourselves. Tou are but the ad- 
vanced guard of the great people. Tou 
may have forced meurches to undergo, 
fatigues and privations to endure ; but 
whatever obstacles we may encounter, 
we shall overcome them, and never 
taste of repose till we have planted our 
eagles on thetenitoiy of our enemies." 
To the Bavarian troops he thus ad- 
dressed himself : — " Bavarian soldiers ! 
I come to put myself at your head, 
to deliver your country fix>m the most 
unjust aggression. The house of Aus- 
tria wishes to destroy your indepen- 
dence, and incorporate you with its 
vast possessions. Tou will remain 
faithful to the memory of your ances- 
tors, who, sometimes oppressed, were 
never subdued. I know your valour ; 
and feel assured that after the first 
battle I shall be able to say with truth 
to your prince and my people — ^Tou 
are worthy to combat in the ranks of 
the Grand Army." 

49. The movements of the opposite 
armies in Germany were now rapidly 
biinging matters to a crisis. Mack, at 
the first intelligence of the approach 
of the French troops, had concentrated 
his forces at Ulm, Memmingen, and 
Stockach, with advanced posts in the 
defiles of the Black Forest, contem- 
plating only an attack, as in former 
wars, in front, and expecting to be able 
to stem the torrent of such an inva- 
sion as effectually, in a defensive po- 
sition around the ramparts of Ulm, as 
Eray had done the incursion of Mo- 
reau in a previous campaign. He was 
in total ignorance of the great man- 
oeuvre of Napoleon in turning his 
flmk with the French lefb wing, an^ 
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interposing bet?mm Jus wlioie azmy 
and the Austrian frontier. This de- 
cisive movementi the knowledge of 
which had been carefully kept from 
the enemy, by means of a whole French 
corps diffused as light troops along the 
ridge behind which it was going for- 
ward, was now rapidly approachmg its 
consummation. The imited corps of 
Bemadotte, Marmont, Davoust, and 
Soult, with the Bavarians, a hundred 
thousand strong, had arrived at the 
same moment on the Danube in the 
rear of Mack, and without a moment's 
hesitation passed the river at Donau- 
worth, Neuburg, and Ingolstadt. Pur- 
suing their course without interrup- 
tion, they speedily arrived on the Aus- 
trian line of communication with Vi- 
enna ; and by the middle of October, 
Marmont and Soult were established 
in great strength at Augsburg, directly 
on the road from the Imperial head- 
quarters to the Hereditary States; 
while Napoleon himself, at the head of 
the remainder of his army, led by 
Murat and Ney, was pressing upon their 
right flank. 

50. Struck as by a thunderbolt by 
this formidable appai*ition in his rear. 
Mack had but one resoui'ce left> which 
was to have fallen back with all his 
forces to the Tyrol, the road to which 
was still open, and sought only to de- 
fend the approach to Vienna by ac- 
cumulating a formidable mass in that 
vast fortress on the flank of the in- 
vading army. But the Austrian gene- 
ral had not resolution enough to adopt 
so daring a design, and probably the in- 
structions of the Aulic Council fettered 
him to a more limited plan of opera- 
tions. He confined himself, therefore, 
to concentrating his forces on the line 
of the Iller, between Ulm and Mem- 
mingen, hastily threw up intrench- 
ments to defend the latter town, and, 
grouping his masses round the ram- 
parts of the former, fronted to the 
eastward, to make head against the 
formidable enemy who had thus unex- 
pectedly appeared in his i*ear.. At the 
same time he despatched orders to 
Gtenei'al Auffenberg, who commanded 
twelve battalions of grenadiers and 
four squadrons of cuirassiers at Inn- 



spruck, to join him by forced marches, 
aad, «B soon as he arrived, despatched 
him to support the corps of Kftinmaygr, 
who was at the head of the vanguard 
near Donauworth. 

51. The brave Imperialist, while pur- 
suing, in unsuspecting security, his 
mardh to the place of his destination, 
suddenly found himself enveloped at 
Wertingen, four leagues from Donau- 
worth, by an immense body of French 
cavaliy. It was the corps of Murat, 
eight thousand strong, which, rapidly 
sweeping round the Austrian infantry, 
menaced them on every sida In this 
extremity, Auffenberg formed his whole 
division into one great square, with the 
cuirassiers at the angles, and in that 
order boldly waited the attack of the 
enemy. Down came the French dra- 
goons like a tempest, rending the air 
with their cries, and speedily swept 
away the Imperial horse stationed out- 
side the infantry, while courageously 
resisting the immensely superior forces 
of the enemy. Still the square remained, 
and from its sides, fronting every way, 
there issued a redoubtable rolling fire, 
which reminded the French veterans 
of their own unceasing dischax^s at 
Mount Thabor and the Pyramids. The 
combat was long and obstinate; in 
vain Nansouty with the heavy dragoons 
charged them repeatedly on every side; 
the Imperialists stood firm ; their sus- 
tained running fire brought down rank 
after rank of then* assailants, and the 
issue of the combat seemed extremely 
doubts, when the arrival of Oudinot 
with a brigade of French grenadiers 
changed the fortuneof the day. These 
fresh troops, supported by cannon, 
opened a tremendous fire upon one 
angle of the square ; the Austrians, 
worn out with fatigue, were staggered 
by the violence of the discharge, and 
Nansouty, seizing the moment of dis- 
order, rushed in at the wavering part 
of the line, and in an instant an aper- 
ture was made which admitted several 
thousand of the enemy into the centre 
of the Austrian square. Collecting with 
heroic resolution the yet unbroken 
part of his troops, Auffenberg suc- 
ceeded in forming a smaller squai'e, 
which effected its retreat into some 
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marshes in the neighbourhood of the 
Danube, which arrested the pursuit of 
the French horse : but three thousand 
prisoners, many standards, and all their 
artillery, remained in the hands of the 
enemy. 

52. Although the courage with which 
the Austrians fought on tiiis occasion, 
appeared to the reflecting in every 
part of Europ^a favourable augury for 
the final issue of the contest, yet to 
the inconsiderate multitude, who judge 
only from the result^ the effect was 
▼ery different, and the brilliant termi- 
nation of the first action in the cam- 
paign was an eyent as animating to the 
French, as it was depressing to the Im- 
perial soldiers. Napoleon, with his 
usual skill, availed himself of the op- 
portunity to exhibit a spectacle which 
might electrify the minds of his troops. 
Two days after the action, he repairad 
in person to Zusmarshausen, where he 
passed in review all the corps who had 
been engaged in it ; with his own 
hand distributed crosses, orders, and 
other recompenses to the most deserv- 
ing ; and pronounced a flattering eulo- 
gium on General Ezcelmans, when he 
presented the standards taken from 
the enemy. Another officer, who, at- 
tended by only two dragoons, had so 
imposed on the terrors of the broken 
Imperialists, the night after the action, 
as to make a hundred of them lay down 
their arms, received a place in the Im- 
perial Guard. Never did sovereign in 
modem times understand so complete- 
ly the art of exciting enthusiasm in 
l^e minds of his followers, by the dis- 
tinction conferred on individual merit, 
in whatever rank of the army ; and it 
was as much owing to this circum- 
stance, as to the greatness of his mili- 
tary genius, that the superior successes 
of the grand army, which he command- 
ed in person, compared with those at 
a distance under the orders of his lieu- 
tenants, were owing.* 

53. While the powerful advanced 

* Generosity, as well as excellence of mili- 
tary conduct; attracted the notice of the Em- 
peror. At the passagfe of the Leoh, a corporal 
who had been cashiered by his superior offi- 
cer on account of some irregularity of disci- 
pline beheld that officer on the point of 
perishing in the waves of the river. Forget- 



guards of the grand army— viz. the 
corps of Ney on the left bank of the 
Danube, and that of Murat on the 
right> were thus engaging the whole at* 
tention of the enemy, the remainder 
of that inmiense hosl^ on the right and 
left^ was rapidly sweeping round the 
flanks and rear of the Austrian troops. 
Soult soon joined Marmont at Augs- 
burg; the Imperial Guards weroshorUy 
after establii^ed at the same place; 
Davoust, with his numerous and well- 
appointed corps, arrived at Aicha, all 
diriecUy in the rear of the Imperial- 
ists : while the corps of Keinmayer, 
almost enveloped in such immense 
masses, deemed itself fortunate in being 
aUe to effect its retreat^ by the bridge 
of Neuburg, into Bavaria and the city 
of Munich. Thither it was imme- 
diately followed by the corps of Bema- 
dotte, who established himself in that 
capital, while the troops of Marmont 
and Davoust were moved in the same 
direction, with the view of forming a 
powerful army of obsei*vation, which 
might repel any attempt on the part of 
the Russians, or the Austrian reserves 
from the Hereditary States, to dis- 
engage the army of Mack, now entirely 
surrounded by the French forces. But 
information soon arrived that the Rus- 
sians were at such a distance as to be 
unable to take any part in the decisive 
operations which were approaching; 
and therefore Bemadotte alone was 
left in observation in Bavaria, and the 
other corps were drawn in a circle 
round the north and east of the Aus- 
trians at Ulm. Ney, in particular, was 
directed to occupy all the bridges over 
the Danube, and push forward his 
advanced guards on the left bank of 
the river, to give instantaneous warn- 
ing of any attempt which the enemy 
might make to break through the net 
which surroimded him, and regain 
Bohemia by passing the rear and com- 
munications of the grand army. 

54. Mack, instead of falling back to 

ting what he had suffered at his hand, the 
braye man plunged in and saved him. The 
Emperor caused him to be brought into his 
presence, and after publicly eulo^sing his 
conduct, appointed him to a situation round 
his own person, and rave him the star of the 
Legion of Honour.-~BiONON, iv. 365, 366. 
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the Tyrol, which was the only way of 
retreat that now really remained to 
him, and where he might have formed 
a jimction with the troops in that pro- 
vince, and in the north of Italy, and 
formed a mass fully 180,000 strong in 
all, persisted in the idea that, by di- 
recting the mass of his forces to the 
north-east, he might yet regain the 
Bohemian frontier, and thus preserve 
the communication with the Russians, 
which was of such importance to ulte* 
rior operations. He therefore moved 
forward all his troops, as they succes- 
sively arrived from the Black Forest 
and the neighbourhood of the lake of 
Constance, in that direction, and on 
the 8th October established his own 
headquarters at Burgau, midway be- 
tween Ulm and Augsburg. Meanwhile 
the defence of Ulm was intrusted to 
General Jellachich, who laboured assi- 
duously, night and day, not only with 
the garrison, but with the whole in- 
habitants of the town and five thousand 
peasants fi'om the vicinity, in strength- 
ening the works on the heights adjoin- 
ing the place. Between the 5th and 
8th of October, the movement of the 
Austrian army was completed : it now 
faced towards Bavaria and the Lech, 
having its left resting on the Danube, 
over which it still held the bridges of 
Ulm and CHinzbuig. The latter post 
being of great importance to the Aus- 
trians, was occupied by eight thousand 
of their best troops. They were there 
attacked by Marshal Ney, at the head 
of superior forces, and after a bloody 
conflict the bridge was carried at the 
point of the bayonet, and the Impe- 
rialists driven out of the town with 
the loss of above two thousand men. 
Disconcerted by this check, and des- 
pairing from the vast accumulation of 
forces on the banks of the Danube and 
Lech, of success in any attempt to 
break through in that direction, Mack 
withdrew his headquarters to Ulm; and 
Ney, rapidly following his footsteps, 
narrowed the circle on the north and 
east, within which the Austrians in that 
city were enveloped. 

56. At this time Murat, under whose 
orders the corps of Ney had been 
placed, expecting an attack upon his 



position on the right bank of the Da* 
nube, directed Ney to cross over by 
Gunzbui*g and Elchingen to his sup- 
port That marshal did so, leaving, 
however, on the left bank his advanced 
guard, consisting of Dupont's division 
at Albeck, and that of Barraguay d'HU- 
liers at Langenau. In their advance 
towards Ulm, Dupont*s division en- 
countered a body of Austrians, twenty 
thousand strong, posted in an admir- 
able situation at Hasslach, and support- 
ed by a powerful artUlery in position 
on the rugged heights whidi adjoin that 
hamlet. The French were so fax ad- 
vanced before they perceived the 
strength of the enemy, which was 
more than double their own, that re- 
treat was impossible, while attack 
seemed hopeless. In these circum- 
stances, Dupont took the most auda- 
cious, often in such situations the most 
prudent course. He vigorously assail- 
ed the enemy, and, in the evening, the 
arrival of successive reinforcements in 
some degree restored the equality of 
the combat. The weight of the con- 
test took place at the village of Jun- 
gingen, which was taken and retaken 
six times during the course of the day. 
But although they maintained a heroic 
struggle with inferior forces at that 
pointy the French were unsuccessful at 
others ; their cavalry having been over- 
thrown by the Imperialist horse, who 
assailed them in rear, and their cannon 
and baggage swept ofif by their re- 
doubtable cuirassiers, and brought in 
triumph to the walls of Ulm. At 
night Dupont retired to Albeck, leav- 
ing, indeed, a third of his troops on 
the field of battle, but justly proud of 
having, with forces so inferior, main- 
tained so honourable a combat^ and 
bringing with him, as a set-off against 
the loss of his artillery, nearly two 
thousand prisoners, taken, during the 
terrible stnfe in the village, from the 
Imperial infantry. This glorious com-f 
bat was of the most vital importance 
to Napoleon's operations, and, in fact, 
was the immediate cause of their ex- 
traordinary success; for, by barring 
the road to Bohemia, it threw the Aus- 
trians back on the beleaguered posi- 
tion of Ulm, round which the French 
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f oroea were now drawing in every di- 
rection. 

66. The honour of the Anstrian arms 
was in some degree maintained by the 
divided trophies of this bloody conflict; 
but it was shortly after severely tar- 
nished by a less creditable transaction 
at Memmingen. The following day, 
Mack ordered Wemeck to follow up 
Dupont with his division, while Lau- 
don, to cover Wemeck's right flank, 
was pushed on to Mchingen. At the 
same time he directed Jellachich to 
march with his division in all haste to 
Memmingen, to reinforce the ganrison 
of that place, and keep open his com- 
munications with the TjToL That 
general, however, arrived too late, and, 
finding the town already la the hands 
of the enemy, and fearing that> if he 
retreated towards Ulm, he would be 
cut off, he threw himself into the 
mountains of the Tyrol On the 11th 
October, Soult was detached by Napo- 
leon, with his whole corps, from Augs- 
butg, against this town, and after 
cutting to pieces a regiment of Austrian 
cuirassiers, whom he encountered on 
his road, he completed the investment 
of the place on the 18th. The garrison, 
four thousand strong, destitute of pro- 
visions, intimidated by the great dis- 
play of force which appeared round 
their walls, and discouraged by the dis- 
astrous issue of the combats which had 
hitherto taken place, capitulated on the 
first summons; and then began that 
ruinous system of laying down then* 
arms in large bodies which, during this 
campaign, more even than theii* nume- 
rous disasters, tarnished the honour 
of the Imperial armies. Rapidly pur- 
suing his success, Soult, on the day 
following, crossed the lUer, and witii 
three of his divisions marched to Bib- 
erach, so as to bar the road to Upper 
Suabia, which hitherto had lain open 
to the enemy, while the fourth took 
post on the south-east, before the ram- 
parts of Ulm, where they were shortiy 
after joined by the coi-ps of Marmont 
and Lannes. On the same day. Napo- 
leon, with the Imperial Quard, advan- 
ced frt>m the neighbourhood of Augs- 
burg to Buxgau, and established his 
headquarters there for the night; while 



Ney, on the north, completed the oirde 
of enemies drawn round the unhappy 
Imperialists. The fiite of Mack was 
already sealed : a hundred thousand 
French were grouped round the ram- 
parts of Ulm, where fifty thousand Aus- 
trians, in deep dejection, were accumu- 
lated together. 

57. In advancing to Burgau, at the 
head of his Guards, Napoleon came, 
at the bridge of the Lech, upon the 
corps of Marmont^ which had been es- 
tablished there on the preceding day. 
The weather was dreadful ; the snow 
already fell in heavy flakes ; the cold 
was intense ; and the soldiers, burden- 
ed not only with their arms, but with 
provisions for several days in evexy 
man's knapsack, were slowly toiling 
over a road rendered almost impassable 
by the multitude of carriages which 
had already furrowed its surface. In- 
sensible to the severity of the weather. 
Napoleon instantiy halted, dismissed 
his own suite to a distance, formed 
the private soldiers into a dense circle 
around him, and there harangued them 
for half an hour, in a loud voice, on 
the situation and prospects of the cam- 
paign. He thanked them for the con- 
stancy with which they had encounter- 
ed difficulties and endured privations 
the severest to which they could be ex- 
posed in war; demonstrated to them 
the situation of the enemy, cut off 
from his own country, surrounded by 
superior forces, and obliged to fight, 
as at Marengo, in order to open the 
only avenue which remained for his 
escape. In the great battie which was 
approaching, he confidentiy promised 
them victory, if they continued to act 
with the resolution and constancy 
which they had hitherto evinced. This 
speech, the circumstances of which as 
much resemble the harangues of the 
Roman generals to their legions, as they 
are characteristic of the French army 
at that period, and the peculiar turn of 
mind in their chief, was listened to with 
profound attention. No sooner was it 
concluded than shouts and warlike ex- 
clamations broke out on all sides, and 
the joyful visages of the soldiers demon- 
strated that they fully appreciated the 
I immense advantages which their own 
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exertions and tihe skill of their chief 
had already secured for them. 

58. While the formidable legions of 
Napoleon were thus closing round the 
Imperial an*ay, the most stormy de« 
bates were taking place at the head- 
quarters at Ulm as to the course which 
should be pursued Fully alive, as all 
were, to the extent and imminence of 
the danger, opinions were yet painfully 
divided as to the means of salvation 
which remained to the army. On the 
one hand, it was urged that the only 
chance of safety which was left, was to 
form the troops into one solid mass, 
and attempt to force a passage towards 
either Bohemia or the Tyrol ; on the 
other, that the most advisable course 
was to detach the Archduke Ferdinand 
with the cavalry and light troops to- 
wards the former of these provinces, 
while Mack himself held Ulm, from 
whence he might hope either to be 
delivered by the Russians, or effect his 
retreat into the latter. A more fatal 
resolution than that of dividing their 
forces, in presence of such an enemy, 
could not possibly have been adopted. 
But the urgent necessity of providing, 
at all hazards, for the escape of a mem- 
ber of the Imperial house, overpowered 
every other consideration : and it was 
ultimately determined that Mack, with 
the bulk of the army, should run the 
hazard of remaining at Ulm, to engage 
the attention of the enemy, while the 
Archduke endeavoured, at the head of 
the cavalry and light troops, to gain 
the Bohemian mountains. In a mili- 
tary point of view, there could be no 
doubt that the only plan left was to 
have retired to the Tyrol, where, by 
drawing together aU his forces. Mack 
might still have assembled 170,000 
combatants ; but such a measure would 
have been an entire departure from the 
orders of the Aulic Council, which con- 
templated nothing of the kind, and 
would have required for its adoption a 
general wielding the despotic powers 
of Frederick or Napoleon. 

59. At the same moment that this 
desperate resolution was formed by the 
Austrian generals, Napoleon was pre- 
paring for a general attack, on the fol- 
lowing day, on the position which they 



occupied He ordered Ney to proceed 
to Elchingen, and there cross the Da- 
nube, so as to regain his original posi- 
tion on the left bank, and advance 
along it towards Ulm ; and he was to 
be supported, if necessaiy, by Lannes 
and Murat. His army would tiius form 
avast circle round Ulm, at the distance 
of about two leagues from the ramparts. 
The advanced posts of the two armies 
were everywhere in presence of each 
other. Early on the following morn- 
ing. Napoleon himself ascended to the 
chateau of Adelhausen, from the ele- 
vated terrace of which he was survey- 
ing, by the advancing line of fire, the 
progress of his tirailleurs in driving in 
the outposts of the enemy, when his 
attention was arrested by a violent can^ 
nonade on the right. It was occasion- 
ed by Marshal Ney, who, at the head of 
sixteen thousand men, was commencing 
an attack on the bridge and abbey of 
ELOHiNGEfr. The Austrians, fifteen 
thousand strong, with forty pieces of 
cannon, under Laudon, had there estab- 
lished themselves in one of the strongs 
est positions which could be imagined. 
The village of the same name, composed 
of successive piles of stone houses in- 
tersected at right angles by streets, 
rises in the form of an amphitheatre 
from the banks of the Danube to a large 
convent which crowns the summit of 
the ascent. All the exposed points on 
these heights were lined with artillery, 
all the windows filled with musketeers. 
The bridge over the Danube had been 
only imperfectly destroyed by the Aus- 
trians on the preceding day ; but the 
tottering arches were commanded by 
the cannon and infantry with which 
all the opposite heights were covered ; 
and they still had a sti*ong advanced 
guard on the southern bank of the 
river. 

60. Undeterred by such formidable 
obstacles, Ney approached with his 
usual intrepidity to the attack. He 
had, on sevcoral late occasions, had warm 
altercations with Murat^ whose temper, 
naturally warm, had been rendered 
doubly arrogant by his recent eleva- 
tion. On one of these occasions, when 
Ney had been explaining to him his 
plan of attack, he had replied that he 
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could not be troubled with snch long 
designs, and that for his part he never 
formed his plan but in presence of the 
enemy. Stung by the undeseired re- 
proach, Ney resolved to outdo even 
that fearless cavalier in personal daring. 
Dressed in full uniform, he was every- 
where to be seen at the head of the 
columns, leading the soldiers to the con- 
flict, or rallying such as were stagger- 
ing under the close and murderous 
fire of the Austrians. Nothing could 
at first resist the impetuosity of the 
French : the Imperial outposts on the 
south bank of the river were attacked 
with such vigour that the assailants 
passed the bridge pell-mell with the 
fugitives, and, hotly pursuing them up 
the streets, aiTived at the foot of the 
vast walls of the convent at the sum- 
mit. There they were arrested by a 
severe plimging fire from the top of the 
battlements; while the Imperialists, 
who had been forced from the streets, 
took a strong position on their right, 
from whence they enfiladed the front 
of the abbey, and threatened to retake 
the town. Thither they were speedily 
followed by .the French. The same 
division which had forced the passage 
of the bridge advanced in the van of 
the attacking column ; and a desperate 
conflict ensued in front of the wood, 
which the Austrians held with invin- 
cible resolution. In vain the French 
brought up fresh columns to the fight. 
The regiments of the Archduke Charles 
and of Erlach, with heroic bravery, 
made good their ground, and, though 
i*educed to a fourth of their numbers, 
still maintained, at the dose of the day, 
their glorious defence. But towards 
evening, Laudon, though still in pos- 
session of the wood and abbey, found 
that his position was no longer tenable. 
The French, now in full possession of 
the bridge, had caused large bodies 
both of horse and foot to defile over.* 
Already their cavalry were sweeping 
round tibe Austrian rear, and menacing 

* It is from this glorious action that Mso*- 
shal Key's title of Duke of Elchingen was 
taken. He exposed his person without hesi- 
tation throughout the day, and seemed even 
to court death ; but fate reserved him for 
greater destinies^ and a more melancholy 
death.— JoMiHx, ii 118. 



their communications; and at length 
he retired, having sustained a loss in 
that desperate stnfe of fifteen hundred 
killed and wounded, and two thousand 
prisoners. 

61. The resistance of these gallant 
troops, though feital to too many of 
themaelveB, proved the salvation of the 
Archduke Ferdinand, and preserved 
the house of Hapsbuig frY>m the dis- 
grace of having one of its princes fiill a 
prisoner into &.e hands of the enemy. 
During the desperate strife at Elchin* 
gen, ihe Archduke disposed the troops 
with which his sortie was to be effect- 
ed into two divisions, with the one of 
which, consisting of five thousand cav- 
alry, he set out on the road to Qeislin- 
gen and Aalen, while Wemeck, at the 
head of the other, moved upon Albeck 
and Herdenheim : the two were to 
unite at Nordlingen. The latter corps 
fell, with forces greatly superior, upon 
the division of Dupont^ stationed be- 
tween Albeck and Langenau, already 
severely weakened by £he combat at 
Hasslach ; and those brave troops were 
on the point of being overwhelmed by 
superior numbers, when Murat, with 
his cavalry and two divisions of infan- 
try, came up to their support The 
arrival of these reinforcements gave the 
French as great a superiority of num- 
bers as their adversaries had previously 
possessed, and the Austrians were com^ 
polled to retire before nightfall in the di- 
rection of Herdenheim. On the day fol- 
lowing they were again assailed in their 
march by Murat, who made eighteen 
hundred prisoners from their weary 
columns; but having been joined by 
the Archduke, at the head of the cav- 
alry, the remainder resolutely conti- 
nued their endeavours to force their 
way through the enemy. 

62. With characteristic adherence to 
old custom, even in circumstances 
where it is least advisable to follow it, 
the Imperialists had encumbered this 
light corps, whose safety depended on 
the celerity of its movements, with five 
hundred waggons, heavily laden. These 
were speedily charged by the French 
horse, and captured, with all the driven 
and escort by which they were accom- 
panied. Despairing, after these disss- 
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ters, of bringing liis infantry in safety 
through the hourly increasing masses 
of his pursuers, the Archduke in the 
night continued his retreat with the 
light horse, and by great exertions 
reached Donauworth. The vigour and 
celerity of the French pursuit were un- 
exampled. Some of the divisions, in 
dreadful weather, and through roads 
almost impassable for carriages, march- 
ed twelve leagues a-day. The cavalry 
were continually on horseback; and, 
animated by the prospect of gaining so 
brilliant a prize, the troops of all arms 
made the utmost efforts in the pursuit. 
But the perseverance and skill of the 
Austrian cavalry triumphed over every 
obstacle; and after surmounting a 
thousand dangers, the Archduke suc- 
ceeded in crossing the Altmuhl, and, 
by Biedenburg and Batisbon, gaining 
the Bohemian frontier, where he was 
at length enabled to give some days' re- 
pose to his wearied followers. But it 
was with a few hundred horse alone 
that he escaped from the pursuit. The 
remainder of the corps, exhausted with 
fatigue, and despairing of safety, were 
surrounded in the neighbourhood of 
Nordlingen, at Trochtelfingen, by the 
cavalry of Murat, and to the number 
of eight thousand men laid down their 
anns. 

63. While these astonishing successes 
were rewarding the activity of Mu- 
rat's corps, Napoleon in person was 
daily contracting the circle which con- 
fined the main body of the Imperialists 
around the I'amparts of TJlm. This 
city, which has since .become so cele- 
brated from the disasters which the 
Austrians there experienced, is sur- 
rounded by a wall flanked with bas- 
tions and a deep ditch ; but it lies in 
the bottom of a valley, overhung on 
the north by the heights of Michels- 
berg and La Tuileries, which command 
it in every pari These heights, dur- 
ing the campaign of 1800, had been 
covered by a vast inti'enched camp, 
constructed by the provident wisdom 
of the Archduke CSharles, and it was 
by their aid that Eray was enabled to 
arrest the victorious army of Moreau 
for six weeks before its walls. Totally 
destroyed by the French after the eva- 



cuation of that city, these works had 
been hastily attempted to be recon- 
structed by Hack, after he saw his re- 
treat cut off in the present campaign : 
but the ramparts were incomplete; 
the redoubts, unarmed, were little 
better than a heap of rubbish; and 
the gaiTison had not a sufficient force 
at their disposal to man the extensive 
lines which were in preparation. The 
consequence was that these important 
heights, the real defence of Ulm, fell 
an easy prey to the enemy. Animated 
by the presence of the Emperor, who 
had established his headquarters at 
Elchingen, and in person directed the 
operations, the Fx^nch' troops cheer- 
fully advanced amidst torrents of rain, 
and almost up to the knees in mud, to 
the attack. Ney speedily carried the 
Michelsberg, while Suchet made him- 
self master of La Tuileries ; and before 
nightfall the French bombs established 
on the heights were carrying terror and 
death into every part of the city. 

64. Arrived on the heights of the 
Michelsberg, Napoleon beheld Ulm, 
crowded with troops, stretched out 
within half cannon-shot at his feet^ 
while the positions occupied by his 
legions precluded all chance of escape 
to the Austrian army, now reduced by 
its repeated losses to little more than 
thirty thousand combatants. Satisfied 
that they could not escape him, and 
encouraged by the surrender of Wer- 
neck, of which he had just received ac- 
counts, he summoned Mack to capitu- 
late, and, returning himself to his head- 
quarters at Elchingen, despatched an 
officer of his staff, FhUippe de S^gur, 
to conduct the negotiation. Mack at 
first was persuaded, or attempted to 
make the French believe he was per- 
suaded, that his situation was by no 
means desperate, and that he would in 
a short time be succoured by his allies. 
He accordingly expressed the greatest 
indignation at the mention of a capi- 
tulation; insisted that the Bussians 
were within five days' march ; and ulti- 
mately only agreed to surrender if in 
eight days he was not relieved. " Tou 
behold," said he, " men resolved to de- 
fend themselves to the last extremity, 
if you do not grant them eight days. I 
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can Tnainfain myaelf longer. There are 
in Ulm three thousand horses, which 
we shall consume before surrendering, 
with as much pleasure as you would 
do in our place." — " Three thousand 
horses !" replied S^gur ; " Aht Marshal, 
the want which you experience must 
already be severe indeed, when you 
thinkofso sad a resource!" Mack, how- 
ever, continued firm, and S6gur return- 
ed to Napoleon's headquarters to give 
an account of his unsuccessful mission. 
65. Certain that the Austrians could 
not be relieved within the time speci- 
fied by their general, Napoleon sent 
badL S^gur, with a written ultimatum, 
granting the eight days, counting from 
the 17t£^ the fint day when the block- 
ade was held to have been established, 
which in effect reduced the eight days 
to six. '' Eight days, or death 1" re- 
plied the Austrian general, and at the 
same time he publlahed a proclama- 
tion,* in which he denounced the pun- 
ishment of death against any one who 
should mention the word ** surrender 1" 
Shortly after. Prince Lichtenstein was 
despatched to the French headquarters. 
£Us astonishment and confusion were 
extreme, when the bandage was re- 
moved from his eyes, and he found 
himself in presence of the Emperor 
and his brilliant staff. The Emperor 
began the conversation, by painting in 
the gloomiest colours the situation of 
the Austrian army. He cited the ex- 

* The proclamation was in these terms: — 
" In the name of his Miyc'sty, I render re- 

Sonsdble, on their honour, and their duty, 
[ the generals and superior officers who 
should mention the word ' surrender,* or 
who should think of anything but the most 
obstinate defence-— a defence which cannot 
require to be prolonged for any considerable 
time, as in a very few days the advanced 
guards of an Imperial and a Russian army 
will appear before Ulm to deliver ns. The 
enemy's army is in the most deplorable situa- 
tion, as well fh>m the want of provisions as 
the severity of the weather: it is impossible 
that he can maintain the blockade beyond a 
few days ; and as to tnring an assault, it could 
only be done by little detachments: our 
ditches are deep, our bastions strong; no- 
thing is more easy than to destroy the as- 
sailants. Should provisions fail, we have 
more than three thousand horses, which will 
maintain us for a considerable time."— Dux. 
xiii. 87. 
vol* VL 



ample of Jaffa, where he had been 
obliged to put the garrison, four thou- 
sand strong, to the sword, and declared 
that similar obstinacy would involve 
the Imperial army in the same lament- 
able fate. He pointed out the hope- 
lessness of all ideas of rescue from the 
Russians, who had not reached the Bo- 
hemian frontier, and the increase which 
his blockading force would soon receive 
from the troops who had been victori- 
ous over Wemeck, and captured the 
garrison of Memmingen.i' The prince 
returned to Ulm with these untoward 
tidings; and Mack, fallen suddenly 
fr^m the height of confidence to the 
depth of despair, agreed to surrender. 
On the 1 9th the capitulation was signed, 
by which the fortress of Ulm was to 
be given up, and the whole army to 
lay down its arms, on the 26th, if not 
before that time relieved by the Rus- 
sian or Austrian armies. 

66. These terms were sufficiently dis- 
graceful to the Austrian arms; but 
Mack had not yet exhausted the cup 
of humiliation. Napoleon, to whom 
every hour was precious, and who 
already began to experience the incon- 
venience of so great an accumulation 
of men without magazines at a single 
point, perceiving the weakness of Uie 
adversary with whom he had to deal, 
sent for Mack to his headquarters, at 

t " You expect the Busstans?" said Napo- 
leon: "Do you really, then, not know that 
they have not yet reached Bohemia? Do you 
suppose I am not ftiUy informed as to your 
situation? If I let you return on your pa- 
role, who will assure me that the soldiers at 
least will not immediatelv, in defiance of the 
capitulation, be employed aeainst me ? I have 
too often already been the dupe of such arti- 
fices on the part of your generals. This is 
not an ordinary war: after the conduct of 
vour government, I have no measures to 
keep with it. It is you who have attadced 
me ; I have no fiuth in your promises. Mack 
might engage for himself but he could not 
do so for his soldiers. If the An^duke Fer- 
dinand were here, I could trust him ; but I 
know he is not. He has crossed the Danube; 
but I will set hold of him yet. Do you sup- 
pose I am to be made a fool of? Here is the 
capitulation of Memmingen ; show it to your 
general ; I will grant him no other: the offi* 
cers alone can Im allowed to return into AuS' 
tria : the soldiers must be prisoners of war. 
The longer he delays, the worse will be his 
ultimate fate."— Boub. viL 81, 33. 
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Eiehingen, and there so completelj be- 
-wilder^ him, by a recital of the die- 
asten which had attended the army, 
and the impossibility of their either 
being relieved by the Russians or es- 
caping to the defiles of the Tyrol, that 
the unhappy man, who had now entirely 
lost his senses, agreed to evacuate the 
place and surrender on the following 
day, on condition that the corps of Ney 
should not quit Ulm till the 26th. In 
this way, without any reason what- 
ever, the whole other troops in the 
blockade, amounting to nearly seventy 
thousand men, were rendered instantly 
disposable for ulterior operations. 

67. In consequence of this new ar- 
ticle in the capitulation, a specfcade 
took place on the 20th unparalleled in 
modem warfare, and sufficient to have 
turned the strongest head. On that 
memorable morning, the garrison of 
Ulm, thirty thousand strong, with sixty 
pieces of cannon, marched out of the 
gates of the fortress to lay down its 
arms. Napoleon, surrounded by a nu- 
merous and magnificent staff, took his 
station before l£e fire of a bivouac on 
a rocky eminence, forming part of the 
heights on the north of the city. For 
five hours the immense array defiled 
before him — ^the men in the deepest 
dejection, the officers in sullen despair, 
at the unparalleled disgrace which 
had befallen their arms. Elenau, Qiu- 
lay, Lichtenstein, were there— names 
celebrated in the achievements of fo]> 
mer wars, and destined to acquire still 
greater distinction in those more glori- 
ous ones which followed. Napoleon 
addressed himself to these brave men 
in delicate and touching terms : " Gen- 
tlemen," said he, '' war has its chances. 
Often victorious, you must expect 
sometimes to be vanquished. Tour 
master wages against me an unjust 
war. I say it candidly, I know not for 
what I am fighting ; I know not what 
he desires of me. He has wished to 
remind me that I was once a soldier ; 
I trust he will find that I have not for- 
got my original avocation. I will, how- 
ever, give one piece of advice to my 
brother the Emperor of Qermany, — 
Let him hasten to make peace ; this is 
the moment to remember that there 



are limits to aU empires, however power- 
ful. The idea that the house of Lor- 
raine may come to an end, should in- 
spire him with distrust of fortune. I 
want nothing on the Continent : it is 
jAipt, colonies, and commerce which I 
desire ; and their acquisition would be 
as advantageous to you as to me." 
Thus spoke Napoleon on the 20th Oc- 
tober 1806 : on the day following, the 
empire of the seas was for ever wrested 
from his arms by the victory of Nel- 
son at Trafalgar, and on that day eight 
years he hiznself was flying from a 
greater disaster to the aims of France, 
sustained on the field of Leipsic* 

68. Little anticipating these calami- 
ties, the Emperor enjoyed the splendid 
spectacle which was going forward. 
Under the appearance of perfect calm- 
ness, he concealed a mind intoxicated 
with the glory which surrounded him. 
The Imperial soldiers, amidst all their 
misfortunes, were fiUed with admiration 
at the conqueror by whom they had 
been overcome : as they defiled before 
him, the march of the columns insen- 
sibly became slower, and every eye was 
turned to the hero who filled the 
world with his renown. But when 
they had passed, the recollection of 
their situation fell at once upon them, 

* As the procession of captives continued 
to defile before him, Napoleon sidd to the 
Austrian generals,—" It is truly deplorable 
that such honourable men as yourselves, 
whose names are spoken of with honour 
wherever you have combated, should be 
made the victims of an insane cabinet* in- 
tent on the most chimerical projects. It was 
ahreody a sufficient ciime to have attacked 
me in the midst of peace, without any decla- 
ration of war; but this offence is trivial to 
that of brining into the heart of Europe a 
horde of barbarians, and allowing an Asiatic 
power to mix itself up with our disputes^ 
Instead of attacking me without a cause, the 
Aulic Council should rather have united their 
forces to mine, in order to repel the Russian 
force. Their present alliance is monstrous; 
it is the alliuioe of the dogs and wolves 
against the sheep. Had France £Bkllen in the 
strife, you would not have been long of per- 
ceivixig the error you had committed." At 
thia moment, a general officer recounted 
aloud an insulting expression which he had 
heard finom the common soldiers in reeard 
to the Austrian captives. " You must have 
little reqpect for yourselves, " said Napoleon 
to his troops, with an air of marked dlqplea- 
sure, " to msult men bowed down by such a 
misfortune."— Sa VARY, L 101, 102. 
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and without waiting till they arriyed 
at the place where their arms were to 
be deposited, and in defiance of the 
commands of their officers, they threw 
them violently on the ground, and 
from the vast and now disorderly 
array a confdsed murmar of grief and 
indignation ai'ose. In the French 
army, on th& other hand, nothing but 
joy and exultation were to be seen : 
never had the enthusiasm of the sol- 
diers been so great, never their devo- 
tion to the Emperor so unbounded; 
and reviewing the movements of the 
campaign by which these astonishing 
successes had been gained, the veter- 
ans said to each other, " The little cor- 
poral has discovered a new method of 
carrying on war — ^he makes more use 
of oui* legs than our bayonets."* 

69. Ever anxious to make his great- 
est successes the means of exciting ad- 
ditional feelings of exultation in the in- 
habitants of hjs capital. Napoleon sent 
to the conservative senate of Paris the 
forty standards taken from the army at 
Ulm, accompanied by a flattering mes- 
sage, in which he said : — " Senators, 
bdbold in this present which the sons 
of the Grand Army make to their 
fathers, a proof of the satisfaction 
which I experience at the manner in 
which you have seconded my efforts. 
And you, Frenchmen, make your bro- 
thers march ; let them hasten to com- 
bat at our sides, in order that we may 
be able, without further effusion of 
blood or additional efforts, to repel far 
from our frontiers all the armies which 
the gold of England has assembled for 
our destruction. A month has not 
elapsed since I predicted to you that 
the Emperor and the army would do 
their duty; I am impatient for the 
moment when I may be able to say, 

* During the rapid and complicated move- 
meuts which led tx> the capture of Ulm, the 
Emperor was inde&tigable in his exertions. 
For three da3n9 and nighu he hiuxUy ever 
undressed, and was almost incessantly on 
horseback ; in the rudest weatiier he shared 
the fare and hardships of the meanest of his 
soldiers. In vain was he expected by the 
authorities at Augsbuig, and magnificent 
preparations made for his reception ; he slept 
in me villageB, surrounded by his staff, in the 
humble cottages of the peasants."— Bionom, 
ir. 876. 



' The people have done theirs.' " Care- 
ful, at the same time, to secure the at* 
tachment of his allies, he sent six 
pieces of cannon to the Duke of Wiir- 
temberg, and twenty-five thousand mus- 
kets to the Elector of Bavaria. Shortly 
after, he addressed to his soldiers one 
of those proclamations which so often 
electrified Europe, by the stupendous 
successes which they commemorated, 
and the nervous eloquence in which 
they were couched. On this occasion 
it was hardly possible to exaggerate 
the triumphs of the army : with a loss 
not exceeding eight thousand men, 
they had taken or destroyed nearly 
eighty thousand of their enemies.f 

70. The blame of these disasters was 
wholly laid, by the Austrian govem- 
menty on General Mack; he was in 

t ** Soldiers of the Grand Army I in fifteen 
days we have concluded a campaign I We 
have kept our promise ; we have chased Hm 
troops of Austria from the Bavarian terii. 
tories, and re-established our ally in the pos- 
session of his state& The army which, with 
so much ostentation and presumption, had 
advanced to our frontiers, is annihilated. 
But what signifies that to England ? We are 
no longer at Boulogne, and her subsidieB 
will be neither greater nor less. Of a hun- 
dred thousand men who composed that army, 
sixty thousand are prisoners ; they wiU re- 

glace our conscripts in the labours of the 
elds. Two hundred pieces of cannon, tiieir 
whole park of ammunition, and ninety stan- 
dards, are in our power ; of that whole army 
not fifteen thousand have escaped. Soldiers! 
I announced to you a great battle; but^ thanks 
to the faulty combinations of the enemy, I 
have obtained these great advantages without 
incurring any risk ; and, what is unexampled 
in the history of nations, this great result 
has not weakened us by the loss of fifteen 
hundred men. Soldiers, this astonishing suc- 
cess is owing to your boundless confidence 
in your Emperor-— to your patience in under- 
going fittigues— to your rare intrepidity I But 
we will not rest here. Already I see you are 
burning to commence a second campaign. 
The gold of England has brought against us 
the Russian army Arom the extremities of 
the universe ; we will make it undei^o the 
same fate. To that combat is, in an especial 
manner, attached the honour of the I^nch 
infEUitry. It is there that is to be decided for 
the second time that question, already re- 
solved in Switzerland and Holland, whether 
the French infantry is the first or second in 
Europe. There are no generals there whom 
it would add to my glory to vanquish. All 
my care shall be to obtain the victory with 
as little efiiision of blood as possible. Hy 
soldiers are my children." Amidst his cus- 
tomary exaggeration, there was much trutii 
in this proc^iroation.— Bapp, 47, 48, 
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consequence subjected to a court of 
inquiry, and condemned to imprison- 
ment for twenty years. Upon the con- 
clusion of the war, Napoleon interceded 
for him, but in vain. Historic justice, 
however, requires that it should be 
stated, that although this unfortunate 
general was obviously inadequate to 
^e difficult task imposed upon him of 
commanding a great army which was 
to combat Napoleon ; and although he 
evidently lost his judgment, and un- 
necessanly agreed to a disgraceful 
abridgment of the period of the capitu- 
lation at the close of the negotiations, 
yet the whole disasters of the campaign 
are not to be visited on his head. The 
improvidence of the Imperial govern- 
ment, the faults of the Aulic Council, 
have also much to answer for. Mack's 
authority was not firmly established in 
the army ; the great name of the Arch^ 
duke Ferdinand overshadowed his in- 
fluence ; the necessity of providing for 
the safety of a prince of the Imperial 
house overbalanced every other con- 
sideration, and compelled, against his 
judgment, that division of the troops 
to which the unexampled disasters 
which followed may immediately be 
ascribed. In the memoir in his own 
vindication, which he laid before the 
council of war by which he was tried, 
he ascribed all the misfortur«8 which 
followed to this sad necessity, and posi- 
tively asserted that the division of his 
forces, from which such disastrous re- 
sults followed, was imposed on him by 
the council of war at Ulm against his 
wilL* It is reasonable to impute to 
this unfortunate general extreme im- 
providence in remaining so long at 
Ulm, when Napoleon's legions were 
closing around him, and great weak- 
ness of judgment, to give it no severer 
name, in afterwards capitulating with- 
out trying some great effort, with con- 
centrated forces, to effect his escape. 
But there appears no reason to suppose, 
as the Austrian government did, that 
he wilfully betrayed their interests to 
Napoleon ; and it is to be recollected, 
in extenuation of his faults, that his 
authority, controlled by the Aulic 
Council, was in some degree Bhai*ed 
* Thikrs, Oonndat et VSmpire, vi. lig. 



with an assembly of officers, which, it 
is proverbially known, never adopts a 
bold resolution ; and that he was at the 
head of troops habituated to the discre- 
ditable custom of laying down their 
arms, on the first reverse, in large 
bodies. 

71. While these stupendous events 
were paralysing the Imperial strength 
in the centre of Germany, the campaign 
had been opened, and was already fierce- 
ly contested on the Italian plains. The 
Aulic Council, from whose errors the 
European nations have suffered so often 
and so deeply, had, in the general plan 
of the campaign, committed three capital 
faults. The first was that of commenc- 
ingamenacingoffensivewar in Germany 
with the weaker of their two principcd 
armies. The second, that of remaining 
on the defensive in Italy, in presence of 
inferior forces, with the greatest array 
which the monarchy had on foot. The 
third, that of retaining in useless iaac- 
tivity a considerable body of men, with 
no enemy whatever to combat, in the 
Tyrol, which might on several occasions 
have cast the bidance in the desperate 
struggles which took place to the north 
and south of its mountains. While 
Mack, with eighty thousand men, was 
pushed forwai^i to bear the weightof the 
Grand Army, of double that strength, 
in the valley of the Danube, the Arch- 
duke Charles, with above ninety thou- 
sand, was retained in a state of inactiv- 
ity on the Adige, in presence of Mas- 
sena, who had only fifty thousand ; and 
twenty thousand more were scattered 
over the Tyrol, whei*e they had no more 
formidable enemy in their front than 
the peaceful shepherds of Helvetia. 

72. No sooner was the cabinet of 
Vienna made aware, from the rapid 
march of Napoleon's troops across Ger- 
many, and the distance at which the 
Russians still were from the scene of 
action, of the imminent danger to which 
their army in Suabia was exposed, than 
they despatched orders to the Archduke 
Charles to remain on the defensive, and 
detach all the disposable troops at his 
command to the succour of Mack at 
Ulm. That gallant prince, according- 
ly, restrained the impetuosity of hu 
numerous and disciplined battalions 
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on the Adige ; retained his foroes on 
the left bank of that stream, and de- 
tached thirty regiments aoross the 
Tyrol towards Germany. By this 
means he lost the initiative, often of 
incalculable importance, at least with 
able commanders and superior forces. 
In war; was compelled to forego the 
opportunity of striking a dedsiye blow 
against the troops of Massena in his 
front — to depress the spirits of his 
soldiers, by keeping them in inactiyity 
till the disasters in Qeimany had ex- 
tinguished their hopes; and all this for 
no good purpose, as, before his rein- 
forcements could emeige from the 
gorges of the Tyrol, the die was oast, 
and the troops in Ulm had defiled as 
captives before the French Emperor. 

78. The forces in Italy were divided 
by the Adige, not only along the course 
of that river from the Alps to the Po, 
but in the city of Verona itself — the 
town properly so called, and the castles 
on the right bank, being in the hands 
of the French, while the suburj>s on 
the left bank were in those of the Aus- 
trians. Strong barricades were drawn 
across the bridges which imited the 
opposite sides of the river; and the 
Archduke, reduced by the orders of 
the Aulic Council and the catastrophe 
in Suabia to a melancholy defensive, 
was strengthening with field-works the 
celebrated position of Caldiero, the im- 
portance of which had been so strongly 
felt in former campaigns, when Mas- 
sena, stimulated by the orders of the 
Emperor, and the accounts he was 
daily receiving of the advance of the 
grand army to the north of the Alps, 
resolved to commence operations. He 
accordingly denounced the armistice 
which had been agreed on till the 18th 
October, and in the night pi^ceding 
arrived ^lone in Verona, where pre- 
parations had for some time past been 
secretly making for forcing the bridges 
and gaining the entire command of tiie 
river at that point. 

74. At midnight, on the night of the 
18th, after removing, with as little 
noise as possible, their own barricades 
on the bridge, the French attached a 
petard to the strong barrier of separa- 
tion, and at daybreak, while a violent | 



cannonade at other points distracted 
the attention of the enemy, the explo- 
sion took place, and the obstacle was 
thrown down. It displayed, however, 
a yawning gulf behind it, where the 
bridge had been cut by the Imperialists. 
But this proved only a momentary ob- 
stacle to the French soldiers. Some 
cast themselves into boats, and rowed 
across the stream; others brought 
planks, and hastily threw them over 
the opening ; the barricades at the op* 
posite end were speedily forced; and, 
under cover of a thick fog, which sig- 
nally favoured their operations, the 
intrenchments on the opposite side 
were stormed, and the combat con- 
tinued, from street to street and from 
house to house, till night. A violent 
storm then separated the combatants, 
when, although the Austrians still held 
their forts in the town, the passage was 
secured to the French, a UU-d^pont 
established, and three battalions left 
intrenched on the left bank of the 
stream. This operation was a master- 
piece of skill, secresy, and resolution, 
on the part of the Fi*ench general : it 
cost the Austrians two thousand men, 
and, what was of still greater impor- 
tance, gave their antagonists the com- 
mand of the passage with the loss of 
little more than half that number. 

75. Conceiving himself threatened 
with a speedy attack in consequence 
of this audacious and fortunate enters 
prise, the Archduke lost no time in 
making preparations to repel it. The 
position of Caldiero, already strong, 
was rendered almost impregnable. Its 
line of rocky heights, extending from 
the foot of the Alps to the shores of 
the Adige, strengthened in every ac- 
cessible point by redoubts, intrench- 
ments, and palisades, seemed to defy 
attack; while the natural advantages 
of the ground, broken bv clifEs, woods, 
and vineyards, from wnich even the 
arms of Napoleon had recoiled, ap- 
peared to oppose an invincible barrier 
to the further advance of the French 
troops. Massena remained inactive 
from the 18th to the 29th October; 
but, having then received intelligence 
of the astonishing successes of Napo- 
leon in the plains of Suabia, he re- 
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solved to resume the offenBive. But 
how to assail seventy thousand men, 
strongly intrenched, with a force not 
amounting to fifty thousand, was a pro- 
blem which even the genius of the con- 
queror of Zurich might find it diffi- 
cult to solve. Nevertheless he resolved 
upon makingthe attempt. The triumph 
at Ulm was announced to the soldiers 
by a loud discharge of artillery in the 
evening of the 28th, and on the fol- 
lowing morning, before their exulta- 
tion had subsided, he made his dispo- 
sitions for attack. To assail such a 
position, guarded by an army superior 
to his own, in fronts was a desperate 
enterprise; but the French general con- 
ceived that, by bringing the bulk of 
his forces to his own left) he might 
turn the Imperialists by the moun- 
tains, and compel them to lose all the 
labour they had employed in strength- 
ening it. Massena himself, with two 
divisions, was to engage the enemy's 
attention by a feigned attack and loud 
cannonade in front of the position; 
while y erdier, at the head of the right 
wing, was to cross the Adige below 
Verona, and endeavour to turn the 
Austrian left, and Molitor, with the 
lefty was to gain the mountains and 
threaten their right. Molitor made 
great progress on the first day, and 
Massena, with the centre, advanced al- 
most to the foot of the enemy's in- 
trenchments; but after the most gal- 
lant efforts, they were driven back 
before night to their own ground in 
front of Verona, while Verdier, on the 
right, confined himself to a heavy firing 
along the line of the Adige. 

76. On the following day, however, 
the French dispositions were more 
completely carried into effect. Their 
centre, issuing in great strength from 
Verona, carried all the villages occu- 
pied by the Imperial light troops, and 
arrived at the foot of the formidable 
redoubts of Caldiero; while Molitor 
gallantly advanced against the almost 
impregnable heights on their right, and 
Verdier made the utmost efforts to 
effect his passage on the lower part of 
the river. But all the endeavours of 
the latter were unsuccessful ; and 
though his movements and threaten- 



ing aspect detained a considerable por- 
tion of the Imperialists on the Lower 
Adige, the contest was almost confined 
to the centre and left wing. Confident 
in the strength of their extreme right, 
and indignant at the idea of being as- 
sailed by inferior forces in their in- 
trenchments, the Austrians deployed 
in great masses from their centre and 
left, and gallantly engaged their anta- 
gonists in the plain. A terrible combat 
ensued. The heads of the Imperial 
columns were repeatedly swept away 
by the close and well-directed dis- 
chaige of the French artillery ; while 
the French, when they impetuously 
followed up their successes, were, in 
their turn, as rudely handled by the 
heavy fire of the Austrian redoubts. 
The heat of the battle took place round 
the village of Caldiero, which was 
speedily encumbered with dead. Mas- 
sena and the Archduke themselves 
charged at the head of their respective 
reserves, and exposed their persons 
like the meanest soldiers ; but all the 
efforts of the French were unable to 
overcome the steady valour of the Ger- 
mans. Several of Molitor's divisions 
on the French left penetrated to the 
foot of the redoubts, and more than 
one battalion actually reached their 
summit; but they were there instantly 
cut to pieces by the point-blank dis- 
charge of the Imperial cannon, rapidly 
turned against them from the a^oin- 
ing intrenchments. At length night 
closed on this scene of slaughter, but 
not before four thousand brave men 
were lost to both parties, without either 
being able to boast of a decided advan- 
tage; for if the French had broken 
several columns of Imperial infantry, 
and made twelve hundred prisoners, 
they had suffered at least as much, 
and the redoubtable intrenchments 
were still in the hands of their anta- 
gonists. 

77. On the following morning, Mas- 
sena renewed the combat with greater 
prospect of success. On the preceding 
evening, Verdier had at length suc- 
ceeded in throwing across two bat- 
talions, which were arrested by the 
Austriau columns in the marshes ad- 
joining the river ; but at daybreak they 
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wen raiiiforoad by a irfaole di^inon, 
and adyanoed, oombating all the way, 
on the dikes idueh nm up from the 
Adige to the Amtrian pontion. Soon 
a bridge was oompletedy and the whole 
right wing craned orer, which, follow- 
ing up the refeiriiig oolnmne of the Im- 
perialista, was at length stopped by the 
redoubt of Chiayeoo del Chrato, which 
in this quarter fonned the key of their 
position, and, if taken, would have 
drawn after it the loss of the battla 
Sensihle of its importance, Yerdier 
made the utmost efforts to cany this 
intrenchment, but the gaUantry of the 
defence was equal to that of the at- 
tack. General Nordmann, who com- 
manded the Austrians, saw all the can- 
noneers killed by his side;, end was him- 
self struck down ; but his place was 
instantly taken by Goubt Collobkdo, 
afterwards one of the most distingniah- 
ed of the Imperial generals, who con- 
tinued the stubborn defence till the 
Archduke, by bringing up fresh troops, 
succeeded in disengaging this band of 
heroes. Yerdier was now assailed, in 
his tun, at once in front and both 
flanks ; his corps was at length forced 
bai^ he himself severely wounded; 
and such were the losses of the French 
in this quarter, that it was with diffi- 
culty that they maintained themselTes 
on tiie left bank of the Adige.* 

78. But notwithstanding this suc- 
cess, the Archduke was already pre- 
paring a retreat The Archduke John 
had arrived at his headquarters, and 
brought with him a complete confir- 
mation of the intelligence regarding the 
disasters in Germany, which had al- 
ready circulated in obscure rumours 
through his army. It was no longer 
possible to think of preserving Italy; 
the heart of the empire was laid open, 
and it was necessary to hasten to the 
protection ofthe menaced capital The 

* We have the best possible evidenoe, that 
of Napoleon himself^ that these murderous 
actioDB terminated upon tike whole to the 
advantage of the Austrians. "The Archduke 
Charles," says he, " had gahied considerable 
advantases over Hassene at Caldiero; in 
effect, iSxe Prince of Bssling vna beaten." 
The Archduke spoke of the action with his 
accustomed modesty and trutii in his official 
despatches. — NAPOLXONin Montb. ii. 108 and 
116 ; and Habd. tUL 4W. 



better to disguise his'movement^ he 
made prepa r a t jons as if for resoming 
the offensiTe^ and sereral strong corps 
were pushed forward into the moun- 
tains toward the French left^ and some 
detachments already appeared in the 
rocky ridges between iJie Adige and 
the lake of Qarda. Alarmed at this 
moTement^ Massena stood on the de- 
fansiTe, and concentrated his forces in 
front of Verona ; but while he was in 
houriy expectation of an attack, the 
Archduke had caused all his heavy 
cannon and baggage to defile towards 
the rear, and when the French videttes 
approached the intrenchments which 
had been so obstinately contested, 
they found them stripped of artillery, 
guuded only by a few of the enemy's 
rBsiguardL 

79. Massena's whole army instantly 
broke up and advanced in pursuit^ but 
the Imperialists had gained a fall march 
upon Uiem. The whole artillery and 
baggage had already defiled by one road 
in admirable order ; dense columns of 
inGtmtry, interspersed between them, 
covered their moyements, and a strong 
reaignard, under Qeneral Frimont^ pre- 
sented a menacing front to the pur- 
suers. The excessive fintigue of the 
troops, however, rendered some repose 
neoeasaiy ; and for this purpose, as well 
as to gain time for his immense array 
of carriages to defile in his rear, the 
Archduke resolyed to hold firm in the 
neighbourhood of Yioensa, which is 
surrounded by an old wall flanked with 
towers, and by its position on the Ba> 
chigUone, the stream of which was ren- 
dered impassable by floods, command- 
ed the only line either for the retreat 
of the Qermans or the pursuit of the 
French. There he continued, aeoord- 
^t^Jt yi^ a powerful rearguard, in 
battie array, the whole of the dd No- 
vember, and, on the following nighty 
leaving Yogekang with four battalions 
in the town, he continued his retreat 
in the most leisurely manner. That 
intrepid rearguard, with heroio firm- 
ness, continued to make good the post^ 
despite equally the menaces and as- 
saults of Massena, till daybreak on the 
4th, and then withdrew in peifect 
safety to the left bank of the river, 
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having afforded, by their admirable 
steadiness, time for the park of artil- 
lery to gain a march on the other 
troops, and for the two wings under 
Rosenberg and Dayidowich to unite 
themselves to the centre of the army. 
It was no ordinary skill on the part of 
the general, and steadiness on that of 
the soldiers, which could, in the pre- 
sence of a pursuing enemy, commanded 
by such an' officer as Massena, secure 
the safe retreat of seventy thousand 
men by a single defile and bridge, who 
had been a few hours before scattered 
over a line of fif temi leagues in breadth, 
immediately after a bloody battle of 
three days' duration. 

80. From Yicenza the Archduke 
retired by forced marches through 
the rich and watered plains of the 
Brenta and Piave towards the moun- 
tains of Friuli, separating himself al- 
together from Venice, into which he 
threw a strong garrison of eighteen 
battalions. When he arrived on the 
Tagliamento he halted for a day, and 
sustained a severe combat with the 
French advanced guard, in order to 
gain time to receive the information 
which was to decide him whether to 
march by Tarvis and Villach, to unite 
his forces with those of the Archduke 
John in the neighbourhood of Salz- 
bourg, or to proceed by the direct 
route through Laybach toward Vienna. 
The disastrous intelligence, however, 
which he there received of the total 
wreck of General Slack's army, ren- 
dered it necessary to continue his re- 
treat as rapidly as possible by the latter 
of these routes to Vienna. Skilfully 
availing himself of every obstacle which 
the swollen waters of that stream, as 
well as the Piave and the Izonzo, could 
afford, he conducted his march with 
such ability, that though it lay through 
narrow defiles and over mountains 
charged with the snows of winter, no 
serious loss was sustained, nor were 
the spirits of the soldiers weakened, 
before they descended, in unbroken 
strength, into the valley of the Drave 
and the streams which make their way 
to the great artery of the Danube. 

81. Meanwhile Napoleon, whose ge- 
nius never appeared more strongly than 



in the vigour with which, by separate 
columns, he followed up a beaten army, 
was pursuing with indefatigable activ- 
ity the broken columns of the Aus- 
trian troops, without neglecting any of 
the precautions which he never failed 
to adopt to insure his communications 
and provide for his supplies. Qreat 
magazines were formed at Ulm, Augs- 
burg, and on the Le^ph, and troops sta- 
tioned in positions so fortified as to be 
beyond the reach of a coup-de-main. On 
the 24th of October he arrived at Mu- 
nich, where he was received with eveiy 
imaginable demonstration of joy, and 
a general illumination attested the uni- 
versal transports. Augsbuig was made 
the grand depdt of the army; while the 
leading corps, under Bemadotte, Ba- 
voust, Murat, and Marmont, pressed 
on in ceaseless march towards the He- 
reditary States. Speedily the Iser was 
XMtssed : the French eagles were borne 
in exultation through the forest of 
Hohenlinden, and nothing arrested 
their march till they reached the rocky 
banks of the Inn, and appeared before 
the fortress of Braunau. At the same 
time. Marshal Ney, who had remained 
at Ulm, in terms of the capitulation, 
till the 25th October, received orders 
to move with his whole corps upon the 
Tyrol, in order to dear the vast na- 
tural fortress which that district com- 
poses of the enemy's forces ; while Au- 
gereau's corps, which, having broken 
up from Brest, had latest come to the 
scene of action, and had recently cross- 
ed the Rhine at Huningen, was pushed 
forward by forced marches to menace 
the western frontier of that romantic 
province. 

82. While disasters were thus ac- 
cumulating on all sides upon the Aus- 
trian monarchy, the cabinet of Vienna 
did their utmost to repair the fatal 
blow which had so nearly prostrated 
the whole strength of the state. How 
to arrest the terrible enemy who was 
pouring in irresistible force and with 
such rapidity down the valley of the Da- 
nube, was the great difficulty. Courier 
after courier was despatched to the 
Archduke Charles, to hasten the march 
of his army to the scene of danger ; the 
Archduke John was directed to evacu- 
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ate the Tyrol, and endeaTour to unite 
his forces to those of his brother to 
corer the capital; the levies in Htin- 
gaiy and Lower Austria were pressed 
forward with aU possible rapidity ; and 
the Emperor himself, after issuing an 
animating prodamatdon to the inhabi- 
tants of Vienna,* set out in person to 
hold a conference with the Russian 
general, Kutuso£f, who was advancing 
with the utmost rapidity, concerning 
the best means of arresting the march 
of the enemy. But when he arrived at 
the headquurters of the latter, the ex- 
tent of the danger became apparent. 
The remnant of the Austrian army, 
under Meerfeld and Keinmayer, which 
had joined him, hardly amounted to 
twenty thousand men ; his own troops 
hitherto come up were not thirty thou- 
sand; and how was it possible, with 
such inconsiderable forces, to withstand 
Napoleon at the head of a himdred and 
fif^ thousand combatants? It was 
therefore resolved to abandon the line 
of the Inn and retire towards Vienna, 
afber breaking down all the bridges 
over the numerous streams which feU 
into the Danube, and lay across the 

* *'The Emperor of France has compeUed 
me to take up arms. To his ardent desire of 
military achievements, his passion to be re- 
corded in history under the title of a con- 
queror, the limits of France, already so much 
enlarged and defined by sacred treaties, still 
appear too narrow. He wishes to concentrate 
in his own hands all the interests upon which 
depends the balance of Europe. Far flrom 
attacking the throne of the Emperor of 
Fxvmoe, and keeping steadily in view the 
preservation of peace, which we so publicly 
and sincerely stated to be our only wish, we 
declared, in the presence of all Europe, 'That 
we would in no event interfere in the inter- 
nal concerns of France, nor make any altera- 
tion in the new constitution which Gfermany 
received after the peace of Lun^ville. ' Peace 
and independence were the only objects which 
we wished to attain ; no ambitious views, no 
intention such as that since ascribed to me, 
of subjugating Bavaria, had any share in our 
counsels. But the sovereign of France, to- 
tally re^rardless of the general tranquillity, 
listened not to these overtures. Wholly ab- 
sorbed in himself, and occupied only with 
the display of his own greatness and omni- 
potence, he collected all his force, compelled 
Holland uid the Elector of Baden to join him, 
whilst his secret ally, the Elector Palatine, 
false to his sacred promise, voluntarily de- 
livered himself up to him ; violated in the 
most insulting manner the neutrality of the 



line of march, so as to impede the ene- 
my's advance, and effect a junction with 
the Russian reserves which were ap- 
proaching under Benningsen and the 
Grand-duke Constantine, or the gallant 
army which was hastening to the scene 
of danger under the Archduke Charles. 
83. But while everything seemed 
thus to smile upon Napoleon in the 
south of Germany, a storm was arising 
in the north which menaced him with 
destruction. The cabinet of Berlin 
had taken umbrage to an extent which 
could hardly have been anticipated, 
and which was greatly beyond the 
amount of the injury inflicted, at the 
violation of the territory of Anspach. 
It was not the mere march of a French 
corps through a detached portion of 
their dominions which occasioned this 
feeling of irritation ; it was the secret 
consciousness that the insult was de- 
served, which had envenomed the 
wound. For ten years Prussia had 
flattered herself that, by keeping aloof, 
she would avoid the sterm ; that she 
would succeed in turning the desperate 
strife between France and Austria te 
her own benefit, by enlaiging her teni- 

Eing of Fnissia at the very moment that he 
had given the most solemn promises to re- 
spect it : and by these violent proceedings he 
succeeded in surrounding and cutting off a 
part of the troops which I had ordered to 
take a position on the Danube and the Iller. 
I am tranquil and at ease in the midst of 
twenty-five millions of my suttJects, equally 
dear to my heart and house. With fortitude 
the Austrian monarchy has arisen from eveiy 
storm which menaced it during the preced- 
ing centuries. Its intrinsic vigour is still 
imdecayed. There still exists in the breasts 
of those good and loyal men, for whose pros- 
perity and tranquillity I combat, that ancient 
patriotic spirit which is ready to make every 
sacrifice, ana to dare everything to save what 
must be saved, — ^their throne and their inde- 
pendence, the national honour and the na- 
tional prosperity. From the spirit of patriot- 
ism on the part of my sul:ti^ts, I expects with 
a proud and tranquil confidence, everything 
that is great and good ; but above all things 
unanimity, and a quick, firm, and courage- 
ous cO'Operation in every measure that shall 
be ordered, to keep the rapid strides of the 
enemy off from ourfirontier until those nume- 
rous and powerfiil auxiliaries can act, which 
mv exalted ally, the Emperor of Russia, and 
od^er powers, have destined to combat for 
the liberties of Europe, and the security of 
thrones and of nations." — Ann. Reg. 180 j^ 
713. 
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toty and augmenting her consideration 
in the north of Germany ; and hitherto 
Bttccess had, in a Bm*pri8ing manner, 
attended her steps. At once all her 
prospecta vanished, and it became ap- 
parent> even to her own ministers, that 
this vacillating policy was ultimately 
to be as dangerous as it had already 
been discreditable. So far from hav- 
ing increased the respect with which she 
was regarded, it was now plain that 
she had entirely lost it ; and a power 
which, under the guidance of the Great 
Frederick, had stepped forth as the 
arbiter of the nortii of Germany, was 
now treated with the indifference and 
neglect which is the bitterest ingre- 
dient in the cup of the vanquished. 
The veil suddenly dropped from the 
eyes of her ministers : they now dis- 
tinctly perceived that, instead of secu- 
rity, they had reaped only danger from 
former submissions ; and that> as a re- 
ward for so long a period of forbear^ 
ance, they could look only, like Ulysses, 
for the melancholy satisfaction of being 
last devoured. Under the influence of 
these feelings, the resolution of the 
cabinet was violently shaken. The 
King openly inclined to hostile mea- 
sures, while the indignation of the 
nation knew no bounds. Prince Louis, 
whose rash and inconsiderate, though 
vehement andgenerous, character could 
ill brook the long inactivity of the 
Prussian aims, publicly and on all 
occasions gave vent to his desire for 
war ; the popularity of the Queen rose 
almost to idolatry; the consideration 
of Haugwitz, the great maintainer of 
the temporising system, rapidly sank, 
and all eyes were turned to Baron 
Hardenberg, whose resolute counsels to 
adopt a more manly policy had been 
long known, as the only minister fit» 
at such a crisis, to be intrusted with 
the direction of afifaira. 

84. Matters were in this inflammable 
state when the Emperor Alexander 
arrived at Berlin, and employed the 
whole weight of his great authority, 
and all the charms of his captivating 
manners, to induce the King to embrace 
■a more manly and courageous policy. 
Under the action of so many concur- 
ring causes, the Fi'ench influence 



rapidly declined ; Duroc left the oaLpi- 
tal on the 2d November, without hav- 
ing been able to obtain an audience 
for some days previously, either from 
the King or Emperor ; and on the day 
following, a secret convention was 
signed between the two monarchs for 
the regulation of the affairs of Eui'ope, 
and the erection of a barrier against 
the ambition of the French Emperor. 
By this convention it was stipulated, 
that the treaty of Lun^ville was to be 
taken as the basis of the arrangement, 
and all the acquisitions which France 
had since made were to be wrested 
from it; Switzerland and Holland 
were to be restored to their indepen- 
dence, and, without overturning the 
kingdom of Italy, it was to be merdy 
agreed that its throne and that of 
JBVance were never to be occupied by 
the same individual Haugwitz was 
to be intrusted with the notification of 
this convention to Napoleon, with au- 
thority, in case of its acceptance, to 
offer a renewal of the former friendship 
and alliance of the Prussian nation, 
but in case of refusal, to declare war, 
with an intimation that hostilities 
would be commenced on the 15th De- 
cember. 

85. . The conclusion of this conven- 
tion was followed by a scene as remark- 
able as it was romantic, and which was 
ultimately attended by consequences 
of the highest importance to the des- 
tinies of Europe. When they signed 
it, both the potentates were fully aware 
of the perilous nature of the enterprise 
on which they were adventuring; as 
the Archduke Anthony had arrived 
two days before with detailed accounts 
of the disastrous result of the combats 
around Ulm. Inspired with a full 
sense of the dangers of the war, the 
ardent and chivalrous mind of the 
Queen conceived the idea of uniting 
the two sovereigns by a bond more 
likely to be durable than the mere 
alliances of cabinets with each other. 
This was to bring them together at the 
tomb of the Great Frederick, where it 
was hoped the solemnity and recollec- 
tions of the scene would powerfiilly 
contribute to cement their union. The 
Emperor, who was desirous of visiting 
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the mausoleum of that illustriouB hero, 
accordingly repaired to the church of 
the garrison of Potsdam, where his re- 
mains are deposited, and at midnight 
the two monarchs proceeded together 
by torchlight to the hallowed grave. 
Uncovering when he approached the 
spot, the Emperor kissed the pall, and 
taking the hand of the King of Prussia 
as it lay on the tomb, they swore an 
eternal friendship to each other, and 
bound themselves, by the most solemn 
oaths, to maintain their engagements 
inviolate in the great contest for Euro- 
pean independence in which they were 
embarked. A few hours after, Alex- 
ander departed for' Galida, to assame 
in person the commsnd of the army 
of reserve, which was advandngthrough 
that province to the support of Eutus- 
o£F. Such was the origin of that great 
alliance, which, though often interrupt- 
ed by misfortune, and deeply oheckerad 
by disaster, was yet destined to be 
brought to so tiiumphant an issue, and 
ultimately wrought such wonders for 
the deliverance of Europe. 

86. It would have been well for 
the common cause, if, when Prussia 
had thus taken her party her cabinet 
had possessed resolution enough to 
have interfered at once and decidedly 
in the war : the disaster of Austerlitz, 
the catastrophe of Jena, would thereby, 
in all probability, have been prevented. 
But after the departure of the Em- 
peror, the old habit of temporising re- 
turned, and the precious moments, big 
with the fate of the world, were per- 
mitted to elapse without any opera- 
tions being alHiempted. Haugwitz did 
not set out from Potsdam till the 14th 
November ; the Prussian armies made 
no forwardmovement towards the Dan- 
ube, and Napoleon was permitted to 
continue, without interruption, his ad- 
vance to Vienna ; while eighty thou- 
sand disciplined veterans remained in- 
active in Silesia on his left flank — a 
force amply sufficient to have thrown 
him back with disgrace and disaster to 
the Rhine. Even the aiTival of Iiord 
Harrowby at Berlin, a few days after 
the departure of Haugwitz, with full 
powers and the offer of ample subsi- 
dies from Mr Pitt> could not prevail 



on the government to accelerate the 
commencement of active operations. 
Apparently the cabinet of Berlin were 
desirous of seeing what turn affairs 
were likely to take before they openly 
oommenced hostilities, forgetting that 
the irrevocable step, had already be^ 
taken — that Duroc, upon leaving their 
capital, had proceeded straight to the 
Emperoi^s headquarters on the Dan- 
ube; that the convention which had 
been concluded could not be kept a 
secret ; that Napoleon, in consequence, 
was made their determined foe, and 
that every hour now lost was adding 
to his means of selecting his own time 
for their fature destruction. 

87. There were not wanting, how- 
ever, numbers who openly counselled 
a bolder policy, and prophesied all the 
disasters which would ensue from con- 
tinuing longer their adherence to the 
procrastinating system. In a council 
of war, held at Potsdam, soon afber 
intelligence of the disasters at Ulm 
was received, the Duke of Brunswick 
ordered Colonel Massenbach, a young 
pupil of the celebrated Tempelhoff, 
to deliver his opinion on the present 
state of affairs. ** The armies are in 
presence of each other," said he, " a 
decisive battle must soon be fought. 
If Napoleon is beaten, his retreat 
through the Tyrol is secured by Mar- 
shal Ney's recent occupation of that 
province, and he will be beyond the 
reach of the Prussian forces. It is in- 
dispensable, therefore, that the Prus- 
sian army in Silesia should instantly 
march to the support of the Allies, 
and that a strong body should threaten 
Napoleon's communications with the 
Rhine, in order to compel him to di« 
vide his forces. If both these measures 
are not adopted, and the Russians are 
beat, all is lost" General Ruchel, 
however, an older officer, ridiculed the 
apprehensions of such a catastrophe ; 
and the Duke of Brunswick, with his 
wonted irresolution, broke up the coun- 
cil without having come to any deter- 
mination. 

88. But though Prussia was thxis in- 
active, Napoleon was not without very 
serious cause for anxiety in the north 
of Germany. A combined force of 
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British, Russians, and Swedes, thirty 
thousand strong, had recently disem- 
barked in Hanover, and the Prussian 
troops who occupied that electorate 
had offered no resistance — a sure proof 
of a secret understanding between the 
cabinet of Berlin and that of London, 
in Tirtue of which it was to be restor- 
ed to its rightful owners. The danger 
of an enemy in that quarter was very 
great, for the whole Fi'ench army of 
occupation had been withdrawn, with 
the exception of the garrison of Ha- 
meln ; and not only were its inhabi- 
tants warlike, and ardently attached to 
the British government, but there was 
every reason to apprehend that the 
flame, once lighted, might spread to 
Holland, where the partisans of the 
house of Orange had received an im- 
mense accession of strength from the 
calamities in which their country had 
been involvedfrom the French alliance. 
Hardly any regular troops remained to 
make head against these dangers ; but 
Napoleon contrived to paralyse the 
disaffected, by pompous announce- 
ments in the ifoniteur of the forma- 
tion of a powerful army of the north, 
of which his brother Louis, in the €rst 
instance, was to take the command, 
but which might soon expect to be 
graced by the presence of the Emperor 
himself. 

89. On his right flank. Marshal Ney 
was more successful in achieving the 
conquest of the Tyrol, and relieving 
him from all anxiety in regard to that 
important bulwark of the Austrian 
monarchy. This romantic region, so 
interesting from its natural beauties, 
the noble character of its inhabitants, 
and the memorable contest of which it 
was afterwards the theatre, will form 
the subject of a separate description 
hereafter, when the campaign of 1809 
is considered.* The imperious neces- 
sity to which the Austrian government 
was subjected, of withdrawing their 
forces from the Tyrol for the protec- 
tion of the capital, prevented it from 
becoming the theatre of any consider- 
able struggle at this time. Resolved 
to clear 3iese mountain fastnesses of 
the Imperial troops. Napoleon ordered 
* See ii0x^ Chap. lvux. 



Ney to advance from Ulm over the 
mountains which form the northern 
barrier of the valley of the Inn right 
upon Innspruck ; while a powerful Ba- 
varian division, which had already oc- 
cupied Salzbourg, advanced by the 
great road from that town by Reich" 
enthal, by the same capital, and men- 
aced Kulstein, the principal strong- 
hold on the eastern frontier of the 
province. Both invasions were suc- 
cessful General Deroy, commanding 
the Bavarian troops, wound in silence 
along the mai^gin of the beautiful lakes 
which lie at the foot of the rocky bar- 
rier which separates the province of 
Salzbourg from that of the Tyrol, and 
suddenly pushing up the steep ascent, 
amidst a shower of balls from the over- 
hanging cliffs and woods, which were 
filled with Tyrolese marksmen, carried 
the intrenchments and forts at their 
summit with matchless valour, fjod 
drove back the Imperialists, with the 
loss of five hundred prisoners, to the 
ramparts of Eufetein. The whole east- 
em defences of Tyrol were laid open 
by this bold irruption : the Imperial 
regulars retired over the mountains 
towards Leoben, while the Tyrolese 
levies were shut up under the cannon 
of Eufstein, which was soon block- 
aded. 

90. Contemporaneous with this at- 
tack on the eastern frontier of the pro- 
vince, Augereau moved forward from 
the neighbourhood of the lake of Con- 
stance, so as to threaten Feldkirch and 
its western extremity; while at the 
same time Marshal Ney advanced, at 
the head of ten thousand men, against 
the barrier of Schamitz, the ancient 
Porta Claudia, a celebrated mountain 
intrenchment which commands the di- 
rect mountain road from Bavaria to 
Innspruck, and was known to be almost 
impregnable on the only side from 
wMch it could to all appearance be 
assailed. An attack in front, though 
supported by all Ihe fire and impe- 
tuosity of the bravest of the French 
troops, was repulsed with very heavy 
loss. Success seemed utterly hopeless. 
But the genius of Marshal Ney at 
length overcame every obstacle. Di- 
viding his corps into three divisions. 
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he gDooeeded, with one commanded by 
LoiBon, in making himself master of 
the fort of Leitasch, in the rear of the 
intrenchments ; from whence his Tio- 
torions troops pressed on in two co- 
lumns to acale the predpioes which 
overhnng than on tiie sonthem side^ 
to the summit of which the peasants, 
as a place of undonbted secnrity, had 
remoTed their wives and children. The 
combat was longand donbtfiil : securely 
posted in the dUfb and thickets aboye, 
the Tyrolese marksmen kept up a 
deadly fire on the French troops, who, 
breathless and panting^ were dunber- 
ing up by the aid of the brushwood 
wlach nestled in the crevices, and of 
their bayonets thrust into the fissures 
of the rock. Fruitless, however, was 
all the valour of the defenders : in vain 
rocks and trunks of trees, thundering 
down the steep, swept off whole com- 
panies at once; as fast as they were 
destroyed others equally daring suc- 
ceeded them, and pressed with cease- 
less vigour up the entangled precipice. 
The summit was at length carried, and 
the French eagles, displayed from the 
edge of the perpendicular cliff in their 
rear, was the signal for the renewal of 
the attack on the intrenchments by 
the division stationed in their front. 
They were no longer tenable : a shower 
of balls from the heights behind, against 
which the Tyrolese had no defence, 
rendered it impossible either to man 
the works or stand to the guns. A 
panic seized the garrison ; they fled in 
confusion, and the victorious assailants, 
besides that of a mountain barrier 
hitherto deemed impregnable, had to 
boast of the capture of fifteen hundred 
prisoners. 

91. The immediate trophy of this 
victory was the capture of Innspruck, 
with sixteen thousand stand of arms.* 

* An interestlnff incident occurred at Inn- 
spruck. The 76tn French r^fiment had, in 
tne campaign of 17P9, loet two of its stan- 
dards. When walking in the arsenal of that 
town, one of its officers beheld them among 
the other warlike trophies of the Tyrolese. 
Instantly the intelligence spread that their 
lost ensigns were recovered, and the veterans, 
hastening in, kissed the tattered remnants, 
and wept for Joy at again beholding the for- 
mer companions of their glory. — Biokoh, 
iv. 381. 



The whole northern barrier of the Inn 
was abandoned; Qenoral Jellachich, 
who commanded in the western part 
of the Tyrol, retired to the intrendied 
camp of Fekikirch; while the Arch- 
duke John withdrew all his forces from 
the valley of the Inn and took post 
upon the Brenner, in the hope of rally- 
ing to his standard the corps in the 
eastern and western districts of the 
province before he commenced his final 
retreat into the Hereditary States. It 
was too late, however. Surrounded 
and cut off from all hope of succour, Jel- 
lachich, with five thousand men, was 
obliged tocapitulate at Feldkirch, upon 
condition of not serving for a year 
against France, and leaving all his arUl- 
lery to grace the triumph of the victors. 
The Archduke John, upon hearing of 
this catastrophe^ abandoned the crest 
of the Brennerduring the nighty and re- 
tired by Klagenfurtii to Cilly, where 
he effected a junction with his brother 
and the gallant army of Italy. But 
the Prince de Rohan was not equally 
fortunate. That gallant officer, who 
was stationed with six thousand men 
near Nauders and Finstermiinz, on the 
western frontier of the province, found 
himself by these disasters cut off from 
any support, and isolated among the 
enemy's colunms in the midst of the 
mountains of the Tyrol. Disdaining 
to capitulate, he formed the bold reso- 
lution of cutting his way through all 
the corps by which he was surrounded, 
and joining the garrison left in Venice. 
92. Considerable success at first at- 
tended his efforts. Descending the 
course of the Adige, he surprised and 
defeated Loison's division at Bolzano, 
and thus opened a way for himself by 
Trent and the defiles of the Brenta to 
the Italian plains. Already the moun- 
tains were cleared; Bassano was passed; 
and the wearied troops were joyfully 
wending their way across the levd 
fields to the shores of the Lagun8B,when 
they were met by St Cyr, who com- 
manded the forces stationed to observe 
Venice, and completely defeated at 
Oastel Franco. Dispirited by this dis- 
aster, and seeing no remaining means 
of escape, this gallant band, still five 
thousand strong, was obliged to lay 
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down its amis. At the same time the 
fortress of Ku&tein capitulated, on con- 
dition of the garrison being allowed to 
inarch back to the Hereditary States, 
which was readily agreed to. Thus, in 
little more than three weeks, not only 
were the Imperialists entirely driven 
from the Tyrol, long considered as the 
impregnable bulwark of the Austrian 
monarchy, garrisoned by twenty-five 
thousand regular troops, and at least 
an equal amount of well-trained T"i^i*:iftj 
bat more than half of the soldiers were 
made prisoners, and all the strongholds 
had passed into the hands of the enemy. 
Finding the reduction complete, Ney, 
before the end of November, marched 
with his whole forces to Salzbouiig to 
co-Operate with Massena, who was ap- 
proaching the same quarter, against 
the Archduke Charles; while Augereau 
withdrew to Ulm, to observe the mo- 
tions of Prussia, and the occupation of 
the Tyrol was committed to the Ba^ 
yarian troops. 

93. It was not inability to defend its 
passes which led to this rapid abandon- 
ment of that important province. Not- 
withstanding the disasters at Schamitz 
and Feldkirch, the Archduke John 
could still have maintained his ground 
among its rugged defiles, aided by the 
numerous warlike inhabitants, whose 
attachment to the House of Austria 
* had long been conspicuous. It was 
the pressing danger of the heart of the 
empire, and the paramount necessity 
of providing a covering force for the 
capital, which rendered it absolutely 
imperative to withdraw the regular 
forces. Napoleon's progress down the 
valley of the Danube became every day 
more alarming. The formidable bar- 
rier of the Inn was abandoned almost 
as soon as it was taken up : forty-five 
thousand men could not pretend to 
defend so long a line against a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand. The intrench- 
ments of Miihldorf, the ramparts of 
Braunau, armed as they were with 
artillery, were precipitat^y evacuated, 
and the Inn was crossed by the French 
battalions at all points. The advan- 
tages of the latter fortress appeared so 
considerable, that the French Emperor 
gave immediate orders for its conver- 



sion into the grand depot of the army. 
Meanwhile Murat, at the head of the 
cavalry and the advanced guard, con- 
tinued to press the retiring columns of 
the enemy : a skirmish in front of 
Mersbach, a more stubborn resistance 
near Lambach, at the passage of the 
Traun, while they evinced the obstinate 
valour of the enemy with whom they 
had now to contend, hardly retarded 
the march of the invaders an hour : 
the determined Opposition of the Auft* 
trians near the foot of the mountains, 
at the bridge of Steyer over the Ennfl, 
only delayed Marshal Davoust with 
the right wing of the army a day ; and 
at length the French headquarters were 
estabHshed on the shores of the blue 
waters of the Traun at Lintz, the capi- 
tal of Upper Austria. 

94. The Emperor profited by the 
two days' delay at Lintz, which thO 
destruction of the bridge at that place, 
and the necessity of giving some re- 
pose to the troops, occasioned, to give 
a new organisation to his army, with 
a view to the surrounding and destroy- 
ing of KutusofiTs corps. Four divi- 
sions of the army, amounting in all to 
twenty thousand men, were passed 
over to the left bank of the Danube^ 
and placed under the command of 
Marshal Mortier, who received instruc- 
tions to advance cautiously, with nu- 
merous videttes out in every direction, 
and always somewhat behind the corps 
of Lannes, which moved in advance of 
him on the right of the river. A flo- 
tilla was prepared to follow the army 
with provisions and stores down the 
sinuous course of the Danube; and 
such directions were giv^ to the nu- 
merous corps on its right bank, aa 
were best ccdoulated to insure the se- 
paration of the Russians from the 
Archduke Charles, and the ultimate 
destruction of both. Nor was it only 
in warlike prepai*ations that the Em- 
peror was engaged during his sojourn 
at Lintz. Duroc joined him there 
from Berlin, with accounts of the ac- 
cession of Prussia to the confederacy 
of Russia and England ; upon which 
he instantly directed the formation of 
an army of the north, under the com- 
mand of his brother Louis, composed 
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of six divisioiis : a force, as already 
mentioned, which, although eidsting 
on paper only, was likely to overawe 
the discontented powers in the north 
of Geimany. At the same time a 
Spanish auxiliary corps, twelre thou- 
sand strong, under a leader destined 
to renown in future times, the Mar- 
quis La Rohana, which was already 
on its march through France, was or- 
dered to hasten its advance, and follow 
toward the same direction. 

95. At Lintz ^e Emperor received 
also the Elector of Bavaria, who has- 
tened to that city to render him the 
homage due to the deliverer of his do- 
minions ; and on the same day Count 
Giulay arrived with proposals for an 
armistice with a view to a general 
peace. The ruined condition of the 
army which had escaped from thedis- 
lister of Ulm, the general consterna- 
tion which prevailed, the distance at 
which the principal Russian forces still 
were placed, and the imminent danger 
that the capital, with its magnificent 
arsenals, would immediately fall into 
the hands of the invaders, had prevail- 
ed in the Austrian cabinet over their 
long-continued jealousy of France. 
Napoleon received the envoy courte- 
ously ; buty after observing that it was 
not to a conqueror at the head of two 
hundred thousand men that proposals 
should be addressed from a beaten 
army unable to defend a single posi- 
tion, sent him back with a letter to 
the Emperor containing the conditions 
on which he was wiUing to treats 
These were, that the Russians should 
forthwith evacuate the Austrian terri- 
tory, and retire into Poland, that the 
levies in Hungary should be instantly 
disbanded, and the Tyrol and Venice 
ceded to the French dominions. If 
these terms were not agreed to, he de- 
clared he would continue, without an 
hour^s intermission, his march towards 
Vienna. 

96. These rigorous terms were suffi- 
cient to convince the Allies that they 
had no chance of salvation but in a 
vigorous prosecution of the contest. 
The most pressing entreaties, there- 
fore, were despatched to the Russian 
headquarters to hasten the advance of 



their reserves; while a- strong rear- 
guard took post at Amstetten, to .give 
time for the main body and artillery 
to complete their march without con- 
fusion through the narrow defile of the 
Danube. A bloody conflict ensued 
there between that heroic rear-guard 
and the French advanced column, un- 
der Oudinot, and the cavalry of Murat; 
in which, although the Allies were 
ultimately forced to retreat before the 
increasing multitude of the enemy,* 
they long stood their ground with the 
utmost resolution, and gained time for 
the army in their rear to arrive at the 
impoiiiant rocky ridge behind St Pol- 
ten, the last defensible position in front 
of Vienna, and which covered the junc- 
tion of the lateral road running from 
Italy through Leoben with the great 
route down the valley of the Danube 
to the capital. To wrest this impor- 
tant position from the enemy, the right 
wing of the army, sixty thousand 
strong, under Davoust) Marmont, and 
Bemadotte, was directed through the 
mountains on the right, to turn their 
left flank ; Murat, Lannes, and Gudi- 
not, with the French left, of above 
fifty thousand combatants, manoeuvred 
on their right ; while the Emperor in 
person, at the head of the corps of 
Soult and the Imperial Guard, was 
destined to strike the decisive blows 
in the centre. But the Allies, until 
the arrival either of the Russian main 
body, or of the Archduke Charles, 
were in no condition to withstand such 
formidable forces ; either of the ene- 
my's wings greatly outnumbered then* 
whole army. Kutusoff, therefore, de- 
cided with reason that it had become 
indispensable to abandon the capital ; 
and that, by withdrawing his forces to 
the left bank of the river, he would 

* A rem£p*kable instance of courage oc- 
curred here on the part of a French cannon- 
eer. The Russian cuirassiers, by a gallant 
charge along the high-road, had seized a bat- 
tery of horse-artillery which was firing grape 
at them within half musket-shot, and sabred 
most of the gunners.' One of them, however, 
though wounded, contrived to crawl to his 
piece, and putting the match to the touch- 
hole, dischaived it right among the enemy's 
horsemen, with sudi decisive effect that the 
whole squadron turned and fled.— Dumas^ 
XUL 303, 304. 
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both relieve them from a pursuit which 
could not fail in the end to be attend- 
ed with disaster, and draw nearer to 
the reinforcements advancing under 
Buxhowden, which might enable them 
. to renew the conflict on a footing of 
equality. 

97. Skilfully concealing, therefore, 
his intention from the enemy, he ra- 
pidly moved his whole army across the 
Danube at Mautem, over the only 
bridge which traverses that river be- 
tween Lintz and Vienna, and having 
burned its eight-and-twenty arches of 
wood behind him, succeeded for some 
days at least in throwing an impassable 
barrier between his wearied troops and 
their indefatigable pursuers. Arrived 
at St Polten, the French found it oc- 
cupied only by light Austrian troops, 
who retired as they advanced. No 
force capable of axresting them any 
longer remained on the road to Vienna; 
and their light infantry, eagerly push- 
ing forward, on the following day 
reached Burkersdorf, within four 
leagues of the capital* About the 
same time Davoust, while toiling with 
infinite difficulty among the rocky and 
wooded Alpine ridges which form the 
romantic southern valley of the Da- 
nube, came imexpectedly on the rear- 
guard of Meerfelt, whicl^ unsuspicious 
of evil, was pursuing its course in a 
southerly direction, by a cross road, to 
avoid the pursuit of Marmont. Sud- 
denly assailed, it was pierced through 

* When trayelling on the road to yienna> 
in the uniform of a colonel of chasseura, 
which he commonly wore, Napoleon met a 
carriage containing a priest and an Aus^an 
lady in great distress. He stopped and in- 
quired into the cause of her lamentations. 
" Sir," said she, " I am on my way to demand 
protection from the Emperor, who is well 
acquainted with m^ family, and has received 
from it many obligations. My house has 
been pillaged, and my gardener killed, by 
bis soldiers." — *• Your name ? " replied he. — 
"De Bunny, daughter of M. de Marbosuf^ 
formerly governor of Corsica." — "I am 
dharraed," rejoined Napoleon, "to have the 
means of serving you. I am the Emperor." 
The astonishment of the fair suppliant may 
easily be conceived. She was sent to head- 
quarters, attended by a detachment of chas- 
seurs of the Guard, treated with the greatest 
distinction, and sent back highly gratified 
by the reception she had met wiui.— Bapp, 
64, M. 



the centre, and thrown into such con- 
fusion, that the fugitives escaped only 
by dispersing in the neighbouring 
woods and mountains, leaving three 
thousand prisoners and sixteen pieces 
of cannon in the hands of the enemy. 
Napoleon himself took up his head- 
quarters at the magnificent abbey of 
Molk, the romantic domes of which, 
overhanging the river, form so striking 
a feature in the landscape, and where 
he found great supplies of provisions 
and resources for the wounded. 

98. But while these great advan- 
tages were attending the standards of 
Napoleon on the right bank of the Da- 
nube, an unwonted disaster, nearly at- 
tended with fatal consequences, befell 
his forces on the left Murat, at the 
head of the advanced guard of the grand 
army, had pressed on with his wonted 
ardour to the neighbourhood of Vi- 
enna, in so precipitate a manner as 
drew forth a severe reproof from the 
French Emperor ; who was well aware 
that) divided as his troops were by so 
great a stream, the most imminent 
danger attended those on the left bank 
from any unguarded movement, now 
that the Russians had wholly passed 
over to that side. The catastrophe 
which he apprehended was not long of 
arriving. Mortier, following the or- 
ders which he had received, which 
were to keep nearly abreast of, though 
a little behind, the colunms on the 
right bank, was intent only upon in- 
flicting loss upon the Russian troops, 
which he knew had passed the river, 
and conceived to be flying across his 
line of march from the Danube to- 
wards Moravia. As he was eagerly 
emei^g from the defiles of Durren- 
stein, between the Danube and the 
rocky hills which there approach the 
river, beneath the towers of the castle 
where Richard Coeur^de-Lion was once 
immured, he came upon the Russian 
rear^ guard under Milarado vitch, posted 
in fr^nt of Stein, on heights command- 
ing the only road by which he could 
advance,, and supported by a powerful 
artillery. The French general instant- 
ly commenced the attack at break of 
day, though little more than the divi- 
sion of Gazan had emeiged from the 
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formidable defile in his rear. The 
combat soon became extremely warm ; 
fireeh troops arrived on both sides : the 
^prenadiers fought man to man with 
undaimted resolution, and it was still 
■doubtful which party would prevail in 
the murderous strife, when towards 
noon intelligence arrived that the di- 
vision of Doctoroff was approaching. 
This force, ably conducted by the 
Austrian general, Smith, who was per- 
fectly acquainted with the country, 
had, by a circuitous mai*ch through 
the hilLs, reached Mortier's rear, and 
already occupied Diirreustein and the 
sole line of his communications. Thus, 
while the French marshal was fully 
engaged in front, his retreat was cut 
off, and with a single division of his 
corps he found himself enveloped by 
the whole Russian army. 

99. Mortier instantly perceived that 
nothing but an immediate attack on 
Doctoroff's division, so as to clear the 
road in his rear, and permit the re- 
mainder of his corps to advance to 
his assistance, could save him from de- 
struction. He had an hour before 
gone back in person to the division of 
Dupont, which was the next that was 
coming up, in order to hasten its march ; 
and it was with great difficulty that, 
pursuing a devious path through the 
overhanging slopes, he succeeded in re- 
gaining the division of Gazan, now hard 
pressed both in front and rear. Form- 
ing his troops in close column, he ad- 
vanced against Doctoroff, with the de- 
termination to force his way through 
at the point of the bayonet, or perish 
in the attempt. In sUence, but with 
undaunted resolution, they advanced 
to the mouth of the terrible defile they 
had passed in the morning, little anti- 
cipating such a disaster; but they 
found the bottom of the ravine filled 
with dense masses of the enemy, while 
the river on one side, and the walls of 
rock on the other, precluded all hope 
of turning them on either side. Com- 
pelled to combat both in front and 
rear, they made but little progress. 
Incessant discharges mowed down their 
ranks, and destruction seemed inevi- 
table, when the sound of a distant can- 

TOL. VI. 



nonade from the farther extremity of 
the pass revived the hope that succour 
was approaching. It proved to be the 
division of Dupont, which, fully aware 
of the imminent danger of the general, 
was advancing with all imaginable haste 
to his succour, and was already en- 
gaged with the rear of Doctoroff's 
division, which gallantly faced about 
to repel them. 

100. This extraordinaiy conflict con- 
tinued till nightfall with unparalleled 
resolution on both sides. The com- 
batants, in the dai*k or by the light of 
the moon, continued the strife; the 
whole defile resounded with the inces- 
sant roar of fire-arms; while the an- 
cient Qothic towers which once held in 
chains the hero of the crusades, were 
illuminated by the frequent dischaiges 
of artillery which flashed through the 
gloom at their feet. GraduaQy, how- 
ever, Qazan's division was broken; up- 
wards of two-thirds of their number 
had fallen; three eagles were taken; 
and Mortier himself, whose lofty sta- 
ture made him conspicuous, being re- 
peatedly intermingled with the Russian 
grenadiers, owed his safety to the vigour 
and dexterity with whicn he wielded 
his sabre. His officers, desirous of pre- 
venting BO brilliant a prize from fall- 
ing into the hands of the enemy, be- 
sought him to get on board a bark on 
the river, and make his way to the 
other side, but the brave muvhal re- 
fused to leave his comrades.* This he- 
roic constancy at length received its 
reward. The distant fire was heard to 
be sensibly approaching; it was Du- 
pont, who, forcing his way with daunt- 
less courage through the defile, was 
gradually compelling Doctoroff to give 
ground before him, while the latter 
now in his turn found himself between 
two fires. The brave Smith, at the 
head of the Russian column, was killed 
by a discharge of grape-shot, at the mo- 

• "No," said he, "reserve that resource 
for the wounded. One who has the honour 
to command such brave soldiers should 
esteem himself too happyto share their lot 
and perish with them. We have still two 
guns and some boxes of grape-shot ; we are 
almost at Dllrrenstein ; let us dose our ranks 
and make a last effort."— Dumas, xiv. 14. 

H 
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ment when lie was making a dedsiye 
charge on the remains of Gazan's divi- 
sion. The French, who had exhausted 
all their ammunition, were roused by 
the cheers of their deliverers, which 
were now distinctly heard, to tiy a last 
effort with the bayonet. Assailed both 
in front and rear, Doctoroff 'a division 
was driven up a lateral valley, which 
afforded them the means of escape; 
and, amidst the ones of '' France 1 
France 1 you have saved us !" the ex- 
hausted grenadiers of Gazan threw 
themselves into the arms of their com- 
rades. 

101. This untoward affair gave sin- 
gular vexation to Napoleon. It was 
not the mere loss of three thousand 
men, which in so mighty a host was 
of little consequence; tiiat of the Allies 
had amounted to two-thirds of that 
number; and his could easily be re- 
paired. It was the blot on his arms, 
the derangement of the plans of the 
campaign, which was the source of his 
annoyance. Mortier on the day after 
the battle esteemed himself forfcunate 
in being able, by the aid of the French 
flotilla on the Danube, to make his way 
across the river with his whole corps, 
leaving the lefb bank entirely in Uie 
hands of the enemy. The object of his 
movements was frustrated. All hopes 
of surrounding and destroying Kutus- 
off before the arrival of the second 
Russian army were at an end. What 
was still more mortifying to his mili- 
tary feelings, both the courage and 
dapacity of the enemy had been de- 
monstiuted. His troops had not only 
been defeated, but out-generaled ; and 
the Muscovites, in their first serious 
engagement during the campaign, had 
gained greater trophies than the Aus- 
trians could boast of since the battle 

* '' Cousin, I cannot approve of the mode 
in which you advance. You proceed like a 
madman, and do not consider rightly the 
orders I send you. The Russians, instead of 
covering Vienna, have recrossed the Danube 
at Krems. This extraordinary fact ought to 
have made you sensible of the prc^riety of 
not acting' without new instructions. You 
have only been looking to the little triumph 
of an entry into Vienna. There can be no 
glory where there is no danger. There is none 
in entering a defenceless capital. MSli, 11th 
Nov. 1805."— Thmrs, Cons, et VEmp. vi. 268u 



of Magnano. He paused, therefore, a 
day at St Polten, and wrote a very in- 
dignant letter* to Murat, to whose in- 
considerate advance on Vienna, on the 
right bank, ahead of Mortier, he as- 
cribed the whole misfortunes which 
had been incurred. Abandoning, for 
the present, all thoughts of harassing 
any further the retreat of Kutusoff, he 
turned all his attention to the capture 
of Vienna and the acquisition of the 
bridge there, which, besides its other 
immense advantages, would prevent 
the junction of the Archduke Charles 
with the Russian forces. 

102. Orders, therefore, were imme- 
diately given to Lannes and Murat to 
advance with all possible expedition 
on Vienna, and by every means in their 
power endeavour to gain possession of 
the bridges over the Danube, whether 
an* armistice was agreed on or noti* 
Meanwhile the Emperor Francis re- 
tired fix)m the capita], after confiding 
the chaige of it at this eventful crisis 
to Count V\rurbna, the grand-chamber- 
lain, who executed with fidelity the 
difficult duty committed to his charge. 
The citizens were overwhelmed with 
consternation when they found them- 
selves deserted by the government, 
and assembled in tumultuous crowds 
to demand arms to defend their hearths 
and ramparts. But it was too late. 
The means of resistance no longer re- 
mained ; and Vienna, which never yet 
had yielded to an enemy, was compelled 
to send adeputation'to Napoleon's head- 
quarters to treat for a capitulation. 
An active negotiation was kept up as to 
the terms on which an armistice could 
be granted ; but the French Emperor 
would abate nothing of his rigorous 
demands, that the Hungarian insur- 
rection should instantly be disbanded, 

t " As soon as ten o'clock on the 12th has 
arrived, you may enter Vienna. Endeavour 
to surprise the bridge. of the Danube, and if 
it is broken down, make it your study to 
find the readiest means of paasinff the 
river ; that is the great a£Ekir. Should M. 
Giulay, before ten o'clock, present himself 
with proposals for a negotiation, you may 
suspend your march on Vienna; but not- 
withstanding use all vour efforts to secure 
the passage of the nver." — See Orden to 
Murat, 12th November 1806, in Duhas, xiv. 
20. 



1805.] 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



115 



and the Tyrol, "with the duchy of Ve- 
nice^ be immediately ceded to France. 
103. Built in the superb basin bound- 
ed on the south by the Alps of Styiia, 
on the east by the Carpathian moun- 
tains, on the west by the range of tiie 
Bisambeig and the Mils of Bohemia and 
Upper Austria^ Yiemia, the subject of 
this anxious negotiation, yields to no 
capital of Europe, Constantinople uid 
Naples ezceptcMi, in the beauty and 
salubrity of its situation. Anciently 
the frontier station of the Roman em- 
pire upon the Sarmatian wilds, its situ- 
ation on the outekirts of civilisation has 
in every age rendered it a military post 
of the highest importance. The Hun- 
garians alone had forced its gates in 
the thirteenth century ; but the inha- 
bitants hardly regarded as a conquest 
the success achieved by those who 
were now their own subjects. Its he- 
roic resistance to a vast army of Turks 
in 1688, gave time for Sobieski to ap- 
proach with the flower of the Polish 
chivalry ; and the subsequent defeat of 
three hundred thousand Mussulmans 
beneath its walls delivered Eastern, as 
the victory of Tours had saved Western 
Europe, &om a barbarian yoka The 
old city was surrounded by a wall, 
flanked by strong bastions ; but it con- 
tains only a hundred thousand souls, 
hardly a third of the present inhabi- 
tants of the capital The remainder 
dwell in the immense suburbs, which 
surround it on every side, separated 
from the ancient rampart only by a 
broad glacis, conducive alike to the 
health and beauty of the metropolis. 
They are girded around by intrench- 
ments, but such as are not defensible 
against a more skilful enemy than the 
Turks, from whose incursions they 
were intended to protect the inhabi- 
tants. Vienna cannot vie with Paris, 
Rome, or London, in the splendour or 
riches of its architectural decorations, 
though it is not without objects of deep 
historic interest. The church of St Ste^ 
phens, surmounted by one of the highest 
steeples in Europe, from the summit of 
which the Polish lances were first discov- 
ered gleaming in the setting sun on 
the ridges of theBisamberg, surmounts 
in lone magnificence every other edifice 



in the capital, and oommanda a noble 
view of the whole mountain -bound 
valley in which it stands. The Em- 
peror's palace in Vienna b not worthy 
of the residence of so great a monarch; 
but the neighbouring one of Schonbrun, 
and that of the Archduke Charles, are 
splendid structures, and the Imperial 
library presents a room three hundred 
feet in length, of surpassing grandeur. 
In a military point of view, the cap- 
ture of this city was an object of the 
very highest importance^ commandiog 
as it did the only remaining bridge 
below Lintz over the Danube, and con- 
taining the great arsenal of the Aus- 
trian monarchy, stored with two thou- 
sand cannon, and above a hundred 
thousand stand of arms. 

104. The Emperor Francis had with- 
drawn from Vienna to Presburg, where 
he uiged on the oiganising of the Hun- 
garian insurrection, and thfenoe he re- 
paired to the fortified town of Brunn 
in Moravia, in order to concert mea- 
sures with Alexander, who was hourly 
expected there from Berlin, for the 
further prosecution of the war. Mean- 
whilethe French forces ingreat strength 
approached the capital ; and Napoleon 
renewed his orders to Lannes and Mu- 
rat, to endeavour, by all possible means, 
to gain possession of the bridge, which 
led across the river to the northern 
provinces of the empire. The inter* 
change of couriers, which was frequent 
between the outposts of the two ar> 
mies, on account of the negotiation 
which was going forward, gave an ene- 
my, little scrupulous as to the means 
he employed, too fair an opportunity 
for accomplishing this object. Mee]> 
felt, in ratiiing from Vienna, had in- 
trusted the important post of the bridge 
over the Danube to Count Auersberg, 
who, with a strong rear>guard, was sta- 
tioned at that, the sole avenue to the 
northern part of the Imperial' domi- 
nions. At daybreak on the 13th No- 
vember, Qeneral Sebastiani entered 
Vienna at the head of a brigade of 
dragoons, closely followed by M\irat 
and Lannes, with a powerful body of 
grenadiers. Without halting an instanty 
they passed through the town, crossed 
the suburb of Leopold on its opposite 
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side, and marched Btraiglit to the great 
wooden bridge of Thabor, the head of 
which, on the right bank, was still 
held by an advanced guard of the Aus- 
trians. Eyeiything was ready for the 
destruction of the arches ; the matches 
were set, the combustibles laid, the 
train ready ; a powerful battery was 
stationed at the opposite extremity : 
Auersberg had but to give the word, 
and in a few minutes the bridge would 
be wrapt in flames, and all communi- 
cation with the left bank cut o£ 

105. The better to conceal their de- 
signs, Lannes and Murat advanced on 
foot at the head of their troops. Every- 
thing bore a friendly appearance : the 
soldiers in column had their arms slung 
over their shoulders; they were sur- 
rounded by a host of stragglers as in 
time of profound peace; so frequent 
had been the interchange of couriers 
between the respective headquarters, 
that for three days there had been a 
kind of armistice between the two ar- 
mies. The unsuspecting simplicity of 
the Germans was deceived by these ap- 
pearances. Murat advanced with Lannes 
with his hands behind his back, as if 
strolling out for a morning saunter; 
they called out to the Imperial officers 
not to fire, as the armistice was con- 
cluded ; and the Austrians, trusting to 
their good faith, joined them, and be- 
gan to converse about the approaching 
peace. As the conversation grew warm- 
er, the French generals, followed by the 
grenadiers, insensibly advanced upon 
the bridge ; fur some time the Austrian 
^officer did not take the alarm, but at 
length, seeing that it was more than 
-half passed, and that the French troops 
were quickening their pace, he lost pa- 
-Hience, and ordered the artillery to firo. 
The moment was terrible; the gunners 
stood to their pieces, the matches were 
Taised ; in an instant the bridge would 
have been swept with grape-shot, when 
Lannes walked straight up to him, say- 
ing with a loud voice, — " What are you 
-about? do you not see?" At this in- 
stant the grenadiers rushed forward; 
the Austrian officer was seized, and con- 
tinued assurances held out that the 
Armistice was signed; while the column 
advanced with a rapid step along the 



bridge, coyerlng by its mass a train of 
sappera and miners, who followed im- 
mediately behind, and threw all the 
combustibles placed along its length 
into the river. The artillerymen on the 
opposite side, seeing their own officers 
intermingled with ^e French, fell into 
the snare, and forbore to fire ; the cri- 
tical moment passed ; the French gi*e- 
nadiers crossed the bridge, and, sud- 
denly assailing the battery on the other 
side, seized the guns before the can- 
noneera could recover from their con- 
sternation. Instantly the grenadiers of 
Oudinot and Suchet succeeded them ; 
and the French found themselves mas- 
ters of both banks of the Danube, by 
a stratagem conducted with a skill and 
intrepidity which would have been wor- 
thy of the highest admiration, were it 
not tarnished by a breach of faith, 
which neither ability nor success can 
palliate or excuse. 

106. This sui-prise of the bridge of 
Vienna, which he would have con- 
demned as a disgraceful breach of faith 
if achieved by his enemies, gave the 
highest satisfaction to Napoleon, and 
it was in truth one of the most impor- 
tant events of the campaign. He was 
now enabled, from the central position 
of the capital, with his aimy d cheval 
on the river, to direct an overwhelming 
force against either the Russians or the 
Archduke Charles, as he pleased : the 
junction of these two powerful con- 
verging armies, or even their engaging 
together in common operations, was 
thenceforth impossible. He had now 
realised what, he often said to his lieu- 
tenants, contained in a few words the 
great secret of wai' — " The art of divid- 
ing to lite, and eoncentratiTig to combat*' 
Impatient to profit by such extraordi- 
nary good fortune, the Emperor, at day- 
break the following morning, estab- 
lished his headquarters at Schonbrun, 
from which the young Archduchess, 
Marie Louise, his future empress, had 
just before fled. The important eflecta 
of the captura of the bridge soon ap- 
peared. The Archduke Charles, whose 
columns were rapidly approaching the 
capital, was obliged to incline to the 
right, with a view, by a long circuit 
towards Hungary, to endeavour to re- 
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gain Yob commmucations with the al- 
lied army. On the north of the river, 
convoys of all sorts rapidly arrived at 
Vienna ; the hospital tmn was estab- 
lished there ; the immense stores found 
in the arsenal enabled the French to 
countermand all their wai'like appara- 
tus which had been ordered up from 
Metz and Strassburg; while one half of 
the army, passed over to the north 
bank, threw back KutusoflTs advanced 
posts towards Moravia, and the other 
half, spread out fi*om Kufstein in the 
Tyrol towards the frontiers of Hun- 
gary, interposed between the Danube 
and the hitherto unconquered batta- 
lions of the Archduke Charles. 

107. On the other hand, the surprise 
of this important bridge contributed 
not a little to aggravate the danger and 
embarrass the situation of Kutusoffi 
All the advantages which he had de- 
rived from his masterly movement in 
the valley of the Danube were now lost. 
The river no longer protected his rear 
from disaster ; and alone, in presence 
of a force four times greater than his 
own, he had to continue a painful re- 
treat to the second Russian army. He 
instantly fell back, and Briinu was as- 
signed as the point of junction with 
the Austrian forces who had evacuated 
the capital Napoleon, without a mo- 
ment's delay, continued the pursuit by 
different columns, with a view to pre- 
vent the union. So strongly were the 
Austrians impressed with the idea that 
an armistice had been concluded, that 
General Nostitz, on the 15th November, 
when reached by the French dragoons, 
allowed them to pass without opposi- 
tion through his squadrons, which gave 
them the means of falling unexpectedly 
on the heavy convoy which was strug- 
gling through the desperate roads in 
his i*ear. The rear-guard of the Rus- 
sians was soon overts^en, and one hun- 
dred loaded waggons fell almost with- 
out a combat into the hands of the 
enemy. Leaving this easy prey to be 
secured by the corps which followed, 
Murat pushed forward, at the head of 
the whole cavalry, and a corps of in- 
fantry about fifty thousand strong, to 
endeavour to reach Znaym before the 
enemy, which, if done, would have pre- 



vented the junction of the Russian and 
Austrian forces. At tiie same time 
Milhaud, with a brigade of chasseurs, 
pursued the Austrians on the chauss^e 
of Moravia, came up with their rear- 
guard, and at Wolersdorf captured a 
hundred and ninety pieces of cannon, 
with their caissons, which had been 
drawn from the arsenal of Vienna. 
Meanwhile Mortier and Bemadotte, 
who had both crossed the Danube, and 
were following fSut on the traces of the 
Russian general, thundered without 
intermission in his rear. His destruc- 
tion seemed inevitable. 

108. Burning with anxiety to antici- 
pate the enemy in his arrival at Znaym» 
and encouraged by the success of hia 
stratagem with Auersbeig, Murat re- 
solved to try a similar device with Ku- 
tusoff, and for this purpose despatched 
a flag of truce, announcing the conclu- 
sion of an armistice, in the hope of 
thereby stopping the march of the Rus- 
sian columns. But he had now a very 
different antagonist to deal with, in such 
an attempt, from the honest unsuspect- 
ing Austrians. Sprung from another 
race, and endowed with very different- 
mental qualities, the Russians are as 
well skilled as the Germans are defi- 
cient in the arts of dissimulation; and. 
they have repeatedly shown themselves, 
superior in address to all the diploma- 
tists of Europe. Kutusoff, whose acute- 
ness was of the highest order, and who 
was inferior to none of his countrymen 
in the finesse of negotiation, instantly 
saw in this attempt the means of ex- 
tricating the greater part of his army 
from its embarrassment. He received 
the French envoy in the most fiiendly 
manner, and pretended not only to 
enter cordially into the negotiation, 
but, in his anxiety to put an immediate 
end to hostilities, sent the Emperor's 
aide-de-camp, Winzingerode, to propose 
the terms, which were, that the Rus- 
sians should retire into Poland, the 
French withdraw from Moravia; while, 
in the mean time, both aimies should 
remain in the situation which they at 
present occupied.* Murat fell into the 

* " In agreeing to this proposal for an ar- 
mistice," says Eutu8o£^ in his official aooount 
of the tranaaction, " I had in view nothing 



118 



HISTORY OF EUROPE* 



[chap. XL. 



snare : Bagrathion, indeed, who was in 
presence of the French videttes with 
eight thousand men, remained station- 
ary : but meanwhile the remainder of 
the army defiled rapidly in his rear, and 
gained the important post of Znaym, 
which opened up their communications 
with the retiring Austrians and their 
own reserves, wluch were approaching. 
The Emperor Napoleon was highly in- 
dignant when he heard that an armis- 
tice had been concluded, and despatch- 
ed immediate orders for an attack ; but 
before his answer could be received, 
twenty hours had been gained, Znaym 
was passed, and the main body of the 
Russians were in full march to join their 
allies, leaving only Bagrathion and his 
division in presence of the enemy. His 
indignation exhaled in a letter of extra- 
ordinary asperity to Murat, in which 
he did not scruple to say that his folly 
had made him lose the whole fruit of 
the campaign.* 

109. At noon on the 16th, despatches 
arrived fi-om Napoleon disavowing the 
armistice, and directing an immediate 
attack on the enemy. Kutusoff had 
directed Bagrathion to keep his ground 
to the last extremity, in order to gain 
time for the retreat of the army. No- 
thing more was requisite to induce that 
heroic general, with his brave followel*, 
to sacrifice themselves to the last man 
on behalf of their country. He was 
soon assailed at once in front and both 



but to gain time, and thereby obtain the 
means of removing to a greater distance from 
the enemy, and saving my army. The Adju- 
tant-general, Winssingerode, sent me a dupli- 
cate of the proposed convention for my rati- 
fication; without affixing my signature, I 
delayed my answer for twenty hours, waiting 
for mat of the French Emperor, and mean- 
while caused the main body of the arm^ to 
continue its retreat, which thereby gamed 
two marches on the enemy. In so doing I 
was well aware that I was exposing the corps 
of Prince Bagrathion to almost certain ruin ; 
but I esteemed myself fortimate in being able 
to save the army by the destruction of that 
corpa"— Dumas, xiv. 48. 

* "I cannot find words to express my 
dlssatis&ction. You only command my ad- 
vanced guard and have no ri^ht to make an 
armistioe without my authority. Break the 
treaty immediately, and march upon the 
enemy. — March, destroy the Russian army. 
Napoleon to Prince Murat, Nov. 16^ 1806." 
—Thiers, Ctmndat et CBmpire, vi. 273. 



flanks by Lannes, Oudinot, and Murat, 
to whose aid Soult, with bis numerous 
and well-appointed corps, arrived soon 
after the action commenced. The vil* 
lage of Grund was the key of the Rus- 
sian position, and incredible efforts 
were made on both sides to gain or re- 
tain possession of that important point. 
For long the Muscovites made good 
their ground ; in vain column after co- 
lumn advanced bravely to the attack ; 
the resistance they experienced was as 
obstinate as the attack was impetuous; 
and after several hours* murderous fight- 
ing, this band of heroes remained un- 
broken in the midst of their numerous 
enemies. Towards nightfall, however, 
the immense and constantly inci'easing 
masses of the enemy prevailed; the 
thinned ranks could no longer be pre- 
served; the French grenadiers broke 
into the village, and almost all the 
wounded Russians fell into their hands. 
Still the survivors maintained the des- 
perate struggle; man to man, company 
to company, they fought in the houses, 
in the streets, in the gardens, with un- 
conquerable resolution. The constant 
discharges of 'fire-arms and artillery 
spread a broad light in the midst of 
the gloom of a November night ; and 
midnight found them still engaged in 
mortal combat. In the strife three 
thousand Russians fell or were made' 
prisoners ; but Bagrathion effected his 
retreat with the remainder, hardly five 
thousand, unbroken, from amidst forty 
thousand enemies — a glorious achieve- 
ment, which gave an earnest of the fu- 
ture celebrity of a hero whose career 
was closed with immortal renown on 
the field of Borodino. 

110. Nothing could now prevent the 
junction of the allied forces, and it 
took place on the 19th at Wischau, in 
Moravia, without further molestation. 
This great event produced an imme- 
diate change in the measures of Napo- 
leon. It was no longer a dispirited 
band of forty thousand men, which 
was retiring before forces quadruple 
their own, but a vast army, seventy- 
five thousand strong, animated by the 
presence of the Russian Emperor in 
person, which was prepared to resist 
his efforts. The situation of Napoleon 
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was in oonseqaence dafly beooming 
more criticaL The necessity of guaid- 
ing so many points, and keeping np a 
communication &om Vienna to the 
Rhine^ had greatly reduced his army : 
the Archddke Charles, with eighty 
thousand tried Teterans, was rapidly 
approaching from the south : the Hun- 
garian insurrection was organising in 
the east: seroity-fiYe thousand Rus- 
sians and Austrians were in his front : 
while Prussia, no longer concealing 
her intentions, was preparing to de- 
scend from Silesia with eighty thou- 
sand men on his communications with 
the Rhine. 

111. The measures of Napoleon to 
ward off so many concurring dangers 
were conceived with his wonted ability. 
Calculating that at least ten days must 
elapse before the Russian armies, after 
the fatiguing marchft which they had 
undergone, could be ready for active 
operations, he resolved to make the 
most of that precious interval to im- 
pose upon the different enemies by 
whom he was surroimded. Knowing 
well that the great secret of war is to 
expand forces, when a variety of ene- 
mies are to be restrained, and a moral 
impression produced, and to concen- 
trate them when a decisive blow is to 
be struck, he resolved to take advan- 
tage of this breathing-time to dissemi- 
nate his troops in every direction. 
Heavy contributions were imposed 
upon the conquered territories of Aus- 
tiia : Marmont was pushed forward on 
the road to Styria, to observe the Arch- 
duke Charles : Davoust received orders 
to advance upon Presburg to overawe 
the Hungarians : Bemadotte, with his 
corps and the Bavarians, were moved 
towards Iglau and the frontiers of Bo- 
hemia, to observe the motions of the 
Archduke Ferdinand, who, with ten 
thousand men, whom he had collected 
in Bohemia after the disaster of Ulm, 
and the levies of that province, was 
assuming a menacing attitude on the 
Upper Danube; while Mortier, with 
his corps, which had suffered so much 
in the preceding combats, formed the 
garrison of Vienna. The troops of. 
Boult and Lannes, with the Imperial 
Guard and the cavalry imder Murat, 



advanced on the load to Brunn to 
make head against the now unifced 
Rtt^an armies^ 

112. Meanwhile the Fr»cidi annies 
maintained the most exemplary disci- 
pline at Vieima, and the inhabitants, 
somewhat recovered frvm their conster- 
nation, were enabled to gaze without 
alarm on the warriors whose deeds had 
proved so feital to the fortunes of their 
country. Commerce revived, the bar* 
riers were opened, prorisions flowed in 
from aU quarters, and, excepting from 
the French sentinels at the gates and 
uniforms in the streets, it could hardly 
have been discovered that an enemy 
was in possession of the capital Gen- 
eral Clarke was appointed governor 
of the city, and a provisional govern- 
ment oi^ganised Ihroughout sdl the 
conquered provinces, whose first care 
was to preserve discipline among tiie 
soldiers, and the next to enforce the 
collection of the enormous contribu- 
tions which the conqueror had imposed 
on the inhabitants. The greatest cour- 
tesy was evinced towards the acade- 
mies and scientific institutions, and 
considerable payments were even made 
from the military chest for the support 
of these usefril establishments — admi- 
rable measures, demonstrating the as- 
cendant of discipline and European 
courtesy over the savage passions of 
war, and which would have been de- 
serving of unqualified admiration, if 
they had not been accompanied by 
withering exactions, levied under the 
authority of Napoleon himself, and if 
the coercion of private plunder * had 
not been all turned to Uie account of 
the great imperial robber. At the 
same time, in the bulletins which he 
published, the whole oalamitieB of the 

* The contribation levied on Vienna and 
the conquered part of Upper and Lower 
Austria was 100, 000, 000 firancs, or £4.000^000 
sterling, a sum Ailly equivalent to £8,000,000 
in this country. The public stores, the legi- 
timate objects of conquest, at Vienna were 
immense : SOOO pieces of artillery, of which 
600 were ready for mege use ; 100,000 mus- 
kets; 600,000 quintals of powder; 600,000 
balls; and 160,000 bomba 15,000 muskets 
were sent as a present to the Bavarians, be- 
sides the colours taken from them in 1740, 
when their government made common cause 
with France.— BiGKON, iv. 412. 
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war were, aa usual, ascribed to the 
English and the corrupting influence 
of their gold ; while, with a rudeness 
unworthy of so great a man, and espe- 
cially unbecoming in the moment of 
triumph, he insulted his fallen ene- 
mies in his official publications, and 
did not even spare the Emperor of 
Austria in the point where chivalrous 
feelings would have been most anxious 
to have forborne — the character and 
influence of the Empress herself. 

118. Meanwhile the allied armies 
had effected their junction in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wischau ; one hundred 
and four battalions, including twenty 
Austrian, and one hundred and fifty- 
nine squadrons, of which fifty were of 
the same nation, presented a total of 
seventy-five thousand effective men. A 
division of the Imperial Guard, under 
the Grand-duke Constantine, brother 
of the Emperor of Russia, and a corps 
under Benningsen, which were hourly 
expected, would raise it to nearly 
ninety thousand. The forces which 
the French Emperor had at his imme- 
diate disposal to resist this great array 
were much less considerable, and hardly 
amounted at that moment to seventy 
thousand combatants; but such was 
the exhaustion of the Russian troops, 
after incessant marching and fighting 
for two months, that it was resolved 
to put them into cantonments for ten 
days round Olmiitz, before resuming 
active operations. The troops wei*e 
animated by the *b^t spirit, and en- 
thusiastically devoted to their sove- 
reign, whose presence amongst them 
never fails to rouse to the highest 
pitch the loyal feelings of the Russian 
soldiers. But in equipment and skill 
in the art of war it had already become 
evident that they were decidedly in- 
ferior to their redoubtable adversaries, 
and that nothing but the indomitable 
firmness of northern valour had hither- 
to enabled them to maintain their 
ground in the combats which had 
taken place between them. 

114. The hostile chiefs gradually 
drew near to each other. Napoleon ad- 
vanced his headquarters to Briinn, a 
fortified place, containing considerable 
magazines recently abandoned by the 



Allies, and which afforded him the 
immense advantage of a secure depot 
for his stores, sick, and wounded, in 
the vicinity of the theatre of action. 
A few days after, when out on horse- 
back reconnoitring the ground in the 
neighbourhood with his staff*, he was 
much struck with the importance, both 
as a field of battle and a strategetical 
point, of the position of Austerlitz. 
About two miles to the north-east, the 
road towards Hungary by Holitsch 
branches off from the main road from 
Vienna by Briinn to Olmiitz, and 
passes through that town, which ren- 
ders it a military position of the high- 
est value. " Gentlemen," said he to 
the generab and officers, " observe well 
the ground here: within a few days 
it will be your field of battle." The 
importance attached by both parties 
to the possession 'of this position led 
to a severe combat of cavalry between 
the advanced guard of the French, in 
presence of Napoleon himself, and the 
rear -guard of the enemy, in which 
neither party could boast of decisive 
success, although the increasing force 
of the French compelled the A&ies at 
nightfall to retire. Advices at the 
same time arrived that the advanced 
guard of Massena had entered into 
communication with Marmont's corps, 
which formed the southern extremity 
of the Grand Army ; so that Napoleon 
could now calculate for the decisive 
shock upon the united strength of the 
armies of Italy and Germany. 

115. But notwithstanding all this, 
the French Emperor was fully aware 
of the dangers of his situation. If 
Massena and the Italian army had en- 
tered into communication with his ex- 
treme right, the united forces of the 
Archduke Charles and John, nearly 
ninety strong, were rapidly approach- 
ing to the assistance of the Allies ; and 
it had already become evident that 
Mortier would be unable to retain Vi- 
enna for any length of time from their 
aims. The danger of losing his line 
of communication in rear was the more 
alarming that the foi*ces in his front 
were rapidly increasing; and the ar- 
rival of the Grand-duke Constantine at 
the enemies' headquarters had already 
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raised their efficient force to eighty 
thoiuand men, aaembled in a strong 
position under the cannon of Olmiits. 
Frassiay he was well aware, was arm- 
ing for the fight ; and he might shortly 
expect to have his communications on 
the Upper Dannbe menaced by sixty 
thoosand of the soldiers of the Great 
Frederick. Ereiything depended npon 
striking a dedsiTe blow before these 
formidable enemiesaocomulated around 
him; and he was not without hopes 
that the inexperience or undue confi- 
dence of lus opponents would give him 
the means of aooompliBhing this object, 
and terminating the war by a stroke 
which would at once extricate him from 
all his difficulties In this expectation 
he was seconded to a wish by the pre- 
sumptuous confidence of the circle of 
young officers, headed by Weyrotiier, 

• ** Sire," said NapoIeoD, *' I send my aide- 
de-camp^ General Savary, to your Maieatj. 
to ofBsr you my compliments on yoor arriTal 
at the.neadquarteraof your army. I have 
charged him to expreaa the esteem which I 
entertain for your MM^estj, and the anxious 
deare which 1 feel to cultivate your fHend- 
ship. I indulge the hope that voor Ifiyeaty 
will reoeiye him with thai condeaoension for 
which you are so eminently diatingnished, 
and that you will regard me aa one of the 
men who are most deriroua to be agreeable 
to ^ou. I pray God to keep your imperial 
Majesty in his holy keeping." The Emperor 
Alexander replied from Olmttts, on the 27th, 
in these terms : — " I have leoeiTed, sire, with 
the gratitude of whidi it was deserving, the 
letter which General Savary brouffht, and 
hasten to return my best acknowledgments. 
I have no ether desire but to see the peace 
of Europe established on si^e and honourable 
conditions. 1 desire, at the same time, to 
seize e veiy occssian of being personally agree- 
able to you : receive the assurance of it, as 
well as of my high consideration." 

"When I arrived at the Russian headquar- 
ters," savs Savary, " I found the officers and 
staff declaiming against the ambition of the 
French governments and full of confidence in 
the success of their arma The Emperor re- 
ceived me in the most giaeions manner, and 
made a sign for his attendants to retire. I 
could not avoid a feeling of timidity and awe 
when I found myself alone with that mon- 
arch. Nature had done much for him : it 
would be difficult to find a model so perfect 
and gracious ; he was Uien twenty-six years 
of age. He i^ke French in its native purity, 
without the slightest tinge of foreign accent, 
and made use on all occasions of our most 
classical expressions. As there was not the 
least affectation in his manner, it was easy 
to see that this was the result of a finished 
education. The Emperor said, when I put 



by whom the Emperor of Russia ws» 
surrounded. They represented that 
the army had exhausted its supplies at 
Olmiits, and could no longer exist;, 
that its spirit, from fiital inactirity, 
was daily declining; that Napoleon 
evidently felt himself oTermatched^ 
and, contrary to his ususl practioe^ 
had halted at Briinn ; but that nothing 
could be so absurd as to aUow him ta 
remain there unassailed, in quiet pos- 
session of the resources of three-fourths 
of the monarchy. 

116. The more to inspire the Allien 
with the false confidence which might 
lead to such a result^ Napoleon des- 
patched SaTary with a letter to the 
Emperor Alexander, to o£Per his con- 
gratulations to that monarch on his. 
having joined the allied army, and pro- 
pose terms of accommodation.* About 

the letter faito his hand, ' I am grateAil fbr 
this step on your master's side ; it is with 
r^pret uiat I have taken up arms against 
him, and I seize with pleasure the first op* 
portunity of testiiying that feeling towarda 
him. He has long oeen the object of my 
admiration; I have no wish to be his ene- 
my, any more than that of France. He^ 
should recollect that, in the time of the late. 
Emperor Paul, thou|^ then only Grand- 
duke, when Fnmce was overwhelroed by 
disasters, and met with nothin^^ but obloquy 
from the other cabinets^ I contributed much,, 
by directing the Russian cabinet to take Uia 
lead, to induce the other powers of Europe 
to recognise the new order of tilings in your 
country. If now I entertain different senti* 
ments, it is because France has adopted dif- 
ferent principles, which have given the Euro- 
pean powers just cause of disquietude for 
their independence. I have been called on. 
by them to concur with them in establishinsr 
an order of things which mav tranquillise aU 
parties ; and it is to accomplish that purpose 
that I have come hither. You have beea 
admirablv served by fortune, it must be ad- 
mitted; but I will never desert an ally in 
distress, or separate, my cause ft-om that of 
the Emperor of Germany. He is in a critical 
situation, but one not beyond the reach of re- 
medy. I lead brave soldiers, and if your 
master drives me to it, I will command them, 
to do their duty. Tou are ali-eady a great 
and powerful nation, and by your uniformity 
of language, feelings, and laws, as well aa 
physical situation, must always be formid- 
able to your neighbours. What need have 
you of continual aggrandisement t Since the 
peace of Lun^ville, vou have acquired first 
Genoa, and then Italy, which you have sub* 
jected to a government whicn places it en- 
tirely at your disposal.'" 

" Genoa has been acquired by us," answer- 
ed Savary, " in spite of ourselves. ItspoUti- 
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the same time Counts Qiulay and Sta- 
dion arrived at the headquarters bf the 
French Emperor. After two dajs spent 
in fruitless negotiations, Napoleon de- 
manded a personal interview with the 
Emperor Alexander. Instead of com- 
ing in person, the Czar sent his aide- 
de-camp, Prince Dolgoruoki, whom 
Napoleon met at the advanced posts. 
"Why are we fighting?" said Napo- 
leon, when the aide-de-camp was ad- 
mitted into his presence. "Let the 
Emperor Alexander, if he complains 
of my irruptions, make corresponding 
invasions on his own side, and all dis- 
cussion will cease betwixt us." The 
Russian represented that such a con- 
duct would be repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of his cabinet ; that the Emperor 
had only taken up arms to succour 
Austria, and obtain for the Continent 

cal power was annihilated, its harbour block- 
aded by the English, its commerce destroy- 
ed, its means of defence against the Barbafy 
powers at an end. Necessity, therefore, not 
less than inclination, compelled them to 
throw themselves into the arms of a foreign 
power. France was subjected to the whole 
charges of its defence before the formal act 
of annexation took place. As to Italy, it is 
altogether our conquest. We have watered 
its fields with our blood; twice it has re- 
signed its political existence by our efforts. 
if it began with republican institutions, it 
was in order to be in harmony with its pro- 
tecting power. The changes which have 
since taken place in its government were 
intended to make it still follow the phases 
of our constitution. It has the same laws, 
usages, and internal regulations as France. 
It must lean on some foreign power, and has 
only France and Austria to choose between. 
We have fought for ten years to wrest it bit 
by bit from that power : could we permit its 
inhabitants to choose an alliance which would 
at once deprive us of the whole fruit of our 
labours? If Austria haa not abandoned ^1 
thoughts of Italy, we are still ready to com- 
bat her for it ; if she has, it is of very little 
moment what its form of government is. 
The Emperor, in sendingme to your Mfyesty, 
was far from supposing that the war took its 
origin in these Questions ; if it does so, I not 
only see no possibility of peace, but anticipate 
a universal hostility." It was easy to see 
that an accommodation was impossible be- 
tween powers actuated by such opposite 
sentiments. Savary returned, after three 
days spent in parleving, without having ac- 
complished the professed object of his mis- 
sion ; but having effectually gained its real 
design in making the Fren<£ Emperor ac- 
quainted with the self-confidence and vehe- 
mence which prevailed at the allied head- 
quarters.— Savary, IL 112, 128. 



a solid peace, without either personal 
interest in the matter, or animosity 
against France ; that he desired to see 
it powerful and happy, as well as all 
the other European states; that his 
empire was already so vast, that its 
extension was no object of ambition, 
and that his sole desire was the pros- 
perity of hi0 subjects. 

117. Napoleon replied, that the Allies 
wished to deprive him of his crown, 
and reinstate the Bourbons. This 
Dolgorucki contested ; and he denied 
also that they desired to restore his 
Italian possessions to the King of Sar- 
dinia ; but admitted that they insisted 
on the independence of Holland, and 
an indemnity for the loss of Piedmont 
to the King of Sardinia. " Let the 
Emperor of Bussia imitate my con- 
duct," said Napoleon, " and we shall 
soon come to terms of accommoda- 
tion." — " He will never desert his 
allies," replied Dolgorucki — " Then 
we must fight," rejoined Napoleon : " I 
wash my hands of the consequences ;" 
and wiUi that abruptly broke ofif the 
conference. But though it had only 
lasted half an hour, much had been 
done in that time to blind the Allies 
as to the real state of affairsl The 
Emperor met the Prince at the ad- 
vanced posts, as if solicitous to con- 
ceal what was passing in the in- 
terior of the army. Preparations for 
a retreat were ostentatiously put for- 
ward ; fieldr works were hastily thrown 
up in front of the ground occupied by 
the army; and Dolgorucki withdrew 
with the firm conviction, which he 
did not fail to communicate to his sove- 
reign, that the French Emperor had 
lost all his former confidence, and that 
his great object now was to extricate 
himself from the perilous situation in 
which he was placed.* 

118. On the same day Count Haug- 
witz arrived at the French headquar- 
ters with the ultimatum of Prussia, as 
agreed on in the treaty of 8d Novem- 
ber. Since that time the measures of 

* When Dolgorucki had retired. Napoleon 
said to the officers around him, *'The Allies 
should wait till they are on the heights of 
Montmartre before they make such propo- 
sals."— BouB. viL 67. 
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the cabinet of Berlin had been deeid- 
ediy hostile. A combined force of Rns- 
sians and Swedes had occupied the 
electorate of HanoTer; a strong body 
of English troops had landed at Stade; 
and a proclamation from the King of 
England annoimced that the electorate 
was now placed nnder the protection of 
Prossia, and that all the former aatho> 
rities were reinstated in their fdnctions 
as before the French invasion. The 
Swedes were in full march towards the 
Elbe, and the Prussians towards Fran- 
conia; while a powerful force of the 
same nation was collecting in Silesia, to 
bring immediate succour to the allied 
army. Even the garrison of Berlin had 
received orders to march to support 
the military movements which were in 
preparation. The eloquent declama- 
tions of the celebrated historian, Mul- 
ler, had wrought up the public mind to 
a perfect frenzy; warlike enthusiasm 
filled every br^Etst ; and the most ex- 
aggerated reports of the disasters of 
the French were received with insa- 
tiable avidity. Napoleon was well aware 
of all this, and of the object of Haug- 
witz's mission. He therefore resolved 
to temporise, and if possible dissipate 
the clouds which were collecting by a 
decisive stroke, before they burst upon 
his head. Accordingly he refused to 
enter into discussion with the Prussian 
tninister, and recommended him, after 
a short interview, to open conferences 
at Vienna with Talleyrand, instead of 
remaining amidst the tumult of his bi- 
vouacs ,* and the wily diplomatist, not 
sorry of an opportunity of waiting the 
issue of events before finally commit- 
ting his country in a contest which he 
had so long laboured to prevent^ readily 
acted on his suggestion. 
'119. When forces so vast were pre- 
paring to aid them, both in the north 
and south, it was the obvious policy of 
the Allies to remain on the defensive, 
and rest secure in their strong position 
under the cannon of Olmiitz, until the 
Archduke Charles had brought up his 
veteran battalions, and Prussia had 
descended in force into Silesia and 
Franconia. But although the expe- 
dience of doing so was frdly appreciat- 
ed at headquarters, it was resolved, in 



a council of war held on the 27th, to 
advance forthwith against the enemy. 
The advice of Count Langeron, who 
earnestly counselled delay, was over- 
ruled by that of Weyrother, who had 
recently acquired great influence over 
the Emperor — an officer of extensive 
views and skill in combination, but 
with little practical acquaintance with 
war, and little fitted to anticipate the 
rapid movements, and ward off the 
terrible strokes of Napoleon. The 
Russian troops, miserably provided at 
that period with commissaries, and 
totally destitute of magazines in isbat 
part of the country, which it had 
never been expected would form the 
theatre of war, were suffering extreme- 
ly from want of provisions ; while the 
French, having the rich provinces of 
Lower Austria and Hungaiy in their 
rear, were amply provided with sup- 
plies of all sorts. The allied genecals, 
too, were aware of the inferiority in 
number of the French troops assem- 
bled round Briinn, and were ignorant 
of the admirable disposition of the 
other corps in echdon in their rear, 
by which the two armies could in 
a few days be restored to an equal- 
ity. Influenced by these sentiments, 
« forward movement was resolved on, 
with aview to pass the right flank of the 
French army, cut them off from their 
communications with Vienna and the 
reserve under Massena, and at the same 
time establish their own connection 
with the powerful succour approaching 
under the Archduke Charles. If the 
movement proved successful, and the 
road to Vienna was cut off. Napoleon 
had no other resource but to retire on 
Bohemia, where he would meet the 
forces of Prussia. The movement com* 
menoed on the 27th at daybreak, when 
the whole army advanced in five co* 
lumns, moving parallel to each other, 
against the enemy. The French were 
not in sufficient force at the advanced 
posts to resist so formidable an assault ; 
a detachment was made prisoners, and 
after a sharp combat the little village 
of Rausnitz was abandoned by Murat 
to Bagrathion. Encouraged by this suo- 
cess of its advanced guard, the Russiai^ 
main body followed joyfully and rapidly 
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in its footsteps. Headquarters were 
moved on to Wischau, and the out- 
posts were pushed forward to within 
two leagues of Austerlitz. 

120. This suddeb irruption led to an 
immediate concentration of the French 
army. Murat, Lannes, and Soult re- 
ceiyed orders instantly to raise their 
cantonments and fall back behind 
Briinn, keeping only' detachments in 
front of that place. Bemadotte was di- 
rected to leave the Bavarians at Iglau, 
and advance with his other troops by 
forced marches to the field of action ; 
Davoust to come up with all imagi- 
nable haste to Nikolsburg, on the right 
of the French position ; Mortier to aban- 
don Vienna to a division of Marmont's 
anny, and hasten with his whole corps 
to the environs of BrUnn ; and Marmont 
to draw near to the capital with all his 
forces. With such promptitude were 
these orders obeyed, and to such a 
degree of vigour had long discipline 
brought the French troops, that part 
of Davoust's corps, which was farthest 
off, marched thirty-aix Uaguet in forty- 
eight hourif from Vienna to Gross Rai- 
gem, and bivouacked at the place a 
league and a half from the field of 
battle, on the night of December 1. In 
this way Napoleon's army, which, be- 
fore the concentration commenced, was 
little more than fifty thousand strong, 
was raised by the evening of the Ist to 
ninety thousand. But before these dis- 
tant succours could arrive, great suc- 
cesses might have been obtained, and 
the Emperor was in no smaU disquie- 
tude how to arrest the enemy before 
his forces were assembled. Fortunately 
for him, their subsequent movements 
were as slow and vacillating as their first 
had been decided and audacious. On 
the 29th they marched forward only two 
leagues, directing their chief force to 
the heights of Kutscherau, towards the 
French extreme right; but on the day 
following they retraced their steps, and 
advancing with the left in front, bi- 
vouacked at Hodiegitz, and their light 
troops were seen from the French out- 
posts marching across their position to- 
wards their own right. 

121. Napoleon spent the whole of 
both days on horseback, at the advanced 



posts, watching their movements. Af- 
ter surveying the heights of Pratzen, 
the highest ground in the neighbour- 
hood, and obviously of the first impor- 
tance if the battle was fought in its 
environs, he said to his generals, "li 
I wished to prevent the enemy from 
passing, it is here that I should station 
myself; but that would only lead to an 
ordinary battle, and I desire decisive 
success. If, on the other hand, I draw 
back my right towards Briinn, and the 
Russians pass these heights, they are 
irretrievably ruined." In pursuance of 
this design the heights were abandoned; 
the right was drawn back, as if it was 
fearful of encountering the enemy; and 
the French army concentrated round 
Briinn, ready to take advantage of the 
first imprudent step which might be 
made by their adversaries. At length, 
on the morning of the Ist December, 
the intentions of the enemy were clearly 
manifest. Napoleon beh^d, as he him- 
self says, " with inexpressible delight," 
their whole columns, dark and massy, 
moving across his position, at so short 
a distance as rendered it apparent that 
a general action was at hand. Care- 
fully avoiding the slightest interruption 
to their movement, he merely watched 
with intense anxiety their march ; and 
when it had become evident, from the 
direction they were following, and the 
number of troops who had already 
passed, that the resolution to turn the 
right flank of the French army had 
been decidedly taken, he said, with the 
prophetic anticipation of military ge- 
nius, ** To-morrow, before nightfall, 
that army is my own." In truth, the 
Allies, under the direction of Weyro- 
ther, whose repeated defeats at Rivoli 
and Hohenlinden, whera he had been 
chief of the staff, had not yet taught 
him the quality of the antagonists with 
whom he had to deal, were venturing 
upon one of tiie most hazardous move- 
ments in war — a flank march in column 
in front of a concentrated enemy, and 
that, too, when that enemy was Napo- 
leon at the head of eighty thousand 
men. At midnight on the Isfc, a council 
of war was held at the allied head- 
quarters, at which Weyrother brought 
forward his jdan of attack for the luor 
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ceeding day, and aoon took the lead in 
the ducuBsion. Kutnaoff took little 
share in the diacaaaion, and aoon fell 
«aleep. Langeron, when Weyrother 
iiad conduded, aaked what they should 
do if Napoleon took the initiative and 
attacked them at Pnttsen, hefore their 
xnovement was oompleted. *' Tou need 
not trouble yourself about that,*' re- 
plied he, " you know the boldness of 
Buonapsffte; if he had been of sufficient 
strength to attack us, he would have 
done it yesterday. He has not forty 
thousand men." — " I trust it is so," re- 
plied Langeron, " but I have my own 
misgivings He haa extinguished his 
&res; I hear a loud murmur in his 
camp." 

122. Meanwhile the Allies, in great 
strength, animated by the presence of 
iheir respective sovereigns, and in the 
highest spirits, were marching in five 
massy columns within two cannon- 
shots of the French outposts. Their 
design was to turn the right flank of 
the enemy, so as, in case of disaster, to 
cut him off from Vienna, and throw 
him back on the mountains of Bohe- 
mia ; and with that view they proposed 
to commence the action by a vigorous 
attack on that wing, which it was 
hoped would be speedily defeated and 
thrown back in confusion on the 
centre. On the evening of the Ist 
December, they occupied the follow- 
ing position. Their first column, under 
JDoctoroff, had advanced beyond the 
right flank of the French as far as 
Aujezd; the second, commanded by 
Xiangeron, occupied the important 
heights of Pratzen, directly before the 
French right wing; the third, under 
Prybyszwecki, crowned the eminences 
immediately to the right of that ele- 
vated point : these three columns form- 
•ed the left wing, commanded by Bux- 
howden; the fourth, under Kollowrath, 
4)onBisting of fifteen Austiian and Mila- 
radovitch's twelve Russian battalions, 
followed in order on the heights in 
rear of the third column ; the cavalry 
nnder Lichtenstein, consistingof eighty- 
two squadrons, was destined to occupy 
the low ground from Blasowitz to 
Kruh, thus uniting the centre with 
the right wingi consisting of the fifth 



column under Bagrathion, which was 
established on each side of the Olmuts 
road opposite to the Rosenitsbei^ : 
while ihe reserve, under the Grand- 
duke Consttfntine, occupied the heights 
in front of Austerlits. In all, &eir 
forces embraced a hundred and four- 
teen battalions and a hundred and 
seventy-two squadrons, amounting to 
fully eighty thousand men, of whom 
fifteen thousand were cavalry in the 
finest condition. 

123. The French army, in concen- 
trated masses, occupied a position in 
advance of the fortress of Briinn, mid- 
way between that town and Austerlitz. 
The Emperor^s tent was placed on an 
elevated slope on the right of the 
great road leading across his line from 
Briinn to Austerlits, at the distance of 
two leagues from the former place, a 
little in front of Bellowitz, between 
two streamlets, which, descending to- 
wards the south, unite their waters at 
Puntowitz and form the Qoldbach.* 
From this elevated point the whole ex- 
tent of the line was visible, though 
many parts of it were obscured by 
rising grounds, copsewoods, and vil- 
lages, which, intersected by numerous 
small fish-ponds, formed a sort of in- 
trenched camp, within which the 
French army was placed. Their right 
rested on the lakes Menitz and Sat- 
schan, formed by the river Littawa; 
their left on the Rosenitzbei^ — an ele- 
vated hill, the first of the wooded chain 
which separates the basin of the 
Schwarza from that of the Marche, and 
which was intrenched and crowned 
with artillery. The front of the whole 
position was covered by broad marshes, 
which fringed on either side the stream 
of the Goldbach, intersected at right 
angles by the great road from Briinn 
to Olmiitz, and by various country roads 
from village to village, which, from the 
morasses and little lakes by which they 
were bordered, appeared easily suscep- 
tible of defence. Right in front of the 
position, on the opposite side of the 
rivulet, lay the line of waving heights, 

* These names will convey no ideas to 
readers in this country ; but they will be of 
value to the traveller who explores, in that 
distant region, the theatre of this memo- 
rable conflict. 
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gradually rising to the elevated point | 
of the Pratzen, which were already 
covered with the enemy's troops, who, 
congregated in fornudable masses on 
that imposing ridge, sought to conceal 
the general movement of the troops in 
their rear, to turn the right flank of 
Napoleon. 

124. By great exertions, the French 
Emperor had succeeded in assembling 
an immense force for the decisive battle 
which was approaching. The left wing, 
under Lannes, was stationed at the 
foot of the hills, having a powerful 
advanced guard of caval^ in front of 
the fortified position of the Rosenitz- 
beig. Behind these was placed the 
corps of Bemadotte, who by forced 
marches had arrived in line from Iglau 
on the Bohemian frontier. To their 
right, on the right of the high road, 
also in reserve, were stationed the 
grenadiers of Oudinob^ with the cavalry 
under Murat; and the Imperial Guard, 
under Bessi^res, in a third line behind 
them. The centre was composed of 
the corps of Marshal Soult, which was 
uncommonly strong, and occupied the 
villages from Qirzikowitz to Eobelnitz, 
opposite the heights of Pratzen, which 
had been abandoned to the enemy. The 
light wing, under Davoust, was thrown 
back in a semicircle, with its reserves 
at the abbey of Raigem in the rear, 
and its &ont line stretching to the 
lake Menitz. Before the night of the 
1st December, above ninety thousand 
men were here assembled within the 
space of two leagues ; all veterans in- 
iired to war, and burning with im- 
patience to signalise themselves in the 
decisive battle which was to take place 
on the morrow. 

125. Napoleon spent the whole of 
.that day on horsebacki riding along 
the raxucs, visiting the outposts, ad- 
dressing the soldiers, and studying the 
ground. When a standard of the 
Italian army appeared, he spoke to the 
men in those words of brief but nervous 
eloquence by which he knew so well 
how to win their hearts ; many of the 
veterans he even distinguished by name, 
and reminded of the dangers and glories 
they had shared together. " Soldiers I" 
said he, ** we mtust finish this war by a 



decisive blow;" and loud cries of " Vive 
I'Empereur I " proved that he had not 
miscalculated the ardour of his fol- 
lowers. He continued riding through 
the bivouacs, animating the men, till 
long after nightfall, and then retired 
to his tent, where he dictated one of 
those magical proclamations which so 
often, on the eve of great events, con- 
tributed to the astonishing victories 
which he won.* Suddenly, as he rode 
along, surrounded by his generals, fires 
were seen kindling on all sides; a 
brilliant illumination arose in all the 
bivouacs ; the heavens were filled with 
the ruddy glow ; and loud shouts in 
every direction announced some extrar 
ordinary transport among the soldiers* ' 
It was the enthusiasm of the common 
men, which, wrought up to the high- 
est pitch by the interest of the moment 
and the presence of their beloved Em- 
peror, celebrated thus, by the volun- 
tary conflagration of the wood of their 
huts, and straw of their bivouacs, the 
first anniversary of his coronation. 

126. The night was cold but clear, 
though a thick fog, as is not unusual 
in that country, covered all the lower 
grounds, and hardly permitted the 
sentinels to discern each other at ten 
yards' distance. At four in the morn* 
ing the Emperor mounted on horse- 

* *' Soldiers 1 The Ruasian army has pre* 
aented itaelf before you to reTenfi;e the dis- 
aster of the Austrians at Utan. They ai-e the 
same men whom you conquered at Holla- 
bnmn, and on whoee flying traces you have 
followed. The positions which we occupy 
are fbrmidable, and while they are marching 
to turn my righ^ they must present their 
flank to your blows. Soldiers 1 I will my- 
self direct all your battalions. I will keep 
myself at a distance fh>m the fire, if, with 
your accustomed valourp you carry disorder 
and conftision into the enemy's ranks ; but 
should victory appear for a moment uncer- 
tain, you ahaU see your Bmperor expose him- 
self to the first strokes; for victory must not 
be doubtfiilon this occasion, especially when 
the reputation of the French In&ntty is at 
stake, which is so dear an interest to the 
honour of the whole nation.** This is per- 
haps the first instance recorded in histonr 
where a general openly announced to his sol- 
diers the manoeuvre by whidi he expected 
they would prove viot^oos ; while the pro- 
mise that he was not^ except in the last ex- 
tremity, to put himself at tneir bead, affords 
the dleurest indication of the mutual confi- 
dence which loner senice tc^ther had Mtab- 
Uahed between uiem.— Dumas; xIt. 148, 14A. 
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An vas sfcill amoBg tiie imnKBae * 
mnltitade wbo ware eonemtmied in i 
the FresDch lines ; boned in ile^ the i 
scddienfiKgot alike their tdnmphs and j 
the dangRTB they were about to under- . 
gOL Gradoalljy however, a confoaed j 
mmmnr araae from the Rnwwan hoet ; j 
the lights midtiplied towaida Aujead 
and the Boath-eastem parts of the 
honzcm ; and all the reports from the 
oa^posts announced that the advance 
from rig^t to left had already commen- 
ced along their whole line. In effect, 
the ordeiB had been despaiched at 
midnight; all th»r columns were in 
full march, within two hours after, to 
tam theFrencfaright. At three o'dodE, 
a detachment of Austrian horse pre- 
sented themselves before Telnits, the 
outeimost village in the possession of 
the French on that side^ and shortly 
alter an attack with infrnlzy and artil- 
lery was made on that important poet. 
Ko sooner did Ni^leon hear the sound 
of the distant cannonade in that direc- 
tion, than he ordered Soult to bring 
his columns up to the very entrance of 
the defiles formed by the villages and 
woods in the low grounds on either 
side of the rivulet^ in order that> the 
instant the enemy appeared sufficiently 
engaged in their p^ilous cross-march, 
his numerous battalions might be at 
once thrown on their flank. The sol- 
diers accordingly advanced: every 
heart throbbing with anxiety, every 
eye turned to the east^ where still, in 
that wintry season, no ^^immering of 
light appeared. 

127. Gradually the stars^ which 
throughout the night had shone dear 
and bright in the firmament, began to 
disappear ; the ruddy glow of the east 
announced the approadli of day; and 
the tops of the lulls, illuminated by 
the level rays, appeared clear and 
sharp above the ocean of fog that roll- 
ed in the valleys.* At last the sun 

* ' * The skies were nerer half so fair and clear 
As ia the breaking of that blessed day : ^ 
The merry momiog smiled, and aeem'd to 

wear, 

• Upon her silver crown, son's golden ray; 
And, without cloud, heav'u Us redoubled 

liffht 
Bent down to see this field, this tnj, this 
fight." 

Tasso, Jertualem JDeHvertd, zx. 5. 



rose in unclouded brilliaiicy — that 
" Sun of A^ustolitK" which he so often 
afi^waxds apostrophised as iHuminaV 
ing the most splendid periods of his 
life. As the mist sank, and the upp^ 
eminoioes in the lowor grounds be- 
came visible, the magnitude of the 
frnlt which the enemy had conmiitted 
became apparent : the heights of Prat- 
sen, the key to their position, which 
the evening before had been crowned 
with artillery and glittering with arm- 
ed mcD, were now deserted. It was 
evident that the left wing; advancing 
towards Telnitz, had descended to the 
low grounds, ai^ that the AUies, in* 
toit on outflanking their opponents, 
had entirely abandoned the thought of 
retaining their position. The nuurshals 
who surrounded Napoleon, saw the ad- 
vantage, and eagerly besought him to 
give the signal for action ; but he re- 
strained their ardour, and turning to 
Soult^ said, " How long would it take 
you from hence to reach the heights of 
Pratsen f " — " Less than twenty min^ 
utes," replied the marshal; "for my 
troops are in the bottom of the valley, 
covered with mist and the smoke of 
their bivouacs ; the enemy cannot see 
them." — ''In that case," said Napo- 
leon, "let us wait twenty minutes: 
when the enemy is making a false 
movement, we must take good care 
not to intoTupt him." Burning with 
impatience, the marshals stood around 
awaiting the signal; but before that 
time was fuUy elapsed, a violent fire 
was heard on the right towards Tel- 
nitz, and an aide-de-camp, arriving in 
haste, announced that the enemy had 
commenced the attack in great foi*oe 
in that quarter. " Now, then, is the 
moment^" said Napoleon; and the 
marshals set off at the gallop in all di- 
rections for their respective coi<ps. At 
the same time the Emperor mounted 
his horsey and riding through the fore- 
most ranks, " Soldiers 1 " said he, "the 
enemy has imprudently exposed him- 
self to your blows ; we shall finish the 
war with a dap of thunder." 

128. The French army occupied an 
interior positioui fh)m whence their 
columns staged like rays firom a centre, 
while the AUies were toiling in a wide 
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semicircle round their outer extremity. 
Marshal Soult, in the centre, first got 
into action ; but long before he could 
pass the hollow ground which separat- 
ed the two armies, the Russian left 
wing, under Buxhowden, had gained 
•considerable successes. So yiolent was 
their onset, so great their superiority 
of force at the first encounter, that the 
French were driven from the village 
of Telnitz, and Buxhowden was ad- 
vancing beyond the extreme right of 
their position. Alarmed at the pro- 
gress of the enemy on the right, Na- 
poleon ordered Bavoust, who, with his 
I'eserve, lay near the abbey of Raigem, 
to advance to check them ,* but before 
he could come up, Sokolnitz also was 
•carried, amid loud shouts, and the 
French right wing appeared completely 
turned. But it was in such moments 
that the cool judgment and invincible 
tenacity of Marshal Davoust appeared 
most conspicuous. Arranging his 
forces in battle array beyond the vil- 
lage of Sokolnitz, he received the Rus- 
Bians, when issuing from it disoi'dered 
by success, with such resolution, that 
they were not only arrested in their 
advance, but driven out of that village 
with the loss of six pieces of cannon. 
Buxhowden, however, returned in 
greater force ; the French were again 
•expelled, blood flowed in torrents, and 
both paities maintained the conflict 
with invincible resolution. 

129. Affairs wera in this state on the 
right, when Soult» with his powerful 
corps, was suddenly thrown on the 
Russian centre. The foui-th allied 
column, under KoUowrath, composed 
of Austrians and Milaradovitoh's corps 
of Russians, consisting of twenty-seven 
battalions, was just beginning to ascend 
the slopes of the Pratzen, which had 
been entirely evacuated by the third 
corps, tmder Buxhowden, immediately 
preceding it, when its outposts per- 
ceived the inmxense dark mass of 
French infantry emerging out of the 
mist in the low grounds on their light. 
Kutusoff instancy saw his danger ; the 
enemy's centre, in order of battle, was 
ready to assail the combined army 
while in open columns of march. But 
if a fault in generalship had been com- 



mitted, nothing that resolution could 
do to repair it was wanting. The 
Emperor Alexander was with the 
centre column, and his was not a cha- 
racter to sink tamely before misfortune. 
By his directions, Kutusoff gave im- 
mediate orders for the corps which had 
descended from the heights of Pratzen 
to reoccupy that important position. 
The infantry of Milaradovitch and Kol- 
lowrath, forming the fourth column, 
rapidly wheeling into order of battle 
from open column, was formed in two 
lines, and every disposition made in 
the utmost haste to receive the enemy. 
Before they could be completed, how- 
ever, the first line of Soult, composed 
of the divisions of St Hilaire and Yan- 
damme, had ascended the heights. Its 
attack was so impetuous that the Rus- 
sian front line was broken and driven 
back upon the second with the loss of 
several pieces of cannon ; the heights 
of Pratzen, after a desperate conflict of 
two hours' duration, were carried, and 
six battalions, which occupied a hill 
forming the highest part of the ridge, 
cut to pieces. The danger was ex- 
ti*eme; the allied army, surprised in 
its cross march, was pierced through 
the centre, and the left wing in ad- 
vance entirely separated from the re- 
mainder of the army. 

180. While this important success 
was gained in the centre, the French 
left, under Bemadotte, Murat, and 
Lannes, was also warmly engaged with 
the enemy. Lannes advanced direct 
upon Rausnitz; Murat, 'with his nu- 
merous squadrons in the low grounds, 
on the right of Lannes, between Gir- 
zikowitz and Kruh; Bemadotte de- 
bouched from Girzikowitz upon the 
village and heights of Blasowitz. They, 
too, surprised the combined forces in 
their line of march; and Napoleon 
sent repeated orders to these generals 
to attack the enemy promptly and 
vigorously, in order to prevent them 
from sending foi*ward any succours to 
the centre, where the decisive blow 
was to be struck. The French mar- 
shals advanced to the attack in the 
oi'der prescribed for the whole army, 
with the front line in order of battle, 
the second in column, wiUi the artil- 
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ieiy in front, and the heavy cavalry in 
reserve behind the second hne— a dis* 
position everywhere attended with the 
happiest effects. The Russian right 
wing, while moving along without any 
conception that tibe enemy was at 
hand, were thunderstruck at finding 
themselves suddenly assailed by French 
columns emerging in battle array out 
of the mist ; and so complete was the 
surprise, that the reserve under the 
Grand-duke Constantine was one of the 
first divisions to find itself engaged. 
Their dispositions, nevertheless, were 
speedily made : the artillery was ra- 
pidly brought forward to the front, and 
under cover of its fire the marching 
columns, with all imaginable haste, 
wheeled into line. Gradually, however, 
the French infantry gained ground; 
and, taking advantage of their success, 
the cavahy under Kellermann were 
assailing even the Russian Imperial 
Guard, when Prince Lichtenstein, at 
the head of the splendid Russian hu* 
lans of the Guard, charged them with 
such vigour that they were instantly 
broken, and the allied horse, following 
up their success, broke through the 
first French line, swept through the 
openings between the second, and in- 
tei'posed in the interval between the 
corps of Bemadotte and Lannes. 
Here, however, they were in their turn 
charged by Murat at the head of a large 
body of Napoleon's cavalry, and driven 
back through both French lines, who 
threw in a flanking fire on their dis- 
ordered squadrons with such effect 
that nearly half their numbers were 
stretched on the plain.* 

131. This murderous strife on the 
left was attended with no decisive suc- 

* The combat of Lannes, Bernadotte, and 
Murat, on the left, was remarkable for the 
perfect success with which the troops, ar- 
na^ed in the order prescribed bv Napoleon, 
baffled all the efforts of the Allies, whose 
numerous and magnificent cavalry had there 
a flill opportunity of acting. The first line 
was uniformly drawn up in battle array ; the 
second in squares of battalions — the artillery 
and light horse in front, with- the heavy cav- 
alry arranged in several lines in the rear of 
the whole. Thus, if a charge of horse, which 
was f^requently the case, broke the first ar- 
ray, it passed, while disordered by success, 
through the intervals between the squares 
VOL. VL 



cess to either party ; but it had the 
desired effect of preventing any suc- 
cours being sent from that quarter to 
the centre, now severely pressed by 
Soult. At length Kutusoff, seriously 
alanned at the progress of that sturdy 
assailant, recalled a large part of Licht- 
enstein's cavalry to make a fresh effort 
against the enemy on the heights of 
Pratzen : the remainder of the horse 
of Ouvaroff formed a mass of thirty 
squadrons, which it was hoped would 
suf&ce to keep up the communication 
between the centra and right wing of 
the Allies. But though these disposi- 
tions were judicious, they bore no sort 
of comparison to the measures of Na- 
poleon, who, seeing clearly that Prat- 
zen was the decisive poin^ ordered up 
to the support of Soult, already victo- 
rious, the whole corps of Bemadotte, 
the Guard, and grenadiers of Oudinot 
— ^inall, fully twenty-fivethousand men. 
But before they could arrive, a despe- 
rate shock had taken place in the 
centra The Grand-duke Constantine, 
perceiving the danger of KoUowrath's 
troops, and alarmed at the progress 
which Lannes and Bemadotte were 
making on his own side, brought for- 
ward the Russian Imperial Guard, and, 
descending from the heights, advanced, 
midway between Pratzen and Blaso- 
witz, to meet the enemy. They were 
received by the division of Yandamme 
of Soult's corps ; and while a furious 
combat was going on between these 
rival bodies of infantry, the French 
were suddenly assailed in flank by the 
Russian cuirassiera of the Guard, two 
thousand strong, in the finest order, 
led by Constantine in person. The 
shock was irresistible : in an instant 

behind the first line, from whose front and 
flanks it sustained a heavy fire. If they escap- 
ed that, the horsemen were suddenly assailed, 
when blown and dispersed, by a solid mass of 
heavy cavalry in the rear, which never fkiled 
to hurl them back in conf^ion through the 
squares, who by this time had reloaded their 
pieces, and whose flanking fire completed the 
destruction of their gallant assailants. The 
British heavy brigade of horse at Waterloo 
suffered extremely from a similar disposition 
made by Napoleon, which enabled him ulti- 
mately to baffle the most intrepid charges of 
the finest cavalry in the world after they had 
achieved important success. — Dumas, xi v. 183. 
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the French coltimn was l«oken, three 
battalions were trampled under foot^ 
and the 4th Regiment lost its eagle. 

132. Kapoleon saw there was not a 
moment to be lost in repairing the dis- 
order; and he imme<&ately ordered 
Marshal Bessi^res, with the cavalry of 
the Guard, to arrest that terrible body 
of horse. Rapp put himself at the 
head of their adyanoed guard, and set 
off at the gallop down the hill, to re- 
store the combat. " Soldiers 1 " said 
he, "you see what has happened below 
there : they are sabring our comrades ; 
let us fly to their succour." Instantly 
spiuiing their chargers, they precipi- 
tated tihemselTes upon the enemy. 
The Russians had scarcely time to re- 
form their squadrons after their glori- 
ous Buooessy when this fierce enemy 
was upon them. They were broken, 
driyen back over the dead bodies of 
the square they had destroyed, and 
lost their artillery. Rallying, however, 
in a few minutes with admirable dis- 
cipline, upon being reinforced by the 
superb regiment of Chevalier Quards,* 
they returned to the charge. Both 
Imperial Guards met in fuU career: 
the shock was terrible ; and the most 
desperate cavalry action that had taken 
place during the war ensued, and lasted 
for above five minutes. Colonel Mor- 
land, who commanded the French 
chasseurs of the Guard, was killed in 
the mdl^e, and the French horse were 
driven back. But as the Russian Che- 
valier Guards were pursuing with loud 
shouts, and in some disorder, they 
were in their turn assailed in fiank by 
the grenadiers-^-cheval under Bessi^res 
in person. This powerful reserve, 
composed of the very flower of the 
Guards mounted on superb horses, im- 
mediately engaged in a desperate con- 
test with Constantino's Chevalier 
Guards. The Russian infantry, though 
dose at hand, merely looked on : so 
closely were the squadrons intermingled 
that they did not venture to fire, for 
fear of destroying their comrades. 
The resolution and vigour of the com- 
batants were equal; squadron to squad- 
ron, man to man, they fought wilh in- 

* A corps in which all the privates were 
gentlemen. 



vincible firmness, and soon the ground 
was strewed witix the dead and the 
dying. At length, however, the stem 
obstinacy of the Russians yielded to 
the enthusiastic valour of the French : 
the cavalry and infiantry of their Guard 
gave way, and, after losing their artilr 
lery and standards, were driven back 
in confosion almostto the walls of Aus« 
terlitz; while, from a neighbouring 
eminence, the Emperors of Russia and 
Germany beheld the irretrievable rout 
of the flower of their army.f 

188. This desperate encounter was 
decisive of the fate of the day. Pierced 
through the middle, with the bravest 
of their troops destroyed, the Russians 
no longer fought for victory, but for 
existence. In effect, the defeat of the 
centre, which was now borne back 
above a mile from the field of battle, 
exposed the left wing, between Aujezd 
and Sokolnitz, to the most imminent 
danger. Rapidly following up his suo^ 
cess. Napoleon caused his reserves, 
consisting of the grenadiers of Oudi- 
not and the Imperial Guard, to whoel 
to the right to aid Soult in attacking 
the rear of that wing, while Davoust^ 
near Sokolnitz, pressed its front They 
first came up with a division of six 
thousand men, who were retracing 
their steps, too late, to support the 
centre. Assailed at once in front and 
both flanks by immense masses of in- 
fantry and cavalry flushed with victory, 
this body was speedily defeated, and 
h^ of its number made prisoners. 
Rapidly advancing from left to right, 
the victorious French next came upon 
Langeron, who shared the same fate : 
and the survivors from his division, 
flying for refuge to Buxhowden, first 
communicated to that general the mel- 
ancholy intelligence of the disasters 
which had befallen the central divi- 
sions of the army. He immediately 
formed his troops into close column, 
and began to debouch from Aujezd 
with a view to regain, by a road be- 
tween the marshes of the Littawa and 

t It is the moment when Bapp retomed 
with his cbuger aJl bloody, to announoe this 
decisive success^ that Oeraid has selected for 
hia admirable and well-known picture of the 
battle of AuBterlitz.— Eapp, 62. 
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the high grounds which adjoin them 
to the north, the remains of the army 
at Austerlitk Bnt before they had 
proceeded half a mile, the marching 
column was furiously attacked in flank 
at different points by the Tictorious 
French, who succeeded in piercing it 
through the middle, and separating 
Buxhowden with a few battalions in 
advance from the remainder of the 
array. The unhappy body which was 
cut off, consisting of eight-and-twenty 
battalions, under Doctoroff and Lan- 
geron, was soon assailed in front, flank, 
and rear, by the Imperial Guard, Soult, 
and Davoust. After a braye resis- 
tance, they were at length oyerwhelm- 
ed : seven thousand were takoi or de- 
stroyed on the spoty and great num- 
bers sought to save themselves by 
crossing, with their ai-tillery and caval- 
ry, the frosen lake of Satschan which 
adjoined their line of march. The ice 
was already beginning to yield under 
the enormous weighty when the shot 
from the French batteries on the 
heights above broke it in all directions : 
a frightful yell arose from the perish- 
ing multitude, and above two thou- 
sand brave men were swallowed up in 
the waves. Though great part of 
Doctoroff*B corps, however, was de- 
stroyed, that general conducted him- 
self with the most heroic resolution. 
Takmg advantage of a rising ground 
which in some degree covered his rear, 
he drew up the remains of his corps 
in three lines • — the cavalry in the 
front line, the artillery in the second, 
the infantry in rear. They there pre- 
served a firm countenance, while some 
squadrons of horse explored a line of 
retreat between the lake of Satschan 
and that of Menits. Part succeeded 
in making their way through ; but the 
larger portion were cut down by Mu- 
raVs dragoona '*X had seen," said 
Langeron, an eyewitness, ** many bat- 
tles lost ; but I could not have formed 
an idea of such a defeat" 

184. While these decisive successes 
were gained in the centre and right, 
the French left had also entirely pre- 
vailed over its opponents. Encouraged 
by the cries of victory which they 
heard to their right, and the sight 



of their battalions on the heights 
which' in the morning had been 
crowded with the enemy, the French 
troops in that quarter redoubled 
their efforts, and Lannes and Murat 
exerted all their energies to complete 
the discomfiture of their gallant op- 
ponents. For five hours tibe combat 
continued wii^out any decisive ad- 
vantage, Hie sharp rattle of the musket- 
ry interrupted at intervals by thunder- 
ing charges of horse : but at noon the 
Allies sensibly gave way. The heights 
of Kasowits, the plateau of Kruh, the 
village of Hollubitz, were successively 
carried; and at length the Russians, 
entirely dislodged from the ridge of 
eminences they had oocupied in ^e 
morning, were assembled in one dose 
column by Bagrathion,and commenced 
their retreat in the direction of Auster- 
lits. Suchet and Murat, at the head 
of their respective divisions of infantry 
and cavahy, succeeded in breaking 
part of that mass, and dislodging it 
from the road to OlmtLts, where al- 
most the whole of the baggage of the 
Allies fell into the hands of the victors. 
By great exertions and heroic resolu- 
tion, Bagrathion succeeded, before 
nightfall, in effecting his retreat with 
the remainder to Austerlitz, already 
filled with the wounded, the fugitives, 
and the stragglers from every part of 
the army. 

135. Thus terminated the battle of 
Austeriits, the most glorious of all the 
victories of Napoleon — ^that in which 
his military genius shone forth with 
the brightest lustoe: for the stroke, 
which at once re-estaolished his affairs 
and prostrated Europe, was most dear* 
ly owing to the manifest superiority of 
his manosuvres. The loss of the Allies 
was immense. Thirty thousand men 
were killed, wounded, or made prison- 
ers : * a hundred and eighty pieces of 
cannon, four himdred caissons, and 
forty-five standards, remained the tro- 
phies of the Victoria triumph ; and the 
disorganisation of Ihe combined forces, 
was complete. It is true, these advan- 
tages had been dearly purchased; 

* The prisoners were 10,000 Rtundans and 
600 Austrians; butaoonaiderable proportion 
of them were wounded. 
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twelve thousand French had been 
killed or wounded in the struggle ; but 
the Allies were cut off from the road 
to Olmiitz, and their line of retreat to- 
wards Hungary exposed them to be 
harassed by Davoust in flank, while 
Napoleon's victorious legions thunder- 
ed in their reai*. Such was the con- 
sternation produced by this disaster, 
that, in a council held at midnight at 
the Emperor Francis' headquarters, it 
was resolved, by a great majority, that 
the further prolongation of hostilities 
was hopeless ; and at four in the morn- 
ing Prince Lichtenstein was despatch- 
ed to the headquarters of Napoleon to 
propose an armistice. 

186. There was no difficulty in com- 
ing to an understanding. Napoleon 
was too well aware of the magnitude of 
the danger from which he had escaped, 
and the serious nature of the perils 
with which he was still environed, to 
hesitate about accepting any offers 
which might detach the Emperor of 
Germany from the alliance. He had 
gained, it is true, one of the most bril- 
liant victories on record in the annals 
of war, and the Russian army was 
threatened with a disastrous retreat, 
'Which would in all probability double 
iits losses : but it was the very immen- 
4iity of the success which he had 
achieved which was the source of his 
•embarrassment. Was he prepared, in 
-the depth of winter, to follow the Mus- 
•covite standards into the recesses of 
Poland or the Ukraine, and incur the 
liazard of rousing a national war by 
approaching the frontiers of old Rus- 
■aia? Supposing he were, what were 
the enemies which he would leave on 
iiis flanks and rear? The Archduke 
Charles, at the head of eighty thousand 
men in the finest condition, was ap- 
proaching Vienna, and had already 
«ummoned the French garrison in that 
capital to surrender, while his oppo- 
nent, Massena, was still far on the 
other side of the Julian Alps. Hun- 
gaxy, with its ancient spirit, was rising 
en mcute at his approach. The Arch- 
duke Ferdinand, with the aid of the 
Bohemian levies, had just chased the 
Bavarians from Iglau. The Russian 
reserves were approaching Olmiitz ; 



while Prussia, with one hundred thou- 
sand men, was preparing from Saxony 
to pour into Franconia, and entirely 
cut off all communication with the 
Rhine. How was it possible, with such 
forces accumulating in his rear, to ad- 
vance further into the wilds of Sarma- 
tia in purauit of his Scythian foe ? Yet 
how could he remain where he was, to 
peimit them to encircle him with their 
arms? Or how retreat, without the 
commencement of a series of disasters 
which would certainly dissipate the 
magical influence of his success, and 
might lead to the total overthrow of 
his power ? 

187. Impressed with these ideas, it 
was with the most lively satisfaction 
that Napoleon heard of the arrival of 
the Austrian envoy at his headquar- 
ters, and foresaw the means of extri- 
cating himself from his present embar- 
rassments, not only without further 
danger, but with the utmost possible 
^clat. As on the Carinthian moun- 
tains in 1797, and at Marengo in 1801, 
he found an audacious and perilous ad- 
vance followed by the highest triumph 
and success. Profoundly skilled in dis- 
simulation, however, he carefully con- 
cealed these sentiments in the recesses 
of his bosom, and to the Prince Licht- 
enstein spoke only of the magnitude 
of the sacrifices which he made in con- 
senting to any accommodation, and the 
immense advantages which, by the con- 
tinuance of hostilities, were within his 
grasp. The better to increase the ter- 
ror of his arms, he refused to suspend 
the march of his victorious legions, 
and, appointing the following day for 
the interview with the Emperor of 
Germany, gave orders in the mean time 
for following up the enemy with the 
utmost possible vigour. 

138. Meanwhile the allied army, ex- 
tremely weakened and in deep dejec- 
tion, continued its retreat, not without 
sustaining a considerable loss from the 
attacks made on its rear-guard. They 
crossed the Marche, and the Emperor 
of Russia established his headquarters 
at the chateau of Holitsch; but the 
Emperor Francis remained nearer the 
French outposts at Czeitch, in order 
to be ready for the conference which 
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Napoleon had fixed for the day follow- 
ing. The latter moved on to the ad- 
Tanced-posts, and received the Em- 
peror of Germany at a windmill on the 
roadside near Saratchitz, still shown to 
travellers, where the fire of a bivouac 
protected them from the inclemency of 
the weather. " I receive you/' said 
Ifapoleon, " in the only palace which 
I have inhabited for the last two 
months." — " Tou have made such good 
use/' replied Francis, '' of that habita- 
tion, that it should be agreeable to 
you." The officers of their respective 
suites then retired, and the two em- 
perors conversed for above two hours, 
in the course of which the terms of 
accommodation were verbally agreed 
on. Napoleon took advantage of that 
opportimity to display all his talent in 
the colouring which he gave to his own 
conduct, and the dai'k shades in which 
he represented that of the Allies. 
Everything, as usual, was laid on Eng- 
land It was the incessant ambition, 
corrupting gold, and Machiavelian po- 
licy of those islanders, which had so 
long divided the Continent ; the blood 
and misery of the European powers 
were the means by which they ele- 
vated themselves to greatness, and, 
amidst universal suffering, engrossed 
the commerce of the world; the re- 
proaches which they lavished on his 
ambition were in reality applicable to 
themselves ; the cause of France was 
the cause of Austria, was the cause of 
Russia, was the cause of the civilised 
world ; and the real enemy of them all 
was that perfidious power, which, hav- 
ing nothing in common with European 
nations but its situation, continually 
sowed the seeds of dissension on the 
Continent, and, secure from attack it- 
self, foimd the principal source of its 
grandeur in the misfortunes of the 
states by which it was surrounded. 
The Emperor Francis was in no con- 
dition to enter the lists of controversy 
with the conqueror of Austerlitz ; but 
he did not forget his own dignity in 
misfortune, and sullied his character 
by none of those sallies against his 
former allies, which Napoleon, with his 
usual disregard of truth, put into his 
mouth in the bulletins. 



139. The conference lasted two houn, 
after which the two emperors embraced 
and separated with all the marks of 
mutual esteem. The conditions had 
been verbally agreed on, and it was 
arranged that Pressburg should be the 
seat of the negotiations, and that an 
amustioeshould immediately take place 
at all points. The Emperor of Russia 
was no party to the conference; but 
the Emperor of Austria engaged his 
word of honour for his ally, that he 
would accept the conditions which were 
offered, namely, that hostilities should 
cease between the two armies, and 
that his troops should retire by slow 
marches, without further molestation, 
to their own country.* Savary was 
sent next day to the Emperor Alex- 
ander to invite him to accede to these 
terms, which were immediately agreed 
to; and without requiring any other 
guarantee than his word. Napoleon im- 
mediately stopped the advance of his 
columns.^ In truth, after the seces- 

* Though not a party to this conference, 
the Emperor Alexander derived great benefit 
from it, in securing the retreat of the troops 
under his command. Their only means of 
retreat over the Marche(or Morava) was by 
the bridge of Goding, which was defended 
by an Austrian division under General Meer- 
f(^t. DavouBt liad already commenced hi» 
march against that point, and had arrived 
widiin little more than a mile of it, at the- 
entrance of a defile where the Austrians had 
placed their artillery, when Alexander sus- 
pended the operations bv a note written with 
his own hand, in which he annoimced tha- 
conference which was going forward between 
the Emperors of France and Germany. Whe- 
ther Davoust could have gained ixNssession 
of the bridge at Goding i« very doubtful, as^ 
independent of the Austrians, twenty-six 
thousand Russians were at hand, who would 
have come up before evening, and fought 
with the courage of despair. — Savart, ii. 
144, 145. 

t Savary reached the Emperor of Russia's- 
headquarters at four in the morning of 
the 6th. He found that monarch already 
dressed; and he immediately received an 
audience. '^I am very happy to see yoa 
again," said Alexander, "on an occasion so 
glorious for you ; that day will take nothiug 
from the reputation which your master has 
earned in so many battles. It was my first 
engi^ement, and I confess that the rapidity 
of ills manoeuvres never gave me time to 
succour the menaced points ; everywhere you 
were at least double the number of our 
foroea"— *• Sire,*' replied Savary, " your Ma- 
jesty has been misinformed. Our force, upon 
the whole, was twenty-five thousaud leas 
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sion of Austria^ the war, at least in that 
quarter, had no longer an object, and 
the Emperor of Russia justly deemed 
himself fortunate in being able to extri> 
eate his army, without further loss, 
from its perilous situation. Anxious 
to conciliate the good-will of so power* 
ful an adversary, Napoleon returned 
several of the Russian officers who had 
been made prisoners, without exchange ; 
and Alexander set out two dayit after, 
by post, for St Petersburg. 

140. On the 6th December an armis- 
tice was foimally concluded at Auster- 
litz, by which it was stipulated, that 
until the conclusion of a general peace, 
the French should continue to occupy 
all those portions of Upper and Lower 
Austria, the Tyrol, Styiia, Carinthia, 
Camiola, and Moravia, at present in 
their possession; that the Russians 
should evacuate Moravia and Hungary 
in fifteen days, and QaUoia in a month ; 
that all insurrectionary movements 
in Hungary and Bohemia should be 
stopped, and no armed force of any 
other power be permitted to enter the 
Austrian territories. This latter clause 
was levelled at the Prussian arma- 
ments, and it afforded the cabinet of 
Berlin a decent pretext for withdraw* 
ing from a coalition into which they 
* liad entered at so' untoward a time. 
Napoleon issued a proclamation to his 
troops^ m which he spoke with just 
pride of their great achievements, and 
awMxied a liberal recon^pense to the 

than yours ; and even of that» the whole was 
not vexy warmly engag^ed; but we man- 
<Buvred muoh, and the same divieion com- 
bated at many difiEbrent points in differmit 
directions; it was that which apiyirently 
multiplied our numberB. Therein Ues the 
art of war ; the Smperor, who has seen forty 
pitched battles, is never wanting in that par- 
ticular. He is stall ready to march against 
the Archduke Gharles* if your M^jes^does 
not, by accepting the armistice^ dispose it 
otherwise."--** What guarantee does your 
master require t" replied Alexander ; " and 
what security can I have that your troops 
will not prosecute their movements against 
mef ' — *' He asks only your word of honour, 
and has instructed me, the moment it is 
given, to suspend the mardi of Marshal Da- 
voust."— *' I give it with pleasure," rejoined 
the Emperor; "and should it ever be your 
fortune to come to St Petersburg, I hope 1 
may be able to render my capital agreeable 
to you."--BA.VABY, IL 142, 143. 



wounded, and the widows of those who 
had fallen in the battle.* At the same 
time he paraded the Russian prisoners 
who could be moved from the hospi- 
tals, above sixteen thousand in num- 
ber, in the most ostentatious manner 
thi'ough the streets of Vienna on their 
road to France, and returned himself 
to Schonbrun to superintend the ne- 
gotiations about to commence at the 
town of Tressburg.+ 

141. Faithful to the principles which 
he had sworn to adhere to at the tomb 
of the Great Frederick, Alexander no 
Bo<Hier found himself delivered from 
the grasp of his redoubtable adversary, 
than he sent to Berlin the Grand-duxe 
Constantine and Prince Dolgorucki, 
offering to place all his forces at the 
disposal of the Prussian cabinet, if they 
would vigorously prosecute the war. 
But the veteran diplomatist to whom 
the fortunes of Prussia were now com- 
mitted had very different objects in 
view, and he was prepared, by an act 
of matchless perfidy, to put the finish- 
ing-stroke to that system of tergiver- 
sation and deceit by which, for ten 
years, the conduct of the cabinet of 
Berlin had been disgraced. Haugwitz, 
as already mentioned, had come to 

* In the bulletin he said, with his usual 
condensed energy — '* Soldiers 1 I am content 
with ^ou ; you have decorated your eagles 
with immortal glory ; peace cannot now be 
far removed. When everything necessary 
to secure the happiness and prosperity of our 
country is obtained, I will lead you back to 
France. Hy people will again behold you 
with joy : and it will be enough for one of 
you to say, ' I was at the battle of Austerlitz,' 
for all yourfellow-citizens to exclaim, 'There 
is a brave man V " Liberal donations at the 
same time were made to all the wounded ; 
the generals received 3000 francs each, and 
the common soldiers a napoleon each ; the 
pensions to the widows of the generals were 
6000 fhmcs, or £240 ; of the colonels, 2400, 
or £96 ; of the common men, 200, or £8 ster- 
ling yearly.— Savabt, iL 148; and Bignon, 

t On his road thither. Napoleon met a 
large convoy of wounded Austrians on tiieir 
route for the hospitals of the capital ; he im- 
mediately descended from his curiage, and 
uncovering as the waggons passed, while his 
suite did the same, he said, in a loud voice, 
" Honour to the brave in misfbrtxme 1" So 
well did this great man know how to win the 
affections, and command the admiration, of 
the very soldiers who had lavished their best 
blood in combAting his power. 
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142. Bat not contoil with thia^ 
H augmili reaolTed to go astep farther. 
On the hnakin^op of the confedeney 
Into which he had jost tttned, he do- 
tennined to secore a part of the spofl 
of his fumer aDies ; and, if he eoold 
not diaaethe Frendi standards beyond 
the Rhine, at least endeaToor to wrest 
finom England those Continental pos- 
sessions which she now i^peared in no 
CMidition to defend. With matchless 
el&onteryhe changed the whole object 
of his nuasifm ; ai^ when admitted in- 
to the pnaenoe of Napoleon afto* the 
'wkAarj, congnitnlated him apon his 
saooesB^ and proposed a treaty, the 
basis of which shoold be the old pro- 
ject of annexing ^oaocsr to tks Pmt- 
stcm domumiams antU the oondaaion of 
a peace between France and En^^and. 
Althoo^ Napoleon had not reoeiTed 
foil acooonts of the treaty of 3d NoTom- 
her, yet he was aware of its substance^ 
and well acquainted with all the mili- 
tary movements which Frusaia had 
beoi making in oonjonction ¥riththe 
Bosaian reserve, thirty thooaand strong, 
which had advanced from Warsaw to 
Breslao. Upon receiving Haugwiti, 
therefore, he broke out into yehement 
declamation against the perfidy of the 
Prussian cabinet; informed lum that 
he was acquainted with all their 
Tnachinatjona ; and that it now lay 
with him alone, after concluding peace 
with Austria^ to tain hia whole force 



the most *'jgnai 
: nKHKS perddr. 
i erer, he added. 

I 90Teresgxks to boxy in obliTMOkthe best 
' foond^ causes of animosity : on Ihia 
; oecasiosxhewaa wiUio^to oralo4>ktli«r 
' past mssconduct, and asenbeit eatir^ 
'to the eSl>rts of England; bvl this 
' could be only on one conditioB — ttwt 
j P^mssia diouM at length abandon its 
! doubtful policy, and enter heart and 
hand into the French alUanoe^ On 
: these terms he was still willing to in- 
corporate HanoTurwith ite domimonB* 
in exdiange for some of its detached 
southern possessions, whi^ w<ttre to be 
ceded to France and BavariiL 

143. Ovcijoyed at the prospect thus 
afibrded of extricating his country, not 
only without loss, but with a great ac- 
cession of toritory, firom its perilous 
situation, Haugwitx at once accepted 
the stipulations. It was agreed that 
Prussia should entor into an allianoe 
with France, and receive^ besides the 
margravate of Baireuth, the whole dee- 
torate of HanoTsr in full sovereignty, 
as well as all the other Continental d> 
miniona of his Britannic Migesty ; and, 
on the other hand, cede to Bavaria the 
maigravate of Anspaoh, and the prin- 
cipalities of Neufch&tel and Gldves to 
France; and accede to all the condi- 
tions of the general peace of Preasburg. 
Aformal treaty to tbjs ^Bfect was signed 
by Haugwitz on 15th December, the 
very day whoi hostiUtieB were to have 
conmienced. And this txea^ the King 
of Prussia, with diagraoefm oupidity, 
ratified under onW a slight modifioa' 
tion. But the ultimate efi^Mts oi this 
treacherous conduct were in the high- 
est degree disastrous. It excited a just 
indignation in the government of Qreat 
Britain,* without reiJly propitiating 

* Ai this treaty is one of the most die- 
graoefiil pasMgesia the bietory of Pmeeia, it 
ia due to the many hifh-minded and honoiUN 
able men which the oabtnet of Beriia eou- 
teined, end eepeoiall v to that able siatssmaa 
end intrepid oounaenor, Heron Hardeabeiv, 
to 81^, that it was signed by Bangwits of bu 
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that of France; and, by inducing a 
false security in the cabinet of Berlin, 
rendered the fall of that power, when 
it was driven into hostilities in the 
following year, as irretrievable as, in 
the estimation of a large part of Eu- 
rope, it was deserved.* 

144. Great was the general indigna- 
tion at Berlin when the particulars of 
this extraordinary treaty were made 
known. The war-party, in particular, 
with the Queen and Prince Louis at 
its head, whose patriotic feelings had 
been roused to the highest pitch by the 
anticipated accession of Prussia to the 
European league, were unmeasured in 
their vituperation at this disgraceful 
spoliation of Qreat Britain, at that very 
moment, a friendly power, and with 
whom a dose alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, had just been concluded. The 
question as to the ratification of the 
treaty was long and anxiously debated 
in the cabinet, national ambition and 
cupidity contending with the principles 
of public faith and a more enlarged 
view of ultimate expedience. At length 
Hardenberg and the opposition so far 

grevailed, that the King, who had 
itherto weakly yielded to Haugwitz, 
and agreed to the spoliation of his ally, 
was shaken, and the treaty was ratified 
only under the following reservations : 

own authority, at Vienna, without'the know* 
ledge or concurrence of the govemtnent at 
home : and that so tax were they from contem- 

Slatmg the oxtraordia^ipr turn to the preju- 
ice of England which affairs had taken at 
Vienna, that, four days after the treaty was 
^gned, a long official note was despatched by 
Hardenbeiig to Lord Harrowby, English am- 
bassador at Berlin, in which it was declared 
that Prussia would regard the entry of French 
troops into Hanover as a declaration of war; 
and various arrangements were proposed for 
the furtheroontinuanoe of the Russian, Swed- 
ish, and English troops in the north of Ger- 
many. So overwhelmed was Hardenberg wi th 
confusion at discovering, six days afterwards, 
by despatches from Haugwitz, what that 
minister had agreed to in regard to Hanover 
at Vienna, that he was led into an angry de- 
bate with the French ministers, which, in 
April following, on the requisition of Napo- 
leon, led to his dismissal from office. Napo- 
leon, with his habitual disregard of truth, 
some months afterwards published in the 
Moniteur an article, in which he declared 
that Hardenberg, whom he cordially hated, 
had vnritten this letter to Lord Harrowby 
without the authority of the cabinet { and 
that he had for '* base bribes prostituted 



—That Napoleon was to obtain at a 
general peace a formal cession of Hano* 
ver to Prussia, and that till that waa 
done the occupation was to be provi- 
sional only — a thin device, totally in- 
adequate to blind the world to the real 
nature of the transaction. " The con- 
duct of Prussia," said Mr Fox, then 
minister for foreign affairs, in his plac» 
in parliament, ** was a union of every- 
thing that was contemptible in servi- 
lity, with everything that was odiou» 
in rapacity. Other nations have been, 
reduced by the fortune of war to cede, 
many of their provinces ; but none ex- 
cept Prussia has been reduced to the 
lowest stage of degradation — that of 
being compelled to become the mini- 
sters of the rapacity and injustice of & 
master.*^ 

145. To complete the picture of the 
operations of this memorable year^ 
and render intelligible some important 
dauseif in the treaty of Pressburg by 
which it was concluded, it is only ne- 
cessary to give a summary of the ope- 
rations in the south of Italy and the 
north of Qermany, which were contem- 
poraneous with these decisive strokea 
on the Danube and in the heart of 
Austria. The court of Naples had 
entered, somewhat late indeed, but cor- 
dially, into the alliance against France. 

himself to the eternal enemies of the Conti- 
nent." This insinuation M. Bignon, albeit 
the chosen pan^^Tist of Napoleon, much to 
his credit, indignantly repelled: "A party 
man," says he, *'and of an impassioned tem- 
perament, M. de Hardenberg was at the sama 
time upright and honourablei That ever since 
the treaty of 3d November, Napoleon should 
regard him as the chief of the party hostile to 
France, and attack him as such, was all Mr ; 
but he had no right to accuse of venality a 
man far above such a reproach. — Bionon, v. 
240 ; and Hardenberg, ix. 30, 42. 

* " You have come," said Napoleon to 
Haugwitz, on his first interview with him 
after the battle of Austerlitz, ** to present 
your master's compliments on a victory ; but 
fortune has changed the address of the let- 
ter." From that moment, in Napoleon's 
mind, the ruin of Prussia was resolved on ; 
but he prudently determined in the meaa 
time to dissemble his resentment, and in the 
first instance suggest to that power an acqui- 
sition of territory, which, by embroiling it 
irretrievably with England, would sow the 
seeds of ruin in what still remained of the 
coalition, and expose it. single and unaided^ 
to the deadly strokes which he already medi- 
tated against its existence.— Bignok, y. 14. 
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Kotwitbatanding the treaty of 21st 
September, already mentioned, by 
which the neatTality of that power 
had been stipxdated, a combined fleet, 
having on bcMtfd ten thousand Russian 
and three thousand English troops, 
cast anchor in the bay of Naples, in 
pursuance of the genenl plan of opera- 
tions concerted by the Allies, and soon 
after landed without experiencing any 
opposition. It was anticipated by the 
Allies, what in effect happened, that 
this act would have the effect of em- 
broiling the Neitpolitan court with the 
French Emperor. Ferdinand, indeed, 
npon the arriyal of this force, publish- 
ed a manifesto, in which he declared 
his resolution to abide by the treaty 
of neutrality, and his inability to resist 
the allied forces ; and he publicly en- 
gaged in no measure of hostility against 
France : but his army was put on the 
war establishment^ and placed under 
the direction of a Russian general The 
Queen did eyerjrthing in her power to 
engage the cabinet in the war : the 
French ambassador, disbelieving, or 
affecting to disbelieve, the court's pro- 
fessions of neutrality, immediately left 
Naples in great indignation ; and the 
government^ seeing war inevitable, was 
taking measures for organising a force 
in the south of Italy, when the battie of 
Austerlitz came, and delivered them up 
unprotected to the wrath of the victor. 
146. It is probable that the common 
cause did not suffer materially from 
the absence of the pusillanimous troops 
of Naples from the theatre of war; 
but the case was very different with 
the forces which had been assembled 
in the north of Qermany. Anxious to 
strike animportantblowinthatquarter, 
but not deeming their strengUi suffi- 
cient to venture on the Continent till the 
intentions of Prussia were declared, the 
British government had fitted out a con- 
siderable expedition, composed of the 
King's German Legion and astrongbody 
of English troops, amounting altogether 
to eighteen thousand men, which ar- 
rived, in October, in Swedish Pomerania, 
under the command of General Don and 
Lord Cathcart. To these were soon 
after joined a Swedish corps of twelve 
thousand men, and a Russian force. 



under Count Ostermazm Tolstoy, often 
thousand ; and it was the int^tion of 
the Allies that the united force, of which 
the King of Sweden was to receive the 
command, having liberated Hanover, 
and raised the militaryforce of that elec- 
torate, shouldadvance towardsHolland, 
and, after freeing the United Provinces 
from their chains, threaten the north 
of France. Many causes conspired to 
produce the miscarriage of tins weIL« 
conceived expedition. The vehemence 
of the King of Sweden could not brook 
the vacillating conduct of the cabinet 
of Berlin, and he threatened that power 
in so unbecoming a manner, that the 
AUies, who at that moment were nego- 
tiating to effect the accession of Prussia 
to the confederacy, were obliged to in- 
terfere in order to , accommodate mat- 
ters, upon which he resigned the com- 
mand and retired to Stralsund. Three 
weeks were consumed in negotiationa 
to repair the breach ; and when at 
length he was prevailed on to resume 
the direction, tiie period of successful 
action had passed. It was already in 
the middle of November, and all that 
this powerful force could effect was to 
commence the siege of Hameln, when 
the battie of Austerlitz changed the 
face of Europe. The immediate effect 
of that blow, followed as it soon after 
was by the accession of Prussia to the 
French league, was to dissolve this hete* 
rogeneous armament : the Russians re- 
tired to Mecklenburg, the English re-em- 
barked their forces, and the Swedes took 
shelter under the cannon of Stralsund. 
147. The negotiations with Austria,, 
dictated by the irresistible power of Na- 
poleon, were not long of being brought 
to a close. By the peace of Pressburg 
she was in a manner isolated from 
France, and to appearance rendered 
incapable of interfering again in the 
contests of Western Europe, To Ba- 
vaiia she was compelled to cede the 
Tyrol and the Inviertel ; to the king- 
dom of Italy, the entire Continen- 
tal dominions of Venice. The whole 
changes to the south of the Alps, 
which had been the original cause of 
the war, were recognised. The Elec- 
tors of Bavaria and Wiirtemberg were 
elevated to the thrones of their respeo- 
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tive dominions, with, large accessions 
of territory to each : to the former, 
besides the Tyrol and Voralbeig, the 
principality of Eichstadt, and various 
lesser lordships in Qermany; to the 
latter, the five towns of the Danube, 
part of the Brisgau, and several other 
fiefs. Baden acquired the remainder 
of the Brisgau, with the Ortenau and 
town of Constance. In exchange for 
BO many sacrifices, Austria merely re- 
ceived the small electorate of Salz- 
bourg and the possessions of the Teu- 
tonic Order, which, from their disper- 
sion in different states, were little 
more than a nominal acquisition. But 
what was of still greater importance, 
the Emperor Francis was forced to en- 
gage " to throw no obstacles in the 
way, either as chief of the empire, or 
as co-sovereign, of any acts which, in 
their character of sovereigns, the Kings 
of Bavaria or Wtirtembeig or the Elec- 
tor of Baden might think proper to 
adopt," — a clause which, by providing 
for the independent authority of their 
infant kingdoms, virtually dissolved 
the Germanic empire. The counter- 
etipulations were entirely illusory : 
Napoleon guaranteed, jointly with Aus- 
tn&, the independence of the Helvetic 
confederacy, which he held in chains ; 
and that of the Batavian republic, 
which he already destined as a separate 
appanage for his brother Louis.* 



The changes made by this treaty were as follows : — 



148. Disastrous as these conditions 
were to the Austrian monarchy, the 
secret articles contained stipulations 
still more humiliating. By them it 
was providec^ that Austria was to pay 
a contribution of forty million francs, 
or £1,600,000, in addition to nearly 
an equal sum already levied by the 
French authorities in the conquered 
provinces, and the loss of aU the mili« 
tary stores and ms^zines which had 
fallen into their hands, which were 
either sent ofif to France or sold for be- 
hoof of that power. But her govern- 
ment judged wisely that all these 
losses, how serious soever, might one 
day be repaired, if the nucleus of the 
army were preserved entire ; and 
therefore they redeemed, at a heavy 
ransom, in virtue of permission con* 
tained in the secret artides of the 
treaty, a large portion of stores andai^ 
tillery which had become the booty of 
the victor, and in secret resolved to ex* 
ert all their efforts to repair in silence 
the military sti-ength of the monardry. 
It is this system, firmly resolved on 
and steadily executed, which has en- 
abled them to rise superior to all their 
reverses, which has brought them tri- 
umphant through all the disasters of 
the war, and obliterated the effect of 
a series of defeats which would have 
prostrated the strength of any other 
people— a memorable eacample of thA 
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Berides this, the sams dnwn from Austria in oontribations and finom the sale of the vast 
warlike magazines which fell into the hands of the French, amounted to 86^000,000 tntum, 
or £8,600,000.— Habdxnsxbo, ix. 472 ; and Bionon, v. 82. 

After tUs.aeoession of territory, the newly-ereoted states stood as follows : — 
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Baden, . 
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10,000 
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But Austria retained 


24,900,000 


280,000 


10,986 


110,000,000 



Bavaria by this means was rendered as powerAil as Prussia was at the accession of the 
Great Frederick.— Hardinbtoo, ix. 472, 474, App. and 23, 24 ; and SUxt. des Stati Autri- 
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vast effect of perseverance in human 
affidrs, and the manner in which it can 
not only compensate, in nations equally 
as individuals, the want of more bril- 
liant acquirements, but obtain the final 
mastery over the greatest efforts of 
transitory passion. 

149. It is evident^ from the statisti- 
cal details given in the preceding note^ 
that Napoleon had no intention, by 
the peace of Pressburg, of totally over- 
throwing the Austrian monarchy. He 
wished only to throw its strength to 
the eastward, and prevent it from 
coming in contact with, or feeling 
jealousy at^ his acquisitions in Italy or 
Germany. He proposed to interpose 
a barrier of subordinate kingdoms, de- 
pendent on France, between his em- 
pire and the Hereditary States ; — the 
kingdom of Italy to the south of the 
Alps, those of Bavaria and Wiirtem- 
berg to the north of these mountains. 
Talleyrand, improving upon this idea, 
went so far as to propose the cession 
to Austria of the provinces of Wallachia 
and Moldavia, as the means of giving 
them the command of the Danube, in- 
ducing them to extend themselves to 
the eastward, and throwing a perpetual 
bone of contention between the cabi- 
nets of Vienna and St Petersburg. But 
Napoleon deemed this too hazardous 
for immediate execution, as precluding 
all hope of accommodation with Rus- 
sia, with which he was extremely de- 
sirous of concluding a treaty, with a 
view to turning his undivided force 
against England 

150. This treaty was immediately 
followed by a measure hitherto unpre- 
cedented in European history — the 
pronouncing a sentence of dethrone- 
ment against an independent sove- 
reign, for no other cause than his hav- 
ing contemplated hostilities against the 
French Emperor. On the 26th De- 
cember, a menacing proclamation pro- 
ceeded from Pressburg, in the 87Ui 
bulletin, which evidently bore marks 
of Napoleon's composition, against the 
house of Naples. The conqueror an- 
nounced, that Marshal St Cyr would 
advance by rapid strides to Naples, 
" to punii^ the treason of a criminal 
queen, and precipitate her from the 



throne. We have pardoned that in- 
fatuated king, who thrice has done 
everything to ruin himself. Shall we 
pardon hun a fourth time ? Shall we 
a fourth time trust a court without 
fiedth, without honour, without reason? 
— ^Nol The dynatty of Naples kaaoeated 
to reign — its existence is incompatible 
with the repose of Europe and the 
honour of my crown." St Cyr imme- 
diately received orders to march, in 
order to carry this decree into execu- 
tion. Such was the first of those sen- 
tences of dethronement which Napo- 
leon afterwards pronounced against 
many of the European monarohs, which 
substituted his own family for the an- 
cient possessors in so many of the ad- 
joining thrones^ and ultimately, by a 
just retribution, overturned his own. 

151. This extraordinary severity to- 
wards a monarch who was only medi- 
tating hostilities against the French 
Emperor, and had certainly done less 
injury to his dominions than any Euro- 
pean dynasty, was one of the most un- 
justifiable acts of that relentless con- 
queror, and at the same time descrip- 
tive of that mixture of boldness and 
prudence by which his ambitious enter- 
prises were always regulated. Let the 
case be put as the f^nch themselvee 
stated it The ambassador of Naples 
at Paris, acting under the authority of 
his cabinet, with the dagger at their 
throat, and under the threat of imme- 
diate invasion, had agreed, on the 21st 
September, to a treatv of neutrality, 
which was ratified by the court, under 
the like menaces, on the 8th October. 
The arrival of the Russian and English 
squadron in the bay of Naples, six 
weeks afterwards, liberated them from 
their apprehensions, and the cabinet 
was preparing to violate the former 
treaty, and join in the coalition against 
France. Such a departure from na- 
tional faith was dishonourable : it was 
a fair ground for hostility, and might 
have justified exactions of considerable 
magnitude ; but was it a sufficient rea- 
son for dethronement! That is the 
point; and if it is, what European 
dynasty has not, fifty times over, justly 
provoked this severity? How often, 
on this pri&iaii^y haa Napolooo: himself 
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deserved that penalty for having vio* 
lated solemn treaties, when it suited 
his own convenience, almost before the 
ink with which they were signed was 
dry ? And what excuse is to be made 
for the revolutionary government of 
France, which so often sent its aimies 
into the adjoining states, to proclaim 
war to the palace and peace to the cot- 
tage, and everywhere rouse, by its 
emissaries and proclamations, the de- 
mocratic authorities to break through 
all former national engagements, upon 
the principle that treaties made by 
despots can never bind the emanci- 
pated sons of freedom ? But this has 
in every age been the system of the 
revolutionary party. None so loud as 
they are in the condemnation of the 
principles, when acted on by others, 
on which their own entire previous 
conduct had been founded. 

152. In fact, however, this unprece- 
dented act of dethroning an independent 
Bovereign,merely because he was making 
preparations for hostilities contrary to 
a subsisting treaty, was instigatad by 
a different motive. Already Napoleon 
had formed the secret design of encir- 
cling France with a girdle, not of affi- 
liated republics, but of subsidiary 
crowns, and of placing on all the neigh- 
bouring thrones the members of his 
own family. He began with Naples, 
because its inhabitants were the most 
unwarlike, and therefore the least like- 
ly to offer any resistance to the change ; 
and because an unerring instinct led 
him to regard as enemies every mem- 
ber of the Bourbon fcm[iily, wherever 
situated. Subsequent instances of the 
same rapacious policy will occur in the 
cases of Holland, Spain, and the king- 
dom of Westphalia, constituted out of 
the spoils of Prussia. And without a 
constant reference to this grand ob- 
ject, it is impossible to explain the ex- 
traordinary rigour which he uniformly 
manifested towards the inconsiderable 
states in his vicinity, and the compa- 
rative lenity evinced to the great mili- 
tary monarchies whose hostilities had 
always been as implacable as they were 
formidable. 

153. The remaining career of Napo- 
leon during this memorable year was 



a continued triumphal procession. Oa 
the 29th December he announced the 
conclusion of peace to his soldiers,* 
and at the same time complimented 
the burgher guard of Vienna on theii 
exemplary conduct during the occupa- 
tion of their capital by his troops, and, 
as a mark of his esteem, restored to 
them the city arsenal, containing, be- 
sides its arms, a number of standards 
taken in the wars with the Turks. He 
could well afford to be generous ; the 
public arsenal had yielded to him two 
thousand pieces of cannon, which were 
already far advanced on their road to 
France. He arrived at Munich on the 
81st December ; and on the day fol- 
lowing appeared the proclamation in 
which he annoimced to the em*aptured 
inhabitants the elevation of the Elec- 
tor to the royal dignity. There also 
he was met by the Empress Josephine i 
a succession of fdtes of unpreoedentecl 
splendour succeeded, in the course of 
which Eugene Beauhamais, as the de- 
served reward of valour, probity, and 
glory, received the hand of the Prin- 
cess Augusta, daughter of the King of 
Bavaria. At the same time the grand- 
son of the Elector of Baden was mar- 
ried to Stephanie Beauhamais, adopted 
daughter of the French Emperor. On 
this occasion Napoleon, in defSetult of 
his own lawful issue, called Eugene 
Beauhamais to the succession of the 
throne of Italy. The formation of a 
common system of conglomeration was 
at the same time announced to the 
senate in these terms: "We reserve 
to ourselves the power to make known 

* "Peace baa just been signed with the 
Emperor of Austaia. You have in the last 
autumn made two campaigns — ^you have seen 
your Emperor share your dangers and your 
£Eitigues — I wish also that you should see: 
him surrounded with the grandeur and splen- 
dour which belong to the sovereign of thee 
first people in the universe. You shall all be 
there — ^we will celebrate the memory of those 
who have died in these two campaigns on the 
field of honour — ^the world shall ever see us 
ready to follow their example, or to do even 
more than we have hitherto accomplished^ 
if necessary, to vindicate our national hon- 
our, to resist the efforts of those who give^ 
way to the seductions of the eternal enemies 
of the Continent." Almost before the can- 
non of Austerlitz had ceased to sound, Na^ 
poleon was contemplating a Prussian war.— 
BlONON, V. 41. 



burg, the Emperoi recroesed that river 
>t Hxe wme place, uid proceeded b; 
rapid joumejs, under triumphal arches, 
amidat applauding multitudes, to Paris, 
nhete be arriTed ou the 2fith Januarj. 
A hundred days t unparalleled in the 
put history of Europe for the magni- 
tude and aplendour of the events wUch 
they embraced ; during nhich bad oc- 
Ouired the capitulation of Ulm, the 
triiUDph of Auflterlitz, the ahock of 
TnifiJgar ; but destined to be eclipsed 
by aDothsr hundred dsyg, in future 
times, firaught with still more momen- 
tous occurrences, the recollection of 
which will endure till time itaelf shall 
be no more.* 

154. The campaign of Austerlitz is 
the most remarkable, ioamilitary point 
flf view, which the history of the war 
afforded. !□ no other year were events 
of such magnitode crowded together, 
Dor had achievemeatB so vast rewarded 
tJie combinations of genius. When we 
recollect that in the beginning of Sep- 
tember the FWnch army was atill canton- 
ed on the heights of Boulogne, and that 
by the erst week of December Vienna 
•vas taken, and the strength of Austria 
and Russia finally prostrated in the 
heart of Horavia, we are lost in aa- 
tonishment at the magnitude of the 
mccesses gained, and the celerity with 
which ruin was brought on the coales- 
ced powers. The march across France 
*nd Germany, the enveloping of Mack, 
the advance to Vienos, the thunder- 
bolt of Austerlitz, were all concluded 
in less than four months I In the Brst 
epoch of the war, Austria struggled for 
six years in doubtful hostility against 



Alexander in person, in two months 
after her troops Srst came into collisioa 
with those of France ! The eitent of 
these triumphs, great as it is, is less 
surprising Uion their celerity ; and we 
are naturally led to ask where. In thesa 
disastrous days, were the heroes who 
so long arrested the arms of Napoleon 
under the walls of Hantua, and drove 
the troops of the Directory, at the 
point of the bayonet, from the banks 
of the Adige to the ehores of the Vnr ! 
Blunders undoubtedly were commit- 
ted ; misfortunes occurred ; but they 
were not peculiar to this season or this 
campaign ; and in the long records of 
Imperial fatuity, parallels ore not 
wonting to the advance to Dim, or the 
flank march of Austerlitz. What waa 
it, then, which made those false steps 
for the first time in European history 
irretrievable, and rendered errors in 
tactics the cause, not of the loss of 
towns or the retrest of amies, but of 
the overthrow of empires and the dis- 
solution of confederacies! 

156. This astonishing result was 
doubtless, in some degree, owing to the 
French Emperor having now for the 
first time chosen as the theatre of war 
the valley of the Danube, the natural 
avenue to the Hereditaiy States, the 
line where neither fortresses nor moun- 
tains impeded hia march, and where a 
great navigable river constantly fur- 
nished the means of transport for the 
suppKes of his army. In fonner wats 
the contest lay in comen of the em- 
pire ; in the plains of Flandeia, among 
the fortresses of Italy, or the ridges of 
the Alps ; and a disaster, however 
great, led only to the loss of the im- 
mediate theatre of combat But in 
the present, all these minor oljecta 
were relinquished, and the main 
strength of the invader was concen- 
trated in the direct road ^m Paris ta 
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with which the Archduke Charles is 
no ways chargeable, as he had clearly 
pointed out the danger, the Aulic 
Council had lefb this wide avenue to- 
tally defenceless ; and while they sent 
the bulk of their forces, under their 
best commander, to the Italian plains, 
on which side the empire was already 
protected by the fortified line of the 
Adige and ike ridges of the Alps, they 
intrusted the defence of the shores of 
the Danube^ though threatened by 
Napoleon in person, to an inferior 
army, under the guidance of an inez* 
perienced leader. The ruinous effects 
of this error became manifest, not 
only in the magnitude of the disasters 
which were incurred, but in the irre- 
trievable consequences with which 
they were attended. Like a skilful 
player at chess, Napoleon struck at the 
heart of his adversaries' power while 
they were accumulating forces round 
his extremities : and when he held 
Vienna in his grasp, and struck them 
to the earth at Austerlit^, the army of 
the Archduke Charles, equal in num- 
bers to his own, was uselessly employ- 
ed in traversing the defiles of the 
Rhsstian Alps. 

156. This extraordinary success, 
however, was not gained without pro- 
portionate risk; and it was evident, 
even to the most superficial observer, 
that the imprudence of the Allies in 
givLDg battle at Austerlitz had extri- 
cated Napoleon from the most peril- 
ous situation in which he had stood 
since the commencement of his career. 
At Marengo, Italy only was at stake, 
and his retreat, in case of disaster, was 
secure by the St Qothard and the St 
Bernard : at Campo Formic, the prin- 
cipal army of France was still unen- 
gaged, and Moreau with a vast force 
was preparing to advance to his sup- 
port through southern Germany. But 
before the battle of Austerlitz his last 
reserves had arrived : the Archduke 
Chai'les, with eighty thousand men, 
was menacing one fiuik, while Prussia, 
with an equcd force, was preparing to 
descend upon another, and the Empe- 
ror of Russia was in his front with a 
host hourly increasing and already 
nearly equal to his own. Delay in 



such ciroumstanees was ruin : advance 
with such arrays in his rear was im- 
possible : retreat was the first step to 
perdition. Vast as the forces of Franca 
were at the commencement of the 
campaign, they were fairly overmatch- 
ed by &e banded strength of Europe 9 
great as the talents of Napoleon were, 
his daring stroke at the vitals of his 
enemies had brought him into a situa- 
tion from whence extrication, save by 
their imprudence, was impossible. 
They had nothing to do but retreat 
towards Poland or Hungary, and thd 
invader must, to all human appear* 
ance, have been enveloped and de- 
stroyed. To hazard a battle when such 
chances were accumulating against 
him, after the experience they had 
had of the prowess of his troops, ap- 
pears such an act of imprudence, that 
one is almost tempted to believe that 
Providence, as part of its great design 
for the government of human aSain, 
had struck the allied chiefs with judi- 
cial blindness, in order that the mighty 
drama might end in a deeper tragedy — 
a still more righteous and fearful re- 
tribution. 

157. But though this rapid advance 
to the heart of Uie empii'e was one of 
the immediate causes of the extraordi- 
nary conquests of the French Emperor, 
yet it was by no means the principal; 
and though perhaps his triumphs might 
not have been so rapid, the result would 
probably have been the same under a 
more cautious system^ although he had 
chosen any other theatre for the contest. 
It was the astonishing increase in the 
military power of France during the five 
years which had elapsed since the ter- 
mination of hostilities, which was the 
principalcause of the rapid overthrow of 
the Austrian power. Napoleon poured 
down the valley of the Danube with a 
hundredand eighty thousandmen, while 
Massena front^ the Archduke Charles 
in Italy with twice the numbers whidk 
fought the battle of Marengo. Foi*ces so 
vast had never before been brought into 
action at any period of the war. Nor 
was this display merely an ephemeral 
eflfort; it was from an armed. body of 
six hundred thousand men that France 
maintained the contest, and she was ca-* 
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pable of keeping them on foot for an 
indefinite period.* It was at once 
evident, upon the commencement of 
hostilities, that her military power had 
increased more during five years of 
peaoe than nine of previous warfare; 
and that Austria, nearly a match 
single-handed for her ancient rival 
when she laid down her arms, was 
totally unequal to the contest when 
she resumed them. 

158. This great change is one of the 
most remarkable transitions of the war, 
and more descriptive than any other 
wlkioh occurred, of that profound and 
unceasing system of military aggrau' 
disement which formed the le^ufUng fea- 
ture in the foreign policy of Napoleon. 
When he sheathed his victorious sword 
at the peaoe of Lun^viUe, moderation 
and equity breathed in all his procla- 
mations, and he professed the most 
anxious desire to cultivate only the 
arts of peace. But in the midst of 
these professions, and while the Con- 
tinent was in a state of profound tran- 
quillity, he was silently but incessantly 
augmenting his warlike resources, in- 
creasing his levies, disciplining his 
forces, new-modelling his army, incor- 
poratmg all lesser states with his do- 
minions; and the fruit of these per- 
petual pacific advances appeared in the 
most decisive manner on the resump- 
tion of hostilities, when he was enabled 
at once to beat down powers which had 
previously waged a long and doubtful 
war with the Bepublic. It was on this 
principle that his conduct was inva- 
riably founded; every suspension of 
warfare was employed only in the pre* 
paration of additional military forces, 
or in the annexation of some minor 
state to his dominions ; and he never 

• Strength of the French army In August 
1806:— 
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appeared so terrible as when he first 
came to a rupture with the powers with 
whom he had contracted the closest al- 
liances, and been longest on terms of 
the greatest apparent cordiality. Five 
years of Continental peace followed the 
treaty of Lun^ville; but a hundred and 
eighty thousand men sprang up, as if by 
enchantment, to follow the standards 
of Napoleon on its termination. Ten 
years of neutrality or alliance with the 
cabinet of Berlin ensued after the treaty 
of B41e ; but at once he struck the Prus- 
sian monarchy to the earth, when at 
last she took up arms to resist his ag- 
gressions. For twelve years Spain laid 
her treasures and resources at his feet ; 
but he rewarded that fidelity by the de- 
thronement of her sovereign and the 
seizure of her dominions. &e profess* 
ed eternal friendship to Alexander at 
Tilsit; but during the five years of 
alliance which followed, he was pre- 
paring the five hundred thousand war- 
riors whom he afterwards led towards 
the Kremlin. 

159. It is the perception of this un- 
deviating policy, and of the enormous 
additions which every interval of peace 
made to his warlike strength, which 
forms the true and unanswerable vin- 
dication of the conduct of the British 
cabinet throughout the struggle. That 
he had from the very first marked out 
England for destruction, he has told 
us himself, and proved by every part 
of his conduct. To what aidvantage he 
could turn the shortest breathing-time 
in warfare, even on that element where 
his power was weakest, is demonstrated 
by the vast increase which was shown 
to have taken place in the French ma- 
rine on the brealpng out of hostilities— 
an increase which, compared with its 
situation at the peaoe of Amiens, is a 
more signal instance of wai'like resur- 
rection than even the victories of Ulm 
and Austerlitz. Had any one predict- 
ed in 1800 that, before five years had 
elapsed. Napoleon was to have the 
means of assembling seventy sail of the 
line in the Channel, and actually to 
combat Nelson with a force superior 
to the greatest fleet England could fit 
out, he would have been deemed much 
less worthy of credit, than if he had 
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foretold that at the fiame period Aus- 
tria was to be prostrated in a single 
campaign. Peace was impossible with 
an enemy actuated by such a principle, 
and capable of turning to such account 
every intermission of war. And the re- 
sult has abundantly proved the justice 
of these views. For while the military 
strength of France arose more terrible 
after every pacification on the Conti- 
nent of Europe, her naval power, thus 
wondeifully recruited during the peace 
of Amiens, never recovered the un- 
broken warfare which followed the dis- 
aster of Trafalgar. 

160. Doubtless the abilities displayed 
by Napoleon during this campaign were 
of the very highest order. The secresy 
and rapidity of the march of so vast a 
body of troops across France ; the se- 
inicirculflT sweep by which they inter- 
posed between Mack and the Heredi- 
tary States, and compelled the surren- 
der of that unhappy chief with half his 
army; the precision with which nearly 
two hundred thousand men, converg- 
ing from the shores of the Channel, 
the coast of Brest, the marshes of Hol- 
land, and the banks of the Elbe, were 
made to arrive each at the time ap- 
pointed around, the ramparts of Ulm; 
the swift advance on Vienna ; the sub- 
sequent fan-like dispersion of the army 
to overawe the Hereditary States; their 
sudden concentration for the decisive 
6ght at Austerlitz ; the skill displayed 
in that contest itself, and the admirable 
account to which he turned the fatal 
cross-march of the allied sovereigns, are 
so many proofs of military ability never 
exceeded even in the snnals of his pre- 
vious triumphs. At the same time, it 
is not to be imagined that the dififer- 
ence in the magnitude of the results 
which were obtcuued is to be consider- 
ed as the measure of the talent dis- 
played in this as compared with other 
campaigns. It was the immensity of 
the force now at the disposal of the 
French Emperor, and the incompar- 
able discipline and organisation which 
it had obtained while encamped on the 
shores of the Channel, which was the 
principal cause of the difference. It is 
no longer a general supplying by con- 
summate talents, as at Areola and Ri- 



voli, for deficiency of numbers, that we 
see maintaining a long, doubtful, and 
desperate strife; we beholA a mighty 
conqueror, whose power was irresist- 
ible, sweeping over the earth with the 
rapidity of Scythian war. In the re- 
sults of this campaign were evinced 
more than the militaury talents of the 
general ; the previous preparations of 
the Emperor, the deeply-matured com- 
binations of the statesman, produced 
their natural results. He did not now 
take the field with a force which left 
anything to chance ; he appeared with 
such a host as almost made him the 
master of fate; and the fruit of five 
years' pacific preparation appeared in 
the reduction of the contest to a des- 
perate strife of a few months' duration. 
161. Great, however, as were the abi- 
lities, and unbounded the resources of 
the French Emperor in this memorable 
campaign, it was not to them alone 
that he was indebted for its unparal- 
leled triumphs. The errors of the Aus- 
trians, the infatuation of the allied cabi- 
nets, had their full share in the general 
result. Untaught by the disasters of 
Marengo and Hohexilinden, the Aulio 
Council rushed inconsiderately into 
the field; and, leaving the Archduke 
Charles with eighty thousand in Italy, 
to combat an inferior enemy, they ex- 
posed Mack, with seventy thousand, to 
the shock of Napoleon at the head of 
a hundred and eighty thousand men, 
in the valley of the Danube. When 
that ill-fated commander found himself 
cut off from his line of communication 
with Vienna by the interposition of 
Bemadotte in his rear, instead of in- 
stantly taking a decisive part, and fall- 
ing with his whole forces upon the 
enemy behind him, or retiring by the 
only road which was yet open to the 
mountains of the Tyrol, he remained 
for ten days paralysed at Ulm, sending 
out detachments, first in one direction, 
then in another, all of which met with 
superior forces and were defeated; 
thereby both breaking down the spirit 
of his own troops, and giving the in- 
vader time to envelop with his im- 
mense masses their fortified position. 
In vain had the foresight of the Arch- 
duke Charles, at thejdose of the pre- 
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ceding war, Burrounded the heights of 
Ulm with a vast intrenched camp, cap- 
able of bidding defiance to, and stop- 
ping the advance of, the greatest in- 
vading force : the improvidence of the 
Aulic Council, by providing no maga- 
zines within its walls,, had rendered 
these preparations of no avail; and 
Mack found himself, after a week's 
blockade, reduced to the necessity of 
feeding on horse-flesh, and ultimately 
capitulating, with thirty thousand of 
the best troops of the monarchy. 

162. When the rapid advance of Na- 
poleon towai-ds Vienna threatened to 
separate the Russian forces from the 
retreating columns of the Archduke 
Charles, and everything depended on 
the destruction of the bridge of the 
capital, the credulous simplicity of the 
officer in command at that important 
station delivered it unscathed into Na- 
poleon's hands, and gave him the means 
of interposing safely between their con- 
verging armies, and striking tremen- 
dous blows from his central position, 
first on the one bank and then on the 
other. When the Allies were reduced 
to their last throw on the plains of 
Moravia; when everything counselled 
a cautious policy, and forces capable of 
annihilating the invaders were accumu- 

* In a memoir presented to the British 
government by the cabinet of Vienna, after 
the peace of Pressbur?, the disasters of the 
campaign were ascribed, — 1. To the failure 
on the part of the allied powers to realise, 
in the north of Gtermauv, those promised di- 
versions which might have prevented Na- 
poleon troia accumulating his whole force 
in that country, and especially that in the 
electorate of Hanover, against the Austrian 
forces on the Danube. 2. To the unexpected 
violation of the territory of Ansi>ach, which 
compelled the Austrian army either to fall 
back upon the Inn, or see itself cut off from 
its base of operationa 3. To the fault of 
General Mack, who, instead of adopting the 
former alternative, and retiring to form a 
junction with KutusofiF in the Hereditary 
States, remained immovable on the Iller till 
he was surrounded by superior forces. 4. To 
the delay experienced in the march of the 
second Russian army, for the puri>08e of 
watching the preparations of Prussia^ which, 
until her intentions were fixed by tUe Em- 
peror Alexander in person, detained it above 
a month in observation on the Polish frontier. 
5. To the negligence of Count Auersberg in not 
destroying the bridge over the Danube at Vi- 
enna, which at once gave the French the com- 
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lating on all sides; when the Archduke 
Charles, with eighty thousand undis- 
couraged veterans, was within sight of 
the steeples of Vienna, and Prussia, 
with an equal number, was preparing 
to descend upon the Danube; when, by 
simply retreating and ditiwing the ene- 
my on, with such formidable armies in 
his rear, the Allies must inevitably have 
led him to destruction, or driven him 
to a disastrous retreat, their ill-judged 
confidence impelled them prematurely 
into action, and their rash flank- march, 
in presence of such a general and such 
an army, enabled him to gain a deci- 
sive victory when on the verge of de- 
struction.* 

163. But most of all is Prussia an- 
swerable for the disasters of this cam- 
paign. She was clearly warned of her 
danger : Mr Pitt had prefigured it to 
her in colours brighter than the light. 
The violation of the temtory of Ans- 
pach had demonstrated in what man- 
ner she was regarded by the conqueror; 
that he contemned her menaces, de- 
spised her power, and reserved for her 
only the melancholy privilege of being 
last devoured. Then was the time to 
have taken a decisive part — then was 
the moment to have made amends for 
the vacillation of ten year's, and, by a 

mand of both banks, and exposed Eutusoff to 
imminent danger of being cut off and destroy- 
ed before he could effect a junction with the 
reserves under Buxhowden. — ^Hard. viii. 511. 
There can be no doubt that these causes 
all conspired to bring about the enormous 
calamities of the campaign. But, without 
disputing their influence, and fully admitting 
the ruinous effects of the indecision of Mack, 
and the want of foresight of the Aulic Coun- 
cil in not having provided adequate maga- 
zines either at Ulm or in Moravia, it must 
yet, in common t)Edmess, be admitted, that 
Prussia and England had an equal share in 
bringing about the common calamities. The 
vacillation of the former power from the first 
paralysed both Russia and England : the for- 
mer, Dy detaining those forces long in Po- 
land which, earlier advanced, might have 
changed the fate of the campaign ; the latter, 
by preventing, from the dread of irritating 
so weighty a power, those important opera- 
tions in the north of Germany, which would 
so materially have relieve the overwhelm- 
ing pressure of Napoleon on the Danube. 
Hanover was the ill-gotten spoil which at 
that critical moment tied up the hands of 
Prussia, and brought on her the catastrophe 
of Jena and Tilsit 
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cordial union with Austria and Russia, 
put a final stop to the progress of the 
enemy. No one can doubt that, if 
she had done so, such would have been 
the result. A simple declaration of 
war would have arrested the decisive 
march of Bemadotte into the rear of 
Mack; allowed time for the armj of 
the latter to have retired to the Inn ; 
permitted the Russians to join the vai- 
broken strength of the Austrian mon- 
archy; and compelled Napoleon, instead 
of a menacing offensive with superior, 
to have, commenced a cautious defen- 
sive with inferior forces. When the 
boundless calamities which such a de- 
termination would, to all human ap- 
pearance, have prevented to Europe 
are considered, it is impossible not to 
be filled with the most poignant regret 
at the temporising policy which occa- 
sioned their continuance, or to avoid 
the feeling, that as to Ptussia more 
than any other power these misfor- 
times had been owing, so it was a most 
righteous dispensation which made 
them fall more heavily on her than on 
any of the states which had bravely 
struggled to avert them. Well might 
Napoleon have said with the Roman 
annalist — " Nee aliud adversus validis- 
simas gentes pro nobis utilius, quam 
quod in commune non consulunt. 
Rarus duabus tribusve civitatibus ad 
propulsandum commune periculum 
conventus : ita, dum singuli pugnant, 
imiversi vincuntur."* 

164. In fact, the forces which Mr 
Pitt had now arrayed for this last and 
decisive struggle against France were 
of the most formidable description; 
and the success with which he had 
triumphed over all the jealousies of the 
European powers, is the brightest page 
in his diplomatic career. After repeat- 
ed failures, the great work was at 
length accomplished : the Continental 
sovereigns were united in a cordial 
league to stop the progress of the con- 
queror, and armies fully adequate to 

* "Nor has anjiiiing been more advan- 
tageous to us, in combating the most power- 
ful nations, than that they adopt no common 
measures. It is rare to see an alliance be- 
tween two or three states to avert a common 
danger : thus, as they engage singly, they 
are all conquered." — Tacitus^ Agricola, zii. 



the task were assembled at their com- 
mand. Disaster had at last taught 
them wisdom : the presence of a com- 
mon danger had at that moment at 
least extinguished their jealousies. For 
the first time since the commencement 
of the war, Austria and Prussia stood 
forth, backed by Russia, for the fight> 
and five bundled thousand veterans, 
led by their sovereigns in peraon, were 
prepared to roll back to the Rhine the 
tide of Gallic invasion. The principles 
of the coalition were as just as its forces 
were immense; and the powers who 
had suffered so much from French 
ambition, were bound by a secret com- 
pact neither to attempt any conquest 
on its original territory, nor to inter- 
fere in the internal frame of its govern- 
ment. Restitution of what it had reft 
from qthers, security against its aggres- 
sions in future, alone were to be in- 
sisted on.t 

165. To say that this great and 
equitable confederacy was unsuccessful 
— ^that its fortunes were shaken at Ulm» 
thrown down at Austerlitz — is no im- 
peachment whatever, either of the 
justice of its principles or the wisdom 
of its general combinations. Mr Pitt 
necessarily intrusted the execution of 
its details to the allied sovereigns or 
their generals, and it was by them that 
the fatal enxirs were committed. No 
foresight on his part could have pre- 
vented the inconsiderate advance to 
Ulm, or the i*uinous cross-mai*ch at 
Austerlitz — no efforts that he could 
make — and he spared none — ^were able 
to bring Prussia at the critical moment 
into the field. The vulgar, in all ages, 
are governed merelj'' by the result, and 
award praise or censure according as 
victory is won or lost; but it is the 
noblest province and first duty of his- 
tory to separate the accidental from 
the intrinsic, in estimating the merits 
of human conduct. Judging by this 
standard, it will give the highest praise 
in diplomatic ability to Mr Pitt for the 
formation of this confederacy, and the 
extinction of the jealousies on all sides 
which had so long hindered its con- 

t See note, 11th January 1805, Mr Pitt to 
Russian ambassador.— Appendix A, Cha|>. 
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straction, and disregartl, in the esti- 
,mate of that merit, its calamitous re- 
sult; as much as, in weighing the 
military greatness of Napoleon, it will 
overlook the disastrous issue of his 
later campaigns, and award to him a 
higher place for his immortal conflict 
with superior forces in the plains of 
Champagne, than when triumphing on 
the heights of Austerlitz, or striking 
down the Prussian monarchy on the 
field of Jena. 

166. But though great in diplomacy 
and finance, Mr Pitt was little skilled 
in military combinations. A more 
vigorous warlike policy at that period, 
such as Mr Burke had from the first 
strenuously recommended, might have 
terminated the disasters of the war. 
England also must take her share of 
the common responsibility, not only 
in having, in conjunction with Russia, 
suggested the unhappy appointment of 
Mack to the command, but also, by 
abstaining from all Continental host!* 
lities till the campaign was decided, 
having permitted that accumulation of 
force by which he wa^ overwhelmed. 
Great Britain, secure in her sea-girt 
citadel, had then five hundred thousand 
men in arms. Had she despatched 
eighty thousand of this vast force early 
in the campaign to a decisive point; 
had her troops marched to the shores 
of Kent when the legions of Napoleon 
broke up from the heights of Boulogne 
for the Rhine, and boldly attacked the 
enemy in Flanders, the march of the 
troops which out off the retreat of Mack 
would have been prevented ; and Prus- 
sia would probably have been deter- 
mined, by such a demonstration, to 
have thrown her weight into the scale 
in time to prevent the subjugation of 
Europe. 

167. The dissolution of the great 
confederacy, which he had so long 
laboured to construct^ and from which 
he confidently expected such impor- 
tant results, was fatal, however, to the 
master-spirit which had formed it. The 
constitution of Mr Pitt, long weakened 
by the fatigues and the excitement in- 
cident to his situation, sank at length 
under anguish .occasioned by the dis- 
Boltrtion of the confederacy. In vain 



he tried the waters of Bath ; in vain 
he I'etired for a while from the fatigues 
of office ; his constitution was worn 
out by the labours and the anxiety 
which have proved fatal to so many 
parliamentary leaders, and, while yet 
hardly advanced beyond middle life, 
he already felt the weakness of age. 
Upon a frame thus enfeebled, the Ss" 
appointment and anguish arising from 
the prostration of the last hopes of 
European freedom by the defeat of 
Austerlitz, fell with overpowering force* 
From the time the disastrous news was 
received he hourly declined, and poli- 
tical disti'ess accelerated an event al- 
ready approaching from natural causes. 
His constitution, though yet in middle 
life, was worn out by incessant exer- 
tion and overwrought excitement. In 
the intervals of rest> however, his 
thoughts were still riveted upon the 
fortunes of his country. After a mel- 
ancholy survey of the map of Europe, 
he turned away, saying, " Henceforth 
we may dose that map for half a cen- 
tury 1" — so little did the greatest intel- 
lect anticipate that general resun*ec- 
tion of the principles of freedom which 
even then was beginning, and which 
his own efforts had so lately contri- 
buted to produce. At the close of a 
lingering illness, which he bore with 
the wonted fortitude of his character, 
he expired at his house at Putney, near 
London, on the 23d January 1806, ex- 
claiming with his last breath, " Alas I 
my countiy!" not less the victim of 
devotion to patriotic duty than if he 
had been pierced thiH>ugh the heart on 
the field of battle. 

168. Thus perished, at the age of forty- 
seven, while still in the zenith of his 
intellectual powers, William Pitt. He 
was bom on the 28th May, 1759, and 
early distinguished himself by his ar- 
dent zeal and uncommon proficiency 
in the classical languages and mathe- 
matical studies, as well as by the 
quickness of his wit and repartee in 
society. The name of his father, the 
great Earl of Chatham, soon procured 
for him a favourable introduction to 
parliament : and at the age of twenty* 
two he made his first entrance into 
public life as member for the boi*ough 
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of Appleby, in January 1781. From 
the very first his powers of speaking 
were so remarkable, that he took his 
place as if it had been set apart for 
him as a leader of the old Whig party, 
to which his father had belonged. On 
the rupture of George the Third with 
the coalition ministry in 1784, the 
sovereign turned to him as the only 
man in the country capable of con- 
tending with the formidable majority 
which Mr Fox and Lord North then 
directed in parliament; and the ulti- 
mate success which his talent and in- 
trepidity won for him in that contest, 
gave him the undisputed command of 
government, which continued almost 
without interruption till the time of 
his death, two-and-twenty years after. 
169. Considered with reference to the 
general principles by which his conduct 
was regulated, and the constancy with 
which he maintained them through 
adverse fortune, the history of Europe 
has not so great a statesman to exhi- 
bit. Called into action at the most 
critical and eventful period in the an- 
nals, not merely of his country, but of 
modem times, he firmly and nobly ful- 
filled his destiny : placed in the van- 
guard of the conflict between ancient 
freedom and modem democracy, he 
maintained his ground from first to 
last, under circumstances the most ad- 
verse, with unconquerable resolution. 
If the coalitions which he formed were 
repeatedly dissolved, if the projects 
which he cherished were frequently 
unfortunate, the genius which had 
planned, the firmness which had exe- 
cuted them, were never subdued ; and 
from every disaster he arose only 
greater and more powerful, till ex- 
hausted nature sank under the strug- 
gle. If the calamities which befell 
Europe during his administration were 
great, the advantages which accrued to 
his own country were unbounded ; and 
before he was called from the helm, 
he had not merely seen its indepen- 
dence secured by the battle of Trafal- 
gar, but its power and influence raised 
to the very highest pitch, by an un- 
precedented series of maritime suc- 
cesses. Victories unexampled in the 
annals of naval glory attended every 



period of his career. In the midst of 
a desperate strife in Europe, he ex- 
tended the colonial empire of England 
into every quarter of the globe ; and 
when the Continental nations thought 
all the energies of his country were 
concentrated on the struggle with Na- 
poleon, he found means to stretch his 
mighty arms into another hemisphere; 
stnke down the throne of Tippoo Saib 
in the heart of Hindostan, and extend 
the British dominion over the wide 
expanse of the Indian peninsula. Un- 
der his administration, the revenue, 
trade, and mantifactures of England 
were doubled, its colonies, and politi- 
cal strength quadrupled ; and he raised 
an island in the Atlantic, once only a 
remote province of the Roman empire, 
to such a pitch of grandeur as to be 
enabled to bid defiemce to the world 
in arms. 

170. But these external successes, 
great as they were, were but a part of 
the lasting benefits of Mr Pitt's gov- 
ernment. It was the interior which 
was the scene of his real greatness; 
there the durable monuments of his 
intellect are to be seen. Inheriting 
from his father, the great Lord Chat- 
ham, a sincere love of freedom ; early 
imbued with liberal principles; the 
strenuous supporter of a relaxation of 
the fetters of trade, financial improve- 
ment. Catholic emancipation, and such 
a practical and equitable ■ system of 
parliamentary reform as promised to 
correct the inequalities complained of, 
without injustice to individuals or 
danger to the state, he was at the 
same time as fully alive to the extreme 
risk of legislating precipitately on such 
vital subjects, or permitting democra- 
tic ambition, under the name of a de- 
sire of improvement, to agitate the 
public mind at a hazardous time by 
attempts to remodel the institution 
of society. In the first instance, he 
was rather favourable to the French 
Revolution, and, unlike Mr Burke, 
yielded only a cold and reluctant as- 
sent to those who proclaimed its dan- 
gers. He resolutely adhered to his 
pacific policy as long as it was possible 
for him to do so ; and it was truly 
said at the time, by those who kneiw 
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him best, that ''he was dragged into 
the contest with as much reluctance as 
a man of conscientious principles into 
a duel." 

171. But when once forced into the 
conflict, he espoused it with all the 
ardour of his character. No sooner, 
therefore, did the French Revolution 
become ungovernable, and it had be- 
come evident that a genei*al social con- 
vulsion was designed, than he threw 
the weight of his influence into the 
opposite scale. Though an advocate 
for a strict neutrality, till the murder 
of the king had thrown down the 
gauntlet to every established govern- 
ment, he then espoused it with the 
whole ardour and perseverance of his 
character, and became the soul of all 
the confederacies which, during the 
remainder of his life, were framed to 
oppose a barrier to the difiusion of its 
principles and the ravages of its armies. 
The steady fiiend of freedom, he was 
on that very account the resolute oppo- 
nent of democracy — the deadly, be- 
cause the unsuspected enemy by whose 
triumphs, in every age, its principles 
have been subverted, and its blessings 
destroyed. "When the greatest intel- 
lects in Europe were reeling under the 
shock, when the ardent and philan- 
thropic were everywhere rejoicing in 
the prospects of boundless felicity 
which the regeneration of society was 
supposed to be opening, when Mr Fox 
was pronouncing the revolutionary 
constitution of France " the most stu- 
pendous monument of political wis- 
dom and integrity ever yet raised on 
the basis of public virtue in any age 
or countiy," his superior sagacity, 
though only after that of Burke, be- 
held amid the deceitful blaze the 
small black cloud which was to cover 
the world with darkness. 

172. Watching with incessant vigi- 
lance the changeful forms of the Jaco- 
bin spirit, ever unravelling its sophis- 
try, detecting its perfidy, unveiling 
its oppression, he thenceforth directed 
the gigantic energies of his mind to- 
wai'ds the construction of a barrier 
which might restrain its excesses : and 
if he could not prevent it from bath- 
ing France in blood, and ravaging Eu- 



rope with war, he at least effectually 
opposed its entrance into the British 
dominions. With admirable foresight 
he there established a system of fin- 
ance adequate to the emergency, and 
which proved the mainspring of the 
continued, and at length successful I'e- 
sistance which was opposed to revolu- 
tionary ambition :* with indomitable 
perseverance he rose superior to every 
disaster, and incessantly laboured to 
frame, among the discordant and sel- 
fish cabinets of Europe, a cordial 
league for their common defence. 
Next to Burke, he, alone of all the 
statesmen of hia age, from a com- 
paratively early period appreciated 
the fuU extent of the danger, both 
to the independence of nations and 
the liberty of mankind, which was 
threatened by the spread of demo- 
cratic principles ; and continually in- 
culcated the necessity of relinquishing 
every minor object, to unite in guard- 
ing against the advances of this new 
and tremendous enemy. And the 
event has abundantly proved the 
justice of these principles; for while 
liberty perished in a few months in 
France, amidst the fei-vour of revolu- 
tionary ambition, it steadily grew and 
flourished in the British empire ; and 
the forty years which immediately fol- 
lowed the commencement of his resis- 
tance to democratic ambition, have 
proved not only the most glorious, 
but the freest of its existence. 

173. Chateaubriand has said, "That 
while all other contemporary reputa- 
tions, even that of Napoleon, are on 
the decline, the fame of Mr Pitt alone 
is continually increasing, and seems to 
derive fresh lustre from every vicissi- 
tude of fortune." It is not merely the 
greatness and the constancy of the 
British statesman which has drawn 
forth this high eulogium ; it is the de- 
monstration which subsequent events 
have afforded of the justice of his prin- 
ciples, which is the real cause of the 
steady growth and enduring stability 
of his fame. Without the despotism 
of Napoleon, the freedom of the Re- 
storation, the revolt of the Bamcades, 

* See Chap. xli. " On the British Fin- 
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and the military goveiTiment of Iiouia 
Philippe, his reputation would have 
been incomplete with regard to foreign 
transactionB ; without the great organic 
change of 1832, and the subsequent 
experience of democratic influence in 
Great Britain, his worth in domestic 
government would never have been 
appreciated* Every hour, abroad and 
at home, is now illustrating the truth 
of his principles. He was formerly 
admired by a party in England as the 
champion of aristocratic rights ; he is 
now looked back to by the nation as 
the last steady asserter of general free- 
dom. His doctrines were formerly 
prevalent chiefly among the great and 
affluent : they are now embi'aced by 
the generous, the thoughtful, the un- 
prejudiced of every rank ; by all who 
regard passing events with the eye of 
historic inquiry, or are attached to li- 
berty as the birthright of the human 
race, not the means of elevating a party 
to absolute power. To his speeches 
we now turn as to a voice issuing from 
the tomb, fraught with prophetic warn- 
ing of future disaster. It is contrast 
which gives brightness to the colours 
of history : it is experience which 
brings conviction to tiie cold lessons 
of political wisdom. Many and elo- 
quent have been the eulogiums pro- 
nounced on Mr Pitt's memory ; but all 
panegyiics are lifeless compared to that 
furnished by Earl Qrey's administra- 
tion. 

174. Foreign writers of almost every 
description have fallen into a signal 
mistake in estimating the policy of 
this great statesman. They all repre- 
sent him as governed by an ardent 
ambition to elevate his own country, 
as the mortal enemy, on that account, 
of the Fi*ench nation, and as influ- 
enced through life by a Machiavelian 
desii'e to promote the confusion and 
misei^y of the Continent, in order that 
England might thereby engross the 
commerce of the world. There never 
was a more erroneous opinion. For 
the first ten years of his political life, 
Mr Pitt was not only noways hostile 
to France, but its steadfast friend So 
far from being actuated by commercial 
jealousy of that country, he had em- 



braced the generous maxim of Adam 
Smith's philosophy, that the prosperity 
of every state is mainly dependent on 
the prosperty of those which surround 
it* Had he been influenced by the 
malevolent designs which they suppose, 
he would not have adhered to a strict 
neutrality when France was pierced to 
the heart in 1792, but, before the re- 
volutionary levies were completed, 

* In the debate on the Treaty of Com- 
merce with France, on February 12, 1787, 
Mr Fox said, " France is the natural enemy 
of Oreat Britain : and she now wishes^ by 
entering into a oommeroial treaty with us, to 
tie up our hands, and prevent us teoxa en- 
gaging in alliuioes with other powers. All 
the most glorious periods of our histoxy have 
been when in hostility, all the most diagraoe- 
ful when in alliance with tiiat power. It is 
the disgrace of the Tories that they have in- 
terfered to stop these glorious successes. 
This country should never, on any account^ 
enter into too close an alliance with France; 
its true situation is as the bulwark of the 
oppressed whom that ambitious power haa 
attacked." 

"The honourable gentleman has said," 
observed Mr Pitt. " that Frauce is the natu- 
ral enemy of England : I repudiate the sen- 
timent. I see no reason whatever why two 
Seat and powerful nations should always 
in a state of hostility merely because 
they are neighbours: on the contrary, I 
think their prosperity is mutually dependent 
on each other ; and as a British subject, not 
less than a citizen of the world. I entertain 
the sincerest wish for the prosi)erity and hap- 
piness of that great countnr. To suppose 
that one nation is unalterably the enemy of 
another nation, is weak and childish ; having 
no foundation in the experience of nations, 
it is a libel on the constitution of human so- 
cieties, and supposes the existence of diabo- 
lical malice in the original frame of man." 
Nor were these sentiments merely uttered 
in the heat of debate; they were carried into 
effect in every great and important legisla- 
tive measure ; and this statesman, whom the 
Continental writers represent as the eternal 
inveterate enemy of France, concluded a 
commercial treaty between that country and 
Great Britain, which in liberality far sur- 
passes anything ever proposed by the warm- 
est modern advocates of iVee trade. It sti- 
ftulated " a reciprocal and entirely perfect 
iberty of navigation and -commerce between 
the subjects of each party in all the kingdoms 
of Europe. The wines of France were to ob- 
tain admission on the same terms as those of 
Portugal ; their brandy on paying a duty of 
seven shillings a gallon ; their oil on the same 
terms as that of the most favoured nation; 
their hardware, cutlery, and iron work on a 
duty ad valorem of ten percent ! So orrone- 
ous is the common opinion as to the principles 
of this great statesman I— See the Treaty in 
Tmi, BitL xxvi. 234-240. 
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bare raised the standard to avenge the 
interference of its gOTemment in the 
American war. He was to the last 
degree unwilling to engage in the war 
with France : he engaged in it with a 
reluctance, which all the horrors of 
the Revolution were hardly able to 
dispel Ample evidence of this has 
now been obtained from the best in- 
formed memoirs of the period which 
have been recently published, particu- 
larly those of Lord Malmesbury and 
Hr Wilberforce. It was not against 
France, but refmbliean France, that his 
hostility was directed: it was not 
French warfare, but French propagan- 
dism which he dreaded ; and his ef- 
forts would have been equally perse- 
vering to resist Russia or Austria by 
the aid of the Gkdlic legions, if those 
insidious principles had enumated from 
these states. And even as it was, 
it was not till a very lute period that 
he was reluctantly compelled toToi*ego 
his pacific policy ; and if he is blaAiable 
at ail, it is for having adhered to it too 
long, 

175. If, from the contemplation of 
the general principles of Mr Pitt's gov- 
ernment, we turn to the consideration 
of the particular measures which he 
often embraced, we shall find much 
more room for difiference of opinion, 
and frequent cause for historic censure. 
Unequalled in the ability with which 
he overcame the jealousies, and awak- 
ened the activity of cabinets, he was 
by no means equally felicitous in the 
warlike measures which he recom- 
mended for their adoption. Napoleon 
has observed, that he had no turn for 
military combinations, and a retro- 
spect of the campaigns which he had 
a share in dii*ectiug, must, with every 
impaiiiial mind, confiim the justice of 
the opinion. By not engaging Eng- 
land as a principal in the contest, and 
trusting for land operations almost 
entirely to the Continental armies put 
in motion by British subsidies, he pro- 
longed the war for an indefinite period, 
and ultimately brought upon the coun- 
try losses and expenses much greater 
than would have resulted fi-om a more 
vigorous policy in the commencement 
By directing the national strength 



chiefly to colonial acquisitions, he suc- 
ceeded, indeed, ultimately, in wresting 
from the enemy all their maritime pos- 
sessions, and raising the commercial 
prosperity of the country to the very 
highest pitch; but this was done at 
the cost of a war of twelve years' du- 
ration, and an addition of above three 
hundi^ed millions to the national debt : 
whereas, by the vigorous application 
of an English force, inconsiderable to 
what might have been raised, to the 
heart of the enemy*s power at the out- 
set, or when their resources were fedl- 
ing before the arrival of Napoleon at 
the helm, he would, in aU human pro- 
bability, have gained the same object 
at a comparatively trifling sacrifice, 
and at the same time liberated the Con- 
tinent from Gallic oppression. In war- 
like combinations he was too much in- 
clined to follow out the Austrian sys- 
tem of simultaneous operations over an 
extensive circle; and to waste those 
forces on the reduction of sugar islands, 
or useless descents with small bodies on 
the coasts of France, which, if concen- 
trated upon the decisive point, would 
have accelerated by twenty years the 
triumphs of Toulouse and Waterloo. In 
justice to the British statesman, how- 
ever, it must be observed, that at that 
period eighty years of repose, and the 
disastrous resiUts of the Ainerican war, 
had weakened the military spirit of the 
nation, and dimmed the recollections of 
its ancient renown; and that no one 
deemed it capable of those vast and 
persevering effoi'ts on land, which at 
length brought the contest to a glori- 
ous teimination. 

176. " It is needless," say the re- 
publicans, " to raise statues to Hr 
Pitt's memory : he has raised up an 
indestructible monument to himself in 
the national debt. His name will never 
be forgotten as long as taxes are paid 
by the British people." If, however, 
it is apparent that the war, both with 
the Republic and Napoleon, was un- 
avoidable, and, from the principles on 
which it was conducted, incapable of 
adjustment, those burdens, generally 
speaking, are to be regarded as a sal- 
vage paid for the safety of the empire, 
and are no more chargeable on his 
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memory than the losses sustained dur- 
ing a gale are on the skilful pilot who 
has weathered the storm. The real 
point for consideration is, whether 
these vast expenses were not unneces- 
sarily swelled by the adoption of an 
oyer-cautious, and therefore protracted 
system of warfare, and whether much 
of the debt might not have been avoid- 
ed by contracting it in a different^ and, 
ultimately, less burdensome form. And 
probably the warmest of his partisans 
will find it difficult to defend the prac- 
tice which he so much followed, of 
borrowing in the three per cents; in 
other wo^s, giving a bond for a hun- 
dred pounds to the public creditor for 
every sixty advanced — a system which, 
although favourable to public credit at 
the moment, from the low rate at which 
it enabled him to contract the largest 
loans, led to an enormous addition to 
the national burdens in after times; 
prevented the return of peace from 
making the due diminution in the in- 
terest of the debt; and saddled the na- 
tion with the ultimate payment of above 
a third more than it ever received. 

177. Mr Pitt's eloquence and talents 
for debate were of the very highest 
order, his command of financial details 
unbounded, and his power of bringing 
a vast variety of detached facts or 
transactions to bear on one general 
ailment — the noblest effort of rhe- 
toric— unequalled in modem times. Hd 
possessed that rapidity and acuteness 
of thought, united to richness of ex- 
pression and tenacity of memory, which 
Cicero pronounced essential to a per- 
fect orator.* He was an accomplished 
classical scholar, and continued through 
life, in all his leisure moments, the 
study of the exquisite remains of an- 
cient genius. But he did this with the 
wise design of transferring to his own 
tongue the brevity and force of their 
expressions, not in the hopeless desire 
of rivalling their beauties in their own 
language. So successful was he in 
this, that many of his speeches, de- 

* "Nam et anlToi atque ingenli oeleres 
quidem motus eaae debent. quiet ad exoo- 
ntandum acuti. et ad explicandum oman- 
aiimque sint uberes, et ad memoriam flnni 
atque diutumi."— D« Oratore, i. f 25. 



livered extempore during the heat of 
debate, will bear a comparison with all 
but the finished specimens of written 
Greek or Roman eloquence. Kindly and 
affectionate in domestic life, he yet felt 
in all their force the passions of youth, 
and was far from being inaccessible to 
the ascendant of female charms.i* But 
these feelings were all kept in subor- 
dination to greater objects, and accord- 
ingly in private life his conduct was 
irreproachable. Concentrated on na- 
tional objects, he had none of the 
usual passions or weaknesses of the 
great ; his manners were reserved and 
austere; his companions, in general, 
men inferior in years and capacity to 
himself; he had many admirers— few 
friends. His figure was tall and thin, 
his features sharp, his forehead open 
and thoughtful — 



Deep in his brow engraven, 



Deliberation sat, and sovereign care." % 

Superior to the vulgar desire forwealth, 
he was careless, though addicted to no 
expenses, of his private fortune ; and 
the man who had so long held the 
treasury of Europe and the Indies, was 
indebted to the gratitude of the nation 
for a vote of forfy thousand pounds, to 
pay the debts which he owed at the 
time of his death. In this vote Mr 
Fox cheerfully and honourably con- 
curred ; but he resisted the motion for 
a monument to his memory at the 
public expense, upon the ground that, 
however splendid his abilities, or praise- 
worthy his integrity had been, the 
principles of his conduct were not such 
as to entitle him to the character of 
an " excellent statesman."§ The monu- 

t He was a ffreat admirer of female dress, 
and so accomplished a connoisseur in it that 
the celebrated Lady Hester Stanhope, his 
cousin, who lived in his house for many years, 
and presided over his establishment, used to 
take his advice in the arrangement of her 
curls and drapery when she was going to a 
ball. In early life he was such an admirer of 
a captivating Devonshire beauty, that he had 
the gallantry to drink her health out of her 
satin slipper.— 3f(Enunrt qf Lady BuUr Stan^ 
hope, i. 81, 82. 

t MiLTOM's Paradue Logl. 

I " When I see a minister/' said Mr Fox, 
" who has been in office above twenty years, 
with the Aill command of places and public 
money, without any peculiar extravagance 
or waste, except what might be expected 
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mcnt iHiich tlio Home of Oommoiiay 
hj a great mejoritf , Toied, wee plaoed 
above his grmre in WeBtminster Abbey, 
already iUustarated by the aahea of eo 
many of the great and good in lgng^M»^» 
history ; but the historian who sorreys 
the sitoation of the Bntiah empire at 
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tiie dooe of the eonteat which he ao 
nobly maintained, and recoUecte that 
the Hberty of mankind was dependrait 
on its sncoesa, will award him a wider 
manaolenm, and inaeribe on his graTe 
the well-known words, " Si mannmen- 
tom qnnria, eircomspioe ! " 



CHAPTER XLI. 



THS BBinBH nSASCES, ASD MB PITT'S 8YBTKM OF riKAKGIAL FOUCT. 



1. It would be to little purpose that 
the mighty drama of the French reyo- 
lutionary ware was recorded in history, 
if the mainspring of all the European 
efforts, the British Fikakcbs, were 
not fiilly explained. It was in their 
boundless extent that freedom found 
a never-failing stay; in their elastic 
power that independence obtained a 
permanent support When surround- 
ed by the wreck of other states, when 
surviving alone the fall of so many 
confederacies, it was in their inex- 
haustible resources that England found 
the means of resolutely maintaining 
the contest, and waiting calmly, in her 
citadel amidst the waves, the return of 
a right spirit in the neighbouring na- 
tions. Vain would have been the 
prowess of her seamen, vain the valour 
of her soldiers, if her national finances 
had given way under the strain. Even 
the conquerors of Trafalgar and Alex- 
andria must have succumbed in the 

from the multiplicity of duties to which his 
attention was directed, exerting his influence 
neitiier to enrich himself nor thoae with 
whom he is connected, it is impossible not 
to conclude that he has acted with a high 
degree of integrity and moderation. In the 
course of his long administration, the only 
office which be took to himself was the War- 
denship of the Cinque Ports. But I cannot 
concur in a motion for fVmeral honours 
upon Mr Pitt as an ' excellent statesman.' 
Public honours are matters of the highest 
importance, and we must not in such 
cases yield our consent if it is opposed by 
a sense of public duty."— i»arl.i>(6. vi. 61, 62. 



contest they had so heroically main- 
tained, if they had not found in the re- 
sources of government the means of per> 
manently continuing il Vain would 
have been the reaction produced by 
suffering against the Frnich Revolu* 
tion, vain &e charnel-house of Spain 
and the snows of Russia, if Britain 
had not been in a situation to take ad- 
vantage of the crisis. If she had been 
unable to aliment the war in the 
Peninsula when its native powers were 
prostrated in the dust^ the sword of 
Wellington would have been drawn in 
vain ; and the energies of awakened 
Europe must have been lost in fruit- 
leas efforts if the wealth of England 
had not at last arrayed them in dense 
and disciplined battalions on the banks 
of the Rlune. 

2. How, then, did it happen, that 
this inconsiderable island, so small a 
part of the Roman empire, was enabled 
to expend wealth greater than ever had 
been amassed by the ancient mistress 
of the world ; to maintain a contest of 
unexampled magnitude for twenty 
years; to uphold a fleet which con- 
quered the united navies of Europe, 
and an army which carried victory into 
every comer of the globe ; to acquire 
a colonial empire that encircled the 
earth, and subdue the vast continent of 
Hindostan, at the veiy time that it 
struggled in Spain with the land forces 
of Napoleon, and equipped all ihe 



lU 



HISTORY OP EUROPE. 



[OHAP. Z£L 



annies of the north, on the Elbe and 
the Rhine, for the liberation of Qer- 
many ? The solution of the phenome* 
non, unexampled in the history of the 
world, is without doubt to be in part 
found in the persevering industry of 
the British people, and the extent of 
the commerce which they maintained 
in every quarter of the globe. But 
the resources thus afiforded would have 
been inadequate to so vast an expen- 
diture, and must have been exhausted 
early in the struggle, if they had not 
been organised and sustained by an ad- 
' mirable system of finance, which seemed 
to rise superior to every difficulty with 
which it had to contend. It is there 
that the true secret of the prodigy is 
to be found ; it is there that the noblest 
monument to Mr Pitt's wisdom has 
been erected. 

8. The national income of England 
at an early period was very inconsider- 
able, and totally incommensurate to 
the important station which she occu- 
pied in the scale of nations. In the 
time of Elizabeth it amounted only to 
£400,000 a-y ear ; and in that of James I. 
to £450,000, and, even including all the 
subsidies received from parliament dur- 
ing his reign, only to £480,000 a-year — 
sums certainly not equivalent to more 
than £800,000 or £1,000,000 of our 

• " It is seldom/' says Hume, " that the 
people gain anything by revolutions in gov- 
ernment ; because the new settlement, jea- 
lous and insecure, must commonly be sup- 
ported with more expense and severity than 
the old : but on no occasion was the truth of 
this maxim more sensibly felt than in Eng- 
land after the overthrow of tiie royal autho- 
rity. Complaints against the oppression of 
ship-monev and the tyranny of the Star- 
Chamber had roused the people to arms, 
and, having gained a complete victoiy over 
the Crown, they foimd themselves loaded 
with a multiplicity of taxes formerly un- 
known, while scarce an appearance of law 
and liberty remained in any part of the ad- 
ministration." 

The following are some of the items in this 
enormous aggregate of £88,000,000 raised 
from the nation during the Commonwealth. 
— a striking proof of ttie despotic character 
of the executive during that period : — 

Land-tax £32.000,000 

Excise, 8,000,000 

Tonnage and poundage, . 7,600,000 
Sale of Church lands, . . 10,036,000 

Cany forward, £67,685,000 



money. That enjoyed by Charles L 
amounted on an average to £895,000 
annually— a sum perhaps equal to 
£1,500,000 in these timea It was the 
Long Parliament which first gave the 
example of a prodigious levy of money 
from the people of England — affording 
thus a striking instance of the etemtd 
truth, that no government is so des- 
potic as that of the popular leaders, 
when they are relieved from all control 
by the other powers in the state. The 
sums raised in England during the 
Commonwealth — that is, from 8d No- 
vember 1640, to 5th November 1659 — 
amounted to the enoimous, and, if not 
proved by authentic documents, in- 
credible sum of £83,000,000,— being at 
the rateof nearly £6,000,000 a-year ;* or 
more than five times that which had 
been so much the subject of complaint 
in the times of the unhappy monarch 
who had preceded it. The permanent 
revenue of Cromwell from the three 
kingdoms was raised to £1,868,000 ; or 
considerably mora than double that en- 
joyed by Charles Lf The total public 
income at the death of Charles II. was 
£1,800,000, under James II. £2,000,000; 
sums incredibly small, when it is recol- 
lected that the price of wheat was not 
then materially different from what it 
is at the present moment.!}: 

Bronght forward, £57,636,000 

Sequestration of bishops^ 
deans, and inferior dergy, 
for four years, . . . 3,528,000 

Sequestration of private es- 
tates in Bngland, . 4,564,000 

Fee-farm rents for five years, 2, 963, 000 

Composition withdelinquents 
in Ireland, . 1,000,000 

Sales ofestatea in Ireland, . 8,567,000 

Other lesser, . . . 10,074,000 

Total, . . £88,381,000 
— PBaasR, 139. 140. 

f Of this sum, there was drawn from Eng- 
land, £1,617,274 

From Scotland, . 143,662 

From Ireland, . . . 207, 7W) 



— PSBRKR, 140. 



Total, 



£1,868,716 



t The quarter of wheat* from 1636 to 1701, 
was on an average, . . .Sis. ll^d. 

Prom 1700 to 1765. . . 40s. 6d. 

From 1764 to 1794* . 44s. 7d. 

In 1835 the average of the quarter in Oreat 
Britain was 39s. Bo., and the average of the 
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4. These inoonaidenble tmzea, how- 
ever, were destined to be exdumged 
for others of a Tory different character, 
upon the accession of the hooae of 
Orange to the throne. The intimate 
connection of the ininces of that &mily 
with Continental politics, and tiielong 
wars in which in consequence the na- 
tion was invoWed, soon led to a more 
bordensome system of taxation, and 
the raising of sums annually from the 
people which in former times would 
have been deemed incredible. The 
Prince of Orange brought from the re- 
public of HoUand, where it had been 
already practised and was thoroughly 
understood, the important secret of 
governing popular assembliesy and ex- 
tracting heavy taxes from popular com- 
munities. Like the Roman emperors, 
he did not discard the senate, but he 
contrived to render it the instrument 
of lus will. He did not, like the 
Stuarts, engage the throne in a contest 
with parliament : on the contrary, 
he did everything by its votes, and 
concealed the exactions of the <ax>wn 
under the shadow of the authority of 
the House of Commons. His whole 
efforts were directed to gain the ma- 
jority of the constituencies in the 
country by corruption, and of votes 
in parliament by patronage. A vast 
government expenditure, incurred in 
a cause at first highly popular, and the 
profuse contracting of loans on the 
security of the revenue of fnturo years, 
afforded the means of doing both. This 
system proved entirely successful, and 
it is to its success that the subsequent 
greatness of the empire is mainly to be 
ascribed. But for it, the means of 
raising taxes adequate to the protection, 
and necessary for the defence, of the 
empire, would never have been dis- 
covered; and England, like Poland, 
would have fallen a prey to the ambi- 
tion of the adjoining nations, the ro- 
sources of which had been drawn foi*th 
by the foroe of despotic power, while 
no means of developing its own had 

five years preceding 1836 was only 488. llie 
price was much higher during the next five 
years, but that was the result of uncommonly 
rainy seasons coming in succession during 
that whole period,— SuiTa'^WeciUhofli'ations, 
L 868; and Com Jverage, 1836. 



been diacoTered. Great as have beoa 
the obligaticms which England owes in 
many differait views to the RevdutioQ, 
it is beyond all question the greatest 
thatit brought in a sovereign instructed 
in the art of overcoming ih» ignorant 
impatience of taxation which is the in- 
variable characteristic of fr'ee comma- 
nities, and thus gave it a government 
capable of turning to the best aoQOunt 
the activity and eneigy of its inhabi- 
tants, at the same time that it had the 
means givoi it of maintaming their in- 
dependence. 

5. So gpreat was the increase of the 
public burdens during the reign of 
William, that the national income, in 
the thirteen years that he sat on the 
throne, vras neariy doubled : being rais- 
ed from £2,000,000 a-y ear to £8,896,000. 
But the addition made to the public 
revenue was the least important part 
of the changes effected during this 
important period. It was then that the 
National Dkbt began ; and govern- 
ment was taught the dangerous secret 
of providing for the necessities, and 
maintaining the influence of present 
times, by borrowing money and laying 
its payment on posterity. Various mo- 
tives combined to induce the govern- 
ment^ immediately after the Revolution, 
to adopt the system of boiTowiog on the 
credit of the state. Notwithstanding 
the temporary unanimity with which 
the Revolution had been brought about^ 
various heart-burnings and divisions 
soon succeeded that event, and the ex- 
iled dynasty still numbered a lai*ge 
and resolute body, especially in the 
rural districts, among tiieir adherents. 
Extensive patronage and no small 
sharo of corruption wero necessary to 
securo the influence of government over 
a nation thus divided : foreign wars were 
rightly deemed requisite to maintain 
the ascendant of the Protestant prin- 
ciples to which the king owed his ac- 
cession to the throne ; and the Conti- 
nental connections of the house of 
Orange imperiously required the inter- 
vention of Great Britain in those des- 
perate struggles by which the veiy ex- 
istence of the commonwealth of Holland 
was endangered. The same cause which 
led to neaiiy the duplication of the 
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public burdens of France by Louis 
Philippe,* after the revolution of 1880, 
produced a similar increase in the taxes 
of Great Britain after the change of dy- 
nasty in 1688, and originated the dan- 
gerous system of borrowing on the se- 
curity of the assessment of future years. 
It was justly thought, that the present 
influence of government could in this 
way be increased to an extent alto- 
getiier impracticable if the expenditure 
of each year wei*e to be limited to the 
supplies raised vdthin itself; and that, 
by the distribution of the debt among 
a great number of public creditors, an 
extensive and influential body might 
be formed, attached by the strong tie 
of individual interest to the fortunes of 
the ruling dynasty; because tiiey were 
aware that their claims would be dis- 
regarded by the legitimate monarchs if 
restored to the throne. The expedient, 
therefore, was fallen upon of contract- 
ing a debt transferable by a simple 
power of attorney, in the smallest shares, 
from hand to hand ; and capable of be- 
ing used almost like the highest and 
most valuable species of bank-notes, in 
the ti'ansactions of the nation. To the 
steady prosecution of this system, and 
the formation of a secure deposit by its 
means for the savings of ihe nation, 
much of the subsequent prosperity and 
grandeur of England is to be ascribed. 
Buty like all other human things, it has 
its evils as well as its advantages : and 
in the perilous facility of boiTowing, 
which the magnitude of the national 
resources and the fidelity with which 
the public engagements were fulfilled 



produced, is to be found the remote 
but certain cause of financial embar- 
rassments, now to all appearance irre- 
mediable. 

6. It is unnecessary to follow the suc- 
cessive steps by which both the public 
revenue and the national debt of Great 
Britain were increased after this period. 
Suffice it to say, that both were largely 
augmented during the glorious war of 
the succession ; ti^t the long and pa> 
cific administration which followed, ef- 
fected no sensible reduction in their 
amount; that the checkered contest of 
1789, and the more triumphant cam- 
paigns of the Seven Tears' war, contri- 
buted equally to their increase; and 
that the disasters of the American 
struggle were attended by so great an 
augmentation of the national burdens, 
that at its termination in 1788, in the 
opinion both of Mr Hume and Adam 
Smith, they must inevitably prove fatal 
in the end to the independence of the 
nation. At the dose of the last contest 
the public revenue was £12,000,000, and 
the debt £240,000,000, the interest of 
which absorbed so large a proportion 
as £9,319,000 of the annual income of 
the state ; the loans contracted during 
its disastrous continuance having been 
no less than one hundred millions.f 

7. It was at this period that Mr Pitt 
came into office, on the resignation of 
Mr Fox and the coalition ministry. 
His ardent and sagacious mind was 
immediately turned to the considera- 
tion of the finances, and the means of 
extricating the nation from the embar- 
rassments, to ordinary observers inex- 



* The following is a statement of the budgets of France before and after the Revolution 
of July. It is a curious and instructive object of contemplation to obflexre a similar con- 
vulsion leading, in countries so widely different in their character, customs, and institutions, 
as France and England were at the accessions of the dynasties of Orange and Orleans to 
ti^eir respective tlm>ne8, to a result so precisely similar : — 



1824, 

1825, 

1826, 

1827, 

1828, 

1829, 

1830, Revolution in July, 

1881, Louis Philippe, 

1832, 




061,000,000. or about £88,000,000 
946.000,000 .. 87.800,000 



942,000,000 
986.000,000 
939,000,000 
976,000.000 
981,000,000 
1,611,000,000 
1,100,000,000 
1,120,000,000 



87.600,000 
89,400,000 
87,600,000 
89.000,000 
39.200,000 
60,400.000 
44,000,000 
44,800,000 



1833, ... 

— Btat. de Frtmee, published by government. 

f The following table exhibit^ in a dear and condensed form, the Increase of the public 
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tiieable, in which it had been inTvrfved 
by the improvident expenditure of pre- 
ceding yeuBL It was evident^ fimm a 
retrospect of histofy, that no aensible 
impression had been made cm the debt 
by any efforts of preceding times ; that 
though a sinking-fund had long existed 
in name, yet its operations had been 
Yery inconsidoable ; and that all the 
economy of the long periods of peace 
which had intervened since the Bero- 
Intion, had done little more than dis- 
ehaige a tenth of the hardens con- 
tracted in the preceding years of hos- 
tility. The interest of the debt ab- 
sorbed now more than two-thirds of 
the public revenae. It was impossible 
to conceal that such a state of things 
was in the highest d^;ree alarming; 
not only as affording no reasonable 



ptospect that the existing engagements 
conld ever be liqoidated, but as threat- 
ening at no distant period to render it 
impossible for the nation to make those 
efforts which its honour or indepoi- 
dence might require. Little foreogfat 
was required to diow that» in the course 
of events, wars and changes must ariae^ 
which would render it indispensable for 
the government to assume a menacing 
attitude, and possibly engage in a long 
course of hostilities. But how could any 
administration venture to assume the 
one^y or the people bear the other, if an 
immense load of debt hung about their 
necks, absorbing alike by its interest 
their present revenues, and paralysing 
by its magnitude the credit by which 
their resources might be increased on 
any unforeseen emeigency? 



revoDae, and progresalve growth of the debt, from tho Revolution in 1688 to the preeent 
timee. 



National Debt at the Revolution. 
Increaae during the Reign of ^HHiam, 

Debt at the aooeasion of Queen Anne, 
Increaae during the Reign of Queen Anne, 

Debt at the acceedon of George I., 
Decrease during the reign of Geoi^ I., 

Debt at the aooeasion of Qeorge II., . 
Decreaee during the peace, . . . . 



Debt at the opening of the war, 1789, 
Increase during the war. 



Debt at the end of the war, 1748, 
Decrease during the peace. 

Debt at the opening of the war, 1756^ 
Increase during the war. 



Debt at the end of the war in 1783, 
Decrease during the i)eaoe, 

Debt at the opening of the American war, 1776, 
Increase during the war, .... 



Debt at the peace of 1783, . 
Decrease during the peace, . 

Debt at the opening of the war, 179S, 
Increase during the war. 



Debt at the peace of Amiens, 1st February 1801 
Increase during the second war. 

Debt at the peace of Paris, Ist February 1816, 
Decrease since the peace, .... 

Debt on the 5th January 1882, 



£664,868 
15,730,439 

16^894.70S 
87,760,661 

54,145.868 
2,058,188 

68,098,885 
6.187,618 

46,964,683 
81,838,689 

78,893,312 
3,721,478 

74,571,840 
78,111,004 

146,688,844 
10,789,793 

135.948.051 
102,641.819 

288,484,870 
4,751,261 

233,783,609 
895^105,668 

588,839,277 
885,988,164 

864.822,441 
82,165,207 

£782,667,234 



£30.865 
1,271,087 

1.810,968 
2,040,416 

3,351,368 
183.807 

3,217,561 
263,526 

2,964,035 
1,096,979 

4,061,014 
664,277 

8,396,737 
2,444,104 

6,840.841 
364,000 

5,476.841 
3,843.084 

9,819.925 
148.569 

9,176.856 
10,252.152 

19,428,508 
12,796,796 

32,226.804 
8.883,841 



£2,001,886 

3,895,806 

5,691,808 

6,762;468 

6,874,000 

6,923,000 

7,127.164 

8,628.440 

10,265,405 

11,962,000 

16,658,814 

34,118,146 

72,210,612 



£28,841,463 I £60^990,000 



— MoRKAU and Psbbkb'b 2Vi6Iei^ 70, 89, 168, 845 ; and Poana's Part. TdbUt, L 1. 
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8. These dangers took strong pos* 
session of the mind of Mr Pitt; bnt 
instead of sinking in despair under the 
difficulties of the subject^ he applied 
the enei^gies of his understanding with 
the utmost vigour to overcome them. 
Nor was it long before he perceived 
by what means this great object could 
with ease and certainty be effected. 
The public attention at ^s period had 
been strongly directed to the prodi- 
gious powers of accumulation of money 
at compound interest; and Dr Price 
had demonstrated, with mathematical 
certainty, that any sum, however small, 
increasing at that ratio, would in a 
given time extinguish any debt, how- 
ever great.* Mr Pitt, with the instinc- 
tive sagacity of genius, laid hold of this 
simple law to establish a machine by 
which the vast debt of England might, 
without difficulty, be discharged. All 
former sinking-funds had failed in pro- 
ducing great effects, because they were 
directed to the annual discharge of a 
certain portion of debt; not the forma- 
tion, by compound interest, of a fund 
destined to its future and progressive 
liquidation ; they advanced, therefore, 
by addition, not multiplication — ^in an 
aiithmetical, not a geometrical ratio. 
Mr Pitt saw the evil, and not merely 
applied a remedy, but more than a re- 
medy ; he not only seized the battery, 
but turned it against the enemy. The 
wonderful powers of compound inte- 
rest, the vast lever of geometrical pro- 
gression, so long and sorely felt by 
debtors, were now to be applied to 
creditors; and, inverting the process 
hitherto experienced among mankind, 
the swift grovrth of the gangrene was 
to be turned from ihe cori'uption of the 
sound, to the eradication of the diseased 
part of the system. Another addition, 
like the discovery of gravitation, the 
press, and the steam-engine, to the 
many illustrations which history af- 
fords of the lasting truth, that the great- 
est changes both in the social and ma- 
terial world are governed by the same 

* A penny laid out at compound interest 
at the birtn of our Baviour, would, in the 
year 1775, have amounted to a solid mass of 
gold eighteen hundred times the whole 
weight of the globe. 



laws as the smallest ; and that it is by the 
felicitous application of familiar prin- 
ciples to new and important objects, 
that the greatest and most salutary dis- 
coveries in human affairs are effected. 
9. Mr Pitt's mind was strongly im- 
pressed with the incalculable impor- 
tance of this subject of the finances, — 
one before which all wai*8 or subjects 
of present interest, excepting only the 
preservation of the constitution, sank 
into insignificance. From the time of 
his accession to office in 1784, his at- 
tention had been constantly riveted 
upon it^ and he repeatedly expressed, 
in the most energetic hmguage, his 
sense of its overwhelming magnitude. 
" Upon the deliberation of this day," 
said he, in bringing forward his resolu- 
tions on the subject on the 29th March 
1786, "the people of England place all 
their hopes of a full return of prospe- 
rity, and a revival of that public secu< 
rity which will give vigour and confi- 
dence to those commercial exertions 
upon which the fiourishing state of the 
country depends. Tet not only the 
public and this House, but other na- 
tions are intent upon it ; for upon its 
deliberations, by the success or failure 
of what is now proposed, om* rank will 
be decided among the powers of Eu- 
rope. To behold this country, when 
just emerging from a most unfortunate 
war, which had added such an accumu- 
lation to sums before immense, that it 
was the belief of surrounding nations, 
and of many among om-selves, that we 
must sink under it — to behold this na- 
tion, instead of despairing at its alarm- 
ing condition, looking boldly its situa- 
tion in the face, and establishing up- 
on a spirited and permanent plaua the 
means of relieving itself from all its 
encumbrances, must give such an idea 
of our resources as will astonish the 
nations around us, and enable us to re- 
gain that pre-eminence to which on 
many accounts we are so justly entitled. 
The propriety and even necessity of 
adopting a plan for this purpose is now 
universcJly allowed, and it is also ad- 
mitted that immediiate steps ought to 
be taken on the subject. It is well 
known how strongly my feelings have 
been engaged, not only by the duties 
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of my aitoatioii, but bj tlie conaidera- 
tion of my own penomd repatatioii, 
which is deeidy committed in the qnee- 
tion, to exeit every nem, to ann erery 
Yigiiance, to oonoentnte ell my efforts 
towards that great object^ by which 
alone we can haTe a proq>ect of tnms- 
mitting to posterity that which we oor- 
selyes hsTe felt the want o^ — an effi- 
cient sinking-fond for thenational debt. 
To aocompljiBh tlus is the first wish of 
my heart ; and it would be my proud- 
est hope to hsTe my name inscribed on 
a pillar to be erected in honour of the 
man who did his country the essential 
serrice of reducing the national debt." 
10. It is worthy of especial notice^ 
however, that though thus deeply im- 
pressed with the paramount impor- 
tance of raising up an effective sinlong- 
fund for the reduction of the public 
debt^ Mr Pitt was equally resolute not 
to attempt it by any measure by which 
the public security might be impaired ; 
and, on the contrary, he at the very 
same time strongly advocated and car- 
ried a bill for the fortification of Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth, which required 
several hundred thousand pounds. "He 
would not be seduced," he said, " by 
the plausible and popular name of eco- 
nomy — ^he would not call it only plaus- 
ible and popular, he would rather say 
the sacred name of economy — to for^o 
the reality ; and for the sake of adding 
a few hundred thousand pounds at 
the outset to the sinking-fund, perhaps 
render for ever abortive the sinking- 
fund itself Every saving, consistently 
with national safety, he would pledge 
himself to make ; but he would never 
consent to starve the public service, 
and to withhold those supplies without 
which the nation must be endangered." 
Every measure of this great man was 
directed to great and Uiiting national 
objects. He was content to impose 
present burdens, to forego present ad- 
vantages, and incur present unpopu- 
larity, for the sake of ultimate public 
advantage; the only principle which 
ever yet led to greatness and honour, 
either in nations or individuals, as the 
opposite system, gilded by present po- 
pularity or enjoyment^ is the certain 
forerunner of ultimate ruin. 



11. In puisoance of these designs, 
Mr Pitt proposed that a million y^uiy 
—composed partly of savings effected 
in various fannches of the public ser* 
vice, to the amount of £900,00(H and 
partly of new taxesj, to the amount of 
£100,000 — should be granted to his 
Majesty, to be vested in conmiissionera 
chosen from the highest functionaries 
in the realm; that the payments to 
them should be made quarterly ; and 
that the whole sums thus drawn should 
be by them inveeted in the purchase of 
stock, to stand in the name of the com- 
missioners, the dividends on which 
were to be periodically appUed to the 
further purchase of stock, to stand and 
have its dividends invested in the same 
manner. In this way, by setting apart 
a miUion annually, and reUgiously ap- 
plying its interest to the purchase of 
stock, the suoeeas of the plan would be 
secured; because the future accumula- 
tions would springs not from any addi- 
tional burdens imposed on the people^ 
but from the dividends on Ae stoek tkut 
bomfkt up Jrcm individuali, aad vetUd 
in&efMic tnuUes. The powers of 
compound interest were thus brought 
round from the tide of the creditor to 
that of the debtor — ^from the f undhold- 
ers to the nation; and the national 
debt was eaten in upon by an accumu- 
lating fund, which, increasing in a 
geometrical progression, would, to a 
certainty, at no distant period, effect 
its total extinction. * ** If this million," 
said Mr Pitt» " to be so applied, is to 
be laid out> with its growing interest^ it 
will amount to a very great sum in a 
period that is not very long in the life 
of an individual, and but an hour in 
the existence of a great nation ; and 
this will diminish the debt of this 

* The following table will exemplify the 
growth of oapitalwhen its interest, st the 
rate of five per cent, is steadily applied to 
the increase of the prinoiiMd. Buppiose that 
£20,000.000, is boiTOwed ; and that, instead 
of providing by taxes for the interest merely 
of this large sum, provision is made for 
£1.SOO,000 yearly, leaving the surplus of 
£200,000 to be annually applied to the pur- 
chase of a certain portion of the stock, by 
commissioners^ for the reduction of the 
prindpU, Uie dividends on the stock so pur- 
chased being annually and progressively em- 
ployed in the same manner. Tde progres- 
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country bo much, as to preyent the 
exigencies of war from raising it to 
the enormous height it has hithei'to 
done. In the period of twenty-eight 
years, the sum of a million, annually 
improved, would amount to four mil- 
lions per annum. But care must be 
taken that this sum be not broken in 
upon. This has hitherto been the bane 
of this country ; for if the original 
sinking-fund had been properly pre- 
served, it can easily be proved, that 
our debts at this moment would not 
have been very burdensome ; but this, 
as yet, has been found impracticable, 
because the minister has uniformly, 
when it suited his conveniency, gotten 
hold of this sum, which ought to have 
been regarded as most sacred. To pre- 
vent this, I propose that this sum be 
vested in certain dignified commission- 
ers, to be by them applied quarterly 
to buy up stock ; by which means no 
considerable sum will ever be open to 
spoliation, and the fund will go on 
without interruption. Long, very long, 
has the country struggled under its 
heavy load, without amy prospect of 
being relieved ; but it may now look 
forward to the object upon which the 
existence of the country depends. A 
minister could never have the confi- 
dence to come down to the House, and 
propose the repeal of so beneficial a law 



sive growth in ten 


years will stand as fo 


lows : — 


First year's surplus, . . £200,000 


Second, 




210,000 


Third, . 






220,600 


Fourth, 






281,250 


Fifth, 






242.562 


Sixth, . 






253.078 


Seventh, 






265,654 


Eighth, 


9 


» * 


278,280 


Nmth, . 




• 


292,114 


Tenth, . 


m 


• 


806,661 



£2,500,105 
The wonderful rate at which this fund in- 
creases must be obvious to every observer, 
and it is worthy of especial notice, that this 
rapid advance is gained without imposing 
one farthing additional upon the country, by 
the mere force of an annual fund, steadily ap- 
plied year after year, with all its fhiits, to 
the reduction of the principal debt 

* The speech delivered by Mr Pitt on this 
occasion, which went over the whole details 
of our financial system, is one of the most 
luminous of his whole parliamentary career. 
•An intimate friend of hia has recorded, 



—of one so directly tending to relieve 
the people from their burdens. The 
essence of the plan consists in Uie fund 
being invariably applied in diminution 
of the debt ; k must for ewr be k^t sa- 
cred, and especially so in time of war. 
To suffer the fund at any time, or on 
any pretence, to be diverted from its 
proper object, would be to ruin, defeat, 
and overturn the whole plan."* 

12. Nor was Mr Fox behind his 
great rival in the same statesmanlike 
and heroic sentiments ; but he pointed 
out with too prophetic a spirit the 
dangers to which the reserved fund 
might be exposed, amidst the neces- 
sities or weaknesses of future adminis- 
trations. "No man," said he, "in 
existence, was, or ever had been, a 
greater friend to the principle of a 
sinking-fund than I have been, from 
the very first moment of my political 
life. I agree perfectly with the right 
honourable gentleman in his ideas of 
the necessity of establishing an effective 
sinking-fund, for the purpose of apply- 
ing it to the diminution of the national 
debt, however widely I may differ from 
him as to the subordinate parts of the 
plan. Formerly, the payment of the 
national debt was effected by a sub- 
scription of individuals, to whom the 
faith of parliament had been pledged 
to pay off certain specified portions at 

"That having passed the morning of this 
most important day in providing and examin- 
ing the calculations and resolutions for the 
evening, he said he would take a walk to ar- 
range in his mind what was to be said in the 
House in the evening. His walk did not last 
above a quarter of an hour, and when he 
came back he said he believed he was pre- 
pared. He then dressed, and desired his din- 
ner to be sent up : but hearing that his sis- 
ter, and another lady residing with her in 
the family, were going to dine at the same 
early hour, he desired that they might dine 
together. Having passed nearly an hour 
vdth those ladies, and several friends who 
called on their Way to the House, talking 
with his usual liveliness said gaiety, as if he 
had nothing on his mind, he then went im- 
mediately to the House of Commons, and 
made that elaborate and far-extended speech, 
as Mr Fox called it, without one omission 
or error." —William Pttt— No.V. ; BUuk- 
vtood't Maganne^ xxxvi. 852 ; a series of pa^ 
pers on the character of this illustrious man, 
by Dr Croly, one of the ablest vndters of the 
age, containing by for the best aoootmt of his 
policy and character extant in any language. 
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staied periods. Under that syiteiii, 
when the natimi, or when pariiament^ 
stood boand to indiyidaalfl^ the pledge 
was held as sacred aa to pay the in- 
terest of the national debt ai present ; 
whereas, under the new ajstem, when 
no individoal interests were conoemed, 
nothing would prerent a fntore minis- 
ter, in any latars war, from, coming 
down to the Hoose and proposing the 
repeal of the sinHng-fiind, or enabling 
government to apply the whole money 
or stock in the hands of the oommis- 
sioners to the pnUic senrioe. What 
wonM prevent the Honse from agree- 
ing to the proposition f or was it at all 
likely that^ onder the exigency of the 
moment^ tiiey woold not immediately 
agree to it^ when so much money could 
so easily be got at^ and when they 
cocdd so readily save themselves from 
the odioos and unpleasant task of im- 
posing new taxes on themselves and 
their constituents f Memorable words 
from both these great men 1 when it is 
recollected how exactly the one pre- 
dicted the wonderful effects which ex- 
perience has now proved his system 
was calculated to have produced, in 
reducing, in a period of time smaller 
than the most ardent imagination 
could have supposed, a debt double the 
amount of that which he estimated as 
so great an evil ; and with how much 
accuracy the other pointed out the 
vulnerable point in the composition of 
his scheme^ and predicted the cause, 
springing from the necessities or weak- 
ness of future administrations, which 
would ultimately prove its ruin i 

The bill passed both Houses without 
a dissentient voice ; and on the 26th 
May, the King gave it the royal assent 
in person, to mark his strong sense of 
the public importance of the measure. 

18. The sinking-fund thus provided 
was amply sufficient to have diachaiged 
all the existing debt within a moderate 
period; and so well aware was its 
author of its vast productive powers, 
that he observed, that when it rose to 
four millions, it should be submitted 
to parliament whether it should thence- 
forth be suffered to increase at com- 
pound interest. But the events which 

VOL. VL 



followed 800O not only rendered i]la> 
aoiy all danger of the debt being too ra- 
pidly red n oed, bat made an addition 
to the system unavoidable to meet the 
new and overwhdming obligationa 
contracted daring the war. Some 
expedient^ therefore, was necessary to * 
provide for the liquidation of these vast 
additional debts; and it was in the 
means taken to do so that the extensive 
foresight and unshaken constancy of 
Mr Pitt is to be discerned. HeUidit 
down aa a principle, which was never 
on any pretence whatever to be de- 
parted from, that» when any additional 
loan was contracted, provision diould 
be made for its gradual liquidation. 
"We oughts" said Mr Pitt» <*not to 
confine our views to the sinking-fund, 
compared with the debt now existing. 
If our system stops there, the country 
will remain exposed to the possibility 
of being again involved in those em- 
barrassments which we have in our own 
time so severely experienced, and which 
apparently brought us to the veige of 
bankruptcy and ruin. To guard against 
such dangers hereafter, we should en- 
act that^ whenever any loan shall take 
place in future, unless it be raised 
on annuities, which will terminate in 
a moderate number of years, thero 
should of course be issued out of the 
consolidated fund,* to the commis- 
sioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt, €m ttddiUonal sum n^peient 
to discharge the eapiUd of auch loan in 
the tame period tu the einkmg'Jund^ 
after reaching its larffett amount, totS 
discharge WMt wiU tMn remain of the 
present debt. To do this, one hun- 
dredth part of the capitaJ borrowed 
would be sufficient to be raised from 
the country on such emergencies ; for 
instance, supposing it wero necessary 
to raise by loan ten millions, £100,000 
should be raised in addition to the 

* The consolidated fond was a oertain por- 
tion of the ordinary taxea^ which was amass- 
ed together and devoted to certain fixed ob- 
jects of nationid expenditure. The surplus 
of this fbnd, as it was called, or the excess 
of those branches of revenue above the 
chariges fixed on them, was annually appro- 
priated during war among the ways and 
means to the current war expenditure. 

L 
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exUting funds appropriated to the re- 
demption of the debt, in order to re- 
liere the country within a given time 
of this additional burden. In addi- 
tion to this, I propose that £200,000 
a- year ad^tional should, from this 
' time forward, be regularly granted out 
of the ordinary revenue of the country 
to the sinking-fund." Mr Fox stated, 
" That he had ever maintained the 
necessity of establishing a fund for re- 
ducing the national debt, and that as 
strongly when on the Ministerial as 
when on the Opposition benches. He 
Lad not the power to promote it as 
effectually as Mr Pitt^ but he wished 
it as warmly." In conformity with 
the united opinion of these great men, 
it was enacted by the statute passed 
on the occasion, " That whenever in 
future any sums should be raised by 
loans on perpetual redeemable annul* 
ties, a sum equal to one per cent on 
the stock created by such loan should 
be issued out of the produce of the 
consolidated fund quarterly, to be 
placed to the account of the commis* 
sioners." Every additional loan was 
thus compelled to draw after itself, as 
a necessary consequence, a fresh bur- 
den, by the annual payment of which 
the extinction of the principal might 
to a certainty be expected in -little 
more than forty years. 

14. Under this system the whole loans 
were contracted, and the sinking-fund 
was managed, till 1802 : and as im- 
mense sums were borrowed during 
that period, the growth of the sinking- 
fund was far more rapid than had be^ 
originally contemplated. In that year 
an alteration of some importance was 
made, not indeed by Mr Pitt, but by 
Mr Addington, then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, with his consent and ap- 
probation. *< The capital of the debt," 
said he, *< is now £488,000,000 ; its in- 
terest^ including the charges of the 
sinking-fund, £23,000,000. It is im- 
possible to contemplate either the one 
or the other without the utmost anx- 
iety. What I now propose is, that 
the limitation which was formerly 
provided against the accumulation of 
the original sinking-fund should be 
removed ; and that both that original 



fund and the subsequent one, created 
by the act of 1792, should be allowed 
to accumulate till they have discharg- 
ed the whole debt." This proposition 
was unanimously agreed to : it being 
enacted, "that this fund should accu- 
mulate tiU the whole existing redeem- 
able annuities should be paid off." By 
this act, the original sinking-fund of 
£1,000,000, with the £200,000 subse^ 
quently granted, and the one per cent 
on all the subsequent loans, were com-' 
bined into one consolidated fund to be 
applied continually, at compound inte- 
rest, till the whole debt then existing 
was paid off, which it was calculated 
would be in forty-five years. Under 
these three acts of 1786, 1792, and 
1802, the sinking-fund continued to 
be administered with exemplary fidel- 
ity, not only during Mr Pitt's We, but 
after his death, till 1818, when a total 
change in the system took place, which 
eventually led to its ruin, and has, to 
all appearance, rendered the financial 
state of the country almost desperate. 
To obtain a clear view of the practical 
effects of Mr Pitt's system, it is neces- 
sary to anticipate somewhat the march 
of events, and give a summary of the 
operation of the sinking-fund which 
he established, down to the period 
when it was abandoned by his more 
embarrassed and less provident suc- 
cessors. 

15. From the accounts laid before 
parliament, it appears that the sink- 
ing-fund of a milUon which Mr Pitt 
established in 1786, had increased, by 
accumulation at compound interest 
and the great additions drawn from 
the one per cent on the vast loans 
ttom 1792 to 1812, to the enormous 
sum of fifteen mUlioni and a half 
yearly in 1818, while the debt which 
it had discharged during that period 
amounted to no less than £238,281,000 
sterling. This great increase had taken 
place in twenty - seven years ; whereas 
Mr Pitt had odoulated correctly that 
his original million would be only four 
millions in twenty -eight years; the 
well-known period of the quadrupli- 
cation of the sum at compound inte- 
rest of five per cent. The subsequent 
£200,000 a-year granted, undoubtedly 
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■eodantod in k CMtain (legTM An nta 
of ita adTanoe ; bat Uw trao tvmit at 
the eitmordinaij and nneEpootod ra- 
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the prodJgioDa aoomnnlation which 
tike oaa per cent on anbaaqacat loaua 
{Hvdnced. Thit distinctly appaan 
from the rabjoined table* ahoiriiig the 

erer; jemr from 1788 to ISlS^tlie 
loans ooDtnaud daring that period — 
the atock redeemed bj the oommie- 
aioDars, and tba propoition of each 
kian paid to them for behoof of the 
pnblio debt. It thence appears how 
npidlf and itnldeiilj the ■inting -fiiini 
row, with the inunenH Boms borrow- 
ed at different periodii daring the 
war; and when it is recollected that 
the loana oontraoted from 1792 
1816 were £585,000,000, it will not 
appear aarpriaing, that even the small 
Bum of one per cent on eaob, regularlj 
• TkbK ghowing tb< (aau paid to tbe ton 



imed to the natlooal debt commie 
aioiier^ ahonld haTe led to thia fotai- 
ordinarj and vnlookad-for aacamula- 



Wliile the nation in general 
were entirely satisGed with Mr Pitf a 
Gnancikl atitementa, and delimited 
with the rapid growth of the ainkin^ 
fund, neTer eiamiDad whether the 
funds for ita prodigioua extansiao 
were provided by tbe fictitioua supply 
of loans, or the solid growth of the re- 
venae aboie tiie expenditure, a few 
more aagacioas obaervera began to in- 
quire into the solidity of the whole 
lyatem, and, miatiting ita past opera- 
tion, irtuch had been slmoat entirely 
ditrimg war, for its parmaiunt chaiao 
:irUia national 



:k redKmad b; ChsD 



jsiS'riw^ 


1SS.1M. M 




Pawn. IBM. Ac 116 : Fo» 


u'a Ptat. ItMa. i. \: 


OoLKHHOOa. »4 


W i PoKTO-a ft<»«« ^ a. ffohba. 


u-IMt. 
















'S^' 








'-~ 


-r-S3r 


%^ 


"wt 


l' 


bhSiS" 




M 


'L 


""* 




£ 


£ 


£ 




£ 


£ 


£ 




jj 




1 ** 














<B 


lBJgl,t35 










w> 




■or 




M 


IJ.<74J»* 


7M 




1 06 








IM 






17.M0.MS 






% w 


t» 




100 




11 


w 


17,374,800 




1 «e 




a 




M 






BT 














11 






t> 




7I» 








m 








OS 




TW 


1 US 


7 W 




m 








»5 


».av7,«4a 


BM 










US 




n 


87 






< «a 




» 




ITS 






ao 


18,08S,83S 








33 




la 


108 


13 


m 


S«i.ias 






T SI 


ID 


wo 


i41 




s 


M 


38.101.738 


m* 




10 *s 




■00 




M 




4»,33G,»7g 


IMG 


1 HN 


11 M 


91 


m 


1m 




10 


ita 


40.in8,471 






11 M 




100 


>» 


te 


S8 


OS 


(1^888114 


BM 


i oc 


It 07 


\l 


100 




•48 


30 
39 


m 


M.B09.M1 
81.334,118 


809 








MM 


163 




Si 


M 














1 IH 








sa'.oai^aie 




uiwo^ui 




u 




1 M 


as 




as 


M.m,37i 


Bl» 


ISA>3.B« 


18 lU 


17 


tw 






36 


W) 


0SW.4M 




13.«S.'<,1NI 


» lU 


s» 


ICO 


1 01 




38 




0,911,413 




ifilsmlan 


14 e? 


18 




1 M 








70,1118,9 IS 


8U 


]4,ia,»S3 


19 84 










ia 


ao 


71,I31JI4 


WW 


i3.u3.t»e 


30 SB 


' 


100 


1 ei 


r71 


ta 


M 


a»tfi« 



164 



HISTORY OF KUROPE. 



[chap, xll 



ter, which was to appear chiefly on 
the return of peace, loudly proclaimed 
that the whole was founded on an en- 
tire delusion : that a great proportion 
of the sums which it paid off had been 
raised by loans ; that at all events, a 
much larger sum than the amount of 
the debt annually redeemed, had been 
actually borrowed since the commence- 
ment of the war ; that it was impos- 
sible that a nation, any more than an 
individual, could discharge its debts 
by mere financial operations ; and that 
the only way of really getting quit of en- 
cumbrances was by bringing the expen- 
diture peimanently under the income. 
17. These doctrines soon spread 
among a considerable part of the 
thinking portion of the nation ; but 
they made little general impression 
till the return of peace had diverted 
into other channels the attention of 
the people, formerly ooncentrated on 
the career of Napoleon ; and democra- 
tic ambition, taking advantage of na- 
tional distress, had begun to denounce 
all that had formerly been done by the 
patriots who had triumphed over its 
principles. Then they speedily became 
universaL Attacks on the sinking- 
fund were eagerly diffused and gene- 
rally credited — the delusion of Mr 
Pitt's system, the juggle so long prac- 
tised on the nation, were in every 
mouth. The meanest political quacks, 
the most despicable popular dema- 
gogues, ventured to discharge their 
javelins at the giants of former days. 
The heedlessness of future conse- 
quences, which ever distinguishes the 
masses of mankind, came to infect 
general opinion : the aversion to taxa- 
tion, so general among the many, 
made them lend a ready ear to any 
proposed reduction of taxation, with- 
out the slightest regard to its influence 
on the future fortunes of the empire ; 
and a system on which the greatest 
and best of men in' the last age had 
been united — in commendation of 
which Fox had vied with Pitt» and 
Sheridan with Burke — ^was universally 
denounced as the most, complete and 
ruinous deception that ever had been 



palmed off by official fraud on the cre- 
dulity of mankind. 

18. Had these doctrines been con- 
fined to the declamations of the hust- 
ings, or the abuse of newspapers, they 
would have furnished the subject only 
of curious speculation on the way in 
which principles, just to a certain ex- 
tent, and ti*uths, undeniable as they 
were originally stated, became per- 
verted, when they were employed, be- 
yond what their authors intended, as 
an engine for the purposes of faction 
or ambition. But unhappily the evil 
soon assumed a much more serious com- 
plexion. The prevailing ideas spread to 
the legislature ; and the statesman who 
succeeded to the goverament, imbued 
partly with the declamation of the 
period, influenced partly by the desire 
of gaining a temporary popularity by 
the reduction of the public burdens, 
without any regard to the interests of 
future times, went on bon*owing or 
abstracting from the sinking-fund till 
it was totally extinguished. During 
the great convulsion of 1832, the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the 
national debt issued an official intima- 
tion that their purchases for the pub- 
lic service had altogether ceased. The 
same mournful notice has since repeat- 
edly been sent forth from the same 
office, accompanied, in some cases, 
with the still more alarming intelli- 
gence, that during a profound peace a 
considerable addition had been made 
annually to the total amount of the 
national debt. The principle acted 
upon since 1823, when it was first an- 
nounced in parliament, has been to 
apply to the reduction of debt no more 
than the annual surplus of the national 
income above its expenditure ; and as 
that surplus, under the jealousy of 
expenditure incident to a democratic 
system, can never be expected to be 
considerable, Mr Pitt's sinking-fund 
may now, to all practical purposes, be 
considered as desti*oyed.* 

19. In the preceding observations, 
the maixih of events has been anti- 
cipated by nearly thirty years, and 
■changes aUuded to which will form an 



* Tho following table exhibits the progression and decline of the dnking-fUnd firora tlie 
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that notwithstandingi Mr Pitt's plan 
for tlie redemption of the debt waB 
founded not only on consummate wis- 
dom, but on a tiliorough knowledge of 
human nature. To be oonviuced of 
this we have only to look to the causes 
which have led to the abandonment of 
the sinking-fund since the war, and the 
state in which that abandonment has 
left the finances of the empire. 

20. Mr Pitt never looked to the 
sinking-fund as the means of paying 
off the debt while loans to a laiger 
amount than it redeemed were con- 
tracted every year : he regarded it as 
a fund which would speedily and cer- 
tainly effect the reduction of the debt 
in time of peace* It was then that its 
I'eal effect was to be seen : it was then 
that the debt contracted during war 

* Mr Pitt's speech on the budget in 1798, 
aflTords decisive evidence that he laboured 
under no delusion on the subject of the ope- 
ration of thQ sinldng-fUnd during -war ; but 
always looked forward to its effects when 
loans had ceased, in consequence of the re- 
turn of peace, as exemplifying its true charac- 
ter, ana alone effecting a rml reduction of 
the debt ' ' By means of the sinking-fund, " 
said he, " we had advanced fax in the reduc- 
tion of the debt previous to the loans neces- 
sarily made in we present war, and every 
year was attended with such accelerated 
salutary effects as outran the most aan- 

Kine (»lculatiou. But having done so, we 
ve yet far to go, as things are circum- 
stanced. If the reduction of the debt be 
confined to the operations of that fund, and 
the expenses of the war continue to impede 
our plans of economy, — ^we shall have to go 
£ir b^ore the (Operation, of that fimd^ even dur- 
ing peactf can be expected to covnteract the 
^ectt of the war. Tet there are means by 
which I am confident it would be possible, 
in not many years, to restore our resources, 
and put the country in a state equal to all 
exigencies. Not only do I conceive that the 
principle is wise and the attempt practicable 
to procure large supplies out of the direct 
taxes from the year, but I conceive that it is 
equally wise, and not less practicable, to 
make provision for the amount of the debt 
incurred and funded in the same year : and 
if the necessity of carrying on the war shall 
entail upon us the necessity of contracting 
another debt, this principle, if duly carri^ 
into practice, with the asadistance of the 
sinking-fund to co-operate, will enable us 
not to owe more than we did at its com- 
mencement. I cannot indeed take it upon me 
to eay that the war will not ttop the progrese qf 
liquidation ; but if the means I have pointed 
out are adopted, and resolutely adhered to, 
4t will leave us at least stationary."— Part. 
Hia. xxxiii. 1058, 1064. 



was to be really discharged. And the 
admirable nature of tiie institution 
consisted in this, that it provided a 
system, with all the machinery requi- 
site for its complete and effective opera- 
tion, which, although overshadowed 
and subdued by the vast contraction 
of debt during war, came instantly into 
powerful operation the moment its ex- 
penditure was terminated. This was 
a point of vital importance; indeed, 
without ity as experience has since 
proved, all attempts to reduce the debt 
would have proved utterly nugatory. 
Mr Pitt was perfectly aware of the 
natural impatience of taxation felt by 
mankind in general, and the especial 
desire idways experienced, when the 
excitement of war ceases, that its ex- 
penditure should draw to a termina- 
tion. He foresaw, therefore, that it 
would be impossible to get the popular 
representatives, at the conclusion of a 
contest, to lay on new taxes, and pro- 
vide for a sinking-fund to pay off the 
debt which had been contracted during 
its continuance. The only way, there- 
fore, to secure that inestimable object^ 
was to have the whole machinery con- 
structed and in full activity during 
war, so that it might be at once brought 
forward in entire and efficient opera- 
tion, upon the conclusion of hostili- 
ties, without any legislative act or fresh 
imposition whatever, by the mere ter- 
mination of the contraction of loans. 

21. From what has now been stated, 
it will readily be discerned in what the 
grand merit of Mr Pitt's financial sys- 
tem consisted. It was the imposition, 
by law, of sufficient indirect taxes to 
meet not only the interest of every new 
loan, but a hundredth part more to 
provide a sinking-fund for the extinc- 
tion of its capital, which was its grand 
distinction. It brought the nation suc- 
cessfully through the crisis of the war, 
and would have proved the ultimate 
salvation of the empii'e, if it had been 
adhered to with the steadiness which 
he so earnestly impressed upon the 
nation, and if no subsequent monetary 
change had rendered impossible the 
continuance of the indirect taxes ne- 
cessary to uphold the system. There 
was neither juggle nor deception in 
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It ma a irary plaiii and pneiieal 
operation — Ti& t&e proriding a mu- 
pLuB of taTation io eat in at oompoimd 
intereat on the eapitel of the debt 
This principle of providing sach a anr- 
plnsia the well-known and iudiBpenaable 
preliminaiy to ereiy system for the re- 
duction of burdens^ whether in pablic 
or private. It was in the buldii^ 
upon that foondation the saperBtmc- 
tora of a regular invariable sjstem, and 
bestowing on it the w<»ide]^ powers 
of compound interest^ that Mr Pitt's 
great merit conaisted. It was the sub- 
sequent repeal of the indirect taxes 
laid on to provide this surplus fund 
during peace, when there was no ne- 
oeasi^ whatever for such a measure^ 
and no motive for it but the thint for 
temporaiy applause in successive ad- 
ministrations^ or the difficulty of up- 
holding the indirect taxes, owing to a 
ruinous and unlooked-for contraction 
of the currency, which was the real 
evil that ruined this noble fabric, and 
has rendered the debt a hopeless bur- 
den on the nation. And if any doubt 
could exist on this subject^ it would be 
removed by recollecting the example 
of France prior to the Bevolution, 
when the system went on for half a 
century before that crisis, of borrowing 
large sums annually, and making no 
provision whatever for payment even 
of their annual interest, in consequence 
of iHiich the finances got involved in 
such a state of hopeless embarrass- 
ment as, by rendering the convocation 
of the States-generid unavoidable in a 
moment of extraordinary excitement, 
overturned the monarchy. 

22. The result has completely proved 
the wisdom of these views. Crippled 
and mangled as the sinking-fund has 
been by the enormous encroachments 
made upon it by the administrations 
of later times, it has yet done much 
during the peace to pay off the debt — 
amply sufficient to demonstrate the 
solidity of the principles on which it 
was founded. In l^e sixteen years 
from 1816 to 1832, even after these 
copious reductions, it has discharged 
more than eighty-two millions of the 
debt, besides the addition of seven 
millions made by the bonus of five per 
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it granted to the holden of the five 
per cents, which were reduced to four : 
that ia^ it has paid off in that time 
nearly ninety imlliona* It is not a 
juggle which, in a time so short in the 
lifetime of a nation, and during the 
greater part of which Great Britain 
was labouring under severe distress in 
almost all the branches of its industry, 
was able;, even on a reduced scale, to 
e&ct a reduction so considerable. 

23w Kor has the experience of the 
last twenty years been less decisive as 
to the absolute necessity of making the 
provision for the liquidation of the 
debt part of a permanent system, to 
which the national £uth is absolutely 
and unequivocally bound, and whi(£ 
depends for no part of its efficiency 
upon the votes or financial measures of 
the year. Since this ruinous modifica- 
tion of Mr Pitt's unbending self-poised 
system was introduced ; since the 
fiital precedent vras estaUished of allow- 
ing the minister to determine, by 
annual votes, how much of the sink* 
ing-fund was to be applied to the cur- 
rent services of the year, and how much 
reserved for its original and proper 
destination, the encroachment on the 
fund has gone on continually increas- 
ing, till at length it has, to all practical 
purposes, swallowed it entirely up. 
The sinking-fund, when thus broken 
upon, has proved the subject of con- 
tinual subsequent violation, till the 
shadow even of reapect for it is gone. 
If such has been the fiite of this noble 
and truly patriotic establishment^ even 
when no increased burden was re- 
quired to keep it in activity, and the 
temptation which proved £atal to its 
existence was merely the desire to 

* Funded debt on Jannaiy S, 

1816, .£810.S11.MO 

Unftmded ditto, . . 48,610,501 

Total, £864,82^441 
Total debt on 6th January 
1883,— via: 

Funded, £764,100,640 
Unf^ded, 27,768.660 

781,868,1» 

Paid off in sixteen year^ . £82,969,842 

— AnntuU Finanet Statement^ 1888; and 
PsBBBR, 246; and Pobtsb's PaWiaiMntory 
Tables, il 6, 
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effect a reduction of tazen long borne 
by the nation, it is easy to see how 
utterly hopeless would have been any 
attempt to make considerable additions 
to the annual burdens upon the con- 
clusion of hostilities, with a view to 
effect a diminution of the public debt ; 
and how completely dependent, there- 
fore, the sinking-fund was for its very 
existence upon Mr Pitt's system of 
having all its machinery put in motion 
at the time the loans were contract- 
ed during war, and its vast powers 
brought into full view, viiihout any ap- 
plication to ike legitlature, by the mere 
cessation of borrowing, on the return 
of peace.* 
24. Not a shadow of a doubt can 

* In Mr Pitt*8 Financial ResolutLons, in the 
year 1790, which embrace a vast variety of 
important financial details, there is the clear- 
est indication of the lasting and permanent 
system to which he looked rcrward with per- 
fect justice for the entire liquidation of the 
public debt. One of these resolutions was, — 
" That supposing the price of 8 per cent stock 
to be on an average, after the year 1800, £90 
in time of peace, and £76 in time of war, 
and the proportion of peace and war to be 
the same as for the last hundred years, the 
average price of peace and war will be about 
£85 ; that the whole debt created in each year 
of the present war will be redeemed in about 
forty years from sudi year respectively, and 
the whole of the capital debt existing pre- 
vious to 1793 will be redeemed in about forty- 
seven years ftx>m the present time ; that trom 
1808 to 1833 (at which time the capital debt 
create in the first year of the present war 
would be redeemed, and the taxes applicable 
to the charges thereof would become dis- 
posableX taxes would be set tne in each year 
of peace to the amount of £133,000, and of 
war to that of £168,000 ; that the amount of 
the sum annually applicable to the reduction 
of the debt would, m the course of the same 
period, gradually rise from £5,000,000 to 
£10,400.000; and that» on the suppositions 
before stated, taxes equal to the amount of 
the charges created during each year of the 
present war will be successively set free, from 
1833 to 1840, to the amount in the whole of 
£10,600,000, and about J$46, further taxes 
to the amount of £4,200,000, being the sum 
applicable from 1808 to the reduction of the 
debt existing previous to 1798 ; making in 
all, when the whole debt is extinguish^ in 
1846, a reduction of £19,000,000yearly." Such 
was the far-seeing and durable system of this 
great statesman; and experience has now 
proved that, if his principles had been ad- 
hered to, and the taxes applicable to the 
chax^ges of thedebt had not been imprudentiy 
i-epealed, these anticipations would have been 
more than realised, notwithstanding the vast 
iucrease of the debt since that time. 



now r^nain that Mr Pities and Mr Ad- 
dington's anticipations were well found- 
ed, and that if their system had been 
adhered to since the peace, the whole 
national debt would have been dis- 
charged by the year 1845. The pay- 
ment of eighty millions, under the mu- 
tilated system, since 1816, affords a 
sample of what might have been ex- 
pected had its efficiency not been im- 
paired. Even supposing that^ for the 
extraordinary efforts of 1818, 1 814, and 
1815, it had been necessary to borrow 
from the commissioners the whole 
sinking-fund during each of these yean, 
still, if the nation and its government 
had possessed sufficient resolution to 
have resumed the system with the ter* * 
mination of hostilities, and steadily 
adhered to it since that time, the 
debt dischaiged by the year 1836 
would, at five per cent, have been above 
five hundred millions, and the ainking- 
fund would now (1835) have been pay- 
ing off above forty millions a-year.f 
Or, if the national engagements would 
only have permitted the sinking-fund 
to have been kept up at ten millions 
yearly from the produce of taxes, and 
if the accumulation were to be calcu- 
lated at four per cent, which, on an 
average, is probably nob far horn the 
truth, the fund applicable to the re- 

t Table I., showing what the siuking-frind 
aocuraulating at five per cent, if maintained 
at £15,000,000 a-year, would have paid off 



n 1816 to 1836:— 
1816 . 


. £15.000,000 


1817 . 


. 16,760.000 


1818 


. 16,637,600 


1819 . 


. 17,368,870 


1820 . 


. 18,231,973 


1821 . 


. 19,143,566 


1822 


. 20.100,774 


1828 .. . 


. 21.006,038 


1824 . 


. 22.066,284 


1825 . 


. 23,167,048 


1826 


. 24.316,672 


1827 . 


. 26,530,240 


1828 .. . 


. 26^839,360 


1829 .. . 


. 28.181,423 


1830 . 


. 29,580,464 


1881 .. . 


. 81,079.690 


1832 . 


. 83,168,677 


1883 . 


. 84,816,000 


1834 .. . 


. 86.624.626 


1836 . 


. 87,238.312 


1836 . 


. 89,099,214 



Total in 20 years, £633, 708,430 
Table II., showing what the sinking-fund, 
if maintained from the taxes at £10,000,000 
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dnetioB «f tte debt voold 
■ above twenty mfllioai 
tiM dabi abadf dtehaiged 



mflUoiM ! A more npid ndnetion of 
fandod fiitfpttiy vould aoi pnbaUy 



per regard to tbecaeployiMBiof eapifcd, 
ortba doe neatiou of aafe channela of 
mreetnient^ to raenvo ai 
diadiaiga from the pabUe 

25. Evaytbni^ tberefOTa, cwiMipiw 
to demoostnto thai Mr Pitt's ajitem 
for the reductioii of the national driii 
ivas noiodl^ foonded on jnet prineiploa 
and pralbond f<M«Bghtk bat on an 
aeeorato knowledge of boman natore, 
ft oorreet appradation (tf the prindpleB 
by ^Hiidi soch a adntaiy 
likely to be defeated, and the 
by wliidi alone ita pamanenteAciem^ 
ooold be aacored. And no doabt can 
now remain in any impartial mind, 
thaty if that ayatem had been reeolately 
adhered to^ the whole debt contracted 
during the wars of the Frendi BeT(dn- 
tion might have been diwchaiged in 

sterling, and if accamalatixigac fimr per oaot 
only, would haTe paid off&om 1816 to 1836 : — 



1816 








£10,000.600 


1S17 








. 10,400,000 


1818 








. 10,816,000 


1819 








. 11,264,000 


1820 








. Il,n5.660 


1821 








. 12.671,544 


18» 








. IS. 178,404 


1833 








. 13.705.540 


1824 








. 14,253,760 


1825 








. 14.822.948 


1826 








. 15,415.944 


1827 








. 16.032.580 


1828 








. 16.673,880 


1829 








. 17,340,882 


1880 








. 18,034,464 


1881 








. 18,754,840 


18S2 








. 19.505,032 


1833 








. 20.285.1SS 


1834 








21,096.640 


1835 








21,830,504 


1886 








23,107,724 



Total in 20 yean, £331.005.428 
Sampoaing the 8to<^ in the fint oaae^ pur- 
ehaaea on an average at 90 by the oommis- 
■ionera, the £533,706,430 sterling money 
would have redeemed a tenth more of the 
stock, or £587.000.000. Supposing it bought; 
in the second case, at an average of 85, which 
would probably have been about the marl^ 
the £342,000,000 sterling money would have 
purchased nearly a seventh more of stock, 
or £385,857,000, bailiff just about a half of 
the debt existing at this moment (18S5). 




wfaMa. waa 
Whatia 
i^ tiien, whieh haaoooaaioaadtiia ad^ 
aeq[Qent ndn of a ayatan oonaknMtod 
witfi ao mnch wiadom, and ao long ad' 
hand to nnder tiie aerereat triak witii 
vnahaken fidelity ! The anaweriato 
be Ibond in the tampomy Tiewa and 
yielding policy of aoooaeding atmt m 
men : in the anbatitotion of ideaa of 
preaent expedienoe for thoee of per* 
manent adrenti«e; in the fetal con- 
traction of the curency ia 1819, whk^ 
rendoad the oontinnanoe of the in- 
direct tazea which formed the baaia of 
the ainking-lbnd diflicaltk and in the 
end impoeaible ; in the advent of timea 
iHien goTwnment looked from year to 
year, not from century to century ; in 
the nualaking the preaent applanae of 
the unreflecting many for that aober 
approbation of the thoughtful few, 
whidi it ahould ever be the chief ob- 
ject of an enlightened atatewman to 
obtain. 

86. When a Greek OTator waa iq^ 
pleaded by the multitude for htt 
apeech, the philoeopher bhid him; 
"for," aaid he, '*if you had apoken 
wiady, theae men would have given 
no aigns of approbation.'* Theobeerra- 
tioii ia not founded on any peculiar 
fickleneea or levity in the Athenian 
people, but on the permanent prin* 
dpLea of human nature, and that geoe- 
ral prevaleuce of the deaire for tern- 
poraiy ease over conaiderationB of per* 
manent advantage, which it ia the 
great object of the moraliat to combat» 
and to the influence of which the 
greatcet disasters of private life are 
owing. And, without relieving subse- 
quent atateamen of their full share of 
responsibility for an evil which will 
now in the end probably consign the 
British empire to destruction, it mav 
safely be affirmed that the British 
people, and every individual amongst 
them, must bear their full share of the 
burden. A general delusion seised 
the public mind. The populace loud- 
ly clamoured for a reduction of taxa- 
tion, without any regard to the conse- 
quences, not merely on future times, 
but their own present advantage. The 
learned fiercely assailed the sinking- 
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fund, andy with haidly a aingle excep- 
tion, branded the work of Pitt and Fox 
as a vile impoeture, incapable of stand- 
ing the examination of reason or ex- 
perience. The Opposition Tohemently 
demanded the remission of taxes ; the 
government weakly granted the re- 
quest. Tear after year passed away 
under this miserable delusion; tax 
after tax was repealed amidst the ap- 
plause of the whole nation ;* the gene- 
ral concurrence in the work of destruc- 
tion for a time ahnost obliterated the 
deep lines of party distinctioni and, 
amidst mutual compliments from tiie 
Opposition to the Ministerial benches, 
the broad foundations of British great- 
ness were loosened; the provident 
system of former times was abandoned ; 
revenue, to the amount of forty mil- 
lions a-year, surrendered without any 
equivalent; and the nation, when it 
awakened from its trance, found itself 
saddled for ever with eight-and-twenty 
millions as the interest of debt» with- 
out any means of redemption, and with 
a democratic constitution which ren- 
dered the construction of any such in 
time to come utterly hopeless. 

27. The people were entitled to de- 
mand an instant relaxation from taxa- 



tion upon the termination of hostilities; 
the laressure of the war taxes would 
have been insupportable when the ex- 
citement and expenditure of war were 
over. The income-tax could no longer 
be endured ; the assessed taxes and aU 
the direct imposts should at once have 
been repealed ; no man, excepting the 
dealers in artides liable to indirect taxa- 
tion, should have paid anything to gov- 
ernment. This was a part, and a most 
important part, of Mr Pitt's system. 
He was aware of the extreme and well- 
foimded discontent which the pay> 
ment of direct taxes to government 
occasions; he knew that nothing but 
the excitement and understood neces- 
sities of war can render them bearably 
His system was, therefore, to provide 
for the extra expenses of war entirely 
by loans or direct taxes, and to devote 
the indirect taxes to the interest of the 
public debt and the permanent chaxges 
of government — those lasting burdens 
which could not be reduced without in- 
jury to the national credit or security, 
on the termination of hostilities. In 
this way a triple object was gained. 
The nation, during the continuance of 
war, was made to feel its pressure by 
the payment of heavy annual duties^ 



* Taxes repealed tinoe the peaoe of 18U to 1884 :— 

L8U. War duties on goods^ Ae. 

815. Ditto. 

816. Propert]^ tax and war mal^ 

817. Sweet wines, 

818. Vinegar, 4eo. 

819. Plato glass. Ac . 

820. Beer in Sootbuid, 

821. Wool, . 

822. Annual malt and hideik 

823. Salt and assessed tftx^s^ 

824. Thrown silk and salt^ 

825. Wine, salt, Ao. . 
836. Buic and British spirits, 

827. Stamps, 

828. Bioe, dec . . . 

829. SUk, Ac . . , 
880. Beer, hides, and sugar, 

831. Printed cotton and coals, 

832. Candles, almonds, raisins, Ao. 
838. Soap, tiles, dta . 
834. House duty. 



Laid on in the same time, 
If et taxation reduced. 



NST PBODUOS. 

£932,000 

222,000 

17,647,000 

87,000 

9,500 

269,000 

4,000 

471.000 

3,139,000 

4,185,000 

1,801,000 

3,676,000 

1,067,000 

84,000 

61,000 

126,000 

4.070,000 

1,688^000 

74r,000 

1,000,000 

1,200,000 

£42,125.500 
6,813,000 

£36,812,500 



GBOBB PBODUOX. 

£948,861 

222,749 

17,886,666 

37,818 

9.524 

278,673 

4,000 

490,113 

2,164,087 

4,286,389 

1,805,467 

3,771,019 

1,973^916 

84,088 

62,227 

136,406 

4,264.425 

3^189.318 

764,996 

1.100.000 

1,400,000 



£4^846,639 



Of which £18,690,000 was direct^ and £17,490,000 indirect.— Pari. Paper, 14th June 18SSi, 
and Budget, 1884, Park Jkb. -r- . '— • 
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while upon ite eoncluiion the pe<^l« 
ezperienoed an inatant relief in the 
ceesation of those direct payments to 
gOTemment^ which are alwaya felt aa 
most burdensome; and at the same 
time the permanent charges of the state 
were provided for in those indirect du- 
ties whioh, although by far the most 
produetive, are seldom complained of, 
from their being mixed up with the 
price of commodities, and so not per- 
ceived by those who ultimately bear 
their weight Mr Pitt's system of taxa- 
tion, in short, combined the important 
objects of heavy taxation during war, 
instant relief on peace, and a perma- 
nent provision for the lasting expenses 
of the state, in the way least burden- 
some to the people. The influence of 
these admirable principles is to be seen 
in the custom so long adhered to, and 
only departed from amidst the impro- 
vidence of later times, of separatmg, 
in the annual accounts of the nation, 
the war charges from the permanent 
expenses, and providing for the former 
by loans and temporaxy taxes, for the 
most part in the direct form, while the 
latter weremet by lasting imposts, which 
were not to be diminished till the bur^ 
dens to which they were applicable were 
dischai^ged. 

28. Following out these prindplee, 
the income-tax, the assessed taxes, the 
war malt-tax, and in general all the 
war taxes, should have been repealed 
on the conclusion of hostilities, or as 
soon as the floating debt contracted 
during thesr continuance was liqui- 
dated ; but on the other hand, the in- 
direct taxes should have been regarded 
as a sacred fund set apart for the per- 
manent expenses of the nation, the in- 
terest of the debt, and the sinking-fund, 
and none of them repealed, till from the 
growth of a surplus, after meeting those 
necessary charges, it had become appa- 
rent that such relief could be afforded 
without trenching on the financial re- 
sources of the state. That the growth 
of population, and the constant efforts 
of general industry, would progressively 
have enabled government, without in- 
juring these objects, to afford such re- 
lief, at least by the repeal of the most 
burdensome of the indirect taxes, a^ tiie 



salt tax, the soap and candle tax, and 
part of the malt-tax, is evident^ from the 
oonsideratton that the taxes given up 
sinoe the peace amount to £42,000,000, 
whUe £6,000,000 only have been im- 
posed during the same period; and con* 
sequently,after therepeal of tiieinoome* 
tax, niflosf¥¥l taxes, and these oppres- 
sive indirect taxes, an ample fund for 
the maintenanoe of the sinking-fund, 
even at the elevated rate of fifteen mil* 
lions a>year, would have remained* 
Thus Hr Pitt's system involved within 
itself the important and invaluable qua* 
lities of providing amply for the neces* 
sities of the moment, affording instant 
relief on the termination of hostilities^ 
and yet reserving an adequate fund for 
the liquidation of all the national en* 
gagements in as short a time as they 
were contracted.* 

29. If, ind^ed, the nation had been 
positively unable to bear the burden 
of the sinking-fund of fifteen millions 
drawn from the indirect taxes, it might 
have been justly aigued that the evil 
consequences of its abandonment^ how- 
ever much to be deplored, were un- 
avoidable ; and therefore that the pre- 
sent hopeless situation of the debt may 
be the subject of regret, but cannot be 
reproached as a fault to any adminis- 
tration whatever. But unfortunately 
this was by no means the case. To aU 
appearance, the nation has derived no 
material benefit from a great part of 
the taxes thus improvidently aban- 
doned, but has, on the contrary, suf- 
fered in all its present interests, as well 
as its future prospects, from the change. 

* Total taxes repealed since the 

peace, .... £42,116,000 
Might oave been repealed, vis. — 
Property tax and war 

molt, . . 17,547,000 

War duties on goods, 2,164,000 
Annual malt and 

hides, . - . . 2,139,000 
Salt and assessed ' 

taxes, . • . . 4,186,000 
Candles, . . 000,000 

Soap tax, . 800,000 

House tox, . . 1,200,000 

27,026,000 
Iieaving to support 
the sUiking-fund, 14,400,000 

42,116,000 

Besides £6,818,000 of fresh taxes imposed 
during the same period. 



171 



•HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[chap, xix 



In proof of this, it is only necessary to 
recollect, that during the war the na- 
tion not only existed, but throve under 
burdens infinitely greater than have 
been imposed since its termination, abd 
that, too, although the exports and im- 
ports at that period were little more 
than half of wha( they have since be- 
come. During the four last years of 
the war, the sum annually raised by 
taxes was from sixty-five to seventy- 
five millions, while twenty years after 
it was from forty-five to fifty ; although, 
during the first period, the expoiiis 
ranged from forty-five to sixty millions, 
and the imports from twenty-five to 
thirty; while, during the latter, the 
exports had risen to seventy-five mil- 
lions, and the imports to forty-five; 
and in the last year the former had 
swelled to the enormous amount of one 
hundred and five millions, and the latter 
to sixty.* 

30. Without doubt> the prosperity of 
the later years of the war was in a great 
degi'ee fictitious : most certainly it de- 
pended to a certain extent on the fe- 
verish excitement of an extravagant is- 
sue of paper, and was also much to be 
ascribed to a large portion of the capi- 
tal of the nation b«ing at that period 
annually borrowed and spent in an un- 
productive form, to its great present 
benefit and certain ultimate emburass- 
ment. It is equally clear, that if this 
had gone on for some years longer, 
irreparable ruin must have been the 
result. But there is a medium in all 
things. As much as the public ex- 
penditure before 1816 exceeded what a 
healthful state of the body politic could 
bear, so much has the expenditure since 



* 1813, 
1814, 
1815, 
1816, 

1830, 
1831, 
1882, 

1839, 
1837, 
1838, 



that time fallen short of it. Violent 
transitions are as injurious in political 
as in private life. To pass at once from, 
a state of vast and unprecedented ex- 
penditure to one of rigid and jealous 
economy, is in tiie highest degree in- 
jurious to a nation ; it is like reducing a 
patient suddenly from an inflammatory 
diet to the fare of an anchorite. It may 
sometimes be unavoidable, but unques- 
tionably the change would be much les^ 
perilous if graduidly effected. 

31. It was unquestionably rights at 
the conclusion of the war, to have made 
as large a reduction as was consistent 
with the public security in the army 
and navy, and to stop at once Ihe peril- 
ous system of borrowing money. Such 
a reduction at once permitted the re- 
peal of the whole direct war taxes. But 
having done this, the question is, Was 
it expedient to go a step further, and 
make such reductions in the indirect 
taxes, of which no serious complaint 
was made, as amounted to a practical 
repeal of the sinking-fund ? That was 
the ruinous measure. The maintenance 
of that fund at twelve or fifteen mil- 
lions a-year, raised from taxes, with its 
growing increase, would to all appear- 
ance have been a happy medium, which, 
without adding to, but, on the con^ 
trary, in the loQg-run diminishing the 
national burdens, would at the same 
time have prevented that violent tran- 
sition from a state of expenditure to one 
of retrenchment, under the disastrous 
efifects of which, for twenty years after 
the peace, all branches of industiy, 
with only a few intervals, continued to 
labour. Ko one branch of the govern- 
ment expenditure would have gone fur- 



£63,211,000 
70.926,000 
72,210.000 
62,264,000 

65,824,802 

. 64,810,190 

60,990,316 

48.591,180 
47,080,000 
47.978,763 



Ofleial valiM. 

Bzporte. 
OnM Brltala 
and Ireland. 



Offleial raloA. 

Import*. 
Oreat Britain 
and Ireland. 



£38,226,283 £25.^63,411 

Records destroyed by fire. 
62.573.034 33,766.264 

68,624,600 32,987,396 



69,691,302 
71,429,004 
76.071,572 

97.621,649 

85,781,669 

106,170,649 



46,246,241 
49,713,889 
44,686,241 

67.230,968 
64,737,301 
61,268,320 



— Pbbrkb'b IViUet, 169, 341 ; Pobtxr's TiMUy i. 48, and ii. 49 ; Finance Aooounts, 27th 
liarch 1839 ; Pobteb's Fragrtu cfthe JfatUm, ii. 296. 
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iher to uphold, during this tvying time, 
the indnstcy and credit of the eonntrj, 
and diffdae an actiTO demand f<M> labour 
through all daasea, than that which waa 
dcToted to the ainlring-fhnd. Soch a 
land, b^;inning at twelre or fifteen mil* 
liona a-year derived from taxes, and pro- 
gresaively riaing to twenty, thirty, and 
forty miUiona annually, applied to the 
redemption of 8to<^ must have had a 
prodigious eflfed^ both in upholding 
credit and spreading commercial enter- 
prise through the country. It would 
have produced an effect predaely op- 
posite to that which the annual absorp- 
tion of the same sum in loans, during 
the war, occasioned. 

32. The public funds, under the in- 
fluence of the prodigious and growing 
purchases of the commiesioners, must 
have been maintained at a very high 
level ; it is probably not going too far 
to say, tha^ since 1820, they would 
have been constantly kept at from 
ninety to one hundred. The effect of 
such a state of things in vivifying and 
sustaining oommeroal enterprise, and 
counteracting the depression conse- 
quent upon the great diminution of 
tiie government expenditure in other 
departments, must have been immense. 
The money given for the stock pur- 
chased by the commiwdoners would 
have been let loose upon tiie countiy ; 
their operations must have continuaUy 
poured out upon the nation a stream 
of wealth, constantly increasing in 
amount^ which, in the search for pro- 
fitable investment, could not have 
avoided giving a most important sti- 
mulus to every branch of national in- 
dustry. The sinking-fund would have 
operated like a great forcing-pump, 
which drew a large portion of Uie capi- 
tal of the country annually out of its 
unproductive investment in the public 
funds, and directed it to the various 
beneficial channels of private employ- 
ments Doubtless the funds necessary 
for the accomplishment of this great 
work could only have been drawn from 
the nation, as the proceeds of the stock 
purchased by the commissioners, just 
as the produce of the taxes is all ex- 
tracted from the national industry. 
But experience has abundantly proved 



that sodi a forcible directiQii of a con- 
siderable part of the national income 
to such a productive investment^ is 
often more conducive to inunediata 
prosperity, as well as ultimate advan- 
tage, than i^ from an undue regard to 
popular clamour, it is allowed to re- 
main at the disposal of individuals. It 
is like compelling a spendthrift and 
embarrassed landowner, not only to 
provide annually for the interest of his 
debts, but to pay off a stated portion of 
the principal, which, when assigned to 
his creditors, is immediately devoted 
to the fertilising of his fields and the 
draining of his morasses. 

S3. Nor is this alL The high price 
of the funds consequent upon the vast 
and increasing purchases of the com- 
missionerB, would have gone fiur not 
only to keep up that prosperous state 
of credit which is essential to the well- 
being of a commercial country, but 
have induced numbers of private indi- 
viduals to sell out^ in order to realise 
the great addition to their capitals 
which the rise of the public securities 
had occasioned. To assert that this 
forced application yeariy of a consider- 
able portion of the national capital to 
the redemption of the debt, would have 
altogether counteracted the decline in 
the demand for labour consequent on 
the transition from a state of war to 
one of peace, would be going further 
than either reason or experience will 
justify. But this much may confidently 
be asserted, that the general prosperity 
consequent on this state of things 
could not have failed to have rendered 
the taxation requisite to produce it 
comparatively an endurable bmxlen — 
that the nation would, to all appear- 
ance, have been much more prosperous 
than it has been under the opposite 
system, and, at the same time, would 
have obtained the incalculable advan- 
tage of having paid off, during these 
prosperous years, above two-thiixls of 
the national debt This prosperity, 
doubtless, would have been partly 
owing to a forced direction of capital ; 
but^ whatever danger there may be in 
such a state of things while debt is 
annually contracted, Uiere is compara- 
tively little when it is continued only 
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for its discharge — -and when an artificial 
system has contributed to the formation 
of a bnrden, it is well that it should not 
be entirely remoTed till that burden is 
reduced to a reasonable aniount. 

34. Every one, when this vast re- 
duction of indirect taxes was going on, 
to the entire destruction of the sink' 
ing-fundand Mr Pitt's provident system 
of financial policy, looked only, even 
with reference to present advantage, to 
one side of the account. They forgot 
that if the demands of government on 
the industry of the nation were rapidly 
reduced, its demands on government 
must instantly undergo a similar di- 
minution ; that if the exchequer ceased 
to collect seventy millions a-year, it 
must cease also to expend it. Every 
reduction of taxation, even in those 
branches where it waa not complained 
of, was held forth as an alleviation of 
the burdens of the nation, and a reason- 
able ground for popularity to its rulers ; 
whereas, in truth, the relief even at the 
moment was more nominal i^an reaL 
Though a diminution of those burdens 
was effected, it took place frequently 
in quarters where they were impercep- 
tible, and drew after it an instantane- 
ous and most sensible reduction in the 
demand for labour and the employ- 
ment of the industrious classes, at a 
time when such demand could ill be 
spared, from the same effect having si- 
multaneously ensued from othercauses. 
Great part of the distress which has 
been felt by all classes since the peace 
was the result of the general diminu- 
tion of expenditure^ which the too 
rapid reduction of so many indirect 
taxes and consequent abandonment of 
l^e sinking-fund necessarily occasioned, 
and which the maintenance of its ma- 
chinery, till it had fulfilled its destined 
purpose, would to a very great degree 
have alleviated. It augments our re- 
gret^ therefore, at the abandonment of 
Mr Pitt's financial system, that the 
change had not even the excuse of 
present necessity or obvious expedience 
for its recommendation, but was the 
result of undue subservience to par- 
ticular interests, or desire for popular* 
ity on the part of our rulers, unattend- 
ed even by the temponuy advantages 



for the sake of which its incalculable 
ultimate benefits were relinquished. 

85. Lord Castlereagh made a most 
manly endeavour, in 1816, to induce 
the people to submit for a few years to 
that elevated rate of taxation by which 
alone permanent relief from the na- 
tional embarrassments could be ex- 
pected; but he committed a signal 
error in the tax which he selected for 
the struggle, and deviated as much from 
Mr Pitt's principles in the effort to 
maintain that heavy impost, as sub- 
sequent administrations did in their 
abandonment of others of a lighter cha- 
racter. The income-tax, being a direct 
war impost of the most oppressive and 
invidious description, was always in- 
tended by that great statesman to come 
to a close with the termination of hos- 
tilities ; and its weight was so exces- 
sive, that it was impossible and unrea- 
sonable to expect the people to submit 
any longer to its continuance. Nothing 
could be more impolitic, therefore, than 
to commit government to a contest 
with the nation on so untenable a 
ground. It was the subsequent repeal 
of indirect taxes to the amount of 
above thirty millions a-year, when they 
were not complained of, and when the 
fall in the price of the taxed articles, 
tram the change in the value of money, 
had rendered their weight impercep- 
tible, which was the &tal deviation 
from Mr Pitt's principles. 

86. The administrations by whom 
this prodigious repeal was effected are 
not exclusively responsible for the re- 
sult. It is not unlikely that, from the 
growing preponderance of the popular 
branch of the constitution, it had be- 
come impossible to carry on the govern- 
ment without the annual exhibition of 
some such fallacious benefit, to gain 
the applause of the multitude ; and it 
is more than probable that, from the 
excessive influence which in later years 
it acquired, the maintenance of any 
fixed provident system of finance had 
become impossible. But they are to 
blame, and history cannot acquit them 
of the fault, for not having constantly 
and strenuously combated this natural, 
though ruinous, popular weakness ; and 
if they could not prevail on the House 
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of OammoBS to adhere to Mr PfttTs 
finanrial syBtem, tiwy ahoiild at least 
have laid on them the reaponaibflitjof 
an the oonaeqaenoea of Ha abandoo- 
ment. And as the rqpeal of mdireet 
taxes dnring peace waa the fiital emnr, 
so the retam to an income-tax daring 
the bnrdens of the Chines^ and the 
disasters of the A^^ianistaon wara^ in 
1842, was a wise and manly measure^ 
as moch in acooidanoe with the spirit 
of Mr Pitt's finiMsial policj as the 
prerions calamitoas redactions of in- 
direct taxes had been against it. 

It was impoaaable to explain Mr 
Fitfs system for the redaction of the 
debt, without anticipating the coarse 
of erents, and unfolding the roinoas 
resolts which hsTO followed the depar- 
tare from its principles. The psra- 
moont importance of the sabject mast 
plead the author's apology for the ana- 
chronism ; and it remains now to ad- 
Terty with a different measore of en- 
comium, to the funding system on 
which that statesman so largely acted, 
and the general principles on which his 
taxation was founded. 

37. It is evident that, in some cases, 
the funding system, or the plan of pro- 
viding for extraordinary public ex- 
penses by loans, the interest of which 
IB alone laid as a burden on future 
years, is not only just^ but attended 
withyerygreatpublicadvantage. When 
a war is destined apparently to be of 
short endurance, and a great lasting 
advantage may be expected from its 
results, it is often impossible, and if 
possible would be unjust^ to lay its 
expenses exclusively ujMn the years of 
its continuance. In oixiinary contests, 
indeed, it is frequently pi-acticable, and 
when so it is always advisable, to make 
the expenses of the year fall entirely 
upon its income ; so that^ at the con- 
dusion of hostilities, no lasting burden 
may descend upon posterity. But in 
other cases this cannot be done. When, 
in consequence of the fierce attack of a 
desperate and reckless enemy, it has 
become necessary to make extraordi- 
nary efforts, it is often altogether out 
of the question to raise supplies in the 
year adequate to its expenditure ; nor 
is it reasonable, in such cases, to lay 



upon those who^ fer tiie aake of their 
diildren as wdl as themselves, hate 
engaged in the straggles, the idiolo 
charges of a eontest of which the more 
lastiqg benefits are probably to aeeme 
tothoae whoaietosaooeed them, b 
each cases, nece ssity in national not 
leas than individaalfl^ calls for the 
equalisation of the burden ovw aU 
those who are to obtain the benefit ; 
and the obvious mode of effe e Uu g tbw 
is by the funding system, which, pro- 
viding at once by loan the supplies 
necessary for cairying on the contest^ 
lays its interest as a lasting chaige on 
those for whose behoof the debt had 
been contracted, lior ia it possible to 
deny, amidst all the evils whidi the 
abuse of this system has occasioned, its 
aatoniahing effect in suddenly aogmoit- 
ing the resources of a nation ; or to re- 
sist the condosion dedncible from the 
£bu^ that it was to its vigorous and 
happy application, at the close of the 
war, that the extraordinary successes 
by which it waa distingmshed are in a 
great degree to be ascribed.* 

S8. But this system, like everything 
good in human aflfairs, has its limits ; 
and if extraordinary benefits may some- 
times arise from its adoption, extraor- 
dinary evils may still more frequently 
originate in its abuse. Many indi- 
viduals have been elevated, by means 
of loans contributed at a fortunate mo- 
ment, to wealth and greatness; but 
many more have been involved, by the 
fotal command of money which it con- 
fers for a short period, in liTetrievable 
embarrassments. Unless suggested by 
necessity and conducted with prudence 
— ^unless administered with frugality 
and followed by parsimony, borrowing 

* Loans contracted by the British goveni- 
ment in the latter years of the war : — 

1812, £84.000.000 

1818 27.871.000 

1814, 58,768,000 

1815, 1R,500.000 

Of these great loons upwardsof £12,000,000 
was. in 1813. 1814, and 1815, applied annually 
to the subeidialng of foreign powers, in con- 
sequence of which the whole armies of Eu- 
rope came to be arrayed in British pay on the 
iMUiks of the Rhine ; while, at the same time, 
the Duke of Wellington, at the head of 80,000 
men, was maintained on the southern firon* 
tier of France.— H0RSAX7's TdUtt; Pkbbsb» 
246. 
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is to nations, not less than individuals, 
the general road to ruin. It is the 
ease of contracting compared with the 
difficulty of discharging ; the natural 
disposition to get a present command 
of money, and leaving the task of pay- 
ing it off to posterity, which is the 
temptation that» to communities not 
less than single men, so often proves 
irresistible. Opulent nations, whose 
credit is high, become involved in debt 
firom the same cause which has over- 
whelmed almost all the great estates in 
Europe with mortgages. The existence 
of the means of relieving present diffi- 
culties by merely contracting debt, ia 
more than the firmness either of the 
heads of families or the rulers of em- 
pires can resist And there is this 
extraordinaiy and peculiar danger in 
the lavish contraction of debt by govern- 
ment, that, by the great present expen- 
diture with which it is attended, a very 
great impulse is communicated at the 
time to every branch of industry, and 
thus immediate prosperity is generated 
out of the source of ultimate ruin. 

39. Mr Pitt was fully aware both of 
the immediate advantages and of the 
ultimate dangers of the funding system. 
His measures, accordingly, vaiied with 
the aspect which the wai* assumed, and 
the chances of bringing it to an imme- 
diate issue which present appearances 
seemed to affiird. During its earlier 
years, when the Continental campaigns 
were going on, and a rapid termination 
of the strife was constantly expected, 
as was the case with the Spanish revo- 
lution in 1823, or the Polish in 1831, 
large loans were annually contracted, 
and the greater part of the war sup- 
plies of the year were raised by that 
means;* provision being made for the 
permanent raising of the interest, and 
of the sinking-fund for the extinction 
of these loans, in the indirect taxes 
which were simultaneously laid on, 
and to the maintenance of which the 
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national faith was pledged, till the 
whole debt thus contracted, principal 
and interest, was discharged. It is no 
impeachment of the wisdom of this 
system, so far as finance goes, that the 
expectations of a speedy termination of 
the contest were constantly disappoint- 
ed, and that debt to the amount of a 
hundred and sixteen million pounds 
was contracted before the Continental 
peace of Campo Formic in 1797, with- 
out any other result than a constant 
addition to the power of Franoe. The 
question is not» whether the resources 
obtained from these loans were benefi- 
cially expended, but whether the debts 
were contracted yearly under a belief, 
founded on rational grounds, that by 
a vigorous prosecution of the contest 
it might speedily be brought to a suc- 
cessful issue ? That this view, so far 
as mere finance considerations are con* 
cemed, was well founded, is obvious 
from the narrow escapes which the 
French Republic repeatedly made dur- 
ing that period, and the many occa- 
sions on which the jealousies of the 
Allies, or the niggardly exertion of its 
military resomxes by Great Britain, let 
slip the means of triumph when with- 
in their grasp. 

40. The financial measures of the 
British minister, therefore, during this 
period, were justifiable and prudent : 
the real error consisted in the misap- 
plication or undue husbanding of the 
land forces of the countiy, for which 
it is not so easy to find an apology. 
But after the peace of Campo Formio, 
in 1797, this system of lavish annual 
borrowing, in expectation of an imme- 
diate and decisive result, necessarily 
required a modification. Great Britain 
was then left alone in the struggle. 
Her Continental allies had all disap- 
peared from the field of battle; and 
the utmost that she could now expect 
was, to continue a defensive wariare 
till time or a different series of events 
had again brought their vast armies 
to her side. To have continued the 
system of borrowing for the war ex- 
penses of the year, in such a state of 
the contest) would have been to go on 
with measures which were likely to 
lead to perdition. The war having 
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now asBomed adefensiTe and 
complexion, the moment had anired 
when it became ne ccona iy to bring the 
taxes within the year nearer to a lerel 
with the expenditure. Thia change^ 
and the reasons for ii, are thns detail- 
ed in Mr Pittas speech on the budget 
for the year 1798 :— 

41. ** Nineteen millions is the snm 
which is required for extraordinary 
expenses in the present year. Accord- 
ing to the reoeived system of financaal 
operations^ the natiural and ordinaiy 
mode of providing for this would be 
by a loan. I admit that the f onding 
system, which has so long been the 
established mode of supplying the 
public wants, is not yet ochausted, 
though I cannot but regret the extent 
to which it has been carried. If we 
look, however, at the general diffusion 
of wealth, and the great accumulation 
of capital ; above all, if we consider the 
hopes which the enemy has of wearing 
US out by the embarnssments of the 
funding system, we must admit that 
the true mode of preparing ourselves 
to maintain the contest with effect and 
-ultimate success, is t(/ reduce the ad- 
vantages which the funding system is 
calculated to afford within due limits, 
and to prevent the depreciation of our 
national securities. We ought to con- 
sider how for the efforts we shall exert 
to preserve the blessings we enjoy, will 
enable us to transmit the inheritance 
to posterity unencumbered with those 
burdens which would cripple their vig- 
our, and prevent them fix>m asserting 
that rank in the scale of nations which 
their ancestors so long and gloriously 
maintained. It is in this point of 
view that the subject ought to be con- 
sidered. Whatever objections might 
have been fairly urged against the 
funding system in its origin, no man 
can suppose that, after the form and 
shape which it has given to our finan- 
cial affairs, after the heavy burdens 
which it has left behind it^ we can 
now recur to the notion of making the 
supplies raised within the year, on 
such a scale of war expense as we are 
now placed in, equal the expenditure. 
If such a plan, how desirable soever, 
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is evidently imprscticable, some me- 
dium, however, may be found to draw 
as much advantage from the funding 
system as it is fity consistently with a 
due regard to posterity, to afford, and 
at the same time to obviate the evils 
with which its excess would be attend- 
ed. We may still devise some expe- 
dient by which we may contribute to 
the defence of our own cause, and to 
the supply of our own exigencies; by 
which we may reduce withm equitable 
limits the accommodation of the fund- 
ing system, and lay the foundation of 
that quick redemption which will pre- 
vent tiie dangerous consequences of an 
overgrown accumulation of our public 
debt 

42. " To guard against-the undue ac- 
cumulation of the public debt^ and to 
contribute that share to the struggle 
in which we are engaged which our 
abilites wiU enable us, without incon- 
venience to those who are called upon 
to contribute, to afford, appears essen- 
tially necessary. I propose, with this 
view, to reduce the loan for this year 
(1798) to twelve millions, and to raise 
seven millions by additional taxation 
within the year. I am aware that this 
sum does far exceed anything which 
has been raised at any former period 
at one time ; but I trust that^ what- 
ever temporary sacrifices it may be 
necessary to make, the House will see 
that they will best provide for the ulti- 
mate success of the struggle, by show- 
ing that they are determined to be 
guided by no personal considerations ; 
and that, while they defend the pre- 
sent blessings they enjoy, they are not 
regardless of posterity. If the sacri- 
fices required be considered in this view 
— if they be taken in reference to the 
objects for which we contend, and the 
evils we are labouring to avert — great 
as they may be compared with former 
exertions, mey will appear light in the 
balance. The objects to be attained 
in the selection of the tax to meet this 
great increase are thi'eefold. One great 
point is, that the plan should be dif- 
fused as extensively as possible, with- 
out the necessity of such an investiga- 
tion of property as the customs, Uxe 
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mannen, and the pnnuits of the people 
would render odious. The next is, 
that it should exclude those who are 
least able to contribute or furnish 
means of relie£ The third, that it 
should admit of those abatements, 
which, in particular instances, it might 
be prudent to make in the proportion 
of those who might be liable under its 
general principles. No scheme, in- 
deed, can be practically carried into 
execution in any financial arrangement, 
much more in one embraced in such 
difficult circumstances as the present, 
with such perfect dispositions aa to 
guard against hardship in every indi- 
yidual instance; but these appear to 
me to be the principles which should 
be kept in ytew in the discussion of 
the proper method to be adopted for 
meeting the laige deficiency which, 
from the contraction of the loan, it will 
become necessary to make good by 
taxation within iJie present year." 

43. In pursuaaoe of these admirable 
principles, Mr Pitt proposed to treble the 
assessed taxes, which fellchiefly on the 
rich, such as servants, horses, car- 
riages; and that the house and win- 
dow taxes, which in a great measure 
are borne by the middle ranks, should 
only be doubled; both undervarious re- 
strictions, to restrain their severity in 
affecting the humbler class of citizens. 
This was agreed to by the committee of 
the House of Commons ; and thus the 
first step was made in tiie new system 
of contracting the loan within narrower 
limits, and making the supplies raised 
within the year more nearly approach 
to its expenditure. But the produce 
of the tax fell greatly short of the ex- 
pectations of government, as they had 
calculated on its reaching seven mil- 
lions, whereas it never exceeded four 
millions and a half — a deficiency 
which demonstrated that the limits of 
indirect taxation on these objects had 
been passed, and rendered a recurrence 
to borrowing necessary in that vexy 
year. The trebled assessed taxes thus 
imposed, however, were, according to 
Mr Pitt's plan, to be continued only 
for a limited time, and kept up only as 
a war burden. 

44. " I propose," said he, " that the 



increased assessment now voted shall be 
continued till the principal and inter- 
est of the loan contracted this year shall 
be discharged : so that after the seven 
millions shall have been raised within 
this year, the same sums continued 
next year, with the additional aid of the 
sinking-fund, will pay off aU that princi- 
pal and intermediate interest. If you 
feel yourselves equal to this exertion, its 
effects will not be confined to the bene- 
fits I have stated in the way of general 
policy; it will go to the exoneration 
of the nation from increased burdens. 
Unless you feel that you have a right to 
expect that, by less exertion, you will 
be equally secure, and indulge in the 
hope that, by stopping short of this 
effort, you will produce a successful 
termination of the war, you must put 
aside all apprehensions of the present 
pressure, and, by vigorous exertion, en- 
deavour to secure your future stabi- 
lity; the happy effects of which will 
soon be seen and acknowledged. I am 
aware it will be said that it would have 
been fortunate if the system of fundimg 
had never been introduced, and that it 
is mueh to be lamented that it is not 
terminated; but if we are arrived at 
a moment which requires a change of 
system, it is some encouragement for 
us to look forward to benefits which, 
on all former occasions, have been un- 
known, because the means of obtaining 
them were neglected. Raise the present 
sum by taxation in two years, and you 
and your posterity are completely ex- 
onerated from it ; but if, on the other 
hand, you fund its amount^ it will en- 
tail an annual tribute for its interest^ 
which, in forty years, will amount to 
no less than forty millions. These are 
the principles, this is the conduct, this 
is the language, fit for men legislating 
for a ooimtry that^ from its situation, 
character, and institutions, bears the 
fidrest chance of any in Europe for 
perpetuity. Tou should look to dis- 
tant benefits, and not work in the 
narrow circumscribed sphere of short- 
sighted selfish politicians. Tou should 
put to yourselves this question, the 
only one now to be considered, * Shall 
we sacrifice, or shall we save to our pos- 
terity, a sum of between forty and fifty 
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millioiia sterliiigf And above aD, yoa 
should oonaider the efifoei whid& radi 
a firm and dignified conduct nonld 
haye on the pro grem and tennination 
of the preeent contest^ whidi may, 
'without exaggeration, inTotre efwj- 
thing dear to younelTee, and decide 
the &te of your posterity." 

45. Here was a great change of sjb- 
tem^ and a remarkable approximation 
to a more statesmanlike and manly 
mode of raising the supplies required 
for the existing contest Instead of pro- 
viding taxes adequate to the intoest 
merely of the sums bonrowed, direct 
burdens were now to be imposed, which 
in two or three years would discharge 
the whole principal sums themaelveB. 
An admirable plui and the nearest ap* 
proximation which was probably then 
practicable to the only safe system of 
finance — that of mating the suppUes 
raised within the year equal, or nearly 
equal, to the expenditure. It was soon, 
however, departed from amidst the ne- 
oessities or profusion of future years ; 
and from the heavy burdens wMch it 
imposes at the moment^ and its with- 
drawing as much capital from the pri- 
vate employment of labour as it adds 
to the pabUc, it was necessarily at- 
tended both with greatly more present 
sufiTering, and far less counteracting 
prosperii^, than the more encouraging 
and delusive system of providing for 
all emergencies by lavish borrowing, 
which had previously, and for so long 
a period, been adopted. 

46. The new system, thus com- 
menced, was continued with more or 
leas resolution during all the remain- 
der of Mr Pitt's administration. But, 
in spite of the dear perception which 
all statesmen had now attained of the 
ultimate dangers of the funding sys- 
tem, it was found to be impossible to 
continue the new plan to the full extent 
originally contemplated by its author. 
In the next year, the war again broke 
out under circumstances the meet fa- 
vourable to the European powers, and 
sound policy forbade a niggardly sys- 
tem of finance, when, by a great com- 
bined efibrty it app^tred possible to 
obtain, during the absence of Napoleon 
on the sands of £gypt» all the objects 



of the war in a nns^e campaign. Im< 
pres sed with these coosiderationB, Mr 
Pitt pr o poaed the income-tax in 1799 ; 
a great step in finanmal improvement^ 
aiMl, if oonsid«redaa a war impost^ and 
regulated aoooiding to a just scale^ the 
most productive, ttod, lor such drcum- 
stances, the most expedient^ thai could 
be adopted. The grounds on whic^ 
this addition to the national burdens 
was propoaed, were thus stated by Mr 
Pitt:— 

47. " The principles of finance which 
the House adopted last year, were, first, 
to reduce the total amount to be at 
present raised by loan ; and next^ to 
provide for the defidency by a tem- 
porary tax, which should extinguish 
the loan within a limited time. The 
modifications^ however, which it be- 
came necessary to introduce into the 
increase of the assessed taxes last year, 
considerably reduced its amount; and 
it is now necessary to look for some 
more general and productive impost^ 
which may enable us to continue the 
same system of restraining the annual 
loan within reasonable limits. With 
this view, it is my intention that the 
presumption on which the assessed 
taxes is '.founded shall be laid aside, 
and that a general tax shall be im- 
posed on all the leading branches of 
income. No scale, indeed, can be adopt- 
ed which shall not be attended with 
occasional hardship, or withdraw from 
the firaudulent the means of evasion : 
but I trust that all who value the 
national safety, will co-operate in the 
desirable purpose of obtaining, by an 
effident and comprehensive tax upon 
real ability, every advantage which 
flourishing and invigorated resources 
can confer upon national efforts." In 
pursuance of these prindples, he pro- 
posed that no income under £60 a-year 
should pay anything : that, from that 
up to £200 a-year, it should be on a 
graduated scale; and that for £200 
a-year and upwards, it should be ten 
per cent No one was to be called 
on to make disdosure to the commis- 
sioners ; but if he dedined, he was to 
be liable to be assessed at the sum 
which tiiey should fix : if he gave in 
a statement of his reodpts, he was. 
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if required, to confirm it on oath. 
Funded property was to be assessed 
as well as other sources of income, and 
the profits of tenants were to be esti- 
mated at three-fourths of the rack-rent 
of their lands. The total taxable in- 
come of Qreat Britain he estimated at 
£102,000,000 a*year, and calculated the 
produce of the tax at ten millions 
sterling. In consideration of this great 
supply, he proposed to reduce the 
trebled assessed taxes to their former 
level, and to restrict the loan to 
£9,500,000, for which the income-tax 
was to be mortgaged, after the mort- 
gage imposed for &e loan of the for- 
mer year had been dischaiged. 

48. In opposition to this bill, it was 
argued by Sir William Pulteney and a 
considerable body of respectable mem- 
bers, " That ike general and wise po- 
licy of the countiy, from the Bevolu- 
tion downwards, had been to lay taxes 
on consumption, and consumption 
only ; and to this there was no excep- 
tion but the land-tax, which was of 
inconsiderable amount ; for even the 
window-tax was a burden on a luxury 
which might be diminished at pleasura 
Now, however, the dangerous prece- 
dent is introduced of levying a heavy 
impost, not on expenditure or con- 
sumption, but on income : that is, of 
imposing a burden which, by no pos- 
sibility, can be avoided. If this prin- 
ciple be once introduced, it is impos- 
sible to say where the evil may stop ; 
for what is to hinder the government 
to increase the tax to a fi&, a third, 
or even a half : that is, to introduce the 
confiscations which have always distin- 
guished arbitrary governments, and 
have been in an especial manner the 
disgrace of the French Bevolution? 
The great danger of this tax, therefore, 
is, that it not only sanctions a most 
odious and dangerous inquisition into 
every man's affairs, but it is so calcu- 
lated as to weigh with excessive seve- 
rity on the middle orders of society, 
while it would bear but slightly in 
comparison upon the highest, and to- 
tally exempt tiie lowest It would de- 
stroy the middle dass, and do it soon : 
it would totally prevent the accumu- 
lation of small capitals, the great 



source of general prosperity ; and then 
we should have only two dasses in the 
community — and a miserable com- 
munity it would be— of noblemen and 
peasants. The principle that every 
man should contribute according to 
his means, is doubtless just : but is 
this a contribution accordmg to means ? 
Quite the contrary — ^it is a tax which 
falls with undue severity upon some 
dasses, and improper lightness on 
others. A person possessing perma- 
nent and independent income may 
spend what portion of it he chooses, 
without injmy to his heirs: but in- 
come resulting from personal industry, 
or frt>m profession, stands in a very 
different situation ; for it is necessary 
that a part of the income of these de- 
scriptions should be laid by as a pro- 
vision for old age or hdpless families. 
Expenditure, tiierefore, is the only 
sure criterion of taxation, because it 
alone is accommodated to the circum- 
stances or necessities of each individual 
taxed : and if a few misers, under such 
a system, may avoid contributing their 
proper share, they are only postponing 
the day of payment to their heirs, who, 
in all probability, will be the more 
extravagant : and far better that such 
insulated individuals should escape, 
than the far-spread injustice be inflict- 
ed, which would result from the adop- 
tion of the proposed alteration." 

49. The income-tax, notwithstand- 
ing these objections, was adopted by 
the House of Commons in the year 
1799 ; the loan of that year being, for 
Great Britain and Ireland, £18,500,000, 
besides £8,000,000 of exchequer bills. 
But in comparing the amount of the 
loans which would have been neces- 
sary, if this system of increasing the 
supplies raised within the year h^l not 
been adopted, with that actually con- 
tracted under the new system, it was 
satisfactorily shown by Mr Pitt that 
no less than £120,000,000 would ulti- 
matdy be saved to the nation by the 
more manly policy, when the interest 
which was avoided was taken into ac- 
count — astrikingproof ofthe extraordi- 
nary difference to theultimate resources 
of a country, which arises from rais- 
ing the Bupj^es within the year, and 
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proTidmg them in great part by the 
landmg syBtem. ^Die system of Mr 
Fitt> however, in regard to these di- 
rect taxes, was, in one important per- 
tienlar, a deviation from his general 
fi¥ift«ftiWi policy ; and the embazraasing 
consequenoes of this deviation speedily 
became oonspicaooa. At the first im- 
position of the treble assessment it was 
intended as an exiraon l inaiy resonroe, 
which there was no likelihood would be 
required beyond one or two years ; and, 
in consequence^ it was mortgaged for 
a eonsiderable propcartion of the loans 
oontracted in tiie years when it was 
in operation ; and the same principle 
was oontinned when it was commuted 
for the income-tax. But when this 
system continued for several years in 
succession, it came to violate Uie prin- 
ciple that these direct taxes being a 
burdensome impost^ should be con- 
tinued only while the war lasted ; for 
in the years £rom 1798 to 1801, the 
amount thus fixed as a preferable bur- 
den on the direct war taxes was no 
less than fifty-six millions. 

50. The magnitude of this mortgage 
obliged Mr Pitt> in 1801, to return to 
his old mode of contracting loans, by 
providing, in the increase of indirect 
taxes, for their interest and the smk- 
ing-fund required for their redemp- 
tion ; and, in 1802, when Mr Adding- 
ton came to arrange the finances for 
a peace establishment, he got quit alto- 
gether of this embarrassixig load on the 
direct taxes, which would have requir- 
ed them, contrary to all principle, to 
be continued for nine years after the 
war had ceased, and boldly funded at 
once the whole of this £56,000,000, as 
well as £40,000,000 of unfunded debt 
which existed at the end of the war. 
For the whole of this immense sum of 
£96,000,000 he contrived to find suffi- 
cient taxes, even when adhering to Mr 
Pitt's system of making provision in 
the funding of loans, not only for its 
annual interest^ but for the sinking 
fimd destined for its redemption. 
There can be no doubt that this was a 
very great improvement^. and that it 
restored this branch of our finances to 
their true principle — which is, that 
the whole sums required for the in- 



tetest and redemptian of the debt 
shonUL be raised by indirect taxes, and 
that direct burdens should be reserved 
only for the extraordinary eflTorts made 
during the oontinuanoe of the war — 
to make the supplies raised within the 
year as nearly as possibla equal its 
expenditanL 

51. The changes which have now 
been mentioned embraced all the lead- 
ing principles of Mr Pittas financial 
system, hi subsequent years the same 
policy was adopted which had been in- 
troduced with so much success in later 
times^ of augmenting as much as pos- 
sible the suppUes raised within the 
year, and diminishing as much as 
mig^t be the loan which it was still 
necessary annually to contract And 
of the success wiui which this system 
was attended, and the rapid growth 
of the machinery erected for &e ex- 
tinction of the debt^ the best evidence 
is preserved in the honest testimony 
of his Whig succ e s s or in the impor- 
tant office of chancellor of the ex- 
chequer : — <' In the year 1803," said 
Lord Hemy Petty, afterwards Lord 
Lansdowne^ "the proportion of the 
sinking-fund to the umedeemed debt 
was as one to eighty-two ; the for- 
mer being £5,885,000, and the latter 
£480,572,000. But in the year ending 
1st February 1806, the sinking-fund 
amounted to £7,566,000, and the tmre- 
deemed debt vras then £517,280,000 ; 
making the proportion one in sixty- 
eighth After thiS) it is unnecessary for 
me to enter into any eulogium on the 
sinking-fund, or to detain the House 
"vrith any pan^jric on its past effects 
or future prospects. Its advantages 
are now fully fdit in the price of stock 
and contracting of loans ; and indepen- 
dent of all considerations of good faitii, 
which would induce the House to ding 
to it as their sheet-anchor for the fu- 
ture, they were called to support it, 
from having had positive experience 
of its utility. And of the vast im- 
portance of raising a great part of the 
supplies within the yeai*, no better 
proof can be desired than is furnished 
by the fact that> during the first ten 
years of the war, the increase of the 
debt was £258,000,000— being at the 
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rate, on an averag<e, of twenty-fiye mil* 
lions a-year : whereas^ during the three 
yeaiB of the present war, from 1803 
dovmwardsy tiie total sum borrowed 
has been ;e86,000,000, being at the rate 
of twelve millions a<year only." 

52. With the exception, however, of 
the war taxes thus imposed for a spe- 
oial purpose, and which were pledged 
to be temporaiy burdens, enduring only 
for the year in which they were raised^ 
or at most for a year or two after it> 
all the other taxes imposed by Mr Pitt 
were in the indirect form. And in par- 
ticular, the interest of the loans an- 
nually contracted, when -laid as a per- 
manent burden on the nation, and the 
amounts requisite for the immediate 
redemption of the principals of which 
the war taxes were not mortgaged, as 
was done in 1799, were all provided for 
in this mitigated form. The wisdom 
of this arrangement cannot be better 
stated than in thewordsof Mr Hume : — 
*' The best taxes are such as are levied 
upon consumption, especially those of 
luxury, because such taxes are least 
felt by the people. They seem in some 
measure voluntary, since a man may 
choose how far he will use the com- 
modity which is taxed. They are paid 
gradually and insensibly; they natu- 
rally produce sobriety and frugality, if 
judiciously imposed; and being con- 
founded with the natural price of the 
commodity, they are scarcely perceived 
by the consumers. Their only disad- 
vantage is, that they are expensive in 
the levying. Taxes, again, upon pos- 
sessions are levied without expense, but 
have every other disadvaii^tage. Most 
statesmen are obliged to have recourse, 
however, to them, in order to supply 
the deficiencies of the others. Histo- 
rians inform us that one of the chief 
causes of the destruction of the Roman 
state was the alterations which Con- 
stantine introduced into the finances, 
by substituting a univereal direct tax 
in Ueu of ahmosi aU ike tUheSf eustomB^ 
and excise which formerly composed the 
revenues of the en^re. The people in 
all the provinces were so grinded by 
this imposition, that they were glad to 
take refuge under the conquering arms 
of the barbarians, whose dominion, as 



they had fewer necessities and less art, 
was found to be preferable to the re- 
fined tjrranny of tiie Romans." It is 
to be regarded, therefore, as a capital 
excellence in Mr Pitf s financial mea- 
sures, that he not only provided, in 
permanent imposts, for the interest of 
the whole public debt and the sinking- 
fund necessary for its redemption, but 
made that provision exclusively in taxes 
in the indirect form, the burden of 
which is imperceptible, and is never 
the subject of any general complaint ; 
whereas the direct taxes, which are al- 
ways felt as so oppressive, were re- 
served, as a last resource, for the im- 
avoidable exigencies of war, and spe- 
cially restricted to those yean only 
duiing which the excitement andnece%- 
sities of the actual contest were ex- 
perienced. 

53. In addition to these forcible rea- 
sons for always, except in cases of ob- 
vious necessity, and when national r»> 
sources are exhausted, preferring indi- 
rect to direct taxation, tiiere is another 
of perhaps still greater importance 
which has never yet met with the at- 
tention it deserves. It has often been 
observed with surprise by travellers^ 
that though the sums which are ex- 
tracted from the people in a direct form 
by the Turkish Pashas or the Indian 
Rajahs, have frequently the effect of 
totally ruining industry, yet they are 
inconsiderable when compared to the 
immense revenue derived from the cus- 
toms and excise in the European states, 
without any sensible impediment to its 
exertions. The reason, though not 
apparent at first sights when stated, 
appears entirely satisfiictory. It con- 
sists in a difference to the resources of 
the state similar to that experienced 
in agriculture upon the meadows be* 
neatibi, between cbawing off water from 
the fountain-head and drawing it off at 
a vast distance below, after it has ferr 
tilised numerous plains in its course. 
If you abstract money in a direct form 
from the cultivator or the artisan, the 
revenue taken goes at once from the 
producer to .the public treasury; but 
if you withdraw it fxora the person who 
ultimately sells the manufactured ar- 
ticle to the consumer, it has, hrfore it is 
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wUhdraiumj put the induatiy of a dosen 
different clasBes of penonB in motion. 
The sum reoeived by the government 
may be the same in both oases; but 
how immense the difforenoe between 
the effect upon general industry when 
it is seised upon by the tax-oollector 
early in its course^ and only withdrawn 
after it has given all the encourage- 
ment to different branches of employ* 
ment it is capable of effsoting ! Fifty 
different individuals are often put to 
their shifts to meet the burden of an in* 
direct tax, and, by their united efforts 
and increased economy in production, 
dischaige it without difficulty; a direct 
one fialls in undivided severity on one 
alone, and if he attempts to throw it 
upon anoUier, he is immediately met 
by a diminished sale for his produoei 
So important is this distinction, that it 
may safely be affirmed that no nation 
ever yet was ruined by indirect taxa- 
tion; nor can it be so, for before it be- 
comes oppressive, it must cease to be 
productive. Many, however, have been 
exterminated by much smaller sums 
levied in the direct form ; that method 
of raising the supplies being attended 
with this most dangerous quality, that 
it is often most productive when it is 
trenching most deeply on the sources 
of future subsistence. 

54. Nor is there any foundation for 
the obvious reply to this argument^ 
based on the observation, that if the 
productions of industry are taxed in 
the -person of the consumer, he must 
diminiali the quantity whidi he can 
purchase, and thus industry will be as 
effectually paralysed as if the impost 
were laid directly upon the producer. 
Plausible as this argument undoubt- 
edly is, the common sense and expe- 
rience of mankind have everywhere 
rejected its authority. No complaint 
was made during the war of fifty-five 
millions levied annually, by means of 
indirect taxes, on the people of Qreat 
Britain ; but so burdensome was the 
income-tax, producing only fourteen 
millions a-year, felt to be, that all the 
efforts of government could not keep it 
on for one year after its termination. 
When the voice of the people was di- 
rectly admitted, through the portals 



opened by the Beform BSl, upon the 
legislature, it was not the forty-two 
mi&lions levied annually in the indirect 
form, but the four millions and a half 
extracted directly by the assessed taxes, 
which were made the subject of such 
loud complaint, that a great reduction 
in those burdens became indispensable. 
The people, however unfit to judge of 
most matters in legislation, may be re- 
ferred to as good authority in the esti- 
mation of the burdens which are felt 
as most oppressive by them at the 
momentk 

65, Nor is it difficult to perceive the 
reason of this universal opinion among 
all practical men, how adverse soever 
it may be to the theoretical opinions 
of philosophers. Indirect taxes, if ju- 
diciously laid on, and not carried to 
such an excess as to render them un* 
productive, often do not in reality fall 
on any one individual with overwhelm- 
ing severity; they are defirayed by the 
economy, skill, or improved machinery 
of all the many persons who are em- 
ployed in the manufacture of the taxed 
artide. The burden is so divided as to 
be imperceptible. Portioned out among 
fifteen or twenty different hands, the 
share &lling on each is easily compen- 
sated. A slight increase in the economy 
of the manufacturer, a trifling improve- 
ment in the machinery for production 
of the article taxed, in the many hands 
engaged in its preparation, more than 
extinguishes the burden. The proof of 
this is decisive: ^e manufactures of 
England not only existed, but pros* 
perad immensely, under the combined 
pressure of the heavy indirect taxation 
and the enormous rise of prices occa- 
sioned by the suspension of cash pay- 
ments during the war : many of them, 
though the value of money had fallen 
to a half during that period, were sold 
athalf the price at its termination which 
they brought at its commencement. Of 
all the parts of "Mr Pitt's financial sys- 
tem, none was more worthy of admi- 
ration than that which provided for all 
the permanent expenses of the nation 
by we indirect taxes ; of all the errors 
committed by his successors, none has 
been more prejudicial than the obsti- 
nate retention during peace of direct, 
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and the layish relinquishment of indi- 
rect taxes. 

56. It resolts 'fh)m these principles, 
that when an indirect tax is very heavy, 
and laid on a raw material, or one sub- 
jected to but a slight manufacturing 
process, it is frequently impossible for 
the producer either to compensate the 
tax by increased skill or economy of 
the article, or to lay it upon the con- 
sumer. In such cases the tax ceases to 
be an indirect impost on consumption; 
it becomes a direct burden on produc- 
tion, and, if unduly heavy, may termi- 
nate in the total ruin of the class on 
whom it was imposed. A signal in- 
stance of this occurred in Great Britain 
in regard to the heavy import duties on 
sugar. The burden formerly of thirty 
shillings, then of twenty-seven shillings, 
and afterwards of twenty-four shillings 
the hundredweight on West India sugar, 
was little felt during the war, when Uiat 
article sold for forty or forty-five pounds 
the hogshead (from £6 to £6, 10s. the 
cwl) : but when, on the return of peace, 
prices fell to twelve or fifteen pounds 
the hogshead (from 50s. to 60s. the cwt), 
including duty, it became intolerably 
severe. It then became nearly a hun- 
dred per cent on the rude material — 
the same as if a duty of fifty shillings 
a quarter had been laid on wheat raised 
in England for the home consumption. 
Nor had either the planter or the re- 
finer the means of eluding this tax to 
any considerable degree, by either rais- 
ing the price of the article to the con- 
sumer, or diminishing by economy or 
machinery the cost of its production. 
The cost of raising rude agricultural 
produce can hardly ever be diminished 
to any considerable extent by the appli- 
cation of machinery; and the stoppage 
of the slave trade necessarily, in the first 
instance at leasts increased the cost of 
production, while the only way in which 
it seemed possible to render the burden 
tolerable was by augmenting the quan- 
tity raised, which necessarily depressed 
to an undue extent the price which it 
bore in the market. Being unable to 
diminish the cost of production from 
these causes, all the efforts of the plan- 
ters to make head against their difficul- 
ties, and defray the interest of their 



mortgages, by raising more extensive 
crops of sugar, only tended to lower 
prices, and throw the taxes as an ex- 
clusive burden on themselves. The 
proof of this is decisive ; the price of 
sugar in America is generally higher 
than in England, if tiie duly be dcr 
ducted, sometimes by fully a third. In 
1831, the price per htmdredweight was, 
in Great Britain, twenty-three shillings 
and eightpence, excluding duty; while 
in America it was thirty-six shillings 
per hundredweight in the same year. 
Taking into view the greater expense 
of freight to Britain than to America 
from tiiese islands, there can be no 
doubt that almost the whole tax has 
been paid in many years by the pro- 
ducers, amounting though it now does 
to a hundred per cent. Nothing more 
is requisite to explain the almost total 
ruin which had fallen on these splendid 
colonies, even before the last fatal mea- 
sure of emancipating the slaves was car- 
ried into effect. 

57. In all fiscal measures on this 
subject, there is one principle to be 
constantly kept in view, to the neglect 
or oversight of which, more than any- 
thing else, the ruin of the West Indies 
is to be ascribed. This is, that while 
many branches of manufacturing in- 
dustry possess the means, by improve- 
ments in machinery or the division of 
labour, of compensating very heavy 
fiscal burdens, ^ raisers of rude pro- 
duce can hardly e«er do the same; so 
that, imless they can succeed in laying 
the tax upon the consumer, which is 
very often altogether beyond their 
power, they are forced to pay it entire- 
ly themselves, and it becomes a ruin- 
ous direct burden on industry. No 
doubt can exist on this head, when it 
is recollected not merely how slight 
is the improvement which agriculture 
has ever received from the aid of ma- 
chinery, but that, while in the most 
highly civilised states, such as Eng- 
land, the cost of raising manufactures 
is always, notwithstan&ig heavy taxes 
and a plentiful currency, less than in 
ruder states, that of producing agricul- 
tural produce is always much greater. 
Great Britain can undersell the world 
in manufactures, but her farmers would 
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be ruined withoat a corn-law — a fact 
strikingly illustratiTe of this vital dis- 
tinction, and pointing to a very diffe- 
rent rate of indirect taxation when 
aj^Ued to rude produce and manufac- 
tured articles, which has never yet 
met with adequate attention. 

58. Such were the general features 
of Mr Pitfs financial policy. Decried 
by the spirit of party during his own 
lifetime, and that of the generation 
which immediately followed; stigma- 
tised by the age which found itself 
oppressed by the weight of the bur- 
dens he had imposed, and which had 
foigotten the evils he had averted ; ob- 
literated almost, amidst the temporary 
expediente and conceding weakness of 
the governments by which he was suc- 
ceeded, it is yet calculated te stand the 
test of ages, and appears now in im- 
perishable lustre from the bitter and 
experienced, though now irrevocable 
consequences of ite abandonment. 
Grandeur of conception, durability of 
design, far-seeing sagacity, were ite 
great characteristics. It was truly con- 
ceived in a heroic spirit. Burdening, 
perhaps oppressing, the present gene- 
ration, it was calculated for the relief 
of future ages ; inflicting on ite authors 
a load of present odium, it was fitted 
to secure the blessings of posterity 
when they were mouldering in their 
graves. Founded on that sacrifice of 
the present te the future which is at 
once the greatest violence te ordinary 
inclinations, the invariable mark of 
elevated understendings, and the ne- 
cessary antecedent of great achieve- 
ments, it required for ite successful 
development, patience, self-denial, and 
magnanimity in subsequent stetesmen 
equal to his own. It fell, because such 
virtues could not be found in the age 
by which he was succeeded. It was 
abandoned, because the Revolution of 
1832 placed a single class of society, 
that of the monied men and traders, 
in the chief possession of political 
power. In contemplating his pix>- 
found plans for the ultimate and 
speedy liberation of England, even 
from the enormous burdens entailed 
on ite finances by the Revolutionary 
war, we feel that we are conversing 



with one who lived for distent ages, 
and who volunterily underwent, not 
the fatigues which are foi^tten in 
the glory of the conqueror, but the 
obloquy consequent on the firmness of 
the stetesman, in the prosecution of 
what he felt te be for the ultimate 
good of the nation. In comparing his 
durable designs with the temporary 
expediente of the stetesmen who pre- 
ceded and followed him, we experience 
the same painful transition as in pass- 
ing from the contemplation of the 
stetely monumente of ancient Egypt, 
wrought in granite, and constructed 
for eternal duration, to that of the 
gaudy but ephemeral palaces of the 
Arabs who dwell amidst their ruins, 
and whose brilliancy cannot conceal 
the perishable nature of the materials 
of which they are composed. 

59. While doing justice, however, to 
the great qualities of this illustrious 
financier, it is indispensable that we 
should not draw a veil over his faulte ; 
and the application of his own prin- 
ciples to the measures which he some- 
times adopted will best explain the 
particulars in which he was led astray. 
1. The first great defect which history 
must impute to the financial measures 
of Mr Pitt^ is having carried too far, 
and continued too long, the funding 
system, and not earlier adopted that 
more manly policy of raising as large 
a portion as possible of the supplies 
within the year, the benefite of which 
he himself afterwards so fully explain- 
ed. During the years 1793 and 1794, 
indeed, when formidable armies men- 
aced France on every side, and the iron 
barrier of the Netherlands was broken 
through to an extent never achieved 
by Marlboi*ough or Eugene, a speedy 
termination of the war might reason- 
ably be expected, and it was just, 
therefore, to lay the vast expenses of 
those years in a great degree on the 
shoulders of posterity. But after that 
crisis was past — after Flanders and 
Holland had yielded to the victorious 
arms of Pichegru — after Spain and 
Prussia had retired from the struggle, 
and when the Republic, instead of con- 
tending for ite esostence on the Rhine, 
was pursuing, under Napoleon, 



186 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[OHAF. ZIX 



career of conquest in Italy, it became 
evident that a protracted contest was 
to be expected, and measures of fin^ 
ance suitable to such a state of things 
should hare been adopted. The reso- 
lute system of raising a considerable 
portion of the supplies within the year 
should have been embraced, at latest^ 
in 1796, and the enormous loans of that 
and the two following years reduced 
to one-hall These loans amounted to 
seventy-fiye millions ; if forty millions 
had been raised in the time by taxation, 
in addition to the imposts actually 
paid, the difference in the sum since 
paid by the nation down to this time 
on account of the loans of these years, 
would have been above £120,000,000 1 
So prodigious is the difference, as re- 
gards the ultimate accumulation of 
burdens, between the eneigetic and 
intrepid system of raising a laige por- 
tion of the supplies within the year, 
and the more acceptable but delusive 
policy of providing at the moment only 
for the interest^ and leaving to poste- 
rity the chaige of providing for the 
liquidation of the principal. 

60. IL But if the insidious advan- 
tages of the funding, were to be pre- 
ferred to the ultimate benefits of the 
taxing system, it was indispensable 
that the warlike resources of the state 
should have been put forth on a scale, 
and in a way, calculated to reap sudden 
advantages commensurate to the im- 
mense burdens thus imposed on pos- 
terity ; that the contest^ if gigantic and 
expensive, was at least to be short and 
decisive. That the military power of 
England was capable, if properly di- 
rected and called forth, of making such 
an effort^ is now established by expe- 
rience. The more the histories of the 
campaigns from 1798 to 1800 are 
studied, the more dearly will it ap- 
pear that the armies of France and 
the coalition were very equally poised ; 
that the scale sometimes preponder- 
ated to one side and sometimes to the 
other, but without any decisive advan- 
tage to either party. After three yean 
of protracted stnfe, the Republican 
armies, in the close of 1795, were still 
combating for existence on the Rhine, 
and gladly accepted a temporary re- 



spite from the victorious arms of Clair- 
fait: after three additional years of 
desperate warfSfire, they were stoiggiing 
for the frontiers of title Var and the 
Jura against the terrible enei^ of 
Suwarroff, and the scientific abiSty of 
the Archduke Charles. No doubt can 
remain, therefore, that the forces on 
the opposite sides of that great contest 
were, at these periods at leasts ex- 
tremely nearly matched. With what 
effect, then, might not the arms of 
England have be«n thrown in upon the 
scene of warfsre ; and how would the 
balance, so long quivering in equili- 
brium, have been brought down by the 
addition of fifty thousand British sol- 
diers, then reposing inactive in the 
British Islands, on uie theatre of Blen- 
heim or Ramilies I 

61. Herein, therefore, lay the capital 
error of Mr Pitt's financial system, 
considered with reference to the war- 
like operations it was intended to pro- 
mote. While the former was calcu- 
lated for a temporary effort only, and 
based on the principle of great results 
being obtained in a short time by an 
extravagant system of expenditure, the 
latter was arranged on the plan of the 
most niggardly exertion of the national 
strength, and the husbanding of its 
resources for future efforts, totally in- 
consistent with the lavish present dissi- 
pation of its funds. No one would 
have regretted the great loans from 
1798 to 1799, amounting though they 
did to a hundred and fifty millions 
sterling, if proportionate efforts in the 
field had at the same time been made, 
and if it was evident that nothing had 
been omitted, which could have con- 
duced to the earlier termination of the 
war. But our feelings are very dif- 
ferent when we recoUect that during 
these six years, big with the fate of 
England and the world, only two hun- 
dred and eight thousand men were 
raised for the regular army, and that a 
nation reposing securely in a sea-girt 
and inaccessible citadel, never had 
above twenty thousand soldiers in the 
field, out of a disposable force of above 
a hundred thousand, and that only in 
the two first years of the war. Mr 
Pitt's plans for military operations 
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w«ro all baaed on the action of CSonti- 
nental arpuea, whUe the troops of his 
own ooantiy were chiefly employed in 
distant colonial ezpeditiona; picking off 
pawna in this manner at the extremily 
of the board, when by eonoentrated 
moyeahe mi^t have given checkmate 
to his adversary at the commencement 
of the gama His militazy Bncoesses, 
in consequence, amoonted to nothing, 
while his financial measures were daily 
increasing the debt in a geometrical 
progreasion : and thence in a great mea- 
sure the long duzataon and heavy bur- 
dens of the war. 

6% UL But the greatest of all Mr 
Pitt's erxoFB, and the one which was 
the most inexcusable, because it was 
most at variance with the admirable 
foresight and enduring fortitude of his 
other financial measures, was the extent 
to which he carried the ruinous system 
of borrowing in the three per cents — 
in other words, inscribing the public 
creditor for £100 in the books of the 
bank of England, in consideration of 
only £60 advanced to the nation. That 
this policy had the effect of lowering 
the interest of the loans contracted, 
and thereby Himiniahing the burdens 
of the nation at the moment, may be 
perfectly true; though even that ad< 
vantage, as will immediately appear, 
was very trifling. But what was the 
advantage thus gained, compared to 
the enormous burden of saddling the 
nation with the payment of forty 
pounds additional to every sixty which 
it had received f The benefit was tem- 
porary and inconsiderable; the evil 
permanent and most material Of the 
seven hundred and eighty millions 
which now compose the national debt» 
about six hundred millions have been 
contracted in the three per cents ; and 
if this whole debt were to be paid off 
at par, the nation would have to pay 
in all two hundred and fifby millions 
more than it ever received. Supposing 
it to be redeemed by a sinking-fond at 
80, on an average — which, taking a 
course of years t^ether, of peace and 
war, is probably not far from the mark, 
and wluch coincides with Mr Pitt's 
estimate in 1799 — the surplus to be 
paid above what was received, would 



still be one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions. 

68. Nor have the evils of this im* 
provident system of borrowing been 
limited to the great addition thus un- 
necessarily made to the capital of the 
national debt. Its effect upon the 
burden of the interest has been equally 
unfortunata Doubtless the loans were, 
in the first instance^ contracted during 
the war on somewhat more favourable 
terms, as to interest^ than could have 
been obtained if the money had been 
borrowed in the 5 per cents— that is, if 
a bond for £100 had been given for 
each £100 only paid into the treasury. 
But as a setK>ff againat this temporary 
and inconsiderable advantage, what is 
to be said to the experienced impos- 
sibility, with great put of the fun& so 
contracted, of reducing the interest in 
time of peace? It is impossible to 
lower the interest of the three per 
cents till interest generally falls below 
three per cent; because if it were at- 
tempted when the rate was higher, all 
the stockholders would immediately de- 
mand their money, and government^ 
being unable to borrow below the 
market rate, would become bankrupt. 
Nevertheless, it may safely be aflirmed 
that interest^ on an average, since 1815, 
has not exceeded, if it has reached, 
four per cent. Had the national debt 
all been contracted in the five per cents, 
it might all have been subjected to the 
operation which in 1824 proved so 
successful with the five per cents, and 
which, on £157,000,000 only of the 
debt^ the amount of that stock, saved 
the nation at that time £1,700,000 a- 
year, to which is to be added the hijf 
of that sum since gained by the reduc- 
tion of the same stock to three and a 
half; the two togeUier, after taking into 
view the dissentients, having sav^ the 
nation,/or ever, £2,400,000 yearly. Cal- 
culating theinterest of the £600,000,000 
in the three per cents (£360,000,000 
sterling) at £18,000,000 a-year, the pro- 
portion of this annual burden, which 
would have been saved by the first re- 
duction of one per cent^ would have 
been £3,600,000, and by the second of 
one half per cent^ £1,800,000 more ; in 
all, £5,400,000 for ever. The sum 
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■Irvftdf lared to the nation, oa intflrert 
alone, paideince 1824, ironld Ima been 
above fii^ millioDi gteriing-. Eieiy 
twent; jean in future tha mun aoTed, 
with interest, would exceed a hundred 
and flAy millietiEk 

61. The tetaponzj redaotioD of in- 
tareat obtained by contracting; the debt 
in thia ruinoiu manner will bear no 
Bort of compariaon with these aerioiiB 
lOBiea, with which the ayHtem was ulti- 
mately atteaded. It appean, from the 
curioua table of loana contracted dur- 
ing the war, compiled by Moroan, 
that the diSerence in t^ intareat of 
the loana in the 3 per cents and tht 
per cents wai eddom above a half par 
cent, generally not more than a quai^ 
ter.* What ib the additional burden 
thus undertaken during the oonteet, to 
the permanent reduction which the 
opposite system would have enabled 
government to have effected on the re- 
turn of peace t Even supposing the 



difference of intereat on tbe loans while 
the war laated had bem on an averBge 
one per oent^ what was thia burden, 
during Ha continuimce, to tiie reduc- 
tion of the interest for tver to four or 
three-and-a-half per cent 1 This thing 
is so dear that it will not admit of an 
And if tiie pablio necea- 
had rendered it impossible to 
have raised tiie additional interest dur- 
ing the year, it would have been better 
to have contracted an additional loan 
every year whiia the inability lasted, 
to de^y the additional interest, than, 
by contracting the debt on such diaad- 
vantageouB terms, to have disabled 
posterity for ever from taking advan- 
tage of the return of peace to effect a 
permanent redaction of the public 
debt*. So stron^y, indeed, has the 
impolicy of this mode of contracting 
debt now impressed itself npon the 
minds of our statesmen, that, by a 
solemn resolution in 1824, pariiament 

B and 5 per cents, at difCbrent 
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pledged itself never again, under any 
preBBorey to boirow money in any other 
way than in the 5 per centa : a reaolu- 
tion worthy of the Britiah legiklatnre, 
and which it is derooily to he hoped 
no Britiah ataiesman will erer forget, 
bat which is too likely to be oreriook- 
ed, like ao many other praiaeworthy 
deteiminationa, amidst the warlike pro- 
fdaion or democratic p rcmu re of aub- 
aeqnent tinie&* 

- 65. It ia tme^ as Mr Pitt contem- 
plated the extinction of the whole pub- 
Uc debt before the year 1846 by the 
operation of the siiikiiig-fand, and had 
provided means which, if steadily ad- 
hered to, would unquettiondUy Aa«e 
jfrodmeed that ntult even at an earlier 
period, the disastrous effects which 
have ayctually occurred from this mode 
of contracting so large a portion of the 
debt) are not to be charged so strongly 
as an error in his financial system. In 
the contracting of loans, present relief 
was, in his estimation, the great object 
to be considered, because ihe means of 
certainly redeeming them within a mo- 
derate period, on the return of peace, 
were simultaneously provided. It was 
of comparatively little importance that 
the interest of the 8 per cents could 
not be reduced during peace, when the 
speedy liquidation of the principal 

* The author was early in life impressed 
with tiie disastrous effects of this borrowing 
in the three per cents, butrit was long before 
he found any converts to an opinion now 
generally received. In the year 181S, when 
a student at college, he maintained the doc- 
trines stated in the text on this subject in a 
company consisting of the most eminent and 
intelligent bankers in Scotland ; and, in par- 
ticular, contended, that if Mr Pitt could not 
have afforded to pay annually from the taxes 
a larger interest for his loans than he actu- 
ally undertook, he should have *• borrowed 
a lUtU loan to pay the interest of the great 
loan, rather than have contracted debt in the 
three per cents." They all, however, dis- 
puted the justice of the opinion, maintain- 
ing that the money could not have been ob- 
tained on other terms ; and the "little " loan 
became a standing joke against the author 
for many years after. Should these lines 
meet the eye of Mr Anderson of Moredun, 
one of the oldest and most valued of the 
author's fHends, and now one of the leading 

Sortners of the highly respectable firm of 
ir William Forbes and Ck>. of Edinburgh, 
he will recur, perhaps^ not without interest^ 
tothisinddent. 



itself might be anticipated ; and the 
addition of nearly double the stock to 
the sum borrowed appeared of trifling 
moment^ when the only mode of re- 
deeming the debt which any one con- 
templated, was the purchase of stock 
by Uie sinking-fund commissionen at 
the current market rates. StOl, though 
these conaiderations go &r to excuse^ 
they by no means exculpate Mr Pitt as 
rq^ards these measures. Admitting 
that the reduced rate of interest dur- 
ing the war might be considered as a 
fair set-off against the enhanced rate for 
the pacific period of nearly the same 
amount which eUpeed before the debt 
was discharged, still what is to be said 
in favour of a system which redeems 
at 85 or 90 a debt contrated at 58 or 
60? In looking forward to this method 
of liquidating the debt^ as calculated 
to obviate all the evils of inscribing the 
public creditor for a larger amount of 
stock than he had advanced of money, 
Mr Pitt forgot the certain enhancement 
of the price of stock by the admirable 
sinking-fund which he himself had 
established ; and the more strongly and 
justly he elucidated the salutary ten- 
dency of its machinery to uphold the 
public credit^ the more clearly did he 
demonstrate the ruinous effects of a 
method of borrowing which turned all 
that advance to the disadvantage of the 
nation in discharging its engagements.i' 
66. To Mr Pitt's financial system 
there belongs a subject more vital in 
its ultimate effects than any which has 
been considered, and the whole results 
of which are even yet far from being 
exhausted. The Suspension of Cash 
Patments in 1797, already noticed in 
the transactions of that year, was a 

t It is a common opinion that the great 
expenses of Mr Pitt's administration were 
owing to the subsidies so Imprudently and 
needlessly advanced to foreign powers, to 
induce or enable them to carry on the 
contest This, however, is a mistake. 
The loans and subsidies to foreign powers 
during the whole war only amounted to 
£52.628,470; of whichnoless than £38,000,000 
were advanced during the three last years. 
At Mr Pitt's death the sum was only 
£6,370,000. The subsidies granted, with the 
years when they were received, and the 
oUier items of the expenditure of the war, 
were as given in the following table :~ 
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nuMoie of incompanbly tiior« impor- 
tftncs than anj &isnoial step of the 
past or the prennt oentniy. Whra 
taksn in oonjunotion mOi uie almost 
total dsBtrnotion of the produotivenesi 
of Hie Spanuh mlnea in Araaricii, in 
oonsequflDCB of tba rarolnljoii which 
broke outin that DountTfia 1803, and 
the Butwequent and unaToidabU re- 
sumption of ouh payments, by the bill 
of 1819, in Qieat Britun, it led the 
way to a ssriea of ohangea in prioM, 
and, of oonsequence, in the relative 
situation, power, and influence of the 
difiiBrent oUsses of BOoieif , more mata- 
rial than any whioh hod oconrred aiiica 
the disooTery of the mines of Fotosi 
and Heiioo, and which has already 
anbverted the fbnner balance of powar 
in the iaterior of Qreat Britain. To it 
the future historian will perhi^ point 



as the principal eanM of the great re- 
yolation of England in 1882, and the 
ultimate decline of the Britjsh empire^ 
This important and vital subject^ hoW' 
eTer,ao momentoas in ita oonsequsncea, 
so interesting in ita details, reqiiiree a 
separate chapter for ita elnc^Iatian, 
and will more appropriately oome to 
be oonaidered in a future volume, when 
the efibcts of the monetary changee 
during the whole war are brought into 
view, and the commenoemsntof another 
set of tnnses, having an oppoaita tan- 
denoy, from the rajrid decay of the 
South American mine* at ita close, is 
at the same time made the subject of 
discussion. 
6T. At present, it only requires to 
ibaerred, that the efbcte of the 
_ utsion oif ■ .... 

good or evil, at 



'- 


"S 




amua. 


«™. 


?iS: 


"rfSST 


f.r^^™, 












M 






1793 


3,1M,SM 




i,osi.ra 


its,<iaX 


1.484,307 


10,716JM1 


M,764.S8B 




4.000 






1,K0,7S: 


*.ai»,iiw 


1,081,1S!I 


».»6,*77 


17M 


S10.M0 








8.180,1401 




3»,r5l,0»l 




tsfioo 












40,781.683 


!^ 














B0,73».»&7 


iras 


iso.(iii 




liiMn 








«.i41,71»B 


17W 


3Si>.ooa 


>3 










69,I9e.lWl 




S.fllS.ITS 




.«7,4> 








81,eiT,B88 


US 


soo.iu 




.molu 








ra.W).4«8 


1*» 




IS 


,S38J» 








W,373,480 


laos 




M 


.mjM 








i*jna.eaa 


ISM 






,4iT,n7 








07 ,810.476 


leos 






,»U,1H 






n.sti,7a 


7e.(l»,TH 


;!S! 






fiifi'ja 






30,33a,86« 


TM64M8 


!fSI 






,sao.oc 






si.oa.«! 


7H.3w,ass 


IMS 


1,«0,000 


K 


,7M.1« 






t2,nija 


78.588.01S 




a,o60,«oo 


U 


fiKfiM 








78.885^8 




!.«m,ia3 




fia'SS 




g^OMjW 




83,735.Sn 




ayrrja 




fita.<ia 








88.7674S4 


}Vi 


6.»i6.eM 












10S.S43.737 


1813 


H.SM,418 








KMSM 


41.7SM3B 


10*.83».aM 




10,0».8S4 




lOTB.lfi 


*.m,m 




U,S11,440 


n^m,iSO 


1816 


11.036 J*B 




,083,021 


?^8M 




43,M1,S8R 


eS,lB»,771 


Tot^ 


83.1M.4™ 


381,raT,U« 


si;iaa,iiE 


Ti,os9.3a 


Sn.S38.416 


HIB.830.17 


1.5S9. 178.033 




■KUDsnd 


fmss; — ^ 













tatuKk aBumntltic to m 
idabla^ Theoortofthau .. 
laumntiiietoabontBBftb, isDottaberamtted; fbr Itgave Britain the niTal dominion of 
heirlob*. Itwutbe prodiglaui eipantOtiue for thaarmj. unniuitiiig to atDorthoflhe 
-<-~^- which latherealnitij*aii(nign(,>tl(indKlaiitwiuwlchnoaxplolUwarthyDrbtfng 






« the pifSBrdly uae ofUULt , 

ich wu tlia nal npnuh at Mr Pitt'i 






1797.] 



HISTOBT OF EUROPB. 



191 



to Mr Pitl They were not, like the 
consequences of the issue of assignats 
in France, the result of a barbarous 
and inhuman confiscation, nor, like the 
subsequent changes of a similar kind 
in this countrj, of monied selfishness 
and theoretical opinions. They were 
forced on the British statesman by 
stem necessity. Bankruptcy — irre- 
trievable national bankruptcy, stared 
him in the faoe^ if the momentous 
step was any longer delayed. Once 
taken, the fatal measure could not be 
recalled; a resumption of cash pay- 
ments during the continual pressmre 
and vast expenditure of the war was 
out of the question. The nation has 
had ample experience of the shock it 
occasioned, and the protracted miseiy 
it produced, at subsequent periods, 
even in the midst of profound peace. 
To have attempted it during the whirl 
and agitation of the contest would at 
once have prostrated all the resources 
of the kingdom. No doubt, however, 
can remain that the suspension of cash 
payments contributed essentially to in- 
crease the available resources of Great 
Britain for carrying on the war, and is 
to be regarded as the principal cause of 
its successful fcermination. An exten- 
sion of the circulating medium, espe- 
cially if accompanied by a great and 
increasing present expenditure, never 
fails to have this effect. It is when, 
from over-issue, it becomes depreciated, 
or, from distrust of government, dis- 
credited, or when the subsequent stop- 
page or contraction takes place, that 
the perilous nature of the experiment 
becomes manifest. Qreat immediate 
prosperity to all around him is often 
pi-oduced by the prodigality of the 
spendthrift ; but if he trenches deep, 
amidst this beneficent profusion, on the 
resources of future yeai^, the day of 
accounting will inevitably come alike 
to himself and his dependants. In 
seeking for the causes of the vast and 
continued warlike exertions of Eng- 
land during the war, and of the appa- 
rently boundless financial resources 
which appeared to multiply, as if by 
magic, with every new demand upon 
them, just as in investigating the causes 
of the dififtciilties under which all 



classes have laboured since the peace, 
a prominent place must be assigned to 
the expansion of the currency, as pro- 
ductive of present strength, as the op- 
posite system of contn^ting it, after 
the contest was over, was conducive to 
future weakness^ No financial embar- 
rassments of any moment were experi- 
enced while the war lasted, subsequent 
to 1797. In vain Napoleon waited for 
the failure of the funding system, and 
the giving way of England's financial 
resources^ Tear after year the enor- 
mous expenditure continued; loan after 
loan, with incredible facility, was ob- 
tained; and at the close of the war, 
when the revenues of France and all 
the Continental states were fairly ex- 
hausted, the treasures of Great Britain 
were poured forth with a profusion 
unexampled during any former period 
of the struggle. 

68. No existing wealth, how great 
soever, could account for so prodigious 
an expenditure. Its magnitude points 
to an annual creation of funds even 
greater than those which were dissi- 
pated. It is in the vast impulse given 
to the circulation by the suspension of 
cash payments, and subsequent exten- 
sion of paper credit of every descrip- 
tion, that ihe great cause is to be found 
of tiie never-failing resources of Great 
Britain during so long a period. Her 
fleets commanded the seas ; her com- 
merce extended into every quarter of 
the globe ; her colonies embraced the 
finest and richest of the tropical re- 
gions ; and in the centre of this mag- 
nificent dominion was the parent state, 
the quickened and extended circulation 
of which spread life and energy through 
every part of the immense fabric. 
Great' as was the increase of paper in 
circulation after the obligation to pay 
in specie was removed, it was scarcely 
equal to the simultaneous increase in 
exports, imports, and domestic in- 
dustry ; and almost boundless as was 
the activity of British enterprise dur- 
ing those animating years, it must have 
languished from want of commensurate 
credit, if it had not been sustained by 
the vivifying influence of the extended 
currency. It is evident, also, that the 
funding system, with all ite dangers 
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and itltunate evils, of nhich the Datioa 
Bince the peace hex had such ample 
eiperienoe, waji emineatl; calculated 
to increase thu fererieh action of the 
bod; politic, and produce a temparary 
flow of prosperity, commenBurate, in- 
deed, to tlia ultimate embarrassments 
irith which it was to be attended, but 
still ezcitiog a degree of tratiBient 
vigour, which could never have arieen 
under a more oautioos and economical 
system af management* 
' 69. The contracting and immediately 
spending of loonn, to the amount of 
tMrty or forty miUiona a-year, in addi- 
tion to B rerenuB of ei^ual amount, 
raised by taxation, had on extraordi- 
nary effect in encouraging e<ery branch 
of industry, and enabling the nation to 
prosper under burdens whicli at Grat 
sight would have appeared altogether 
oierwhelming. Qovemment is prover- 
faioll; a good paymaster, and never so 

• Table showing the amount of baolt-notM 
a>mm«nial paper uud«r discount at thfl Ban] 
ulnr umually coined at tba Bank, with the 



much ao as during the whirl and excite- 
ment of war. The capital thus sunk in 
loans was indeed withdrawn from the 
private encouragement of industry ; but 
it was so only in consequence of being 
directed into a channd where Ha in- 
Suence in thac respect was still mors 
powerful and immediate than it ever 
would have been in the bands of indi- 
viduaU. It was in great part dissi- 
pated, indeed, in a form which did not 
reproduce itself, and afforded no means 
of providing for its charges hsreafter ; ' 
but still that circumstance, how prqn- 



the temporary excitement produced by 
its expenditure. Under the combined 
influence of this vast contraction of 
loans and extended paper circulation. 
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the produce of taxes was oontinually 
lising, prices of every sort quickly rose, 
intenet was high, profits still higher, 
and all who made their liTelihpod by 
productive industry, or by buying and 
selling, found themscdves in a state of ex- 
traordinary and increasing prosperity. 
That these favourable appearances 
were to a certain extent delusive ; that 
the flood of prosperity thus let in upon 
the state was occasioned by exhausting, 
in a gi*eat degree, the reservoirs of 
wealth for future emergencies; and 
that a long period of languor and de- 
pression was to follow this feverish and 
unnatural period of excitement, is in- 
deed certain. But still the effect at 
the moment was the same ; and in the 
activity, enterprise, and opulence thus 
created, were to be found the most 
powerful resources for carrying on the 
contest. How beneficial soever to the 
finances of the state in future times it 
might have been, to have raised the 
whole supplies by taxation within the 
year, it was impossible that from such 
a prudent and parsimonious system 
there could have arisen the extraordi- 
nary vigour and progressive creation 
of wealth which resulted from the 
lavish expenditure of the national capi- 
tal in maintaining the conflict; and 
but for the profuse outlay, which has 
been felt as so burdensome in subse- 
quent times, the nation might have 
sunk beneath its enemies, and Eng- 
land, with all its glories, been swept 
for ever from the book of existence. 

70. Had Mr Pitt's system, attended 
as it was, however, witii this vast ex- 
penditure of capital instead of income 
on the current expenses, made no pro- 
vision for the ultimate redemption of 
the debt thus contracted, it would, not- 
withstanding the prodigious and trium- 
phant results with which it was at- 
tended, have been liable to very severe 
reprehension. But every view of his 
financial policy must be imperfect and 
erroneous, if the sinking-fund, which 
constituted so essential a part of the 
system, is not taken into consideration. 
Its great results have now been com- 
pletely demonstrated by experience : 
and there can be no question that, if 
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it had been adhered to, the whole debt 
m j^t have been extinguished with ease 
beftire the year 1845 ; that is, in nearly 
as short a time as it was created. Great 
as were the burdens of the war, there- 
fore, he had established the means of 
rendering them only temporary ; dur- 
able as the results of its successes have 
proved, the price at which they were 
purchaiied admitted, according to his 
plan, of a rapid liquidation. It is the 
subsequent abandonment of the sink- 
ing-fund, in consequence of the un- 
necessary and imprudent remission of 
so large a proportion of the indirect 
taxes on which it depended, which is 
the real evil that has undone the 
mighty structure of former wisdom; 
and for a slight and questionable pre- 
sent advantage, rendered the debt, 
when undergoing a rapid and success- 
ful process of liquidation, a lasting and 
hopeless burden on the state. The 
magnitude of this change is too great 
to be accounted for by tibe weakness or 
errors of individuals ; the misfortune 
thus inflicted upon the country too 
irreparable to be ascribed alone to the 
improvidence or shortsighted policy of 
subsequent governments. Without 
exculpating tiie members of the ad- 
ministrations who did not manfully 
resist, and, if they could not prevent, 
at least denounce the growing delusion, 
it may safely be affirmed, that the 
great weight of the I'esponsibility must 
be borne by Uie nation itself. If the 
people of Qreat Biitain have now a 
debt of seven hundred and seventy 
millions, with hardly any fund for its 
redemption, they have to blame, not 
Mr Pitt) who was compelled to con- 
tract it in the course of a desperate 
struggle for the national independence, 
and left them the means of its rapid 
and certain liquidation, but the blind 
democratic spirit which first, from its 
excesses in a neighbouring state, made 
its expenditure imavoidable, and then, 
from its impatience of present sacrifice 
at home, destroyed the means of its 
discharge. 

71. ''AH nations," says M. Tocque- 
ville, in his profound work on Ameri- 
can democracy, "which have made a 

N 



<* 
<« 






•> !• <« 
-J 



194 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[OHAP. zix 



great and lasting impresmon on human 
affairs, from the Romans to the Eng- 
lish, have been goyemed by aristocratic 
bodies : the instability and impatience 
of the democratio spirit render the 
states in wluch it is the ruling power 
incapable of durable achieyements." 
The abandonment of a system fraught 
with such incalculable future adran- 
tages as the sinking-fund, but requir- 
ing a present sacrifice for its mainten- 
ance, affords decisive evidence that the 
balance of the constitution had become 
overloaded in reality, before it was so 
in form, on the popular side, and that 
the period had arrived when an " igno- 
rant impatience of taxation" was to 
bring about that disregard of every- 
thing but present objects, which is the 
invariable characteristic of the majority 
of mankind. During nearly thu-ty 
years of aristocratic rule in England, 
that noble monument of national fore- 
sight and resolution progressively pros- 
pered : with its decline, the efficiency 
of the great engine of redemption was 
continually impaired under the increas- 
ing influence of the unthinking multi- 
tude ; and at length, upon the subver- 
sion of that aristocratic predominance 
by the great change of 1882, it was 
finally to aU practical purposes de- 
stroyed. Irretrievable i:dtimate ruin 
has thus been brought upon the state ; 
for not only is the burdoi now fixed 
upon its resources inconsistent with 
the permanent maintenance of the 
national independence, but the steady 
rule has been terminated, under which 
alone its liquidation covdd have been 
expected. 

72. In truth, the abandonment of 
the sinking-fund, in consequence of the 
weak and vacillating conduct of the 
successive administrations in yielding 
to partial clamours, raised by interest- 
ed parties for a reduction of taxation 
affecting themselves, was so enormous 
an error, and is fraught with such 
evidently disastrous effects to the 
future independence and existence of 
the country, that it would be wholly 
unaccountable, in an age of intelligence 
and political activity, were it not ex- 
plained by the dreadful effects of the 
sudden and prodigious contraction of 



the currency which took place in con- 
sequence of the act oompelling the 
Bank of England to resume cash pay- 
ments in 1S19. Whoever will cast hia 
eye over the instructive table given in 
the Appendix to the last volume of 
this work, will at once perceive that 
this fatal measure, which, at the very 
time that the annual supply of the 
precious metals for the globe had been 
raduced a half by the effects of the 
South American revolutions, curtailed 
the paper circulation of the British 
Islands by another half, had the effect 
of lowering prices for the next thirty 
years by fully fifty per cent* The 
remuneration of industry in every de- 
partment being so greatly reduced, 
while money engagements of all sorts, 
public and private, underwent no di- 
minution, the payment of most of the 
indirect taxes became impossible. It 
was an easy matter for the masters 
engaged in the principal branches of 
manu&eture in the kingdom to prove 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
that, mider the forcible reduction of 
prices which the contraction of the 
currency had produced, they could not 
carry on their operations without a 
great reduction or entire liberation 
from taxation. Such relief had become 
to them, in many cases, the price of ex- 
istence. Hundreds of thousands would 
be thrown out of employment if it was 
not given. This explains, and can alone 
explain, the otherwise inexplicable in- 
fatuation of so many different adminis- 
trations in abandoning to so great an 
extent the indirect taxes, the sheet- 
anchor of the British finances. Dis- 
astrous as it was, that abandonment 
was an effect^ not a cause. It was the 
direct and unavoidable effect of a 
violent and uncalled-for contraction of 
the currency to the extent of a half, at 
the very time when the failure in the 
wonted supplies of the precious metals 
for the use of the globe, and the pro- 
digious increase of population and 
transactions in the British Islands, most 
loudly called for its increase. 

78. But this only removes the diffi- 
culty a step further back. How did it 
happen that government could ever 
* See Appendix, Chap. xov. 
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have been indaoed to give their oonaent 
to a measure fraught with suoh ruinous 
consequences as this contraction of the 
currency has proved to be ? It affected 
the exchequer at least as much as Uie 
general industry of the country ; it at 
once stopped the liquidation of the 
public debt, starved down the military 
and naval ^ttablishments of the empire 
to a scale mconsistent with its lasting 
defence, and has kept the treasury 
ever since in almost ceaseless embar- 
rassments. The solution of this ^gma 
is to be found in the weight acquired 
in the countiy by a body previously 
little regarded, but which has now be- 
come paramount to all others, in con- 
sequence of the success of the war, — 
the momed interest. So vast had been 
the accumulation of capital during the 
contest, so immense the numbers, and 
powerful the influence, of the trading 
and commercial classes who had risen to 
affluence while it continued, that they 
had now come to overshadow all the 
other classes of the state put together. 
The classes had become all-powerful 
whose interest was to buy cheap and 
sell dear. The consumers were enabled 
to set the producers at defiance. The 
Befoim Act^ produced by the wide- 
spread and universal suffering occasion- 
ed by this important change, gave the 
monied interest a permanent sway in 
the state ; for it bestowed two-thirds of 
the seats in the House of Commons on 
the members for burghs, and two-thirds 
of the votes in every bmgh on the 
trading or monied dasses, or the 
persons whom they could influence. 
Thence the entire deviation of British 
legislation since that time from all the 
principles which formerly regulated it. 
Thence the abandonment of the sink- 
ing-fund to cheapen government, of 
the corn-laws to cheapen labour, of 
colonial protection to cheapen sugar 
and wood, of the navigation laws to 
cheapen freights. England, like im- 
perisd Rome, had fallen under the rule 
of a body of monied patricians, whose 
interests were adverse to that of all the 
industrious classes in the state, but 
whose influence outweighed them all 
put together. They desired to cheapen 
evexything except money, and that Uiey 



sought to make as dear as possible. 
Ultunate ruin will be brought upon 
the British as it was on the Roman 
empire, from the same cause, and in 
the same way. And thus the entire 
success of the measures of protection 
and a sufficient currency, which formed 
the leading features of Mr Pitt's do- 
mestic policy, was the immediate cause 
of their abandonment by the next gen- 
eration, because they reared up a 
wealthy monied class whose interests 
were at variance with those of industry, 
but whose influence was beyond its 
control 

74. But if the sun of British great- 
ness is from these causes setting in the 
Old, it is fr^m the same cause rising in 
renovated lustre in the New World. 
The impatience of the democratic 
spirit, both in the British Isles and on 
the shores of the Atlantic — the enei^ 
it develops, the desires it creates, the 
burdens which it perpetuates, the con« 
vulsions which it induces, all conspire 
to impel the ceaseless wave of emigra- 
tion to the west; and the very dis- 
tresses consequent on an advanced 
stage of existence force the power and 
vigour of civilisation into the primeval 
recesses of the forest. Two hundred 
thousand of the Anglo-Saxons or Celtic 
race are now annuslly impelled, by ne- 
cessity, ambition, or restlessness, from 
the British Islands to the shores of 
the New World.* In two centuries 
the name of England may be extinct^ 
or survive only under the shadow of 
ancient renown; but a hundred and 
fifty milli>ns of men in North Ame- 
rica will be speaking its language, 
reading its authors, glorying in its 
descent. Nations, like individualB, 
were not destined for immortality ; in 
their virtues equally as their vices, 
their grandeur as their weakness, they 
bear in their bosoms the seeds of 
mortality. But in the passions which 
elevate them to greatness, equally as 
in those which hastoi their decay, is 
to be discerned the unceasing opera- 

* In the year 1848, 268,000 emigrants 
sailed from the Britiah Islaiida, of whom 
244,000 were destined for the United States 
or Canada, and in 1849 the number was still 
greater. 
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tion of those principles at once of 
corruption and regeneration which are 
combined in humanity; and which, 
universal in communities as in single 



men, compensate the necessary decline 
of nations by the vital fire which has 
given an undeoaying youth to the hu- 
man race. 



CHAPTER XLII. 



FROM THE PEACE OF PBESSBUBG TO THE RENEWAL OF THE CONTINENTAL WAR. 

JANUARY— OCTOBER 1806. 



1. The peace of Pressbui^ seemed to 
have finally subjected the Continent to 
the empire of France. The greatest 
and most formidable coalition which 
had ever been arrayed against its for- 
tunes was dissolved. The military 
strength of Austria had received, to aU 
appearance, an irreparable wound; 
I^ssia, though irritated, was over- 
awed, and had let the favourable mo- 
ment for striking a decisive blow elapse 
without venturing to draw the sword ; 
and even the might of Russia, hitherto 
held in undefined dread by the states 
of southern Europe, had succumbed in 
the conflict, and the northern autocrat 
was indebted to the generosity of the 
victor for the means of escaping from 
the theatre of his overthrow. When 
such results had been gained with the 
great military monarchies, it was of 
little moment what was the disposition 
of the lesser powers ; but they, too, 
had been terrified into submission, or 
retired from a contest in which success 
could no longer be hoped for. Sweden, 
in indignant silence, had withdrawn to 
the shores of Gk)thland; Naples was 
overrun; Switzerland was mute; and 
Spain consented to yield its fleets and 
its treasures to the conqueror of north- 
em Europe^ England, it is true, 
with unconquerable resolution and un- 
conquered arms, still continued the 
contest; but after the prostration of 
the Continental armies, and the de- 
struction of the French marine, it ap- 
peared no longer to have an intelligible 



object ; while the death of the great 
statesman who had ever been the un- 
compromising foe of the Revolution, 
and the soul of all the confederacies 
against it, led to a well-founded expec- 
tation that a more pacific system of 
government might be anticipated on 
the part of his successors. 

2. The hopes entertained by Napo- 
leon of such a temporary accommo- 
dation with England as might leave 
him at liberty, by fostering his naval 
power, to prepare the means of its 
final subjugation, were soon to all appear- 
ance likely to be realised. The death of 
Hr Pitt dissolved the administration of 
which he was the head. His towering 
genius could ill bear a partner in power 
or rival in renown. Equals he had 
none — friends few; and with the ex- 
ception of Lord Melville, whom the 
pending accusation had compelled to 
retire from government, perhaps no 
statesman had ever possessed his un- 
reserved confidence. There were many 
men of ability and resolution in his 
cabinet) but none of weight sufficient 
to take the helm when it dropped from 
his hands ; and when he sank into the 
grave, the ministry, which was sup- 
ported ^y 1^ single arm, fell to the 
earth. The King, indeed, who was 
aware of the danger of introducing a 
change of policy in the midst of a 
desperate conflict, and still retained a 
keen recollection of the humiliation to 
which he had been subjected in conse- 
quence of the India bill introduced by 
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the Whigs in 1784, made an attempt to 
continue the government in the hands 
of the same party, and immediately 
after Mr Pitf s death commissioned 
Lord Hawkesbuiy to form a new ad* 
ministration on the same basis. But 
that experienced and cautious states- 
man soon peroeiyed that the attempt, 
at that period at leasts was impossible, 
and the only use he made of his short- 
lived power was the dubious one of 
accepting the wardenship of the Cinque 
Ports, which had been held by Mr 
Pitt, and was the most lucratiTe sine- 
cure in the gift of the crown. This 
office was pressed upon him by the 
King, and had undoubtedly been well 
deserved by his faithful services, for 
which he had hitherto declined any 
remuneration ; but, being the sole act 
of a shortlived power, it was much 
conmiented on, and gave rise to keen 
and acrimonious discussions in both 
houses of parliament under the suc- 
ceeding administration. 

3. Independently of the acknowledged 
weakness of the ministry after Mr Pitt 
ceased to sustain its fortunes, the state 
of public opinion rendered it extremely 
doubtful whether any new adminis- 
tration could command general sup- 
port which was not founded on a 
coalition of parties, and a union of all 
the principal statesmen of the time, to 
uphold the fortunes of the state. The 
defeat of Austerlitz, and the consequent 
exposure of Great Britain to the neces- 
sity of maintaining the war single- 
handed against the forces of combined 
Europe, had made a deep impression 
on the public mind. Many believed 
some change of system to be necessary ; 
and the opinion was sensibly gaining 
ground, that, having unsuccessfully 
made so many attempts to overthrow 
the power of revolutionary France by 
hostility, the time had now arrived 
when it was not only expedient, but 
necessary, to try whether its forces 
might not be more effectually disarmed 
by pacific relations. Complaints against 
the abuses of government— some real, 
some imaginary— during the conduct 
of so long and costly a war, had multi- 
plied to a great degree. The Opposi- 
tion joum^ had increased in number 



and vehemence of declamation ; and the 
vote against Lord Mdlville in the House 
of Commons had shaken the opinion 
of numbers in the integrity of govern- 
ment, in that point where Mr Pitt's ad- 
ministration had hithertobeen regarded 
as most pur& The Tories, it was said, 
are exhausted by perpetual service for 
twenty years ; the hopes of the state 
are to be found in Uie ranks of tiie 
Whigs ; or, at all events, the time has 
now arrived when those absurd party 
distinctions should cease, and all true 
friends to their country, on whichever 
side of politics, must unite for the for« 
mation of a liberal and extended ad- 
ministration, on so broad a basis as to 
bring its whole capacity to bear on the 
fortunes of the state during the perilous 
times which <are evidently approaching. 
A general wish, accordingly, was felt 
for the formation of a government 
which should unite " all the talents" of 
the nation, without regard to party dis- 
tinction — a natural wish at all times, 
and fi*equently indulged by the British 
people, but which has never led to any 
good result in the history of England. 
It never can do so, except in such a 
crisis of national danger as would have 
led the Romans to appoint a dictator, 
and as calls for the suspension of all 
difference in foreign or domestic policy 
for the warding off immediate danger, 
by which all are equally threatened. 

4. Yielding, at length, though un- 
willingly, and with sinister presenti- 
ments, to the inclinations of the people 
and the necessity of his situation, the 
King, on the 26th January, sent a 
message to Lord Qrenville, so long the 
firm supporter of Mr Pitt's foreign 
administration, requesting his attend- 
ance at Buckingham House, to confer 
with his Majesty on the formation of 
a government. Lord Qrenville sug- 
gested Mr Fox as the person he should 
consult on the subject The King, 
though personally i. verse to that states- 
man, instantly saw the necessity of 
making his private feelings give way 
to the public good. *' I thought so, 
and I meant it so," replied the King : 
and immediately the formation of an 
administration was intrusted to these 
two illustiious men. No time was lost 
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in Bending for Hr Addington, recently 
before created Lord Sidmonth, who 
agreed to form part of the adminiatra- 
tioiL The anidlous wish expressed both 
by the soyereign and the nation that 
the government should be formed on 
the broadest possible basis, so as to in- 
clude all the leading men of the coun- 
try, led to a coalition of parties, which, 
although it gave great apparent stabi- 
lity at the outset, was little calculated 
in the end to insure the permanence of 
the administration. 

5. Three distinct and well-defined 
parties, independent of the partisans 
of Mr Pitt's cabinet, then divided the 
legislature and the nation. The ardent 
li^gs, who had adhered through all 
the horrors of the French Revolution 
to democratic principles, were repre- 
sented by Mr Fox and Mr Erskine, and 
embraced all the zealous adherents of 
highly popular institutions throughout 
the country. Parliamentary reform, 
Catholic emancipation, the repeal of 
the test acts, the abolition of slavery, 
peace with France, were inscribed on 
their banners. Another section of the 
Whig party existed, who had recently 
been arrayed in fierce hostility against 
their former allies. They were com- 
posed of the old Whig families which 
had seceded with Mr Burke, at the com- 
mencement of the Fi-ench Revolution, 
from the popular side, and acted with 
Mr Pitt tiU his resignation in 1800, but 
never coalesced with his government 
after his resumption of power. This 
party, led in parliament by Lord Gren- 
ville. Earl Spencer, and Mr Windham, 
embraced many powerful aristocratic 
families, and a large portion of private 
worth and ability, but their hold on 
the affections of the populace was not 
so considerable as that of their stancher 
brethren. In hostility to France, and 
fierce opposition to revolutionary prin- 
ciples, they yielded not to the wannest 
putisans of Mr Pitt ; but in domestic 
questions they inclined to the popular 
side, although they might be expected 
to form a salutary chedL on the inno- 
vating ardour of the more democratic 
portion of the government. Less con- 
siderable from general support or par- 
liamentary eloquence than either of 



these great parties, though highly re- 
spectable from the weight of private 
character, the adherents of Mr Adding- 
ton's adndnistration, who had remained 
in Opposition ever since they were dis- 
placed from power, were still of impor- 
tance from their business talents and 
the iniimate acquaintance they had 
with the machinery of governments 
Lord Sidmouth (formerly Mr Adding- 
ton) was the leader of this portion of 
the old Tory administration, whom ex- 
clusion fi'om office had led to coalesce^ 
not in the most creditable manner, 
with their ancient antagonists; and, 
from the known pacific inclinations of 
their chief, no serious difference of 
opinion in the cabinet was anticipated, 
at least so far as foreign affairs were 
concerned. 

6. The leaders of these three parties 
were combined in the new cabinet; 
but the preponderance of Mr Fox's ad- 
herents was so great as to render the 
ministry, to all intents and purposes, 
a Whig administration, which speedily 
appeared in the universal removal of 
all Tory functionaries from every office, 
even the most inconsiderable, under 
government.* Mr Fox, though entitled, 
from his talents and influence, to the 
highest appointment under the crown, 
contented himself with the important 
office of Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
deeming that the situation in which 
most embarrassment was to be ex- 
pected, and where his own principles 
were Ukely soonest to lead to impor- 
tant results. Lord Grenville .was niade 
First Lord of the Treasury; Mr Erskine, 
Lord Chanoellor; Lord Howick (for- 

* The Cabinet was oompoaed of the follow- 
ing members: — 

Lord Erskino— Lord Chancellor. 

Earl Fitzwilliam— Presidentof theCoundl. 

Yisoount Sidmouth— Lord Privy Seal 

Lord GrenTille— First Lord of the Trouury. 

Lord Howick— First Lord of the Admiralty. 

Earl Moira — Master General of the Ord- 
nance. 

Earl Spenoer— Secretary of State for Home 
Affiiuv. 

Mr Fox— Foreign Afikirs. 

Mr Windham—Secretary at War. 

Lord Henzy Petty — Chtmoellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 

Lord EUenboroueb— Chief Justice, with a 
seat in the Cabmet. 
—.inn. Reg. 1806^ 26. 
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merly Mr Grey), First Lord of ^e Ad- 
miralty; Mr Windham, Secretary at 
War ; Earl Spencer, Secretary of State 
for the Home Departments The ca- 
binet exhibited a splendid array of 
ability, and was anxiously looked to 
by the country, with the undefined 
hope which naturally arises upon ad- 
mitting a party whose leaders had been 
so long celebrated by their eloquence 
and genius, for the first time, after so 
long an exclusicm, to the administra- 
tion of public affaira. But» amidst the 
general satisfaction, there were many 
who obserred with regret that all the 
members of the recent goyemment 
Were excluded from office, and antici- 
pated no long tenure of pow^r to a 
coalition whidb departed ilius widely 
from the path of its predecessors, and 
voluntarily rejected the aid of all who 
had grown versant in public aflEairs. 
By a still greater numb^, the admis- 
sion of the Lord Chief- Justice into the 
cabinet was justly regarded as a most 
dangerous innovation, fraught with ob- 
vious peril to that calm and dispas- 
sionate administration of judicial du- 
ties, which had so long been the glory 
of English jiurisprudence. 

7. Notwithstanding the essential and 
total change which the ministry had 
undergone, and the accession of a party 
to power who had so long denounced 
the measures of their rivals as fraught 
with irreparable injury to the best in- 
terests of the state, no immediate change 
in the policy of government took place; 
and Europe beheld with surprise the 
men whd had invariably characterised 
the war as unjust and impolitic, pre- 
paring to carry it on with a patience 
and foresight in no degree inferior to 
that of their predecessors — a striking 
circumstance, characteristic alike of 
the justice of the reasons which Mr 
Pitt had assigned for its continuance, 
and the candour of the party who had 
now succeeded to power. The budget 
of Lord Henry Petty was but a con- 
tinuation of the financial system of 
his great predecessor, modified by the 
altered situation of affairs, and the 
necessity which had obviously arisen 
of making provision for a protracted 
maritime struggle. The system of 



raising as large as possible a propor- 
tion of the taxes witlun the year, so hap- 
pOy acted upon since 1 798 by the late 
government, was continued and ex- 
tended ; and, in pursuance thereof it 
was proposed to carry the war taxes 
from fourteen to nineteen millions and 
a half — an increase which was effected 
by raising the income-tax fromsix and a 
half to ten per coat, and by an addition 
of 3s. a hundredweight to the duty on 
sugar. Hie loan, notwithstanding this 
great addition, was still £18,000,000, 
to provide for the interest of which, 
I and for a sinking-fund to redeem the 
principal, the war wine-duty was de- 
clared permanent, producing £500,000 
a-year, and an additional duty laid on 
pig-iron, calculated to produce as much 
more, besides lesser duties, to the 
amount in all of £1,136,000.* The 
great addition to the income-tax was 
loudly complained of as a grievous bur- 
den, and a total departure from all the 
professions of economy so often made 
by ministers; but there is reason to 
believe that indirect taxes could not 
have been relied on to produce so great 
an increase as was required in the public 
revenue; and there can be no doubt 

* BUDonr ov obxat bbitaiv fob 1806. 
Saqpmdatwrt, Mxtnwrdinarif* 
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£15.281,000 
18,500,000 
4.718,000 
2;170.000 
1.000,000 
2,000,000 



£43,060,000 

IncotMf IbetrttordinaTy* 

ICalt and personal estate dutiea» £2,760,000 

Gnuits from a^tazed Bhipa^ . 1,000,000 

Lotteries^ .... 880,000 

Surplus of consolidated fund, 8, 500, 000 
War taxes, . 19,500,000) 
Deduct as oatstandiBg > 18,000,000 

at end of year, . 1,500,000) 

Loan, 18,000,000 



£43.680.000 
exclusive of the permanent income on the 
one hand, and permanent diazges on the 
other, which added largely to both sides of 
the account : the charges of the debt being 
£23,000,000, and the total sum raised by taxes 
and other sources of revenue, £65,796^000, 
while the total expenditure was £72,750,000, 
and income, indudingthe loan of £18,000,000, 
no less than £73,706,000.— Pari. 2>«6. vL 566, 
569 ; PORTZB's ParL Tables, L 1. 
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that, in adopting the manly ooone of 
maldng bo great a demand on present 
income rather than inoreaae the deht^ 
they acted a truly patriotic and atatea- 
manlike part 

8. The retom of Napoleon to Paris, 
where he arrived on tiie night of the 
26th January, to the great disappoint- 
ment of the municipality and people, 
who had made the most magnificent 
preparations for his triumphed recep- 
tion, had become necessary, from the 
financial crisis which had were occur- 
red, and which threatened to involve 
the government in the most serious 
embarrassments. This catastrophe, 
partly arising from political, purtly 
from commercial causes, had long been 
approaching, and the public consterna- 
tion was at its height when the Em- 
peror re-entered the Tuileries. Matters 
had arrived at such a pass, that the 
public service could no longer be car- 
ried on, and nothing but the Empe- 
ror^s unparalleled victories and speedy 
return could have averted a national 
bankruptcy. He had often, during 
the preceding years, declared his reso- 
lution not to issue treasuiy bills ; but 
he forgot to follow the only rule by 
which that resource could be averted, 
that of keeping his expenditure within 
his income. As it was, he instantly 
applied his mind, with its wonted 
vigour, to the consideration of the tre- 
mendous crisis which had arisen. 
Without undressing or going to bed, 
he sent for the minister of finances at 
midnight^ and spent the whole remain- 
der of the night in a minute and rigid 
examination of that functionary, and 
all the persons connected with his 
establishment. At eleven next day, 
the council of finance was assembled : 
it sat nine hours ; and when it broke 
up, M. Mollien was appointed minister 
of finances, and M. de Marbois, the 
former minister, dismissed. 

9. This panic, which at the time ex- 
cited such consternation at Paris, and 
which, if the issue of the campaign had 
been doubtful, might have been attend- 
ed with the most disastrous effects, 
arose from very simple causes. Dur- 
mg the whole of 1805, the Bank of 



France, yielding to the flood of proe« 
perity which on all sides flowed into 
the empire, and urged on by the con- 
stant demand for accommodation on 
the part of all the contractors and 
others engaged in the public aervioe, 
rendered necessary by the expenditure 
of government constantly keeping in 
advance of the receipts of the treasury, 
had been progp:«ssively enlai^ng its 
discounts. Before the Emperor set 
out for the army, they had risen from 
thirty to sixty millions, double the 
usnal amount In the midst of the 
apparent prosperity produced by that 
excessive increase, the sagacious mind 
of Napoleon peroeived tiie seeds of 
future evil; and amidst all the tur- 
moil of his military preparations at 
Boulogne, he repeatedly wrote to the 
minister of finances on the subject,* and 
warned him of the danger of the Bank 
of France trusting too far the delusive 
credit of individuals engaged in ex- 

* His words are» in a letter to the minister 
of finaoces — " The evil or^nates in the bank 
havinff tranogressed the law. What has the 
law done? It has given the privilege of 
coining money in the form of paper to a par- 
ticolar company ; but what did it intmd by 
so doing? Assuredly, that the circulation 
thus created should be baaed on solid credit 
The bank appears to have adopted a most 
erroneous principle, which is to discount to 
individuals, not in proportion to their real 
capital, but to the number of shares of its 
capital stock which they possess. That, how- 
ever, is no real test of solvency. How many 
Sersons mav be possessed of fifty or a hun- 
red such shares, and yet be so embcurassed 
that no one would lend them a single &r- 
thing ? The paper of the bank is thus issued 
in many, perhaps a mifjority of cases, not on 
real credit but on a delusive supposition of 
wealth. In one word, in discounting after 
this manner, the bank it coining faJM tMney. 
8o dearlv do I see the dangers of such a 
course, tnat if necessary, I would stop the 
pay of my soldiers rather than persevere in 
it I am distressed beyond measure at the 
necessities of my situation, which, by com- 
pelling me to live in camps, and engaging me 
in distant expeditions, withdraw my atten- 
tion firom what would otherwise be the chief 
ottjcct of my anxiety, the first veish of my 
heart — a good and solid organisation of aU 
that concerns the interest of banks, manu- 
factures, and commerce.** What admirable 
wisdom in these remarks^ written at the camp 
of Boulogne, in the midst of the boundlessar- 
rangements which the march of the army to 
Ulm, already commenced, must have requir- 
ed, and of which his correspondence fiimishes 
such ample proof l-~Bxovov, v. 85, 86. 
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tensive tranflftctions, or pushing to an 
undue length, in the form of a paper 
circulation, the royal privilege of coin- 
ing money. The unmense discounts 
which occasioned the peril were al- 
most entirely granted to the function- 
aries engaged in the public service, and 
who, being obliged to make good their 
payments to government by a certain 
day, and embarrassed by the remote 
period to which all payments from the 
public treasury were postponed, were 
unavoidably driven to this resource to 
supply the deficiencies arising from the 
backward payments of individuals, and 
the peremptory demands of the trea- 
sury, and their credit was in some sort 
interwoven with that of the general 
administration. The Bank of France 
was the quarter to which they in gene- 
I'al applied for accommodation; but 
the pressure thus occasioned upon that 
establishment was so severe that, even 
after the successes at Ulm, they had 
announced to the Emperor that they 
could not continue their advances, and 
that the drain of specie was such that 
they themselves stood in the most im- 
minent danger. 

10. To relieve the pressure on the 
bank, attempts had been made to ob- 
tain a supply of the precious metals 
from every quarter whence they could 
be drawn. For this purpose, recourse 
was had to certain great mercantile 
companies, who were engaged in most 
extensive speculations in all parts of 
the world, and so deeply implicated in 
the fiimiidiing of the precious metals 
to that establishment^ that their sup- 
port on its part was almost a matter of 
self-preservation. The greatest of these 
was that of which Ouvrard was the 
leading partner ; and its engagements 
with the bank of France were to an 
enormous amoimt. This great capi- 
talist had for several years been en- 
gaged in vast contracts for the service 
of the Spanish fleet ; and so extensive 
were his transactions, that almost all 
the treasures of Mexico found their 
way into his coffers. Qradually he 
had introduced himself into the prin- 
cipal departments of the French ser- 
vice ; and before the middle of 1805, 
nearly seventy millions of francs 



(£2,800,000) was owing chiefly to the 
company of which he was a member 
by the public treasury of that country. 
The long delays thrown in the way 
of the liquidAtion of this debt by 
the government^ occasioned an exces- 
sive multiplication of paper securities, 
which soon fell considerably in value 
in the money market ; but so impli- 
cated was the treasury in these trans- 
actions, that it was compelled to go on 
in the same perilous course, and thus 
increase the depreciation, which had 
already become sufficiently alarming. 
M. Besprez, a great capitalist^ engaged 
also in the collection of specie, and 
who had long supported the bank, be- 
came embarrassed, and himself solicit- 
ed aid from that establishment The 
consequence was, that the bills of the 
public contractors sank so much in 
value that they would no longer pass 
current in the market; at length they 
fell so low as 10 instead of 100. A 
universal disquietude prevailed, and 
the demands upon the pubUo treasury 
had already become very heavy, at the 
moment when it had little c3se than 
paper securities in its coffers. 

11. Matters were in this critical 
state when the breaking out of the 
German war, and depai*ture of the 
army for the Rhine, occasioned an im- 
mense and immediate demand for 
metallic currency, which alone would 
pass in foreign states, both on the part 
of government and individuals. Na- 
poleon, for the different branches of 
the public service, took fifty millions 
of francs (£2,000,000) from the Bank 
of France, without the slightest regard 
to its necessary effect upon the credit 
of that establishment. Unable, after 
this great abstraction, to meet his 
other engagements, the minister of 
finances had recourse to Ouvrard, 
Yanlerbex^h, and Seguire, who ad- 
vanced 102,000,000 francs (£4,080,000) 
to the public treasury, and received in 
return long-dated bills for 150,000,000 
francs. To meet this advance Ouvrard 
hastened to Madrid, to obtain a sup- 
ply of piastres from the Spanish 
government ; and such was the ascen- 
dancy which he had acquired at that 
capital, that he shortly alter concluded 
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a treaty with the King of Spain, in 
virtue of which his company, during 
the whole remainder of the war, ac- 
quired " an excltuive right to carry on 
tile whole trade to the Spanish colonies, 
and to import the whole treasures and 
merchandise brought from thence to 
the European shores." Nerer before 
had such a power been Tested in any 
company : nearly the whole ti^easures 
of the world were to pass through their 
hands. But though this trea^ gave 
Ouvrard the prospect of obtaining from 
America, before a year expired, 
272,000,000 francs (£11,400,000) in 
hard dollars, yet this would not fur- 
nish a supply for present necessities ; 
and the efiforts of all the capitalists of 
the Continent, which were put in re- 
quisition for the occasion, were unable 
to meet the crisis or avert a catastro- 
phei Desprez — who had demanded a 
loan of 100,000,000 francs (£4,000,000) 
from the Bank, which they could not 
gire him — and several other of the 
greatest capitalists — ^including M. Re- 
camier, the splendour of whose living, 
as well as the beauty of his wife, had 
long riveted public attention — failed. 
This immediately occasioned a terrific 
run upon all the other public function- 
aries, as well as the bank and the trea- 
sury. Paper would no longer pass; 
credit was at an end ; and M. Ytuiler- 
bergh, one of the greatest of the na- 
tional contractors, was prevented from 
failing solely by an advance to a great 
amount from the public funds. The 
consequences would have been fatal to 
the empire had a disaster at the same 
time occurred in Germany, for the 
government were absolutely without 
the means of replenishing any branch 
of the public service. But the battle 
of Austeriitz and the treaty of Press- 
burg operated like a charm in dispel- 
ling the panic : with the cessation of 
Continental war the demand for the 
precious metals immediately ceased; 
and the crisis was in fact over, when 
the return of the Emperor to the Tuile- 
ries entirely restored the public con- 
fidence. The danger, however, had 
been so pressing, that nothing but the 
instantaneous termination of the war 
could have averted it : and, by merely 



protracting the contest in Moravia for 
a few weeks, the Allies would infalli- 
bly have brought the French govern- 
ment to a national bankruptcy. 

12. Napoleon was highly indignant 
at these embarrassments, and fully ap- 
preciated the magnitude of the peril 
from which he had been extricated by 
the fortunate victory of 'Austeriitz.* 
Public opinion, as usual, followed the 
impulse set by its leaders; the im- 
prudent facility of M. de Mai'bois, the 
minister of finances, became the gen- 
eral object of reprobation, and the 
greatest wits of the capital exerted 
their talents in decrying his admims- 
tration.t The Emperor minutely scru- 
tinised tiie embarrassments of the bank 
and the ti'easury: it was found that 
the total deficit of the public contrac- 
tors to the government amounted to 
141,000,000 francs (£5,600,000), of 
which Ouvrard and V anlerbergh owed 
nearly two-thirds, and prosecutions 
were immediately ordered against all 
the defaultera, including M. Desprez, 
who were thrown into prison without 
distinction. Measures of the last se- 
verity were threatened against Ouv- 
rard and his partners, who were offered 
their choice between standing the 
chances of a criminal prosecution, and 
the immediate cession of all they pos- 
sessed. They preferred the latter, and 
in consequence that gigantic company 
was reduced to bankruptcy : but in the 
end nearly the whole deficit was re- 
covered tor the nation. The system 
of providing for the public service by 
means of contractors was shortly after 
abandoned : but a few years after, the 
government was under the necessity 
of resuming it : and Napoleon ulti- 
mately made the most ample amends 
to the injured M. de Marbois, by ap- 

* " Beaten," says Sarary, " in the depths 
of Moravia, deprived by inconceivable impru- 
dence of all the resouxoes on which he was 
entitled to calculate, he would have been 
wholly unable to repair his lossea^ and his 
ruin from that moment was inevitable.** — 
Savart, it 16L 

f The onbendinif firmness of M. de Mar- 
bois being mentioned in laudatory terms in 
presence of Madame de Btael, *'He/' said 
she, " is nothing but a willow painted to 
look like bronze."— Boub. vii 111. 
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pointiDg him president of the C^iamber 
of Accounts. 

13. In facty though it suited the in- 
terests of the Emperor to represent 
this alarming catastrophe as ezclusiTe- 
ly the result of the imprudent fodlity 
of the minister of finances, and the in- 
ordinate profusion of discounts by the 
bank, yet the eyil in reality lay a great 
deal deeper, and the crisis was, in fact 
occasioned by the Ticious system to 
which the extravagant expenditure of 
the imperial government had driven 
the finance ministers. Although the 
budgets annually presented since Na> 
poleon seized the government had ex* 
hibited the most littering aspect^ yet 
in reality they were in a great degree 
fictitious, and intended to conceal the 
distressed condition of the finances. 
The actual receipts of the treasury for 
the last five years had been a hundred 
millions of firancs below the annual ex- 
penses. In addition to this, thepayments 
of the finance minister required to be al- 
most all made in the course of each year ; 
while the period of his receipts for the 
same time, according to the established 
mode of collecting the revenue, extend- 
ed to eighteen months. Hence arose 
an indispensable neoessiiy for recourse 
to money-lenders, who advanced cash 
to the treasury, and received in return 
bills payable when the tardy receipts 
of the revenue might be expected to be 
realised. In this way, while the re- 
ceipts and expenditure, as exhibited in 
the budget annually presented to the 
Chambers, were nearly equal, there 
was in reality a most alarming deficit^ 
which was daily increasing ; and it was 
only by largely anticipating, by the 
discount of bills accepted by the trea- 
sury, the revenue of succeeding terms 
or years, that funds could be provided 
for the liquidation of the daily de- 
mands upon it. 

14. Recourse was at first had to the 
receivers-general of the departments to 
make these advances : and this system 
succeeded, though with some difficulty, 
during the comparatively eoonomi<»l 
years of 1808 and 1804. But the vast 
expenditure of 1805, occasioned partly 
by the equipment o{ the expedition at 
Boulogne, partly by the cost of the 



Austrian war, rendered these resources 
totally insufficient ; and it became ne- 
cessary to apply to greater capitalists, 
who, in anticipation of futui^ pay- 
ments, could afford to make the great 
advances required by government. M. 
de Marbois was thus driven by neces- 
sity to M. Onvrard and the company 
of the Indies, who were already the 
contractors for the supplies to tdmost 
all the forces, both by land and sea ; 
and thus became invested with the 
double character of creditor of the 
state for advances made on exchequer 
bills, and also for payment of the sup- 
plies furnished to the different branches 
of the public service. Thence the 
deep implication of this company with 
the transactions of government^ and 
the necessity of the Bank of France 
supporting, by extraordinary and lav- 
ish discounts, the credit of individu- 
als or associations, from whom alone 
government derived the funds requisite 
for its immense engagements. The 
monetary embaiTassments of 1806, 
therefore, like almost all others, were 
occasioned by an extravagant expendi- 
ture : but they arose not on the part 
of individuals, but of government ; 
the crisis was not commercial but po- 
litical 

15. Thence the singular and instruc- 
tive fact, that the whole inordinate 
discounts, of which Napoleon so loudly 
complained, were made not to indivi- 
duals engaged in private undertakings, 
but to the contractors for the public 
service. The root of the evil lay in 
the extravagant expenditure of the 
Emperor himself, which rendered the 
anticipation of futmre revenues indis- 
pensable, to a perilous extent, in every 
branch of government. He often 
boasted that he never had, and never 
would, issue government paper. This 
was quite true; but it was equally 
true, what he passed over, that his ex- 
penditure of a hundred millions of 
francs annually, beyond his income, 
drove all the government contractors 
to that perilous expedient. Consider* 
ed in this view, this financial crisLS was 
not a mere domestic embarrassment^ 
but an important event in the progress 
of the contest : it indicated the arrival 
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of the period when France, almost des- 
titute of capital from the confisca- 
tions of the Convention, and severely 
weakened in its national credit by the 
injustice committed during its rule, 
was unable from its own resources to 
obtain the funds requisite for carrying 
on the gigantic undertakings to which 
its ruler was driven in defence of its 
fortunes; and when foreign conquest 
and extraneous spoliation had become 
indispensable, not merely to give vent 
to the vehement passions, but to main- 
tain the costly government and repair 
the financial breaches occasioned by the 
Revolution. Napoleon, however much 
he was disposed to lay the fault, ac- 
cording to his usual system, on others, 
was in secret peifeotly aware of the 
perilous pass to which his financial 
a£Eairs had now been brought^ and, like 
Alexander, he trusted to his sword to 
cut the Qordian knot Marbois had 
long before represented to him the dan- 
ger of ** having for the bankers of the 
state those to whom its ministers were 
indebted ; " and Napoleon was so sen- 
sible of this, that he had expressed his 
resolution, in military fashion, to have 
M. Ouvrard arrested, and made to dis- 
goi^ge some of what he called his ill- 
gotten wealth, but he had never been 
able to emancipate himself from his 
influence.* 

16. The crisis of 1805, however, 
made decisive measures necessary. " I 
will have no alliance," said he, " be- 
tween the bank and the treasury. If 
such existed, a simple movement of the 
funds might reveal the most impor- 
tant state secrets. We cannot too 
soon sign a decree for the emancipa- 

* " Bourrienne,** said ho, In 1800, "my part 
is taken : I will cause M. OuTT&rd to be ar- 
rested."—" General," replied the secretary, 
"have you any prooft against him?"— 
"Proofs? What are required? He is a con- 
tractor, a scoundrel. He must be made to 
disgoiige. All ofhistrihe are villains. How 
do they make their fortunes ? At the public 
expanse. They have millions, and dirolay 
an insolent extravagance when the solmen 
are without shoes or bread. I will have no 
more of this." He was accordingly arrested 
and thrown into prison; but as there was 
no evidence whatever against him, he was 
speedily liberated, and soon, ftt>m his great 
c^)itat, regained all his former hifluenoe with 
the government— BouB. vii. 94, 96. 



tion of the treasury." The difficulty 
was, that the treasury had to pay every 
twelve months a hundred and twenty 
millions of francs (£4,800,000) more 
than it received, in consequence of the 
backwardness of all payments to the 
exchequer. To liquidate part of this 
debt, sixty millions (£2,400,000) were 
funded in the five per cents ; the capi- 
tal of the Bank of France was doubled ; 
and deposit banks, under the name of 
" caisses de service," where the receiv- 
ers-general of the revenue were invited 
to deposit the sums they had drawn 
as soon as they were received, and en- 
couraged to do so by being offered in- 
terest for all sums so deposited prior 
to the time when they were bound to 
make them forthcoming. By this 
means, the necessity of having recourse 
to paper credit to raise funds upon an- 
ticipated revenues was in a great mea- 
sure avoided, and the collection of the 
taxes conducted with much greater 
regularity than formerly. 

17. But these financial improve- 
ments, great as they were, did not 
strike at the root of the evil, which 
was a permanent expenditure by gov- 
ernment greatly beyond its incoma 
To cure this by means of loans, the 
well-known practice in Great Britain, 
was impossible in a country so ruined 
in its commercial relations and in- 
terests as France then was. The vic- 
tories of Ulm and Austerlitz provided 
the means of solving the ^fficulty. 
From the moment tiie grand army 
crossed the Rhine, it was fed, dothed, 
lodged, and paid at the expense of 
Germany.f On the 18th November, 
an edict of the Emperor directed the 
transmission of all funds to the Army 
of the North to cease ; and on the 18th 
of December a similar order was given 
in regard to the Army of Italy. Thus 

t From the castle of Louisberg in WUrtem- 
berg. Napoleon wrote, so early as 4th October 
1806, to the minister of finances at Paria— 
"The army maintains the most exact disci- 
pline; the country hardly feels the prescDce 
of the troops. We live here on Bens : I have 
noneedo/moMiffromfim.** These 3om were 
treasury bills, which were discharged by the 
French ^vemment out of the contribu- 
tions levied on the inhabitants, or the sums 
extracted fh>m the conquered conntoies.— > 
BlONON, V. 100. 
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the three principal armies of the Em- 
pire ceased to be any longer a chai^ 
npon its finances, and the tributary 
or conquered states bore the burden 
of the greater part of that enormous 
military force by which they were 
overawed or retained in subjectioa 
This system continued without inter- 
mission during the whole remainder of 
the reign of Napoleon ; and the budgets 
annually presented to the Chambers 
were in consequence, as the Duke de 
Qaeta, their principal compiler, him- 
self confesses, no true statement of the 
imperial expenses. They were delusive 
even in what concerned the domestic 
finances of France, by always exagger- 
ating the income and diminishing the 
expenditure; and, as concealing the 
greater part of the enormous contribu- 
tions levied by the aimy in the con- 
quered states, totally fallacious. 

18. The budget of France, for 1805, 
presented to the Chambers in February 
1806, accordingly exhibited a most 
deceptive picture of the national fin- 
ances ;* but even as it was, it showed 

* The receipts and expenditare exhibited 
were as follows : — 

BIOEIPTS. 



IMrecttaxes, . 
RegiBtratioA and 

8tainpfl» 
Customs, 
Lottery, 
Poat-omoeb 
BiXcise^ . 

Salt, 



811,649,196 

172.768.601 
62,735,918 
18,860,000 
10.000,000 
26.000,000 
8,000,000 



Total fimn Fiance^ 688,908,706 or £23,600,000 
from Italy, 80,000,000 „ 1,200,000 
from Germany 
and Holland, 100,000,000 „ 4,000,000 

Total, 718,998^706 „ 38,800,000 






XXPBNDITUBI. 

271,600,000 

140,000,000 

86^000,000 

69.140,000 

27.000.000 



Army, . 

Navy, 

Church, . 

Interest of debt. 

Civil list» . 

HinisterofFinanoe, 43,849,800 

of JuaUoe, 21,900.000 

of Interior, 29,600,000 

ofTreasury, 8,000,000 
„ ofPolioe, 700.000 
Miaoellaneous, . 20,766^880 

666,165,189 or £36,600,000 
—See Duo ds Oara, 804; Biohok, v. 102; 
PXJGBXT, 660. 
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an expenditure of 666,000,000 francs 
(£26,600,000), and an income of only 
589,000,000 francs (£23,600,000), the 
balance being made out by conloibu- 
tions levied from foreign states. But 
although Napoleon knew as well as 
any one the perilous nature of the 
crisis which the government had re- 
cently experienced, it was no part of his 
policy to peimit his subjects to share 
his disquietude, and he resolved to 
dazzle the world by a splendid expo- 
sition of the state of the Empire. The 
report drawn up by Champagny, mini- 
ster of the interior, contained a picture 
of the imperial dominions, which, from 
the magnitude of the victories it re- 
counted, and the splendour of the 
undertakings it commemorated, might 
well bear a comparison with Pliny's 
panegyric of Trajan. It represented 
the navigation of the Seine and the 
Saone as essentially improved; Ales- 
sandria assurrounded wiUi impregnable 
fortifications ; Genoa furnishing its 
sailors and naval resources to France ; 
Italy delivered from the presence of 
the English ; the sciences, the ai'ts, en- 
couraged ; the capital about to be 
adorned by the most splendid monu- 
ments; the Alps and the Apennines 
yielding to the force of scientific enter- 
prise, and the noble routes of the 
Simplon, Mont Cenis, the Comiche, 
and the Mont Gkn^vre, opening to 
loaded chariots a path amicUt hereto- 
fore impassable snows ; numberless 
bridges established over the Rhine, the 
Mouse, the Loire, the Saone, and the 
Rhone; harbours and wet-docks in a 
state of rapid construction in five-and- 
thirtv maritime cities; the works of 
Antwerp and Cherboui^ promising 
soon to rival the greatest naval estal? 
lishments of England. 

19. The exposition concluded with a 
rapid view of the advantages which 
France had derived from the successive 
coalitions which had been formed 
against its existence. ''The first co- 
alition, concluded by the treaty of 
Campo Formio, gave the Republic the 
frontier of the Rhine, and the states 
which now form the kingdom of Italy ; 
the second invested it with Piedmont ; 
the third united to itf federal system 
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Yenice and Naples. Let England be 
now convinced of its impotence, and 
not attempt a fourth coalition, even if 
subsequent events should render such 
A measure practicabl& The house of 
Naples has irrevocably lost its domin- 
ions; Russia owes the escape of its 
army solely to the capitulation which 
our generosity awarded: the Italian 
peninsula, as a whole, forms a part of 
the great Empire; the Emperor has 
guaranteed, as chief supreme, the sove- 
reigns and constitutions which com- 
pose its several parts." In the midst 
of these just subjects for exultation. 
Napoleon had not the moral courage 
to admit the terrible disaster of Tra- 
falgar. That decisive event was only 
alluded to in the following passage of 
his opening speech to the Chambers : 
— ''The tempests have made us lose 
some vessels after a combat impru- 
dently engaged in. I desire peace with 
England ; I shall not on my side retard 
its conclusion by au hour. I shall 
always be ready to terminate our dif- 
ferences on the footing of the treaty 
of Amiens." Thus, while the Neapo- 
litan dynasty, for merely making pre- 
parations for war, was declared to have 
ceased to reign, England, which had 
struck so decisive a blow at his mari- 
time strength, was invited to a pacifi- 
cation on terms of comparative equality 
— a striking instance of that resolution 
to crush the weak, and temporise, till 
the proper time arrived, with the 
powerful which formed so remaiiutble 
a feature of Napoleon's policy. 

20. The return of Napoleon to Paris 
was the signal for the commencement 
of magnificent public structures in that 
capitil. The municipality voted a 
monument to the Emperor and the 
Grand Army, which, after much hesita- 
tion as to tile design, it was at length 
resolved to make a Ixiumphal column, 
composed of the cannon taken in the 
Austrian campaign, surmounted by a 
statue in bronze of the Emperor. The 
design was speedily carried into e£Pect ; 
^re hundred Imperial guns, melted 
down and cast anew, assumed the 
mould of the principal actions of the 
campaign, which wound, like the basso- 
relievo on Trajan's pillar at Rome, to 



the summit of the structure, one hun- 
dred and twenty feet from the ground, 
where the statue of Napoleon, after- 
wards carried off by the Emperor Alez- 
andw as a trophy of victory to St 
Petersburg, was placed. Since the ac- 
cession of Louis Philippe, it has been 
replaced by an admirable bronze repre- 
sentation of the great conqueror hi his 
grey riding-coat> the dress which has 
become canonised in the minds of the 
French by the feelings of admiration, 
almost amounting to devotion, with 
which his memory is regarded. The 
standards taken from the enemy during 
the campaign — one hundred and twenty 
in number— were brought with great 
pomp through the streets of Paris on 
the 1st of January, and divided be- 
tween the senate^ the tribunate, the 
city of Palis, and the cathedral of 
Notre Dame. ** These standards," said 
the Ai'chbishop of Paris, when they 
were placed beneath the sacred roof, 
** will attest to our latest posterity the 
efforts made by Europe against us; 
the glorious deeds of our soldiers; the 
protection vouchsafed by heaven to 
France ; the prodigious success of our 
invincible Emperor, and the homage 
which he has rendered to Qod for his 
victories." The senate decreed that 
his birth-day should be one of the 
national fdtes. Magnificent I'ejoicings 
were projected by the Emperor to sig- 
nalise the return of the Grand Army 
to the capital; but they were adjourned, 
first on the account of the sojourning of 
the troops on the Austrian frontier, next 
from the menacing aspect of Prussia, 
and finally abandoned after the gloom 
and bloodshed of the Polish campaign. 
21. The ominous announcement, 
made from the depths of Moravia, that 
the dynasty of Naples had ceased to 
reign, was not long allowed to remain 
a dead letter. Maasena waa busily em- 
ployed, in January, in collecting his 
forces in the centre of Italy, and before 
the end of that month fifty thousand 
men, under the command of Joseph 
Buonaparte, had crossed the Pontifical 
States and entered the Neapolitan ter- 
ritory in three columns, which marched 
on Gaeta, Capua^ and Itri. Resistance 
was impossible; the feeble Russian 
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and English forces which had diaem- 
harked to support the Italian leyies^ 
finding the whole weight of the war 
likely to be directed against them, 
withdrew to Sicily ; the courts thunder- 
struck by the menacing proclamation 
of 27th December, speedily followed 
their example ; the goyemors of the 
cities first exposed to invasion hast- 
ened to appease the conqueror by sub- 
mission ; a futile attempt at negotia- 
tion by means of Prince St Theodore 
did not suspend for an instant the 
march of the victorious troops. In 
vain the intrepid Queen Caroline, who 
still remained at Naples, armed the 
lazzaroni, and sought to infuse into the 
troops a portion of her own indomit- 
able courage ; she was seconded by none. 
.Capua opened its gates ; Ghieta was in- 
vested ; the Campagna filled with the 
invaders ; she, vanquished but not sub- 
dued, compelled to yield to necessity, 
followed her timid consort to Sicily, 
and, on the 15th February, Naples be- 
held its future sovereign, Joseph Buona- 
parte, enter its walls. 

22. But although the capital was thus 
occupied by the invaders, and the reign- 
ing family had takoi refuge in the sea- 
girt shores of Sicily, the elements of 
resistance still existed in the Neapolitan 
dominions. The prince of Hease-Phil- 
ipsthal had the command of Ghketa, and 
he had inspired the garrison of eight 
thousand men which he commanded 
with a share of his own heroic resolu- 
tion. When summoned to capitulate, 
this gallant officer replied, that his 
honour would not permit him to lower 
his colours till the last extremity ; and 
the long resistance which he made, 
coupled with the natural strength of 
the place, which could be approached, 
like Gibraltar, only by a neck of land 
strongly fortified, inspired the Sicilian 
cabinet with the hope that something 
might yet be done for the deliverance 
of its Continental dominions. During 
the first tumult of invasion, the pea- 
santry of Calabria, in despair at the 
universal desertion of the kingdom, both 
by their government and its allies, sub- 
mitted to the enemy; and (General 
Reynier, with a considerable corps, in 
the outset experienced little resistance 



in his occupationof the principalstrong- 
holds of the country. But the protrac- 
tion of the si^e of Qaeta^ which occu- 
pied Massena with the principal army 
of the French, gave them time to re- 
cover from their consternation ; and 
the cruelty of the invaders, who put to 
death without mercy all the peasants 
who were found with arms in their 
hands, on the pretence that they were 
brigands, drove them to despair. A 
general insurrection took place in the 
beginning of March, and the peasants 
stood firm in more than one position. 
But they were unable to withstand the 
shock of the veterans of France, and in 
a decisive action in the plain of Campo- 
Tenese their tumultuary levies, though 
fifteen thousand strong, were entirely 
dispeiBed. The victorious Beynier 
penetrated even to R^ggio, and the 
standards of Napoleon waved on its 
towers, in Bight of the English videttes 
on the shores of Sicily. 

23. When hostilities had subsided^ 
Joseph repaired in person to the theatre 
of war, and sought, by deeds of charity, 
to alleviate its distresses, while his be- 
neficent mind contemplated great and 
important public works to ameliorate 
that savage and neglected district. He 
visited the towers of Reggio, admired 
the magnificent harbour of Tarentum, 
and had already formed the design of 
canals and roads to open up the se- 
questered mountains of Calabria In 
the midst of these truly princely pro- 
jects he received at Savigliano, the 
principal town of the province, the de- 
cree by which Napoleon created him 
king of the Two Sicilies. By so doing, 
however, he was declaimed not to lose 
his contingent right of succession to 
the throne of France; but the two 
crowns were never to be united. At 
the same time the states of Venice 
were definitely annexed to the king- 
dom of Italy, and that capital was to 
give his title to the eldest son of its 
sovereign. The beautiful Pauline, now 
married to Prince Borghese, received 
the duchy of Guastalla, subsequently 
united to the same dominions; the 
Princess Eliza was created Princess of 
Lucca Piombino; Murat was made 
Grand-duke of Berg, with a consider- 
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able territory : and the Emperor re- 
senred to himself twelve duchiee in 
Italy, of which six were in the Nea- 
politan dominions, which were be- 
stowed on the principal officers of his 
army. Thus, while he was elevating 
the members of his family to the 
neighbouring thrones, the military 
hero of the Revolution gave abundant 
indications of his design, by recon- 
structing the titles of honour which it 
had cost so much bloodshed to destroy, 
utterly to overturn its principles.* 

24. Events, however, soon occurred 
which showed the infant sovereign what 
an insecure tenure he had of his do- 
minions. Hardly had he returned to 
Naples to receive the congratulations 
of his new subjects, on his eleyation, 
when the island of Capri, the celebrated 
retreat of the Emperor Tiberius, whose 
romantic difis bound the horison to 
the south of the bay of Naples, was 
wrested from his power by an English 
detachment. Nothing but the gener- 
ous forbearance of the conmiander of 
the squadron, Sir Sidney Smith, saved 
Ms capital and palace from a bombard- 
ment amidst the festive Ught of an 
illumination. Shortly after, a still 
more serious disaster occurred in the 
southern provinces of his dominions, 
attended in tiie end with important 
efifects on the fortune of the war. En- 
couraged by the prolonged resistance 
of Gaeta, and the accounts which were 
brought from all quarters of the disaf- 
fection which prevailed in Calabria, the 

* "The interest of otir crown, "said Ni4X>- 
leon, " and the tranquillity of the continent 
of Europe, require that we should secure in 
a stable and definitive manner the fiite of the 
people of Naples and 8idly, fidlen into our 
power by the right of conquest, and fwming 
part of tju great empire— we therefore declare 
our well-beloved brother Joseph King of the 
two Sioiliea" By the same decree, Berthier 
was created Prince of Neufchfttel, which had 
been ceded by Prussia ; Talleyrand obtained, 
with the title of Prince of benevento, the 

J)rincipa]ity of the same name, which be- 
onged to the Pontifical States ; Benadotte 
became Prince of Ponteoorvo; Camboodrte 
and Lebrun, Dukes of Parma and Flaoentia. 
Substantial reservations in ikvour of the 
crown of France accompanied the creation 
of these inferior feudatonea ; a million yearly 
was reserved from the Neapolitan revenues 
to be distributed among the French soldiers." 
— Habix ix. 94, 06; Biohon, v. 131. 



English commandera in Sicily resolved 
upon an efifort by land and sea, with 
the double view of exciting an insur- 
rection on the one side of tiie capital, 
and relieving the fortress which so 
gallantly held out on the other. In 
the beginning of July an expedition 
set sail from Palermo, consisting of 
somewhat less than five thousand men, 
which landed in the Gulf of St Eu- 
phemia ; and the commander. Sir John 
Stuarty issued a proclamation calling 
on the Calabrians to repair to his stan- 
dard and unite their efforts to expel 
the intruding sovereign. Few or none 
however, of the peasantry appeared in 
arms ; no intelligenoe of more distant 
armaments was received, and the English 
general was beginning to hesitate whe- 
ther he should not re-embark his troops, 
when advices were received that Rey- 
nier, with a French force not greatly 
exceeding his own, was encamped at 
Maida, about ten miles distant. With 
equal judgment and resolution. Sir 
John Stuart immediately resolved to 
advance against his opponent; and if 
he could not expel the enemy from the 
Neapolitan territories, at least give the 
troops of the rival nations an oppor- 
tunity, so much longed for, of measur- 
ing their strength on a footing of com- 
parative equality. He moved forward 
his forces, accordingly, in quest of the 
enemy. On the 6th July die outposts 
of the two armies were within sight of 
each other, and both sides prepared for 
a decisive conflict on the following 
morning : the French never doubting 
that they would speedily drive the pre- 
sumptuous islanders into the sea ; the 
English anxious, but not apprehensive, 
that it would be found, in tiie hour of 
trial, that they had not degenerated 
from their ancestors of Bl^heim or 
Poictiers. 

25. When the English army arrived 
in sight, the corps of Reynier, consist- 
ing of five thousand infantry, six hun- 
dred cavalry, and a battery of horse- 
artillery, was strongly posted on a 
range of wooded heights which skirted 
the little plain stretching from their feet 
toward the sea; while theBritish bivou- 
ackingin that marshy and unhealthy ex- 
panse on the banks of the Amato, were 
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in a situation of all others the most ex- 
posed to the pestilential influences of 
the malaria, at that sultry season in 
full activity. But Reynier was inspired 
with a supercilious contempt for his 
opponents, with whom he had com- 
bated in Egypt, and the defeats from 
whom, there received, he had entirely 
ascribed, in his subsequent publication, 
to the errors of Qeneral Menou. He 
was encouraged, besides, by the arrival 
ef reinforcements in the night, which 
raised his forces to seven thousand five 
kundred men, and, resolving to leave 
nothing to the diseases of the climate, 
ke marched at once to the encounter. 
Hastily, therefore, he descended from 
the heights, crossed the sluggish stream, 
and advanced against the enemy. 

26. Surprised, but nothing dismayed, 
at the unexpected appearance offerees 
80 much more considerable than they 
had anticipated, the British troops 
awaited, with undiminished resolution, 
tke attack. Their right rested on the 
Amato, at the point where its^ lazy 
current falls into the sea ; the thicketjs 
and underwood which enveloped its 
mouth were filled with light troops, 
who kept up a destructive fire on uie 
assailants as they approached. Not- 
withstanding the heavy loss which 
they sustained in consequence, the 
French bravely advanced, and, impa- 
tient of victoiy, after a few volleys 
had been exchanged, rushed forward 
with the bayonet But they little knew 
the enemy with which they had now to 
deal. No sooner did the English righty 
consisting of the light companies of the 
26th, 27th, 85th, 58th, 61st, 81st, and 
85th regiments, perceive the levelled 
ftteel of their opponents, than they too 
advanced withloudcheersto the charge; 
the 1st light infantry, a famed French 
regiment, as gallantly pressed forward ; 
and the rival nations approached each 
other till their bayonets literally cross- 
ed. At that appaUing moment French 
enthusiasm sank before British intre- 
pidity ; their battalions broke and fled, 
but were instantly overtaken amidst 
deafening shouts, and assailed with 
such fury, that in a few minutes seven 
hundred lay dead on the spot, and a 
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thousand, including General Compare, 
were made prisoners. Taking advan- 
tage of this overthrow, the brigade 
under General Auckland, which was 
immediately to the left of the victori- 
ous right, also pressed forward, and 
drove the enemy in that quarter from 
the field of battle. Defeated thus in 
the centre and right, Reynier made an 
attempt with his cavalry, in which 
arm the British were totally deficient, 
to overwhelm the other flank. A roll- 
ing fire of musketry repelled them 
from the front of the line ; but their 
squadrons, rapidly wheeling round the 
immovable infantry, succeeded in turn- 
ing its left This movement might have 
yet retrieved the day, had not the 
French cavalry, in the midst of their 
advance, been assailed by a close and 
well-directed fire in flank from the 
20th regiment, which had that morn- 
ing landed, and came up most oppor- 
tunely at the decisive moment to take 
a part in the action. This unexpect- 
ed discharge totally disconcerted the 
horse, which fled in disorder from the 
field of battle ; and the enemy, routed 
at all points, withdrew his shattered 
battalions across the Amato, weakened 
by the loss of half their numbers.* 

27. The battle of Maida, though 
hardly noticed by the French nation 
amidst the blaze of Ulm and Auster- 
litz, had a most important effect upon 
the progress of the war. It is often by 
the feeUngs which it excites, and the 
moral impression with which it is at- 
tended, more than by its immediate 
results, or the numbers engaged on 
either side, that the importance of a 
victory is to be estimated. In this 
point of view, seldom was success 
more important than that thus achieved. 
True, the forces engaged were inconsi- 
derable, the scene remote, the pi*obable 
immediate advantages trifiing : but 
what mattered all that ? it was a duel 
between France and England, and 
France had succumbed in the conflict 

* The total loss of the British was only 44 
killed and 284 -wounded. The Duchess of 
Abrantes states the entire loss of the French 
at 6000 men.— D'Abrantes» ix. 136 ; and Sir 
J. Stuabt's Despatch, Ann, Jteg. 180^ 594. 

O 
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At last the riyal Btates had come into 
oaUiBion, on terms approaching to 
equality, and free from Ihe paralysing 
influence of lukewann or dubious 
alliea. The result had been decisive : 
the veterans of Napoleon had fled be- 
fore the British pteeL Indescribable 
was the national exultation at this 
l^orious resultw The disasters of the 
early years of the war were foigotten, 
or ascribed to their true cause, — 
general inexperience in the military 
art; confidence, the surest presage 
of victory, when guided by prudence, 
was transferred from the naval to the 
land service; and, reposing securely 
<m ike fights of Alexandria and Maida, 
all elasses openly expressed their ardenf' 
desire for an early opportunity of mea- 
BDzing the national strength on a 
great^ aeale with the conquerors of 
continental Europe. Publications be- 
gan to issue from the press which 
strongly ni^ed the adoption of a more 
manly syst^ of military policy,* and 
the descent <^ the British in large 
bodies on the shores of Qermany or 
Italy : the people no longer hesitated 
to speak of Creasy and Azincour. The 
British historian need entertain no 
fiaars of exaggerating the moral influ- 
ence of this success, even with so in- 
oonsiderable a forice. He will have 
oecasion to portray a similar result to 
the enemies of his country, firom the 
sacoesses of the Americans with, de- 
tached ships at the close of the war. 
Kapoleon was well aware of its impor- 
tance : he received the accounts of 
the defeat at Kaida with a degree of 
anguish which all his matchless powers 
of dissimidatioa could not conceaL 
'^ Sive tanta, sive minora victoria fuit^ 
ingens eo die res, ao nescio an maxima 
illo beUo, geeta sit ; non vinoi enim ab 
HannibalCy vinoentibus tunc diffloilius 
fdii^ quam poetea vincere."t 

* In parUoalar, Captain Pasleys able and 
eaovetfo tzeatise on the military poUov of 
Eoff land ; a work which had a powenul moat 
in direethig the public attention to this im- 
portant subject. 

t *' Be the victory great or small, a great 
affidr was achieved on that day, and I know 
not but the most important in the war. For 
not to be oonquerea by Hannibal, was then 
more difficult than afterwards to conquer." 
— LiVY, axiU. 16. 



28. But^ though productive in the 
endof themoet important consequences 
from the moral feelings which it in< 
spired, the victory of Maida was not 
attended at the moment with any dur- 
able results. In the first instance^ in- 
deed, considerable advantages were 
gained. Every town and fort along Ihe 
coast of Calabria fell into the hands of 
the victors. The whole artillery, stores^ 
and ammunition collected for the inva- 
sion of Sidly, wero taken or destroyed. 
The French forces made a precipitate 
retreat on all sides, and the insurrection 
spread like wildfire through the whole 
southern provinces of the Neapolitai^ 
dominions. A few days after, the town 
of Crotona, containing a thousand men» 
chiefly wounded, surrendered to the. 
insurgents. The detachments of the 
Frondi wero cut off on all sides, and 
massacred with savage cruelty by the 
peasantry, whose ferocity Qeneral Stu- 
art in vain endeavoured to appease, 
by a proclamation earnestly imploring 
them not to disgrace their cause by a 
deviation from ti^e usages of civilised 
warfiireu So general wero the losses, 
that Beynier wsa unable to stop his 
retroat till he reached the intrenched 
camp of Cassano, whero the junction 
of Verdiei^s division enabled his shat- 
tend army, weakened by the lose of 
eight thousand men, at length to make 
head against the enemy. 

29. These disasters might have been 
attended with important results upon 
the whole campaign in the Peninsula^ 
could Qaeta have held out till the com- 
bined English and Neapolitan foroes 
approadied its walls. But the progress 
of the siege^ and the vigour of Massena, 
who commanded the attacking army» 
rendered this impossible. After a gal- 
lant resistance, and the display of great 
skill on both sides, which rendered tbis 
si^ge one of the most memorable of the 
whole war, a practicable breach was 
effected in firont of the citadel, while a 
second, of smaller dimffl^Bioni^ was 
formed on its flank. Already a column 
of three thousand grenadiers was pre- 
pared for the assaultb Prince Hesse 
Philipstbal had some days beforo been 
mortally wounded by the burstuig of 
a sheU, and removed on board an ]&ig- 
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lish vessel to Sioily : his successor was 
not animated with his dauntless spirit; 
proposals of capitulation were made; 
and Massena, glad on any terms to ren* 
der his force disposable for still more 
pressing ezigenciesy granted them the 
most honourable conations.* The gar- 
rison, still seven thousand strongs 
marched out with the honours of war; 
and on the 18th July the French flag 
waved on its classic and almost im- 
pregnable battlements. 

80. The surrender of Qaeta, by ren- 
ding disposable the whole besieging 
force of Massena eighteen thousand 
strongs made the insurrection in Cala- 
bria hopeless, and the ulterior stay of 
the English army on the Neapolitan 
shores impossible. Sir John Stuart^ 
therefore, slowly bent his steps towards 
the straits of Messina; and at length, 
on the 5th September, after a residence 
of two months, the last detachments 
of the English embarked for Palermo, 
leaving of necessity, though on this oc- 
casion for the last time, the stain too 
often thrown on their arms, of exciting 
a people to resistance whom they sub- 
sequently abandoned to their invaders. 
MeanwhUe the advance of Massena, 
though stubbornly resisted and at- 
tended with great bloodshed, was a 
suoeession of triumphs. The insurgents 
stood their ground bravely at the ro- 
mantic defile of Lauria, so well known 
to travellers in Calabria, but were at 
length turned by the Monte Qaldo, and 
defeated with great slaughter. A gue- 
rilla warfare ensued, attended with 

* The pbTsical diffiealties experienced by 
the aaeaiiaucs in this memorable tiege were 
of the most formidable deaoription ; its de< 
taili^ which are IVilly given by General If a- 
thieu Dumai^ ore highlv interesting to the 
military reader. No leas than 120,000 cannon- 
shot and 22,000 bombs were fired by the gar- 
rison upon the besiegers before they return- 
ed a single gun : but when ^eir batteries 
were opened on the 10th July, the superiority 
of their fire became soon appareal-- Gaeta^ 
named after the nurse of .£neaa,t underwent 
a dei^erate siege from the Austriana in 1707, 
when it surrenaered only after a murderous 
assault by Marshal Daun. Thirty years after- 
wards it was besieged and taken when de* 
fended only by an insufficient ganiaon."— 
DmiAB, zv. 165, 170. 

t *'Ta qnoqiw UtoiitHianiMtrit, iBntU natrix, 
Jttvnam mortons SuniuB, Oii«l>» dtdliM." 

ViMn.U^iEU. 



savage cruelty on both sides. The 
stream of the Calore, which flowed 
thi'ough the theatre of the contest, de- 
scended to the sea chaxged with the 
bodies of the slain. But after several 
months of carnage, the French troops 
regained aU the ground they had occu- 
pied prior to the descent of the Eng- 
lish; and an amnesty, judiciously pub- 
lished by King Joseph, at length put 
a period to tlus sanguinary and hope- 
less contest, in which they lost by sick- 
ness and the sword little i3xort of fifteen 
thousand men. 

31. No monarchy in Europe stood 
more in need of reformation than that 
of Naples when Joseph took possessioii 
of its throne. The administration of 
justice, the regulation of the finances, 
the general poUce of the country, stood 
equally in need of improvement. Hence 
the remarkable fact, so common on the 
Continent, so rare in England, that the 
most democratically inclined of the 
whole community were those of the 
higher ranks who had travelled, or re- 
ceived the advantagea of a liberal edu- 
cation; while the supporters of the ar- 
bitrary government, and all the abuses 
following in its train, were to be found 
among &e rabble of the cities and the 
peasanti7 of the country. A state of 
things which, however at variance with 
what is generally prevalent in a con- 
stitutioned monarchy^ arises naturally 
from the feelings brought into action 
in such circumstances as here occurred, 
and has been since abundantly verified 
by the experience of the southern men* 
archies of Europe, when en>osed to re- 
volutionary convulsions. Joseph Buo- 
naparte, who was endowed by nature 
with an inquisitive and beneficent spi- 
rit, found ample room for, and soon 
effected, the most extensive ameliora- 
tions. Without conceding in an undue 
degree to the democratiQ spirit, he 
boldly introduced reforms into eveiy 
department The estates held by the 
nobles by a military tenure were de- 
prived of their unjust exemption from 
taxation; their castles, viUsgea, and 
vassals subjected to the common law 
of the realm ; the number of conventa 
was restricted; part of their estatea 
appropriated to the discharge of the 
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public debt) part devoted to the estab- 
liahment of schools in every province 
for the youth of both sexes. Aca- 
demies for instruction in the military 
art, in naval science, in drawing, a na- 
tional institute, and various other use- 
ful institutions, were established in the 
capitaL Roads, bridges, harbours, and 
canals, were undertaken or projected ; 
and a general spirit of activity was dif- 
fused by the energy of the government. 
Great part of these improvements have 
survived the ephemeral dynasty with 
which they originated, and constitute 
part of the lasting benefits induced in 
other countries by the disastrous wars 
of the French Revolution. 

32. The conquest of Naples and as- 
cent of the throne of the Two Sicilies 
by the brother of Napoleon was not 
the only usurpation which followed the 
peace of Pressburg. The old common- 
wealth of Holland was destined to re- 
ceive a master from the victorious Em- 
peror; while the republic of Venice, 
incorporated by the decree of 80th 
March with the kingdom of Italy, fur- 
nished a noblesse to surround and sup- 
port his throne. Since their conquest 
by the French, under the victorious 
arms of Pichegru, the Dutch had imi- 
formly shared in all the revolutionary 
convulsions of the parent republic; and 
the authority latterly conferred on the 
grand pensionary in 1805, had almost 
established among them a monarchical 
government. Meanwhile ^e misfor- 
iiunes of the state were unparalleled. 
Jts most valuable colonies had been 
•oonquered by the English, and were to 
jeiil appearance indefeasibly united to 
that absorbing power. The Cape of 
•Good Hope had become a ha]f-way 
bouse to their vast dominions in Ben- 
gal ; the island of Ceylon had recently 
been added to their possessions in the 
Indian Archipelago; and Surinam it- 
sself, the entrepot of the commercial 
Tiches of Holland in the eastern seas, 
had fallen into their hands. Their har- 
l:>ours were blockaded, their commerce 
ruined, their flag had disappeared from 
the ocean ; and the state, as usual at 
the close of revolutionary convulsions, 
had fallen under the despotic rule of 
ignoble men, whose tyranny over others 



was equalled only by their base adula- 
tion to the foreign rulers of the com- 
monwealth. The people, despairing of 
relief, and worn out by the exactions 
of obscure tyrants, in the election of 
whom the respectable classes had taken 
no share, were desirous of any change 
which promised a more stable and cre- 
ditable order of things. 

33. Encouraged by these dispositions. 
Napoleon resolved to place his brother 
Louis on the throne of Holland. With 
this view, a Dutch deputation, composed 
of persons entirely in his interest, was 
instructed to repair to Paris and de- 
mand his appointment. A treaty was 
soon concluded, which, on the preamble, 
** that it had been found by experience 
that the annual election of a chief ma- 
gistrate was the source of continual dis- 
cord, and that in the existing state of 
Europe a hereditary government could 
alone guarantee the independence and 
furnish securities to the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of the state," declared 
Louis king of Holland. A few days 
after, the new monarch was proclaimed, 
and issued a decree, in which he pro- 
mised to maintain the liberties of his 
people, whose independence was gua- 
ranteed by the Emperor. But the elu- 
sory nature of that independence was 
made painfully evident by the charac- 
teristic speech which Napoleon made 
to his brother on the occasion : — " Never 
cease to regai*d yourself as a French- 
man. The dignity of constable of the 
empire shall be reserved to you and 
your descendants. It will recall to your 
recollection the duties you have to dis- 
charge towards me, and the importance 
which I attach to the guardianship of 
the strong places which I intrust to 
you, and which compose the northern 
frontier of my states." 

34. At the same time, the incorpo- 
ration of the Venetian states with the 
kingdom of Italy afforded the Emperor 
an opportunity of laying the founda- 
tion of that territorial noblesse by 
which he hoped to add stability and 
lustre to his throne. Twelve military 
fiefs were created out of the ceded dis- 
tricts, which Napoleon reserved for 
the most distinguished of his marshals 
and ministers ; while a fifteenth of the 
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revenue which these states yielded to 
the treasury at Milan was set apart to 
form appanages suitable to those dig- 
nities. A revenue of one million two 
himdred thousand francs (£48,000) was 
on tills occasion set apart from the 
taxes of the kingdom of Italy, to form 
a fund out of which he was to recom- 
pense his soldiers, and which was soon 
divided among a great variety of claim- 
ants. Thus Napoleon was rendering the 
conquests of his arms not only the 
source of power to himself, but of 
emolument to his followers in every 
degree. 

35. The system upon which Napo- 
leon now openly entered, of placing 
his relations and family on the thrones 
of the adjoining kingdoms, and sur^ 
rounding France with a girdle, not of 
affiliated republics^ but of dependent 
dynasties, was not, as has been some- 
times imagined, a mere ebullition of 
personal vanity or imperial pride. It 
had its origin in profound principles of 
state policy, and a correct appreciation 
of the circumstances which had ele- 
vated him to the throne, and con- 
tinued to surround him when there. 
He clearly perceived that it was revo- 
lutionary passion, converted by his 
genius into the spirit for military con- 
quest, which had placed him on his 
present pinnacle of power, and that he 
was regjirded with a jealous eye by the 
old European dynasties, who both 
dreaded, from dear-bought experience, 
the fervour which had elevated him to 
the throne, and were averse to the prin- 
ciples which had overturned the ancient 
family. He felt that, of necessity, 
however disguised under the semblance 
of friendship, his hand was against 
every man, and every man's hand 
against him. This being the case, the 
only permanent bond of alliance to 
which he could trust was that which 
united him to his own family, and 
identified with his own the interests of 
inferior royalties, dependent on the pre- 
servation of his great parent diadem. 
" I felt my isolated position," says he, 
" and threw out on all sides anchors of 
safety into the ocean by which I was 
surrounded ; where could I so reason- 
ably look for support as in my own re- 



lations ? could I expect as much from 
sti*angers ? '* Such were the views of 
Napoleon ; and that^ situated cis he was, 
they were founded on reason, is per* 
fectly obvious. That the measures to 
which they led him, of displacing the 
adjoining monarchs, and seating on 
their thrones the members of his own 
family, were calculated to excite in the 
highest degree the jealousy and hosti* 
lity of the other Continental powers, 
and thus had a powerful influence in. 
producing his ultimate overthrow, is 
indeed equally certain. But these con- 
siderations afford no ground for im- 
peaching the soundness of the prin> 
ciples by which his conduct was regu- 
lated. They show only that he was 
placed in circumstances which requir- 
ed a hazardous game to be played; and 
add another to the many illustrations 
which the history of this eventful 
period exhibits of the eternal truth, 
that those who owe their elevation to 
revolutionary passion, whatever form 
it may have assumed, are driven on 
before a devouring flame, more fatal 
in the end to those who are impelled 
by, than to those who resist its fury.* 

36. On the same day on which a 
king was given by the French Emperor 
to the United Provinces, an ambassa- 
dor arrived from the Grand Signior, 
who came to congratulate him on his ac- 
cession to the imperial dignity. He was 
received with the utmost condescen- 
sion ; and the words used by Napoleon 
on the occasion ai'e well worthy of 
being recorded, when taken in con- 
junction with his subsequent conduct 
to that power by the treaty of Tilsit. 
" Everything," said he, " that can hap- 
pen, either of good or bad fortune, to 
the Ottomans, will be considered in 
the same light by France. Have the 
goodness, M. Ambassador, to transmit 
these words to Sultan Selim. Let 
him ever recollect that my enemies, 
who are also his own, may one day 
peneti'ate to his capital He never csa 
have any cause of apprehension from 

» "The truth is," said Napoleon, "that I 
-was never master of my own movements— I 
was never altogether my own. I was always 

fovemed by circumstances." — ^Las Cases, vii. 
24, }25. 



214 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[chap. XtIL 



me : united to my throne he need fear 
nothing from his enemies." Within a 
year tStet these words were spoken, 
iT'apoleon ngned on the Niemen a 
treaty with Russia for the partition of 
the whole Turkish tetxitorieft in Eu- 
rope. 

87. But while fortune seemed thus 
lavishing her choioest gifts on Napo- 
leon by land, and the dynasties of Eu- 
rope were melting away before his 
breath, disaster, withequally unvaiying 
course, was attending all his maritime 
operations, and the sceptre of the ocean 
had irrevocably passed into the hands 
of his enemies. The victory of Tra- 
fUgar, with the subsequent achieve- 
ment of Sir Richard Straohan, had 
almost entirely destroyed the great 
combined fleet which under Yilleneuve 
had issued from Cadiz : but the squa- 
drons of Rochefort and Brest, upon the 
co-operation of which Napoleon had so 
foncQy calculated, still existed ; and he 
was not yet suffidently humbled by 
disaster to renounce altogether the 
hope of deriving some advantage from 
their services. He resolved to employ 
the remainder of his naval forces, not 
in regular battles with the English 
fleet, but in detached operations in 
smaller armaments, against their re- 
mote colonies or merchant vessels. 
Half the Brest squadron, consisting of 
eleven line-of -battle ships, was victual- 
led for six months ; and in the middle 
of December, when the Channel fleet 
was blown off the station by violent 
winds, they stood out to sea, and shortly 
after divided into two squadrons. The 
-firsts under Admiral LeiE»egues, con- 
sisting of Ave ships of the line and two 
frigates, was destined to carry out suc- 
cours to St Domingo; while the se- 
cond, under Willaumez, embracing six 
ships of the line and two frigates, re- 
ceived orders to make for the Cape of 
Good Hope, and do as much injury as 
possible to the English homeward- 
bound merchant fleets. But a cruel 
destiny awaited both squadrons, which 
nearly annihilated the enemy's remain- 
ing naval force, and almost closed the 
long series of British maritime tri- 
umphs during the war. 

88. Admiral Leissegues arrived with- 



out any accident at St Domingo, and 
disembarked his troops and stores ; but 
the damage he had experienced firom 
the wintry storms during the passage, 
of the Atlantic rendered some repairs 
necessary, which were undertaken in 
the open roadstead of that harbour. 
The imprudent security which had 
dictated that resolution was soon se- 
verely punished. On the 6th February 
Admiral Duckworth, who had been de- 
tached from the blockading squadron 
before Cadiz in pursuit of the enemy, 
hove in sight with seven ships of the 
line and four frigates. Four of the 
English ships engaged each a single 
adversary, while the three others united 
against the Imperial, a splendid vessel 
of a hundred and thirty guns, which 
bore the Admiral's flag, and was equal 
to the encounter of any two of its op- 
ponents. So unequal a contest as that 
with three, however, could not be of 
long endurance. Notwithstanding all 
their efforts to escape, the French squa- 
dron were overtaken and brought to 
close action: a desperate conflict of 
two hours ensued, which terminated 
in the whole of their line-of-battle ships 
being taken or destroyed ; three having 
struck their colours, and two, includ- 
ing the superb Imperial, being driven 
ashore and burned. The frigates stood 
out to sea during the confusion of this 
murderous engagement, and escaped. 
Nothing could exceed the gallantry 
with which the French in all their ships 
stood to their guns : on board the thiee 
taken alone, the killed and wounded were 
no less than 760 ; while the total loss 
of the British was only 64 killed, and 
294 wounded. The Imperial, befoi*Q it 
ran ashore, had seen five himdred of its 
bravest sailors mowed down by the ir- 
resistible fire of the English vessels. 

39. Though not overtaken by so 
overwhelming a disaster, the cruize of 
Admiral Willaumez, with the remainder 
of the Brest fleet, was in the end nearly 
as calamitous. Having received intel- 
ligence, when he approached the Cape, 
of the capture of that settlement by the 
British, he stood over for Brazil, where 
he watered and revictualled at Bahia, 
and moved northward towards the 
West Indies, in hopes of falling in 
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with the homeward-bound Jam&ica 
fleet Thither he was tracked by Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, with- four sail of 
the line, who, though not in sufficient 
gtarength to risk an engagement^ follow- 
ed him at a distance, and, by means of 
his look-out frigates, observed all his 
movements. On the 12th July, Sir 
John Borlase Warren arrived from 
England at Barbadoee. Eh squadron 
had been fitted out and p^ormed the. 
voyage with unexampled rapidity, 
having left Spilhead only on the 4th 
June : Sir Bichaid Stradum soon after 
made his appearance wilh a second 
fleet in the same latitude; while a 
third, Under Admiral Louis, put to 
sea in the end of August, to inter- 
cept the return of the French. As 
it was now evident that the atten- 
tion of the English government veas 
fdUy fixed on this squadron, the last 
which the enemy had at sea, the most 
serious apprehensions began to pervade 
ihe French that they would share the 
fBtte of their comrades on the coast of 
St Domingo ; and under the influence of 
these feelings the Veteran, of seventy- 
four guns, commanded by Jerome 
Buoni^arte, separated from the rest 
of the squadron, and without any 
orders stood away in the night of the 
80th July for Frfmce. Discouraged by 
Ihis defection, and perceiving no possi- 
bility of maintaining his position, Wil- 
laumez saw no resource but to make 
flail for the first friendly harbour in 
Europe. In doing so, however, he was 
assailed by a furious tempest, whidi 
totally dispersed his fleet The Foud- 
royant, severely disabled, with diffi- 
cuLty reached the Havannah, pursued 
by Uie Englidi frigate Anson, under 
the very guns of the Moro Castle ; the 
Impetueux was standing in for the 
-Chesapeake, when she was descried 
by Sir Bichard Stra<^an'8 squadron, 
driven ashore and burned, her cxew 
being made prisoners; two other 
Beventy-fours were destroyed by i^e 
English in the same bay ; the Cassard 
alone, which was supposed to have 
foundered at sea, regained Brest about 
the middle of October in the most de- 
plorable condition. Jerome Buona- 
parte, in the Veteran, made a rich 



prize in returning to Europe; butt 
chased by some E^hsh vessels when 
he reached the bay of Biscay, he was 
obliged to let go bis booly, and after a 
hard run on^ reached the coast of 
France by steering his vessd ashore 
under the batteries of the little harbour 
of Concameau, where she waa aban- 
doned, but the crew and guns got into 
safety. 

40. The squadron under Admiral 
Linois, which had «o long waadez«d 
almost unmolested in the Indian Ocean, 
and done very great damage to our 
commerce in diie East, after its inglo- 
rious repulse by IJhe China mercantile 
fle^, oi -which an account has already 
been given, [Ante, Chap, xxrrn. § 2^ 
made an attack on the Centurion, 
fifty guns, and two English merchant- 
men, in the bay of Vizigapatam. But 
though they took one of the merchant- 
men, and drove the other mi shore, 
they could make no impression on ihe 
line -of -battle ship, which, with un- 
daunted resolution, bore up against 
triple odds, and at length succeeded 
in r^ulsing the enemy. Finding tiiat 
the Cape of Good Hope had been 
conquerod by the British, Linois re- 
luctantly bent his steps homevrard, and 
had reached the European latitudes, 
when he fell in the night into the 
middle of Sir John Borlase Warren's 
squadron, and after a short action 
was taken, with the If arsngo of eighty, 
and the Belle Poule of forty g^ns. 
Next day, five large frigates, vrith 
troops on board bound for the West 
Indies, were met at sea by a British 
squadron under Sir Samuel Hood, and, 
after a running fight of several hours, 
four out of the five were captured. 
The only division of the enemy at sea 
at that period which escaped destruc- 
tion was the Rochefort squadron, under 
Admiral Lallemand, which had the 
good fortune not to fall in vriUi any of 
the British fleets, and at length, idfter 
a eruise of six months, regained its 
harbour, having made eight htmdred 
prisoners from merchant vess^ in 
the course of its voyage. From its 
singular good fortune in eluding the 
pursuit of all the fleets sent in search 
of it by the Britii^ government, Lai- 



216 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[CHAF. ZLK. 



lemand's was called by the English 
sfdlors the Invisible Squadron. He 
had the fortune to meet and capture 
the Calcutta of fifty guns, which, while 
convoying some merchantmen, fell in- 
to the middle of his fleet of four liue- 
of-battle ships, and surrendered after 
a gallant resistance; and his safe re- 
turn was celebrated as a real triumph 
by the French, who in those disas- 
trous days accounted an escape from 
the enemy at sea as equivalent to a 
victory. 

41. These maritime transactions con- 
duct us to an important epoch in the 
war — that in wMch the French and 
Spanish navies were totally destbot- 
BD, and the English fleets by general 
consent, had attained to univbrsal 
DOMiNioir. There is something solemn, 
and apparently providential, in this ex- 
traordinary ascendancy acquired on 
that element by a single power. No- 
thing approaching to it had occurred 
since the fall of the Roman empire. 
Napoleon afterwards acquired impor- 
tant additions of maritime strei^^ 
The fleets of Russia, the galleys of 
Turkey, the important harbours of 
Denmark, were put at his disposal ; but 
he never again ventured on naval en- 
terprises ; and, with the exception of 
an unhappy sortie of the Brest fleet, 
which was soon terminated by the 
flames of Basque Roads, no sea-fight 
of any moment occurred to the contu- 
sion of the war. Fearless and unre- 
sisted, the English fleets thencefor- 
ward navigated the ocean in every 
part of the globe, transporting troops, 
convoying merchantmen, blockading 
ports, with as much security as if 
they had been traversing an inland 
sea of the British dominions. Band- 
ed Europe did not venture to leave its 
harbours. All apprehensions of inva- 
sion disappeared; and England, re- 
lieved alike from danger of domestic 
warfare and of colonial embarrass- 
ment, was enabled to direct her undi- 
vided attention to land operations, and 
launch forth her legions in that cai'eer 
of glory which has immortalised the 
name of Wellington. 

42. It was not thus at the commence- 
ment of the struggle, nor had it been 



thus in the preceding war. The mild 
and pacific Louis XVI. had nursed up 
the French marine to an unfarecedent- 
ed pitch of power. The Fi'ench and 
Spanish fleets had ridden triumphant 
in the Channel. Gibraltar had been 
revictualled in presence of superior 
forces only by the admirable skill of 
Admiral Howe; and more than onco 
it had seemed for a moment doubtful 
whether the ancient naval greatness <^ 
England was not about to yield to the 
rising star of the Bourbons. Whem 
the war broke out, Louis bequeathed 
to the Convention a gallant fleet of 
eighty ships of the line, and a splendid 
colony in St Domingo, which equalled 
all the other sugar islands of the world 
put together. But revolutionary cou- 
vulsions, however formidable in the 
creation of a military, can never pro- 
duce a naval power. The insanity of 
Brissot and the society of Les Amis 
des Noil's cut ofif the right arm of the 
maritime strength of France by the 
destruction of St Domingo ; the con- 
fiscations of the Convention utterly 
ruined her commercial wealth; the 
blockade of her harbours deprived her 
of the only means of acquiring naval 
experience. One disaster followed 
another, till not only her own fleets 
were destroyed, but the navies of all 
Europe were so utterly paralysed, that 
the English flag alone appeared on the 
ocean, and the monardi whose will 
was obeyed from Gibraltar to the 
North Cape, and from the Ural Moun- 
tains to the Atlantic Ocean, did not 
venture to combat the sloops which 
daily insulted him in his hai*bours. 

43. This astonishing result led to a 
total change in the weapons by which 
Napoleon thereafter combated Great 
Britain, and impelled him into that in- 
satiable career of conquest which ulti- 
mately occasioned his ruin. He at 
once perceived that it was in vain, at 
least for a very considerable time^ 
to make any attempt to withstand the 
English at sea, and that the prospect 
of ultimately rivalling their power oa 
that element could only be entertained 
after a costiy construction of ships of 
war, during a long course of years, ia 
all the harbours of Europe. Abaa* 
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doning, therefore, all idea of renewing 
any maritime contest, till his prepa- 
rations, everywhere set on foot, for the 
formation of a navy were completed, 
he turned his mind to the conversion 
of his power at land to such a course 
of policy as might strike at the root of 
the commercial greatness of England. 
Thence the Continental System, 
based on the project of totally exclud- 
ing British goods and manufactures 
from all the European monarchies, 
which required for its completion the 
concurrence of all the Continental 
powers, which could everywhere be 
enforced only by the most rigid police, 
and could succeed only through the 
intervention of universal dominion. 
From the moment that this ruling 
principle obtained possession of his 
mind, the conquest of Europe, or at 
least the subjection of all its govern- 
ments to his control, became a matter 
of necessity; for, if any considerable 
state were left out, the barrier would 
be incomplete, and through the chasm 
thus left in the defences, the enemy 
would speedily find an entrance. The 
termination of the maritime war, there- 
fore, is not only an era of the highest 
importance, with reference to the sepa- 
rate interests of England, but it is 
the conmiencement of that important 
change in the system of Continental 
warfare which necessarily brought Na- 
poleon to the alternative of universal 
dominion or total ruin. 

44. Doubtless the highest praise is 
due to the long line of brave and illua- 
triouB men, who, during a series of 
ages, reared up the astonishing mari- 
time power of England. It was not, 
like the empires of Napoleon or Alex- 
ander, constructed in a single lifetime ; 
nor did it fall with the fortunes of the 
heroes who gave it birth. It grew, on 
the contrary, like the Roman power, 
through a long succession of ages, and 
survived the death of the most re- 
nowned chiefs who had contributed to 
its splendour. So early as the time of 
Edward III. the Engliidi navy had in- 
flicted a dreadful wound on that of 
France ; thirty thousand of the van- 
quished had fallen in a single engage- 
ment; and the victory of Sluys equal- 



led in magnitude and importance, 
though, from the frequency of subse- 
quent naval triumphs, it has not at- 
tained equal celebrity with, those of 
Cressy and Azincour. The freebom 
intrepidity of Blake, tiie fire of Essex, 
the dauntless valour of Hawke, contri- 
buted to cement the mighty fabria 
It grew and hardened with every effort 
made for its overthrow. The power 
of Louis XIV., the genius of Napo- 
leon, were alike shattered against its 
strength ; the victories of La Hogue 
and Trafalgar equally bridled, at the 
distance of a century from eadi other, 
the two most powerful monarchs of 
Europe ; and the genius of Nelson only 
put the keystone in the arch which al^ 
ready spanned the globe. The world 
had never seen such a body of seamen 
as those of England during the revolur- 
tionary war. Dauntless to their ene* 
mies, yet submissive to their chiefis — 
brave in action, yet cool in danger — 
impetuous in assault, yet patient in de- 
fence-— capable of the utmost efforts 
of patriotic devotion, yet attentive to> 
the most minute points of naval disci- 
pline — submissive to orders equally 
when facing the muzzles of an enemy's 
broadside, or braving the storms of tiie- 
northem ocean — capable of enduring 
alike the vertical rays of the torrid 
zone, or the frozen severity of an arctio- 
winter — cherishing, amidst the irregu/- 
larities of naval life, the warmth of 
domestic affection; and nursing, amidst 
the solitude of the waves, the ennobling 
sentiments of religious duty. By such 
virtues, not a transient, but an endor^ 
ing fabric is formed. It is by such 
fortitude that a lasting impression on 
human affairs is produced. 

45. But amidst all our admiration 
of the character of the British navy, 
destined to rival in the annals of the 
world the celebrity of the Roman le- 
gions, we must not omit to pay a just 
tribute to the memory of their gallant 
and unfortunate, but not on that ac^ 
count less estimable antagonists. In 
the long and arduous struggle which 
for three centuries the French navy 
maintained with the English, they were 
called to the exercise of qualities not 
less worthy of admiration. Theirs was 
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the courage which can resolutely ad- 
yance, not to Tictory, but defeat ; the 
heroism which knows how to encoun- 
ter not only danger but obloquy; which 
can long and bravely maintoin a sink- 
ing oausCj uncheereid by one ray of 
public sympathy ; which, under a sense 
of duty, can return to a combat in 
which disaster only can be anticipated ; 
and sacrifice not only life, but reputa- 
tion, in the cause of a country which 
bestowed on success alone the smiles 
of general favour. Napoleon constantly 
lamented that his admirals, though 
personally brave, wanted the skilM 
combination, the daring energy, which 
distinguished the leaders of his hmd 
forces, and gave the English admirals 
•such astoni^iing triumphs. But had 
he possessed more candour, or been 
more tolerant of misfortune, he would 
have seen that such daring can be ac- 
quired only in the school of victory; 
tiiat^ as self-confidence is its soul, so 
despondence is its ruin; that the vehe- 
ment bursts of anger with which he 
visited the leaders under whom dis- 
asters at sea had been incurred, was 
the chief cause of this nervous dread 
of responsibility ; and that, in reality, 
the admirals who encountered not only 
danger but disgrace in combating the 
arms of Nelson, were often more wor- 
thy of admiration than those who led 
his land forces to certain victory at 
Austerlitz or Jena. 

46. As the English navy has thus 
risen by slow degrees to universal do- 
minion, so the analogy of history leads 
to the conclusion, that great and dur- 
able results are to be produced by its 
agency. And without presuming to 
scan too minutely the designs of Fro^ 
vidence, in which we are merely blind 
though free agents, it may not be going 
too far to assert, that the ultimate 
object for which this vast power was 
created, is already conspicuous. The 
Roman legions bequeathed to the world 
the legacy of modem Europe ; its em- 
pires and monarchies are but provinces 
of their dominion, regenerated by the 
fierce energy of northern valour. The 
English navy will transmit to mankind 
the still more glorious inheritance of 
Tntfisa tl a nt io and AustraUaa greatness. 



A new woild has been peopled by itsde^ 
Bcendants, and embued wi1& its spirit: 
freedom, tempered by power, will fol« 
low in its footsteps : more dosely than 
it did the march of the Roman legions 
wiU the career of civilisation foQow the 
British flag. The era is fiist approach*- 
ing in tius narrative, when another 
power, equally slow in its growth^ 
equally permanent in its progress, will 
come before us, arising to greatness in 
the east of Europe. The Gross is in* 
scribed on its banners: Woe to the 
Crescent 1 is the watdi-oy of its people; 
and while the brilliant meteor of Napo^ 
leon, rising on the fleeting ascendant 
of passion and crime, is extinguished 
in blood, these two colossal empires, ir- 
resistible, the one by sea and the c/ibst 
by land, will each lay the foundations 
of the spread of Christianity through 
half the globe. 

47. These defeats of the French naval 
squadrons were not the only maritinte 
operations of this year. Before Mr 
Fitt/s death, he had prepared an expe» 
dition, under Sir David Baird, consisV 
ing of five thousand men, for the re- 
duction of the Cape of Gbod Hope, the 
naval armament being under the dire<^ 
tion of Sir Home Popham. On the 4tii 
Januaiy 1806, the whole reached Table 
Bay ; but the violence of tiie suif pr&> 
eluding the possibility of disembarking 
in that quarter, they were obliged to 
land in Leopard Bay, from whence 
they moved immediately towards the 
capital On the 8th they came up with 
the Dutch forces, five thousand strong, 
chiefly cavalry, in battle array, upon 
an elevated plateau which the road 
crossed on the summit of the Hue 
Hotmtains. The Hollanders stood seve*> 
ral discharges without flinching; but 
no sooner were preparations made for 
charging wi1& iSie bayonet^ than they 
broke and fled, leaving seven hundred 
killed and wounded on the field of 
battle; while the loss of the victMS 
was only two hundred and twelve. 
This action decided the fate of the co- 
lony : Cape Town surrendered; GMneral 
Jansens, who had retired with three 
thousand men towards the Hottentot 
countiy, was induced by an honour- 
able capitulation, which provided for 
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his safe rcitani to Eaiopo with all ita 
foTtOB, to abaadcm a hopekBB oontest; 
and witiiiii oght dayu ftt>m the time 
when the troops wete &«t landed, the 
British flag waved on aU the forts, and 
this Tahubk oolony waa pennancntty 
annexed to the Britidi dominionB. 

48. This weU-ooncertsd ent«^E«iBe 
«ddecL Ml important settlement to the 
British eoienial girdle, whi<& already 
almost eneocled the earth: but the 
iiMsOily with which it was adiiered, in- 
spired the commaadera with an over- 
weening confidence^ which ultimately 
led to serieos disastora. Sir Home 
Popham had at a fbrmer period been 
privy to certain derigns of Mr Pitt 
for operations in concert with General 
Miran^ in S<nith America, and had 
even been appointed, in December 
1804) to tiie Dukdeoa of sixty-fooo' gana, 
^ for the porpoM of co-operating with 
iQenend Miranda, to tiie extent of tak- 
ing advantage of any of his proceed- 
ings which might tend towturds onr 
Jtttaining a pomon on the continent 
of Soni^ America fiivourable to the 
trade of this couOBtry." Tbia Men- 
tion, however, had been afterwards 
abandoned, or at least suspended, in 
«onseqaenoe of the tcrgent remon- 
stranoes of Russia against any such re- 
mote emj^oyment of the Brituih forces ; 
and when he airived at the Cape, Sir 
Home had no authority, express or 
implied, to employ any part of the 
forces under his command on any other 
expedition. But his ardent imagina- 
tion had been strongly impressed by 
the brilliant residts, both to tiie nation 
and the officers en^^iged in the service, 
which might arise from such a desti- 
nation of part of the force which had 
effected the reduction of the €ape of 
Oood Hope; and having persuaded Sir 
David Baird, the governor of that set- 
tlement, to a certain extent to enter 
into his views, he set sail in the begin- 
ning of April from Table Bay, taldng 
wi£ him the whole naval foi*ce imder 
his command, and fifteen hundred land 
troops. Witii these, and two com- 
panies whidi he had the address to 
procnue from St Helena, he steered 
straight for the mouth of the Rio de la 
Plata. 



49. The expedition reachedtheneigh- 
booriiood of Buenos Ayres on the 24th 
June, and the troops were immediatdy 
disembarked. General Beresfoid, who 
commanded the land forces, at once 
prooeeded against that town, while 
the naval forces distracted the atten- 
tion of the enemy, by threatening 
Monte Video, where tiie principal re- 
gular forces were collected. Buenos 
Ayies, chiefly defended by militia, was 
unalde to withstand the energetic at- 
tack of tlie invaders ; and the capitu- 
lation was soon concluded, which gua- 
ranteed private property — a stipulation 
whiidi tiie English commandens reti- 
gionsly observed, though cargoes of 
great value were lying afloat on the 
river, and might, by the esteblished 
usages of war, have been declared good 
prise. But pubUo stores to a great 
amount fell into the hands of the vic- 
tors ; of which 1,200,000 dollars were 
fiirthwith forwarded to government, 
while quidcsilver to double the amount 
was seised for the benefit of the cap- 
tors. 

60. Government were extremely em- 
barrassed how to act when intelligence 
of this unlooked-for success reached tiie 
British Islands. Not that they felt any 
doubt as to the inexpedience and un- 
happy tendency of the enterprise ; for, 
on the first information that the ex- 
pedition was in contemplation, they 
had despatohed orders to countermand 
its sailing; which unhappily arrived 
too late to put a stop to its progress. 
But they were unable to stem or mode- 
rate the delirium of joy which pervaded 
the minds of the mercantile dasses on 
receipt of the despatehes. The Eng- 
lish, subject beyond any other people, 
peihaps, of whom history makes men- 
tion, to periodical, though fortunately 
not very lasting, fits of insanity, were 
suddenly seized with the most immo- 
derate transports. Boundless fields of 
wealth, it was thought, were opened, 
endless markete for the produce of 
manufacturing industry discovered ; 
and those fabled regions which formed 
the Eldoi-ado of Sir Walter Raleigh, 
appeared about to pour their inex- 
haustible treasures into the British 
Islands. Under the infiuenoe of these 
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liighly excited feelings, eveiy principle 
of reason, eveiy suggestion of sense, 
every consideration of policy, every 
lesson of experience, was swept away : 
speculations the most extravagant were 
entered into, projects the most insen- 
sate formed, expectations the most 
ridiculous entertained ; and govern- 
ment^ unable to withstand the torrent, 
were obliged to dissemble their real 
feelings, and give a certain counte- 
nance to ideas which could be fraught 
only with ruin to all who acted upon 
them. 

51. But long before the cabinet of 
St James's were either required to 
come to a resolution in what manner 
they were to act in regard to their new 
acquisition, or the boundless consign- 
ments which were in preparation could 
have crossed the Atlantic, the conquest 
itself had returned to the government 
of its former masters. Ashamed of 
their defeat by a handful of foreigners, 
and recovered from the consternation 
which the unwonted occurrence of an 
invasion had at first produced, the 
Spaniards began to entertain serious 
thoughts of expelling the intruders. 
An insuiTection was secretiy organised 
in the city of Buenos Ayres, almost 
under the eyes of the English com- 
manders, without their being aware of 
what was going forward. The militia 
of the surrounding districts were as- 
sembled; Colonel Lini^res, a French 
officer in the Spanish service, favoured 
by a thick fog, succeeded in crossing 
over from Monte Video at the head of 
a thousand regular troops ; and on the 
4th August the small English garrison, 
assailed by several thousand men from 
without, found itself menaced with in- 
suiTection within the city. The state 
of the weather rendered embarkation 
impossible; a desperate conflict en- 
sued in the town ; and the English 
troops, after sustaining for several 
horn's an unequal conflict with the 
enemy, in greatly superior force in the 
streets, and a still more deadly be- 
cause unseen foe in the windows and 
on the roofs of houses, were obliged to 
capitulate. The terms of the surren- 
der were afterwards violated by the 
Spaniaixle, and the whole remaining 



troops, thirteen hundred in number, 
made prisoners of war, after having 
lost nearly two hundred in killed and 
wounded. Sir Home Popham, th& 
author of these calamiti^, sncceededl 
in making his escape with the squadr- 
ron, and cast anchor off the moutii of 
the river, where he maintained a block- 
ade till reinforcements enabled the 
British to resume the offensive, attend- 
ed, in the end, with still more unforta* 
nate circumstances in the succeeding 
year. General Siiranda, whose pro- 
jects against South America had been 
the remote cause of all these disasters^ 
disappointed in his expectations of 
assistance both from the British and 
American governments, set sail fron» 
New York at the head of a most in- 
adequate force of one sloop and two 
schooners ; and after undergoing many 
hardships, and landing on the Spanish 
main, was obliged to re-embark and 
make the best of his way back to Tri- 
nidad. 

52. Differences at this period arosfr, 
which threatened to involve the British 
government in a far more serious con* 
test with the United States of North 
America. They originated in griev- 
ances which unquestionably gave th» 
Americans much ground for complaint^ 
although no fault could be imputed t» 
the English maritime policy ; and they 
were the necessary result of their hav- 
ing engrossed a Luge portion of th» 
lucrative carrying trade between th* 
belligerent powers. The first subject 
of complaint was the impressment of 
seamen said to be British in the Ameri- 
can service : the next, the alleged vio- 
lation of neutral rights, by the seizure 
and condemnation of vessels engaged! 
in the carrying trade between Franco 
and her own or allied colonies. The 
first, though a practice of all others the 
most likely to produce feelings of im- 
tation among those upon whom it was 
exercised, arose unavoidably from the 
similarity of habits and identity of lan- 
guage in the two states, which of course 
rendered desertion frequent from the 
one service to the other; and was a 
necessary consequence from the right 
of search which the American govem- 
ment> by a solemn treaty in 1794^ had 
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recognised, and which constituted the 
basis of the whole nuiritime laws of 
Europe. It was impossible to expect 
tibat when British officers, in the course 
of searching neutral vessels for contra- 
band articles, came upon English sailors 
who had deserted to the service of these 
neutrals, and whom they recognised, 
they should not reclaim them for their 
own country. If abuses were com- 
mitted in the exercise of this delicate 
right, that was a good reason for mak- 
ing regulations to check them as far as 
possible, and provide for a due inves- 
tigation of the matter, but none for 
abrogating the privilege altogether.* 
The second arose from the decisions of 
the English admiralty courts, which 
now declai'ed good prize neutral ves- 
* fiels carrying colonial produce from the 
enemy's colonies to tiie mother state, 
though they had landed and paid 
duties in the neutral country, contrary 
to the former usage, which admitted 
that step as a break in the continuity 
of the voyage, and protected the cargo. 

* On the part of the Americana, it was 
contended, " that the practice of searching 
for and impresaing seamen on board their 
vessels was not only derogatory to the honour 
of their flag as an ind^endent nation, but led 
to such outrages ana abuses, that, while it 
oontinued, no lasting peace or amity could 
be expected with Great Britain. It conti- 
nually happened that native Americans were 
impressed, and obliged to serve in the Eng- 
lish navv on pretence of their being British- 
Isom subjects ; and sudi was the similarity 
of language and external appearance between 
^he two nations, that even with the fSurest 
intentions such mistakes must frequently 
happen. A practice which leads to such 
abuses cannot be tolerated by an indeiwn- 
dent state. It is in vain to appeal to abstract 
right, or the practice of other states; the dose 
«dmilarity of the Americans and English ren- 
ders the exercise of it infinitively more 
grievous in their case than it could be in any 
other. The American government are will- 
ing to concur in any reasonable measures to 
prevent British deserters fW>m finding refuge 
on board the American ships ; but they can 
no longer permit the liberty of their citizens 
to depend on the interested or capricious 
sentence of an English officer." 

To t^iis it was replied on the part of Great 
Britain, " That no power but her own could 
release a British subject from the allegiance 
which she owed to the government of his 
nativity ; and that, provided she infKnged 
not the jurisdiction of other independent 
states, she had a right to enforce tneir ser- 
vices wherever she foimdthem : that no state 
eould, by the maritime law, prevent its 



53. The ground of the distinction, as 
explained by Sir William Scott^ was, 
that to bring the neutral within the 
exception, it was necessary that there 
should be a bona fide landing and pay- 
ment of duties ; and so it had been ex- 
pressly stated in Lord Hawkesbur/s 
declaration on the subject, issued in 
1802 ; whereas, under the system of 
revenue laws established in the United 
States, this was not done. On the con- 
trary, the payment of the duties was 
only secured by bonds, which were 
cancelled by debentures for the same 
sums the moment the goods were re- 
exported, which was usually done, 
without imlading, next day, so that 
the whole was a mere evasion, and cost 
only 8} per cent on the amotmt of the 
sums nominally paid. It was strictly 
conformableto legal principle to refuse 
to recognise such an elusory proceed- 
ing as sufficient to break the continuity 
of the voyage, and permit the goods to 
set out on their travels anew, as from 
a neutral state; but it was equally 

merchant vessels being searched for contra- 
band articles ; and if in the course of that 
search her subjects were discovered, who had 
withdrawn firom their lawful allegiance, on 
what principle could the neutral refuse to 
give them up ? It is impossible to maintain 
that a belligerent may search neutral vessels 
for articles of a certain sort, held contraband 
and belonging to that neutral, and not at the 
same time reclaim its own subjects, if simul- 
taneously discovered. The right of impress- 
ment is a necessary corollary from the right 
of search ; it is in truth the exercise of a still 
clearer privilege. The difficulty of distin- 
guishing an Englishman from an American is 
no reason for abandoning the right of search- 
ing for subjeots of the former state, whatever 
reason it may afford for discrimination and 
forbearance in the exercise of it. If the 
right is abused, the officer guilty of the 
wrong will meet with exemplary punish- 
ment ; if the Americans can show that a 
native of the United States has by mistake 
been seized for a Briton, he will be imme- 
diately released; but it is impossible for 
Great Britain to relinquish for an instant a 
right essential to the existence of her navy, 
and the knowledge of which alone prevents 
her ships of war being deserted for the higher 
wases which the lucrative commerce of neu- 
trals enables them to offer, as a bribe to the 
principal defenders of her independence. If 
such a change is ever to be maae, it can only 
be on the neutrals providing some substitute 
for the present practice equally efficacioua^ 
and not more liable to abuse, which has 
never yet been done."— See Ann. Reg. 1806, 
244, 245. 
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natural that the sufferers under this dis- 
tinction should 'exclaim loudly against 
its severity, and ascribe to the British 
courte inconsistent conduct^ in first re- 
cognising as legal a trade from the 
enemy's colony to the mother state, 
interrupted by payment of duties at a 
neutral harbour, and then, after exten- 
sive capital had, on the faith of that 
xecognition, been sunk in the traffic, 
dedfl^ring the vessels engaged in it good 
pri«e. 

^4. To these serious and lasting sub- 
jec4» of discord, was added the irrita- 
tion produced by an tmfortunai^ shot 
from the British ship Leander, on the 
coast of America^ which killed a native 
of that country, and produced so vehe- 
ment a commotion, &at Mr Jefferson 
issued an intemperate proclamation, 
forbidding the crew of that and some 
other English vessels from entering the 
harbours of the United States. Meet- 
ings took place in all the principal 
cities of the Union, at which violent 
resolutions on all the subjects of com- 
plaint were passed by acclamation. 
Congress caught the flame, and after 
some preliminary angry decrees, passed 
a non-importation act against themanu- 
factures of Great Britain, to take efibct 
on the 1 5tJi November following. The 
English people were equally loud in 
the assertion of their maritime rights, 
and everything announced the com- 
mencement of a Transatlantic war by 
a state already engaged with more than 
half of Europe. 

55. But, fortunately for both coim- 
tries, whose real interests are not more 
closely united than their popular pas- 
sions are at variance, the adjustment 
of the matters in dispute was placed 
in wiser and cooler heads than the 
excited populace of either. Commis- 
sioners were sent from America to ne- 
gotiate with Great Britain, and endea- 
vour to obtain some dear and precise 
rule for regulating their trade with the 
enemy's colonies, not liable to be 
changed by orders of council or deci- 
sions of courts as to the intentions of 
parties. These commissioners were 
Hr Munroe and Mr Pinckney on the 
part of the United States, and Lords 
Holland and Auckland on that of 



Great Britain. The instructions o^ 
their respective govenmients were of 
the most conciliatory kind, and the. 
gentlemen on both sides entered upon 
their important duties in a correspond- 
ing spirit. Under such auspices the 
negotiation, how difficult and embar- 
rassing soever, could hardly fail of 
being brought to a successful issue. 
With respect to the impressment of 
seamen, the subject was found to be 
smTounded with such difficulties, that 
the American commissioners, in oppo- 
sition to the letter of their instructions^ 
found themselves constrained to be sa- 
tisfied in the mean time, with a pledge 
by the British government, that they 
would issue directions for the exercise 
of this right with the greatest delicacy 
and forbearance, and would afford im- 
mediate redress upon any representa- 
tion of injury sustained b^ America,, 
reserving the final discussion of the 
matter to a future opportunity. But 
on the other points in controversy a^ 
satisfactory adjustment was effected. 
A clear and precise rule was laid down 
for the regulation of the circuitous 
trade between the colonies and parent 
states of the enemy, which defined the 
difference between a continuous and 
interrupted voyage, and stipulated that, 
besides the goods being landed and the 
duties paid, there should remain, after 
the drawback, a duty of one per cetat 
on European, and two per cent on 
colonial produce ; and an extension of 
the maritime jurisdiction of the United 
States was agreed to, five miles from 
the shore of tiieir territory. Thus, by- 
good sense and moderation on both 
sides, were these difficult questions 
satisfactorily adjusted, and the British 
nation honourably extricated from an 
embarrassmentwhich threatened, under 
far more perilous drcumstances, to re- 
new the dangers of the armed neutral- 
ity or the northern ooalUion. 

56. While England was thus extend- 
ing her naval dominion into eveiy part 
of the globe, and asserting with equal 
forbearance and spirit &e maritime 
rights essential to the preservaiion of 
the vast fabric^ Napoleon was rapidly 
advancing in his career of terrestrial 
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empire. Frussia was the first power 
which felt the humiliation to which 
these incessant advances led in all the 
adjoining states. The singnlar treaty 
haa already been mentioned which was 
concluded by Count Haugwitz on the 
15th December, whereby he substi- 
tuted for the intended warlike defiance 
an alliance purchased by the cession of 
HanoTer from the unconscious and neu- 
traly if not allied, England. Great was 
the embarrassment of the cabinet of 
Berlin when the intelligence of this 
unexpected arrangement arrived. On 
the one hand, the object of their^ambi- 
tion for the last ten years seemed now 
about to be obtained, and the state to 
be rounded by an acyoinuig territory 
which would bring it an addition of 
nearly a million of souls. On the 
other, some remains of conscienoe made 
them feel ashamed of thus partitioning 
a friendly power, and tiiey were not 
without dread of offending Alexander 
by op^y sharing in the spoils of his 
fattliful ally. At length, however, the 
magnitude of the temptation and the 
tocxor c^ Napoleon prevailed over the 
king^s better principles, and it was de- 
termined not to ratify the treaty imcon- 
ditlonally, but to send it back to Paris 
with certain modifications. As a colour 
to the transaction, and also, perhaps, 
as a salve to their own conscience% it 
was agreed to "accept the proposed 
QlLohange of Hanover for the Maxgrav- 
^tes^ on condition that the completion 
of it should be deferred till a general 
peace^ and the consent of the King of 
Qreat Britain in the mean time be ob- 
tained;" while it was represented to 
the Rngliali minister at Berlin that 
arrangements'^ had been concluded with 
Erance for insuring the tranquillity of 
SUnoveTi which '* stipulated expressly 
the committing of thiat country to the 
exdiwya guard of the Prussian troops, 
^d to the administration of the king, 
until the conclusion of a general peace." 
But not a word was said of any ulterior 
4esi|^ of definitely annexing Hano- 
ver to the Prussian dominions ; and in 
the mean time the French troops were 
zeplaoed by the Prussian in that eleo- 
torat€^ a large part of the army was 
disbandetc^ and a proclamation to the 



same effect issued by the king on tak' 
ing possession of that territory. 

57. But it was alike foreign to the 
character and the designs of Napoleon 
to admit any modifications, how trifling 
soever, in the treaties which he had 
concluded with the ministers of inferior 
powers. The utmost indignation, there- 
fore, was expressed at St Cloud at the 
modifications proposed to be inserted 
in the treaty. " From that moment^" 
says Bignon, '' on the part of Napoleon 
the question was decided ; all sincere 
alliance was become impossible between 
Prussia and him ; it was regarded only 
as a suspected power, whose hollow 
friendship had ceased to have any value 
in his eyes." On the 4th February it 
was officially announced to Haugwitz,, 
that " as the treaty of Vienna had not 
been ratified within the prescribed time 
by the Prussian government^ the Em- 
peror regarded it as no longer binding." 
This rigour had the desired €fffect; 
Prussia had not resolution enough to 
resist; and on the 15tili February a 
new and still more disgraceful treaty 
was signed by Haugwitz at Paris, which 
openly stipidated not only the annexa- 
tion of Hanover to the Prussian domin- 
ions, but the exclusion of the British 
fiag from the ports of that electorate^ 
It was ratified on the 26ik, and imme- 
diately carried into execution. Count 
Schulenberg took possession of Hano< 
ver on the part of the Prussian mon- 
archy, and immediately issued a pro- 
clamation, clpsing ita harbours agamst 
English vessels. Finally, on the 1st 
April a patent appeared, formally an- 
nexing the electorate to the Prussian 
dominions^ on pretence thal^ when be- 
longing to Napoleon by the right of 
conquest^ it had been transferred to 
Prussia, in consideration of three of 
her provinces ceded to France. 

58. This system of seizing posses- 
sion of the territories of neutral or 
friendly states, in order to meet the 
wishes or suit the inclinations of greater 
potentates, when bounding their do- 
minions, to which Napoleon, through 
his whole administration, was so much 
inclined,, had succeeded perfectly when 
the objects of spcdiation were powers, 
like Venice or Naples, too weak to 
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xnanifest their resentment. But Prus- 
sia was egregiously mistaken when she 
applied it to Great Britain. So early 
as the 3d February, Count Munster, 
the Regent of Hanover, had protested 
against the occupation of that electo- 
rate by the Prussian forces, from having 
observed in the conduct of their gene- 
rals various indications of an intention 
to do more than take possession of it 
for a temporary purpose. At the same 
time the mildest remonstrance, accom- 
panied by a request of explanation, had 
T>een made by Mr Fox, when the in- 
tentions of the cabinet of Berlin be- 
•came still more suspicious. But no 
fiooner did intelligence arrive of the 
-exclusion of the EngUsh flag from the 
-harbours of the Elbe, and the Prussian 
proclamation appear announcing that 
they took possession of the country 
in virtue of the French right of con- 
quest, than that spirited minister took 
the most decisive measures to show 
that perfidious government the dispo- 
sitions of the power they had thought 
!fit to provoke. The British ambas- 
sador was immediately recalled from 
Berlin; the Prussian harbours were 
declared in a state of blockade; an 
embai-go was laid on all vessels of that 
nation in the British harbours ; while 
a message from the King to both houses 
-of parliament announced his resolution 
**to assert the dignity of his crown, 
and his anxious expectation for the ar- 
rival of that moment when a more 
liberal and enlightened policy on the 
part of Prussia should remove every 
impediment to the renewal of peace 
and friendship with a power with 
whom his majesty had no other cause 
of difference tiian that now created by 
these hostile acts.'* An order in coun- 
cil was soon after issued, authorising 
the seizure of all vessels ' navigating 
imder Prussian colours ; and such was 
the effect of these measures, that the 
Prussian flag was soon almost swept 
from the ocean; and before many 
weeks had elapsed, four hundred of its 
merchant vessels had found their way 
into the harboura of Great Britain. 

59. In the speech which he made 
shortly after in the House of Commons, 
Mr Fox drew in vivid colours, and de- 



picted with all the force of his elo- 
quence, the humiliating and disgrace- 
ful part which Prussia had taken in 
this transaction. ''The Emperor of 
Russia," said he, " after he left Auster- 
litz, abandoned the whole direction of 
his trdops that remained in Germany 
to the King of Prussia, and this couu' 
try had promised him powerful assis- 
tanoe in pecuniary supplies. These 
were the means which he possessed of 
giving weight to his negotiations ; and 
what use did he make of them ? Why, 
to seize a part of the territories of those 
powers who had been supporting him in 
the rank and situation that had enabled 
him to negotiate on fair terms with the 
French Emperor. At first he pretended 
only to take interim possession of the 
electorate of Hanover, till the consent 
of its lawful sovereign could be ob- 
tained to its cession at a general peace ; 
but latterly this thin disg^uise was laid 
aside, and he openly avowed that he 
accepted it in full sovereignty from 
France, to which it belonged by right 
of conquest. Such a proceeding r^ita 
upon no other conceivable foundation, 
but that worst emanation of the dis- 
orders and calamities of Europe in 
recent times — ^the principle of trans- 
ferring the people of other states from 
one power to another, like so many 
cattle, upon the footing of mutual am- 
bition or convenience. We may not at 
present be able to prevent the trans- 
fer ; but let us protest solemnly against 
its injustice, and vigorously make use 
of the forces whidd Providence has 
given us to make the guilty let^e feel 
the consequences of our just indigna- 
tion. The pretext that Prussia re- 
ceived this territory from Kapoleon,to 
whom it belonged by right of conquest, 
is as hollow as it is discreditable. It 
was merely occupied in a temporaiy 
way by the French troops ; it formed 
no part of the French empire ; above 
all, its cession had never been agreed 
to by this country — and where is there 
to be found an instance in histoty of 
such a cession of military acquisition 
pending the contest ? The conduct of 
Prussia in this transaction is a com- 
pound of everything that is contempt- 
ible in servility, witih everything that 
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is odious ia rapacity. Other nations 
have yielded to the ascendant of mili- 
tary power — Austria was forced, by the 
fortune of war to cede many of her 
proYinoes ; Prussia alone, without any 
external disaster, has descended at 
once to the lowest point of degradation 
— that of becoming the minister of the 
injustice and rapacity of a master." 

60. In consenting to this infamous 
transaction, the cabinet of Berlin were 
doubtless actuated by the desire to de- 
precate the wrath and conciliate the 
fayour of the French Emperor. It is 
worth while to examine, therefore, 
whether that object was gained, and 
an what light their conduct was viewed 
by that dreaded conqueror. "From 
the moment," says Bignon, " that the 
treaty of 15th February was signed. 
Napoleon did more than hate Prussia 
— he conceiyed for that power the 
most profound contempt. All his 
views from that day were based on con- 
siderations foreign to its alliance : he 
conceived new projects — he formed 
new plans, as if that alliance no longer 
existed. In tiie mean time, he pressed 
the execution of all the stipulations it 
contained favourable to France : he 
would not permit the delay of a single 
day." Hardenberg had the good for- 
tune to escape the disgrace of being 
privy to these proceedings : he had, 
from his known hostility to Kapoleon, 
been obliged to withdraw from the 
Prussian cabinet before they were 
finally consummated. 

61. The effects of this unmeasured 
contempt of Prussia soon appeared in 
a series of measures which overturned 
the whole constitution of the Oermanic 
empire, and ultimately brought the 
former power into hasty and ill-fated 
collision with the Fi'ench empire. On 
15th March, Murat^ without any pre- 
vious concert with the cabinet of Ber- 
lin, was invested with the duchies of 
Berg and Cleves, ceded to France, by 
the treaty of 15th February, by Ba- 
varia, in exchange for the Prussian 
provinces of Anspach and Bairauth in 
Franconia. The establishment of a 
soldier of fortune, the brother-in-law 
of Napoleon, in Uie very heart of the 
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Westphalian provinces, was not calcu* 
lated to allay the now awakened jea- 
lousy of the Prussian government; 
and this feeling was strongly increased 
when the French troops, towards the 
end of April, took possession of the 
abbacies of Warden, Essen, and Elten, 
on pretence that they belonged to the 
duchy of Cleves, without any regard 
to the claims of Prussia to these terri- 
tones, founded on a prior right. This 
irritation was augmented by the impe- 
rious conduct of the French generals 
in the north of Geimany, who openly 
demanded a contribution of four mil- 
lion francs (£160,000) from the city 
of Frankfort; and, in terms equally 
menacing, required a loan from the 
city of Hambui^ to a still laiger 
amount ; while in Bremen, every kmd 
of merchandise suspected to be English, 
was seized without distinction and com- 
mitted t6 the flames. Six millions of 
francs (£240,000) was the price at which 
the imperial robber condescended, in a 
time of profound Continental peace, to 
tender to the city of Hambuig and the 
Hanse Towns his protection. The veil 
which had so long hung before the 
eyes of the Prussian government now 
began to fall ; they perceived, with in- 
describable pain, that their long course 
of obsequiousness to France had pro- 
cured for them only the contempt of 
that power, and the hostility of its ene- 
mies. 

62. No words can paint the mingled 
feelings of shame, patriotism, and indig- 
nation, which animated all ranks in 
Prussia^ when the rapid course of 
events left no longer any doubt, not 
only that their rights and interests 
were totally disregarded by France, in 
favour of whom they had made so many 
sacrifices ; but that they had sunk to 
this depth of degradation without any 
attempt to assert their dignity as an in- 
dependent power. The Queen and 
Prince Loais, who had so long mourned 
in vain the temporising policy and de- 
graded position of their country, now 
gave open vent to their indignation ; 
nor did they appeal in vain to the 
patriotic spirit of the people. The in- 
habitants of that monarchy, clear- 
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sighted and intelligent beyond almost 
any other, as well as Enthusiastic and 
brave, perceived distinctly the gulf into 
which their country was about to faUL 
One iiniTersal cry of indignation burst 
forth from all ranks. It was not mere 
warlike enthusiasm, but the profound- 
eet feeling of national shame and hu- 
xniliation which animated the people. 
The young officers loudly demanded to 
be led to the combat ; the elder spbke 
of the glories of Frederick and Rosbach : 
an irresistible current swept away the 
whole nation. Publications, burning 
with indignant eloquence issued from 
all the free cities in the north of Gkr- 
many where a shadow even of inde- 
pendence was still preserved;* and 

* One of the most remarkable of these was 
a pamphlet published by the celebrated 
Gentz, which at the time produced a very 

great sensation. "The war hitherto con- 
noted against France/' said he, "was just 
and necessary in its origin, and certainly it 
has not become less so durin&r its progress. 
If it has hitherto fidled from false measurei^ 
are we to regard every thing as lost ? Is Ger- 
many destined to become what Holland, 
Switzerland, Spain, and Italy now are? But 
how is our salvation to be effected ? By as- 
sembling what is dispersed, raising what is 
fallen, resuscitating what is dead. We have 
had enough of the leagues of princes ; they 
have proved as futile as they are precarious. 
.There remains to us but one resource— that 
the brave and the good should unite ; that 
they should form a holy league for our de- 
liverance : that is the only alliance that can 
defy the force of arms, ana restoire liberty to 
nations, and peace to the world. You, Uien, 
who amidst the universal shipwreck have yet 
preserved the freedom of your souls, the 
honesty of your hearts; who have heaits 
capable of saciiflcing your all for l^e good of 
your fellow-dtizens, turn your eyes upon 
your country ; behold it mutilated, bleodmg, 
weighed down, but not destroyed: in lul 
but the grave there is hope. It is neither to 
England nor Bussia that we must look for 
our deliverance, how desirable soever the 
oo-operation of these powers may be ; it is 
fw Qtrmamy idona that ihe Jumour cf our de- 
livtramct U reservtd. It is Germany which 
must raise itself from its ruins^ and accom- 
plish the general emancipation. "We shall do 
more ; ve shaU ddiver France Use^, and restore 
to tJuU power a free nmd pacific exigence, con- 
sistent with the independence of Europe." 
Gentz, Jffwrope en 1806 ; and Hard. ix. 122, 
128. On the eve of the battle of Jena, what 
oould appear more misplaced than this pro- 
phecyl yethow exactly It was accomplishedat 
a future time !— a remarkable instance of the 
manner in which genius, piercing through the 
douds of present events, can discern the ulti- 
mata changes in which they are to terminate. 



that universal fervour ensued which 
is the invariable forerunner, for good 
or for evil, of great events. Guided 
by wisdom and prudence, it might 
have led to the most splendid results ; 
impelled by passion and directed by 
imbecility, it induced unheard-of dish 
asters. 

63. While these generous feelings 
were gaining strength in the north of 
Germany, unbounded discontent arose 
in the south, from the exactions of the 
French army, which retired from 
Austria after the peace of Pressburg. 
According to Napole<Mi's usual policy, 
the whole of these immense bodies of 
men were fed, clotiied, rand lodged, at 
the expense of the tenitories in which 
they were quartered, or through which 
they passed ; and a large pai*t of their 
pay was also laid on the unhappy Ger- 
mans, under pretence of retaining it, as 
a gratuity for the men, in the imperial 
exchequer, when they returned home. 
Unbounded was the exasperation which 
this iniquitous system excited in the 
countries in which it was enforced. 
But strong as were the feelings of 
patriotism and indignation which the 
conquests and rapacity of the French 
had awakened in a large portion of 
the German people, they were not as 
yet universal : the hour of the resur- 
rection of the Fatherland had not ar* 
rived. By appealing to the blind am- 
bition of some of their princes, and 
flattering the inconsiderate feelings of 
many of their people, Napoleon had 
conteived to animate one poition of 
its inhabitants against the other; and 
on this division of opinion he had 
formed the project of reducing the 
whole to servitude. The first design 

of the CONFM)£BATION OF THE RhINB 

had been formed, as already noticed, 
the year before, during the residence of 
ihe Emperor at Hayence ; but it was 
brought to maturity, from his wit- 
nessing the enthusiasm excited among 
the lesser states of Gbrmany by the 
victories in which they had shared, 
gained under the standards of France 
over Austria, and the regal dignity to 
which these had elevated their sove- 
I'eigns. France, on this occasion^ 
played off with fatal effect the policy 



■aww 



"an 



i^'i^i'tmjiai^jt 



fmmgam 



1806.] 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



227 



BO uniformly followed by its cliie& 
since the Revolution — ^that of rousing 
one portion of the population in the 
adjoining states against the other, and 
raising itself, by their mutual diyisions, 
to supreme dominion over both. As 
his differences with Russia assumed 
a more envenomed character, and 
the hostility of Prussia became more 
apparent, Napoleon felt daily more 
strongly the necessity of uniting the 
states in alliance with him into a 
durable confederacy, which should en- 
able him at all times to direct their 
militsuy resources to his own purposes. 
It was no small matter to have such an 
outwOTk beyond the great frontier 
rampart of the Rhine ; their contingents 
of troops would place nearly a fourth 
of the military force of Germany at his 
disposal ; and, what was to him per- 
haps of still greater importance, under 
the pretence of stationing the vast 
contingent of France in such a situa- 
tion as to protect its allies, he might 
lay the whole expenses of two hundred 
thousand men on their resources. 

64. Influenced by such desires on 
both sides, the negotiations for the 
conclusion of the treaty were not long 
of being brought to a termination. 
The plenipotentiaiies of all the powers 
who were to be admitted into the con- 
federacy assembled at Paris in the be- 
ginning of July ; and on the 12th of 
that month the act of the confedera- 
tion was signed. The members of it 
were — the Emperor of the French, 
the Kings of Bavaria and Wurtembei'g, 
the Archbishop of Ratisbon, the Elec- 
tor of Baden, the Grand-duke of Berg, 
the Landgrave of Hesse-Darmstadt, the 
Princes of Nassau- Weilburg, Nassau- 
Usingen, Hohenzollem-Hechingen,Ho- 
henzollern - Sigmarlngen, Salm - Sakn, 
Salm - Kirburg, Isembux^ - Birchstein, 
Aremberg, Lichtenstein-Daiinberg, and 
the Count de la Leyen. The Arch- 
diike Ferdinand, Grand-duke of Wiirtz- 
buig, acceded to the confederacy a 
short time afterwards. By the act of 
confederation, the states in alliance 
were declared to be Bev&red for ever 
from the Germanic empire, rendered 
independent of any power foreign to 
the confederacy, and placed under the 



protection of the Emperor of the 
French. Any hostility committed 
against any of them was to be con- 
sidered as a declaration of war against 
the whole. Several of the allies re- 
ceived accessions of territory or dig- 
nity : the free towns of Frankfort and 
Nuremberg were handed over, Uxe first 
to the Prince Prunate of Ratisbon, the 
second to the King of Bavaria : all the 
members of the confederacy were in- 
vested with the full sovereignty of 
their respective states, and received a 
gift of the foreign tenitories enclosed 
within their dominions. Lastly, a 
separate article provided the military 
contingent which each of the confede- 
rates was to furnish for their common 
protection; which were, for France, 
two hundred thousand, and for the 
German states, fifty -eight thousand 
men. But subsequent ezperienoe soon 
proved that Napoleon exacted and re- 
ceived militaiy aid to double that 
number from them.* 

65. This confederacy was by far the 
most important blow which Napoleon 
had yet levelled at the independence 
of the European states. It was no 
longer an inconsiderable power, such 
as Switzerland, Venice, or Hollandf 
which received a master from the con- 
queror: the venerable fabric of the 
Germanic empire had been pierced to 
the heart, and some of her fairest pro- 
vinces had been reft from the empire 
of the CsBsars. The impression pro- 
duced in Europe by this aggression was 
proportionally great. Sixteen noillions ~ 
of men were by a single stroke trans- 
ferred from the empire to a foreign 
allianoe ; and profound pity was felt 
for the Emperor, the first sovereign 
of Christendom, who was thus despoil- 
ed of a laige portion of the dominions 



* The oontiogentB wfsn settled as fol- 
lows : — 
France, 
Bavaria, 



Wttrtembo^ 
Badeo, . 
Berg, . 
Darmstadt, 
Kaaeau, Hohenzolleni^ and 
others; 
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which, for above a thousand yeaiti, had 
been enjoyed by his predecessors. 
Charlemagne had been crowned em- 
peror in 800 ; Napoleon dissolved the 
empire in 1806. Immense was the 
sensation which this violent aggres- 
sion produced in Europe. Kor was 
this feeling of commiseration lessened 
by what immediately followed. On 
the 1st August notification was sent 
to the Diet of Ratisbon of the forma- 
tion of the confedetf ,*cy, both on the 
part of the Emperor of France and the 
•coalesced princes. The former deem- 
•ed it unnecessary to assign any reasons 
for his conduct ; but the latter plead- 
ed, as their excuse for violating their 
engagements to the empire, the incon- 
sistency between their present situa- 
tion and their ancient bonds, and the 
necessity, amidst the weakness of their 
former chief, of looking out for a new 
protector, who might possess power 
adequate to secure them from insult. 
Under such flimsy devices did these 
Bclfish princes conceal a dereliction of 
jloyalty and desertion of their country, 
ciJculated to produce unbounded cala- 
^mities to Germany, and which they 
^themselves were destined afterwards to 
'Expiate with tears of blood. But how 
'keenly soever the Emperor Francis 
imight feel the open blow thus levelled 
--at his dignity, and the formation of a 
separate and hostile state in the heart 
'K>f his dominions, he was not in a situa- 
tion to give vent to his resentment 
6oult still held the battlements of 
Braunau ; on one pretext or another 
the evacuation of the Qerman states, 
which by the treaty of Pressburg was 
'•to be effected at latest in three months, 
■iiad been delayed; the French battal- 
ions were in great strength on the 
■iinn; the prisoners made during the 
> campaign had not been restored; 
"while the dispirited Austrian troops 
had not yet recovered the rude shocks 
• of Ulm and Austerlitz. Wisely yield- 
ing, therefore, to a storm which they 
'Oould not prevent^ the Imperial cabi- 
net dissembled their feelings ; and, 
Justly considering this stroke as en- 
tirely subversive of the empire, the 
Emperor Francis, by a solemn deed, 
renounced the throne of tiie Csesars, | 



and declared himself the first of a new 
series of Emperors of Austria.* 

66. Though in appearance levelled 
at the Emperor Francis as chief of the 
empire, this violent dislocation of the 
Germanic body was in reality still 
more formidable to Prussia, from the 
close proximity of its frontier to the 
coalesced states. The sensation, ac- 
cordingly, which it produced at Berlin 
was unbounded. All classes, from the 
cabinet of the King to the privates in 
the army, perceived the gulf which 
was yawning beneath their feet ; they 
saw clearly that they were disregarded 
and despised, and reserved only for the 
melancholy privilege of being last de- 
voured. The inci*ea8ing aggressions of 
Napoleon or his vassals speedily made 
them aware that this was their destiny. 
The senseless declamations of Murat, 
in particular, contributed not a little 
to open the eyes of all persons in the 

* Napoleon set forth, in his communica- 
tion to the Diet of Ratisbon, announcing the 
Confederation of the Rhine :— " The German 
constitution is no longer but a shadow ; the 
Diet has ceased to have any will of its own. 
His majesty the Emperor and king can, 
therefore, no longer recognise its existence. 
He has accepted, in consequence, the title of 
Protector of the Confederation of the Rhine. 
In his pacific views, he dedares that he will 
never carry his views beyond that river. He 
has hitherto been faithful to all his pro- 
mises." The confederate princes declared, 
— * ' The results of the three last wars having 

S roved that the Germanic body was really 
issolved, the princes of the West and South 
have deemed it expedient to renounce all 
connection with a power which has ceased to 
exist, and to range themselves imder the 
bannersof the Emperor of the French, who 
is bound alike by the interests of his glory 
and those of his empire to secure to them the 
enjoyment of external and internal tranquil- 
lity." With more truth and dignity the Em- 
peror Francis said, in his act renouncing 
the throne of the empire : — " Being con- 
vinced of tbe impossibility of discharging any 
longer the duties which the Imperii throne 
imposed upon us, we owe it to our principles 
to abdicate a crown which oould have no 
▼alue in our eyes^ when we wereunable to dis- 
charge its duties and deserve the confidence 
of the Princes Electors of the empire. There- 
fore it is that, oonsidering the bonds which 
unite us to the empire as dissolved by the 
Confederation of the Rhine, werenoimce the 
Imperial crown, and by these presents ab- 
solve the electors, princes, and states, mem- 
bers of the supreme tribunal, and other 
magistrates, from the duties which imite 
them to us as their legal chief "—Habd. ix. 
159, 102. 
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north of Germany to the dangers which 
awaited them. His companions said 
at table, " Tours is a pretty principal- 
ity, indeed, for the brother-in-law of 
BO great an emperor. Doubtless you 
will soon be King of Westphalia, and 
get a noble kingdom carved out of that 
despicable Prussia, which has betrayed 
all the world" Bemadotte, who was 
established at Anspach, indulged in 
still more extravagant chimeras ; and 
Augereau's officers at Wiirtzbuig drank 
toasts openly, to success in the ap- 
proaching war with Prussia. Nor were 
these vain and senseless words only. 
Murat advanced claims seriously to the 
principality of Embden, and the three 
abbacies which formed part of the in- 
demnity awarded to Prussia for its ces- 
sions in Franconia, as well as to the 
free cities of Hamburg and Bremen. 
The twenty-fourth article of the Con- 
federation of the Rhine conferred on 
that military chief the sovereignty of 
all the German principalities of the 
House of Orange, and rendered its 
head, brother-in-law to the King of 
Prussia, tributary to the vassal of Na- 
poleon ; while the injurious treatment 
to which the Prince of Latour and 
Taxis, brother-in-law of the Queen of 
Prussia, was exposed, was a fresh out- 
rage to that monarch in the most sen- 
sitive part To avoid, however, if pos- 
sible, an immediate rupture with the 
court of Berlin, Prussia was given to 
understand by the French Emperor, 
that if she was desirous to form a 
league of the states who were attached 
more or less to her in the north of 
Germany, France would not oppose 
its formation.* But that power was 
informed shortly after, that the Hanse 
Towns, which Napoleon reserved for 
his own immediate protection, could 
not be permitted to join that northern 
confederacy; that Saxony could not 
be allowed to form a part of it against 

* ' ' L'Empereur Napolten verra sans peine, 
et mfime avec plaisir, que la Prusse ranc^e 
80U8 son iufluence, au moyen d'une cou£6a6- 
ration semblable 2i celle du Rhin, tousles 
^tats du nord d'Allemagne. On promettait 
de n'apponer aucun obstacle It une conlSSd6- 
rationdece guerre. NapoUondVambcusadeur 
Franeais d £erlit%, Septembre 29, 1800."— 
Thiebs, vi. 607. 



its will ; while the EHeotor of Hesse, 
was invited to join the Confederacy of 
the Rhine, and on his refusing to com- 
ply, was struck at by a resolution 
which cut off his access to part of his 
own dominions. 

67. But all these grievances, serioua 
as they were, sank into insignificance 
compared to that which arose, when 
it was discovered by K. Lucchesini, 
the Prussian ambassador at Paris, that 
France had entered into negotiations 
with England on the footing of the 
restitution of Hanover to its lawful 
sovereign ; that while continually urg« 
ing the cabinet of Berlin to look for 
indemnities for such a loss on the sida 
of Pomerania, Napoleon had engaged 
to Russia in the trea^ signed with 
d'Oubril, its ambassador at Paris, to- 
prevent them from depriving the King: 
of Sweden of any part of his German 
dominions; and that while still pro- 
fessing sentiments of amity and fiiend- 
ship to Frederick- William, he had offer- 
ed to throw no obstacles in the way of 
the re-establishment of the kingdom of 
Poland, including the whole of Polish 
Prussia, in favour of the Grand-duke 
Constantine. Irritated beyond endur- 
ance by such a succession of insults, 
and anxious to regain the place which 
he was conscious he had lost in the 
estimation of Europe, the King of Prus- 
sia put his armies on the war-footing, 
despatched K. Krusemark to St Peters* 
burg, and K. Jacobi to London, to en- 
deavour to effect a reconciliation with, 
these powers; opened the navigation* 
of the Elbe ; concluded his differences 
with Sweden ; assembled his generals^ 
and caused his troops to defile in the 
direction of Leipsic. The torrent of 
public indignation at Berlin became.^ 
irresistible : the war party overwhelm- 
ed all opposition ; in the general tu- 
mult the still small voice of reason,, 
which counselled caution and prepara- 
tion in the outset of so great an enter- 
prise, was overborne. Prince Loma 
and his confederates openly boasted 
that Prussia, strong in the recoUeotioik 
of the Great Frederick, and the disci* 
pline he had bequeathed to his follow- 
en, was able, single-handed, to strike 
down the conqueror of Europe; the 



230 



HISTOKY OF EtJROPB. 



[OHAF. ZUI. 



young officers repaired at night to 
sharpen their sabres gol the window- 
sills of the French ambassador ; war- 
like and patriotic songs resounded, 
amidst thunders of applause, at the 
theatres ; and the Queen roused the 
general enthusiasm to the highest 
pitch, by displaying her beautiful 
figure on horseback in the streets of 
iE^rlin, at the head of her regiment of 
hussars, in the uniform of the corps. 

68. While Prussia, suddenly and 
violently awakening from the ti'ance of 
ten years, was thus taking up arms 
and rushing headlong into a contest, 
single-handed, with the conqueror of 
southern Europe, negotiations of an 
important character, terminating in a 
resolution equally warlike, had taken 
place with Russia and England. The 
retreat of the Emperor Alexander and 
his army from the disastrous field of 
Austerlitz, had apparently extinguish- 
ed all causes of discord between the 
vast empires of Russia and France. 
Their territories nowhere were in con- 
tact. The vast banier of Germany, 
with its two thousand walled cities, 
and forty millions of warlike inhabi- 
tants, severed them from each other. 
They had parted with mutual expres- 
sions of esteem, and the interchange of 
courteous deeds between the victor and 
the vanquished. The conclusion of 
the peace of Pressbui^, by releasing 
the Czar from all obligations towainls 
his unfortunate ally, seemed to have 
still further removed the possibility of 
a rupture; while the withdrawing of 
Austria from the Continental alUance 
left no rational ground for renewing 
the contest on account of any danger, 
how imminent soever, to the balance 
of power fi<om the aggressions of Na- 
poleon. "Napoleon," said Prince 
Czartorinski to Alexander, " is at pre- 
sent victorious, but he may not be 
always so. Austria is beat down, 
but she detests her conqueror. Prus- 
sia is divided between the war and 
peace pursuit, but she will end by 
ranging herself on the side of German 
independence. Await your time : pro- 
tract affairs till one or other of these 
powers is ready to act Meanwhile 
remain united to England, and ready 



to resume your arms on the first favour- 
able opportunity. Tou will in the end 
compel Napoleon to give you what is 
your due." — " When we contend," re- 
plied Alexander, ''with that man, we 
are children contending with a giant. 
Without Prussia we can do nothing. 
She is the only power that has not 
been conquered by France." There 
appeared, therefore, no chance of an 
inmiediate collision between the powers. 
But notwithstanding these favourable 
circumstances, the secret ambition of 
these potentates again brought them 
into collision ; and the quarter where 
the difference arose, indicated that it 
was the glittenng prize of Constanti- 
nople which brought them to the fields 
of Eylau and Friedland. 

69. Cattaro, a small barren province 
situated to the south of Ragusa, on the 
eastern coast of the Adriatic, derives 
its value from the excellence of its har- 
bour, which is the largest and safest in 
that sea, and the skill of its seamen, 
which has always secured them an hon- 
ourable place in its naval transactions. 
By the treaty of Pressburg, it had been 
provided that this province should be 
ceded by the Imperialists to the French 
within two months after its final ratifi- 
cation. When this period had expired, 
the French commissioners authorised 
to take possession had not arrived ; and 
the Russian agent there, taking advan- 
tage of that circumstance, succeeded in 
persuading the inhabitants, who were 
almost all of Greek extraction, that 
their intended transference to France 
had fallen to the ground, and that they 
were at liberty to tender their allegi- 
ance to whom they chose. In pursu- 
ance of these instigations, the people^ 
who are styled Montenegrins, and ar- 
dently desired the establishment of a 
power professing the Greek faith within 
their bounds, rose in a tumultuous 
manner, shut up the Austrian com^ 
mander, who had only a slender gar- 
rison at his disposal, within the for- 
tress, and commenced a strict invest- 
ment, in which they were soon sup- 
ported by a Russian man-of-war, which 
arrived from Corfu. After a short 
blockade, he surrendered the place to 
the insurgents, who immediately trans- 
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ferred it to the Ruasiaiuij by whom it 
was occupied in force. But the cir- 
eumstances attending the tranaaotion 
were so auspicious, that the Austrian 
subaltern officers in the fortress pro- 
tested against its conditions, and the 
governor was afberwaixls brought to a 
court-martial at Vienna for his conduct 
on this occasion, and sentenced to con- 
finement in a Transylyanian fortress for 
life. 

70. Nothing that has since trans- 
pired authorises the belief that Austria 
was privy to this transaction; nor does 
any motive appear which could induce 
her, for so tr&ling an object, to run the 
risk of ofifending the Emperor Napo- 
leon, whose terrible legions were still 
upon the Inn. But no sooner did he 
receive intelligence of it, than Napo- 
leon ordered Marshal Berthier to delay 
the evacuation of the fortress of Brau- 
nau, on the Austrian frontier, and the 
march of all the French troops towards 
the Rhine was countermanded. In this 
way the important object was gained 
of keeping a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men still at free quarters on the 
Qerman states. He made no effort to 
dispossess the Russians and Montene- 
grins from Cattaro; buty on the pre- 
text that because the Austrians had 
failed in performing their obligaidons 
to him, he was at liberty to look for 
an indenmity wherever he could find 
it, seized upon the neighbouring city 
of Ragusa, a neutral power with which 
he had no cause whatever of hostility. 
There Lauriston, who commanded the 
French garrison, was shortly after be- 
sieged by the Russians botr^ by land 
and sea ; but before anything of moment 
could be transacted in that quarter, the 
Austrians, exhausted by the prolonged 
stay of such an immense body of men 
on their territory, made such energetic 
remonstrances to the cabinet of St Pe- 
tersburg on the subject, that they 
agreed to the evacuation of Cattaro ; 
and M. d'Oubril, who was despatched 
from the Russian cabinet to Paris, os- 
tensibly to negotiate the exchange of 
prisoners, but really to conclude a 
treaty between the two powers, brought 
authority for its surrender to the French. 
In consequence^ however, of that am- 



bassador having exceeded his instruo- 
tions, the treaty which he concluded 
was not ratified by the Emperor Alex- 
ander ; and as hostilities for that reason 
stiU continued, Lauriston was reduced 
to the last extremity in Ragusa, and 
saved from destruction only by the op* 
portune arrival of Molitor, who aidU 
vanced at the head of reinforcements 
from Dalmatia. The territory of Rar 
gusa was now fully occupied by the 
French, and continued in their hands 
till the end of September, when it was 
invaded by a powerful body of Russiaiui 
and Montenegrins. But these troops^ 
having been drawn out of their in- 
trenchments by a skilful stratagem on 
the part of Marmonty were attacked 
and defeated with great loss, and even 
experienced some difficulty in regain- 
ing the fortresses of Oastel Nuovo and 
Cattaro, from whence they had issued. 
71. M. d'Oubril came to Paris by 
Vienna ; but^ notwithstanding his con- 
ferences with the English and Austrian 
ministers at that capital, he appears^ 
when he arrived at Paris, to have acted 
in a way not agreeable to the cabinet of 
St Petersburg or his instructions. Tal- 
leyrand and the French ministers made 
such skilful use of the dependence of 
the negotiations with England, which 
Lord Yarmouth was at tibat moment 
conducting at Paris, and of the threat 
totally to destroy Austria^ if hostilities 
were resumed, that they induced in the 
Russian ambassador a belief that a se- 
parate peace with these powers was on 
the eve of signature, and that nothing 
but an instant compliance with the 
demands of the Emperor could save 
Europe from dismemberment^ and the 
Czar from all the co^nsequences of a 
single-handed contest wim Napoleon. 
Under the influence of these fears and 
misrepresentations, he suddenly signed 
a treaty as disgraceful to Russia as it 
was contrary to the good faith which 
she owed to Qreat Britain. Not conr 
tent with surrendering the mouths of 
the Cattaro, the subject of so much 
discord to France, without any other 
equivalent than an illusory promise 
that the French troops should evacuate 
Qermany in three months, he stipn- 
lated also, in the secret articles, ** tliat 
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if, in the course of events, Ferdinand 
lY. should cease to possess Sicily, the 
Emperor of Russia should unite with 
the Emperor of France in all measures 
calculated to induce the court' of Ma- 
drid to cede to the Prince-Royal of 
Naples the Balearic Isles, to be enjoyed 
by him and his successors with the title 
of king — ^the harbours of those islands 
being shut against the British flag dur- 
ing the continuance of the present war; 
that the entry to these isles should be 
closed against Ferdinand himself andhis 
queen ; and that the contracting parties 
should concur in effecting a peace be- 
tween Prussia and Sweden, without the 
latter power being deprived of Pome- 
rania." Ragusa also was to be evacuated, 
and the integrity of the Ottoman do- 
minions guaranteed by both the con- 
tracting parties — a provision which 
forms a striking contrast to the agree- 
ment for the partition of that power 
concurred in within a year afterwards 
at Tilsit Thus did Napoleon and d'Ou- 
bril concur in despoiUng the King of 
Naples of the dominions which were 
still under his command, without any 
other indenmity than a. nominal throne 
of trifling islands to his son ; gift away 
Sicily, garrisoned by English troops, 
without consulting either the court of 
Palermo or the cabinet of London; dis- 
pose of the Balearic Islands, witiiout 
the knowledge or consent of the King 
of Spain ; and stipulate the retention 
of Pomerania by Sweden, at the very 
moment that France held out the ac- 
quisition of that duchy as an equiva- 
lent which should reconcile Prussia to 
the loss of Hanover. 

72. M. d'Oubril seemed to be aware, 
at the time he signed this extraordi- 
nary treaty, that he had exceeded or 
deviated from his instructions ; for no 
sooner was it concluded, than he set ofif 
in person to render an account of it at 
St Petersburg, observing, at the same 
time — " I go to lay the treaty and my 
head at the feet of my imperial master." 
In effect, before he reached the Russian 
capital, intelligence of the formation of 
the Confederation of the Rhine had ar- 
rived, which unexpected event greatly 
strengthened the influence of the party 
hostile to France. A change of min- 



istry had ensued : Prince Adam Czar- 
torinski, and the chiefs inclined for- 
a separate accommodation, were dis- 
placed, and succeeded by the Baron 
Budberg, and the nobles who supported 
the English in opposition to the French 
alliance. The trealy was, in conse- 
quence of these events, formally dis* 
avowed by the Imperial government^ as 
** entirely in opposition to the instruc- 
tions which d'Oubril had received,"' 
though they professed their willingness 
to resume the negotiations on a basis 
which had been communicated to the- 
cabinet of the Tuileries. By this dis* 
avowal, indeed, the Russian govern* 
ment was saved the dishonour which 
must for ever have attached to it had 
so disgraceful a treaty been uncondi- 
tionally ratified ; but upon comparing- 
the powers conferred on the ambassa- 
dor by one ministry with the refusal 
to ratify the treaty by its successor, it 
was difficult to avoid the inference, 
that the difference in reality arose fromr 
a change of policy in the Imperial ca- 
binet, between the time of issuing the 
instructions and signing the treaty, not- 
any deviation from those instructions 
on the part of its ambassador. And 
all reflecting men began to conceive the 
most serious apprehensions as to the 
consequences which might ensue to the 
liberties of Europe from the alliance of 
two colossal powers, which thus took 
upon themselves, without any autho- 
rity, to dispose of inferior thrones, 
and partition the territories of weaker 
states.* 

• The powers conferred on M. d'Oubril 
bore : — "We authorise by these presents^ M. 
d'Oubril to enter into negotiations witha view 
to the establishment of peace, with whoever 
shall be sufficiently authorised on the part 
of the French government, and to conclude 
and sign with them an act or convention oa 
bases proper to consolidate peace between 
Russia and France, and to prepare it be- 
tween the other belligerent powers ; and we 
promise on our imperial word to hold good 
and execute faithftilly whatever shall be 
agreed to and signed by our said plenipoten- 
tiary, and to adhibit to it our imperial rati- 
fication in the terms that shall be specified. '^ 
On the other hand, the act of disavowal bore 
— " The pretended act of paciflcation con- 
cluded by M. d'Oubril bas been submitted 
to a coimdlspedallv summoned to that effect, 
and compflffed with the instructions which 
he had received here, and the instructions 
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78. The rapid siicoesBioii of more 
important events left no time for the 
advance of the fresh negotiations thus 
pointed at by the cabinet of St Peters- 
burg. All eyes in Europe were turned 
to the conferences between France and 
England, which had been long in de- 
pendence at Paris; and the turn which 
they were now taking left little hope 
that hostilities, in every quarter, could 
be brought to a termination. This ce- 
lebrated negotiation took its rise from 
a fortuitous circumstance equally cre- 
ditable to the government of both 
powers. An abandoned exile, in a pri- 
vate audience with Mr Fox, in Feb- 
ruary, had proposed to that minister 
to assassinate Napoleon. Either pene- 
trating the design of this wretch, who 
had once been an agent of the police in 
Paris, or inspired by a generous desire 
to prevent the perpetration of so atro- 
cious an offence, the English minister, 
after having at first dismissed him from 
his presence, had the assassin appre- 
hended, and sent information to M. Tal- 
leyrand of the proposal. This upright 
proceeding led to aoourteous reply from 
that minister, in which, after expres- 
sing his satisfaction at the new turn 
which the war had taken, which he 
regarded as a presage of what he might 
expect from a cabinet of which he 
fondly measured the sentiments ac- 
cording to those of Mr Fox, ** one of 
the men who seem expressly made to 
feel the really grand and beautiful in 
all things," he repeated that passage, 
in the exposition of the state of the 
empire by the Minister of the Interior, 
wherein Napoleon declared that he 
would always be ready to renew con- 
ferences with England on the basis of 
the treaty of Amiens. Mr Fox replied 
that he was inspired with the same sen- 
timents ; and tnus commenced a nego* 

traDsmitted to him at Vienna before his de- 
parture from that town; and they found 
that M. d'Oubril, in signing that treaty, has 
not only deviated from the instractions he 
had received, but acted in a manner directly 
contrary to the sense and spirit of the orders 
themselves." The penalty inflicted on the 
ambassador, however — that of mere buiish- 
ment to his estates— did not look as if there 
had been any very serious deviation from in- 
structions.— Mabtbhs' Sup, iv. 808; 812; and 
Habd. ix. 222. 



tiation under the most favourable of 
all auspices — mutual esteem on the part 
of the powers engaged in it. 

74. The basis proposed by Mr Fox 
was, that the ** two parties should as- 
sume it as a principle, that the peaces 
was to be honourable to themselves 
and their respective allies." — " Our in- 
terests," said Talleyrand, " are easily 
reconciled, from this alone, that they 
are distinct. You are the masters of 
the sea. Your maiitime forces equal 
those of all the k^gdoms of the earth 
put together. We are a great Conti- 
nental power ; but other nations have 
as great armies on foot as ourselves. 
If, in addition to being omnipotent on 
the ocean from your own strength, you 
desire to acquire a preponderance on- 
the Continent, by means of alliances, 
peace is not possible." Talleyrand 
strongly uiged the English minister Uy 
lay all the s^ies on either side out of 
view, and conclude a separate accom- 
modation; but in this design he was- 
unsuccessful. Mr Fox insisted, with 
honourable fimmess, that Russia should 
be made a party to the treaty. " Do 
you wish us to treat," said he, " con- 
jointly with Russia ? We answer, Yes. 
Do you wish us to enter into a sepa- 
rate treaty, independent of that power ? 
No." Finding the English minister 
immovable on this point, M. Talley- 
rand had recourse to equivocation ; 
and it was agreed that the accession of 
the Continental powers to the treaty 
should be obtained. 

75. The next step in the negotiation 
was to fix the basis on which the in- 
terests and honour of England and 
France themselves were to be adjusted. 
To ascertain this important point in a 
manner more satisfiictory than could 
be done by the slow interchange of 
written communications, M. Talley- 
rand sent for Lord Yarmouth, one of 
the English travellers whom Napoleon 
had detained a prisoner ever since the- 
rupture of the peace of Amiens, and 
proposed to him the basis on which 
France was willing to enter into an 
accommodation. These were the res- 
titution of Hanover, which, after great 
difficulty. Napoleon was brought to 
agree to--although he had only a few 
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months before ceded it to Prassia — 
and the retention of Sicily by England 
or its allies;* the recognition of the 
Emperor of France by England, and 
the gfoaranteeing of the integrity of the 
Ottoman dominions by France. These 
terms Lord Yarmouth justly consider- 
ed as equivalent to the establishment 
of the principle of uti posHdetiSf and 
stated them as such in his communica- 
tion made the same day to Mr Fox on 
the subject. 

76. At the time wken the proposals 
were made by the French government, 
no accomimodation had been effected 
with Bussia; and it was an object of 
the highest importance to induce Great 
Britain, on any terms, to accede to the 
baiBis of a negotiation. But when the 
next communication firom Talleyrand 
was made^ circumstances had entirely 
changed. D'Oubril had expressed his 
willingness to sign a separate peace in 
behalf of Bussia, and Napoleon was 
resolved to take advantage of this cir- 
cumstance to exact more favourable 
conditions than he had at first agreed 
to from the British government When 
pressed, therefore, by Lord Yarmouth 
to adhere to the principle of uti possi- 
detis, and in particular to agree to the 
Eling of Naples retaining Sicily, he re- 
plied, that though the sentiments of 
the Emperor in favour of peace had 
imdergone no alteration, " yet that 
some changes had taken plaee, the possi- 
bility of which he had hinted at when 
I last saw him," alluding to the readi- 
ness of Bussia to treat separately ; and 

• " I inquired," said Lord Yarmouth, ** whe- 
ther the possession of Sicily would be de- 
manded, it haying been so said. 'You are in pos- 
session of it»' he replied—* we do not ask it from 
you; if you were not in possession, it would 
much augment the difficulties.' Considering 
this to be very x^sitive, both from the words 
and the manner of delivering them, I ooneeiv- 
edit would be improper to make ftirther ques- 
tions. We ask nothing of you (nous ne vous 
demandons rien^ amounting to an admission 
of uti postidttia, as applicable to his Malesly's 
conquests. Talleyrand concluded wiUi these 
words : — * The sentiments of France are com- 
pletely changed : the bitterness which cha- 
racterised the commencement of this war no 
longer exists. And what we desire mo8t» is 
to live on good terms with a power so vast 
as that of Great Britain.'"— Lord Yae- 
xouth's Communicaivm, No. 12: Part. IM>. 
viiL 110. 



further mentioned that the Emperor 
had received reports from his brother, 
and the general officera under his com- 
mand, stating that Naples could Tiot he 
held without Sicily , and the probability 
they saw of gaining possession of that 
island ; that the restitution of Hanovet 
for the honour of the British crown, 
the retention of Malta for the honour 
of the navy, and of the Cape of Qood. 
Hope for the interests of commerce, 
should be sufficient inducements to 
the cabinet of St James's to enter into 
the negotiation ; that if a confidential 
communication had been made three 
months before, the questions both of 
Holland and Naples might have been 
arranged in the manner most satisfac- 
tory to Great Britain ; but that now, 
when their dominions had been settled 
on the Emperor's brothers, any aban- 
donment of any portion of them would 
be *' considered by the Emperor as a 
retrograde measure, equivalent to an 
abdication." Lord Yarmouth continued 
to insist, in terms of Mr Fox's instruc- 
tions, for the basis of uti possidetis as 
the one originally proposed by France, 
and to which Great Britain was resolv- 
ed to adhere ; that it was alone on the 
faith of this basis, more especially as 
applied to Sicily, that the conferences 
were continued; that any tergiversa- 
tion or cavil, therefore, on that capital 
article would be considered as a breach 
of the principle of the negotiation in 
its most essential part ; that full 
powers were now communicated to 
him to conduct it ; but that the posses- 
sion of Sicily was a sine gud non, with- 
out which it was useless to continue 
the conferences. Talleyrand upon this 
ofiered the Banse Towns as an equiva- 
lent to the King of Naples for the loss 
of that island : and when this was re- 
fused, to give Dalmatia, Albania, and 
Bagusa as an indemnity to his Sicilian 
majesty : looking out thus, according 
to the usual system of Napoleon, in 
every direction for indemnities at the 
expense of minor neutral states, rather 
than surrender one foot of his own 
acquisitions. 

77. This clear departure on the side 
of France from the basis of the nego- 
tiation originally laid down by its own 



1806.] 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



2S5 



mixuBter, and open avowal of the prin- 
ciple that neutral and weaker powers 
were to be despoiled in order to recon- 
cile the pretensions of the greater bel- 
ligerenti^ augured but ill for its ulti- 
mate success; and the notes which 
were interchanged gradually assumed 
a more angry character ; but the con- 
ferences were still continued for a con- 
siderable tim& Mr Fox, with the firm- 
ness which became a British minister, 
invariably insisted that Sicily should be 
retained by the King of England, and 
enjoined on Lord Yarmouth to demand 
his passports if this was not acceded 
to. The changes in Germany conse- 
quent on the Confederation of the 
Rhine were admitted by Talleyrand, 
but offered to be modified, if peace 
with Great Britain was conduded. Mr 
Fox refused to be any party to the 
project of despoiling Turkey and R&- 
gusa, independent and neutral states, 
to provide an equivalent for the aban- 
donment of Sicily ; but threw out a 
hope that by the cession of part of the 
Venetian States, with the city of Ve- 
nice, from the kingdom of Italy to the 
King of Naples, an accommodation 
might be listened to. To this, as 
mining the proposed equivalent come 
from his own allies. Napoleon would 
by no means consent. Advices were 
received at Paris that an army of thirty 
thousand men had been assembled at 
Bayonne. AU the officers in that capi- 
tal belonging to corps in Germany re* 
ceived oiders instantly to join their 
respective regiments, and the approach- 
ing signature of a separate treaty be- 
tween France and Russia, in which 
the cession of Sicily in exchange for 
the Balearic Isles, taken from Spain, 
was a principal article, came 'to the 
knowledge of tiie British plenipoten* 
tiary. • 

78. The conclusion of the separate 
peace between Russia and France on 
the day following these communica- 
tions, cQd not, of course, lessen the ex- 
pectations of the latter power, though 
it removed all difficulty arising from 
the condition to which Great Britain 
had uniformly adhered, of making the 
cabinet of St Peteraburg a painty, either 
du*ectly or in substance, to the pacifi- 



cation. But the demands of France 
did not rise in the manner that might 
have been expected after so great an 
advantage : she was still willing to al- 
low Great Britain to retain Malta, the 
Cape, and her acquisitions in India, 
and to restore Hanover: full powers 
were given to Lord Yarmouth, which 
were exchanged with those of General 
Clark. Specific retention of Sicily by 
the Eling of Naples was no longer in- 
sisted for, it being agreed by Great 
Britain that an adequate equivalent, if 
provided by lawful means, should be 
accepted. Napoleon continued to ui'ge 
the acquisition of the Hanse Towns, 
eitiier by Prussia, as a compensation 
for Hanover, or by his Sicilian majesty : 
and held out the menace that, by not 
acceding to such an arrangement, the 
invasion of Portugal would be render- 
ed inevitable, for which an army was 
already assembled at Bayonne. Nay, 
he even hinted at ulterior views in re- 
gard to the Spanish peninsula, which 
the resistance of England would cause 
to be developed, as similar ones had 
been in Holland and Naples. But, re- 
gardless of these threats, Mr Fox firm- 
ly insisted for the original basis of uti 
possidetis, as the only one which could 
be admitted ; and as matters appeared 
as far as ever from an adjustment, 
Lord Lauderdale was sent to Paris 
with full powers to treat from the 
British government. 

79. Under the auspices of this able 
nobleman, the negotiation was protract- 
ed two months longer without leading 
to any satisfactoi^ result. The English 
minister continued incessantly to de- 
mand a return to the principle of uti 
possidetis as the foundation of the ne- 
gotiation ; and the French cabinet as 
uniformly eluded or refused the de- 
mand, and insisted for the evacuation 
of Sicily by the English troops, and its 
surrender to Joseph, and the abandpn^ 
ment of all the maritime conquests of 
the war, with the exception of the 
Cape of Good Hope, by Great Britain. 
Loi*d Lauderdale in consequence re- 
peatedly demanded his passports, and 
the negotiation appeared on the point 
of terminating, when intelligence was 
received in London of the refusal of 
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the Emperor of Russia to ratify the 
treaty signed by M. d'Oubril. This 
important event made no alteration in 
the proposals of Great Britain, farther 
than an annomicement that any treaty 
now concluded must be with the con- 
currence of Russia; but it consider- 
ably lowered those of Napoleon, and 
Talleyrand announced that France 
*' would make great concessions for 
the purpose of obtaining peace/ ' These 
were afterwards explained to be the 
restoration of Hanover to Great Bri- 
tain; the confirmation of its posses- 
sion of Malta ; the cession of the Cape, 
Tobago, and Pondicherry to its em- 
pire; and the grant of the Balearic 
Isles, with an annuity from Spaitif in 
lieu of Sicily, as a compensation to the 
King of Naples. To these terms the 
English cabinet would by no means 
accede; and as there was no longer any 
appearance of an accommodation, Lord 
Lauderdale demanded and obtained his 
passports, nine days after Napoleon 
had set out from Paris to take the 
command of the army destined to act 
against Prussia. 

80. Thus this negotiation, begun 
under such favourable auspices, both 
with England and Russia, broke off 
with both powers on the subject of the 
possession of Sicily and of the mouths 
of the Cattaro. Apparently these were 
very inconsiderable objects to revive 
so dreadful a contest, and bring the 
armies of the south and north of Eu- 
rope to Eylau and Friedland ; but in 
reality the secret ends which the hostile 
powers had in view, in contending for 
these distant possessions, were more 
considerable than might be at first 
imagined. It was not merely as an 
appanage of the crown of Naples that 
Napoleon so obstinately insisted on 
Sicily for his brother; it was as the 
greatest island in the Mediterranean, 
as opening the way to the command 
of that inland sea, and clearing the 
route to Egypt and the Indies, that it 
became a paramount object of desire. 
It was not an obscure harbour on the 
coast of the Adriatic which brought 
the colossal empires of France and 
Russia into collision ; it was a settle- 
ment on the skirts of Turkey, it was 



the establishment of a French military 
station within sight of the Crescent^ 
which was the secret matter of ambi- 
tion to the one party, and jealousy to> 
the other. Thus, wlule Sicily and Cat- 
taro were the ostensible causes of dif- 
ference, India and Constantinople wer& 
the real objects in the view of th» 
parties ; and the negotiation broke ofT 
upon those eternal subjects of conten- 
tion between England, Russia, and 
France — the empire of the seas, and 
the dominion of continental Europe. 

81. The intelligence of the refusal of 
Alexander to ratify d*Oubril's treaty 
with France excited an extraordinary- 
transport at Berlin, which was mucb 
heightened when shortly after it be- 
came evident that the negotiations at 
Paris for an accommodation with Great 
Britain were not likely to prove suc- 
cessful The war party became irre- 
sistible : a sense of national degrada- 
tion had reached every heart ; thd 
Queen was daily to be seen on horse- 
back at the head of her regiment in th& 
streets of Berlin. The enthusiasm was 
universal ; but in the guards and offi- 
cers of that distinguished corps it rosee 
to a pitch approaching to frenzy. Inr 
proportion to the force with which the: 
bow had long been bent one way, was 
the violence with which it now re- 
bounded to the other. Wiser heads,, 
however, saw little ground for rational 
confidence in this uncontrolled ebulli- 
tion of popular effervescence; and evenr 
the heroic Ihrince Louis let fall some 
expressions indicating that he hoped 
for more efficient support in the field 
than the declaimers of the capital.* 
Lucchesini, who had so long conducted 
the Prussian diplomacy at the French 
capital; sent despatches to his govern- 
ment full of acrimonious complaints 
of the cabinet of the Tuileries, which 
either by accident or design fell into 
the hands of the French police, and 
were laid before Napoleon. He in- 
stantly demanded the recall of the ob- 

* He repeated with emphasis the lines of 
the poet Gleims, in allusion to the warlike/ 
bards of Berlin : — 

*' Sie singen laut im hohen chor 
Vom Tod, fttrs Vaterland uns vor : 
Doch kommt ein einsiser Husar, 
So laoft die ganse Barden Schar.** 
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noxious minister, who left Paris early 
in September, and was succeeded by 
Knobelsdorf, whose mission was mainly 
to protract matters, that the cabinet of 
Berlin might complete its preparations, 
and if possible gain time for the distant 
«uccours of Russia to arrive on the 
Elbe. But as the troops on both sides 
were hastening to the scene of action, 
«ind it was evident of how much im- 
portance it was that the strength of 
Russia should be thrown into the scale 
before a decisive conflict took place, 
Napoleon easily penetrated their de- 
fiign, and resolved himself to commence 
hostilities. His forces were so great 
that they might well inspire confidence 
in the issue of the contest He had 
four hundred and fifty thousand men 
on foot) of whom a hundred and fifty 
thousand were in the interior, and a 
hundred and seventy thousand with 
ihe Qi'and Army in the centre of Qer- 
inany, besides fifty thousand in Lom- 
bardy. Thirty thousand horse, and 
ten thousand artillerymen, formed part 
of the force with which he would fii-st 
commence operations. His troops for 
«ome weeks past had been rapidly de- 
aling from Braunau, the Inn, and the 
l^^ecker, towards the banks of the Elbe, 
and one hundred thousuid men were 
-approaching the Thuringian Forest. 
He set ou^ therefore, from Paris to 
-put himself kt their head on the night 
of the 26th September, conveyed the 
<j^uard by post to Mayence, and was 
4Jready far advanced on his journey 
to the theatre of war, when the Prus- 
sian ultimatum was delivered at Paris 
^y M. Knobelsdorf. Its conditions 
"were — 1st, That the French troops 
should forthwith evacuate Qermany, 
oonmiencing their retreat from the day 
when the King of Prussia might re- 
oeive the answer of the Emperor, and 
•continuing it without interruption. 
2d, That the districts on the Wesel 
should be detached from the French 
•empire. Sd, That no obstacles should 
be thrown in the way of the formation 
of a counter-league in the north of Qer- 
many. No stronger pi'oof of the in- 
fatuation which had seized the cabinet 
of Berlin can be desired than the fact 
of their having, in the presence of 



Napoleon and the Grand Army, and 
without any present aid either from 
Russia, Austria, or England, proposed 
terms suitable rather to the day after 
the rout of Rosbach than the eve of 
the battle of Jena. 

82. The public mind was at this 
period violently excited in Germany 
against the French, not merely by t^eir 
prolonged stay beyond the Rhine, and 
the enoimous expenses with which it 
was attended, but by a cruel and illegal 
murder committed by orders of Napo- 
leon on a citizen of one of the free 
cities of the empire, who had sold a 
work hostile to his interests. Palm, a 
tradesman in Nuremberg, had been 
instrumental with many other book- 
Bellera in circulating the celebrated 
pamphlet by Gentz, already mentioned, 
in which the principle of resistance to 
French aggression was strongly incul- 
cated, and another by Amdt, entitled 
" The Spirit of the Age," of a similar 
tendency, but in neither of which was 
any reconmiendation of assassination 
or illegal measures held forth. The 
others were fortunate enough to make 
their escape ; but Palm was seized by 
the French soldiers, dragged before a 
military commission of French officers 
assembled by the Emperor's orders at 
Braunau, and there sentenced to be 
shot, which inhuman decree was im- 
mediately carried into execution, with- 
out his being so much as allowed to 
enter on his defence.* This atrocious 

* The jud^noiiexit of the military commis- 
sion convicting Palm, and sentencing him to 
death, bore in its preamble : — " Considering 
that wherever there is an army, the first and 
most pressing duty of its chief is to watch 
over its preservation ; that the circulation of 
writings tending to revolt and assassination 
menaces not only the safety of the army, but 
that of nations ; that nothing is more urgent 
than to arrest the progress of such doctrines, 
subversive alike of the law of nations and the 
respect dve to crotmed heads ; injurious to the 
people committed to their government : in a 
word, subversive of all order and subordina- 
tion--declare8 unanimously, that the authors, 

Erinters, publishers, and distributors of li- 
els bearhig such a character, should be con- 
sidered as guilty of high treason, and pun- 
ished with death." Such were the doctrines 
in which the frenzy of the French Revolu- 
tion, which began by proclaiming war to the 
palace and peace to the cottage, the contest 
which opened by an invitation tc the people 
of all countries to throw oflT the yoke of 
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proceeding, for which there is not a 
shadow of excuse, either in the nature 
of the publication charged, or in the 
law of nations, excited the most pro- 
found indignation in G^ermany. Hen 
compared the loud declamations of the 
republican partisans in favour of the 
liberty of the press with this savage 
violation of it by their militaay chief; 
and concluded, that the only freedom 
which they really had at heart was 
license for their own enormities, and 
the only system of government which 
was to be expected from their ascen- 
dancy, that of military violence. A 
dignified proclamation, issued about 
the same time by the senate of Frank- 
fort, after recounting the enormous 
contributions which they had paid to 
the French armies in 1796, 1799, 1800, 
and 1806, concluded with declaring 
their inability to preserve the indepen- 
dence of their country, which had been 
transferred to the Elector of Mayence, 
and recommending submission to the 
arms of France. Augereau replied to this 

crowned heads, terminated I It is hard to 
say whether the barefJEioed feJaehood, delusive 
sophistry, or cold-blooded cruelty of this in- 
famous conviction are most conspicuous. The 
pamphlets which Palm had sold contained 
no doctrines whatever recommending assas- 
sination, or any private crime. If they had, 
they were published, not in the dominions 
of France, or by any person who owed alle- 
gianoe to its Emperor, but in the free city of 
Nuremberg, in the heart of the Qerman em- 
pire ; and they were addressed, not to the 
subjects of Napoleon, but to Germans, aliens 
to his authority, and enemies of his govern- 
ment. The French armies, contrary to the 
express terms of the peace of Fressburg, 
were remaining in ana devouring the re- 
sources of that coimtry, upon the hollow pre- 
text that RvMta, a separate power at war 
with France, had in the usual course of hos- 
tility conquered a town ceded by Austria to 
the French empire. The pamphlets pub- 
lished were nothing but appeals to the Ger- 
mans to xmite against this foreign oppression, 
and certainly never had men a more justifi- 
able cause of hostility. Applying Napoleon's 
principles to himself, what pumshment 
would they fix on the head of him who pub- 
lished proclamations calling on the Vene- 
tians, tna Irish, and Swisa^ to throw off the 
yoke of their respective governments, and 
avowed his intention, when he landed in 
England, to call on the whole subjects of the 
British empire to throw off the rule of their 
sovereign and parliament, and to establish 
annual parliaments and universal suffhigeT 
— BlONON, V. 887, 838. 



proclamation by a stem requisition to 
havethe authors of itdeliveredup to him 
in twenty-four houra : the fate of Palm 
was universally anticipated for the ma- 
gistrates of the state : but after they 
had been arrested, Napoleon, alarmed 
at the universal horror which that 
tragic event had excited, deemed it pru- 
dent to drop further proceedings. 

83. The death of this unfortunate 
victim did not pass unrevenged, either 
upon Napoleon or the French people. 
It fell deeply and profoundly on the 
generous heart of Mi* Fox, whose en- 
thusiastic hopes of the extension of 
general freedom by the spread of re- 
publican principles were thus cruelly 
belied by the deeds perpetrated by its 
leaders in the name of the French 
people, and contributed, perhaps more 
than any other circumstance, to pro- 
duce that firm resolution to adhere to 
the basis originally laid down by Na- 
poleon for the negotiations which ulti- 
mately led to their abandonment The 
carnage of Spain, the catastrophe of 
Moscow, the conquest of France, the 
exile to St Helena, are thus directly 
associated with this deed of blood. The 
brave and the free thenceforward saw 
clearly, in every part of Europe, that 
no hope for public or private liberfy 
remained but in a determined resis- 
tance to the aggressions of France ; that 
slaveiy and chains followed in the rear 
of the tricolor flag. Napoleon has 
frequently said, that if Mr Fox had 
lived, peace would have been concluded* 
and all the subsequent misfortunes of 
his reign averted; but the truth of 
history must dispel the illusion, and 
the English annalist cannot permit the 
insidious praises of an enemy to tear 
from one of the brightest ornaments 
of his country the honour of having at 
last been awakened to a sense of the 
nature of revolutionary ambition, and 
of having possessed the magnanimity^ 
in opposition to his former feng-con- 
tinned delusion, instantly to act ufMi 
the conviction. 

84. In his last instructions, dictated 
a few weeks before his death, to Lord 
Yarmouth, there is to be found the 
firmest resolution to insist on the ori- 
ginal basis of the n^otiation, and never 
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to consent to any other : Earl Spencer, 
who succeeded him^ had merely to fol- 
low out the path thus cleai'ly chalked 
out.* In several of the speeches which 
he had delivered, after he had obtained 
the direction of foreign affairs, is to 
be found a candid admission that his 
opinion as to the necessity and justice 
01 the war had undergone a toted alter- 
atioai* Thus the discord of earlier 
years was at length by this great man 
foigotten in the discharge of patriotic 

* "In tiie instructions," says Mr Fox in 
his last important official despatch, "given 
to Lord Lauderdale, the repeated tergiversa- 
tions of France during the negotiation are 
detailed. It is from tnence alone that any 
delav has arisen. The offers made through 
Lord Yarmouth were so clearly and unequi- 
vocally expressed, that the intention of the 
French government could not be doubted. 
But they were no sooner made than depart- 
ed from. In the first conferences after his 
Lordship's return to France, Sicily was de- 
manded ; in the former, it had been disthxct- 
ly disclaimed. This produced a delay attri- 
butable solely to France : our answer was 
immediate and distinct: the new demand 
was declared to be a breach of the principle 
of the proposed negotiation in its most essen- 
tial ■peatB. To obviate the cavil on the want 
of powers, full iwwers were sent to you, but 
with an express injunction not to use them 
till the French government should return to 
its former ground with respect to Sicily. M. 
Talleyrand, upon being informed of tms de- 
termination, proposed to give the Hanse 
Towns in lieu of Sicily to the K'mg of Naples. 
The moment this proposal was received here 
it was rejected ; and the same despatch which 
conveyed that rejection carried out his Ma- 
jesty's commands, if the demand for Sicily 
should still be persisted in, to demand his 
passports and return to England. M. Talley- 
rand upon this made fresh proposals, sup- 
ported by Bussia, as affording the means of 
preventing the meditated changes in Ger- 
many ; and stated, * that these chances were 
determined upon, but should not oe pub- 
lished if peace took place.' That despatch 
was received here on the 12th, and on the 
17th, in direct violation of these assurances, 
the Qerman confederation treaties were both 
signed and published. Such are the unfound- 
ed pretences by which the French govern- 
ment seeks to atUibute to delays on our part 
the results of its own injustice and repeated 
breach of promise." Such was Mr Fox's 
d^in^ view of the negotiation up to the be- 
gummg of August ; and it surely contains 
no confirmation of Napoleon's assertion, that, 
if he had lived, peace would have been con- 
cluded. Its last stages, down to his death 
on 17th September, were conducted in strict 
oonformitv to the instructions he had given to 
Xiord Lauderdale.— Mr Fox.'b Despatches, Aug. 
Sdand 14th, 1806 ; Farl Jkb. viii. 188, 164. 

t In the Debate on Mr Windham's mill- 



duty : the two lights of the age came 
finally to concur in the same policy. If 
Mr Pitt Bti*uggled for fifteen years, 
amidst difficulty and disaster, to carry 
on the war, it was Mr Fox wjio be- 
queathed the flood of glory in which it 
tenxdnated to his successors ; and who, 
after having spent the best part of his 
life in recommending less honourable 
and enlightened measures of conces- 
sion to his country, in his last moments 
" nailed her colours to the mast."^^ 

tary system, on April 3, 1806, Mr Fox said, 
with admirable candour :— " Indeed, by the 
circumstances of Burope, I am zeady to 
confess that / have been veaned from the 
opinions which I fortMrly held with respect 
to the force which might suffice in time of 
peace : nor do I oonsider this as any incon- 
sistency, because I see no rational prospect of 
any peace which would exempt us from the 
necessity of watchfttl preparation and power- 
ful establishments. If we cannot obtain a 
safe and honourable peace, of whioh it is im- 
possible in the actual state of af&irs to be 
sanguine, and if we are not successful in 
carrying on the war, we must be reduced to 
that state which I for one cannot contem- 
plate without apprehension, — ' toto divisos 
orbe Britannos,^ — and be left to our own 
resources and colonial possessions. In such 
an arduous and difficult struggle, demand- 
ing everv effort and every exertion, or in- 
deed under any system which we may act 
upon, a large army is indispensable." — 
Farl. Deb. vi. 716, 716. 

t This memorable final coincidence of 
opinion between Pitt and Fox, on the neces- 
sity of continuing the war, is not the only- 
instance of a similar approximation equally 
honourable to both parties. Ten years be- 
fore, the champions of the constitution and 
of revolution, Mr Burke and Sir James Mack- 
intosh, the well-known author of the Vvndir 
doe GaUicce, had in like manner come to view 
the origin of the convulsion in the same 
light. " The enthusiasm," said Mackintosh 
in a letter to Burke, "with which I once 
embraced the instruction conveyed in your 
writings, is now ripened into solid conviction 
by the experience and conviction of more 
mature age. For a time, seduced by the 
love of what I thought liberty, I ventured 
to oppose, without ever OMsing to venerate, 
that writer who had nourished my under- 
standinjg with themost wholesome prindples 
of political wisdom. I speak to state facts, 
not to flatter : you are above flattery. I am 
too proud to flatter even you. Since that 
time a melanchol jr experience has undeceived 
me on many suciiects, in which I was then 
the dupe of my own enthusiasm. I cannot 
say I even now assent to all your opinions on 
the present politics of Europe. But I can 
with truth affirm that I subscribe to your 
general principles, and am prepared to a^ied 
my blood in defence of the laws and consti- 
tution of my country." Burke answered 
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85. The health of this illustrious 
man had for some weeks past been de- 
clining ; and in the middle of July he 
was compelled to discontinue his at- 
tendaBce in parliament, though he was 
«till assiduous in his duties at the 
Foreign Office. Notwithstanding all 
the efforts of medical skill, his com- 
plaint daily became more alarming. 
Symptoms of dropsy rapidly succeeded, 
and yielded only for a brief space to 
the usual remedies. On the 7th Sep- 
tember he sank into a profound state 
of weakness, and on the 13th of the 
same month breathed his last, having 
entertained almost to the end of life 
confident hopes of recovery. Thus 
departed from the scene of his great- 
ness, within a few months after his 
illustrious rival, Charles Fox. Few 
znen during life have led a more bril- 
liant career, and none were ever the ob- 
ject of more affectionate love and ad- 
miration from a numerous and enthu- 
siastic body of friends. Their attach- 
ment approached to idolatry. All his 
failings, and he had many, were for- 
gotten in the generous warmth of his 
feelings, and the enthusiastic temper 
of his heart " The simplicity," says 
Mackintosh, ''of his character com- 
vnunicated confidence; the ardour of 
his eloquence roused enthusiasm ; the 
gentleness of his manners inspired 
friendship."—" I admired," says Gib- 
4>on, " the powers of a superior man, as 
they were blended in his attractive cha- 
racter with the simplicity of a child. No 
human being was ever more free from 
any taint of malignity, vanity, or false- 
liood." Nothing can more strongly 
mark the deep impression made by 
this part of Mr Fox's character than 
the words of Burke, pronounced six 
months after all intercourse between 

from the bed of death : — "You have begun 
your opposition by obtaining a great victory 
over yourself; and it shows how much your 
own sagacity, operating on your own expe- 
dience, is capable of adding to your own 
extraordinary talents and to your early eru- 
dition. It was the show of virtue, and the 
semblance of public happiness, which could 
alone mislead a mind like yours. A better 
knowledge of their substance alone has put 
you on the way that leads the most securely 
and certainly to your end." What words be- 
tween such men I — Macuntosh's Memoin. 
1 87, 88. 



them ceased : — '' To be sure, he is a 
man made to be loved ! "* 

86. A man of pleasure in every sense 
of the word ; dissipated and irregular 
in private life ; having ruined his 
private fortune at the gaming-table, 
and often emerging from such haunts 
of vice to make his greatest appear- 
ances in parliament, yet he never rose 
without, by the elevation of his senti- 
ments, and the eneigy of his language, 
exciting the admiration, not only of 
his partisans, but of his opponents. 
The station which he occupied in the 
British pai'liament was not that merely 
of the leader of a powerful and able 
party. He was at the head of the 
friends of freedom in the human race. 
To his words the ardent and enthusi- 
astic everywhere turned as to those of 
the gifted spirit intrusted with their 
cause. To his support the oppressed 
and destitute universally looked as 
their last and best refuge in periods of 
disaster. "When he pleaded," sajra 
Chateaubriand, "the cause of humanity, 
he reigned — ^he triumphed. Ever on 
the side of suffering, his eloquence ac- 
quired additional power from his gra- 
tuitous exertions in behalf of the un- 
fortunate. He crept even to the coldest 
heart. A sensible alteration in the tone 
of the orator discovered the man. In 
vain the stranger tried to resist the im- 
pression made upon him; he turned 
aside and wept." 

87. Mr Fox was the greatest debater 
that the English parliament ever pro- 

* The convivial talents of Fox vrare great, 
as may well be believed from his so long 
being the idol of the brilliant circle of wits 
and beauties who in his early days did hom- 
age to the rising sim of the Prince of Wales. 
With men his conversation often partook of 
the licentious character of the fashionable 
and unscrupulous society in whic^ he lived ; 
but in the company of elegant women no 
man was more scrupulously well-bred, or 
often more felicitous in the delicate expres- 
sion of flattery. On one occasion, when he 
was at a supper at the house of the young 
and beautifiil Duchess of Devonshire, a sort 
of game went round, in which each gentle- 
man presented the lady next him with fruit 
of some kind, accompanied by an impromptu 
line or verse: "Come, Mr Fox," said the 
Duchess, " you have given me nothing as 
yet: whatareyoutiii^lngof?" He imme- 
diately took a bunch of grapes, and presented 
it to the Duchess with the words, *' Jo plaLs 
Juaqult rivrease." 
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duoed : he has been styled by a most 
oompetent judge, ''the most Demos- 
thenian orator who has appeared since 
the days of Demosthenes."* Without 
the admirable arrangement and lucid 
order which enabled Mr Pitt to trace, 
through all the details of a oompHcated 
question, the ruling principle which he 
wished to impress upon his audience, 
he possessed a greater power of turn- 
ing to his own advantage the incidents 
of a debate or admissions of an antago- 
nist, and was unrivalled in the power 
and eloquence of his reply. In the 
outset of his speech he often laboured 
under hesitation of expression, and was 
ungainly or awkward in manner ; but 
as he warmed with the subject^ his 
oratory became more rapid, his de- 
livery impassioned, and, before it 
dosed, the enraptured senate often 
hung in breathless suspense on his 
words. He was an accomplished clas- 
sical scholar, and was master of an ex- 
traordinary power of turning to the 
best advantage the information which 
he possessed, or had gained during the 
debate. But his habits were too de- 
sultory — ^his indolence too great — ^his 
love of pleasure too powerful, to per- 
mit him to acquire extensive know- 
ledge.i* Respectable as a historian, the 
fragment on the annals of the English 
Revolution which he composed is 
justly admired for the purity of its 
style and the manliness of its senti- 
ments; but the pen was too cold an 
instrument to convey the fervid bursts 
of his eloquence, and the reader will 
look in vain for the impassioned flow 
of the parliamentaiy orator.:): It is in 
the debates of the House of Commons 
that his real greatness is to be seen ; 
and a vigorous intellect will seldom 
receive higher gratification than from 

* Sir Jamea Mackintosh. 

t No man more frequently referred to 
Adam Smith; yet he had never read the 
"Wealth of Nations." 

X This is the more remarkable^ as he had 
80 elevated a conception of the proper cha- 
racter of history that he classed the chief 
works of thought thus : — 1. Poetrv. 2. His- 
tory. 3. Oratory. This was no slight hom- 
age to the historical muse, when coming 
from the first orator of his own. or perhaps 
any age.— Fox's Hitlory, Introd. p. vii. 

VOL. VL 



studying the vehement declamation — ■ 
the powerful and fervent reasoning — 
by which his great speeches there are 
distinguished. 

88. But, notwithstanding all this, 
the fame of Mr Fox is on uie decline, 
not from a diminished sense of his 
genius, but an altered view, among the 
thinking few at least, of his principles. 
With the extinction of the generation 
which witnessed his parHamentary 
efforts — with the death of the friends 
who were captivated by his social 
qualities, his vast reputation is sen- 
sibly diminishing. Tune, the mighty 
agent which separates truth from £Bdse- 
hood — experience, which dispels the 
most general illusions — suffering, which 
extinguishes the warmest anticipations 
when unfounded in human nature, have 
separated the wheat from the chaff in 
his principles. In so far as he sought 
to uphold the principles of general 
freedom, and defend tiie cause of the 
unfortunate and oppressed, in whatever 
country — ^in so far as he protected in 
legislation the freedom ox the press, 
and opposed the infamous traffic in 
human flesh, his efforts will ever com- 
mand the respect and sympathy of 
mankind. But in so &r as he sought 
to advance this cause by advocating 
the principles of democracy — ^in so far 
as he supported the wild projects of 
the French revolutionists, and palliated 
when he could not defend tiieir atro- 
cious excesses — ^in so fiur as he did his 
utmost to transfer to this country the 
same destructive doctrines, and, under 
the name of Reform, sought to give an 
entrance hei-e to Jacobin fanaticism and 
infidel zeal — in so far as he counselled 
peace and recommended concession, 
when peace would have been the com- 
mencement of civil warfare, and con- 
cession a crouching to revolutionary 
ambition — he supported principles 
calculated to destroy all the objects 
which he himself had in view, and in- 
duce the very tyranny against which 
the thunders of his eloquence were 
directed. 

89. The doctrines, that all abuses 
are owing to power being confined to 
a few hands — that the extension of 
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poUtioal influenoe to ih« lows* ekflses 
is tlM oiily antidote to the evil — that 
-virtue, wiadooo, and intelligence will be 
brought to bear on public affairs when 
those olasMB are intrusted with their 
diieotion-Hand that the growth, of de- 
znocratio aacendaacy is the ccomaeDoe' 
meiit at Bocial regeaeration, — are sorae- 
timaa amiable, from the philanthropy 
of tboaa who aupport them, and always 
will be popular, from thie agreeable 
flattocy they convey to tiu9 multitude 
They are liable to only one objection — 
thai they are altogether Tisionary and 
ohimArica], found^ on a total miaoon- 
ceptloa of human nature, and a £Eiial 
foigfttftilTWBB of the oharaeter of the 
yasfe majocU^ of men wIlo in every 
rank are swaged by aelfwhniwa og stimur 
li^ed by pasBUM). Th«^ invariably lead, 
whan put in piaetlee, to results diamA- 
trioally the reverse of what were held 
forth, or expeatad by their suj^rtenk 
Abuses, by the introduction of a de* 
mocvatio regime, it is soon found, in- 
stead of being diminished, are multi- 
plied tenfold ; tyranny, instead of being 
eradisated, is enormously increased; 
personal and social seourityy instead of 
being established, is kept in perpetual 
jeopardy; the weight of public opinion, 
instead of an antidbte to evil, becomes 
its greatest promoter, by bong ex^rt> 
ed in favour <^ those by whom its enaa> 
mitiea are perpetrated. It is by the 
opposing inflnsnce of these powers that 
the blessings of g^aneral freedom are 
secured under a oonstitutionaL men* 
arohy ; no hope lemaina of its outliv- 

* '''In the oon teste of the Greek common- 
wealih* " nvs TbwajdidoA, ** i3aom who were 
esteemed the most depraved, and had the 
least foresight, invariably prevailed ; for, 
beingr consciouB of this weakness, and dread- 
ing to be overreadhed by those of greater 
penetration, they went to workhasfciry with 
the sword and poniard, and thereby got the 
better of their antagonists^ who were occu- 
pied with more refined sdiemes. — "Amidst 
mobs "and sedition,*' Bays the Bomaii an» 
nalist^ *' all that is base has the greatest 
power ; peace and tranquillii^ are sustahiBd 
by the good."—" I see at last," said the 
Kittnch oemagogne when going to the soaf- 
fold, " that in revolutions power ihlls into 
the hands of the most base." '* A demo- 
cratio republic," said the British stateflonan, 
" is not the government of the few by the 
man^ but of the many by the few; with 
this difi^noe, that the few who are thus 



ing the spring-flood whidbi drowns the 
institutions of a state, when these onr 
tagonist forces are brought for my 
length of time to draw in the same di- 
rection.* 

90. The liberties of Engkad long 
survived the finn resiatance which Mr 
Pitt oj^esed to revolutionary piin- 
ciples ; but those of France penahed 
at onoe, and perha{» for ever, under 
the triumph in whiioh. Mr Fox so elo- 
quently exulted on the other side of the 
Channel. Taugkt by this great ex- 
ample, postoEity wiU not seareh the 
speieohes of Mr Fox for histotio tntit, 
or pronounce him gifted wi^ any e» 
traordinary political penetration. On 
the contrary, it must record witik regre^ 
that the light whieh broke upen Mr 
Burke at the outset of the Revolution, 
and on Mr Pitt be£sve<its prijMipal atro* 
cities began, only shone on his fervent 
mind whim descending to the gravsk It 
can only award to Imn, dtairing the 
gPBBAeac part of hi* career, the proiflfr of 
an ^oquent debater, a brilliant sophisfty 
but not that of a profound thinker or 
a philosophic obsorvei^ But reooUeel- 
ing the mixture of weakness in the 
nature of all^ and the strong tendenoy 
of political contention to dim tiin 
dei^t intellect and wm^ tlin stroB^ast 
judgment, it will, while it eondamne a 
great part of his principleB, do justioo 
to his motives and venerate his hearty 
— ^it wiU indulge the ptowring hopc^ 
that a longer Ufe would have we«Md 
him from all, as he honourably admits 
it bad done from many^ of hxa earlier 



elevated to power are the most worthli 
and profligate of the oammunity.** *'D«mo- 
omaj," says the author of the Vinditim Oai- 
Uece, " is the most monstrous of all goven> 
mentB, beecause it is impossible at once to 
act and to control; and oonsequentiy the 
sovereign power la there left without any 
restraint whatever. That form of govern- 
ment is the best whldi plaeet tkt efficient 
dhteHen in tht handt 9f At cn'JsEBcraev, <«&- 
>eti»i0rClkmi»itf «wtviwfott« conM^tte 
wxypU qX larffe." What a Baiprising oainci- 
oence betweoi tiie o^iions of sueh men in 
such distant ageat ae is a bold speculator 
who, on such a suljeot^ difhrefirom the oon- 
cnrilng authority of Thupydidea^ Sallust^ 
Danton, Mr Pitt^ and Sir James Mackin- 
tosh.— THuOTDinn^ L iii. e. 39; Sallusz, 
de BtOo Cat/ Rioum^ 07; Ptt rt e»ai to ir« 
Eittoiret ttt. 902; MAomraoeH'B Jf«nolnu 
t92. 
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detnriont; and admite the magmoii- 
mous flrmiMBs with wliich, on thd bed 
of deKthi he atoned for hia post e^rrorsy 



by bequeathing, in a moment of <»xtra- 
ordinary gk>om, the flag of England 
unlowered to hia auccesaon. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 



OAMTAias Ot JE^A— ^ALL Ot P&tTBSlA. 



1. Ko monarchy in Europe ia leaa in- 
debted than the Pruaaian, for ita poli- 
tical power and importance, to the 
advantagea of nature^ Ita territory, 
flat^ aandy, and in great part comparar 
tively aterile, can only be brought to a 
high state of cultivation by long-con- 
tinued efforta, and the unsparing ap- 
plication of human industry. Ita aea* 
coast haa few advantageoua harbours ; 
ita rirersy though numerous, and in 
general narigable^ descend for the 
greater part of their courae through 
the territories of separate or riyal 
states. Without the natural fertility 
of the Sarmatian plains, or the mineral 
wealth of the Bohemian mountains; 
destitute alike of the flodbs of Hungary 
and the herds of Switzerland ; enjoying 
neither the forests of Norway nor the 
yinea of France — ^it dependa entirely 
on grain crops and pastures, and for 
them the bounty of nature has afford- 
ed no peculiar advantages. Vast tracts 
of ^oomy heath, or blowing sand, 
hardly less unproductive, form a large 
part of its smrface; in other places, 
cheerless, desolate plains, thickly strewn 
with ruciies or stunted firs, convey a 
monotonous, mournful impression to 
the mind of the traveller. Yet have 
the industry and perseverance of man 
conquered all these disadvantages : the 
arid sands have been covered with 
waving crops, the rushy fields with 
rich pastures; and in no country in 
Europe is agriculture now advancing 
with more vigorous strides, or popula- 



tion increasing with such steady rapid- 
ity.* 

2. If Prussia owes little to her na- 
tural advantages, she is indebted stiU 
less to the political facilities of her 
situation, or the homogenei^ in cha- 
racter of her inhabitants. Her terri- 
tory, which haa gradually been en- 
larged by the talents or good fortune 
of her rulers, is widely scattered from 
the Bhine to the Vistula, with other 
states in some places intervening, and 
in general in such long shreda aa equally 
to expose her to attack and to deprive 
her of the advantagea of a compact 
formation of defence. Her population 
is composed of different races, speak- 
ing in some places different languages, 
and but recently actuated in any by a 
common bond of national attachment. 
The old electorate of Brandenburg ori^ 
ginally formed part of the vaat mon- 
archy of Poland, and broke off from that 
unwieldy commonwealth during tha- 
weakness of ita unbridled democracy ; 

* PruBSia ooutatns at present— ^^y,,^^ 

Arable landa^ .... 47,295,716 

Vineyards, 1,024,17« 

. 14,82«,429 

. 16,072,714 

. 28,800,000- 

. 8,086,847 



Meadowy 
P«Bture0b 
Forests^ 
Wastes, lakes, tc. 



UM06,882 

Or nearly 111, 000 aqtutfeSngliah i^eoMphical 
miles. Twanty-one thousand four mindred 
and ninety arpents make a square Cterman 
fl[eographical mile.—- Tchobobski, i. 116; aend 
FoBSfnatandiriBKR, StatitHaueidelaPrum^ 
17,21. -^ •» 
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Silesia^ conquered by the Great Frede- 
rick in the middle of the eighteenth 
century, is a province of Bohemia, 
and is chiefly inhabited by Slavonian 
tribes ; while Prussian Poland was the 
fruit of the iniquitous spoliation of 
that unhappy state in 1772 and 1794, 
and its inhabitants retain all the 
mournful recollections and national 
traditions by which the Sarmatian 
race is characterised in every part of 
the world. Yet does the Prussian mon- 
archy now form a united and pros- 
perous whole : its rise during the last 
century has been rapid beyond ex- 
ample; it singly defeated, under the 
Qreat Frederick, a coalition of the 
three most powerful monarchies in 
lEurope; and it yields to no country 
in the world in patriotic spirit, and 
the glorious efforts which it has since 
made to maintain its independence. 

3. Augmented as it has been by the 
acquisitions made at the treaty of 
Paris in 1814| the Pinissian monarchy 
now contains upwards of fifteen mil- 
lions of inhabitants, who are diffused 
over a tenitory embi*acing one hun- 
dred and eleven thousand four hundred 
and eighty-eight square English miles 
— a surface little less than that of Great 
Britain and Ireland, which contain one 
hundred and twenty-two thousand. At 
the commencement of the war of 1806, 
liowever, both were much less con- 
siderable ; the former only amounting 
to nine million five hundred thousand 
souls, the latter to seventy-two thou- 
sand square miles of territory. If this 
considerable population was placed on 
a compact and defensible territory, it 
would form a great and powerful mon- 
archy, having nearly the resources, in 
population and territory, of the British 
empire in Europe at the commence- 
ment of the Revolutionary war; but 
both population and territoiy are so 
scattered over a long and narrow ex- 
tent of level surface, that they seem at 
first sight to be a source rather of 
weakness than strength. They extend 
from the banks of the Niemen to those 
of the Sarre, over a space three hun- 
dred leagues, or nine hundred miles 
.in length; while the greatest breadth 
does not exceed a hundred and thirty 



leagues, and their average is not above 
forty. These straggling territories are 
in many places interrupted by the pos* 
sessions of foreign princes, enclosed 
within those of Prussia, which, on the 
other hand, has no inconsiderable por- 
tion of its dependencies imbedded in 
the dominions of other states. Thus 
the Prussian dominions present an ir- 
regular strip stretching along the whole 
north of Germany, having its back to 
the Baltic Sea and German Ocean, the 
harbours of which are liable to be 
blockaded by the superior fleets of 
Britain; while its long front is exposed 
to the incursions of Austria, and its 
two extremities lie open, with no na- 
tural frontier capable of defence, and 
but few artificial strongholds, to the 
incursions of the great monarchies of 
France and Russia — ^the former pos- 
sessing above twice, the latter nearly 
four times its militaiy resources. 

4. The urban population of Pinissia 
bears a remarkably laige proportion 
to the rural, for the former amounts to 
a fourth of the whole inhabitants. The 
number of towns and burghs is ten 
hundred and twelve, of which thirty- 
seven contain above ten thousand in- 
habitants.* This great number and 





PopataUon 




in ISM. 


• Yi«.- Berlin, . . . . 


258,000 


Breslaa, . . . , 


88,000 


Cologne, . . . , 
KOnigsbei^g, 


71,000 


70,000 


Torgau 


70.000 


Dantzio, 


. 65,000 


Hagdebui^, 


. 42,000 


Aix-la-Chapelle, 


87,000 


Stettin, 


. 86,000 


Elberfeld, . . . . 


. 29,000 


Duaaeldorf; 


. 28,000 


Coblentz; . 


. 26,000 


Posen, 


. 25,000 


Halle 


. 26.000 




. 24,000 


Erfurt, 


. 22,000 


Heme], . . . , 


10,000 


Frankfort-on-Oder, 


. 18,000 


Krefeld, 


. 17,000 


TrSvea, 


. 16,000 


Btralsund, . 


. 16,000 


Halberstadt, 


. 15,000 


Brandeubai^, 


15,000 


Neisse, 


13.000 


Ologau, 


12.500 


Bonn, .... 


ia;500 


Qnedlinburg, 


12,500 


GOrlitz, . . . . 


12.000 


Briegr, 


12,000 


liegnltz, . . . < 


11,600 



i8oe.] 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



245 



8use of towns indioates other eztraor- 
dinaiy riches in the adjacent territoiy, 
as in Lombardy and Flanders, or con- 
siderable manufacturing advantages, 
such as those which have raised the 
cities to such a stupendous magnitude 
in the north of England and the west 
of Scotland. Such, accordingly, is the 
case ; and the manufacturing industry 
of Prussia, in spite of the prohibitoiy 
system adopted generally by the Con- 
tinental states, is very considerable. 
Inferior, of course, by more than a 
half, in proportion to the square league 
of territory to that of Britain, it is 
considerably superior to that of 
France.* The iron-works and manu- 
factories of zinc and copper, as well as 
the salt-works, in its dominions, are 
very extensive ; and the cotton manu- 
^BUJtures, though reoentiy established, 
are making, under the shelter of the 
heavy protective duties established 
against those of England, rapid pro- 
gresa The total amount of its exports 
in 1828 was 24,102,000 thalers, or 
nearly £4,000,000, and four thousand 
merchant vessels bore the flag of 
Frederick-William. 

5. The main strength of Prussia, 
however, lies in its agriculture ; and it 
is in the patriotic spirit and undaunted 
courage of the class engaged in it^ that 
the monarchy in every age has found 
the surest bulwark against foreign ag- 
gression. So rapid has been the in- 
crease of sheep of late years in Prussia, 
that their number, which in 1816 
amounted only to 8,261,400, had risen 

Popalaifam 
lalSM. 



OrQnebeiv, 
8chw«idnitB, 


. 11.900 


. 11,000 


Minden, 


. 11.000 


HUhlhansen, 


. 10.500 


Prentzlow, . 


. 10.000 


Aflchersleben, 


. 10,000 


Naumburg, 


. 10,000 


—Halts Bbun, ▼. 297, 80S. 





* Horse-power of machines in proportion 
to the square league of territory : — 

In Great Britain, . . 415 horses. 
In Prussia, . . . 183 .. 

In France, .... 178 

In proportion to her extent of surface, 
Prussia has fewer steam-engines than France, 
bat more hydraulic machines; and, on ^e 
whole, agreateramount of mechanical power. 
— EosN, UnUrsuekunifen uber den Effdet^ Ac. — 
Berlin, 1831 ; and Halts Bbun, v. 291. 



in 1825 to 14,156,000— that is, nearly 
doubled ; and tibe most decisive proof 
of the general increase of rural produce 
is to be found in the feu^ that though 
population in Prussia is now advancing 
more rapidly than in any countiy of 
Europe, so as to double, if the present 
progress should continue, in twenty- 
six years, yet no importation of foreign 
grain is requiredi* Subsistence, under 
the influence of increased production, 
so far from becoming scarce, is con- 
stantly declining in price, and the aug- 
mented comforts and wants of a pros- 
perous people are amply provided for 
by the labours of the agricultural por- 
tion of the community. 

6. It was by slow degrees, however, 
and by the successive efforts of more 
than one generation of great men, that 
Prussia was raised to its present pros- 
perous condition. The monarchy, in 
reality, dates from the accession of Fre- 
derick the Great ; but during the short 
period which has since elapsed, it has 
made imezampled progresa The trea- 
sure, indeed, amassed by that great 
warrior and able prince, had been wholly 
dissipated during the succeeding reign ; 
but^ both under his sway and that of* 
his successor Frederick- William, the- 
monarchy had made important ad- 
vances in terHtory, wealth, and popu- 
lation. By withdrawing from the al- 
liance against France in 1794, the 
cabinet of Berlin succeeded in appro- 
priating to itself a large portion of the 
spoils of Poland ; while the open pre- 
ference to French interests which they 
evinced for the ten years which fol- 
lowed the treaty of B^e, was rewarded 
by a considerable share of the indem- 
nities — in other words, of the spoils of 
the ecclesiastical princes of the empire; 
and a most important increase of in- 
fluence, by the place assigned to Prussia 
as the protector of the neutral leagues 
situated beyond a fixed line in the north 
of Germany. During this long period 

t In 1828, the total population of the Prus- 
sian provinces, exclusive of the Canton of 
Neuchfttel, was 12,672,000 inhabitants. In 
1832, it was 18.843.000; and it is now (1843) 
upwards of 16,000,000. The proportion per 
square league in the first period was 892; in 
the second, 993 — a prodigious difference to 
have taken place in so short a period as four 
years.— Malts Bbun, v. 276. 
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of peftM, tb0 industry and popiiUtloii 
of the country rapidly adi^anood; a 
laigo portion of the oommeroe of Ger* 
many had fimai into iti hands, and th« 
whirl and ezpanditore of war, so deso- 
lating to othw states, was f«lt only as 
ijusreasing the demand for agricultursl 
produce, or angmenting the profits of 
neutral naTJgaiion. 

7. At the death of the QretA IPre^ 
deriok in 17S^ the population of the 
monarchy waa 7,000,000 of souls, and 
its rorenne 81,000,000 thalevs, or about 
464,600,000 stn-Ung. By the shasea oh* 
tained of Poland on occasion of its sue- 
cessiTO dismemberments, wdthe aquir 
sition of Anspach, Baireuth, and otib«r 
districts, its pi^^uls^on was raised to 
9,000,000 ; and althiragh the treasure 
of 70,000,000 thalers (£10,500,000) left 
bythaQreatFrederiokhad disappemd, 
and ^wn phice to a debt d 28,000,000 
of thalers, or ^€4,200,000, yet this was 
oompenaated by the increase of ths re^* 
venue, which had risen to $6/000,000 
thalers, or £5,400,000. Various satab^ 
lishments hadbeen set on foot at Beriin, 
eminently calculated to promote the 
interests both of commeroe and agri' 
culture. In particular, a bank and so* 
ciety oi conuuerca were established ia 
that capital, and inetitutioos formed is 
the proTinces to lend money to the 
landed proprietors on reasonable terma 
By the aid of these estabhshm«Mits, and 
the efieot of loog^contuiued peace and 
prosperity, the finances of the state 
were in the most fiouiishing condition 
in 1804 ; all the branches of Uie pubUe 
service were provided for by the eur^ 



rwt rereausb Aai ^^omt piwgvesa was 
eyen made in the reduiction of the debt* 
The large share of the Germnn indem* 
nities, obtained through French aad 
Busaiaft infiuenoe by this aspiring 
power, made a considerable addition to 
the publie resources : the acq^uiaition of 
626,000 souls raised the populatioa to 
9,500,000 souls, and the increase of 
2,875,000 thalers yearly reYenue fwell- 
ed the income of the public treaaury 
to 38,875,000 thalen, or £5,750,000 
sterling-^-a «im equivalent, from the 
diffarenee m the value of money^ to at 
least ten millions sterling in Great 
Britain. Tius neivsemM^ as in Aiistris» 
was the net reoaipt of the exchequer, 
sjsd independent^ not merely of the 
expenses of coUeotion« but cf various 
lo<^ charges in the dJlferent provinces. 
The regular army was nearly 200,000 
strong, brave, and highly disoiidined, 
but not to be compared to the Frenoh» 
either in the experionoe and skill of the 
officers, <Hr in the moral energy which 
had been developed by tha evants of 
the Revolution. 

8. Unlimited tolerstUni. prevails in 
Prussia. The Protestsnt is tiie r^igion 
of the sovereign and of the rtate, but 
persons professmg aU ereecis are equally 
eligible to all offices under govern- 
ment^ and, practically speakmg, no 
diffisrenee is made between tham. On 
the whole, two^thirds oi the inhabi- 
tants are Protestanti^ one-third €ath<v 
lies ; but the {proportions between thssa 
two great divisions of Christians vary 
considerably inthedifiarent provisoes.* 
Each religion has its separate minis- 



* The Froaaiaa populatiiHi was divided, aeoording to its religion, in 1829, in the following 



rXQTipttf. 


PnoiMteaAi. 


— ■■..— p» 

OdttioUcf. 


itw. 


Jewi.' 


^^(tt£r*- 


Ffwaia, • 
Poseo, 
Pomerania, 
Brandenbuiv, . 

SilesUw . . 
Saxony, . 

Westphalia^ 
BbenisbPro- 
vi»Qe% . 


]«44S,US 

809,495 

864,688 

1,606,471 

1,284,448 

Ml$.70O 

604,6U 

499.840 


589.921 

687,401 

7,643 

20,686 

1.091,182 

89.081 

711,883 

1,671^719 


1^919 

• • 

• • 

346 

9 9 

» • 

171 
1.816 


19,408 
67,690 

4,709 
10,841 
20,970 

3,607 
11,981 

92.421 


2,008,861 
1.064,60« 
876,842 
1,639,699 
2,896,«S1 
1.409,888 
1,228.648 

8,202.822 


7,768,264 


^816.216 


16^6^ 


160.978 


11^786.110 



—Malts Bbitn, v. 304. 
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iers and iHAhops. Berim is erefy fire 
yean the seat of a general synod ; that 
capital has a Protestant bishop, and 
Konigsbei^ another; bat the Catho- 
iios hare two archbishops and six 
bishops in the Pmasian dominions, 
like the Ansferiait goveminent, how« 
ever, the Pmssians are careful not to 
admit the blightest interference in mat- 
ters not j^tatAj spiritaal bj the oonrt 
4}f Rome, and Oathddo ministers of 
▼acant liyings are iq)p<Hnted by a 
variety of lay patrons as in Qf«at Bri- 
tain, without any serious odliakm with 
the Holy See. 

9. The rerenue of l^mssia, like that 
of all other countries in Europe, is de- 
rired partly from direct^ partly firom in- 
direct taxation.* The total reyenue is 
79,180,000florins, or nearly £8,000,000 
sterling — a sum at least equal to 
£14,000,000 sterling in Great Britain, 
if the differenoe m tiie Talue of money 
is taken into eonsideratioii. The ex- 
penditure is somewhat less^ amounting 
onlyto 76,288,571 florins, or £7,528,867 
sterling, learing a balanee of above 
6,000,000 florins, or £500,000 y««riy 
to go to the disoharge of the princi- 
pal of the publie debt'^ The public 
debt of Prussia in 1883 amounted to 
728,450,000 francs, or £29,000^000 ster- 
ling. In 1828 the debt was 908,950,000 
francs, or £86,850,000 ; so that in ten 
years tiiey have reduosd the debt by 
£7,000,000, at whioh rate it wiU be 
entirely extinguished in 1872. It would 
appear, tiierefore, that the finances of 
Prassia are in a more prosperous state 
than those of Austria^ France, or Oreat 
Britain, in all of which, althcMigh their 

* The partioulars are-^ 

Dfrect taxes, .... 

Indirect^ 

Domaiaa and Jbresti^ 

Mines, 



national resources are incomparably 
greater, the expmditure generally ex- 
ceeds the income by a yery considerable 
sum, and all thoughts of a sinking-fund, 
or of a permanent system for the reduc- 
tion of the debt, hsTS been practically 
abandoned. Tlds fftct speaks Tolumes 
as to the patriotic spirit of the Prussian 
people, and the economy and fiBtr-seeing 
policy of its goTermnenty especially 
when the large military establishment 
they are obliged to keep up to secure 
their independence is taken into eon- 
nderation. 

10. The miHtaiy eetabliriha&ent of 
Prussia is greater, in proportion to its 
population, than that of any other 
oounlsy in BHiropew It consists, in 
time ai peace, of one hundred and 
twenty-two thousand men : but so ad- 
mirable are the arrangemaits for the 
augmentation of this force in time of 
war, and such the ardent and patriotic 
spirit of the people, that the state 
could then without difficulty call forth 
an army of fiye hundred thousand com- 
batantfli The regrdar army is com- 
posed of three classes. 1st, Of volun- 
tary recruits, who are receiyed from 
serenteen to forty years of age. 2d, 
Of young jnesk who are balloted for: 
a burden to which all the inhabitants 
of the kingdom, without exception, 
are sulijeot. 3d, Of veteran soldiers 
who prolong the period of their service 
voluntarily beyond the period required 
by law. Eveiy Pruarian, without ex- 
ception, from the royal family down- 
wards, between the ages of twenty and 
fifty, is liable to be drawn for the mili- 
tary service in some department or 



80,8O2;837 florin!^ or £2,080,25S 
40.740,000 .. 4,074,000 

7,in,4« 



Lotte: 
MiMel 



>1um60U8, 



1,310,000 

1,827,448 

488^ »7t 



717. 14S 

131,000 

181,000 

48,857 



Total, 79.810,000 fltaiB%eriS7,dU,000 

-TcHoaoBSKx's Fmaneet de VAviricke ddtla FrtuM, Li, 6, 

t The partietilan are — 

Interest of pablie debt, inotodiM ainkinfl^ftrnd, U.244,98t floritu, or £1,125,418 

GivUligtandeoari; ..... 20,806^743 .. 8»000,674 

Army and ordnance, ..... 88,180,000 .. 8,318,000 

Miflcellaneoufl; 6,300,000 . . 680,000 

Reserve fond, 8,818,972 831,567 

7^238,671 floriat^ or ^7,623,867 
-Tohobobskx'b FiaMmca d« VAvlrvJu ttdela Pruue, i. 9. 



248 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[chap, xun. 



other ; bat he is only bound to eerre 
in the regular army five years ; and of 
these he is only three years actually 
vrith his colours, the other two being 
allowed to be spent at home. Thus 
the militaiy duty is so short that it 
is neyer considered as a burden, but 
rather. as an agreeable mode of spend- 
ing the first three years of manhood ; 
and there are very few who either can 
or wish to avoid it. The eculres of the 
regiments, or permanent staff, and a 
certain proportion of the privates, are 
fixed, and hold to arms voluntarily as 
a profession for life ; and this gives to 
the troops, notwithstanding tiie fre- 
quent change of the privates, the con- 
sistence and steadiness of old soldiers, 
while, at the same time, it spreads 
through a large part of the people a 
practical acquaintance with military 
dutie& It is to this system, inti*o- 
duced by the Great Frederick, but ma- 
tured and brought to perfection by 
those able statesmen. Stein and Scham- 
horst, after the treaty of Tilsit^ that 
the stability and oontmual progress of 
the Prussian monarchy is, beyond all 
doubty to be ascribed. 

U. Besides the regular army, the 
military establishment of Prussia em- 
braces also the landwehr and landtturmf 
which, in time of need, can quadruple 
its effective strength. The former is 
divided into two ham : the first com- 
prehending all the young men from 
twenty to thirty-two who have not 
gone through the five years' service in 
the regular army ; the second formed 
of persons, whether they have served 
or not^ from thirty-two to fifty years of 
age. After that period all obligation 
ofnulitary service entirely ceases. Dur- 
ing peace the landwehr, which con- 
sists of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
are never catted into active service or 
removed frM» home ; but they are not 
on that account the less carefully and 
regularly instructed during a certain 
number of days in the year in their 
military duties. In case of war or in- 
vasion, the first ban are called out, and 
united to the regular forces, to whom 
they are soon scarcely inferior in disci- 
pline and prowess: the second ban 
form the garrisons of strong places, and 



perform the service of the interior. In 
addition to this immense force, which 
numbers fully two hundred thousand 
combatants, there is oi^ganised in Prus- 
sia a second reserve, called the land- 
sturm, which embraces every mao^ 
without exception, not already enrolled 
in one of the other services, between 
the ages of seventeen and fifty years. 
Such a force in many countries would 
be little more than a tumultuary rabble, 
more likely to be burdensome than 
available in real service ; but in Prus- 
sia, where almost all the citizens have 
at one period or another served in the 
ranks, it forms a much more efficient 
body, and actually performed good ser* 
vice on many occasions during the glo* 
rious struggle of 1818. 

12. Education is more generally dif^ 
fused in Prussia than in any other coun- 
try of equal extent in Europei Over 
the whole of its dominions, one in seven 
of the whole population is at school ; 
while in France the proportion is one in 
twenty-three ; . in England one infifteea; 
and in Scotland one. in eleven. There 
can be no doubt that this is the greatest 
proportion of persons undeiigoing in- 
struction which obtains in the world. 
Instruction is there compulsory: the 
laws compel the sending of children to 
school by their parents, and, when ne- 
cessary, that duty is enforced by the 
magistrates. In general, however, it is 
unnecessary, so great is the desire of 
parents and relations to give their chil- 
dren the blessings of education. Schools 
are established in eveiy parish, and the 
costs of instruction are very trifling, sa 
as to be within the reach of the hum? 
blest of the people ; and to the destitute 
it is given gratuitously. The tree of 
knowledge, however, has in Prussia, 
as elsewhere, brought forth its accus- 
tomed fruits of good and evil In 
Prussia there are, according to the most 
recent returns, no less than twdve times 
as many crimes committed, in propor- 
tion to the population, as in France,, 
where education is not diffused to a 
third of the extent it is in Prussia — a 
fact which demonstrates, equally with 
the experience of every other country,, 
the sedulous care which it is indispen- 
sable to take beforo that great instra- 
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ment ot power 10 put into the hands of 
the people.* 

18. The Prucwian eapital had long 
been one of the most agreeable and 
least expensive in Europe. No rigid 
etiquette^ no impassable line of demar- 
cation, separated the court from the 
people : the royal fiunily Uyed on terms 
of friendly equality, not only with the 
nobility, but with the leading inhabi- 
tants of Berlin. An easy demeanour, 
a total absence of aristocratic pride, 
and of extravagance or parade, distin- 
guished all the parties given at court, 
at which the king and queen mingled 
on terms of perfect equsdity with their 
subjects. Many ladies of rank, both at 
Paris and London, spent larger sums 
annually on their dress than the Queen 
of Prussia ; none equalled her in dig- 
nity and grace of manner, and the ele- 
vated sentiments with which she was 
inspired. Admiration of her beauty, 
and attachment to her person, formed 
one of the strongest feelings of the 
Prussian monarchy ; and nothing con- 
tributed more to produce that pro- 
found irritation at France, which, in 
the latter years of the war, pervaded 
all classes of its inhabitants, than the 
harshness and injustice with which 
Napoleon, to whom chivalrous feelings 
were unknown, treated, in the days of 
her misfortune, that captivating and 
high-spirited princeis. 

14. A spirit of economy, order, and 
wisdom, pervaded all the internal ar- 
rangements of the state. The cabinet^ 
led at that period by Haugwitz, but in 
which the great abilities of Hardenbeig 
and Stein soon obtained an ascendancy, 
was one of the ablest in Europe. Its 
diplomatists, inferior to none in infor- 
mation, penetration, and address, had 
long given to Prussia a degi'ee of in- 
fluence at foreign coui-ts beyond what 
could have been expected from the re- 
sources and weight of the monarchy. 
The established principles of the Prus- 
sian cabinet^ under the direction of 



Haugwitz, ever since the peace of. Bftle, 
in 1795, had been to keep aloof from the 
dangers of war, and take advantage, as 
far as possible, of the distresses of their 
neighbours to augment the territory and- 
resources of the monarchy. From a mis- 
taken idea of present interest, not lees 
than the influence of former rivalry witii' 
Austria, they inclined to the alliance 
with France, and derived great tempo- 
rary benefits from the union, both in 
the accessions of territoiy which they 
received out of the ecclesiastical estates 
of the empire, and the increase of in^ 
portance which they acquired as the 
head of the defensive league of the nortk 
of Qermany. Little did they imagine^ 
however, in what a terrible catastoophe 
that policy was to terminate, or anti** 
cipate^ as the reward of their long^ 
friendiahip, a severity of treatment to* 
which Austria and England were 
strangers, even after years of inveterate- 
and perilous hostility. The interview 
at Memel in 1802, and the open sup- 
port given by Russia to the Prussia& 
claims in the matter of the indemni- 
ties, had already laid the foundation of 
an intimate personal friendship between 
Frederick -William and the Emperor 
Alexander. But it was at first an alU* 
ance of policy rather than afifection, and 
acquired the warmth of impassioned 
attachment at the tomb of the Great 
Frederick and on the field of Leipsia 

15. Notwithstanding the inoonsider^ 
ate haste with which Prussia had taken 
up arms, the cabinet of Berlin made 
some attempts to induce the other 
powers of Europe to share with them 
the dangers of the conflict. With Eng* 
land it was no difficult matter to effect 
a reconciliation. At the first authentio 
accounts of the change in the policy of 
Frederick- William, an order in council 
was issued, raising the blockade of the 
Prussian harbours. llJacobi, the Prus- 
sian minister in London, returned to* 
that capital immediately after he had 
left it ; and the British ministry had the 



* In Fnnoe and Prussia there were in 1826 :— 





Prussia. 


Franob. 


Crimes againBt the person, 
„ against prorwrty, 
„ on the whole. 


1 in 84,122 
1 in 697 
1 in 687 


1 in 88,411 
1 in 9,892 
1 in 7,286» 
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gi0iMrosi(^ to rMome its amimble reki- 
tions wiiA tke oabinei of Berlin before 
mi «zpla&flAion hud been giTen on the 
sabjeot of Hanover. With Sweden an 
Acoommodation was also witibout diffi- 
culty effected, on the footing of the 
troo^ of that power taking possession 
of Laneobeig, whioh they did in the 
aanie of the King of Qreat Britain. It 
iras not so easy a matter to convince 
the eabio^t of St Petersbmg of this 
vnlooked-for change in the Prtnsian 
490unoils; and, taught by the long va- 
oillation of its poUcy, they were for 
•omo time unwilling to yield to the 
general joy which was diJIUsed through 
the Russian eapital^ on the intelligence 
that war was resolved on. But no sooner 
was Alexander informed, by oonfiden- 
iial letters brought by Cfeneral Kruse- 
xaaiiL from the King of Pnissia, that 
he had embe^ked seriously in the eon- 
test, than he instantly wrote promising 
an immediate succour of seventy thou- 
sand men, and announcing his ixd«ntion 
of himself marching at the head of a 
dbiosen army to aid in the support of 
his ally. 

1^. Important as the announeement 
of the intentions of Russia was, the ao- 
oessi^Nti of Austria would have been of 
«till more value to the common cause, 
from its closer proximity to the scene of 
aeti<m, and the strong positions which 
the Bc^mian mountains afforded on 
the flank of the probable theatre of war. 
The Prussian ambassador accordingly 
was indefatigable in his endeavours to 
rouse the cabinet of Vienna to a sense 
of the vital importance of joining heart 
and hand in Um approaching conflict 
for the liberties of Ihirope. He repre- 
sented to Count Stadion, then prime 
minister at Vienna, " that the losses 
inflicted on Austria by the treaty of 
Pressbux^ were so immense, that the 
emperor, of necessity, must at some 
ftiture period look out for the means 
of repairing them. The province of the 
Tyrol is of such irreparable importance 
to Austria, that no doubt can be enter- 
tained that she will take advantage of 
the first opportunity to resume it from 
Bavaria, by rousing the patriotic at- 
tachment of the inhabitants of that 
important provinoa to their ancieDt 



masters. Napoleon has justly con- 
ceived the most serious apprehensions 
for the failjiful observance of '^at 
treaty which he himself has been tiie 
first to violate. Does he not^ in defi- 
ance of his engs^ements, still hold tho 
fortress of Braunau, and the line of Ifhe 
Inn, six monUis after he was bound 
by a solemn treaty to have evacuated 
Gienmany with all his forces f The re- 
cent establishment of the Confederation 
of the Rhine, and dissolution of the 
Qermanic empire, too cleaiiy demon- 
strate wiih what ulterior views the 
French government is actuated in re- 
gard to the countries beyond the Rhine. 
Honour, necessity, the oxistenee of his 
people, have forced the King of Prussia 
to take up arms alone ; but a poweiful 
Russian army, and the well-known gen- 
erosity of England, diminish the pieril- 
ous diances of the conflict. Now,tiiere- 
fore, is the time for Austria and Prussia 
to lay aside their jealousies springing 
from the conquest of Silesia, and imite 
thmr forces against the common enemy, 
who is about to make the Confederation 
of the Rhine an outworic from whence 
to enslave aii tite other states of Qov 
manic origin." 

17. Forcible as these considerstions 
were, and 8tron|;ly as the cabinet of Vi- 
enna felt their justice, there were yet 
many circumstances which forbade 
them to yield on this occasion to their 
inclinations. The conduct of Prussia 
for ten years had been so dubious and 
vacillating ; her hostility to Austria, es- 
pecially on the division of the indem- 
nities, so evident ; her partiality for the 
French alliance so conspicuous; her 
dianges of policy during the last year 
BO extraordinary, that no reliance could 
be placed on her maintaining a decided 
line of conduct for any length of thne 
together, and, least of all, on her con- 
tinuing steadfttt in that sudden and 
perilous hostility in which she had now 
engaged, and the vehemence of whidi 
was the worst possible guarantee for its 
endurance. Who could insure that she 
would not desert this alliance as she 
had done the first coalition against 
France, or abandon her policy as sud- 
denly as she had done her recent hos- 
tility agaijQst Kmglattd, and Ifiavato Ads- 
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tria, inwfocabljr emfawked, tiie ■whoAn 
weight axkd dangen of the (Mmiest? 
The ArcfaduiEe Chttrlesy on beiag eon- 
aulted as to the state of the tamj^ 
reported that the inf aatry, which had 
not yet been rejoined by ihe pziaonera 
takes during the campaign, was hardly 
s half of its full complement; the ca- 
▼airy but veoently remounted, and for 
the most part unskilled in military exr 
erdses; tbeartillery numerous, but the 
majority of the gunners without any 
experience. The treasury was empty; 
•ome of the moat valuable provinces 
of the monarchy had been torn awmy, 
and those, which remained were ex* 
hauated by enormous war eontribu- 
tiona» wrung from them by the enemy. 
Isfluenoed by these conaideBations, the 
oaHnet of Vienna resolved to preserve 
a strict neutrality, and issued a proda- 
mation to that effect However much 
the historian may lament that deter* 
mination, from a knowledge of the 
boundless calamities which an oppoaite 
course nMght have saved to both mon- 
andiies, it is impossible to deny that, 
aitnaied as Austria was at that time, it 
was the most prudent sseolution which 
its government eould have adcqatad ; 
and that, if IVnssia was left single* 
handed to maintain the cause of JBuro- 
peaa independence, it was no more than 
ahii was bound toe^wob from the selfish 
and temporising policy which she had 
ao long followed.* 

* Hie instructions of Ur Adair, the British 
ambaundor at Vienna at that period, were, 
not to stimulate the Austrian government to 
hurry intp a war of which the oonaequeueei^ 
if unsuccessflil, might be fatal to that ooun- 
try, but to offer its government^ if they 
deemed the oppcMtunity fiaTouiaUe for en- 
sfsging in hoe^tic^ or if the neeessitiss ^ 
their aitoation compelled them to such a 
course, the whole pecuniaiy aid which Oreat 
Britain was capable of affordin|f. Of tibe 
wisdom of thiaeoone of proceeding, no ene 
who ooosiders tlie precarious situation of 
Austria at that crisis can entertain a doubt ; 
and it affords another proof of the clear in- 
sist wMeh Mr Fox at that period had ob- 
tMBsd as to the inaatiable ammtion of Napo< 
leon, •id of the magnanimity witb which 
that upright statesman instanuy acted upon 
his eonviotien. ' ' A man, " says tSie Marquis 
Luoohedni, "nx^ustly styled by Napoleen 
and his adhereuts, the last piop of the paeifle 
dinnisitions of tide cabinet ot St James's." 
— LtTCOEXSiNi, ii 90, 97,n«ite/ sndBioifON, 
V. 417. 



18. Hopea were not wnating to the 
cabinet of Berlin of ^caeioua aid in 
another quarter where it was least es- 
peoied, and of a kind to paralyse a cob* 
riderable part of the Fz«nch forces. 
Spain, bcMft of her navy by the battle 
of Tra&lgar, blockaded in her harbours, 
destitute of commeroei, out off fix>m all 
intercourse with her colonies, had felt 
all the burdens of wnr without any of 
its glMies. The public indignatka 
was hourly accumulating against iha 
Prince of the Peaoe^ whose ignoble 
birth, eKoHutant power, and immenaa 
wealth, rendered him as much an ob- 
jectof jealousyto the Castilian noblesas^ 
as the uniform disastens which had 
attended his adminstration made him 
deteated by the people. Still, however, 
that mding £avourite penwvered, against 
the almost imanimous wishes of the 
kingdom, in the French alliance, till 
his pride was offimded at the haughty 
conduct of Napoleon, who OKchided the 
Spanish ambassador from any share la 
the negotiations for a general peace at 
Paris, and it waa revealed to hmi, that 
in those conferences the fVeoeh Em* 
peror had seriously proposed to take 
the Balearic iEdands from the Spanudi 
crown, and confer them as an in- 
demnity for Sicily, together with a re- 
venue drawn from Spain, on the 
King of Naples. At the same time the 
assembling of a powerful army at 
Bayonne, ostensibly directed against 
Portugal, sufficiently indicated a design 
to overawe both states of the Pei^ 



li>. The light now suddenly flashed 
upon the Spanish rulers. Tkej per* 
eeived, as Prussia had done duringtha 
same negotiation, that the French Bm* 
peoor xnade «se of the powers wMi 
whom ha was in alliance as mere de- 
pendenoies, excluding them from any 
participation in treaties in which they 
were deeply interested, and disposing 
of thsir provinces to others witfaovt 
oondescending ev'sn to ask their con- 
sent to the triuiafer. No sooner, ther^ 
fbre^ did they seceWe intelligence of 
the ruptnre of the conf erenoes between 
Qreat Britain and France at Paris, and 
the reeointioB of Prussia to take up 
anas, than they rssalv«d to detaek 
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themaelTes from the French alliance, 
and join their forces to those engaged 
in the cause of European independence. 
Despatches from the Prussian envoy at 
Paris to the Prince of the Peace on 
this subject were secretly intercepted 
and deciphered by the French govern* 
menty which from that moment resolved 
on the overthrow of the Spanish branch 
of the house of Bourbon at the first 
convenient opportunity. At the same 
time, the Prince of the Peace, deeming 
concealment of his designs no longer 
necessary, issued two proclamations, 
in the middle of October, in which he 
enjoined the iumiediate filling up of 
the ranks of the army, and the organi- 
sation of the national militia, under 
their constitutional leaders, in all the 
provinces of the monarchy. Thus was 
the ambition and reckless disregard of 
national rights by Napoleon again re- 
viving, on a surer basis, because that 
of experience and common danger, the 
great original European coalition 
against France ; and on the eve of the 
battle of Jena were the first sparkles 
of that terrible conflagration visible, 
which afterwards burned with such 
fiiry in Russia, Germany, and the Span- 
ish peninsula. 

20. But although the greater and 
distant powers, with the exception of 
Austria, were thus arming in favour of 
the ooalition, the lesser states nearer 
the scene of action were overawed by 
the influence and the authority of 
France. Napoleon was daily receiving 
accessions of strength from the states 
which bordered on the Confederation 
of the Rhine. The Archduke Ferdi- 
nand, though brother to the Emperor 
of Austria, gave the first example of de- 
fection by joining his states of Wilrtz- 
burg to that alliance ; the Elector of 
Hesse-Oassel, whom interest as well as 
family connections strongly inclined 
to the cause of Prussia, was neverthe- 
less so overcome by his apprehensions, 
as to persi^ty .notwithstanding the ut- 
most efibrts of the cabinet of Berlin, 
in a forced neutrality ; and summoned 
to each of the hostile camps, and sorely 
perplexed between his inclinations and 
his apprehensions, put his troops on 
the war footing of twenty thousand 



men,, and contrived- to' protract his 
ultimate decision till the battle of Jena 
rendered submission to France a mat- 
ter, of necessity. Saxony alone, con- 
terminous along its northern fron* 
tier with Prussia, and capable from 
its strength of adopting a more gene- 
rous resolution, opeiUy joined the 
cabinet of Berlin ; but twenty thou- 
sand men were all that it brought 
to the standards of the Prussian gene- 
rals. 

21. The whole weight of the contest, 
therefore, fell on Pruosia ; for although 
great and efficacious aid might be ex- 
pected to be derived in time from Rus- 
sia, and succours were hoped for from 
England, both in men and money, yet 
these auxiliaries were as yet far distant^ 
The Muscovite battalions were still 
cantoned on the Niemen; those of 
England had not yet left the Thames ^ 
while Napoleon, at the head of a hun- 
dred and eighty thousand veteran 
troops, was rapidly approaching th» 
Thuringian Forest Nothing daunted, 
however, by this formidable prospect^ 
Frederick- William gallantly took the 
field, and directed all the disposable 
troops of the monarchy towards Sax- 
ony and' Erfurth. The total military 
strength of the kingdom was two 
hundred and forty thousand men, of 
whom one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand were assembled on the frontier, 
and twelve thousand were in observa- 
tion in Westphalia, for the approach- 
ing campaign; the remainder being 
dispersed in garrisoned depots, or not 
yet put in a state for active operations. 
Such was the general enthusiasm, and 
so little did they anticipate the tembla 
reverses which awaited them, that ther 
Prussian guards marched out of Berlin^ 
singing triumphant airs, amidst the 
shouts of the inhabitants, almost in ar 
state of sedition from the tumultuous 
joy they experienced on at length being; 
about to measure their strength with the 
enemy. Napoleon's forces were much 
more considerable. They amdbnted 
in Germany alone to one hundred and 
ninety thousand men; of whom twenty- 
eight thousand were the terrible re- 
seiTe cavalry under Murat^ and they 
were directed by the ablest aad most 
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«zperienoed marwhalH in the Freneh 
army.* 

- 22. The memorable military opera- 
tions of the year 1813, and the tena- 
ciouB hold which Napoleon then kept 
«f the fortresses on the Elbe, when as- 
sailed by the greatly superior forces of 
the ooaHtion, have demonstrated that 
no position in Europe is more suscep- 
tible of defence than the course of that 
river ; and that supported by the ram- 
parts of Magdeburg, Wittenberg, Tor- 
^au, and Dresden, an inferior force may 
tiiere for a considerable time prolong 
its defence against an enemy possess- 

* Napoleon's army was divided into nine 
'Corps, and stationed as follows^ on the 8d 
October, when he arrived at Wttrtzbuiifi:, — 

MSN. 

First corps — ^Bemadotte— at Lichten- 

felds, 20,000 

Second do. — ^Marmont — Illjrria, . 

Third do.— Davoust— Bambeig, . 27,000 

Fourth do. — Soult— between Amberg 

and Bamberg, .... 32,000 
Fifth do.— Lefebvre, succeeded by 

Lannes— in front of Schweinftirt, 32,000 
Sixth do. — Ney— Nuremberg, 20,000 

Seventh do. — ^Augereau — ^Wttrtzburg, 17,000 
Cavalry do. — ^Mtirat— between "Wtlrtz-. 

burg and Kronach, 28,000 

Impenal Guard — Bessi^res and Le- 
febvre, after Lannes got the 5th 
corps— Wllrtzbuig, . . .20,000 

186.000 
The bulk of the army was grouped round 
Coburg and Bamberg. The whole force bear- 
ing on the Prussians, exclusive of Marmont 
in lUyria, was 186,000 men. 
• The Prussians^ when the campaign opened, 
were divided into three armies: the right 
wkig under Oeneral Buchel, of 80,000 men, 
was stationed on the frontiers of the Hessian 
territories; the centre, 55,000 strong;, com- 
manded by the King in person, with his lieu* 
tenant-general, the Duke of Brunswick, 
under his orders, was in front of the Elbe 
around Magdeburg, with its advanced guard 
on the Saide ; the left wing, composed of 
40,000 men, indudtnar the Saxons, was com- 
manded by I^ce Hohenlohe, with Prince 
Louis, the King's brother, under him. In 
aU 1^,000— a noble force, but as much in- 
ferior to that at the command of Napoleon, 
AS was the capacity of their leader compared 
to his. It was assembled in Saxony; its 
extreme left rested on the Bohemian moun- 
tains, and its advanced posts were pushed as 
ikr as Hof and the Kirchberg. A detached 
corps of 12, 000 men, in Westphalia, was under 
the orders of a general destined to future 
celebrity— BLI70HIR.—DI71IA8, xv. 290, 514 ; 
JoM. ii. 275, 276 ; Ciffleial Riport qf the Prus- 
sian strength to ths Dute of Brvnsieick, Hard. 
ix. 484^ App. G. ; and Thiebs, Contvlat et 
TBmpire, vii. 42. 



ing an overwhelming superiority in the 
field. Had these fortreiases been pro- 
perly armed and prorisionedy and the 
Prussians been commanded by a gene- 
ral capable of turning to the best ad- 
vantage the means of defence which 
they afforded, it is probable that as 
protracted a contest might have been 
maintained as Napoleon supported in 
1796 on the Adige, or Kray in 1800 
around the bastions of Ulm, and time 
gained for the anival of the Russians 
before a decisive blow was struck in 
the oentre of QenxAjij, But not only 
had no preparations for such a d^en- 
sive system been made, but the nation, 
as well as its rulers, were in such a 
state of exultation as to despise them. 
None of these important bulwarics were 
provisioned ; hardly were g^uns mounted 
on their ramparts. The interior forti- 
fied towns on the Oder and in Silesia 
were for the most part in the moat 
deplorable state. No depots were 
formed; no provision was made for 
recruiting the army in case of disaster. 
They had not even a rallying point 
assigned in the event of defeat, though 
the strong fortresses of Magdeburg, 
Wittenbei^, and Torgau lay imme- 
diately in the rear of the theatre of 
war, and the Mbe spread its ample 
stream to arrest the victor. Careless 
of the future, chanting songs of victoiy, 
and enjoying its triumphant march 
through ihe villages, the army bent its 
steps towards E^rth ; strong in the 
recollection of the Great Frederick, 
stronger still in the anticipation of Uie 
overthrow of Napoleon, and dreaming 
rather of the banks of the Rhine or 
the plains of Champagne, than of the 
shores of the Vistula and the fields of 
Poland. 

28. But if the infatuation of the 
army was great, greater stiU was the 
delusion of its commanders. The Duke 
of Brunswick, though an able man of 
the last century, and enjoying a great 
reputation, was altogether bdhind the 
age, and ignorant of the perilous 
chances of a war witii the veteran le- 
gions and numerous columns of Napo* 
leon. The disasters of the late cam- 
paigns were by him fuscribed entirely 
to timidity or want of skill in the Aua- 
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trtem ; tiie true wsy to combat the 
FnsK^ be eosatetiKtly mobiUi&ed, was 
to aiWfflTnt^ a ^ig^ovM offmeive, atnd 
{Mtnlyse th«ir milhaKy enthiiBiayam by 
oompettiDg them to defeud tbeir own 
poBitioiMk^ That theiv was some troth 
in this opinioii, bo one ac<}iiainted with 
ilie chwaot^ and histoTj of the French 
atmiy cotdd dei^ ; but imfortanait^yy 
it required, for its snccessfAl appHoa- 
tion, both a g«n««i and an army Tttj 
d^rait from the Pruarfan at this 
pttriod. Tha former dkL not possees 
tha enefgy and rapidity, the hitter ike 
fltraigth or experience, reqionte for so 
pariktB a Bystem. Bold even to raw- 
ness in the original conception of the 
oatt^aJgDi the l>oke of Brimawidc Iras 
taoUlating and invaoliite when he came 
to carry it into ezectftion ; and, while 
his oppootent was counting hoars and 
nolntites in the march of his xade&ti- 
gable legions, he fireqnently lost whole 
days in delibaration at cotmcibi of 
war, or changed the destination of the 
forces when their moremenfts were half 
eomrpleted. The troopB> indeed, were 
mxm«tova and perfectly discipkined: 
tha artillery admj^ble; the cavalry 
magnaficent ; the staff skflf ul and high- 
ly edncwted, but in matten of tiieory 
and detail, rather than the practical 
disjyosal of large masses in presence of 
a powerfol and enterprising enemy. 
Bat what the whole army, fh>m the 
genextd to tho lowest dmmmer, were 
aUfce ijgnorant of, was the terrible vehe- 
meaee and rapidity which Kapoleon 
had introduced into modem war, by 
ihe union of eonsanmiate skill at head' 
quarters with enormous masses and a 
vast application of physical fSorce ; 
combining thus the talent of Csesar or 
Turenne with the fierceness of the 
sweep of Scythian waiflEire. Applying 
then to the present the experience of 
the past age, the usual error of second- 
rate men, they calculated their me&^ 
sores upon the supposition of a war of 
man0»uvres, when one of annihilation 
awaited them : and advanced as against 
the columns of Daun or Laudohn, when 
they were in presence of Napoleon and 
a hundred and fifty thousand effective 
men, 
24. As usual in such cases, tha con- 



tending parties prefaced the war of 
arms by mutual manifestoes ca!ci]dat> 
ed to rouse the spirit of their respec- 
tive forces, or vindicate their hostility 
' in the eyes of Burope. That of Napo- 
leon^ which bore intrinsia e^videnoe e£ 
his oompositioB, was, as uSaal, adtai'- 
rably calculated to dassle and stimu* 
late his followers. ** Scddien 1 tha 
order for your retum to France Wtts 
already issued; you had already 8§^ 
preached it by several marches; tn* 
umphal fdtes awaited you f prapaiatioBa 
for your reception were already semmIs 
in iiie capital : but whilst wa ware sur- 
rendering ourselves to a too confident 
security, new conspiracies were formed 
under the mask of friendship and alM" 
ance. Cries of war have been heard 
from Berlin : for two months provosa- 
tions have daily been offered to us; 
the same iifsane spirit which, taking 
the advantage of our dissensions four- 
teen years ago, conducted the Prus* 
sians into the plains of Champi^e, 
still prevails in their councils. If it is 
no longer Paris which they propose to 
rase to its foundation, it is now their 
standards which they announoe their 
intention of planting in the capitals of 
our allies; it is Saxony which they 
wii^ to compel to renounce, by a 
shameful transaction, its independence, 
and range itself by their side ; it is 
your laurels which they wish to tear 
from your brows : they insist upon our 
evacuating Germany at the mere sight 
of their army ! The fools I Let them 
learn that it is a thousand times easier 
to destroy the great capital than to 
wither the honours of a great people 
anditsalHe& Their projects were then 
confounded : they found in the plains 
of Champagne defeat, shame, and 
death : but the lessons of experience 
are forgotten; and there are men in 
whom the feelings of hatred and jeal- 
ousy are never extinguished. Soldiers I 
there is not one among you who would 
return to France by any other path 
but that of honour. We should never 
re-enter there except under triumphal 
arches. What then t shall we have 
braved the seasons, the seas, the de- 
serts — ^vanquished Europe, repeatedly 
coalesced against us — extended our 
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l^oij firtm the Mrt to tib* iveB^^to 
Mtttrii lA last to our eomtry like de- 
— rt M% tAat lumng Abandoned otur 
rili«\ «nd to hear it ooid that the 
fVendheegle fled at the mere aigbt of 
the Pmaeiaa etMubordaf But they 
have already atriYed at o«r adTsaeed 
poelB. Let OS then march^ since mo- 
devMkieQ ha» not been aide to awaken 
them itsm this astemishiiig twfliee : let 
the Prassian sRiiy esperienoe the sMue 
&to vthioL it did itmrfxtn yeaa ago : 
let them learn that if it is eavfv by 
means of the friendBhip of a great 
people, to acquire power and doosia- 
ioofl^ iks enmi^, though capable of 
bemgronsed oidy by on. ahmdeaneot 
of evMy prineiplie of wisdoHt and sea- 
son, is aiote terrilde than the teo^esks 
of the oeean/' 

25k Lees fitted to tonse the military 
posnons. and wiriike eniiniMsm of ifca 
snbjeekB, than this marterpieQe of Na- 
peleon, the Pniasian manifestoy drawn 
by €lent% was yet a model of dignified 
reason, and oonohided with a senti- 
ment aa to the tdtimato issue of the 
oentesti whichi snbseqtteat events haire 
xendeved prophetia **M}k onr efEbrts, 
and those of omr alliet^ to proBer^e 
peace have proved nnsoccenful; and if 
ve ace not wiUing to abandoB to the 
despotism of an implacable enemy, and 
todiiUver over to h£i devouring armies, 
ihe whole north, of Gtomany, and per- 
haps of Earepe, a war is iaevttable. 
Hui flujesty has resolved upon it, be^ 
eanse the honour and secnrity of the 
stato' ar» in danger : he woidd have 
deemed himseff ^'^'py oonld be have 
attained the same end by padfio means; 
bat it is wi& tiie firxnest confidence 
that he takes the oommand of the 
srmy which is about to eombot for its 
cooairy and national honour, because 
the cause in wliich it is engaged is 
jast' His majesty is well aware that 
for leog the army desired war ; and 
ev«n when droimstanees prevented 
him from yielding to its widiea, these 
wishes oommand€»i his rei^ect, because 
they took their origin in &ose feelings 
of honour and patriotism which have 
ever distinguished the Prassian forces. 
The nation, in a body, has manifested 
the warm interest which it takes in 



thnseoafliot; and that strong og ptes 
aon of enthusiasm has confirmed his 
majesty in the opinion, that now it is 
not exily unayoidable, but in unison 
with the wishes of all tlio people. His 
majesty is eonvmced that the desire 
to preserva undianged the aatienal 
honour, and the glory which the Qfoat 
FrederidL has shed over our ami% mSL 
suffice to ezdte the army to combat 
with its aceastofned vi^mr, and to 
support with constaney all its Istigaen 

26. ''Bat this war possesses even a 
more general interest. We have to 
ffeal with an enemy who all around as 
has beaten the most numerous armies^ 
humUod l^wir most powerfol states^ 
onnikdlated their most -venerable con- 
stitutknnr; ravished from several nai> 
tions their honour, from others their 
independouM. A similar fato awaited 
the PruaSMn monarchy; numerous 
armiea menaced your frontiers ; they 
were daily augmenting ; it had become 
your turn to fall into the gulf, to bow 
beneatii a stranger yoke ; and already 
his pride and rajKacity coveted the 
spoils of the north of Qermauy. Thus 
we combat for our independence^ for 
our hearths, for all that is dear to us; 
and if Qod gives victory to the just 
side, to our arms, to the courage 
whidi bums in the heart of every 
Prussian, we shall be the liberators of 
oppressed millions. Every vrarrior 
who shall faU on the field of battle 
vrill hove sacrifioed his life in ihe cause 
of humanity ; every one v^o survives 
will acquire, besides immortal glory, a 
just title to the gratitode, the triumph, 
the tears of joy of a liberated countey. 
Who amongst us could endure the 
iiiot^ts of becoming the prey of a 
stranger 9 While we combat fw our 
own sofbty, to overt for us the deepest 
humiliation to which a nation can be 
subjected, «e are the tavUmn ofaU our 
Qmnan 6refiftrea/ the eyes of ail na^ 
tions are fixed on us as the last bul- 
wark of liberty, security, or social or- 
der in Europe." 

27. The opposito style of these two 
eloquent proclamations is very ra- 
mai-kablei Both are addressed to the 
strongest passions of the human breast; 
both are masterpieces of manly oratory; 
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^ut the language whkh they seyerally 
«mplo7 is strikingly characteristic of 
the different situations in which their 
authors respectively stood. Napoleon 
epeaks to his soldiers only of an insult 
t>ff6red to their arms — of glory and 
triumphs, and victories to be won; 
Frederick- WiUiam, equally firm, but 
less sanguine as to the result, disguises 
not the dangers and -chances of the 
struggle, but reminds them of the duty 
they owe to themselves, their country, 
the cause of the human race. The 
former invokes the eagles of France, 
and calls on the soldiers to follow their 
glorious career : the latter appeals to 
the God of battles, and anticipates from 
his aid a final triumph to the arms of 
freedom. The battle of Jenft and chains 
of Tilsit seemed for long to have an- 
nounced an abandonment of this 
cause by the care of Providence; but 
let these words be borne in mind, and 
compared with the final issue of the 
contest. 

28. Napoleon had no gallantry or 
chivalrous feeling in his breast The 
Prussian minister had, with the ulti- 
matum of the cabinet of Berlin, given 
a pressing request for an answer to the 
Pi*us8ian headquarters, by the 8th Oc- 
tober. ** ICarshal," said he to Berthier, 
" they have given us a rendezvous for 
the 8th ; never did a Frenchman re- 
fase such an appeal We are told that 
a beautiful queen is to be a spectator 
of the combat ; let us then be courteous, 
and march without resting for Saxony." 
Francis L might have used the same 
language; but what followed in the 
first bi^etin of the campaign, dictated 
by Napoleon himself? " The Emperor 
was right when he spoke thus : for the 
Queen of Prussia is with the army, 
dressed as an Amazon, wearing the 
uniform of her regiment of dragoons, 
writing twenty letters a^y to spread 
the conflagration in all directions. We 
seem to behold Armida in her mad- 
ness getting fire to her own palace. 
After her follows Prince Louis of 
Prussia, a young prince full of bravery 
and courage, hurried on by the spirit 
of party, who flatters himself he shall 
find a great renown in the vicissitudes 
of war. Following the example of 



these illustrious pieraons, all the court 
cries < To arms 1' but when toar ahall 
have reached them toUh aU iii hotrort, 
aU toiU seek to exculpate thenudvesfrom 
harniuf been instrumental in hnngina its 
thunder to the peaceful plaifu of the 
North" Such was the language in 
which Napoleon spoke of the most 
beautiful princess in Europe, rousing 
her subjects to patriotic resistance f 
How singularly prophetic is the con- 
cluding part of the sentence of what 
he himself experienced just six years 
afterwards, in the frozen fields of 
Russia. 

29. Animated by those heart-stirring 
addresses, the forceson both sidesrapid- 
ly approached each other ; and their ad- 
vanced outposts were in presence on 
the 8th October. Then began the 
terrible contest of the north with the 
south of Europe ; never destined to be 
extinguished till the domes of the 
Eren^in were reddened with flames, 
and the towers of Notre Dame were 
shaken by the discharges of the Russian 
batteries. The first plan discussed at 
Berlin, was for the whole army to de- 
bouch in separate columns by the 
two great roads, those of Adon and 
Saalfeld, and Eisenach and Qotha, and 
commence the offensive towards the 
valley of the Maine, on the east and 
west of the Thuringian Forest, the in- 
termediate passes of which were to be 
occupied by a central corps; but this 
plan was soon abandoned, as exposing 
the army to a perilous division of force 
in presence of so powerful and enter- 
prising an enemy. The design ulti- 
mately adopted was to advance with 
the right under Ruchel in fronts which 
was pushed on to Eisenach ; next in 
echelon followed the centre, conmianded 
by the King in person, which, united 
with the corps of Hohenlohe, was to 
advance upon Saalfeld and Jena, while 
each wing was covered by a detached 
corps of observation, the right by 
Blucher on the confines of Hesse, the 
left by Tauenzein, on the side of Bai- 
reuth. The object of this movement 
was to determine the hesitation of the 
Elector of Hesse-Cassel, and effect the 
junction of his contingent to the Prus- 
sian army, and at the same time pierce 
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the centre of the ralley of the Maine, 
which waa the base of the enemy's 
operations, and cut them off from 
their communications with France. 
Both objects were important, and the 
design was well conceived had the 
Duke of Brunswick possessed a force 
adequate to its execution. But it ne- 
cessarily involved his army in great 
hazard in presence of a numerous and 
akilful enemy; and by leaving open 
to his advance the great roads to Dres- 
den and Leipsic, exposed the Prussians 
to the very danger of being themselves 
turned and cut off from their com- 
munications and magazines, when en- 
deavouring to inflict that injury on 
their opponents. 

80. Napoleon was not a man to let 
Blip the opportunity which this hazard- 
ous attempt of the Prussians to pass 
his position afforded, of not merely 
defeating, but destroying their army. 
Confident in the numbers and experi- 
ence of his troops, which rendered a 
situation comparatively safe to them, 
which was to the last degi'ee perilous 
to their opponents, he instantly re- 
solved to retort upon the enemy the 
measure they were preparing to play 
off upon him; and, by throwing for- 
ward his army with the right in 
front, turn the Prussian left, and cut 
them off from their magazines on the 
Elbe, and the heart of the monarchy. 
On the 8th October, the French army 
was concentrated round Bamberg; at 
three o'clock on the morning of the 
dth, Napoleon put himself in motion, 
and his columns maixshed towards Sax- 
ony, on three great roads, by echelon, 
the right in front. On the right, Soult 
and Ney with a Bavarian division 
moved from Baireuth by Hof, on 
Plauen; in the centre, Murat with 
the cavalry, as also Bemadotte and 
Davoust, marched from Bamberg by 
Kronach, on Saalburg; on the left, 
Lannes and Augereau, breaking up 
from Schweinfur^ advanced by Coburg 
and Graffenthal upon Saalfeld. The 
«ffeot of these movements was to bring 
the centre and right of the French 
directly upon the Prussian magazines 
ssid reserves, while they were stretch- 



ing forward on the left, to interpose be- 
tween their antagonists and the Rhine. 
In commendng those movements, the 
French Emperorputinpracticehisusual 
system for providing for his army. 
This was to make his troops subsist 
daily, in general, on the resources of 
the country which they occupied, — 
to extend themselves sufficiently to 
obtain supplies, but not so as to be 
beyond concentration in case of attack, 
— and to have in reserve, in waggons, 
bread adequate for several days, to 
meet any sudden emergency. This 
reserve store, carefully husbanded and 
duly replenished when drawn upon, 
served for all cases of concentration 
before or after battles. To convey it. 
Napoleon allowed two caissons for a 
battalion, and one for a squadron. 
Adding to that the carriages provided 
for the sick and wounded, he calcu- 
lated that four or five hundred wag- 
gons should suffice for the largest army. 
The most peremptory orders were 
issued against any general or officer 
applying any part of thesQ public con- 
veyances to his private purposes ; and 
in one instance, having discovered that 
one of his marshals made such use of 
them in the outset of the campaign, 
he manifested the utmost displeasure, 
and declared Bertbier responsible for 
all such evasions of his orders in future. 
81. The Prussians were in the midst 
of their perilous advanceto the French 
left, when intelligence of this rapid ao- 
cumulation of forces against their own 
centre and left reached the Duke of 
Brunswick's headquarters. It was in- 
dispensable to renounce forthwith the 
hazardous enterprise ; and orders were 
instantly despatched to countermand 
the advance, and direct the concentra- 
tion of the army in the neighbourhood 
of Weimar : the principal column, com- 
manded by the King, at Erfurth ; Ru- 
chel at Gotha; Hohenlohe at Hoch- 
dorf ; the reserve, under the Duke of 
Wurtembeig, at Halle. Thus the 
Prussians, in presence of the greatest 
general and most powerful army of 
modem times, were thrown into a 
change of position, and a complicated 
series of cross movements, with their 
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flttdc exp oi wi to the 9Mmj-^'^h» sltoa* 
tion of all oth«n the most periloiiB 
in wtr, and which, not a year before, 
had pitf^ed frtal to the combined army, 
when attempting a similar movement 
in front of AusterlitE. To complete 
their danger, the concentration, from 
the ordem which they received, took 
place on the centre and right ; where- 
as it was on the left^ towards Ho^ 
that it shoidd have been made, to resist 
the rapid march of the invaders npon 
their magannes and resouross. The 
Thnringian Forest, which those move- 
ments promised to render the first 
theatre of approaching hostilities, is a 
range of broken hills, for the most part 
oovered with wood, which, branching 
off from the oentral chain that endroles 
Bohemia, stretches to the northwards 
imtQ it subskles into the plauiB of 
Wesi^halia, where it terminates. This 
range separates the valley of the Bhine 
from that of the Elbe^ the waters from 
the western slope fl,owing into the 
former, those from the eaetem into the 
latter. It thus rmis directly athwart 
the line of oommmiioation between 
France and Prussia, and requires to be 
traversed in one quarter or another in 
going from tiie one country to the 
otiier. Three great roads cross this 
broken woody region, and conduct the 
traveller from the banks of the Bhine 
to the sands of Prussia. The firsts 
starting from Mayence, follows the 
windings of tilke Ifiaine as far as Co- 
buiKf where it approaches the summit 
of uie Thnringian ridge, from which 
the Maine flows in <«e direction, the 
Baale in another. Three defiles pene- 
trate the summit levd: that of Bai- 
reuth to Hof, that of Coburg to Saal- 
fold, that of Kronaoh to SohleitB. The 
seoond route, which is the one usually 
followed by tnvellen going from May- 
enee to Baxonv or Beriin, p a ss e s the 
wooded smniBits of the Thusingian 
Forest to the left of their highest ele- 
vation. It branches off from tiie valley 
of the Maine at Hanau, ascends the 
lateral valley of the Fulda, and, alter 
surmounting the ridge, descends by 
Bisenaeh, Ootha, and Weimar into the 
Saxon plains and the banks of the 
Elbe. The third, by striking far to 



the north, avoids entlMy the T^nzin* 
gian range, and, leaving the Rhine at 
Wesel, makes straight for the West* 
phalian plains between the northern 
extremity of the hills and the sea. Of 
these routes Napoleon chose the firsts 
which brought him by WUrtzbuzg to 
the sources of the Saale ; and it was 
there that he came in contact with the 
Prussian army, in the very act of mak- 
ing their perilous movement from left 
to right. 

82. But before the junction of thit 
Prussian forces, even in this feilse di- 
rection, could be efifeoted, the formid- 
able legions of Napoleon were already 
upon titem. As might have been ex- 
pected, when surprised in this manner 
in the middle of a lateral movement, 
they were attacked at the same time 
in different quarters, and in all by 
greatly superior columns of the enemy. 
The French masses, dense and strong, 
marching on the great chauesdes, fell 
perpendicularly upon tiie flank of their 
opponents when endeavouring, by cross 
and often deplorable roads, to reach the 
points of rendezvous assigned to them. 
The consequences might easily have 
been anticipated. They were defeated 
in every quarter, and lost, in the very 
outset of the campaign, the moral ii^ 
fluence of an advance. On the $^ 
Tauenzein, who was at the moment ia 
front of Schleita with six thousand 
Prussians and three thousand Saxons^ 
was attacked by Bemadotte, at the 
head of greatly superior forces, and 
afbera gallant resistance dislodged from 
his position with the loss of several 
hundred men. The day following, 
Murat marched on Gen, and on the 
road fell in with and captured-a convoy 
of five hundred carriages and a pontoon 
train-*en extraordinary proof of the 
advantage the French had already gain- 
ed, when, on the third day after hosti- 
lities had commenced, they had fallen 
in with and captured a large part of 
the reserve trains and heavy baggage 
of the enemy. 

88. Nor was the French lefty nnder 
Luines and Augereau, less suooessfiil. 
On the 10th, the former of these gene- 
rals arrived on the heights of Saalfeld^ 
and animated his troops to the bluest 
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degree by Moding to them iha proda- 
laatioii of Napokoa on the opening of 
hostilities; and on the same day, in 
eoskiiniung his advance upon Saalfeldi 
he fell in with Prinee Louis, who oom- 
manded the rear-guard of the Prussian 
leffc^ and had been stationed at Budol- 
stadt and Blankenburg by Prince Ho- 
henlohe to cover the oross-march of his 
columns, who were then endeayouring 
to reach the points of rendezvous asr 
signed them by their commander-in- 
chief. This gaUant prince, in common 
with his immediate superior, Prince 
Hohenlohe, had long expressed the 
opinion, which they had in vain en- 
deavoured to impress upon the Duke 
of Brunswick, that Napoleon meditated 
an attack on the Prussian left, and that 
a concentration of their troops in that 
direction should have been made some 
days before.* Unable to prevent the 
disastrous resolution to assemble on 
the nghty he now set himself with 
heroic bravery to mitigate its effects. 
The forces under his command were 
only eleven battalions and eighteen 
squadrons of hussars, with eighteen 
pieces of cannon; and with these he 
had to withstand the shook of Iiannes, 
with twenty-five thousand men. Not- 
withstanding this fearful preponder- 
ance of force, he resolved to hold firm 

* In the great ooundl of war, held on the 
fith October at Srftirtb, when the Duke of 
Brunswick's project of continuing the march 
across the Thuringiau Forest was discussed. 
Prince Hohenlolie, Prince Louis, and Colonel 
JCasseabiflh, his diief of the Bta£^ strongly 
represented that, by continuing the marieh 
in that direction, the army would be exposed 
to certain ruin ; that they would soon arrive 
at a country where the ground was entirely 
&vourable to the operations of the enemy, 
and adverse to their own method of fight- 
ing ; and that if the French were inclined, as 
seemed more than probable, to turn either 
of the wings of the army, nothing could 
favour this design so mueh as the plunging 
the Prussian host by columns into the forest. 
These sage observations made no sort of im- 
pression on the Duke of Brunswick ; and all 
the modification of his plan which these gene- 
rals could effect^ was that the troops should 
halt for a day on the 8th October, and on the 
following morning throw out strong recon- 
noitring parties, and receive bread for eight 
days before enteriij^ the defiles of Thuringia 
It may safely be affirmed that that coundl, 
by continuing this fatal advance, determined 
the result of the campaign. — Dumas, xvi. 25, 
26 ; asid Sad^eld, Algememe Qetchichte, iii 2^9. 



during the remainder of the day, to 
gain time for the evaouation of the 
considerable magasdnes which wtte 
colleeted dose in his rear at Saalfeld. 

84. In this gallant but unhappy de- 
termination he was confirmed fi^m an 
opinion that it was only by resiuning 
the old Prussian system of a vigorous 
offensive, that the spirits of the sol- 
diers, which had been much sunk l^ 
the general order to retreat on the pre- 
ceding day, could be revived. The sen- 
sible increase of the enemy all around 
him on the following day«— even the 
turning of his light flank by Suohet 
with a powerful body of light troops, 
which rendered his position no longer 
tenable — could not induce him to aban- 
don his ground ; and when the attack 
commenced, the Prussians were sur- 
rounded on all sides. Notwithstandmg 
this, they made a gallant resistanoe^ 
and enabled the artUlery and chariots 
to leave Saalfeld in safety. Returning 
from the town to his gaUant comrades^ 
who still made good their ground in 
its frontji Prince Louis found them 
dropping &8t under the murderous fire 
of the French tirailleurig. Soon their 
retreat was converted into a rout by 
the ravages of the hostile artUlery; 
and the prince himself, while combat- 
ing bravely with the rear-guard, and 
stnving to restore order among the 
fugitives, was surrounded by the ene- 
mas hussars — " Surrwder, colonel," 
said their chie( not knowing the rank 
of his opponent, *' or you are a dead 
man." Louis answered only by a blow 
with his sabre, which wounded witii- 
out disabling his adversary, who re- 
plied with a mortal str<^e, which laid 
the heroic prince dead at his feetb 

35. In this disastrous encounter the 
Prussians lost twelve hundred pri- 
soners, besides eight hundred kiUed 
and wounded, and thirty pieces of can- 
non. But this was the least part of 
their misfortunes : the heroic Prince 
Louis was no more. He had fallen, it 
is true, while bravely combating on 
the field of honour ; but his body had 
remained the trophy of the victors, 
and the continued advance of the 
enemy too surely indicated that defeat 
had attended the first serious en- 
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counter of the Prussian arms.* Their 
army was now broken in upon in seve- 
ral points; its magazines in part seized; 
its concentration interrupted ; and the 
dejected columns, without any fixed 
raUying-points, were wandering about 
in every direction, while the terrible 
French legions, in dense masses, were 
falling perpendicularly on their flank. 
These disasters rapidly communicated 
their depressing effect to the minds of 
the soldiers. The death of Prince 
Louis, above all, equally dear to the 
officers and private men, diffused a 
universal gloom. So grievous a cala- 
mity in the outset of the campaign 
was regarded as the worst augury of 
its future fortunes; and, as is usual 
with great bodies in a violent state of 
excitement, the transition was imme- 
diate from the preceding exultation 
to an extraordinary degree of depres- 
sion. 

86. Meanwhile the mov/fements pre- 
paratory to a decisive battle continued, 
though in a very different spirit, on 
both sides. In deep dejection, and 
with infinite difficulty, the Prussians 
at length concentrated their forces in 
two great masses under the King in 
the neighbourhood of Weimar, and 
under Hohenlohe near Jena. It was 
in the highest exultation, on the other 
hand, and in the full anticipation of 
victory, that the French made a sweep 
which brought them completely round 
the Prussian army. The early triumphs 
with which the campaign had opened 
had given Napoleon hopes of rapid 
and decisive success. He no longer 
feared, as he admitted he had done at 
first, that he would be obliged to have 
recourse to the mattock.+ The con- 
fusion of the enemy's columns had dis- 
sipated the prestige of the Qreat Frede- 
rick. Encouraged by these events, he 

* No sooner was the rank of the prince 
known, than Marshal Lannes, with deserved 
courtesy, showed his corpse all the honours 
due to BO illustrious a character. It was in- 
terred with military honours in the cemetery 
of the princes of Coburff, at Saalfeld ; and 
Berthier wrote on the 12tn to the chief of the 
Prussian staff, announcing that the Emperor 
bad ordered it to be restored, if it was de- 
jsired that his remains should rest in the 
tomb of his ancestors— an offer which the 
disasters immediately ensuing rendered it 



now hesitated not to follow out the 
brilliant career which had opened to 
his aims. A complete conversion, 
turning on the pivot of the left, took 
place in the direction of his columns, 
who wheeled round so as to face the 
Northern Ocean. Davoust, Bemadotte, 
and Murat marched upon Naumburg, 
where, on the next day, they made 
themselves masters of considerable ma- 
gazines ; Soult was advancing on Jena, 
where Lannes was already established; 
while Ney and Augereau were at Roda 
and Eahla, in its immediate neigh- 
bourhood. Such was the confusion of 
the Prussian movements, and the bad 
underatauding which already prevailed 
between them and the Saxons, that^ 
when the French took up the ground 
which the Allies had just quitted in 
the environs of Jena, they found the 
fields and roads covered with arms, 
cuirasses, and chariots, like the scene 
of a defeat. The Saxons had pillaged 
the Prussians, and the Prussians the 
Saxons. Baggage and ammunition 
waggons had been abandoned by their 
drivers, and lay scattered in confusion, 
while some guns had even been spiked 
to prevent tibeir being of service to the 
enemy. 

87. The result of these different 
marches was in the highest degree 
favourable to the French arms. By 
the advance on Naumburg they had cut 
the enemy off from the line of. retreat 
to Leipsic, and thrown their lefb back 
in such a manner that the French on 
the banks of the Saale had their back 
to the Elbe, and faced the Rhine ; 
while the Prussians had their back to 
the Rhine, and could only hope to re- 
gain their country by cutting their 
way through the enemy. Finding af- 
fairs in a situation so much more fa- 
vourable than he could possibly have 

impossible for the royal family at that time 
to accept. — BiONOM, v. 469. 

t In setting out for the Prussian cam- 
paign. Napoleon expected to experience a 
more formidable resistance than he had yet 
met with in Europe. The exploits of the 
Seven Years' War had filled him with the 
highest idea of the troops trained in the 
school of its illustrious hero, and he said to 
his assembled officers at Mayence. " We shall 
have earth to move in this war." — JoMiir^ 
ii. 282. 
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anticipated, Napoleon, to gain addi- 
tional time to complete the encircling 
of hid antagonists, despatched, on the 
12th, an officer of his household with 
proposals of peace to Frederick-Wil- 
liam, taking care meanwhile not to 
suspend for one instant the march of 
his columns; but the letter did not 
reach that monarch till the battle was 
over. In the evening of the 12th the 
army of Hohenlohe, which, with all 
the additions it had received from 
Ruchel, did not exceed forty thousand 
men, was grouped in dense masses on 
a ridge of heights to the north on the 
road from Jena to Weimar, between 
the Ilm and the Saale. Its advanced 
posts were on the Landgrafenbei'g, a 
steep hill between its position and the 
town of Jena, from the summit of 
which the whole lines of the Prussians 
could be descried, and over which the 
only road to the attack of their posi- 
tion in firont lay. 

88. The army of the King of Prus- 
sia, on the other hand, under the im- 
mediate command of the Duke of 
Brunswick, sixty-five thousand strong, 
was concentrated at the distance of 
somewhat more than a league in the 
rear of Hohenlohe, near Weimar. Thus 
the whole Prussian army, consisting of 
above a hundred thousand men, of 
which eighteen thousand were superb 
cavalry, with three hundred pieces of 
cannon, was at length assembled in a 
field of battle, where their far-famed 
tactics had a fair theatre for develop- 
ment ; and notwithstanding the early 
disasters of the campaign, an oppor- 
tunity was afforded them of reinstat- 
ing affairs at the sword's point. Each 
aimy had passed its opponent, and 
mutually intercepted the other's com- 
munications. But there was this ex- 
treme difference between the two, that 
the army of the Duke of Brunswick, 
cut off from all its magazines, had no 
resource but in victory ; whereas that 
of Napoleon, though severed from the 
Rhine, had a clear line of retreat, in 
case of disaster, to the Maine and the 
Danube. 

89. It would have been well for the 
Prussians had they continued and 
given battle in this concentrated posi- 



tion; but the intelligence of the ad- 
vance of Davoust and Murat upon 
Naumburg, which arrived at headquar- 
ters on the night of the 12th, led to a 
renewed separation, attended in the 
end with the most frightful -disasters. 
Conceiving that the French Emperor 
had no intention of immediate com- 
bat, and being anxious for the safety, 
of that town, where the principal ma- 
gazmes of the army were placed, the 
Duke of Brunswick came to the ruin- 
ous resolution of again dividing his 
forces ; and while Hohenlohe was . left> 
in position near Jena, as a rear-guard 
to cover the retreat of the army, the 
principal body, with the King at its. 
head, moved at daylight for Suiza, and 
at night arrived on the heights of 
AuBBSTADT. Thus at. the very mo- 
ment when Napoleon, with above a 
hundred thousand men, was making 
his dispositions for a general battle on 
the day following, and surmounting 
the difficulties of the approach to the 
enemy's position on the heights in his 
vicinity, the Prussian gener^ di^ocat- 
ed the imposingmass of his soldiers, and, 
diverging to the left with two-thirds 
of his forces, engaged in a hazardous 
flank-march of ten leagues in presence 
of his antagonists, leaving a compai'a- 
tively inconsiderable rear-guard to be 
crushed by more than double its force 
in its position at Jena. Such was the- 
dearth of provisions which already 
prevailed in the allied camp from the- 
capture of their magazines by the ene- 
my, that no regular supply of bread, 
was dealt out to the men after the 
long and fatiguing march; but great- 
numbers lay down, wearied and sup- 
perless, to sleep on the ground which, 
was to cover their graves on the mor- 
row. 

40. Meanwhile Napoleon, never sus- 
pecting this division of the enemy's- 
force, and supposing they were to fol- 
low the principles of the Great Frede- 
rick, which were to combat in concen- 
trated masses and on as confined a 
field of battle as possible, was endea- 
vouring, with his wonted energy, to 
overcome the all but insurmountable 
difficulties of the passage of the Land* 
grafenberg, by which access was to be 
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afforded to his odlmnnfl for tlie atta<^ 
of the PnuBian position. No sooner 
had the Frendii ll^t troox>s dislodged 
the enemy's patrols from these im- 
portant heights, than the Emperor re- 
paired to them in person, from whence 
he distinctly beheld the portion left of 
the Prussian atmy still reposing at 
leisure on its formidable position on 
the opposite ridge. Not doubting that 
he would have to deal with their whole 
force on the following day, he pressed 
without intermission the march of his 
columns ; and soon arranged the forces 
of Lannes, who with his infantry first 
reached its summit by the steep and 
rugged ascent^ in such formidable 
masses around its declivities on the 
other side, that the enemy, who were 
now sensible of their error in aban- 
doning so important a point, and were 
making preparations to retake it, were 
obliged to desist from the attempt 
This valuable height^ therefore, from 
which the whole of the Prussian posi- 
tion and all the movements of their 
troops were distinctly viable, remain- 
ed in the hands of the French ; and its 
elevation not only gave them that ad- 
vantage, bat enturely concealed from 
the observation of the Prussiaiis the 
rapid concentration of troops on the 
Jena side of the mountain, which 
would at onoe have revealed the inten- 
tion of a decisive attack on the follow- 
ing day. Still the dif&culty of sur- 
mounting idle ascent was very great^ 
and for artillery and waggons it was 
as yet totally impassable. 

41. Nothing, however, could long 
withstand the vigour of Napoleon and 
his followers. He stood on the spot till 
the most rugged parts of the ascent 
were widened by blasting the solid 
rock, or smootheid by pioneers; and 
when the men were exhausted, revived 
their spirits by himself working with 
the tools, and exhibiting his old expe- 
rience as a gunner in surmounting the 
difficulty of dragging the cannon up 
the pass. Animated by such an ex- 
ample, and the vigorous exertions of 
the successive multitudes who engaged 
in the task, the difficulties which the 
Prussian generals deemed altogether 
insurmountable were rapidly over- 



come ; before eight in the evening the 
ascent was passable for cavalry and 
artillery ; and at midnight the whole 
corps of Lannes, with all its guns and 
equipage, reposed in crowded array on 
the ridges and flanks of the mountain. 
The Imperial Ghiard, under Lefebvre, 
lay on its summit; Augereau on its 
left ; Soult and Ney received orders to 
march early in tilie morning before 
daybreak to the right, in order to turn 
the enemy by his left> after the cont- 
bat was begun ; Murat bivouacked dur- 
ing the n^t near Dombuig, but he 
was ordered up to Jena, and was in re- 
serve before the action was fdi. ad- 
vanced; while Davoust and Bemadotte 
were directed to advance from Naum> 
bui^, the first upon Apolda^ in order 
to threaten the enemy's rear, the se- 
cond upon Domburg^ to cut olf his 
retreat to the Prussian dominions. The 
two armies now lay so near that thdr 
fires were within cannon-shot^ and the 
lines of sentinels in communicaticm , 
the lights of the Prussians, dispersed 
over a space of six leagues, threw a 
prodigious glow over the whole heavens 
to the north-west ; those of the Frendi, 
concentrated in a small space, illumi- 
nated the heights in the middle of their 
position. Surrounded by his fidthfrd 
Quards, the Emperor, after having des- 
patched his last orders to his marshals, 
wrapped himself in his cloak, and shar- 
ed tiie frigid bivouac of the soldiers on 
ilie summit of the Landgrafenbei^g. 

42. At four in the momingof the I4th 
he was already on horsebadk, and, sur- 
rounded by hJjB generals, rode along the 
front of the line of Suchet's and Gazan's 
divisions, which were first to be ^Q^W- 
ed, and were already under arms. " S^- 
diers i " said he, ** Uie Prussian army is 
turned, as the Austrian was a year ago 
at Ulm ; it now only combats to secure 
the means of retreat The corps which 
should permit itself to be broken would 
be dishonoured. Fear not its renowned 
cavaliy; oppose to their chat^ges firm 
squares and the bayonet" Loud acclar 
mations rent the air at these words : 
but the morning was still dark; the 
first streaks of dawn wpre only begin- 
ning to appear, and a thick cold fog 
obscured every object around. Burning 
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with impatiencey the soldiers await- 
ed the signal of attack, but for two 
long hours they were kept shiveriiig in 
iheir lines. At length at six, when the 
day, though still misty, was light, and 
the Emperor judged tibkt his marching 
eolumns would be so far adyanced on 
their respective routes as to justify 
the commencement of the action in 
front, he gave the signal for the attack. 
Meanwhile the Prusnans, little suspect- 
ing the tempest which was about to 
burst on them, were securely reposing 
in their position, and, anticipating a 
day of complete rest on the 14th, had 
miuie no provision either for marching 
or battle. This fatal security had been 
increased by the opinion generally en- 
tertained at Hohenlohe's headquarters, 
that the bearer of the flag of truce who 
had appeared at their advanoed posts 
on the preceding day, and had been 
forwarded with his despatches to the 
king, brought proposals of peace, and 
that nothing serious would be attempt- 
ed till his answer was received. Their 
position was strong and admirably 
chosen : secure from attack on either 
flank, and approachable in front only 
by narrow and steep defiles, in which, 
if the heads of the enemas columns 
were vigorously resisted and hindered 
from deploying, horse, foot, and cannon 
would be jammed up together, and the 
disaster of HohenlindMi might have 
been repaid with interest to the French 
anny. But the departure of the king 
with nearly two-thirds of the army, 
«nd the total absence of any prepara- 
tions for an attack on the part of those 
who remained, deprived them of the 
advantages which they might other- 
wise have gained from this position, 
and relieved Napoleon from a risk in 
the outset of the campaign, greater, 
perhaps, than he underwent even dur- 
ing the perilous changes wiuoh signal- 
ised its later stages. 

43. Qreat was the astonishment of 
the Prussian outposts, when, through 
the grey mist of the monung, they be- 
held the French battalions close upon 
them, and advancing swiftly in the 
finest order to the attack. They made, 
however, a gallant resistance, and did 
their utmost to prevent the French, 



led by Suchet, from deboudung from 
the defiles at the mouth of whidi they 
were stationed; but being altogethisr 
unprepared for the attacl^ and com* 
pletely surprised, they were not long 
able to make good their post, and fell 
back, with the loss of twenty pieces of 
cannon, to the main body of the array. 
The ground thus gained by Suchet 
was of the utmost importance^ for it 
enabled the heads of the French oo« 
lumns, after emerging from the' defiles, 
to extend themselves to the right and 
left, and gain room for the successiTS 
corps as they came up to deploy. 
Roused by the first duviiarge of fii!»- 
arms in front, Prince Hoheidohe rods 
through the mist from his headquarters 
in the rear at Capellendorf towards the 
front ; but, still confident that it would 
only prove a skirmish, he said to Qen- 
era! MufiSing, " that his troops should 
remain quiet in their camp till the fog 
had risen ; and that^ if oircunuitaaces 
demanded it^ he would move forward 
the division of Qrawert^ as he did not 
wish the Saxons to combat at all that 
day." Soon, however, messengers ar- 
rived in breathlsflH haste from tiie out* 
posts with urgent demands for assist- 
ance, and Qrawert was rapidly ad- 
vanced towards Yiaciehn-Heiligen to 
support Tauensein, who there with 
difficulty held his (pround against the 
impetuous attacks of SuohetL Mean- 
while the whole army of the Prussians^ 
alarmed by the sharp and inoessant fire 
of musketry in their fronts stood to 
their arms, and reinforcements were 
sent to the points in advance which 
were menaced : but in spite of all their 
exertions the enemy gained ground ; 
the villages of Gloswits and Kospoda, 
at the foot of the eminence on which 
the lines of Hohenlohe were posted, 
were snccessiveiy carried ; and all the 
low grounds in front of his position 
were filled with troops. Still tiie mist 
was so thick as to bis almost impene- 
trable; the contending bodies could 
not see each other till they were with- 
in a few yards' distance ; And under 
cover of this veil, and in the midst of 
the confusion arising from an unex- 
pected attack, the movements of the 
assailants were completed, the defiles 
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passed, and tlie precious moments, 
when the heads of their columns might 
have been driven back into the gorges 
by a vigorous attack, as those of the 
ImperitSists had been at Hohenlinden, 
for ever lost 

44. At length at nine o'clock, the 
increasing rays of the sun dispersed 
the fog, and his light shone forth in 
unclouded brilliancy. Then, and not 
till then, the Prussians perceived the 
full magnitude of the danger. On 
every side they were beset by assail- 
ants, no longer struggling through 
steep and narrow gorges, but deployed, 
with all their cavalry and artillery, on 
the open expanse to which these led. 
Directly in their front, the whole corps 
of Lannes, having made itself master 
of the villages at the foot of the Prus- 
sian position, was preparing to ascend 
the edope on which the latter stood : 
immediately to the right, Ney, and be- 
yond him Soult^ had already cleared 
the defiles, and were drawn up in line 
or column on the open ground ; while 
Augereau on the left was pressing for- 
ward to turn their flank ; and the Im- 
perial Guard, with Murat's cavalry, 
were stationed in reserve on the slopes 
of the Landgrafenberg. Above ninety 
thousand men had outflanked on either 
side, and were preparing to crush forty 
thousand, in a strong position, indeed, 
but totally inadequate to so desperate 
an encounter. Surprised, but not 
panic -struck, the Prussians drew up 
their lines in admirable order in the 
form of an obtuse triangle, with the 
apex in front, to avoid the danger of 
being turned on their flanks ; and in- 
structions were despatched to Buchel, 
who, with the reserve, twenty thousand 
strong, was at a short distance on their 
right, to hasten his march to the scene of 
action. Before he could arrive, however, 
the battle had commenced : the prepar 
ratory movements were made on either 
side in the finest style — ^the French co- 
lumns advancing, and the Prussian re- 
tiring to their chosen ground with all 
the precision of a field-day. 

45. But though they stood their 
ground bravely, and received their 
assailants with a close and well-direct- 
ed fire, the odds were too great to 



give any hopes of success. Ney, in* 
deed, whose impetuous courage led 
him to begin the attack before his co- 
lumns were properly supported, and: 
who had, by a charge of cuirassiers^ 
carried a battery of thirteen pieces on 
an eminence, which severely galled hia* 
soldiers, was for a few minutes in im- 
minent danger. The Prussian cavaliy- 
broke the French horse, and enveloped, 
the infantry in such numbers as would 
inevitably have proved fatal to less re* 
solute troops ; but the brave marshal: 
instantly formed his men into squares^ 
threw himself into one of them, and 
there maintained the combat by a roll* 
ing fire on all sides, till Napoleon, who 
saw his danger, sent seversJ regiments- 
of horse, under Bertrand, who disen- 
gaged him from his perilous situation.. 
But on all other points the French ob- 
tained early and decisive success. Ney^ 
extricated from his difficulties, with an.' 
intrepid step ascended the hill, and 
after a sharp conflict carried the im- 
portant village of Vierzehn-Heiligen^ 
in the centre of the Prussian position.. 
In vain Hohenlohe formed the flower 
of his troops to regain the post; in. 
vain these brave men advanced in pa- 
rade order, and with unshrinking firm- 
ness, through a storm of musketry and 
grape ; the troops of Lannes came up 
to Key's support, and the French es- 
tablished themselves in such strength, 
in the village as to render all subse- 
quent attempts for its recapture abor- 
tive. Emboldened by this success^ 
Ney next attacked the right of the- 
Prussian line towards Isserstadt, whiclb 
Augereau with the Fi'ench left had al- 
ready carried A devouring fire ran. 
along the whole right wing, and the 
French were for some time arrested by 
the intrepid resistance of their adver- 
saries ; but the odds were too great^ 
and, despite of all their efforts, the 
Prussians were compelled to give 
gi'ound in that quarter. But on the 
left of Vierzehn-Heiligen they obtained 
some advantage : their numerous and 
magnificent cavalry made several suc- 
cessful charges on the French infantry,, 
when advancing on the open gi'ound 
beyond its endosui'es ; several cannon 
were taken, and Hohenlohe for a short 
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time flattered lumself with the hope of 
obtaining decislYe suoeess. 

46. Matters were in this state when 
the approach of Rachel with his corps, 
twenty thousand strong, to the field of 
battle from the rights confirmed the 
Prussian general in these flattering an- 
ticipations ; and he despatched a press- 
ing request to him to direct the bulk 
of his forces to the village of V ierzehn- 
Heiligen, already the dieatre of such 
desperate strife.* Thither, accoinling- 
ly, the brave Prussian directed his 
steps; but before he could arrive at 
the decisive point, matters had essen- 
tially changed for the worse, and he 
came up only in time to share and 
augment the general ruin. The lapse 
of time had now enabled the French 
to bring their immense superiority of 
force to bear upon the enemy at all 
points : Soult, by a heavy and well- 
directed fire, had driven the cavalry 
from the field on their left ; while 
Lannes and Augereau, pressing them 
at once in front and flank on their 
right, had forced back the infantry 
above half a mile. Emerging from the 
villages which had been Sie theatre of 
such obstinate conflict^ the French 
forces advanced with loud shouts and 
in irresistible strength towards the 
Prussians, who, weakened and dispirit- 
ed, and in some places almost mown 
down by the terrible fire of their ad- 
versaries, were now yielding on all 
sides. Up to this time, however, their 
retreat was conducted in the most or- 
derly manner. Napoleon saw that the 
decisive moment had arrived, and from 
his station on the heights in the rear, 
sent orders to Murat with the whole 
cavalry to advance and complete the 
victory. This terrible mass was iiTe- 
sistible. Fifteen thousand horse, fresh, 
imwearied, in the finest array, animat- 
ed by the shouts of triumph which 
they heard on all sides, bore down 

* At thiscrisiSy Hohenlobe wrote to Rucbel 
— *' It is bighlv gratifying to me to hear at 
this monieut that your llzcellency has ar- 
rived to my support. Send all the force you 
can to the village of Vierzehn-IIeiligen, the 
chief point of aUack. Tou are a brave man 
and sincere friend. At this moment we beat 
the enemy at aJI points ; my cavalry has cap- 
tured some of his cannon."— Dum. zvi. 114. 



with loud cheers on the retiring lines 
of the Prussians. In an instant the 
change was visible. In vain their ca> 
valry, so brilliant and effective in ih» 
early part of the day, strove to mak& 
head against the assailants, and cover 
the retreat of the infantry and cannon ; 
their horses, wearied by eight hours of 
fighting or fktigue, were unable to with* 
stend the fresh squadrons and ponder- 
ous cuirassiers of Murat, and by their 
overthrow contributed to the disorder 
of the foot-soldiers. After a gallant 
resistance, the lines were broken ; 
horse, foot^ and cannon pi'essed tumul- 
tuously together to the rear, closely 
followed by the bloody sabres of Murat, 
In the general confusion all order was 
lost : the infantry and cavalry were 
blent together, the guns and caissons 
abandoned to the victors. 

47. In the midst of this appalling 
scene, the columns of Ruchel, still in 
battle array, emerged through the cloud 
of fugitives to stem the torrenif It waa 
a movement extremely similar to the 
arrival of Desaiz on the field of Maren* 
go : but he had to meet Napoleon, not 
Melas. The fresh troops, though ad- 
vancing in good order, and with an 
undaunted countenance, were speedily 
assailed on nil sides : an ephemeral 
advantage gained by their cavalry waa 
rapidly, in the disorder of success, 
turned into disaster : in front they 
were charged with the bayonet by the 
French grenadiers, in flank assailed by 
an endless succession of Murat's dra- 
goons ; the villages of Romstedt and 
Capellendorf were strewed with their 
dead ; and Ruchel himself, while 
bravely animating his men, was 
wounded in the breast by a musket- 
ball, and carried off the field. After a 

t The rapid change for the worse in the pro* 
spects of the Prussians since he first ap- 
proached the field, may be discerned in the 
altered tone of the next letter despatched to 
him by Prince Hohenlohe— " Lose not a mo- 
ment in advancing with your as yet unbroken 
troops. Arrange your columns so that 
through your openings there may pass the 
broken bands of the battle : bo reauaj to re- 
ceive the charges of the enemy's cavalry, 
which in the most (Urious manner rides on, 
presses and sabres the fugitives, and baa 
driven into one confused mass the infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery."— Luochksini, ii. WL 
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twrible COTabat of on houi^s duration, 
thiB powerful reserve, which in any 
other circumstances would have chang- 
ed the fortune of the day, was broken, 
dispersed, and ahnost totally annihi- 
lated. It was no longer a battle, but a 
massacre. In frightfol disorder the 
whole army rushed like an impetuous 
torrent from the field ; but nearly the 
whole right wing was cut off by the 
rapidity of Soult's advance, and made 
prisoners. Almost all the artillery of 
the Prussians was taken, and the vic- 
tors entered Weimar pell'mell with the 
fugitives^ at the distance of six leagues 
from the field of battle. Behind that 
town, on the road to Auerstadi^ Hohen- 
lohe, at six o'clock, collected twenty 
flquadrons, whose firm countenance tiU 
nightfall gave some respite to the 
wearied foot -soldiers, now dispersed 
through the fields in every direction ; 
while l^apoleon, according to his usual 
custom^ rode over the bloody theatre 
of death, distributing prizes to those 
who had most distinguished them- 
selves, and giving directions for the 
ears and oonsolation of the wounded. 
48. WhUe this terrible disaster was 
befalling the united corps of Hohenlohe 
and Ruchel, the King of Prussia was 
Combating under very different cir- 
cumstaaces, but with Uttle better sue- 
eessy on the plateau of Aubbstadt. 
Little expecting any engagement on 
the morrow, this fine army, command- 
ed by the Duke of Brunswick in per- 
son, had bivouacked in close array 
around the village of that name : the 
Queen was only prevailed on by the 
most pressing entreaties to retire late 
in tiie evening, with a slender guard, to 
Weimar. Informed of the occupation 
of Naumburg by a considerable force, 
the Duke directed the division of 
Sohmettau to occupy the heights of 
Koessen, and present thems^ves in 
battle array before the enemy, whom 
he supposed to be at the utmost a few 
thousand strong, while under their co- 
yer the remainder of the army leisure- 
ly continued its march towards the 
Elbe. These orders were obeyed ; but 
Schmettau's division, contenting them- 
selves with occupying the heights in 
the neighbourhood, neglected to send 



forward detachments to seise the defile 
of Koessen — an omission which was 
speedily taken advantage of by Davoust 
on the morning of the 14th, who, ad« 
vancing from Naumburg according to 
his directions, early seized upon this 
important pass. At six on thajb mom^ 
ing, the French marshal had received 
an order from Napoleon, dated three 
o'clock A.if., from his bivouac on the 
Landgrafenberg, in which he annonno- 
ed his attention to attack in a few 
hours the Prussian army, which he 
imagined to be concentrated in his 
front, and ordered Davoust to ntatbh 
without loss of time upon Apoldsy in 
order to fall upon their rear, leavings 
him the choice of his route, provided 
he took a part in the action. The des- 
patch added : " If the Prince of Pon* 
tecorvo (Bemadotte) is wi^ you, yon 
may march together ; but the Emperos 
hopes that he will be already in the 
position assigned to him at Dombuig." 
Davoust instantly repaired to the bead* 
quarters of Bemadotte, who ai that 
moment was in communication witii 
his corps in the neighboudiood of 
Naumburg, and showed him this or* 
der, proposing that they should march 
together to Apolda ; but- that officer, 
relying on the ambiguous expressioii 
in the deBpatch->which indicated that 
the Emperor ** hoped he would be in 
the position assigned to him at Dora* 
burg" — did not conceive himself so,* 
titled to deviate from his previous in- 
structions, and set out wiUi his whole 
corps in the direction of that town. 

49. Left thus to his own resouioesiy 
Marshal Davoust notwithstanding be- 
ffan his march in the direction whidi 
Napoleon had assigned. His forces were 
considerable, amounting to twenty-six 
thousand infantry and four thousand 
horse— a body perfectly adequate to its 
destined task of falling on the rear of 
the Prussian army, when defeated in 
front by Napoleon, but little calculat- 
ed to vdthstand the shock of fifty thou- 
sand infanixy and ten thousand cavalry, 
whom the King was leading in person 
to the encounter. The IVussians, on 
their side, were as little prepared for 
an action ; and, deeming their march 
sufficiently secured by Schmettau's 
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dirision on the heights of Koeesen, 
were in open column and straggling, 
advancing on their march towards the 
Elbe, when suddenly, at eight o'clock, 
they were met on the plateau by 
the vanguard of Bavoust^ which had 
emerged from the long and steep as- 
cent so well known to travellers who 
visit that memorable field, and was al- 
ready drawn up in battle array on its 
summit. The thick mist which here, 
as at Jena, concealed the movements 
of the opposing armies, prevented the 
troops seeing each other till they were 
only a few yards distant ; and both 
parties deeming their adversaiies only 
an inconsiderable detachment^ fell back 
to collect forces to dear their advance, 
— ^the Prussians, to drive the enemy 
back again down the defile, and secure 
the flank of the army from insult ; the 
fVench, to clear their front) and pur- 
cue their route to Apolda. 

50. Speedily reinforced, both sides 
returned to the charge. Davoust sup- 
ported the advanced guard by the 
whole division of Gudin, with instruc- 
tions to maint>ain themselves to the last 
•extremity on the level space at the 
upper end of the defile, in order to 'gain 
time for the remainder of the corps to 
debouch ; while the King of Prussia, 
impatient at the check given to the 
march of his army, ordered Blucher, 
with two thousand five hundred hus- 
sars, to lide over the Sonnoiberg and 
clear the plateau of the enemy. Little 
anticipating the formidable resistance 
which awaited them, the Prussian ca- 
valry were thrown into disorder by the 
dose and steady fire of the French in- 
fantry, which speedily formed them- 
aelves into squares. Their cavalry 
were, indeed, overthrown by the over- 
whdming numbers of the Prussian 
horse; but all the efiPorts of that gallant 
body, even when guided by the impe- 
tuosity of Blucher, were shattered 
against the compact mass of Gudin's 
infantry, and the terrible discharges of 
grape which issued from his artillery. 
Surprised at the obstinacy of the resis- 
tance, the King, adopting the opinion 
of Marshal Moellendorf, who insisted 
that it was only a detached column 
which occasioned the delay, and disre- 



garding the advice of the Duke of 
Brunswick, who strongly counselled a 
general halt, and formation of the 
army in order of battle, till the mist 
cleared away and the enemy's force 
could be ascertained, continued the 
attack by means merely of successive 
divisions as they came up to the 
ground. The divisions of Wartensle- 
ben and the Prince of Orange were 
ordered to pass the defile of Auerstadt, 
where the road runs through a wind- 
ing hollow skirted with copse-wood or 
rough slopes, and advance to the sup- 
port of the disoomfited cavalry. The 
former, who first emerged from the de- 
file, was directed to assail the flank of 
Gudin's division, which had advanced 
on the plateau beyond the village of 
Hassenhausen. At this moment the 
mist was dissipated, and the sun shone 
in full brilliancy on the splendid 
squadrons and regular lines of the 
Prussians. 

51. The Duke of Brunswick put 
himself at the head of the infimtry, and 
led item, gallantly to the attack, while 
Schmettau and Blucher pressed tiiem 
with their respective divisions of foot 
and hotae on Uie opposite flanks. But 
the brave troops of Gudin, forming 
themselves into squares, resisted all 
the charges with unconquerable reso- 
lution ; and the nature of the ground, 
which permitted the successive divi- 
sions to come up to the support of 
either side only by degrees, the one by 
the long and winding defile of Auer- 
Btadt> the other up the steep ascent of 
Koessen, rendered it impossible for 
the Prussians to bring all their over- 
whelming force to bear at once upon 
the enemy. The conflict, therefore^ was 
more equal than might have been ima- 
gined, and most severe. The French 
troops, stationed behind the hedges, 
enclosures, and garden-walk of Hassen- 
hausen, kept up an uninterrupted and 
murderous fire upon the enemy. The 
Duke of Brunswick was mortally 
wotmded by a ball in the breast while 
leading on a charge. Schmettau ex- 
perienced the same fate. Wartensle- 
ben had his horse shot under him ; and 
the Prussians, discouraged by the loss 
of their leaders, wavered in Idie attaoki 
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which, being made in line, and not in 
column, wa« not pressed with the requi- 
site vigour. Still the terrible dischaige 
of arUllerj and fire-arms continued. 
Qudin's division had lost nearly half 
its numbers, and it was evident they 
could not long maintain their ground 
against their redoubtable and hourly 
increasing adversaries. 

52. From this peril, however, they 
were at length relieved by the arrival of 
the other divisions of Davoust's army. 
Morand was the first who got up the 
defile. His troops, as they successively 
arrived on the summit, drew up on the 
left of Gudin, towards the Sonnen- 
berg ; and shortly after Friant, with his 
division, debouched upon the right, 
and extended to the foot of the Speil- 
berg. The combat was now equal, or 
rather the advantage was on the side 
of the French, for Uieir three divisions 
were superior in strength to those of 
Schmettau, the Prince of Orange, and 
Wartensleben, to which they were op- 
posed. Prince William of Prussia, at 
the head of a powerful body of cavaJry, 
which had surmounted the Sonnenberg 
and arrived on the French left, furi- 
ously assailed Morand's division im- 
mediately after it formed; but these 
veteran troops, with admirable coolness, 
threw themselves into squares, and 
with rapid diachaiges received the re- 
peated and impetuous attacks of the 
Prussian horse. In vain these gallant 
cavaliers, with headlong fury, drove 
their steeds up to the very muzzles of 
the French muskets. In vain they rode 
round and enveloped their squares : 
ceaseless was the rolling fire which 
issued from those flaming walls : im- 
penetrable the hedge of bayonets which 
the front rank, kneeling, presented to 
their advances. The heroic devotion 
of Prince William in vain led them 
again and again to the chai'ge ; still the 
fire continued, still the bayonets re- 
mained firm. At length he himself 
was wounded, half his followers were 
stretched on the field, and the remain- 
der sought refuge in disorder, partly 
ou the heights of the Sonnenbeig, 
partly in the enclosures of Neu Zulza. 

53. While this desperate conflict was 
going on on the left of Hassenhausen, 



the division of Friant had debouched 
from the defile, extended itself on the 
gi*ound to its rights and chased the 
enemy who assailed it back to the vil- 
lage and heights of Speilbeig, which 
were speedily carried. The left of the 
Prussians was thus threatened; but 
it was not there that the principal 
danger lay. The progress of Morand 
on their right was much more alarming. 
On that side, not content with repul»- 
ing the furious attacks directed against 
them, the French had now assimied 
the oflensive, and were rapidly pressing 
forward to the heights of Sonnenbeig 
from whence their guns would command 
the whole field of battle, and render 
untenable the position of the Prussiaxv 
reserves, which had hitherto taken no 
part in the action. Sensible that the' 
battle was irrecoverably lost if these 
important heights fell into the hands 
of the enemy, the King put himself at 
the head of a chosen body of troops, 
and bravely led them to the chai^. 
But if the attack was gallant, the de- 
fence was not less obstinate : Morand 
himself was to be seen at the head o£ 
his regiments, and for some minutea 
the balance quivered. Insensibly, how- 
ever, the French gained ground, and 
at length their artillery, dragged up ta 
the summit of the heights, was placed 
in battery, and opened such a tremen- 
dous fire of gi'ape and canister upoa 
the enemy's columns, as completed 
their discomfitm'e in that quarter ; and 
with the blood-stained Sonnenbeig, and 
the village of Rehausen, the whole left 
of the field of battle fell into the handa 
of the invaders. 

54. The experienced eye of Marshal 
Davoust now told him that the moment 
for striking the decisive blow had ar- 
rived The heights at Eckartsbeig 
commanded the line of the enemy's 
retreat, as those of Sonnenberg did the 
field of battle : by moving forward 
his centre and seizing that important 
pointy their defeat would be rendered 
complete, and all possibility of their 
rallying prevented. Thither, accord- 
ingly, Qudin's division advanced, driv- 
ing before them the broken remains of 
Scnmettau's and Wai'tensleben's divi- 
sions, which had lost nearly half their 
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momben during the sanguiiiary strife 
In which they had been engaged. But 
-the Piiiasians made one effort more to 
regain the day. Their broken battal- 
ions, which had retired from the field, 
vere rallied nnder cover of the power- 
ful reserve commanded by Ka]la*euth, 
who assumed the direction upon Moel- 
lendorf being wounded : this consisted 
•of two divisions which had hitherto 
iaken no part in the action, and were 
placed in front ; while the whole cav- 
alry, re-formed under Blucher^s orders, 
was posted in a second line immediately 
behind the infantiy, to take advantage 
of any hesitation which might appear 
in the enemy's columns. Wearied by 
a moming^s march and four hours' 
"hard fighting, the French soldiers had 
now to withstand the shock of fifteen 
thousand fresh troops, to whom they 
"had no colresponding reserve to oppose. 
Had the quaHty of the troops on the 
•opposite sides been equal, this power- 
ful addition to the enemy's forces, at 
-such a moment, must have piroved de- 
•cisive : but nevertheless they were 
totally defeated ; and this last success 
put the keystone to the arch of Mar- 
shal Bavoust's fame. Though strongly 
posted on an eminence, and protected 
hj the fii-e of a powerful battery, they 
-were charged with such intrepidity by 
Oudin's division, supported by a paiii of 
Friant's, that they were driven from 
-their position with the loss of twenty 
pieces of cannon. At the same time, 
Morand repulsed an attack against the 
-troops which he had stationed on the 
heights of Sonnenberg : the artiUery, 
from that commanding position, car- 
ried death through all the ranks of the 
«nemy ; and at length his gallant forces 
■descended from the eminence, and, ear- 
ly ing all before them, drove the i*eserves 
opposed to their advance through the 
iiefile of Aueratadt. Thither Blucher's 
cavalry followed the retreating col- 
•umns : the Guards still kept their 
Tanks, and retired in good order in open 
square, and by their firm countenance 
enabled the broken infantry to rally at 
a distance from the field of battle, 
where Davoust reposed amidst his 
lieroic followers. 

^5, The King of Frussiay who, during 



this disastrous day, had manifested the 
most signal coolness and intrepidity, 
and, during the repeated chaiges which 
he made at the head of his troops, had 
lost two horses killed under him, gave 
directions for the army to retreat in 
the direction of Weimar, intending to 
fall back on the corps of Prince Hohen- 
lohe, of whose disaster he was stiU 
ignorant. But as the troops, in extreme 
dejection, and with little order, were 
following the great road which leads to 
that place, they were suddenly startled 
in the twilight by the sight of an ex- 
tensive line of bivouac fires on the 
heights of Apolda. These lights were 
made by the corps of Bemadotte, who, 
adhering to his original instructions to 
march to Domburg, had arrived in this 
position, after passing that town, late 
in the evening, and, ignorant of the 
combats which had taken place, was 
preparing to fall on the rear of the 
Prussian army on the following day. 
His too strict adherence to the letter of 
the orders he had received deprived 
him of the glory of sharing in either 
battle, endangered Davoust's corps, and 
had well-nigh cost him his own life, 
from the indignation of the Emperor :* 
but, nevertheless, this sudden appa- 
rition of a fresh corps of unknown 
strength upon the fiank of their line of 
retreat at that untimely hour, com- 

* Napoleon's anger at Bemadotte, on ac- 
count of his not supporting Davoust, and 
taking a share in the battle of Auerstadt, 
knew no bounds. " If I should send him to 
a council of war," said he, "nothing could 
save him fh)m being shot. I will not speak 
to him on the sul:|ject ; but I will let him see 
what I think of his conduct. He has too 
much honour not to be awaro himself that he 
has committed a disgraceful action." In 
truth, however, Napoleon had no sufficient 
grounds for this ebullition. If Bemadotte 
did not take a part in the action, it was be- 
cause his own latest instructions expressed 
a hope that he should go to Domburg rather 
than March toward Auerstadt with Davoust. 
Had he violated these instructions, and, in 
consequence, the Prussian army had escaped 
by Domburg, its natural and most probable 
line of retreat, what defence could Bema- 
dotte have offered for his conduct? "I whs 
f)iqued, " said that marshal, " to be addressed 
n the language of authority by Davoust ; but 
I did my duty. Let the Emperor accuse me 
if he pleases, I will answer him. I am a 
Gascon, but he is still more so."— Boua- 
aisvif B, vii 161, 162. 
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pelled tb» PnMilaiiB to ehmngd tii«ir 
directioii and abandon the great road. 

56. About the same tune, obscure 
rumours began to circulate through 
the ranks of a disaster experienced 
on the same day at Jena; and soon 
the appearance of fugitives from 
Hohenlohe's and Buchel's corps, flying 
in the utmost haste across the line 
which the troops retiring with the 
King were following, announced but 
too certainly the magnitude of the de- 
feat sustained in that quarter. A gene- 
ral consternation now seized the men 
•— ^Lespair took possession of the firmest 
hearts, as the cross-tide of the battal- 
ions flying from Jena mingled in in- 
creasing numbers with the wreck which 
had survived the fight of Auerstadt. 
The confusion became inextricable, the 
panic universaL Infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery disbanded, and, leaving their 
guns, horses, and ammunition waggons, 
fled in mingled disorder across the 
fields, without either direction, com- 
mand, or rallying point. The King 
himself narrowly escaped being made 
prisoner during the tumult and horrors 
of the night ; and it was not till five 
in the morning that» by a long circuit, 
he arrived at Sommerda, where he re- 
ceived the official news of the melan- 
choly disaster at Jena, accompanied by 
the letter, offering an accommodation, 
so insidiously despatched by Napoleon 
the day before that great victory. 

57. Such were the astonishing battles 
of Jena and Auerstadt, which, in a 
single day, prostrated the strength of 
the Prussian monarchy ; and did that 
in a fewhours which the combined might 
of Austria, Russia, and France, in the 
Seven Tears' War, had been imable to 
effect The subsequent disasters of 
the campaign were but the completion 
of this great calamity — ^the decisive 
strokes were given on ihe banks of the 
Saale. The loss of the Prussians was 
prodigious : in the two fields there fell 
nearly twenty thousand killed and 
wounded, besides nearly as many pri- 
soners; and two hundred pieces of 
cannon, with twenty-five standards, 
were tieJcen. Ten thousand of the 
killed apd wounded fell at Auerstadt — 
an honourable proof that, if infatuation 



led them into the field, tvQoar insphvd 
them when there. Nor was that vietoty 
bloodless to the conquerors : their total 
loss was fourteen thousand men ; of 
whom seven thousand five hundred 
belonged to Davousfs corps— <«strikhig 
indication of the dauntless intrepidity 
with which they had fought Napo- 
leon,* with his usual disr^ipad of troth, 
called his whole loss in both bocttles 
four thousand, little more than m fooitii 
part of its real amounti* 

* Napoleon's official aooonmt of tiw battta 
of Jena» ia the fourth bulletin of the aam>- 
paign, is characterised bv that extraordi- 
nary intermixture of truth and falsehood, 
and that unfailinjg^ jeolouey of any general 
who appeared to interfere with his reputa- 
tion, which iu one who could bo yreXL aflhrd 
to be generous in that particular, is a mean- 
ness in an especial manner reprehensible. 
Davoust was the real hero of the day, Binoe, 
with thirty thousand men, he had defeated 
the King of Prussia in person, at the head of 
sixty thousand. His own achievement in 
overthrowing forty thousand, or, including 
Buchel, sixty thousand, with ninety thou- 
sand veteran tnx^ including the wh0l» 
cavalry of Murat, is nothing in compariscm. 
Nevertheless, he represents the action as all 
fought in one field ; speaks of the enemy, 
eighty thousand strong, as being command- 
ed by the King and the Duke of Bnmswidc 
in person, and after dilating fully on his own 
achievements, dismisses the wonderful ex- 
ploits of Davoust in the following words:— » 
"On our right, the corps of Marshal Davoust 
performed prodi^es. Not only did he keep 
in check, but mamtained a running fight ft^ 
three leagues with the bulk of the enemy'fr 
troopw, who were seeking to debouch on tb» 
side of Koessen. That Marshal has displayed 
alike the distinguished bravery and firmnesa 
of character which are the first qualities of a 
warrior. He was seconded by Oenessla 
Gudin, Fri^t^ Morand, Daultanne, chief of 
the staf^ and by the rare intrepidity of hia 
brave corps." Who could imagine that it 
was the glorious battle of Auerstadt wfaidi 
was here narrated? The injustice to Da- 
voust is so manifest that it is admitted even 
by the eulogists of Napoleon. — Bionom, v. 
487, 488 ; and Fourth Bulletin, 1806, in Oamp, 
d€laeaaee,i.i65. 

t Davoust's loss at Auerstadt was 3T0 of- 
ficers and 7200 privates, killed and wounded. 
Of these 134 officers and 8500 privates be- 
longed to Gudhi's divisioa of 7000 men: in 
other words, more than a half of that band 
of heroes had fallen. This was the bravest 
action fought by the French troops during^ 
the whole contest : but the valour both at 
the corps and the division was inferior to 
that din>layed by the English in more than 
one action of the Peninsular war, if the 
number of killed and wounded, a Mr test 
with armies both of whidh have been victori- 
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58. Great m were these reeoltB, how- 
ever, they were but a part of the effeota 
which tdtimately flowed firom these 
memorable battles. The disasters con- 
sequent on the retreat of the Prussians 
exceeded anything hitherto recorded 
in modem history, and were equalled 
only by the still greater calamities 
which followed the flight from Water- 
loo. No provision had been made for 
such a contingency ; no rallying point 
assigned, no line of march prescribed, 
no magaddnes collected. The extraor- 
dinary circumstance of the four prin- 
cipal generals of the army — ^the Duke 
of Brunswick, Marshal Moellendorf, 
General Schmettau, and General Ru- 
idiel-»being killed or disabled by 
wounds, left the confused mass of 
fugitives without a head. The un- 
puaUeled calamity of the surviTors 
from two different defeats, experienced 
on the same day, crossing each other, 
and becoming intermingled during the 
horrors of a nocturnal retreat, rendered 
it impossible for them to know whose 
orders were to be obeyed. Thus, when 
morning dawned on tiie scene of ruin, 
the soldiers from the three armies of 
Ruche^ Hohenlohe, and the Duke of 
Brunswick, collected, as chance threw 
them together, in disorderly groups, 
and, inspired only with a common 
panic, fled in different directions, as 
accident or intelligence guided their 
steps. Vast numbers of stragglers wan- 
dered at large through the fields, or 
hurried, with so little knowledge of the 
country, from the scene of danger, 
that, instead of ayoiding, they rushed 
headlong into the jaws of the enemy. 
It is in the extraordinary confusion 
arising from this disastrous retreat, 
and the terror which seized the minds 
of both officers and men at finding 
tiiemselves thus huddled together with 

COM, ia takan aa a criterion. At TalaverK 
out of 10,600 Enfflish soldiera, 5000 were kill- 
ed and wounded ; neariy the same propor- 
ti<m aa fell of the vietora at Auerstaat : but 
at Alboerak out of 7000 EagUah troopa. only 
1600 w«e onwounded at the dose of tiie 
fight; and 8481 red-coats fell at Waterloo, 
out of a force of nattye Engliah not exceed- 
iDg S0,000 men. — DuxAfl^ xri. 177; Na- 
nsR'a JtmtMKlar Ww, iii. Ml ; and Wsl- 
unotoh'b Official Aceotmt pf the Battle of 
WaterUio, Aim. Reg. 1816, Ajpip. to Chron. 



soldiers to whom they were perfect 
strangers, that the true cause of the 
unparalleled disasters which followed 
the battle of Jena is to be found. 

59. The effect of the general con^ 
stemation which prevailed speedily 
appeared in the fate which befell the 
fragments of the mighty army. Six 
thousand fugitiyes, almost without 
leaders, had taken refuge, the day after 
the battle, in Erfurth, whose embat- 
tled walls and almost inaccessible cita- 
dels promised the means of at least a 
temporaiy defence. It contained also 
the grand x>ark and reserve artillery 
stores of the army, with the greater 
part of its camp equipage. Thither 
also the Piince of Orange, Marshal 
Moellendorf, and a great number of 
the wounded of distinction, besideB 
seven thotxsand private soldiers, also 
wounded, had been conveyed. Such, 
however, was the terror of the gover- 
nor at finding himself thus suddenly 
overwhelmed by a mass of wounded 
and stragglers, incapable of aiding in 
the defence, but who would speedily 
consume his slender stock of provi- 
sions, that he thought the best tiling 
he could do was to negotiate a capitu- 
lation, on condition that the officers 
should retire on their parole into Prus- 
sia, and the private men remain pri- 
soners of war. On these terms the 
place surrendered, and with it four- 
teen thousand men, including the dying 
M a r s h al Moellendorf and the Prince at 
Orange ; a hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon, and immense military storeSi 
fell into the hands of the enemy. 

60. Hohenlohe, who had retired, 
covering the retreat of the fugitives 
beyond Weimar with a considerable 
body of cavalry, in good order, at 
nightfall on the 14th found himself so 
completely overwhelmed by the crowd 
of stragglers who attached themselves 
during the night to his squadrons, that 
by degrees his array melted away; 
and it was only by making frequent 
circuits, and repeatedly crossing the 
fields, that he was enabled to reach 
Demstedt at seven on the following 
morning, at the head of siz^ hone- 
men. On the day following, the King^ 
who had arrived at Sondezvlu^n, ao< 
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oompanied only by his aides-de-camp, 
•conferred the command of all the 
troops which had combated at Jena 
and Auerstadt upon Prince Hohenlohe, 
with the exception of the two dlTisions 
xmder the orders of Kalkreuth, the re- 
flerve at the latter battle, which it was 
tiiought would still be in some sort of 
oi'der; but in the general confusion 
this corps had dispersed like the rest, 
and there remained only eight battal- 
ions around his standard. Magdebuxg 
was assigned as the rallying point to 
the ai*my, within the almost impreg- 
nable walls of which fortress it was 
lioped the wreck of its once mighty 
array could be reox^anised, and a de- 
fensive struggle maintained till the 
arrival of the Russians from the Vis- 
tula, and of the reinforcements which 
were collecting in the interior of the 
kingdom. Thither accordingly the 
Kii^ repaired, attended only by a few 
Norsemen, to make preparations for 
the reception of the army ; and thex« 
he was quitted by the British envoy, 
Lord Morpeth, who, seeing no chance 
of diplomatic concerns being attended 
to amidst the general confusion, re- 
turned to London to render an account 
^ his bewildered cabinet of tiie eztra- 
ordinaiy events which he had witnessed 
in the outset of his mission. 

61. But if there was any one thing 
more than another in which the genius 
of Napoleon shone prominent, it was 
in the vigour and ability with which 
he followed up a beaten enemy. The 
present was not an opportunity to be 
lost of displaying this essential quality 
of a great general Without an instant's 
•delay, therefore, he prepared to pursue 
the extraordinary advantages he had 
gained. From all parts of Germany 
iiis foi'ces had been assembled to one 
point, in order to strike the decisive 
blow. That done, the next object was 
to disperee them like a fan over the 
<x>nquered territory, to carry every- 
whera the impression of their victory, 
.and the terrora of their arms. On the 
night after the battle. Napoleon, in- 
stead of retiring to resfc, sat up dictat- 
ing orders to all the corps of his army 
for the du'ections they were to follow 
in pursuing the enemy. On the ex- 



treme right) Bemadotte, whose nume- 
rous corps was still imtouched, reoeiv- 
ed orders to advance from Apolda to 
Neustadt, to cut off the line of retreat 
from Weimar to Naumburg, and so 
shut out the army from the great road 
to Magdebuig. Davoust was to return 
to Naumburg to hold that important 
post, and keep himself in readiness to 
debouch on the Elbe before the enemy 
could arrive there ; Soult was to move 
on Buttelstadt, the point in rear of the 
fields of battle, where the greatest 
number of fugitives had assembled ; 
Murat and Ney to march direct upon 
Erfurth, and reduce that important 
place: while Lannes and Augereau 
were directed to take a position in ad- 
vance of Weimar; and the Imperial 
Qnard and Napoleon's headquarters 
were transfeii'ed to that town. The 
general object of Napoleon in these 
movements was, that while the corpa 
of Soult, Murat, and Ney, pursued the 
broken remains of the Prussian army 
to Magdebuig, those of Bemadotte, 
Lannes, Davoust, Augereau, and the 
Guard, under his inmiediate orders* 
should cross the Elbe at Barby, Dessau, 
and Wittenberg, and, moving upon 
Berlin and Spandau, intercept the line 
of retreat of the Prussians to Stettin 
and the Oder. This was the more easy, 
as the French held the chord of the 
arc along which the Prussians had to 
move. 

62. Soult was the first who came up 
with the enemy. At Greussen his ca- 
valry reached the retiring squadrons 
of Kalkreuth's division, which alone 
preserved any semblance of an army. 
That general proposed a suspension of 
aims, in oi'der to gain time, declaring 
that he knew an armistice had been 
concluded, and for the purpose of ar- 
ranging its conditions repaired to the 
advanced posts in order to a confer- 
ence with the French generaL The 
terms, as might be expected, could not 
be agreed on. The statement was made 
in pexfect good faith, under the im- 
pression founded on the letter from 
Napoleon offering an accommodation, 
written the day before, but not receiv- 
ed till the night after the battle ; and 
it gave the Prussian commander leimire 
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to cause a consideFable part of his 
forces to defile in safety to the rear. 
Enraged at finding himself thus over- 
reached, Soult, the moment the con- 
ferences were broken ofi^, attacked the 
Prussian rear-guard posted in front 
of Greussen, which, after a short resist- 
ance, was cut to pieces, and the yictors 
entered that town pell-mell with the 
vanquished. Following up his success, 
the French marshal, early the follow- 
ing morning, resumed the pursuit, and 
came up with the enemy at Nordhau- 
sen, where they were again defeated 
wiUi the lossof twenty pieces of cannon, 
and three thousand men. Unable, from 
want of provisions, to keep his men 
together, and having no other means 
of escape to any part of his forces, the 
Prussian general divided his troops 
into two bodies, with instructions to 
follow dififerent routes to Magdebui^. 
An almost total dispersion immediate- 
ly followed this order. The stragglers 
came into that fortress by companies, 
squadrons, and groups of single men in 
hardly any array ; and thus was the 
disoiganisation of the only divisions of 
the army which still preserved their 
ranks rendered complete within three 
days after the battle. Collecting pri- 
soners at every step, Soult continued 
rapidly to advance, and on the 21st his 
vanguard reached the Elbe, and planted 
their victorious standards around the 
walls of Magdebuig. 

63. A more important action awaited 
the arms of Bemadotte. This able 
chief, whose too literal adherence to the 
letter of his instructions had deprived 
Idm of his share of the laurels of Auer- 
stadt, was burning with anxiety to 
achieve some exploit worthy of the 
deeds of his comrades and his own re- 
nown, when fortune threw the wished- 
for opportunity in his way. Prince 
Eugene of Wfirtembeig, who command- 
ed the Prussian reserve, fourteen thou- 
sand strong, stunned by the intelli- 
gence of the disasters of the army at 
Jena, was preparing to make the best 
of his way back to Magdebuig and the i 
Elbe, when he was b^et on all sides 
at Halle by the corps of Bemadotte. 
The Prussians who were brought into 
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action had not shared in the preced- 
ing defeats : notwithstanding the great 
superiority of force on the part of the 
French, they made a brave resistance ; 
and there might be seen what ele- 
ments of success existed in their army 
had they been opposed by less, or 
guided by greater ability. Assailed 
with the utmost impetuosity by the 
vanguard of the French, under Du- 
pont, at Passendorf, they were driven 
in haste back to the islands in thd 
Saale, over which the road passes ; but 
in that defile they stood firm, and, sup- 
ported by a cloud of light troops who 
lined the dikes on either hand along, 
the margin of the stream, long with- 
stood their assailants, and debarred all 
access to the gates. After an obstinate 
resistance, however, a column of gre- 
nadiers, headed by Dupont himself 
rushed across the bridges, carried the- 
guns which enfiladed Qiem; and, ra- 
pidly pursuing their success, pushed on 
and made themselves masters of the- 
town. 

64. The Prussians had now no alter- 
native to gain time for the retreat of 
their main body to Magdeburg, but to 
prevent as long as possible the French 
troops from debouching from the gates 
on its opposite side : and the gelhmt 
efforts of the Buke of Wurtembexg 
long delayed them at that important 
point ; but at length the increasing 
numbers of the French, and the mur- 
derous fire of the artillexy whidi they 
brought up and planted on the ram- 
parts, drove the Prussians from their 
strongholds* in the gardens and walls 
of £e suburbs, and enabled the 
columns to issue from the gates. 
Chaiged while retreating in open 
square along the level plain, the Prus- 
sians, during a running fight of four 
leagues, sustained severe loss from the 
enemy, and lost nearly their whole 
artillery. Still they combated with 
heroic resolution, and yet kept their 
ranks, when the pursuit ceased on the 
approach of night Then the combat 
terminated on the right bank of the 
river ; but on the left bank a greater 
disaster awaited the allied arm& Three 
thousandProBsians hadbroken up from 

8 
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tbeir qnarten near Magdeburg, in order 
to join the main body of the reserve 
at Halle, and, ignorant of the occupa- 
tion of that town by the French, fell 
into the midst of such superior forces 
that they were almost all either killed 
or made prisoners. Honourable as 
this affair was to the Prussians, it aug- 
mented in an alarming degree the 
dangers of the army by dissipating its 
last regular corps : four thousand pri- 
soners and thirty pieces of cannon re- 
mained in the hands of the victors, 
whose loss did not exceed twelve hun- 
dred men ; wlule the broken remains 
of the vanquished proesed the Elbe at 
Dessau in such haste, that they were 
unable completely to bum the bridge 
behind them, which was speedily re- 
stored by the French, who established 
themselves in force on the right bank, 
and drew their posts round Magde- 
burg. 

65. Meanwhile the other corps of 
the army continued their triumphant 
progress, with hardly any opposition, 
through Saxony. Four days after the 
battle of Auerstadt, Marshal Davoust 
took possession of Leipsic : sti*ange 
coincidence, that the French army 
should for the first time enter that 
city on the very day on which, seven 
years afterwards, they were there to 
experience so terrible an overthrow ! 
Napoleon gave testimony of the rigor- 
ous warfare which he was about to 
commence against English commerce, 
by there issuing an edict* of extraordi- 

* " Your dty," said Napoleon, ** is known 
thronghout Europe as the prindpal depot of 
Bnglish merchandise, and on that account 
the enemy most dangerous to France. The 
Emperor and King commands — 1. Within 
four-and-twenty hours immediately follow- 
ing this notification, every banker, merchant^ 
or manufacturer, having in his possession 
any funds the prodiuee of Bnffiith mamt^ae' 
tura, whether they belong to a British sub- 
ject or the foreign cormgrue, shall declare their 
amount in a register appointed for that spe- 
cial purpose. 2. As soon as these returns 
are authentically received, domiciliary visits 
shall be msMie to all, whether they have de- 
clared or not, to compare the registers with 
the stock in hand to ascertain its exactness, 
and punish by military execution any at- 
tempt at firaud or oonoeAlment" Well may 
the honest General ICathieu Dumas exclaim, 
** What a deplorable abuse of victory I " — 
Dumas, xvi. 226. 



nary severity against British merchan- 
dise. Rapidly following up his suc- 
cess, Davoust^ two days afterwards, 
reached Wittenberg, at the very time 
that the retiring Prussians were pre- 
paring to blow up its great bridge over 
the Elbe; the French grenadiers rushed 
so rapidly over it, that the enemy had 
not time to set fire to the train, and 
thusthat important passage was secured. 
On the same day, Lannes made him- 
self master of the passage at Dessau. 
Thither Napoleon followed with hid 
Guards three days afterwards; and, 
regarding the capture of Berlin as 
certain and a secondary object, he al- 
ready began to give directions for the 
march of his troops from the Elbe to 
the Oder. Davoust's corps was pushed 
on towards that capitid — Napoleon 
having permitted, as a reward for his 
transcendant heroism at Auerstadt^ 
that his corps should be the first to 
enter the capital of thefallen monarch. i* 
%^, Such was the rapidity of the 
French advance, that they arrived 
round Magdeburg before a large por- 
tion of the broken Prussians had tc^en 
reftige within its walls. Napoleon saw 
clearly the importance of accumulating 
as lai^ge a number as possible of the ene- 
my in a situation where it was evident 
they would ere long become his pri- 
soners, and therefore he gave orders to 
leave the entrance to the place open, and 
dispersed his cavalry in all directions 
to drive the stragglers into that devoted 
fortress.:}: Murat's horsemen in conse- 

t Bemadotte was unavoidably detained a 
day longer than he was ordered in marching 
to the Elbe, and in consequence did not 
cross that river till the 28d and 24th, in- 
stead of the 21 St and 22d, before which time 
the corps of the Duke of WUrtembeiv bad. 
defiled through Magdeburg, and was m fiill 
march for the Oder. This escape of a con- 
siderable part of the best oiganised corps of 
the Prussians excited to the highest degree 
the indignation of Napoleon, who took occa- 
sion bitterly to reproach him with this de- 
lay, as well as with his conduct in not mardi-' 
ing with Davoust to Auerstadt Already were 
to DC seen the germs of that mutual discon-. 
tent which, seven years afterwards, on those 
very plidns, brought Bemadotte in arms 
against the French Emperor on the field of 
Leipsic— BiOKOM, vL ; Duma8» xvL SSO. 

X " Magdeburg," said Napoleon, " is a net 

where all the isolated men who have wander- 

. ed about since the battle may be taken. We 
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quenoe inundated the adjacent plains; 
and the garrison of the town, ill pro- 
Tided with subsistence, already began 
to feel the pangs of hunger fi^m the 
multitude of useless soldiers who were 
driven to its shelter. Summoned to sur- 
render by Marshal Soult, the goyemor 
replied, that he hoped to gain the es- 
teem of the besiegers by an honourable 
defence ; but the confusion of the gar- 
rison^ and the evident discouragement 
of the multitudes of insulated men who 
thronged round the gates, rendered it 
more than probable that his resistance 
could not be prolonged for a very long 
period. Hohenlohe, despairing of pre- 
venting the investment of the place with 
so disorganised a wreck as was collected 
within its walls, and aware that the 
want of provisions would soon compel 
its surrender, resolved to depart with 
all the forces which still maintained 
the appearance of order, and make for 
the great line of fortresses on the Oder ; 
but such was the universal confusion 
which prevailed, that he could only 
collect fifty battalions and a hundred 
and sixty squadrons in a state to keep 
the field. With these he departed on 
the day following, leaving fifty skele- 
ton battalions, hitfdly containing in all 
twelve thousand combatants, within 
the walk. 

67. Upon leaving Magdeburg, Hohen- 
lohe, abandoning Berlin to its fate, made 
for Stettin, situated near the mouth of 
the Oder, by the route of Spandau. But 
when he drew near to the latter place, 
he received intelligence that on that 
very day it had capitulated to the first 
summons of the advanced posts of the 
cavalry under Murat, and that Davoust 
on the same day was to make his en- 
trance into the capitaL Driven thus 
to acircuit to avoid the captured towns, 
he moved by Qransee and Zeydenick, 
in order to reach before the enemy, if 
possible, the defile of Locknitz, near 
Stettin, which would have secured 
his retreat to that important fortress. 

must, therefore, invert ourmanoeuyres,«and 
beatall the couDtry for fifteen leagues around : 
.we shall thus collect numbers of prisonerst 
and also gain accounts of the direction taken 
by the strong columns of the enemy, of 
whose route we have as yet no certain in- 
teUigenoe."— DuxAfl^ xvi 232. 



Aware of the importanceof anticipating 
the Prussian general in these move- 
ments, Napoleon sent Murat forward 
with the cavalry, to get before him to 
the defile, while Lannes advanced as 
rapidly as possible in pursuit of his 
steps with his indefatigable infantry. 
By forced marches, Murat got the start 
even of the horsemen who formed the 
advanced g^ard of Hohenlohe's corps ; 
and on leaving Zeydenick, the point 
where the road from Spandau and Ber- 
lin falls in with that from Magdeburg 
to Stettin, they were assailed by that 
active officer himself, at the head of 
Lasalle's dragoons. Confounded at be- 
ing thus anticipated in a quarter where 
they expected a leisurely retreat, the 
Prussian horse made but a feeble re- 
sistance. Even the renowned regiment 
of the Queen's dragoons was repulsed 
after a short effort, surrounded, and 
almost cut to pieces ; and the Prussian 
cavalry were compelled to fall back on 
Templin, while their main body had to 
renounce all hope of pursuing the di- 
rect road to Stettin. Driven thus from 
his line of retreat, and his right flank 
being exposed to the attack of Marshal 
Lannes, Hohenlohe^ after waiting at 
Gransee three hours in the vain hope 
of being joined by Blucher, who had 
retreated to the same quarter, changed 
his direction, and moved upon Boitzen- 
berg, where he arrived on the 27thy 
hoping to reach Stettin by this circui- 
tous route of Prentzlow ; but in attempt- 
ing to do so, the unhappy prince found 
himself again beset by his indefatigable 
pursuers. 

63. No sooner was Murat informed 
of his change of direction, than he 
marched across the country all nighty 
from tiie one road to the other, again 
got before him, and assailed the Prus- 
sian horse at once in front and flank 
with his terrible dragoons, on the fol- 
lowing morning, as they were conti- 
nuing their march two leagues beyond 
Prentslow. To troops wearied by in- 
cessant marching for a fortnight to- 
gether, and discouraged by such a suc- 
cession of disasters, the shock of hig 
victorious squadrons was irresistible: 
the Prussian cavalry were speedily 
broken, and fell back in disorder to 
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the suburbs of Pr^ntzlow, already en- 
cumbered with infantry and artillery. 
To complete their misfortunes, Marshal 
Lannes appeared at this critical moment 
on their right flank, having, with in- 
defatigable perseverance, marched all 
night from Templin on the direct road. 
Hurat now summoned Hohenlohe to 
surrender, which the latter refused, and 
brought up a powerful battery of can- 
non to answer the fire of the French 
artillery, which was severely galling his 
troops as they attempted to debouch 
from the town. This battery was im- 
mediately attacked and carried, and a 
regiment of infantry and cavalry which 
advanced to support it broken andmade 
prisoners. Prince Augustus of Prussia, 
at the head of his regiment^ which was 
still two leagues in the rear of Prentz- 
low, was surrounded, and after heroic- 
ally resisting the repeated charges of 
the French cuirassiers, during a march 
in hollow square of four miles, was at 
length made prisoner, with almost all 
his men, while bravely resisting to the 
last. 

69. Overwhelmed by such a multi- 
tude of calamities, and seeing no chance 
of escape, while every hour increased 
the forces against him by permitting 
the formidable battalions of Lannes to 
arrive on his rear and flank. Prince 
Hohenlohe, after several unsuccessful 
attempts to obtain a capitulation, was 
obliged to lay down his arms, on con- 
dition that the officers should be dis- 
missed on their parole. With him were 
taken fourteen thousand men, includ- 
ing the flower of the Prussian army ; 
the Guards, six chosen regiments of ca- 
valry, forty standards, and fifty pieces 
of field-artillery. Notwithstanding the 
many defeats and disastrous circum- 
stances which had occurred, this griev- 
ous surrender did not take place with- 
out the most profound grief on the part 
of the Prussian troops. The officers 
retired from the circle where ithadbeen 
agreed to in stem silence, or shedding 
tears ; many of them fiercely and in- 
dignantly accused their commanders 
of treachery, and invited their com- 
rades to cut their way through the 
enemy, sword in hand. The private 
soldiers, by loud sobs and lamentations, | 



gave vent to their grief, and, flinging 
their muskets on the ground, slowly 
and mournfully pursued their way into 
the town ; while a loud flourish of trum- 
pets, the quick rattle of drums, and 
the triumphant shouts of the soldiers^ 
annoimced the successive arrival of the 
French regiments at the scene of their 
triumph. 

70. Meanwhile another Prussian col- 
umn — consisting of six regiments of 
cavalry, four of infantry, and eight 
pieces of artillery, which, avoiding 
Prentzlow, was moving upon Passe- 
walck — was overtaken by Milhaud's 
light cavalry, and surrendered. Of the 
army, lately so splendid and numerous, 
there remained only in the field the 
corps of the Duke of Weimar and Qen- 
eral Blucher. The former of these, 
which formed the advanced guard of 
the host that advanced to the Saale^ 
and had been pushed on through the 
Thuringian Forest to Yerra, with the 
view of threatening the rear of the 
French ai«my, had become entirely de- 
tached by subsequent events from the 
principal body, and thus escaped the 
catastrophes of both defeats. Almost 
forgotten in the rapid succession of suc- 
ceeding triumphs, the duke was left to 
his own discretion ; and he no sooner 
received accounts of the ruin of the 
main army, than he took steps for mak- 
ing the best of his way back to the 
Elbe. He had much <}i&culty in steer- 
ing his course through the numerous 
corps of enemies which traversed the 
intervening country in every direction; 
but by great exertions he contrived to 
escape, and, rallying to his standard a 
considerable detachment of Rachel's 
corps, which had been separated from 
the remainder, reached the Elbe in 
safety at Stendal, by Seesen, Lutter, 
and Schladen, with fourteen thousand 
men. He was there superseded in the 
command by the King of Prussia, and 
his corps passed into &e hands of Qen- 
eral Winning, who gave it a day's rest 
at Eyritz. As the approach of the 
Frendi corps rendered those quarters 
dangerous, he broke up and retired to- 
wards the Oder, and by good fortune;, 
and no small share of skill, he succeeded 
in reaching Enttzembezg, near the lake 
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of Miiritz, in the first week of October, 
where he joined Blucher with the car 
tairy which had escaped from Auer* 
stadt. Their united forces now amount- 
ed to twenty-four thousand men. 
- 71. Meanwhile the fortresses on the 
Oder fell in the most disgraceful man- 
ner. The day after the capitulation 
of Hohenlohe, a brigade which had 
escaped from the wreck of his corps, 
presented itself at the gates of Stettin ; 
the governor sternly refused them ad- 
mittance upon the pretence that his 
provisions were only adequate to the 
support of his own garrison. Next day, 
however, he capitulated, on the first 
summons, to the advanced guard of 
Marshal Lannes; and the French, with- 
out firing a shot, became masters of a 
fortress of the first order, armed with a 
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, and 
garrisoned by six thousand men. The 
brigade of Pirussians, shut out from its 
walls, was soon after surrounded at An- 
clam and made prisoners. Encouraged 
by these repeated successes, the French 
soldiers deemed nothing beyond the 
reach of their arms; and tiie advanced 
guard of Davoust's corps, which had 
traversed the district between the Elbe 
and the Oder without meeting with any 
enemies, presented itself before Ctistrin, 
and threatened the garrison with a se- 
vere bombardment it they did not in- 
stantly capitulate. This menacing out- 
post consisted merely of a regiment of 
foot^ and had only two pieces of artil- 
lery at its command. On the other 
hand, the governor of the town had 
ninety pieces of cannon moimted on 
the ramparts, and four hundred in the 
arsenal ; four thousand brave men for 
a garrison, and every requisite for a 
prolonged defence. Neveiiheless, such 
was the terror produced by Napoleon's 
arms, and such the skill with which 
the French officer, Qeneral Gauthier, 
concealed the real amount and descrip- 
tion of his force, that the Prussians 
capitulated almost on the first sum- 
mons ; and one of the strongest places 
in the kingdom, amply garrisoned, situ- 
ated in an island of the Oder, and in- 
vested only on one side, had the dis- 
grace of surrendering to a regiment of 
foot with only two pieces of cannon. 



The besiegers could not approach it to 
take possession till the garrison fur- 
nished them with boats. 

72. These disgraceful capitulations, 
at which the brave troops involved in 
them were so much exasperated that 
it was with difficulty they could be 
induced to yield obedience to their 
officers in carrying them into execu- 
tion, demonstnited that the Prussian 
generals were so overwhelmed by 
the magnitude of their misfortunes, 
that they deemed the monarchy irre- 
vocably ruined, and that tauve qui 
peut had become the only remaining 
principle of their conduct. Astonish- 
ed at his good fortune in eff^ecting the 
reduction of such a fortress without 
firing a shot, Marshal Davoust in- 
spected the fortifications on the day 
following, which he found in the best 
condition ; and, deeming his base on 
the Oder now sufficiently secured, 
pushed on his light troops to Posen, 
in Prussian Poland; while six thou- 
sand Bavarians formed the investment 
of Qlogau, the only remaining strong- 
hold on its banks which was still in 
the hands of the enemy ; and Augereau 
established himself at Frankfort Mean- 
while Napoleon, after resting a day at 
Wittenberg, which he ordered to be 
put in a respectable posture of defence, 
in order to give him the command of 
the bridge over the Elbe, and where he 
established one of his chief depots,^ 
was busied with preparations for se-i 
curing his rear during the perilous ad- 
vance, so far from the base of the ope- 
rations, in which he was about to en- 
gage. The grand park of artillery was 
established at Wittenberg, where im- 
mense depots of ammunition and pro- 
visions were ordered to be formed; 
while, at Erfurth, a grand depot was 
by his provident care formed for the 
collecting of horses from all pai*ts of 
Germany. All the cavahy regiments 
were directed through that town, 
while those on foot were mounted, 
and those indifferently provided with 
horses soon found themselves in pos- 
session of hardy and powerful steeds. 

73. The only corps of the Prussian 
army which had hitherto escaped de- 
struction was that formed by the uniou 
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of Bluclier^s cavalry with the Duke 
of Saxe-Weimar^B mfantry, and com- 
manded by the former of these gene- 
rals. Before this junction was effected, 
Blucher^B cavalry haa been hard press- 
ed by a brigade of horse under the 
French general, Klein, and escaped in 
consequence of his affirming that an 
armistice had been condud^ on the 
propositions for an accommodation 
Bent to Napoleon after the battle by 
the King of Prussia. Whether the 
Prussian general really belieyed the re- 
port to that effect, which unquestion- 
ably prevailed through the whole army 
at that time, or whether he made use 
of this very questionable military stra- 
tagem as a device to extricate his 
troops from present danger, does not 
appear; and therefore neither praise 
nor blame can in this uncertainty be 
awarded on the subject. But this 
much is dear, that if he knowingly 
affirmed a falsehood, as the French as- 
sert, no necessity, how pressing soever, 
no advantage, how great soever, can 
suffice as any apology.* Though the 
resistance of this corps, however, was 

* But when the French historians inveigh 
With such severity against Blucher's conduct 
on this occasion, and afBrm, " In the cara- 
paigAS of the Revolution, the Austrian gene- 
zals have frequently had recourse to that 
strange ruse de guerre — the French never" 
they forget or wimilly conceal immediately 
preceding events, on which they bestow no 
sort of censure. What is to be said to Gene- 
ral Lecourbe, who, in November 1799, escap- 
ed destruction at the hands of the Austrian 
general Stanray, solely by fidsely affirming 
that a negotiation for peace was commenced t 
to Lannes and Murat, in the campaign of 
Austerlitz, who won the bridge of Vienna by 
the fiallacious declaration that an armistice 
had been concluded, which they well knew 
was not the case ? or to the latter of these 
marshals, who a few days afterwards tried a 
similar piece of deceit with Kutusofl^ and 
-was only foiled by the superior finesse of 
that astute commander? All the French 
historians, Bignon, Norvins, and Thiers, 
mention these unworthy stratagems not only 
without censure, but with the highest ad- 
miration. It would be well, if, in making 
such random assertions, they would calcu- 
late less confidently on the want of informa- 
tion or recollection in their readers ; and it, 
in the survey of the conduct of their own 
officers, they would display a little of that 
warm anxiety for thegreiftt principles of pub- 
lic morality, to which they so loudlv appeal 
when any violation of it occurs to their dis- 
advantage on the part of their enemies. 



more honourable, its ultimate fate 
was not less calamitous. No sooner 
was Napoleon informed of the junction 
of these two corps in the north of Prus- 
sia, than he ordered their pursuit by 
forces so considerable, that escape hi- 
came impossibla Bemadotte was in- 
structed to follow closely on their foot- 
steps ; while Murat was despatched by 
a circuit to cut them off, on the right, 
from Stralsund and Rostock, under the 
cannon of which they might have 
found shelter; and Soult threw him- 
self on the led, to bar the communi- 
cation with the lower Elbe. Blucher 
arrived at Boitzenbui'g the day after 
the ill-fietted Hohenlohe had left that 
town; and having there learned the 
catastarophe which had befallen that 
brilliant portion of the army, he re- 
nounced all hope of retiring bd^ore the 
enemy, and retraced his steps in order 
to unite with General Winning and 
the Duke of Saxe-Weimar^s corps, 
which he effected at Kratzemberg on 
the day following. Finding himself 
now at the head of eighteen thousand 
infantry, six thousand cavalry, and 
sixty pieces of cannon, he resolved to 
move to the right, recross the Elbe, 
raise the siege of Magdeburg, and sup- 
ported by that fortx^ss and Hamelny 
maintain himself as long as possible in 
the rear of the EmperoPs army. 

74. The project was- boldly conceiv- 
ed and intrepidly followed out; but 
the three corps now directed against 
him, numbering nearly sixty thousand 
combatants, rendered its execution im- 
possible. A sharp conflict took place 
with his rear-guard at Nossentin, in 
which five hundred prisoners fell into 
the hands of the French; and the next 
day the junction of Bemadotte with 
Soult rendered it necessary for the gal- 
lant Prussian to be more circumspect 
An opportunity, however, soon occuiTed 
oftaking his revenge. Next day the 
French hussars were charged and put to 
the rout by the Prussian l^ht dragoons, 
at the entrance of a defile. Colonel 
Qerard and three hundi'ed horsemen 
were made prisoners : but the cavalry 
having fallen back on the support of 
their infismtry, headed by Bemadotte 
in person, the Prussians were in their 
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turn repulsed wiih severe loss. Find- 
ing the enemy's forces so considerable, 
that all chance of making good his 
way to the lower Elbe was out of the 
question, Blucher resolved to fall back 
by Gadebusch on Liibeck, where he 
hoped to find resources to recruit his 
wearied troops, and the decayed bas- 
tions of which he flattered himself he 
would soon be able to put in a respect- 
able state of defence. Before arriving 
at that city, he was summoned by Ber- 
nadotte to surrender, and informed 
that he was beset by forces triple his 
pwn. "I will never capitulate," was 
the brief and characteristio reply of 
the Prussian general : and, continu- 
ing his march, he entered Liibeck 
on the evening of the 5th, closely 
followed by his indefatigable pursu- 
ers. In the course of the pursuit, a 
detachment of twelve hundred Swedes 
fell into the hands of Bemadotte, who 
treated them tidth unusual courtesy 
and kindness. From the gratitude 
of the Swedes for this treatment^ arose 
the interchange of good deeds which ter- 
minated in his elevation to the throne 
of Gustavus Adolphus. At that period, 
events, in appearance the most trivial, 
were big with the fate of nations. 

75. Unfortunately for Liibeck, it 
was still surrounded by a ruined wall 
and deep ditches filled with water ; and 
this gave Blucher an excuse for repre- 
senting it as a military post^ and dis- 
regarding all the remonstrances of 
the magistrates, who loudly protested 
against this violation of their neutrality. 
Hastily planting the few heavy cannon 
which he still retained to defend the 
principal gates, Blucher caused the 
greater part of his forces to defile 
through the town, and take post on 
the low marshy ground on the opposite 
side, on the confines of the Danish 
territory. At daybreak on the follow- 
ing morning the French columns were 
at the gates, and every preparation was 
made for an instant assault. In spite 
of a heavy fire of grape and musketry 
from the old walls, the French ap- 
proached with their accustomed gal- 
lantry to the assault The corps of 
Bemadotte advanced against the Burg- 
Thor, the gate which looked to the 



north; that of Sotdt approached the 
Huxtor-Thor and Mulden-Thor, the 
gates of Hanover. After sustaining a 
terrible discharge from the - bastions, 
which were armed with the Prussian 
field-pieces, the French advanced guard, 
under Generals Merle and Fr^re, suc- 
ceeded in breaking through with their 
hatchets the exterior palUsades of the 
Bui'g-Thor, and, rapidly following the 
Prussian regiments whidi held that out- 
work, entered the gate pell-mell with 
the fugitives, and made themselves 
masters of the adjoining bastions. At 
the same moment Soult's divisions 
threatened the gates opposed to their 
attack ; but so murderous was the fire 
which the Prussians kept up from the 
walls flanking their approaches, that 
the assailants were unable to make any 
progress, tillBemadotte'sdivisions, hav- 
ing penetrated into the town, threat* 
ened to take the defendera in rear. 

76. Even then, nevertheless, the 
brave Prussians at this gate, to the 
number of two thousand, faced both 
ways, and, besieged in their turn, sus- 
tained the double attack from within 
and without. Posted on the roofs of 
houses, and on the summits of the 
ramparts, they kept up an incessant 
fire till their cartridges were exhausted, 
when they were all either killed or 
made prisoners. So rapid, however, 
was the advance of the French through 
the Buig-Thor, that Blucher, who had 
retired to his lodgings, after having 
made his dispositions, to dictate orders, 
had barely time to mount his horse 
with his son and a single aide-de-camp, 
and ride off: all the rest of his staff 
were made prisoners. Having joined 
the remaining troops in the town, that 
brave general, with his gallant followers, 
prolonged the defence. He himself re- 
peatedly chained along the Konig- 
Strasse at the head of a body of ca- 
valry, but was unable to dear it of the 
French soldiers, who had now broken 
into the houses near the gate, and from 
thence kept up a fire of such severity 
upon the street as rendered it impos- 
sible for the dragoons to advance to its 
further extremity. Presently the be- 
siegers brought up their fidd-pieces, 
the guns on Sie ramparts were turned 
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apon ihe town, and repeated discharges 
of grape from both aides swept the 
pavement, and occasioned a terrific 
slaughter. With inyincible resolution, 
however, the Prussians maintained the 
combatb From street to street, from 
church to church, from house to house, 
the conflict conldnued. Blood flowed 
on all sides. The incessant rattle of the 
mudcetry was almost drowned in some 
quarters by the cries of the wounded 
and the shrieks of the inhabitants, who 
in that day of woe underwent all the 
horrors consequent on a town being 
carried by assault. By degrees, how- 
ever, the superior numbers of the 
French, who were soon reinforced by 
part of Murat's corps, prevailed over 
the heroic resolution of the Prussians. 
With difficulty Blucher succeeded, to- 
wards evening, in collecting five thou- 
sand men, witii whom he forced his 
way through by the gate of Holstein, 
and rejoined his cavalry, which lay at 
Schwertau on the opposite side of the 
town, near the Danish frontier; while 
the remainder of his corps in the town, 
consisting of eight thousand men, were 
slain before night&ll in that fearful 
fight, or fell into the hands of the 
«nemy.* 

77. The situation of Blucher, with 
his cavalry and this slender body of 
infantry, was now altogether desperate. 
He was driven up to Batkau, in the 
extremity of (Germany, on the very 
edge of tiie Danish territory, where a 

* The French writers made it a Just re- 
proach to the English army that its soldiers 
committed mich disflraceful excesses at San 
Sebastian, Ciudad Kodrigo, and Badf^os, 
when these fortresses fell by assault It is 
the duty of the historian to condemn equsJly 
such outrages, by whomsoever committed ; 
and certainly in this work no veil shall be 
thrown over those atrocities when they 
come to be recounted. But it would bo 
well if they would reserve a little of their 
humane indignation for the sufferers under 
their own soldiery on similsor catastrophes. 
On l^is occasion, thouffh they pass it lightly 
over, the cruelties and devastation commit- 
ted by Bemadotte's and Soult's corps for two 
days after the town was ti^en, notwith- 
standing all the efforts of these marshals, 
were equal to the very worst deeds that 
ever stained the British arms.— See the 
frightftil details, drawn with a graphic hand, 
in LeUre de VUXen d la ConOetie Fanny JBeau- 
bamaii, Amst. 1808. 



powerful body of titoops was collected 
to prevent his entrance. In the night 
he received intelligence that Trave- 
munde, a fortified town on the sea-coast^ 
to which he proposed to have retired, 
had been taken by Murat, along with a 
battalion which he had sent forward to 
garrison that important post, where he 
hoped to have embarked ; and to com- 
plete his misfortunes, information ar- 
rived in the morning that the salt- 
marshes between Schwertau and that 
town were not passable by the army. 
At the same time a flag of truce ar- 
rived from Murat, while his numerous 
squadrons had already driven the Prus- 
sian infantry out of Schwertau, and 
were closing in, in all directions, on 
his last position. Overcome by stem 
necessity, the hardy veteran, with tears 
in his eyes, agreed to a capitulation, in 
virtue of which all his troops laid down 
their arms. On this occasion were 
taken ten battalions and fifty-three 
squadrons, amounting to four thousand 
foot-soldiers, and three thousand seven 
hundred cavslry, with forty pieces of 
cannon, the remainder of his fine iarain 
of artillery having been left on the 
ramparts of Liibeck. 

78. To complete the disasters of the 
Prussian monarchy, nothing was want- 
ing but the surrender of Magdeburg; 
and that important bulwlbk was not 
long of falling into the hands of Mar- 
shal Key. Although its garrison was 
in great part composed of fugitives 
of all regiments, who had made their 
escape into that asylum fixun the dis- 
astrous fields of Jena and Auerstadt, 
yet such was the strength of its works, 
and the ample store of provisions and 
magazines of all sorts which existed 
within its walls, that a prolonged de- 
fence might confidently have been an- 
ticipated. Nevertheless, if its fall was 
not quite so disgraceful as that of 
Stettin and Ciistrin, it was such as to 
affix a lasting stigma on the Prussian 
aims. After fifteen days of a blockade. 
Marshal Ney commenced operations in 
form; but before having recourse to 
the tedious method of regular ap- 
proaches, he resolved to try the effect 
of a bombardment Furnaces fdr this 
purpose were heated, and arrangements 
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made to throw four*aiid-twenty pound 
shot^ red-hot> into every part of the 
town, w^e a copious array of bombs 
was prepared to bring terror and con- 
flagration upon the inhabitants. It 
was not necessary, however, to proceed 
to these extremities. The citusens of 
ICagdebttig preserved a vivid traditional 
recollection of the horrors which their 
forefathers underwent after the me* 
morable storm by Count Tilly in 1681, 
when the whole town was reduced to 
ashes. No sooner, therefore, did the 
first flaming projectiles begin to de- 
scend upon their houses than they be- 
sieged Qeneral Eleist, the governor, 
with entreaties for a surrender. That 
officer, deeming the Prussian monarchy 
destroyed, and seeing no use in singly 
prolonging a contest now become hope- 
less, agreed to a 'capitulation on the 
same terms as Stettin, in virtue of 
which this important frontier town, 
the bulwark of the monarchy, with its 
redoubtable ramparts still untouched, 
and not even an outwork lost> contain- 
ing twelve thousand troops in arms, 
and four thousand in hospital, six hun- 
dred pieces of eannon, eight hundred 
thousand pounds of powder, a pontoon 
train complete, and immense maga- 
zines of all sorts, fell into the hands of 
the enemy, who hardly mustered a 
greater force without its walls. . 

79. After these stunning calamitieB, 
it was not to be expected that the for- 
tresses on the Weser, which were now 
left far in the rear of the storm of war, 
should long continue to hold outb A 
host of fugitives from Jena and Auer- 
stadt had taken refuge in these strong- 
holds, pai*ticularly Hameln and Nien- 
burg; into the former of which Qenei-al 
Leoocq, who had been separated in the 
confusion of the disastrous night which 
followed these battles, had thrown him- 
self with four thousand men who still 
preserved a military array. There he 
speedily found himself blockaded by 
the forces of -the Kiog of Holland, who 
had advanced by Wiirtzburg and Pa- 
derbom to the banks of the Weser. 
The disastrous state of the monarchy 
gave him too plausible a ground for 
assailing the fidelity of the besieged. 
** You are insulated, " said he^ " with- 



out hope of succour. Abandoned, and 
more tiian a hundred leagues in the 
rear of the victorious invaders, what 
can your efforts do to avert the fall of 
the Prussian monarchy ? " These argu- 
ments, supported by the official intel- 
ligence of the fall of Magdeburg and 
the surrender of almost all the frag- 
ments of the army, produced the de- 
sired impression; and it was speedily 
agreed that the fortress should be 
evacuated, the private soldiers made 
prisoners, and tiiie officers return on 
their parole to Prussia. A mutiny 
broke out among the soldiers upon 
learning the terms of this disgraceful 
capitulation ; but it was speedily sup- 
pressed by Savar/s dragoons, the men 
disarmed, and the fortress, in admir- 
able condition, delivered over, with five 
thousand prisoners, to the French. 
Nienburg speedily followed thesameex- 
ample, and, with its untouched fortifi- 
cations and garrison of three thousand 
men, capitukted- to the victors ; and 
with it idl the elements of resistance ex- 
pired between the Weser and the Oder. 
80. While the arms of Napoleon, 
guided by his penetrating eye, were 
reaping in this astonishing series of 
successes the fruits of the victories of 
Jena and Auerstadt, the Emperor him- 
self, occupied alike with military and 
diplomatic objects, was prepariug the 
means of farther triumphs, and a more 
complete consolidation of the power 
which fortune and genius had thus 
combined to place at his disposal. His 
fiinst care was to detach Saxony from 
the coalition ; and after tibe defeat of 
its army in those disastrous days, and 
occupation of its territory by the con- 
querors, this was easily accomplished. 
The Saxons have a hereditary jealousy 
of the Prussians, by whom they have 
a presentiment they are one day to be 
swallowed up. Necessily, not inclina- 
tion, had brought them into the field 
with their ambitious neighbours ; and 
they gladly availed themselves of the 
first opportunity to range their forces 
on the side to which their secret in- 
clinations had long pointed, and which 
seemed to be recommended alike by 
prudence and necessity. Early in the 
campaign, Napoleon had addressed to 
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them a proclunlttiony in which he cailed 
on them to aasert their national inde* 
pendence, and throw off that withering 
alliance with Pnueia from which no- 
thing but ultimate rain was to be anti- 
cipated.* This address had already 
produced a great impression on the 
Saxon troops, when the victory of Jena 
seemed to dissolve at once the bonds 
which held the two nations together. 
Improving on these dispositions, Na- 
poleon assembled the Saxon officers, 
three hundred in number, who had 
been made piisoners at Weimar, strong- 
ly represented to them the impolicy of 
any longer uniting their arms to those 
of their natural enemies the Prussians; 
and offered, upon their subscribing the 
oath tendered to them of fidelity to 
its fortunes, to admit them into the 
Confederation of the Rhine. Gladly 
the officers, for themselves and the 
troops under their command, sub- 
scribed the conditions; and imme- 
diately they were all, with the private 
soldiers, six thousand in number, sent 
back to Dresden. The Elector shortly 
after recalled the remainder of his 
forces from the Prussian standard; he 

* "Saxons 1 the PrusBiaoa have invaded 
your territory. I have come to deliver you. 
They have violently diasolved the bond 
which united your troops, and incorporated 
them, with their own ranks. You must, -for- 
sooth, shed your blood, for interests not 
merely foreign but adverse to those of your 
country ! &kxona 1 your ISnte is now in your 
own hands. Will ^ou float in uncertainty be- 
tween tJiose who impose and those who seek 
to liberate you from the yoke ? My success 
will secura the independence of your country 
and your prince. The triumph of the Prus> 
sians would rivet on you eternal chains. To- 
morrow they will demand Lusatia ; the day 
after, the right bank of the Elbe. But what 
do I say ? Have they not already done so ? 
Have they not long endeavoured to foroe 
your sovereign to recognise a feudal supre- 
macy which would soon sweep you from the 
rank of independent nations? Tour inde- 
pendence, your constitution, your liberty, 
would exist only in recollection ; and the 
spirits of your ancestorst of the brave Saxons, 
would feel indipiaut at seeing you reduced, 
without resistance, by your rivals, to a 
slavery long prepared by their coimcils, and 
your coun^ reduced to the rank of a Prus- 
sian province." None could descant more 
fluently than Napoleon on the withering ef- 
fect to inconsiderable states of an alliance 
with a greater power ; for none put it in 
force so invariably towards his own tribu- 
tary states.— DuiLAfl^ xvL 205. 



accepted first neutrality, then an alli- 
ance with the conqueror; and before 
the war in Poland was concluded, his 
troops were to be seen actively en- 
gaged under the French eaglea Such 
was the origin of that intimate union 
which, down to the dose of the war, 
subsisted between Napoleon and the 
Saxon government, and which, though 
in the end fraught with numberless 
calamities to that electorate, must ever 
command respect, from the fidelity 
with which its engagements were ad- 
hered to under adverse fortune. 

81. It was shortly after having de» 
tached Saxony from the Prussian, and 
united it to his own allianoe, that Na- 
poleon reoeived an answer from the 
King of Prussia to the elusory propo- 
sals of accommodation made by him 
before the battle or Jena, and which 
that unhappy monarch eagerly caught 
at after tlutt disaster, as the only light 
that seemed to break upon his sinking 
fortunes. The times, however, were 
not now the same : there was no longer 
any need of dissembling ; the Prussian 
army was routed, and he was not the 
man to let slip the opportunity of com- 
pleting its destruction. He therefore 
coldly replied, that it was premature 
to speak of peace when the campaign 
could hardly be said to have commen- 
ced ; and that, having resolved to try 
the fate of arms, the king must abide 
by its issue. At the same time, he 
made amends to the infSEmtry of Lannea' 
corps, which, in consequence of their 
not having been mentioned by Murat 
in his report of the successes at Prentz- 
low, in which they had borne so glorious 
a part, had not been mentioned in the 
bulletin regarding that event, by reply- 
ing to a letter of remonstrance firom 
Lannes on the subject. *'Tou and 
your soldiers are children. Do you 
suppose I do not know all you liave 
done to second the cavalry ? There is 
glory enough for aU. Another day it 
will be your turn to fill the bulletins 
of the Qrand Army." When Lannes 
read these words to his soldiers, they 
were so transported with joy that they 
raised the ciy " Vive I'Empereur d'Oo- 
ddent !" Nothing could have more 
completely aDswerecl the secret wishes 
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of the Emperor than both the title 
with which he was saluted \>j these 
brave men, and the circumstanoes so 
closely resembling those of the Roman 
logions under which it arose. 

82. Following the march of his tic- 
torious armies, Napoleon continued 
his progress, by Weimar, Naumbuig^ 
Wittenberg, and Potsdam, towards 
Berlin. On the march he passed the 
field of Rosbach, the weU-known theatre 
of the Prussian Tiotoiyoyer the French, 
and ordered the column erected in 
commemoration of that triumph, which 
had been thrown down by the soldiers 
of his army, to be preserved from 
further injury, and transported as a 
trophy to Paris. At Potsdam he 
▼isited, with eager haste, the palace of 
Sans-Souci and the tomb of the Great 
Frederick. Everything in the apart- 
ments of the illustrious monarch had 
been preserved as when he breathed 
his last : the book which he read 
shortly before his death remained on 
the table ; the furniture was untouched; 
^e writing materials still there : the 
simplicity of all surprised the con- 
queror, who was accustomed to the 
magnificence of St Cloud. By a sin- 
gular coincidence^ but one of the many 
with which the history of Napoleon is 
fiill, he visited the sepulchre on the 
anniversary of the day on which Alex- 
ander, just a year before, on the same 
spot, had sworn fidelity to Frederick- 
WilUam. Such had been the confusion 
of the Prussian flight, that on the 
tomb there still remained the cordon 
of the black eagle, the scarf and sword 
of the hero, which he had worn in the 
Seven Tears' War, as well as the stan- 
dards of his guard. With deep emotion 
Napoleon approached the awful monu- 
ment; but even at that solemn moment 
unworthy feelings gained the ascen- 
dancy. He himself seized the vener* 
able relics, and sent them with indecent 
haste off to Paris. "I will make a 
present of them," said he, '*to the 
Hotel des Invalides : the old veterans 
of the Hanoverian war will receive with 
religious respect all that once belonged 
to one of the greatest captains of whom 
history has made mention." Such an 
act could not injure the dead ; his glory 



was enshrined in imperishable lustre 
in the page of history : but it lowered 
the living, and sullied the triumph of 
Jena by an unbecoming act of rapadty. 
Little did Napoleon at that moment 
anticipate the advent of times when 
the Prussians, now so humbled, were 
to have the mastery of his proudest 
trophies, and naught was to remain but 
veneration for the remains of the dead 
to protect lus own ashes in a foreign 
and iax distant land from the rude hand 
of the spoiler.* 

83. This interesting episode did not 
interrupt for a moment the militaiy 
movements of the corps immediately 
around the person of the Emperor. The 
sameweaknessandinfatuation appeared 
there, as elsewhere, to have aeized the 
Prussian authorities. On the same day 
Marshal Davoust, agreeably to the 
promise of Napoleon, headed the splen- 
did vanguard which, with all the pomp 
of war, entered Berlin. No words can 
describe the mingled feelings of rage, 
astonishment, and despair, which ani- 
mated the inhabitants at this heart- 
rending spectacle, occurring in less 
than a fortnight after hostilities had 
commenced. With speechless grief 
they gazed on the proud an'ay wnich 
deSed through their gates, and drank 
deep, in the agony of that dreadful 
moment, of the punishment for the 
political sins of their government dur- 
ing the last ten years. On the same 
day the strong fortress of Spandau, 
with its strong citadel and a garrison 

* How much more honourable as well as 
magnanimous was the conduct of the Rus- 
sian officer who, ^T^f*^**^ of destroying the 
monument erected at Goblentz to comme- 
morate the campaign of 1812, simply en- 
graved below the inscription the words* 
** Seen and approved by the Russian gover- 
nor of Ck>logne, January 1, 1814." It is for 
the interest of all nations to preserve the 
trophies of their enemy's victory and the 
remains of the dead from insult ; for it is im- 
possible to foresee how soon they may them- 
selves suffer from an opposite system. Nor is 
such forbearance without its reward. It obli- 
terates the diegraceof defeat in the magnani- 
xnity of subsequent victory. The Pillar of Aus* 
terlitz, in the Place Vend6me, is now a monu- 
ment not less to German generosity than to 
firench valour. It would be well for the me- 
mory of Napoleon if more instances of modera- 
tion in victory, and re^prd for the vanquished, 
were mingled with his military triumphs. 
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of twelve htmdred men, surrendered, 
without firing a shot, to Marshal 
Lannes ;* and Napoleon, after inspect- 
ing that stronghold, on the day follow- 
ing made his triumphal entiy into the 
capital. He had not the same deli- 
cacy towards the feelings of its inhabi- 
tants which he had previously evinced 
towards those of Vienna : the palace 
of Charlottenbuig would have answer- 
ed his purpose of a residence as well 
as that of Schoenbrun had done ; but 
he seemed as anxious to lacerate the 
feelings of the Prussians as he had 
been to sparethoseof the Austrians, and 
determined to punish ten years of sub- 
servience and ten days of warfare more 
than he had done the inveterate hosti- 
lity of twelve campaigns. Surrounded, 
therefore, by all the splendour of the 
empire, in the midst of a brilliant staff, 
preceded by his splendid Guards on 
horseback in their richest attire, and 
environed by Berthier, Duroo, Davoust, 
and Augereau, Napoleon, in his usual 
simple costume, made his triumphal 
entry under the arch erected to the 
honour of the Great Frederick. The 
"observed of all observers," the object 
of eager gaze to the speechless as- 
sembled multitude, the mighty con- 
queror traversed the long street which 
leads from the gate Charlottenburg, 
and advancing through an innumerable 
crowd, in whom passion, admiration, 
and wonder were mingled in some 
cases with joy, alighted at the gates of 
the old palace. 

84. Prince Hatzfeld, one of the 
leaders of the war party, in the total 

* Napoleon spoke thus of this fortress : — 
'*The citadel of Spandau, situated on the 
Spree, flilly victualled for two months, is an 
inestimable acquisition. In our hands it 
could sustain two months of open trenches. 
But such was the genend confusion that the 
batteries were not even armed."— IWl Bvlr 
Utin. It is evident that treachery, or selfish- 
ness equivalent to treachery, occasioned the 
sudden fall of so many of the Prussian for- 
tresses at this period; and Bignon tells us 
that he became convinced of that when, on 
being sent by the Emperor to superintend 
the capitulation of Spaudau, he found Oie 
gfovemor, Benckendorf, occupied with no 
other consideration but disputes with the 
French commander as to some wretched 
culinary articles which he all^^d the capi- 
tulation authorised him to remove! — Bio- 
Nosr, vi IS. 



absence of any authority emanating 
from the Eling, had been besought by 
the principal inhabitants to take an 
interim dhrection of affairs, and assume 
the command of the bui^her guard. 
In doing so he had issued a proclama- 
tion, in which he said, " Nothing re* 
mains for us now but to assume a 
pacific attitude : our cares should not 
extend beyond what is within our own 
walls : that constitutes our sole inte- 
rest, and as it is of the highest impor- 
tance, we should bestow our exclusive 
attention upon it." This prince, aa 
the chief of the pacific authorities, pre- 
sented himself at the head of the magis- 
trates before Napoleon at Potsdam, and 
was well received. He again waited 
on him when he arrived at the palace ; 
but the conqueror received him with a 
severe air, and averting his head said, 
" Do not present yourself before me ; 
I have no need of your services ; retire 
to yomr estates." Shortly after the 
astonished nobleman withcbrew, he was 
arrested by orders of Napoleon, who 
had commanded him to be seized cmd 
executed before six o'clock that evening. 
In fact he had transmitted to Prince 
Hohenlohe a letter, containing mili- 
tary details in regard to what he had 
seen at Potsdam when waiting on Na- 
poleon, which had been intercepted by 
Davoust and brought to the Emperor. 
The imperious commands of the con- 
queror left his subordinate authorities 
no altemativebut submission; although. 
Berthier, shocked at the deed of violence 
which was in contemplation, did his 
utmost to avert the storm, and even 
refrised to write out the warrant, which 
Rapp was called in to do. He could 
not, however, prevent Napoleon from 
ordering another murder as atrocious 
as that of the Duke d'Enghien, and the 
death-warrant was signed, and Bapp 
was directed to send it to Davoust for 
immediate execution. 

85. The former brave and generous 
man, at his own imminent hazard, took 
upon himself to delay its transmission ; 
and in the mean time the Princess of 
Hatzfeld, having arrived in the ante- 
chamber of the palace, was informed 
of the danger of her husband, and sank 
in a swoon on the floor. Rapp ad- 
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Yised her, after she recoyered, ta en- 
deavour to throw herself m Napoleon's 
way at the hotel of Prince Ferdinand, 
where he was going in a short time ; 
she did so, and fell at his feet in the 
extremity of despair. Her grief and 
beauty touched Napoleon, who, though 
subject to violent fits of passion, was 
not insensible to generous emotion& 
Bapp warmly seconded the return to 
feelings of humanity, and orders were 
despatched to Davoust to suspend the 
execution till further directions. Mean- 
while the princess was enjoined to re- 
pair to the palace, whither Napoleon 
soon after returned. He ordered her 
to be brought into the room which he 
occupied. " Your husband," said he 
with a benign air, *' has brought him- 
sdf into a distressing situation ; accord- 
ing to our laws, he has incurred the 
penalty of death. Qeneral Rapp, give 
me the letter : take it ; read, madam. 
Is it your husband's writing f " She 
did so trembling. ** 1 cannot deny his 
subscription," she replied, almost faint- 
ing with emotion. Napoleon then 
took it from her, tore it^ and threw it 

* It is alw&ys pleasing to record a gene- 
rous action, and aoubly so when it occurs in 
an enemy ; but justice compels the admis- 
sion tha^ by delaying the transmission of 
this order, Kapp conferred a greater f&vour 
on Napoleon than on the intended victim of 
his passion ; for the one he saved only from 
death, the other firom the guilt of murder. 
Banp informs us that the Prince of Hatz- 
fela had come to Potsdam on the 25th, and 
it was for the account transmitted to Hohen- 
lohe on that day of what he there saw that 
he was about to be condemned. The 25tb 
was the day on which Davoust entered Ber- 
lin. The information objected to was col- 
lected, and the letter written, therefore, be- 
fore the prince had come under the military 
government of the French Emperor. There 
u no law against a private citisen, or a civic 
authority of one nation, transmitting to its 
military officers details which have come to 
his knowledge regarding an enemy, when 
not yet sul^ject to their authority — Napoleon 
himself called on the French prefects and 
magistrates to do so a hundred timea If 
the circumstance of Hatsfeld having collect- 
ed and transmitted this information, while 
on a civil mission to the Emperor at Pots- 
dam, exposed him to the penalty of deaUi, 
what is to be said to Savary the year before, 
who, bv orders of Napoleon, when conferring 
with the Emperor Alexander on the pro- 
posed terms of accommodation, obtained 
and brought to him military details of in- 
eatimable Importance in regud to the tern- 



into the fira *' I have no longer any 
pooof; your husband is pardoned." 
He then desired Rapp to bring him 
back immediately from Davoust's head- 
quarters ; that officer ventured to admit 
that he had not even sent him there : 
the Emperor manifested no displeasure, 
but on the oontraiy seemed gratified 
at the delay which had taken place in 
the execution of the order.* 

86. Shortly after his arrival at Ber- 
lin, Napoleon paid a visit of condolence 
to Prince Ferdinand, brother of the 
great ELing of Prussia, and father of 
Prince Louis who fell at Saalfeld, and 
manifested the most delicate atten- 
tions to the widow of Prince Henry, 
as well as the Princess Electoral of 
Hesse-CasseL At the same time he 
addressed an animated proclamation 
to his troops, in which he recounted 
with just pride their astonishing ex- 
ploits, and promised to lead them 
against the Russians, who, he foretold, 
would find another Austerlitz in the 
heart of Prussia. Next day he re- 
viewed the corps of Marshal Davoust on 
the road to Frankfort, and, assembling 

per and strength of the allied army on the 
eve of the battle of Austerlitz; or to Nai>o- 
leon himselC who in 1797 transmitted orders 
to his brother Joseph, when holding the sa- 
cred office of ambassador at Rome, to do all 
in his power to revolutionise the Eternal 
City, and overturn the papal authority. 
What the Prince of Hatzfeld did was no 
more than all ambassadors do, or than Napo- 
leon invariably required from all his diplo- 
matic agenta The character of the intended 
transaction may be judged of b;^ what Ber- 
thier, with generous warmth, said on the oo- 
casion — ** Your mi^esty will surely not shoot 
a man connected with the first families in 
Berlin for so trifling a thing : the supposition 
is impossible— you will not do so ;" and from 
his x>ositive renisal to write out the order, 
as well as from Bapp's delaying its transmia* 
sion. Had the prince been uiot, it would 
have been, like the death of the Duke d'En- 

ghien and the bookseller Palm, an act of de- 
berate murder. History, therefore, cannot 
award to Ni^leon the praise of having par- 
doned, on this occasion, a criminal who had 
forfeited his lifb either by the laws of war or 
the principles of justice ; but it must not re- 
fiise the meed due to a conqueror who re- 
turns to generous feelings after having been 
led, in a moment of irritation, to command 
an atrocious deed; and joyfully seizes on 
this incident as illustrative of that ascen- 
dancy which, in his cooler moment8|^ humane 
feelings obtained over ruthless passion in the 
mind of this extraordinary man.— Bapp, 108. 
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the officers in ft eirole, asBured them of 
the admiration Which he felt for their 
aohievements, and the grief which he 
had experienced at the numerous losses 
whichhadthinnedtheirranks.* "Sire/* 
answered, the marshal, "the soldiers 
of the third corps will eyer be to you 
what the tenth legion was to Caesar." 
Already, in the emulation of the 
different corps, the mutual knoW' 
ledge and attachment of the officers 
and men, were to be found the happy 
effects of that permanent organisation 
into separate armies and divisions, 
which, first of the modems, Kapoleon 
had adopted from the ancient con- 
querors of the world. 

87. While Napoleon and his fol- 
lowers were thus indulging in an ex- 
cusable pride at the retrospect of their 
wonderful achievements, the Prussian 
officers who had traversed the country, 
or reached the capital in virtue of the 
several capitulations which had been 
granted, were exposed to the most 
grievous humiliation. The officers of 
the Guard, especially, who had escaped 
from the wreck of Hohenlohe's corps, 
were ostentatiously marched by tiiie 

* "Soldiers! you are worthy defenders of 
my croWn, and of the great people. As long 
as you are animated with your present spirit 
nothing can resist you. Behola the resiut of 
your labours I One of the first powers in 
Europe, which recently had the audacity to 
propose to us a shameful capitulation, is an- 
nihilated. The forests and defiles of Fran- 
conia, the Saale, the Elbe, which our fikthers 
would not hare traversed in seven years, we 
have surmounted in seven days, besides, 
during the same period, fighting four com- 
bats and a great battle. We have arrived at 
Potsdam and Berlin sooner than the renown 
of our victories ! We have made sixty thou- 
sand prisoners, taken sixty-five standards, 
induding those of the royal guards, six 
hundred pieces of cannon, three fortresses, 
twenty generals, while half the army regret 
their not havinghad an opportunity of firing 
a shot. All the Prussiau provinoeSi froia the 
Elbe to the Oder, are in our hands. Soldiers I 
the Russians boast that they are advancing 
to meet us : let us march to encounter them ; 
we will spare them fhe half of their journey ; 
they will find an Austerlitz in the heart of 
Prussia. A nation which has so speedily for- 
got the generosity which we manifested to- 
wards it after the battle when its Emperor, 
its court, the wreck of its army, owed its 
safety entirely to the capitulation which we 
granted to it, is a nation that will never be 
able to contend with us."— DumaSw xvi 268, 
260. 



Emperor through Berlin to Spandao. 
Words cannot describe the mortifica- 
tion of those high-spirited young men, 
at the unparalleled calamities in which 
their inconsiderate passions had in- 
volved their country ; wherever they 
went crowds beset their steps, some 
lamenting their sufferings, others re- 
proaching them as the authors of all 
the public misfortunes. Napoleon 
made a severe and ungenerous use of 
his victory. The old Duke of BrunB' 
wick, respectable from his age, his 
achievements under the Great Frede- 
rick, and the honourable wounds he 
had recently received on the field of 
battle, and who had written a letter to 
Napoleon, after the battle of Jena, re- 
commending his subjects to his gene- 
rosity, was in an especial manner the 
object of invective. His states were 
overrun, and the official bulletins dis- 
graced by a puerile tirade against a 
general who had done nothing but dis- 
charge his duty to his sovereign. For 
this he was punished by the total con- 
fiscation of lus dominions. So virulent 
was the language employed, and such 
the apprehensions in consequence in- 
spired, that the wounded general was 
compelled, with great personal suffer- 
ing, to take refuge in Altona, where he 
soon after died.'F 

88. The Queen, whose spirit in pros- 
perous and constancy in adverse for- 
tune had justly endeared her to her 
subjects, and rendered her the admira- 
tion of all Europe, was pursued in suc- 
cessive bulletins with unmanly sar- 
casms; and a heroic princess, whose 
only faulty if fault it was, had been an 

t " If the Duke of Brunswick," said the 
bulletin, " has richly deserved the animad- 
vernons of the French people, he has also 
incurred that of the Prussian arm^'and 
people : of the latter, who reproach him as 
one of the authors of the war ; of the former, 
who complain of his manoeuvres and military 
conduct. The false calculations of the young 
may be pardoned, but the conduct of that 
old prince, aged seventy-two, is an excess of 
insanity, and his catastrophe can exdte no 
regret. What can there oe respectable in 
grey hairs, when to the faults of age are 
united the inoonsideration and folly of youth T 
For these extravagancies he has justly in- 
curred the forfeiture of all his dominions." 
— 28d and 27th BvMaint, Camp, dt Saxe, iL 
216, 293. 
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6X0688 of patriotio ardour, was com- 
pared to Helen, whose faithless vices 
had involved her couptry in the cala- 
mities consequent on the siege of 
Troy.* The whole dominions of the 
Elector of Hesee-Cassel were next seiz- 
ed ; and that prince, who had not even 
combated at Jena, bat merely permit- 
ted, when he could not prevent^ the 
en^ of the Pmssians into his domin- 
ions, was dethroned and deprived of 
all his possessions. Animosity to Eng- 
land was the secret motive for all 
tibose acts of robbery. So strongly 
was Napoleon influenced by these feel- 
ings that he made no attempt to dis. 

* " All the world aocoMS the Qaeea as 
the author of all the calamitiea which have 
befaUen the Pruuiaa nation. The public in- 
dignation is at its height against tba authors 
of the war, especially Gents, a miserable 
scribbler, who sells himself for money. After 
her ridiculous journey to Erftirth and Wei- 
mar, the Queen entered Berlin a fugitive and 
alone. Among the standards we have taken 
are those embroidered by the hands of this 

grinoesB, whose beauty has been as fatal to 
er people as that of Helen was to the dti- 
sens of Troy."— 27th and 23d B%iiletin$t Camp. 
de Saxe, ii. 21 5. It is worthy of observation, 
that M. Gentz, who is here stigmatised as a 
miserable hireling sold to England, was one 
of the most distix^fuished writers of the age, 
and one with whom Sir James Mackintoe^ 
the eloquent-apologist of the French Revolu- 
tion, maintained a constant and valued cor- 
respondence down to the time of his death. 
That distinguished author, in reply to a 
letter from Gtontz, which he received at 
Bombay, where he then was holding a high 
judicial appointment, thus speaks of the 
pamphlet to which Napoleon alluded : — " I 
received by the mail vour two precious frag- 
ments. I assent to all you say, sympathise 
with all you feel, and admire equally your 
reason and your eloquence throughout your 
masterly fragment. I have read your letter 
fifty times since I received it, with the same 
sentiment which a Roman in the extremity 
of Mauritania would have felt, if he had re- 
ceived an account of the ruin of his country 
after the battle of Pharsalia, written the 
morning after that calamity, with the un- 
conquerable spirit of Gato, and the terrible 
energy of Tacitua He would have exulted 
that there was something which Ceesar could 
not subdue, and from tMieh a deliverer and 
avenger miffht yk jprinff."— MACSiarosH's 
Memoir*, L 304. Certainly of all the unac- 
countable peculiarities in the mind of Napo- 
leon, the most extraordinary is his total in- 
sensibility to the ultimate ascendant of truth 
over falsehood, and the extent to which he 
calculated on palming off falsehood and mis- 
representation on the ci'edulity or ignorance 
of mankind. 



guise that it was the raling principle 
which governed all his measures to* 
wards the vanquished.f The Prince 
of Orange, brother-in-law to the King 
of Prussia, in fiivour of whom the Prus- 
sian plenipotentiaries then at Berlin 
made the strongest representations, 
shared the same fate; while to the 
nobles of Berlin he used publicly the 
cruel expression, more withering to Ids 
own reputation than theirs — ** I voiU 
render that nobleate 80 poor that they 
shaU be obliged to beg ^teir breadr 
When a conqueror, in the midst of his 
greatest triumphs, uses such insulting 
language to the vanquished, and makes 
such an atrocious use of his victory, it 
is impossible to sympathise with his 
fall, and Waterloo and St Helena are 
felt to be a just measure of moral r»' 
tribution. 

" Nescia mens hominum &ti sortisque fti* 

turn, 
Et servare modum rebus, suUata secundis. 
Tumo tempus erit, magno quum obtaverit 

emptum 
Intaetum Fallanta, et quum spoUa ista di«> 

emque 
Oderit" % 

89. Meanwhile the French armies, 
without any further resistance, took 
possession of the whole country be- 
tween the Rhine and the Oder; and 

t M. Bignon, who was present on the oc- 
casion, gives the following curious account 
of the conversation whiw led to the de> 
thrunement of the Elector of Hesae-Cassel : 
— '* Duroc and I said everything we could, 
during breakfisut, in favour of the Elector. 
He only petitioned to be allowed to resume 
possession of his estates ; his fortoesses were 
all to be ceded to the French arms; his 
troops, twelve thousand strong, were to be 
joined to their forces, and a heavy contribu- 
tion paid. These offers appeared to make a 
considerable impression on the Emperor, es- 
pecially the offer of so many troops ; but after 
musing a while, he said abruptiy, * Bah f 
Brunswick, Nassau, Cassel : all these princes 
are essentially English ; they will never be 
our friends,' — and instantly set out for a re- 
view. Two days afterwards appeared tlie 
27th bulletin, containing the announcement 
of t^eir dethronement." — ^Bigmoh, vL 35. 
I "O mortals 1 blind in ihte, who never know 

To bear high fortune, or endure the low f 

The time shall come when Tumus, but in 

" vain. 

Shall wish untouched the trophies of the 
slain— 

Shall wish the fatal belt were fkr away. 

And curse thedireremembranceof theday.** 
Dbtdkm's Virgil, x, 630. • 
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in the rear of the yictoiious bands ap- 
peared, in severity unprecedented even 
in the armies of the Republic, the dis- 
mal scourge of contributions. Resolved 
to maintain the war exclusively on the 
provinces which were to be its theatre, 
Kapoleon had taken only twenty-four 
thousand francs in specie across the 
Rhine in the military chest of the 
army. It soon appeared from whom 
the deficiency was to be supplied. On 
the day after the battle of Jena ap- 
peared a proclamation, directing the 
levy of an extraordinary war contribu- 
tion of one hundred and fifty-nine 
million francs (£6,860,000) on the 
countries at war with France, of which 
one hundred million was to be borne 
by the Prussian states to the west of 
the Vistula^ twenty-five million by the 
Elector of Saxony, and the remainder 
by the lesser states in the Prussian 
confederacy. This enormous burden, 
equivalent to at least £12,000,000 
sterling, if the difference between the 
value of money in England and Ger- 
many is taken into account, was levied 
with unrelenting severity ; and the ra- 
pacity and exactions of the French 
agents employed in its collection ag- 
gi-avated to a very great degree the 
weight and odious nature of the impo- 
sition. Saxony, in the scourging con- 
tributions with which she was over- 
whelmed, had soon abundant cause to 
regret the French alliance ; while Ber- 
lin, as well as the Hanoverian and 
Prussian states which had been occu- 
pied, experienced, in the rapacity of 
General Clarke and his subordinate 
agents, all the bitterness as well as the 
humiliation of conquest. 

90. Nor was this alL The whole 
civil authorities who remained in the 
abandoned provinces were compelled 
to take an oath of fidelity to the BVench 
Emperor,* — an unprecedented step, 

* The oath was in these terms: — *'I swear 
to exercise with fidelity the authority which 
is committed to me by the Bmperor of the 
French, and to act <m\j for the maintenance 
of the public tranquilhty, and to concur with 
all my power in the execution of all the mea- 
sures which may be ordtn^ for the serrioe 
of the French army, and to maintain no cor- 
respondence with its enemies. "—Biosov, 
vL51. 



which clearly indicated the intention 
of annexing the Prussian dominions to 
the great nation ; while General Clarke, 
governor of Berlin, acting towards the 
magistrates as if they were already his 
subjects, barbarously shot a buigo- 
master of the town of KyritZyi* whose 
only &ult was that he had, when des- 
titute of any armed force, been unable 
to resist the abstraction of the arms o£ 
the burgher guard and local militia hy 
Colonel SchiU, who commanded a fly- 
ing detachment, that still, in the open 
country, maintained its fidelity to the 
colours of the monarchy. Even the 
highest authorities gave way to the in- 
discriminate passion for pillage : ''the 
name of General Clarke, says Bour- 
rienne, "became justly odious from 
every species of exaction, and a servile 
execution of all the orders of Napo- 
leon ;" while the great reputation of the 
conqueror of Auerstadt was disgraced 
by &e pillage of the noble library at 
Tempelberg, the country-seat of Baron 
Hardenbei^, minister of state, which 
took place by his authority, whUe he 
was in person occupying the edifice. 

91. These evils, great as they were, 
and disgraceful to we arms and gene- 
rals of France, were however, in the 
ordinary case, only transitory; but 
it soon became evident that in the 
case of Prussia and the adjoining 
states they were to be permanent^ 
and that the iron grasp of the con- 
queror was to be not only laid, but 
retained, on the north of Germany. 
Early in November there appeared 
an ^borate ordinance, whioh pro- 
vided for the complete civil oi^gani- 
sation and military occupation of the 
whole country from the Rhine to 
the Vistula. By this decree the con- 
quered states were divided into four 
departments ; those of Berlin, of Magde* 
bui^, of Stettin, and of CtLstrin ; the 
military and civil government of the 
whole conquered territory was intrust- 
ed to a governor-general at Berlin, hay- 

f At a dinner given by louis XVIII. in 
1815, to the King of Prussia* this murder be- 
came the subject of conversation. " Sire," 
said Clarke, then Duke of Feltre, " it wasaa 
unhappy error." — "Say, rather, an unwor- 
thy onme r replied the indignant monarch. 
•—UABD. ix. 818. 
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ing under him eight commanders of 
proyinces into which it was divided. 
Receivers -general were appointed in 
each province, chained with collecting 
its whole revenue and all the war con- 
tributions imposed on it, and their 
transmission to the French governors. 
Magistrates, police, gendarmes, all were 
nominated by the authority of Napo- 
leon ; the whole civil and military gov- 
ernment of the country was concen- 
trated in his hands. Clarke was gov- 
ernor-general, aided in the details of 
government by Count Daru, whose 
great capacity soon appeared in the 
admirable order which he introduced 
into every branch of the administra- 
tion, and which would have been 
woi*thy of the highest admiration if it 
had not been rendered instrumental to 
the most cruel and universal system 
of public extortion. The same system 
of government was extended to the 
duchy of Brunswick, the states of Hesse 
and Hanover, the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg, and the Hanse Towns, including 
Hamburg, which was speedily oppress- 
ed by grievous contributions, in exact- 
ing which the Dutch generals and 
troops were peculiarly conspicuous. 
The Emperor openly announced his 
determination to retain possession of 
all these states till England consented 
to his demands on the subject of the 
liberty of the seas. Careful, at the 
same time, to mingle with these impor- 
tant civil changes such deeds as might 
captivate the imaginations of his sub- 
jects, he paraded before the deputa- 
tion which came to Berlin from the 
senate of Paris, to congratulate him on 
his victories, three hundred and fortv 
grenadiers of his Imperial Quard, each 
bearing a standard taken from the 
enemy in this short campaign — the 
most splendid display of military tro- 
phies seen in Europe since the triumphs 
of the Roman generals. 

92. MeanwMe the negotiations for 
the conclusion of a separate peace be- 
tween France and Prussia were re- 
sumed. The misfortunes of the King 
rendered it almost indispensable that 
a respite should be obtained on any 
terms, while it was not less advan- 

VOL. VL 



tageous for Kapoleon to reap at once. 
the fruits of his triumphs, without 
undergoing the fatigues and dangers 
of a winter campaign in the frozen 
plains of Poland. Plenipotentiaries, 
accordingly, were appointed on both 
sides : on that of France, Duroc ; on 
that of Prussia, MM. Lucchesini and 
Rastrow. There was no need of length- 
ened conferences ; the situation of the 
parties gave to the one the power of 
demanding whatever he pleased, and 
deprived the other of that of withhold- 
ing anything which was required. Na- 
poleon insisted that Prussia should re- 
nounce all the provinces she possessed 
between ^e Rhine and the Elbe, pay 
a contribution of a himdred millions 
of francs for the expenses of the war, 
cease to take any concern in the affairs 
of Germany, and recognise in the 
princes of the Confederation of the 
Rhine whatever titles the conqueror 
chose to confer upon them. Not daring 
to refuse these conditions, and yet un- 
willing to take upon themselves the 
responsibility of making so great a 
sacrifice, the Prussian envoys refen'ed 
the matter to the King and his cabinet. 
They returned an answer agreeing to 
all the exactions which were required ; 
but in the interval matters had essen- 
tially changed for the worse, the wreck 
of the Prussian armies had been al- 
most totally destroyed, and the de- 
mands of Napoleon rose in proportion. 
93. Perpetually haunted by the idea 
that it was the influence of England 
which he required to combat,* and that 
the northern powers were brought into 
the field only to maintain her cause, he 
next insisted that the Prussian troops 

* ** He was persuaded," says the Marquis 
Luocheaini, " that it was the intrigues of 
England which had arrayed the northern 
oourta against France, which had brought 
about the refusal of the Emperor Alexander 
to ratify the treaty of Paris, and pushed for- 
ward Prussia into the field of battle. It was 
England, therefore, which it had become ne- 
cessary to strike in Prussia ; and it was on, 
the conduct of the cabinet of London, iu re- 
gard to the restitution of conquests, that tho 
Emperor announced he would measure his 
own steps for the Aiture fitte of the Prussian 
monarchy."— -LuocHESiMi, ii. 176, 177; Bio- 
KON, vL 44. 

T 
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shotdd retire entirely to Konigsberg 
and tiie small portion of the monarchy 
which lies to the east of the Vistula ; 
that Colbeig, DantziCy Graudentz, 
Thorn, Qlogau, Breslau, Hameln, and 
Nienborg, should be placed in the 
hands of the French ; and that no fo- 
reign troops should be suffered to 
enter any part of the Prussian terri- 
tory. In agreeing to terms so ruin- 
ous to the monarchy, the Prussian 
plenipotentiaries could hardly expect 
that the King would ratify them ; but 
so desperate had its affairs now become, 
that it was of importance to obtain a 
delay eren of a few days, in the depar- 
ture of Napoleon for Posen, in order to 
gain time for the arrival of the Rus- 
sian troops on the Vistula. They 
signed the conrention at Chailotten- 
burg accordingly, stipulating only for 
its ratification by the King of Prussia. 
In fact, however, no hope remained to 
either side that it would lead to a per- 
manent accommodation ; for, a few 
days before the truce was concluded, 
TsJleyrand openly announced to the 
Prussian plenipotentiaries that they 
must look for no restitution of his con- 
quests by the Emperor Kapoleon, and 
that the vast territory from the Rhine 
to the Vistula would be retained until 
a general peace, as a means of com- 
peUing England to surrender its mari- 
time acquisitions, and forcing Russia 
to evacuate the prindpalities of Wal- 
lachia and Moldistvia, which had re- 
cently been invaded by its arms. Thus 
the imhappy Prussian monarchy was 
made responsible for the ambition or 
successes of other powers, over whose 
measures it had no sort of control ; and 
the negotiations at Berlin, diverging 
from their original object^ were degen- 
erating into a mere- manifesto of im- 
placable hostility against the cabinets 
of London and St Petersburg. 

94. The severity of the terms de- 
manded, as well as their express as- 
surances that no concessions, how 
great soever, could lead to a separate 
accommodation, as Napoleon was re- 
solved to retain all his conquests until 
a general peace, led, as might have 
been expected, to the rupture of the 
negotiations. Desperate as the for- 



tunes of Prussia were, what was to be 
gained by the cession of three-fourths 
of its dominions, and its fortresses 
still unsubdued on the Vistula, to the 
French ? Reft as he was of his king- 
dom and his army, the King still pre- 
served his honour, and nobly resolved 
to continue fEtithfiil to his engage- 
ments. He declined, therefore, to ra- 
tify the armistice, which was presented 
to him for signature at Osterode^ by 
Duroc, on the part of France, and at 
the same time published a melancholy 
but noble proclamation, in which, with- 
out attempting to disguise his hopes, 
or conceal the deplorable state of his 
affairs, he rose superior to the storm» 
of fortune, and declared his resolutioii 
to stand or fall with the Emperor of 
Russia.* This refusal was anticipated 
by Napoleon. It reached him at Posen, 
whither he had advanced on his road 
to the Vistula; and nothing remained 
but to enter vigorously on the prosecu- 
tion of the war in Poland. 

95. To this period of the war be- 
longs the famous Berlin decree of the 

« "Matten," said the prodamatioD, "had 
arrived at that para, that Prussia could no 
longer hope to obtain peaoe^ even at the price 
of the greatest sacrifices. It was not in his 
power to make the Russian forces retrograde^ 
since already their own frontiers were me- 
naced. The Emperor of France has shown 
a determination, even when he acceded to 
the baris of a negotiation, not to suspend for 
one moment his military operations ; and he 
has protracted the conferences till his suc- 
cesses enabled him to declare that the con- 
quest of Prussia should afford him Oxe meana 
of dictating peace to England and Russia. 
Crompelled thus to resume hostilities^ the 
king i6 not without hopes of yet bringing 
them to a successful iraue. He hopes that 
the governors of the fortresses on the Vistula 
will not imitate the weakness of those on the 
Oder and Elbe, and all the disposable forcea 
of the monarchy will hasten to unite their 
colours on the Vistula and the Wartha to tiie 
brave Russian battalions. Such a proof of 
courage and constancy is not new to the 
Prussian nation. In toe Seven Tears' War 
the capital and provinces were also occupied 
bv the enemy; but the firmnew and intre- 
pidity of the nation brought it safe through 
all its perils, and excited alike the admim- 
tion and astonishment of posterity. Then 
Prussia combated alone the greatnit powers 
of Europe : now the powerftil and magnani- 
mous Alexander is about to take his place 
by her side, with all the forces of his vast 
empire. Their cause is the same ; they will 
stand or fall together."— Duxas^ xvii. 70, 71. 
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2l8t Noyember, againsfc the oommerce 
of Great Britain. But this subject is 
too vast to be adequately touched on 
in the dose of a chapter embracing 
such a yariety of objects as the pre- 
sent ; and it will be fully enlarged on 
in a subsequent one, which will in- 
dude also the Milan decree which fol- 
lowed in 1 807, the Continental System, 
and the Orders of Council adopted as a 
measure of retaliation by the British 
goyemment^ 

96. Napoleon set out from Berlin for 
the Vistula soon after he had fulmi- 
nated this anathema against English 
commerce, and at Posen, in Prussian 
Poland, gaye audience to the deputies 
of that unhappy kingdom, who came 
to implore his support to the remains 
of its once mighty dominion. His 
words wera calculated to excite hope 
which his subsequent conduct neyer 
realised : " France," said he, " has neyer 
recognised the partitions of Poland ; 
but, neyertheiess^ I cannot proclaim 
your independence until you are re- 
Bolyed to defend your rights as a nation 
at eyery sacrifice, eyen that of life 
itself. The world reproaches you with 
baying, in your continual ciyil dissen- 
sions, lost sight of the true interests 
and safety of your country. Taught 
by your misfortunes, now unite, and 
proye to the world that the same spirit 
animates the whole Polish nation." 
Uniyersal acclamations attended his 
arriyal at Posen; all the population 
adyanced to meet his carriage; four 
magnificent triumphal arches were 
erected to the yictor of Riyoli, Marengo, 
Austerlitz, and Jena. Count Palatine 
Badserminski, at the head of the depu- 
tation from Great Poland, addressed 
him in terms of Eastern adulation, 
mingled with strange expressions, which 
proyed prophetic : " The uniyerse 
knows your exploits and your tri- 
lunphs ; the west beheld the first de- 
yelopment of your genius ; the south 
was the recompense of your labours ; 
the east became to you an object of 
admiration ; the north will be ike term 
of your victories. The Polish race, yet 
groaning under the yoke of the Ger- 
manic nations, humbly implores your 
august highness to raise up its remnant 



from the dust." — Napoleon replied, — 
"That which has been destroyed by 
force cannot be restored except by 
force. I would with pleasure behold 
the independence of Poland restored, 
and a barrier formed by its strength 
against the unbounded ambition of 
Russia; but petitions and discourses 
will not achieye this work ; and unless 
the whole nation, inclu(^g nobles^ 
priests, and burghers, imites, and em- 
braces the firm resolution to conquer 
or die, success is hopelesa With such 
a determination it is certain ; and you 
may always rely on my powerful pro- 
tectioiL" 

97. While the main body of the 
French army was adyancing by rapid 
strides from the Oder to the Vistula, 
Napoleon, eyer anxious to secure his 
conmiunications, and clear his rear of 
hostile bodies, caused two different 
armies to adyance to support the flanks 
of the inyading force. To Jerome 
Buonaparte, who commanded the ninth 
corps, consisting of twenty-fiye thou- 
sand Bayarians and Wiirtembergers, 
and who had Vandamme for his adviser, 
was intrusted the difficult task of re- 
ducing the six fortresses of Silesia — 
Glogau, Breslau, Bri^ Neisae, Schweid- 
nitz, and Glatz — containing in all a 
force nearly equal to his own. Glogau, 
howeyer, with its garrison of, three 
thousand men, made but a show of re- 
sistance, and, early in December, fell 
into the hands of the French. The 
other bulwarks of the province ex- 
hibited more determination, and ope- 
rations in form were commenced 
against them. Mortier, on the ex^ 
treme left, was intrusted with the sub- 
jugation of Hanoyer and the Hanse 
Towns, and the occupation of Ham- 
burg, which was accomplished with 
hardly any resistance. Having done 
this, he adyanced to observe Stralsund 
and the Swedes ; while a fresh reserve 
was collecting on the Elbe, under the 
command of Louis, King of Holland. 
Thus, though the Grand Army was 
advancing by rapid strides to the shores 
of the Vistida, its flanks on either side 
were protected by subordinate corps ; 
and fresh forces, stationed in echelon 
in the rear, overawed the intermediate 
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states, and kept up the communication 
with the Rhine. The whole of the 
north of Germany was overrun by 
French troops, while a hundred thou- 
sand were assembling to meet the for- 
midable legions of Russia in the heart 
of Poland. 

98. Vast as the forces of Napoleon 
were, such prodigious efforts over so 
great an extent of surface rendered &'esh 
supplies indispensable. The senate at 
Paris was ready to furnish them ; and 
on the requisition of the Emperor, 
eighty thousand were voted from the 
youth who were to arrive at the mili- 
tary age in 1807. " In what more tri- 
umphant circumstances," said the Em- 
peror, "can we call on the youth of 
France to flock to our standards I They 
will have to traverse, in joining their 
comrades, the capital of their enemies, 
and fields of battle made illustrious by 
inmiortal victories." It may easily be 
conceived with what transports this 
appeal was received by a nation so 
passionately attached to military glory 
as the French, and the Emperor re- 
solved to turn it to the best account. 
Not content with this great addition to 
his prospective resources, he instituted 
corps of volunteers to receive the nu- 
merous and enthusiastic youth, whom 
even the conscription could not drain 
off in sufficient numbers ; additional 
battalions were added to the Imperial 
Guai'd, the troops of Hesse taken in a 
body into French pay, and the most 
enei^etic measures adopted to augment 
as much as possible iba miUtaxy re- 
sources of the Confederation of the 
Rhine. Detailed instructions were at 
the same time transmitted to Marmont 
in lUyria, and the Viceroy Eugene 
Beauhamais, to have their forces dis- 
posed on the Austrian frontiers in the 
most advantageous position; and the 
King of Bavaria was informed by the 
Emperor himself of all that he should 
do for the defence of his dominions. 
The activity displayed in the fortresses 
on the AdigC; the Isonzo, and the Inn, 
looked as if he was making preparations 
tather for a defensive struggle in the 
plains of Bavaria, or the fields of Italy, 
than for a decisive stroke at Russia on 
the shores of the Vistula. 



99. A treaty, offensive and defensive, 
between Saxony and France, was the 
natural rasult of these successes. This 
convention, arranged by Talleyrand, 
was signed at Posen on the 12th De- 
cember. It stipulated that the Elector 
of Saxony should be elevated to the 
dignity of king ; he was admitted into 
the Confederation of the Rhine, and 
his contingent fixed at twenty thousand 
men. By a separate article, it was pro- 
vided that the passage of foreign troops 
across the kingdom of Saxony should 
take place without the consent of the so- 
vereign — a provision which sufficiently 
pointed it out as a military outpost of 
the great nation — ^while, by a subsidi- 
ary trealy, signed at Posen three days 
afterwards, the whole minor princes of 
the house of Saxony were also admitted 
into the Confederacy. 

100. Such was the astonishing cam- 
paign of Jena, the most marvellous of 
all the achievements of Napoleon, that 
in which success the most unheard-of 
attended his steps, and his force ap- 
peared most in'esistible to the bewil- 
dered nations. Europe had hardly re- 
covered the shock arising from the £b11 
of Austria in three months, during the 
campaign of Austerlitz, when she be- 
held Prussia overthrown in as many 
weeks by the shock of Jena. Without 
halting one day before the forces of the 
enemy, without ever once pausing in 
the career of conquest, the French 
troops had marched from the Rhine to 
the Vistula ; the fabric reared with so 
much care by the wisdom and valour 
of Frederick the Great had fallen by a 
single blow; and one of the cluef 
powers of Christendom had disappeared 
atoncefromthetheatreofEurope. Three 
hundred and fifty standards, four thou- 
sand pieces of cannon, six first-rate 
fortresses, eighty thousand prisoners, 
had been taken in less than seven 
weeks. Of a noble array of a hundred 
and twenty thousand men, who had so 
lately crowded on the banks of the 
Saale, not more than fifteen thousand 
now followed the standards of the King 
to the shores of the Vistula. Results 
so astonishing were altogether unpre- 
cedented in modem Europe : they re- 
called rather the classic exploit of 
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Csosar or Alexander, or the fierce in- 
roads of Timour or Qenghis Khan, 
than anythmg yet experienced in 
Christendom. Bat they possessed this 
superiority over the achieyements of 
antiquity or the sanguinary conquests 
of modem barbarism, that it was not 
over inexperienced tribes or enervated 
nations that the triumphs had been won, 
but the most warlike nation of the 
civilised world that had been oyer^ 
thrown, and the army which had not 
long before withstood the banded 
strength of Europe which had been dis- 
solved. 

101. The talents displayed by Na- 
poleon in this campaign, tiiough of a 
very high order, were not equal to the 
transcendant abilities evinced at Ulm 
and Austerlitz. Doubtless the celerity 
with which the hazardous advance of the 
Duke of Brunswick across the Thurin- 
gian Forest to turn the French left 
and interpose between the Rhine and 
their army, was turned to the best ac- 
count, and the Prussians cut off from 
their magazines and communications 
at the very moment they were endea- 
vouring to inflict that injury on the 
enemy : the vigour of the fight at Jena, 
and the incomparable energy with 
which the mighty host which there 
conquered was dispersed in pursuit 
of the broken remains of the enemy, 
and incessantly pressed on till they 
were totally destroyed, were worthy of 
the highest admiration. But in the 
very outset of the campaign, he exposed 
himself to unnecessary hazard, and but 
for a change of position on the part of 
the bulk of the Prussian aimy, of 
which he was ignorant, might have 
been involved in as great a catastrophe 
as the rout on the banks of the Isai* 
had been to the Imperialists. To ad- 
vance and attack the Prussian army, 
strongly posted at Jena, through the 
narrow and rugged defiles of the Land- 
grafenberg, was a greater piece of rash- 
ness in military conduct than it was in 
the Archduke John to advance against 
Moreau through the pines of Hohenlin- 
den. Napoleon has told us this himself, 
— " The first principle of the military 
art," says he, " is never to fight with a 
defile in your rear; for if defeated in 



such a station, total ruin is hardly 
avoidable." Had the whole Prussian 
army, a hundred thousand strong, con- 
tinued posted at the opening of the 
defiles as it was only the day before, 
instead of a rear-guard of forty thousand 
only, the French would probably have 
never been able to debouch, and a dis- 
astrous defeat have been experienced. 
There was little of the usual calcula- 
tion of means to end in this great com- 
mander, when he himself, with eighty 
thousand men, was opposed only to 
Hohenlohe with forty thousand, while 
Davoust, with thirty thousand, was left 
to struggle with the King in person, at 
the head of sixty-five thousand. No 
man knew bettor than Napoleon that 
such combinations were against the 
first principles, not merely of the mili- 
tary art, but of common sense applied 
to such subjects. But the truth is, 
that the campaign of Austerlitz had 
given him an undue confidence in his 
destiny ; he deemed himself invincible, 
because he had always hitherto proved 
so ; and already were to be sequ the 
symptoms of that fatal rashness which 
was to lead him to the Moscow retreat 
and the disastors of Leipsic. 

102. After making every allowance 
for the magnitude of the defeat sus- 
tained by the Prussians at Jena and 
Auerstadt, and the extraordinary cir- 
cumstance of the fugitives from these 
two fields getting intermingled during 
their nocturnal flight, there is some- 
thing exti*aordinary and almost unac- 
countable in the sudden prostration of 
the monarchy. Had the people been 
lukewarm or disaffected in the cause, 
this result would have admitted of easy 
solution ; but this was very far indeed 
from being the case ; public spirit ran 
high, patriotic ardour was universal, 
and unanimity imprecedented against 
Gallic aggression existed among all 
classes. Tet in the midst of this ardent 
and enthusiastic feeling, pusillanimity 
the most disgraceful was generally 
evinced, and fortresses all but impreg- 
nable surrendered at the first summons 
of a contemptible enemy ! Where 
were the soldiers of the Great Fre- 
derick, where the constancy of the 
Seven Years' War, when Magdebuzg^ 
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Stettm, Ciistrin, and Glogau lowered 
their coloura without filing a shot, and 
the weakness of these garrisons per- 
mitted the army on the Y istula to be 
reinforced at the decisive moment by 
forty thousand men, who otherwise 
would have been chained round their 
walls ? These unprecedented capitula- 
tions demonstrate that, however high 
was the spirit of part of the nation, the 
same feelings were not universal, and 
that the kingdom of Prussia, newly 
cemented by the genius of Frederick, 
had not yet acquired that general pa- 
triotic spirit which can wi&stand the 
severer shocks of adversity, and con- 
stitutes the only secure basis of national 
independence. And the English his- 
torian who recollects how the enei^es 
of his own country were prostrated in 
B similar manner after the battle of 
Hastings, will probably be inclined to 
judge charitably of an infant nation 
placed in such trying circumstances; 
and feel a deeper thankfulness for that 
long career of national independence, 
that unbroken line of national gloir, 
which has formed the indomitable pub- 
lic spirit of his own countrv, and con- 
stitutes the unseen chain which has so 
long held together the immense fabric 
of the British dominions. 

108. In proportion to the unbound- 
ed enthusiasm which these wondrous 
events excited in France, was the des- 
pondency which they diffused through 
the other states of Europe. Alarm now 
seized the most sanguine, despair took 
possession of the most resolute. The 
power which had risen up in Europe 
to vanquish and destroy seemed beyond 
the reach of attack. Every effort 
made against it, every coalition formed 
for its overthrow, had led only to fresh 
triumphs, and a more complete conso- 
lidation of its strength. The utmost 
efforts of Austria, supported by all the 
wealth of England and all the militaxy 
strength of Russia had sunk in the 
conflict ; and now a few weeks had suf- 
ficed to dissipate that admirable army 
which the Qreat Frederick had be- 
queathed as the phalanx of indepen- 
dence to his country. The thoughtful 
and philanthroi»c, more even than the 
multitude, were penetrated witii appre- 



hensions at these portentous events.* 
They looked back to ancient times, 
and read in the long degradation of 
Greece and the Byzantine empire, the 
consequences of their subjugation by 
the military force of Rome, and could 
anticipate no brighter prospect for 
futurity than the ultimate resurrection 
of Europe after many ages of slavery 
and decline. So little can the greatest 
intellects anticipate the future course 
of events in a society so perpetually in- 
fluenced by new moving powers as 
that of modem Europe ; and so neces- 
sary is it, in forming a judgment on 
the ultimate consequences of existing 
changes, not merely to look back to the 
lessons of history, but to take into ao- 
ooimt also the hitherto unexperienced 
influence of fresh causes rising into 
action in the ever-varying scene of hu- 
man affairs. 

104. That bright dawn, however, 
which philanthropy looked for in vain, 
and plulosophy was unable to antici- 
pate in the dark gloom of the political 
horizon, the ardent mind of a hero had 

* See, in particular, Sir James Hackhx- 
tosh's letter on this tubject) liemoin, i. 804. 
"I do Dot»" Bays he, "despair of the for- 
tunes of the human race. But the moral 
days and nights of these mighty revolutions 
have not yet been measured by human in- 
tellect Who can tell how long that fearftil 
night may be before the dawn of a brighter 
to-morrow? Experience may, and I hope 
doe8» justify us in expecting that the whole 
course of human affairs is towards a better 
state ; but it does not signify to us, supposing 
that many steps of this progress may be to 
the worse. The race of man may readx the 
promised land; but there is no assurance 
that the present generation will not perish in 
the wilderness. The prospect of the nearest 
part of Aiturity of all that we can disooyer, 
except with the eyes of speculation, seems 
▼ery dismal. The mere establishment of 
absolute power in France seems the least 
part of the cTil : an evil greater than des- 
potism, or rather the worst form of despotism, 
approaches ; a monarchy literally universal 
seems about to be established.— «8tr /. Maeb- 
intoA to M. OgUvie, Feb. 84, 1808.— Mackin- 
tosh's Memoin, i. 88S.— It is curious, but not 
unnatural, toobservetheearliestand warmest 
advocates of the French Bevolution most 
gloomy in their anticipations of its ultimate 
effecte. Ardour of imagination, the habit of 
looking before the multitude into the ulti- 
mate consequences of passing events^ a sin- 
cere desire for the good of ma&ind naturally 
produced in che same minds, in 1790 and 
1806» these opposite results. 
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already begun to descry ; and, what la 
yery remarkable, he fixed on the pre- 
cise circumstances in the temper of the 
times which were destined to make it 
ultimately expand to all the lustre of 
day. " I reckon much," said Blucher 
to Bourrienne at Hamburg, whither he 
had retired on his parole from Liibeck, 
** on the public spirit of Qermany, on 
the enthusiasm which reigns in our 
universities. Success in war is epheme- 
ral; but defeat itself contributes to 
nourudi in a people the prindplea of 
honour and a passion for national 
glory. Be assured, when a whole 
people are resolved to emancipate 
themselves frx>m foreign domination, 
they will never fail to succeed. I have 
no fears for the result We shall end 
by having a landwehr such as the 
slavish spirit of the French could never 
produce. England will yield ub its 
subsidies ; we shall renew our alliances 
with Russia and Austria. I know well 
the principles of the coalition. The 
sole object which the allied sovereigns 
have in view is to put a limit to the 
system of aggression which Napoleon 
has adopted, and which he pursues 
vrith the most alarming rapidity. In 
our first wars against France at the 
commencement of its Revolution, we 
fought for the rights of kings, in which, 
for my part, I felt vexy little interest : 
but now the case is totally changed ; 
the population of Prussia makes com- 
mon cause with its government; the 
safety of our hearths is at stake ; and 
reverses, when such a spirit is abroad, 
destroy armies without breaklDg the 
spirit of a nation. I look forward with- 
out anxiety to the future, because I 
foresee that fortune will not always fa- 
vour your Emperor. The time may 
cpme when Europe in a hody^ hvmilicU- 
edhyhis exactiona, exhatutea by his de- 
preaationSf wiU rise vip in arms against 
nim. The more he enchains different 
nations, the more terrible will be the 
explosion when they burst their fet- 
ters. Who can now dispute the insa- 
tiable passion for aggrandisement with 
which he is animated ? No sooner is 
Austria subjugated than Prussia is de- 
stroyed; and though we have fallen, 
Russia remains to continue the strife. 



I cannot foresee the issue of this strug- 
gle ; but supposing it to be favourable 
to France, it will come to an end. You 
will speedily see new wars arise, and if 
we hold firm, France, worn out with 
conquests, wHl at length succumb." 
^ 105. Blucher was right in these an- 
ticipations. It is not in the suffering 
but the prosperity of nations that the 
seeds of ruin are in general to be found; 
the anguish and humiliation which 
are the consequences of weakness, dis- 
union, or corruption, are often the se- 
vere school of ultimate improvement. 
If we would discern the true cause of 
the fall of Prussia, we must go back to 
the vacillation and selfishness which 
characterised its national councils dur- 
ing the ten prosperous years whicJi 
succeeded the treaty of B&le in 1795 : 
which caused it to temporise when the 
moment for action had arrived, and 
brought it in heedless security to the 
very edge of perdition ; which lowered 
the national feeling by sacrificing the 
national honour, and paralysed the 
arms of its allies by inspiring distrust 
in the good faith of its government. 
In the misery and degradation conse- 
quent on the battle of Jena, is to be 
found the commencement of the causes 
destined to produce the glorious resur- 
rection of 1813. Periods of adversity 
are seldom lost in the end to nations 
any more than individuals; it is the 
flow of unbroken prosperity, which, by 
promoting the growth of the selfish 
passions, is the real source, in most 
cases, of irremediable ruin. Those 
twin curses of humanity, despotism 
and democracy, act in precisely the 
same way on the sources of public 
welfare, by poisoning the fountains of 
individual exertion, and inducing in 
the active members of society a slavish 
submission to the authority of the ir- 
resistible executive, or a selfish prose- 
cution of their own interest, instead of 
a generous devotion to the public good. 
Till this last stage of national degrada- 
tion has arrived, there is always a hope 
of revival to its fortunes. No misfor- 
tunes are irremediable as long as the 
spirit of the people is unbroken ; no 
calamities irreparable but those which 
undermine their virtue. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 



CAMFAIGN OF EYLAU. DEGEMBEB 1806 — MABCH 1807. 



1. The campaign of Jena had de- 
stroyed the power of Pruseia ; inconsi- 
derate valour had yielded to over- 
whehning force and skilful combina- 
tion ; with more justice the King than 
the people could say with Francis I. at 
Pavia, Tout est perdu hon Vhonneur, 
But Russia was still untouched; and 
while her formidable legions remained 
unsubdued, the war, so far from being 
completed, could hardly be said to 
have seriously commenced. Napoleon 
felt this. On the Trebbia, at Novi, at 
Durrenstein^andAusterlitz, the French 
had experienced the stem valour of 
these northern warriors ; and he count- 
ed the hours, as the mortal conflict ap- 
proached, which was to bring either 
universal empire or irreparable ruin 
in its train. Nor were the Russians 
less desirous to commence the strug- 
gle. Confident in the pi*owess of their 
arms — proud of the steady growth of 
an empire, the frontiers of which have 
never yet receded, and which its mean- 
est peasant believes is one day to sub- 
due the world — ^they anticipated a glo- 



rious result from their exertions, and, 
without underrating the forces of their 
opponents, indulged a sanguine hope 
that the north would prove the limits 
of their power, and that, while they 
repelled them from their own frontiers, 
they would afford the means of libera- 
tion to oppressed Europe. The sever- 
ity of a Polish winter could not deter 
these undaunted combatants. Eag^ 
for the conflict, both the mighty hosts 
approached the Vistula ; and, at a pe- 
riod of the year when some respite is 
usually given in ordinary war to suf- 
fering humanity, they commenced a 
new campaign, and advanced through 
a snowy wilderness to the bloody fi^d 
of Eylau. 

2. Alexander had displayed the great- 
est activity in repairing the losses which 
his army had sustained in the cam- 
paign of Austerlitz. Thirty fresh squad- 
rons and fifty-one battalions had been 
added to its amount,* all the chasms 
occasioned by the casualties of war 
supplied, and the new French organi- 
sation into divisions universally adopt- 



* The Russian army was organised into eighteen divisions, each of which was composed 
of six regiments of infantry, ten squadrons of heavy cavalry, ten of light, two batteries of 
heavy cannon, three of light or horse artillery, and a company of pioneers ; in all for each, 
eighteen battalions, twenty squadrons^ and seventy-two pieces of cannon ; about 12,000 men. 
The army was thus divided : — 

1. Guard, under Qrand-duke Constantine, 

2. Polish army— Eight divisions, under Ostermann, 

Sackeu, Gallitzin, TouchkofiE; Barclay de Tolly, 
Doctorof^ Essen, Gortchakof^ afterwards Ea- 
menskoi, 

3. Army of Moldavia— Five divisions under Michelson 

as general-in-chie^ commanded by Wolkonsky, 
Zacomilsk^, Milaradowitch, Meindor^ and the 
Duke of Richelieu, 

4. Intermediate corps under the Count Apraxin, con- 

sisting of the divisions of Genex«l Bitchoff, 
Prince Labano£^ and Gortchakof^ 



Battations. 
SS 



147 



Sqaadrou. 
35 



170 



Oannons. 
84- 



504 



90 



100 



806 



54 



30 



144 



Total, 324 835 1038 

besides the local corps in Georgia, Finland, and garrison battalions. The whole regular 
force was about 380,000 men ; but in no country is the difference' between the numbers on 
paper and in the field so great as in Russia, and the troops engaged in the campaign of Poland 
never exceeded 80,000 men.— JoMim, ii. 835 ; and Wilson, 4. 
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ecL Nor was this all: — Anzions to 
rouse the religious en^usiasm of his 
subjects, and deeply impressed with 
the magnitude of the struggle which 
was approaching, he had ccklled out a 
defensive militia of six hundi'ed thou- 
sand men, and excited their devout 
loyalty to the highest degree by a pro- 
clamation, in which Napoleon was re- 
presented as the relentless enemy of 
the Christian religion, and they were 
called on to shed their best blood in 
defence of the fSedth of their fathers.* 
This proclamation excited the ridicule 
of a large part of Euix>pe, still tainted 
by infidel fanaticism, and not then 
awakened to the impossibility of com- 
bating revolutionary energy with any 
other weapons but those of religious 
fervour. But it was admirably calcu- 
lated for the simple-minded people to 
whom it was addressed, and excited 
such an enthusiasm, that not only was 
this immense armament without diffi- 
culty raised, but^ contrary to usual 
custom, the peasants drawn for the 
regular army joyfully left their homes, 
and marched with songs of triumph, 
amidst the blessings of their country- 
men, towards the froi^tier, the antici- 
pated scene of their glory or their 
martyrdom. 
3. The troops who were now press- 

* " Buonaparte," said this proclamation, 
which was read in all the Russian churches, 
"after having, by open force or secnet in- 
trigue, extended his power over th^ coun- 
tries which he oppresses, menaces Russia, 
which Heaven protects. It is for you to 
prevent the destroyer of peace, of the faith, 
and of the happiness of mankind, from se- 
ducing the ortnodox Christians. He has 
trampled under foot every principle of truth ; 
in 'Egypt he preached the Koran of Mahomet, 
in finance manifested his contempt for the 
religion of Jesus Christ by convoking Jew- 
ish synagogues. Do you love your fellow- 
creatures ? Fly the persecutor of Christians. 
Do you desire to be saved ? Oppose an in- 
vincible barrier to his advances. He has 
dared to the combat God and Russia ; prove 
that you are the defenders of the Most High 
and of your country. Chase far from your 
frontiers tliat monster ; punish his barbarity 
to so many innocent persons, whose blood 
cries aloud to Heaven for vengeance. God 
will hear the prayer of the faithful ; he will 
shield you with his power ; he will cover you 
with his grace. Tour exploits will be cele- 
brated by the church and by your country ; 
immortal crowns or abodes of eternal felicity 
await you. "—H^BDENBEao, ix. 376. 



ing forward to defend the western 
frontiers of the empire were very dif- 
ferent from those with whom the 
French had hitherto, for the most part» 
contended in the fields of Germany or 
the Italian plains. The forces of civi- 
lisation, the resources of art, were ex- 
hausted; the legions of Napoleon had 
reached the old frontier of Europe; 
the energy of the desert, the hosts of 
Asia were before them ; passions hither- 
to, save in La Vendue, unexperienced 
in the contest^ were now brought into 
action. Religious enthusiasm, patriotic 
ardour, the fervour of youthful civili- 
sation, were arrayed against the power 
of knowledge, the discipline of art, the 
resources of ancient opulence. There 
was to be seen the serf but recently 
emancipated from the servitude of his 
fathers, whose mother and sisters had 
checked the lamentations of nature 
when he assumed the militaiy habit, 
and bade him go forth, the champion 
of Christendom, to present glory and 
future paradise; there the peasant, 
inured from infancy to hardy exercise, 
ignorant alike of the enjoyments and 
the corruptions of urban society, long 
accustomed to rural labour, and habi- 
tuated equally to the glow of a Russian 
bath or the severity of a Scythian win- 
ter; there the Cossack, whose steed, 
nourished on the steppes of the Don, 
had never yet felt the curb, while his 
master, following his beloved Hetman 
to the theatre of action, bore his for- 
midable lance in his hand, his pistols 
and sword by his side, and his whole 
effects, the fruit of years of warfare, in 
thefoldsof his saddle. Careless of the fu- 
ture, the children of the desert joyfully 
took their way to the animatiog fields of 
plunder andtriumph; mounted on small 
but swift and indefatigable horses, they 
were peculiarly adapted for a country 
where provisions were scanty, forage 
exhausted, and hardships univei'saL 
The heat of summer, the frost of win- 
ter, were alike unable to check the 
vigour of their desultory opei-ations ; 
and when the hosts on either side were 
arrayed in battle, and the charge of 
regular forces was requisite, they often 
appeared with decisive . effect at the 
critical moment Urging their horses 
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to full speed, they bore down, by tiiie 
length of their spears and the vehe- 
menoe of their onset> the most power- 
ful cavalry of Western Europe.* 

4. If the whole disposable Russian 
forces had been united upon the Vis- 
tula, they would have presented an 
imposing mass of a hundred and fifty 
thousand warriors, against which aU 
the efforts of Napoleon would, in all 
probability, have been exerted In vain. 
But by a strange and unaccountable 
infatuation, at ti^e very moment when 
this formidable contest awaited them 
on the Polish plains, a large portion of 
their disposable force was drawn off to 
the shores of the Danube, and a Turkish 
superadded to the already overwhelm- 
ing weight of the French war. Of the 
causes which led to this unhappy di- 
version, and the grounds whi(£ the 
cabinet of St Petersburg set forth in 
vindication of their aggression on the 
Ottoman dominions, a full account 
will be given in the sequel of this 
workj'f but) in the mean time, its 
effect in causing a most calamitous 
division of the Russian force is too ob- 
vious to i^equire illustration. At Eylau 

• "Mounted," says Wilson, "on a little, 
ill-conditioned, but well-bred horse, which 
can walk with ease at the rate of fi^e miles an 
hour, or dispute in his speed the race with 
the swiftest, with a short whip on his wrist, 
as he wears no spur, armed with the lance, 
« pistol in his girdle, and a sword, the Cos- 
sack never fears a competitor in single com- 
bat ; but in the Polish war he irresistibly 
attacked every opposing squadron in the i 
field. Terror preceded his charge ; and in 
vain discipline endeavoured to present an 
impediment to the protruding pikes. The 
cuirassiers alone preserved some confidence, 
and appeared to baffle the arms and skill of 
the Cossack ; but in the battle of Preussisch- 
Eylau, when the cuirassiers made their des- 
perate charge on the Russian centre, and 
passed through an interval, the Cossacks in- 
stantly bore down on them, speared them, 
unhorsed them, and, in a few moments, five 
hundred and thirty Cossacks reappeared in 
the field, equippea with the spoils of the 
slain. But they did not permanently wear 
them ; the steel trophies were conveyed by 
subscription to the Don and the Volga, where 
they are inspected as trophies of their prowess, 
and respected as the pride of their kindred 
and glory of their nation." — ^Wilson, 27, 28. 
When the author saw the Cossacks of the 
Don and the Guard at Paris in May 1814, 
this description was still precisely applicable. 

t See infrOf Chap, lxuc on the Turkish 
War. 



the hostile forces on either side were 
nearly equal, and both retired without 
any decisive advantage from that scene 
of blood; ten thousand additional 
troops would there have overthrown 
Napoleon, and driven him to a dis- 
astrous retreat^ while fifty thousand of 
the best troops of the Muscovite em* 
pire wei-e uselessly employed on the 
banks of the Danube. At the same 
time it must be remembered that the 
war in Moldavia was resolved on, and 
the necessary orders transmitted, before 
the disasters in Prussia were known, 
or the pressing necessity for succour 
on the Vistula could have been anti- 
cipated ; the battle of Jena was fought 
on the Hth October, and on the 23d 
November, General Michelson entered 
Moldavia, and commenced the Turkish 
campaign. But though the Russian 
cabinet is thus not answerable for hav- 
ing given orders to commence an addi- 
tional war unnecessarily in the midst 
of the desperate struggle in the norUi 
of Germany, yet it cannot be relieved 
of the responsibility of having, with* 
out any adequate cause, provoked hoa* 
tilities in the southern provinces of its 
empire, at a time when the contest in 
Saxony, if not commenced, might at 
least have been easily foreseen, when 
the resolution to annul the treaty, 
signed by d'Oubril at Paris, had beoi 
already taken, and all the strength of 
Europe was required to meet the en- 
counter with the conqueror of Auster- 
litz on the banks of the £lbe.:J: 

5. While Russia, distracted by the 
varied interests of her mighty domin- 
ions, was thus running the hazard of 
destruction by the imprudent division 
of her forces in presence of the enemy. 
Napoleon was extremely perplexed at 
Posen by the consideration of the Po- 
lish question. The destiny of the Sar^ 
matian people, which enters so deeply 

X The determination to reftiae the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty, signed at Paris by d'Oubril. 
was taken at St Petersburg on the 25th Au- 
gust—the Dniester was passed on the 28d 
November. The resolution to provoke a 
Turkish war, therefore, was taken after it 
was known that a continued struggle with 
the enemy, whose strength they had felt at 
Austerlitz, had become inevitable. —.^iit^ 
Chap. TTiir. § 72. 
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into the tK^tion of every political 
combination of the nineteenth century, 
here stood in the Yery foremost rank, 
and called for immediate decision. The 
adrance of the French armies through 
Prussian Poland towards Warsaw, the 
jtmbig^ous, but still encouraging words 
of the Emperor to the numerous de< 
putations which approached him, had 
awakened to the highest degree the 
hopes and expectations of that imfor- 
tunate, but impassioned race. A so- 
lemn deputation from Ghreat Poland, 
headed by Count Dzadiniki, waited 
upon Napoleon, and announced an ap- 
proaching insurrection oi the Polish 
nation, headed by their nobles, pala- 
tines, and chiefs : a great excitement 
prevailed in Lithuania, and symptoms 
of alarming effervescence were visible 
even in GaUcia. The crisis was of the 
most violent kind ; an inmiediate deci- 
sion was called for by imperious neces- 
sity ; Napoleon was much at a loss how 
to act, and the question was warmly 
debated by the council assembled at 
his headquarters. 

6. On ike one hand, it was urged by 
the friends of Poland, ** that the only 
ally in the east of Europe, on whom 
France could really and permanency 
depend, was now preparing to range 
itself by her side, and enter into a con- 
test of life or death in her support 
The allianoes of cabinets may be dis- 
solved, the friendships of kings may 
be extinguished, but the union of na- 
tions, founded on identity of interest 
and community of feeling, may be cal- 
culated upon as of more lasting endur- 
ance. But what people was ever im- 
pelled towards another by such power- 
ful motives,, or animated in the alliance 
by such vehement passions, as Poland 
now is towards France ? Alone of all 
great nations, in ancient or modem 
times, she has been partitioned by her 
powerful and ambitious neighbours, 
struck down to the earth by hostile 
armies, and swept, by repeated spolia- 
tions, from the book of existence. Her 
nationality is destroyed, her people 
scattered, her glories at an end. Is it 
possible that these injiudes can be for- 
gotten, that such unparalleled calami- 
ties should leave no traces behind 



them, in the breasts of the descendants 
of tiie Sarmatian race ? Is it not cer- 
tain, on the contrary, that they have 
left there profound impressions, inera« 
dicable passions, which are ready, on 
the first favourable opportunity, to 
raise throughout the whole scattered 
provinces of the old republic an inex- 
tinguishable flame ? Whero has the 
Emperor found such faithful followers, 
such devoted fidelity, as in the Polish 
legions of the ItaUan army, whom 
Muscovite barbarity drove to seek an 
asylum in foreign lands ? Is it expe- 
dient to refuse tiie proffered aid of a 
hundred thousand such warriors, who 
are ready to fly to his standards from 
the whole widespread fields of Sar- 
matia? 

7. ** True, they are undisciplined — 
without aims, fortresses, magazines, or 
resources — ^but what does all that sig- 
nify ? Napoleon is in the midst of them ; 
his invincible legions will precede them 
in the fight; from his enemies and their 
spoilers his victorious sword will wrest 
the implements of war; in the example 
of his followMs, they will see the model 
of military disciplina The Poles are 
by nature warriors; littie training or 
organisation is requisite to bring ihem 
into the field. When the regular forces 
of Germany had sunk in tiie conflict^ 
their tumultuary array chased the in- 
fidels from the heart of Austria, and 
delivered Vienna from Mussulman bon- 
dage. Nor is it merely a temporary 
succour which may be anticipated from 
their exertions ; lasting aid, a durable 
alliance, may with confidence be ex- 
pected from their necessities. Sur- 
rounded by the partitioning powers, 
they have no chance of independence 
but in the French alliance ; the moment 
they desert it, they will be again crush- 
ed by their ambition. Not only the 
nationality of Poland, but the indivi- 
dual safety of its whole inhabitants, 
must for ever bind them to their de- 
liverers; they well know what cruel 
punishments and confiscations would 
await them should they again fall un- 
der the Muscovite yoke. In restoring 
the oldest of European commonwealths, 
therefore, not only will a memorable 
act of justice be done, a memorable 
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puniflhrnent of iniquity inflicted, but 
a durable alliance on the frontier of 
civilisation will be formed, and a bar- 
rier erected against the inroads of bar- 
barism in the people who, in eyery 
age, have deyoted their blood to com- 
iMiting its advances." 

8. Specious as these arguments were, 
and powerfully as they appealed to the 
generous feelings of our nature, it may 
be doubted whether they were not op- 
posed by others of greater solidity. 
*' It is in vain," it was urged in reply, 
'' to dwell on the misfortunes of Poland, 
or represent her partition as an un- 
avoidable calamity for which her in- 
habitants are noways answerable. Such 
a misfortune may doubtless sometimes 
occur to a small state surrounded by 
larger ones ; but was that the case in 
the present instance f On the contrary, 
Poland was originally the most powerful 
nation in the north : her dominions ex- 
tended from the Euzine to the Baltic, and 
from Suabia to Smolensko. All Prussia^ 
great part of the Austrian dominions, 
and a large portion of Russia, have at 
different times been carved out of her 
widespread territories. So far from being 
weaker than Russia, she was originally 
much stronger ; and the standards of the 
Jagellons and the Piasts have more than 
once been planted in triumph on the 
walls of the Kremlin. Neveitheless, her 
history for the last five hundred years 
has been nothing but a succession of 
disasters, illuminated at intervals by 
transient gleams of heroic achievement; 
and, notwithstanding the valour of her 
inhabitants, her frontiers have, from 
the earliest times, been constantly re- 
ceding, until at length she became the 
prey of potentates who had risen to 
importance by acquisitions reft from 
hersel£ So uniform and undeviating 
a course of misfortune, in a kingdom 
80 brave, so enthusiastic, and so popu- 
lous, as even at the moment of its par- 
tition to contain sixteen millions of in- 
habitants, argues some incurable vice 
in its domestic institutions. It is not 
difficult to see what this vice was, when 
we contemplate the uniform and fatal 
weakness of the Executive, the disor- 
ders consequent on an elective mon- 
archy, the inveterate and deadly uni- 1 



mosity of faction, and the insane de- 
mocratic spirit of a plebeian noblesse, 
which made John Sobieski, a century 
before its final destruction, prophesy 
the approaching ruin of the common- 
wealth. 

9. " Such being the character of 
Polish institutions, as they have been 
ascertained by experience, and proved 
by the ruin of the commonwealth, it 
becomes a most serious question whe- 
ther it is for the interest of France, for 
the aid of such an ally, to incur the 
certain and inveterate hostility of the 
three northern powers. That Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria will thenceforth 
be combined in an indissoluble allianoe 
against France, if Poland is restored, 
and the rich provinces now enjoyed by 
them from its partition wrested from 
their vast dominions, is evident ; and, 
whatever may be thought of the 
strength of the Sarmatian levies, there 
can be but one opinion as to the mill- 
taiy resources which they enjoy. What 
aid can Polish enthusiasm bring to the 
French standards, to counterbalance 
this strong combination of the greatest 
military powers of Europe? A hundred 
thousand horsemen, brave, doubtless!, 
and enthusiastic, but destitute of for- 
tresses, magazines, and resources, and 
inhabiting a level plain, unprotected by 
mountains, rivers, or any natural fron- 
tier, and open on all sides to the incur- 
sions of their well-organised opponents. 
Supposing that, by the aid of the vast 
army and still vaster reputation of Na- 
poleon, they shall succeed at this time 
in beating back the Russian hosts, and 
wresting Lithuania from their grasp, 
what may not be apprehended from the 
appearance of Austria on the theatre 
of conflict^ and the debouching of a 
-hundred and fifty thousand men in the 
rear of the Grand Army, when far ad- 
vanced in the deserts of Muscovy? 
That the cabinet of Vienna is prepar- 
ing for the conflict is evident; that 
she is arming is well known ; fear and 
uncertainty as to the future alone re- 
strain her forces. But the stroke which 
by restoring Poland severs Galicia from 
her empire, will at once determine her 
policy, and bring the Imperial legions 
in formidable striength to the banks of 
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the Elbe. Eyen snpposixig that, by an 
unprecedented series of victories, these 
dangers are averted for the moment, 
and the French battalions, loaded with 
honours, regain the Rhine, how is Po- 
land, still torn by intestine faction, and 
destitute of any solid institutions, with- 
out fortresses, or the defence of moun- 
tain ranges, to withstand her formid- 
able mHitary neighbours? How is 
France, at the distance of four hun- 
dred leagues, to protect a power whose 
internal weakness has always been such 
that it has never been able to protect 
itself against its own provinces? If a 
barrier is to be erected against Russian 
ambition, and a state formed dependent 
on the French alliance for its existence, 
far better to look for it in Prussia, whose 
history exhibits as remarkable a rise as 
that of Poland does a decline, and the 
solidiiy of whose institutions, not less 
than the firmness of her national cha- 
racter, has been decisively exhibited in 
her contest with all the military forces 
of Europe during the Seven Tears* 
War." 

10. Pressed by so many difficulties, 
and struck in an especial manner by 
the danger of bringing the forces of 
Austria upon his rear, while engaged 
in the hai'dships of a winter campaign 
in Poland, Napoleon resolved upon a 
middle course.* Irrevocably fixed upon 
humbling Prussia to the dust, and en- 
tirely indifferent to the irritation which 
he might excite among its people, he 
resolved to rouse to the uttermost the 
inhabitants of Prussian Poland; but 
at the same time sedulously to abstain 
fi*om any invitations to Galicia to re- 
volt, and even to hold out no encour- 
agement to the Russian provinces of 



* "I love the Poles.'* said he to Bapp, 
after liaving received one of their deputa- 
tions; "their ardour pleases me. I could 
wish to render them an independent people, 
but it is no easy undertaking. Too many 
nations are interested in tiieir spoils — 
Austria, Buasia, Prussia. If the match is 
once lighted, there is no saying where it 
would stop. Hy first duty is towajrds France, 
and it is no part of it to sacrifice its interests 
to Poland— that would lead us too far. We 
must leave its destinies in the hands of the 
supremedisposer of all things — to Time. It 
will possibly teach us hereafter what course 
we ought to pursue.**— BouB. vii 250. 



Lithuania to join the standard of Po- 
lish independence. Kosciusko, who, 
since his heroic achievements in 1794, 
had lived in retirement near Fontaine- 
bleau, was invited by Kapoleon to join 
his countrymen ; and a proclamation, 
drawn up in his name, was even pub- 
lished in the French papers, in which 
he promised speedily to put himself at 
their head; but the course of time soon 
dispelled the illusion, and it became 
painfully evident to the Poles that their 
illustrious hero, despairing of success, 
or having no confidence in their pre- 
tended allies, was resolved to bear the 
responsibility of no future insurrec- 
tions imder such auspices.t In fact, 
he had been profoundly affected by the 
indifference manifested by all the Euro- 
pean powers to the fate of Poland on 
occasion of the final partition, and tho- 
roughly impressed with the idea that 
no efficacious co-operation could be ex- 
pected from any of them. WhUe, there- 
fore, he rendered full justice to the 
military talents of Napoleon, he did 
not the less despair of seeing the de- 
liverance of Sarmatia in good faith at- 
tempted by his despotic arms. The 
task of rousing the Poles in the Prus- 
sian dominions was therefore commit- 
ted to Dombrowski and Wybicki ; the 
former of whom had acquired a de- 
served celebriiy at the head of the Po- 
lish Legion in Italy, while the latter 
possessed such influence with his coun- 
trymen as to promise great advantage 
to the cause of Napoleon. 

11. At the same time, every care 
was taken to excite the feelings and 
diminish the apprehensions of the Poles 
of Prussia; heart-stirring proclama- 
tions in Kosciusko's name'were address- 
ed to them by the generals of their na- 

t " Kosciusko, " said this f&bricated epistle, 
dated 1st November, ** is about to place him- 
self in the midst of you. He sees in your 
deliverers no ambitious conquerors; the 
great nation is before you ; Napoleon expects 
you ; Kosciusko calls you. I fly to your suc- 
cour, never more to leave your side. Worthy 
of the great man whose arm is stretched 
forth tor your deliverance, I attach myself 
to your cause never again to abandon it. 
The bright days of Poland have retiimed ; 
we are under the aegis of a monarch accus- 
tomed to overcome difficulties by miracles.'* 

— HABDBNBUtO^ ix. 320. 
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tion in the Italuin anny; but that 
brave man himself, faithful to the oath 
he had taken to the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, and aware of the delusive nature 
of Napoleon's support, refused to take 
any part in these proceedings ; re- 
sisted all the brilliant offers which he 
made to induce him to engage in his 
service, and even had the boldness, in 
foreign journals, to disavow the letter 
which the French government had pub- 
lished in his name. Notwithstanding 
this reserve, however, the advance of 
the French armies to Warsaw, and the 
sedulous care which they took to save 
the inhabitants from every species of 
insult or contribution, produced an ex- 
traordinary excitement in the Polish 
provinces. Universally they were hail- 
ed as deliverers — ^tiie substantial bene- 
fits, the real protection, the fostering 
tranquillity of the Prussian administra- 
tion, were forgotten in the recollection 
of ancient achievements, and, incited 
by the heart-stirring prospect of com- 
ing independence, the nation was fast 
running into its ancient and ruinous 
anarchy. The public exultation was 
at its height when Napoleon arrived at 
Posen : several regiments were already 
formed in Prussian Poland ; and the 
arrival of the French troops in Warsaw, 
which the Russians evacuated at their 
approach, was universally hailed as the 
first day of Polish restoration. 

12. Napoleon was not insensible to 
the important effects of this national 
enthusiasm, both in augmenting the 
resources of his own army, and inter- 
cepting those of his opponents ; but at 
the same time he felt the necessity of 
not rousing all Poland in a similar 
manner, or incurring the immediate 
hostility of Austria, by threatening the 
tenure by which she held her Polish 
acquisitions. He resolved, therefore, 
to moderate the general fervour, and 
confine it to the provinces of Prussia, 
where it was intended to excite a con- 
flagration ; and this was done by the 
bulletin which appeared on the 1st 
December : — " The love which the 
Poles entertain for their country, and 
the sentiment of nationality, is not only 
preserved entire in the heart of the 
people, but it has become more pro- 



found from misfortune. Their first 
passion, the universal wish, is to 
become again a nation. The rich 
issue from their chateaus to demand 
with loud cries the re-establishment 
of the nation, and to offer their chil* 
dren, their fortime, their influenoe, 
in the cause. That spectacle is truly 
touching. Already they have every- 
where resumed their ancient cos- 
tumes, their ancient customs. Is, 
then, the throne of Poland about to 
be restored, and is the nation destined 
to resume its existence and iudepen* 
dence ? From the depth of the tomb 
is it destined to start into life ? Qod 
alone, who holds in his hands the com- 
bination of great events, is the arbiter 
of that great political problem, but 
certainly never was an event more mo* 
morable or worthy of interest" Situ- 
ated as Napoleon was, the reserve of 
this language was an act of humanity 
as well as justice to the unhappy raco 
whose destiny it still held in suspense ; 
but it contributed poweif ully to allay 
the rising enthusiasm of the Russian 
and Austrian provinces of the ancient 
commonwealth ; and the prudent, de- 
spairing of any national resurrection 
from such an ally, began to ask, "if 
the restoration of the republic of Po- 
land could in good faith be expected 
from the man who had extinguished 
the liberty of his own country ? " 

18. One chance, and only one, re« 
mained to Napoleon of smoothing 
away the difiictilties which surround- 
ed the restoration of Poland, and that 
consisted in the proposal, which at this 
time he made to Austria, to exchange 
its share of Poland for its old province 
of Silesia. During the negotiation 
with Prussia for a separate peace, he 
only held out the prospect of this ex- 
change in a doubtful manner to the 
cabinet of Vienna ; but no sooner had 
the King of Prussia refused to ratify 
the armistice of Gharlottenbui'g, than 
Qeneral Andrdossi was authorised to 
propose it formally to that power. 
Count Stadion replied, that the good 
faith of the Imperial government would 
not permit them to accept a possession 
whose surrender was not assented to 
by Prussia ; and it would indeed have 



1806.1 



HISTORY OF EUBOPK 



303 



been an extraordinary £a.ult in policy, 
as weU as breach of morality, to have 
thus despoiled a friendly power and re- 
opened an ancient wound, at the very 
moment when a concentration of aU 
energies was required to resist the ene- 
my who threatened to destroy all the Eu- 
ropean states. In consequence of this 
refusal, the conduct of Napoleon, in re- 
gard to Poland, became still more guard- 
ed ; and, although a provisional govern- 
ment and local administration were 
formed at Warsaw, yet none but na- 
tives of Prussian Poland were admitted 
to any share in the direction of affaii's. 
Meanwhile the conduct of Austria was 
so dubious as to inspire no small dis- 
quietude for the rear of the Grand 
Army. Already sixty thousand men 
were assembled in Bohemia ; new troops 
were daily directed towards Galicia, 
and the greatest activity was displayed 
in forming magazines in both these 
provinces. When questioned concern- 
ing these armaments, the cabinet of 
Vienna returned only evasive answers, 
alleging the necessity of making their 
frontiers respected by the numerous 
armies by which they were surrounded. 
Napoleon saw well that the Austrians 
were dissembling, but he concealed his 
resentment, and merely sent Geneiul 
Andr^ossi to Vienna to keep a more 
vigilant eye on the warlike prepara- 
tions which were going forward. 

14. During his stay at Posen, the 
French Emperor made, on repeated 
occasions, the strongest professions of 
his resolution to support the Turks 
against the invasion of the Russians. 
To the Prussian plenipotentiaries at 
Charlottenburg he declined, ** That the 
greatest of all the evils which Prussia 
has occasioned to France by the late 
war, is the shock they have given to 
the independence of the Ottoman 
Porte ; as the imperious commands of 
the Emperor of Russia have brought 
back to the government of Wallachia 
and Moldavia the hospodars, justly 
banished from their administration ; 
which, in effect, reduces their principal- 
ities to the rank of Russian provinces. 
But the full and complete indepen- 
dence of the Ottoman empire will ever 
he the object mo$t at heart toUh the Em- 



peror, as it is indispensable for the se* 
curity of France and Italy. He would 
esteem the successes of the present war 
of little value, if they did not give him 
the means of reinstating the Sublime 
Porte in complete independence. In 
conformity with these principles, the 
Emperor is determined that, until the 
Sultan shall have recovered the full 
and entire command both of Moldavia 
and Wallachia, and is completely m- 
cured in hit own independence, the 
French troops will not evacuate any 
part of the countries they have con* 
quered, or which may hereafter fall 
into their power.*' The seone resolu* 
tion was publicly announced in the 
bulletins, when intelligence of the ill- 
judged invasion of the principalities 
arrived; and yet, within six months 
afterwards, though Turkey had faith- 
fully and gallantly stood to the French 
alliance under circumstances of ex- 
treme peril. Napoleon, as will shortly 
appear, signed a treaty at Tilsit^ by 
which not only were Wallachia and 
Moldavia ceded to Russia, but pro- 
vision was made for the partition of 
the whole Turkish dominions in Eu* 
ropet 

15. While this great political ques- 
tion was under discussion, during the 
fortnight that the Emperor^s stay con- 
tinued at Posen, the army in great 
force approached the Vistula ; but the 
severity of the weather, and the inces- 
sant fatigue of the troops, in the long 
and dreary marches through that mo- 
notonous country at so inclement a 
season, produced a general feeling of 
despondency among the soldiers, and 
gave rise to a fermentation which even 
Napoleon deemed alarming. To the 
intoxication consequent on the vic- 
tory of Jena had succeeded a mortal 
disquietude, when, immediately after 
such glorious successes, instead of the 
cantonments and repose which they ex- 
pected, they found themselves di*agged 
on in the depth of winter to begin a 
new campaign, amidst pathless snows 
and gloomy forests. Even the heroic 
Lannes was so impressed with these 
difficulties, that he wrote to Napoleon 
in the strongest terms, advising the 
cessation of hostilities, and describing 
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the anarchy and confusion which pre- 
vailed in Poland, from which no effi- 
cient aid could be expected.* In order 
to dispel these sinister presentiments, 
Kapoleon took advantage of the anni- 
yersary of the battle of Austerlitz to 
address an animating proclamation to 
his army. " Soldiers ! this day year, 
at this very hour, you were on ttie me- 
morable field of Austerlitz. The Rus- 
sian battalions fled in terror before you, 
or, surrounded on all sides, laid down 
their arms to their conquerors. On 
the day following they read the words 
of peace, but they were deceitful. 
Hardly had they escaped, by the effects 
of a generosity perhaps blamable, from 
the disasters of the third coalition, 
than they set on foot a fourth ; but 
the new ally on whose skilful tactics 
they placed all their hopes, is already 
destroyed. His strongholds, his capi- 
tal, his magazines, two hundred and 
eighty standards, seven hundred field- 
pieces, five first-rate fortresses, are in 
our power. The Oder, the Wartha, 
the deserts of Poland, have been alike 
unable to restrain your steps. Even 
the storms of winter have not aiTCsted 
you an instant ; you have braved all, 
surmounted all. Everything has flown 
at your approach. In vain have the 
Russians endeavoured to defend the 
capital of the ancient and illustrious 
Poland. The French eagle hovers over 
the Vistula : the brave and unfortu- 
nate Poles, when they behold you, 

* " After the suooess of the Prussian war, 
Lannes wished to halt upon the Oder, and 
expressed that opinion without restraint. 
On arriving at Bromberg after a severe 
march, he wrote to Buonaparte that he had 
traversed a sandy, barren, uninhabited coun- 
try, with the exception of the climate only 
fit to be compared with the desert to be 
crossed in passing from Egypt to Syria ; that 
the soldiers were cast down and stricken 
with the fever arising from the damp soil and 
season ; that the Poles were little disposed 
for insurrection, and trembling under the 
yoke of their masters ; that their disposition 
should not be estimated by the factitious en- 
thusiasm of a few nobles attracted to Posen 
by the love of noise and novelty. That at 
bottom they were ever /rtwlotw, divided, and 
ditotyanised, and that in striving to recon- 
stitute thero as a nation, the blood of France 
would be spent in vain in a work neither 
• solid nor permanent" — ^Thiebs, CorutUai d 
VBmpire. vL 267. 



imagine that they see the soldiers of 
Sobieski returning from his memor 
able expedition ! Soldiers ! we shall 
not again lay down our arms till a 
general peace has secured the power 
of our allies, and restored to our com- 
merce liberty and its colonies. On the 
Elbe and the Oder we have conquered 
Pondicherry, our establishments in the 
Eastern Seas, the Cape of Gk>od Hope, 
and the Spanish colonies. Who has 
given the Russians right to hope that 
they can balance the weight of destiny? 
Who has authorised them to overturn 
such great designs ? Are not they and 
we the soldiers of Austerlitz ? " Even 
in the forests of Poland, and amidst 
ice and snow, the thoughts of Napoleon 
were incessantly fixed on England and 
the East ; and it was to overthrow 
her power on the banks of the Ganges 
that a campaign was undertaken in the 
depth of winter on the shores of the 
Vistula. 

16. This proclamation, dictated by 
a profound knowledge of the French 
character, produced an extraordinary 
efiect upon the soldiers. It was dis- 
tributed with profusion over all Ger- 
many, and none but an eyewitness 
could credit the influence which it had 
in restoring the spirit of the men. The 
veterans in the front line forgot their 
fatigues and privations, and thought 
only of soon terminating the war by a 
second Austerlitz on the banks of the 
Vistula ; those who were approaching 
by forced marches in the rear, re- 
doubled their exertions to join their 
comrades in the more forward stations, 
and counted the days till they gained 
sight of the eagles which appeared to 
be advancing to immortal renown. 
Thebetter to improve upon these dispo- 
sitions, and at the same time establish 
a durable record of theglorious achieve- 
ments of his troops. Napoleon, by a 
decree published on the same day, gave 
orders for the erection of a splendid 
edifice on the site of the convent of 
the Madeleine, at the end of the Boule- 
vards Italiens at Paris, with the in- 
scription — "The Emperor Napoleon 
to the soldiers of the Grand Army." 
In the interior were to be inscribed, on 
tablets of marble, the names of all those 
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who had been present in the battles of 
Marengo, Austerlitz, and Jena ; on ta- 
blets of gold, the names of all those who 
had fallen m these memorable conflicts. 
There also were to be deposited the 
arms, statues, standards, colours, and 
monuments of every description, taken 
during the two campaigns by the Grand 
Army. Every year a great solemnity 
was to commemorate, on the 2d De- 
cember, the glory of these memorable 
days; but, in the discourses or odes 
made on the occasion, no mention was 
ever to be made of the Emperor : like 
the statues of Brutus and Cassius at the 
funeral of Junia, his exploits, it was 
well known, would only be the more 
present to the mind from being with- 
drawn from the sight. 

17. This project took a strong hold 
of the imagination of Napoleon : he 
gave immediate orders for the forma- 
tion of plans for the edifice, and the 
purchase of all the buildings in the 
vicinity, in order to form a vast circu- 
lar jT^octf of uniform buildings around 
it; and, as a previous decree had di- 
rected the construction of the Bourse 
or public exchange on that situation, 
he shortly after directed the minister 
of the interior to look out for another 
isolated situation for that structure, 
*' worthy of the grandeur of the capi- 

* "I will have nothing in wood. The 
spectators should be ranged on benches of 
marble forming the steps of this amphi- 
theatre of the public — ^Nothing in this 
temple should be movable and changeable ; 
everything, on the contrary, should he fixed 
in its place. — No wood must be used in the 
construction of such a temple. — Granite and 
iron are the materials for such a monument. 
— Granite must be found for the other monu- 
ments which I shall institute, which by 
their nature, may admit of thirty, forty, or 
fifty years for their construction. I intend 
to erect such a temple as might have stood 
at Athens, and has not hitherto existed in 
Paris. All the interior sculpture must be in 
marble, and sculpture fitted to grace the 
taloons and banqueting nxmu tf the vfives of 
Paris bankertt must not be proposed. Mere 
ornament is neither simple nor noble ; no- 
thing that is not durable must be employed 
in this monument. I repeat that we must 
have no upholsterers' work, not even cur- 
tains."— NAPOLSOiir au Minietre de VInterieure 
Fvnkenstein, SOth May 1807 ; Thisbs' Consvlat 
et VBmpire, — Napoleon was endowed with 
the real soul of an artist ; like Michael An- 
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tal, and the greatness of the business 
whidb will one day be transacted with- 
in its walls." The Place which it 
fronted was to retain its title " de la 
Concorde," " for that it is," said Napo- 
leon, " which renders France invin- 
cible." He was desirous that the 
monument should be an imitation of 
the Pantheon, or some other Grecian 
temple, and constructed entirely of the 
most durable and costly materids. The 
interior, in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, was to be arranged with seats 
of solid marble ; iron, bronze, and 
granite, intermingled with letters of 
gold, were alone to be employed in 
the inside. Among the designs pre- 
sented, he at once fixed on that which 
has since been adopted for that exqui- 
site structure.* Such was the origin 
of those beautiful edifices, the Church 
of the Madeleine and the Exchange at 
Paris ; and which, carried on through 
other reigns, and completed under 
another dynasty, with that grandeur 
of conception and perseverance in exe- 
cution by which the public edifices 
in Paris are distinguished, will for cen- 
turies attract the educated from all 
countries to Paris, as the centre of 
modem architectural beauty. To the 
world, at that time. Napoleon revealed 
no other design in the structure of the 

gelo, he would have placed another Panthe- 
on in the air. Had fortune not made him 
the first general, he was qualified to have 
become t£o greatest artist of modem times 
— another proof among the many which his- 
tory affords of the trath of Johnson's ob- 
servation, that "genius is nothing but strong 
natural parts accidentally turned in one di- 
rection.^ Yet, strange mixture of the great 
and the little in that extraordinary mind, 
even when engaged with those lofty designs 
destined to perpetuate glorious deeds to re- 
mote ages, he could not foiget the senseless 
jealousies of the moment His observation 
SS to the sculptures in the salons of the 
bankers' wives at Paris was a hit at Madame 
Recamier, the object of his extreme jealousy 
on account of her beauty, which almost bal- 
anced his colossal fame, and whose suite of 
rooms had been richly ornamented in that 
style,— another proot of the truth of the 
same great moralist's observation, " that no 
one ever raised himself from a private sta- 
tion to great eminence among men, who did 
not unite commanding quaUties to mean- 
nesses which would be inconceivable in or- 
dinary men." 

U 
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Madeleine than that of a monument 
to the Grand Army; but> penetrated 
with the magnitude of the mission 
with which he was persuaded he was 
intrusted — that of closing the wounds 
of the Revolution — he in his secret 
heart destined for it another and a 
greater object. He intended to have 
made it an expiatory monument to 
Louis XYL, Marie Antoinette, and the 
other victims of the Revolution — a de- 
sign which he did not propose to de- 
clare for ten years, when the fever of 
revolutionary ideas was in a great 
measure exhausted ; and therefore it 
was, that he directed its front to face 
the centre of the Place Louis XY., 
where those august martyrs had per- 
ished, and constructed it on the site 
of the Madeleine, near which their un- 
coffined remains still lay in an undis- 
tinguished grave.* 

* "No one but myselC" aaid he, "could 
restore the memory of Louis XVI., and wash 
fh)m the nation the crimes with which a few 
galley slaves and an unhappy fiettality had 
stained it. The Bourbons being of his 
famUy, and resting on external succour, in 
striving to do so, would have been consider- 
ed as only avenging their own cause, and 
have increased the public animosity. I, on 
the contrary, sprung from the people, would 
have purified their glory, by expelling from 
their ranks those who had dii^fraced them, 
and such was my intention ; but it was ne- 
cessary to proceed with caution : the three 
expiatory altars at St Denis were only the 
commencement ; the Temple of Glory on the 
foundation of the Madeleine was destined to 
be consecrated to this purpose with a flU' 
greater eclat. It was there that, near their 
tomb, above their very bones, the monu- 
ments of men, and the ceremonies of reli- 
gion, would have raised a memorial to the 
memory of the political victims of the Revo- 
lution. This was a secret which was not 
communicated to above ten persons; but it 
was necessary to allow it to transpire in 
some degree to these who were intrusted 
with the preparation of designs for the edi- 
fice. I would not have revealed the design 
for ten years, and even then I would have 
employed every imaginable precaution, and 
taken care to avoid every possibility of of- 
fence. All would have applauded it ; and 
no one could have suffered from its effects. 
Everything, in such cases, depends on the 
mode and time of execution. Camot would 
never have ventured under my government 
to write an apology for the death of the King, 
but he did so under the Boiubons. The dif- 
ference lay here; that I would have marched 
with public opinion to punish it» whilst pub- 
lic opinion marched with him, so as to ren- 
der him unassailable."— Las Caso, i. 870, 371. 



18. The commencement of a winter 
campaign, which would obviously be 
attended with no ordinary bloodshed, 
required tmusual precautions for the 
protection of the long line of comma- 
nication of the Grand Army, and the 
efforts of Napoleon were incessant to 
effect this object. The march of troops 
through Germany was urged forward 
with all possible rapidity; some at- 
tempts at insurrection in Hesse were 
crushed with great severity ; the con- 
scripts, as they arrived from the Rhine 
or Italy at the different stations in the 
Prussian states, were oi^ganised and 
sent into the field almost before they 
had acquired the rudiments of the 
military art ; and the subsidiary con- 
tingents of Saxony, Hesse-Cassel, and 
the states of the Rhenish confederacy, 
raised to double their fixed amount 
By these means not only were the rear 
and communications of the Grand 
Army preserved from danger, but 8uo> 
cessive additions to its active force 
were constantly obtained ; while at 
the same time Austria, whose formid- 
able armaments on the Bohemian 
frontier already excited the attention 
of the Emperor, and had given rise 
to pointed and acrimonious remon- 
strances from his military envoy, G^e- 
ral Andr^ossi, to the cabinet of Vienna, 
was overawedf 

19. How to maintain these vast and 
hourly increasing armaments was a 

t In an audience of tiie Emperor of Aus- 
triEt, which that general obtained, he said, 
with more of military frankness than di- 

f)lomatic ambiguity : — ** The Emperor Napo- 
eon fears neither his avowed nor his aecrst 
enemies. Judging of intentions by public 
acte, he is too dear-sighted not to dive into 
hidden dispositions; and in this view, he 
would infinitely r^^t if we were compelled 
to arrive at the contusion, that the oonrider- 
able armaments which your Mtgesty has 
had on foot since the commencement of hos- 
tilities were intended to be directed, in cer- 
tain events, against himself. Your M^esty 
appears to have assembled on the flank of 
the French army all your disposable forces, 
with magazines beyond all proportion to 
their amount. The Emperor asks what is 
the intention of this armv while he is en- 
gaged with Buasia on the banks of the Vis- 
turn ? Ostensibly intended for the preserva- 
tion of neutrality, how can such an ol^ect be 
ita real destination, when there is not the 
slightest chance of its being threatened."— - 
BiOMOir. vL 88. 
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more difficult question ; bat here, too, 
the indefatigable activity of the Em- 
peror, and his grinding system of mak- 
ing war support war, contrived to find 
resources. Requisitions of enormous 
magnitude were made from all the 
cities in his rear, especially those which 
had been enriched by the conmieroe of 
England : Napoleon seemed resolved 
that their ill-gotten wealth should, in 
the first instance, be devoted to the 
necessities of his troops. The decrees 
against English commerce were every- 
where made a pretext for subjecting 
the mercantile cities to contributions 
of astounding amount. Fifty millions 
of francs (£2,000,000) were, inmie- 
diately upon its occupation, demanded 
from Hamburg as a ransom for its 
English merchandise, seized in virtue 
of the decree of 21st November; and 
it only escaped by the immediate pay- 
ment of sixteen millions, (£640,000.) 
In addition to this, that unhappy city, 
which had taken no part in hostilities 
i^ainst France, was ordered to furnish 
at once fifty thousand greatcoats for 
the use of the troops ; while Liibeck, 
which had been successively pillaged 
by the troops of Blucher and Bema- 
dotte, was compelled to yield up four 
hundred thousand lasts of com,* and 
wood to the value of sixty thousand 
pounds ; Leipsie redeemed its English 
merchandise for ten million of francs, 
(^£400,000), while all the other Hanse 
Towns were subjected to equally severe 
requisitions ; and the great impost of 
one hundred and sixty-nine millions 
of francs (£6,800,000), imposed after 
the battle of Jena, was everywhere 
collected from the Prussian territorim 
with a rigour which greatly added to 
its nominal amount. Under pretext 
of executing the decree against Eng- 
lish commerce, pillage was exercised 
in so undisguised a manner by the 
French inferior agents, that it attract- 
ed in many places the severe animad- 
version of the chiefs of the army. Thus, 
while the decrees of the Emperor pro- 
fessed to be grounded on the great 
principle of compelling the English 
government^ by the pressure of mer- 

* Each last weighs 2000 kilogrammefl^ or 
about half a tdiL—BovB. vii 249. 



cantne embarrassment, to accede to 
the liberty of the seas, in their execu- 
tion he had already departed from their 
ostensible object; and, while the mer- 
chandise seized was allowed to remain 
in the emporiums of British commerce, 
its confiscation was made a pretext for 
subjecting neutral states or towns to 
inordinate requisitions for the support 
of the Grand Army.+ 

20. By these different means Napo* 
leon was enabled, before the middle of 
December, not only to bring a very 
great force to bear upon the Vistula, 
but to have the magazines and equip- 
ments necessary for enabling it to keep 
the field, during the rigours of a Polish 
winter, in a complete state of pi-epara- 
tion. He was particularly solicitous 
for the increase and remounting of his 
cavalry, which had suffered extremely 
during the fatiguing marches of the 
preceding campaign. Four splendid 
regiments of cuirassiers, and five of 
light horse, formed by the sedulous 
care of Murat, were ordered up from 
Naples; and an immense establishment 
for cavaliy was organised at Spandau, 
where all the horses taken from the 
enemy, and all that could be purchased, 
were collected, and distributed among 
the different corps which required 
them. The army in Italy was put on 
the war footing, to overawe Austria, 
and raised to 52,000 men. Fifty thou- 
sand more were on their march from 
the interior for the Grand Army. In 
all 800,000 men, in Germany, Italy, 
and Poland, were assembled round the 
standards of Napoleon, which, after 
making all deductions, promised to 
afford 160,000 ready for active service 
in the field. To make room for this 

t As an example at once of the enormous 
magnitude of these contributions, and the 
proTident care of the Emperor for the health 
and comfort of his troops, reference may be 
made to his letter to. the French governor of 
Stettin, from which contributions to the 
amount of twenty million francs (£800,000) 
were demanded, though the city only con- 
tained thirty -two thousand inhabitants. 
*'Tou must seize goods to the amount of 
twenty millions, but do it by rule, and nve 
receipts. Take payment as much as posuble 
in kind ; the great stores of wine which its 
cellars contain would be of inestimable im- 
portance. It is wine which in winter can 
alone give the victory."— BiOHOtf, vL 99. 
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immeiiBe force, ihe front was adranced 
towards the enemy. Davoast and Mu- 
rat had entered Waxsaw at the end of 
November, which was abandoned by the 
Prussians at their approach ; and two 
days afterwards they crossed the Vistu- 
la, and occupied the important tite-de- 
pont of Praga on its right bank, which 
was in like manner evacuated without 
a struggle. On the right Lannes sup- 
ported them, and spread himself as far 
as the Bug; while on the left, Ney had 
already made himself master of Thorn, 
and marched out of that fortress, sup- 
ported by the oavaliy of Bessi&res and 
followed by the corps of Bernadotte. 
In the centre, Soult and Augereau were 
preparing with the utmost activity to 
surmount the difficulties of the passage 
i>{ the Vistula at Plock and Modlin. 
Thus eight corps were assembled, ready 
for active service, on that river, whicl^ 
even after taking into view all the 
losses of the campaign, and the numer- 
ous detachments requisite to keep up 
the communications in the rear, could 
in all bring a hundred thousand men 
into the field; while the powerful rein- 
forcements on their march, through 
Prussia and Poland, promised to en- 
able the Emperor to keep up the active 
force in front at that great numerical 
amount. 

21. The Emperor Alexander was far 
from having an equal force at his dis- 
posal The first aimy, under Benning- 
sen, consisting of sixty-eight battalions 
and one hundred and twenty- fivesquad- 
rons, could muster forty-five thousand 
men, organised into four divisions, 
under Ostermann Tolstoy, Sacken, 
Prince Gallitzin, and Sidmaratski It 
arrived on the Vistula in the middle 
of November. The second, consisting 
also of sixty-eight battalions and one 
hundred squadrons, arranged in the 
divisions of Touchkoff, Doctoroff, Es- 
sen, and Aurepp, was about thirty 
thousand strong, its regiments having 
not yet filled up the chasms made by 
the rout of Austerlitz. The wreck of 
the Prussian forces, re-oi^anised and 
directed under the able management 
of Qeneral Lestocq, did not number 
more than fifteen thousand men, when 
the requisite garrisons for Dantsdc and 



Graudenz were completed from its shat- 
tered ranks. Thus the total allied 
foixses were not above ninety thousand 
strong, and, for the actual shock of war 
in the field, not more than seventy-five 
thousand men could be relied on. This 
imposing array was under the com- 
mand of Field-marshal Kamenskoi, a 
veteran of the school of Suwanrofi^ 
nearly eighty years of age, and little 
qualified to measure swords with the 
conqueror of Western Europe. But 
the known abilities of Benningsen and 
Buxhowden, the two next in command, 
would, it was hoped, compensate for 
his want of experience in the novel art 
of warfare which Napoleon had intro- 
duced. 

22. Headquarters had been estab- 
Ushed at Pultusk since the 12th No- 
vember : Warsaw, all the bridges of the 
Vistula, were in the hands of the Allies ; 
and the firmness of their countenanoe 
gave rise to a belief that they were dis- 
posed to dispute the passage of that 
river with the invaders. Unlil the ar- 
rival of the second army under Bux- 
howden, however, which was advancing 
by forced marches from the Niemen, 
they were in no condition to keep their 
ground against the French ; and it was 
deemed better to give them the moral 
advantage arising from the occupation 
of the Polish capital, than to hazard a 
general engagement with so decided an 
inferiority of force. After some incon- 
siderable skiimishes, therefore, the Rus- 
sians fell back at all points, their ad- 
vanced posts were all withdrawn across 
the Vistula, and Warsaw, evacuated on 
the 28 th,was occupied by Davoust on the 
30th November. Previous to the opening 
of the winter campaign, Alexander ad- 
dressed the following proclamation to 
his soldiers! — '"Prussia formerly was 
the barrier between France and Russia, 
when Napoleon's tyranny extended 
over all Germany. But now the flame 
of war has burst out also in the Frvut- 
sian states, and after great misfortunes, 
that monarchy has been struck down, 
and the conflagration now menaces the 
frontiers of our territory. It would be 
useless to prove to the Russians, who 
love the glory of their countiy, and 
are ready to imdergo every sacrifice to 
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maintam it, how such events have con- 
tributed to render our present efforts 
inevitable. If honour alone compelled 
us to draw our sword for the protec- 
tion of our allies, how much more are 
we now called upon to combat for our 
own safety f We have in consequence 
taken all the measures which the na- 
tional security requires — our army has 
received orders to advance beyond the 
frontier — Field-marshal Kamenskoihas 
been appointed to the command, with 
instructions to march vigorously against 
the enemy — all our futhful subjects 
will unite their prayers with ours to 
the Most High, who disposes of the fate 
of empires and battles, that he will pro- 
tect our just cause, and that his victo- 
rious arm and blessing may direct the 
Russian army, employed in the defence 
of European freedom." 

23. Sensible of the inferiority of its 
forces to those which Napoleon had 
assembled on the Vistula from aU the 
states of Western Europe, the Russian 
cabinet made an application to the 
British government for a portion of 
those subsidies which she had so libe- 
rally granted on all former occasions 
to itie powers who combated the com- 
mon enemy of European independence ; 
and, considering that the whole weight 
of the contest had now fallen on Rus- 
sia, and the danger had now approach- 
ed her own frontiers, they demanded, 
not without reason, a loan of six mil- 
lions sterling, of which one was to be 
paid down immediately for the indis- 
pensable expenses connected with the 
opening of the campaign. It was easy 
to see, however, from the answer to 
this demand now, that the spirit of Pitt 
no longer directed the British councils. 
The request was refused by the min- 
istry on the part of government ; but 
it was proposed that a loan should be 
contracted for in England for the ser- 
vice of Russia, and that, for the secu- 
rity of the lenders, the duties on Eng- 
lish merchandise, at present levied in 
the Russian harbours, should be re- 
pealed, and in lieu thereof, the same 
duties should be levied at once in the 
British harboura, and applied to the 
payment of the interest of the loan to 
the British capitalists. This strange 



proposition, which amounted to a de- 
claration of want of confidence, both 
in the integrity of ^e Russian govern- 
ment and the solvency of the Russian 
finances, was of course i*eJeoted, and 
the result was, that no cuaultanee, either 
in men ot money, viae afforded by Eng- 
land to her gaUant aUy in this vital 
etruggle. An instance of parsimony and 
blindness beyond all example calami- 
tous and discreditable, when it is con- 
sidered that Russia was at that moment 
bearing the whole weight of France on 
the Vistula, and that England had at 
her disposal twenty millions in subsi- 
dies, and a hundred thousand of the 
best soldiers in Europe. 

24. No sooner had the advanced 
guards of Buxhowden's army begun to 
arrive in the neighbourhood of Pul- 
tusk, than Kamenskoi, whose great age 
had by no means extinguished the 
vigour by which he was formerly dis- 
tinguished, made a forward movement. 
Headquarters were advanced to Na- 
sielsk, and the four divisions of Ben- 
ningsen's army cantoned between the 
Ukra, the Narew, and the Bug ; while 
Buxhowden's divisions, as they succes- 
sively arrived, were stationed between 
Golymin and Makow; and Lestooq, on 
the extreme right of the Allies, en- 
camped on the banks of the Drewentz, 
on the great road leading to Thorn, was 
advanced almost up to the walls of that 
fortress. The object of this general ad- 
vance was to circumscribe the French 
quarters on the right biuok of the Vis- 
tula ; and as it was known that Napo- 
leon with his guards was still at Posen, 
hopes were entertained that his troops 
would be entirely driven from the right 
bank before his arrival, and tiie river 
interposed between the winter quarters 
of the two armies. 

25. No sooner did Napoleon hear of 
this forward movement of the Russians, 
than he broke up from his quarters at 
Posen on 16th December, and arrived 
at Warsaw two days afterwards. No 
words can do justice to the wai'like and 
patriotic enthusiasm which burst forth 
in that capital when they beheld the 
hei*o whom they hailed as their deliv- 
erer actually within their walls, and 
saw the ancient arms of Poland affixed 
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to the door <^ the hotel where the pro- 
viBional goyemment of Prussian Poland 
was established. The nobility flocked 
into the capital from all quarters ; the 
peasfiuitry e^^erywhere assembled in the 
oities, demanding arms; the national 
dress was generally resumed ; national 
airs were universally heard; several 
regiments of horse were speedily raised, 
and before the condusion of title cam- 
paign, thirty thousand men were en- 
rolled in disciplined regiments, from 
the Prussian provinces alone of the an- 
cient monarchy. To secure for them- 
selves the powerful support of the 
French Emperor, the Polish leaders 
were desirous not only that the entire 
Sarmatian nation should be restored, 
but that a prince of his own family 
should be placed on its throne. With 
this view they suggested Murat, the 
Emperor's brother-in-law, whose great 
reputation, especially as a cavalry of- 
ficer, and his chivalrous character, 
seemed to point him out as peculiarly 
adapted for a nation whose nobles had 
boasted, in the days of their glory, that 
if the heaven itself were to fall, they 
would support it on the points of their 
lances. But Napoleon knew both the 
Poles and Murat too well to go into 
any such proposal " I have not here," 
said he, " to beg a throne for my family 
— I have thrones enough to bestow with- 
out asking. Tell the Poles it is not by 
means of precautions, and personal cal- 
culations,that nationsaredelivered from 
a foreign yoke. I have come hero for 
the general interest of Europe, to en- 
gage in one of the most difficult of en- 
terprises, from which the Poles have 
.more to gain than any other people. 
Their national existence is at stake, 
and not merely the general interests of 
Europe. If by unbounded devotion 
they second me sufficiently to secure 
success, I will award to them their in- 
dependence. If not, I will do nothing, 
and leave them to the Bussians and 
Prussians." The general enthusiasm 
did not make Napoleon forget his po- 
licy : the provisional government was 
established by a decree of the Emperor, 
only "until the fate of Prutaan Poland 
was determined by a general peace ;" 
and the prudent began to entertain mel- 



ancholy presages in regard to the future 
destiny of a realm thus agitated by the 
passion of independence, and the gen> 
eroua sentiments of patriotic ardour, 
with only a quarter of its former in- 
habitaate to maintain the struggle 
against ite numerous and formidable 
enemies. 

26. Having taken the precaution to 
esteblish strong titea-de-pont at Praga, 
the outwork of Warsaw, Hodlin, Thorn, 
and all the bridges which he held over 
the Vistula, Napoleon lost not an in- 
stant in resuming the offensive in order 
to repel this dangerous incui'sion of the 
enemy. Davoust^ who fonned the ad- 
vanced guard of the army, was pushed 
forward from Praga on the road to- 
wards Pultuak, and soon arrived on the 
Bug; and, after having reconnoitred the 
whole left bank of that river, from its 
confluence with the Narew to ite junc- 
tion with the Vistula, made prepara- 
tions for effecting the passage at Oker- 
nin, a little below the junction with 
the Ukra. The Cossacks and the Bus- 
sian outposte lined the opposite bank, 
and the difficulties of the passage were 
considerable ; but they were not in suf- 
ficient force to dispute it in a serious 
manner; and after some sharp skir- 
mishing, the experienced talente of 
General Gauthier, who was intrusted 
with the enterprise, esteblished tiie 
French on the right bank, where they 
soon after sustained a severe action 
with the BuBsian advanced guard at 
Pomichowo. The Muscovites, however, 
returned in greater force ; and the result 
was, that the French advanced guards 
were cut off, and the detachment to 
which they belonged fell back to the 
tiU-de^pofU esteblished at the river^ 
Meanwhile Soult and Augereau in the 
centre advanced to Plonsk, and Ney 
and Bemadotte, with Bessi^es' cavalry, 
moved forward on the left from Thorn 
to Soldau and Biezun, in such a manner 
as to threaten to interpose between the 
detached corps under Lestocq and Ben- 
ningsen's main body, which was con- 
centrated in the neighbourhood of 
Nasielsk. 

27. This partisan warfare continued 
for ten days without any dedsive re- 
sult on either side ; but the arrival of 
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Napoleon at Warsaw was tiie signal for 
the commenoement of more important 
operations. On the 23d Deoember, at 
daybreak, he set out from that capital 
for the army, with the Qnards and 
Lannes' corps, and no sooner arrived 
at the advanced posts of DaVousty than 
he dictated on the spot directions for 
forcing the passage of the Ukra, which 
had hitherto bounded all their inour> 
siona.* The operation was carried into 
effect with the happiest success at 
Czamovo, and with that ardour with 
which the presence of the Emperor 
never failed to animate the troops* 
After a severe action of fourteen hours, 
the passage was forced, and Count 
Ostermann, who commanded the Rus- 
sian rear-guard, retreated upon Na- 
sielsL In this weU-contested affair 
each party had to lament the loss of 
about a thousand men. Kamenskoi, 
finding the barrier which covered the 
front of his position forced, gave orders 
for concenteting his forces towards 
Pultusk on the Narew, and the Allies 
accordingly fell back at all points. 
They were vigorously pursued by the 
French, and another desperate conflict 
took place next day in front of Nasielsk, 
between Qeneral Rapp and the Rus- 
sians under Count Ostermann Tolstoy, 
in which the latter were worsted, but 
not without a severe loss to the assail- 
ants. In this warm conflict the opposite 
bodies had become so intermingled that 
Colonel Ouvaroff, an aide-de-camp of 
Alexander, was made prisoner by the 
French ; while Count Philippe de Sdgur, 
destined for future celebrity as the his- 

* "Napoleon," savsRapp, "no sooner ar- 
rived in sight of Okemin, than he reoon? 
noitred the position of the BusaiaQS^ and the 
plain which it was necessary to pass before 
arriving at the river. Covered with woods, 
intersected by marshes, it was almost as dif- 
ficult to traverse as the fieldworks* whioh 
were bristling with Cossacks, were to cany 
on the opposite bank. The Emperor sur- 
veyed them long and with dose attention ; 
but as the thickets of wood in some plaoes 
intercepted his view, he caused a ladder to 
be brought, and ascended to the roof of a 
cottage where he completed his observations. 
He then said, * It will do—send an officer,' 
and when he arrived, dictated on the spot 
the minute directions for the movement of 
all the corps during the operation, which 
are preserved in Dumas, zm 137."— Rapp, 
125. 



torian of the still more memorable 
campaign of 1812, and attached to Na- 
poleon's household, fell into the hands 
of the Russians. On the same day 
Augereau foughtfromdaybveaktill sun- 
set at Lochocqn^ on the Ukra, with the 
divisions opposed to him, which at 
length began to retire. Thus the Bus* 
sians, pierced in the centre by the 
passage of the Ukra at Czamovo and 
Lochocayn, and the combat at Nasielsk, 
were everywhere in full retreat No 
deciBive advantage had been gained; 
but the initiative had been taken from 
the enemy; and his divisions, separated 
from ea(& other, were thrown into 
eccentric lines of retreat^ which pro- 
mised every moment to separate them 
more widely from each other. 

28. Kamenskoi, though a gallant 
veteran, was altogether unequal to the 
perilous crisis which had now arrived^ 
The army, separated into two parts, 
of which one was moving upon Gk>ly- 
min, the other fiUliug back towards 
Pultusk, was traversing a continual 
forest, through roads almost impassable 
from the mud occasioned by a long- 
continued thaw, and the passage of in- 
numerable carriages, which had broken 
it up in all partsi Overwhelmed by 
these difficulties, he issued orders to 
sacrifice the artillery, which impeded 
the retreat — gave directions to arrest 
the supplies destined for the army at 
Qrodno, and himself took the road of 
homzA. Deeming such an order wholly 
unnecessary, and the result of that ap- 
proaching insanity which soon after 
entirely overset the mind of the veteran 
marshal, Benningsen took the bold step 
of disobeying it ; and, in order to gain 
time for the artillery and equipages to 
defile in his rear, he resolved to hold 
fast in the position of Pultusk, with 
all ihe troops which he had at his di»- 
posaL Nothing could be more accept- 
able to the Russians, to whom the 
fatigues and privations of a retreat, at 
a season when sixteen hours out of the 
twenty-four were involved in total 
darkness, and the roads, bad at all 
times, were in many plaoes several feet 
deep of mud, had been the severest 
trial of discipline and courage. No 
sooner, however, was it known that 
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they were marching towards a chosen 
field of battle, than their hardships and 
diffiocdties were all forgotten, and the 
troops which, from mid-day on the 25th, 
Buccessiyely arrived at Pultusk, took 
up their ground in parade order, foU 
of enthusiasm for the battle on the 
morrow. Before it was dark, sixty 
battalions and fifty-five squadrons, with 
one hundred and twenty pieces of can- 
non, in all about forty thousand men, 
were here assembled ; while the divi- 
sion of Doctoroff, with part of those of 
Sacken and Qallitzin, were opposed at 
Gk>LYMiN to Augereau's corps, one di- 
vision of Davoust's, and one of Murat's 
cavalry. Three Russian divisions, viz. 
tliose of Essen, Aurepp, and Touchkoff, 
were at such a distance in the rear, 
both of Pultusk and €k)lymin, that 
they could not be expected to take any 
part in the actions which were ap- 
proaching. 

29. The object of Napoleon in these 
complicated operations was in the 
highest degree important ; and the 
vigour of Benningsen and Prince Gal- 
litzin, joined to the extreme shortness 
of the days and the horrible state of 
the roads, alone saved the Allies from a 
repetition of the disasters of Auerstadt 
and Jena. His right vring, under 
Lannes, was intended to cut Benning- 
sen's army off from the great road 
through Pultusk; his centre, under 
Davoust, Augereau, Soult, and Murat, 
was destined to penetrate by Gblymin 
and Makow to Ostrolenka, directly in 
the rear of that town, and two marches 
between Benningsen and the Russian 
frontier ; while the left wing, under 
Ney, Bemadotte, and Bessi^res, was 
to interpose between Lestocq and the 
Russian centre, and throw him back 
into Eastern Prussia, where, driven up 
to the sea, he would soon, if the Rus- 
sians were disposed of, be compelled, 
like Blucher, to surrender. A more 
masterly project never was conceived ; 
it was Inmost a repetition of the semi- 
circular march of the Grand Army 
round Mack at Ulm ; and the hesita- 
tion of Kamenskoi between an advance 
and a retrograde movement^ served to 
offer every facility for the success of 
the enterprise. The celerity of the 



Russian retreat^ the sacrifice of seventy 
pieces of their heavy artillery, the 
dreadful state of the roads, which im- 
peded the French advance, and theizn- 
pervious intervening country, which 
separated their numerous corps from 
each other, alone defeated this profound 
combination, and prevented the arrival 
at Pultusk and Qolymin, before the 
enemy, the corps which were there 
destined to fall upon their retreating 
columns, or bar the road to the fi:x>n- 
tiers of Russia. 

30. The position of Pultusk is the 
only one in that countiy where the 
ground is so far cleared of wood as to 
permit of any considerable armies com- 
bating each other in a proper field of 
battle. An open and cultivated plain 
on this side of the river Karew, there 
sti-etches out to the south and east of 
that town, which lies on the banks of 
its meandering stream. A succession 
of thickets surround this open space in 
all directions, excepting that on which 
the town lies; and on the inside of 
them the ground rises to a semicircular 
ridge, from whence it gradually slopes 
down towards the town on one side, 
and the forest on the other ; so that it 
is impossible, till this barrier is sur- 
mounted, to get a glimpse even of the 
buildings. There the Russians were 
drawn up in admirable order in two 
lines — ^their left resting on the town of 
Pultusk, their right on the wood of 
Moszyn, which skirted the little plain, 
the artillery in advance ; but a cloud 
of Cossacks swarmed in front of the 
array, and prevented either the force 
or composition of the enemy from 
being seen by the French as they ad- 
vanced to the attack. Sacken had the 
command of the left; Count Ostermann 
Tolstoy of the right ; Barclay de Tolly, 
with twelve bat1»lions and ten squad- 
rons, occupied a copsewood in front of 
the right; while Bagavout, with twenty 
battalions and ten squadrons, was 
placed in front of the left, covering 
the town of Pultusk ; Benningsen was 
stationed in the centre ; — names des- 
tined to immortal celebrity in future 
wars, and which, even at this distant 
period, the historian can hardly enu- 
merate without a feeling of exultation 
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and the thrillmg mierest of former 
days. 

81. Lannea, with hia own oorpe, and 
the diyision Ghidin from that of Da- 
Toust — ^in all about thirty-fiye thou- 
sand men — ^resolved to force the enemy 
in thiB position, and for this purpose 
he, early on the morning of the 26th, 
advanoed to the attack. The woods 
which skirted the little plain, occupied 
by the Russian light troops, in front 
of their position, were forced by the 
French yoltigeun after an obstinate 
resistance, and a battery which galled 
their advance, and which could not be 
withdrawn, was carried by assault 
No sooner, however, had the French 
general, encouraged by this success, 
surmounted the crest of the ridge, and 
advanced into the open plain, than the 
doud of Cossacks dispersed to the 
right and left> and exposed to view the 
Russian army drawn up in two lines, 
in admirable order, with a hundred 
find twenty guns disposed along its 
front. Astonished, but not panic- 
struck by so formidable an apparition, 
Lannes still continued to press forward, 
and as his divisions successively cleared 
the thickets, and advanced to the crest 
of the hill, they deployed into line. 
This operation, performed under the 
fire of all the Russian cannon, to which 
the French had as yet none of equal 
weight to oppose, was executed with 
admirable discipline, but attended with 
a very heavy loss, and the ground was 
already strewed with dead bodies when 
the line was so far formed as to enable 
a general charge to take place. It was 
attended, however, with very little 
success. The soil, cut up by tiie pas- 
sage of so many horses and carriages, 
was in many places knee-deep of mud ; 
heavy snow-showers at intervals ob- 
scured the heavens, and deprived the 
French gunners of the sight of the 
enemy; while the Russian batteries, 
in position and served with admirable 
skill, alike in light and darkness sent 
their fatal storm of grape and round- 
shot through the ranks of the assail- 
ants. Notwithstanding these obstacles, 
however, the French advanced with 
their wonted intrepidity to the attack, 
and gradually the arrival of their suc- 



cessive batteries rendered the fire of 
cannon on the opposite sides more 
equal. Suchet, who commanded th^ 
first line, insensibly gained ground, 
especially on the French right, where 
the division of Bagavout was stetioned; 
but Benningsen, seeing the danger, 
reinforced that gallant officer with fresh 
troops : a battidion of the French in- 
fantry was broken and cut to pieces by 
the Russian horse, and the rout in that 
quarter became so serious that Lannes 
was compelled to advance in person, 
with his reserve, to repair the disorder. 
By his efforto the forward movement 
of the Russians in that direction was 
arrested, and their victorious columns, 
charged in flank, while disordered by 
the rapidity of their advance, were 
forced to give ground, and resume 
their former position in front of Pul- 
tusk. 

32. Meanwhile another of Suchet's 
columns, on the left of the French, had 
commenced a furious attack on the ad- 
vanced post in the wood, on the right 
of the Russians, occupied by Barday 
de Tolly. After a violent sti'uggle the 
Russians were driven back ; reinforced 
from the town, they again regained their 
ground, and drove the French out of 
the wood in disorder. Lannes, at the 
head of the 84th regiment, flew to the 
menaced point, and again in some de- 
gree restored the combat : but Barclay 
had regained his lost position and men- 
aced the French extreme lefU At this 
time, Gudin's division of Davoust's 
corps, coming up, began an unexpected 
attack on the Russian right; Ostermann 
Tolstoy upon this brought up the Rus- 
sian reBerve,and after a murderous con- 
flict, which lasted till long after it was 
dark, a frightful storm separated the 
combatants. Neither party could boast 
of decisive success ; but &e Russians 
remained masters of the field of battle 
till midnight, when they crossed the 
Narew by the bridge of Pultusk, and 
resumed their retreat in the most 
orderly manner ; while the French also 
retreated to such a distance that next 
day the Cossacks, who patrolled eight 
miles from the field of battle towards 
Warsaw, could discover no traces of the 
enemy. The losses were severe on bot)^ 
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sides: on that of the French they 
amoanted to six thousand men; on 
that of the Russians to nearly five 
thousand ; and the twelve guns which 
they lost in the morning were never re- 
gained. 

33. On the same day on which this 
bloody battle took place at Pultusk, a 
serious conflict also occurred at Goly- 
min, about thirty miles from the for- 
mer field of battle. Davoust and Au- 
gereau, supported by a large party of 
Jiurat's cavalry, there attacked Prmoe 
QaUitzin, who, with fifteen battalions 
and twenty squadrons, had tak^i post 
at the entrance of the town, to gain 
time for his artillery and carriages to 
defile through the forest in his rean 
His force was successively augmented, 
however, in the course of the day, by 
thearrival of other troops from Sacken's 
and DoctorofTs corps, and before night- 
fiall twenty-eight battalions and forty 
squadrons were assembled in Une. 
Operations in that quarter had begun 
at daylight on the 24th, which in that 
inclement season was at eight in the 
morning; the bridge of KoUosump, 
over the Ukra, was carried by a bril- 
liant charge by Colonel Savary; but 
that of Lochoczyn resisted all the 
efforts of the French, and it was only 
when it became no longer tenable, 
from the number who had crossed at 
KoUosump, that orders for the evacua- 
tion of the post were given. Continu- 
ing his march all the succeeding day, 
Augereau found himself, on the morn- 
ing of the 26th, in presence of Prince 
Gallitzin, who was advantageously 
posted on the right of Qolymin. As 
the French battalions and squadrons 
successively arrived on the ground, and 
deployed to the right and left, they 
were severely galled by the Russiui 
artillery stationed in front of their 
positions ; but they bravelyformed Une, 
and advanced with their accustomed 
gallantry to the attack, though few of 
tiieir guns could as yet be brought up 
to reply to the enemy. The resistance^ 
however, was as obstinate as the assault 
was impetuous, and, despite aU their 
efforts, the French, after several hours' 
hard fighting, had not gained any 
ground from the enemy. But whUe 



this severe conflict was going on in 
fronts a division of MuraVs cavalry, ad- 
vancing on the road- from CzamovOy* 
was discerned driving before it a body 
of Cossacks who had been stationed in 
that viUage ; whUe a powerful mass of 
Davoust's izifantry, which had broken 
up that morning from Stretsegoczin, 
joined the horse in front of Czamovo, 
and their united mass, above fifte^i 
thousand strong, bore down upon the 
troops of Gtallitmn, already wearied by 
a severe combat of several hours' du- 
ration. 

34. This great addition to the attack- 
ing force must have proved altogether 
fatal to the Russian troops, had they 
not shortly after received considerable 
reinforcements from the corps of Doc- 
toroff and Touohkoff, whi(^ in some 
degree restoi'ed the equaUty of the 
combat. Davoust, with the divisions 
Morand and Friant^ so weU known 
from their heroic conduct on the pla- 
teau of Auerstadt, charged vehemently 
through the woods wluch skirted the 
open, space in front of Qolymin ; throw- 
ing off their haversacks, the Russian 
infantry met them with the bayonet; 
but after repulsing the French advance, 
they were themselves arrested by the 
murderous fire of the tiraiUeurs in the 
wood. Nearly encircled, however, by 
hourly increasing enemies. Prince Gkd- 
Utzin withdrew his troops towards 
evening into the village, but there 
maintained himself with heroic con- 
stancy tiU nightfall, vigorously repuls- 
ing the repeated atta^ of the con- 
querors of Jena and Auerstadt. Da- 
voust» after occupying aU the woods 
around the town, detached a brigade 
of horse to cut off the communication 
by the great road with Pultusk ; and 
they succeeded in clearing the cause- 
way of the Cossacks and light horse 
who were posted on it But i£e French 
dragoons, following up their success, 
were assailed by so murderous a fire 
from the Russian voltigeurs, standing 
up to the middle in the marshes on 
either side of the road, that half their 
number were slain; Gteneral Rapp, 

* A village on the road from Lochoczyn to 
Golymin, about a league distant irom the 
latter town. 
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while bniTely heading tiie oolunm, had 
his left arm broken, and the discomfited 
remnant soughtrefuge behind the ranks 
of their infantry. When night closed 
on this scene of blood, neither party 
had gained any decisive advantage ; for 
if the French had taken twenty-six 
pieces of cannon, and a large tram of 
carriages which had stuck fast in the 
mud, the Russians still held the town 
of Qolymin, and had inflicted upon 
them a loss of aboye four thousand 
men,* while they had not to lament 
the destruction of more than half the 
number, in consequence chiefly of 
their great superiority in artillery to 
their assailants. As ibe order for re- 
treat still held good, Prince Qallitzin, 
at midnight^ rasmned his march for 
Ostrolenka. 

35. Notwithstanding the obstinate 
resistance thus experienced by his lieu- 
tenants on both the roads on which his 
corps were advancing, and the.unsatis- 
factory issue of the combats in which 
they had been enga^^ Napoleon was 
still not without hopes of effecting the 
grand object of his designs — the isolat- 
ing andsurrounding the enemy^s centre 
or left wing. On the exti'eme left of 
the French, Bemadotte and Ney had 
succeeded, after several severe actions, 
particularly one at Soldau, which was 
taken and retaken several times, and 
where the Prussians behaved with the 
most heroic resolution, in interposing 
between Lestocq and the Russian 
forces on the Ukra» and throwing the 
Prussian general back towards Eduigs- 
bei^. If Soult could have effected the 
movement on Makow which was pre- 
scribed to him, he would have been 
directly in the rear of the troops who 
had combated at Pultusk and Golymin, 
who must have been reduced to the 
necessity of laying down their arms, or 
cutting their way through against great 
odds. But the frightful state of the 
roads, which in many places were three 

« The47th Bulletin admits a loss of 800 lulled 
and 2000 wounded on the part of the French 
at Golymin and Pultusk ; and as their usual 
practice was to allow only a loss of a third to 
a fourth of its real amount, this would seem 
to imply that they lost on these occasions at 
least 10,000 or 12,000 men.— See 47th Bulletin 
in Camp, en PriMM, liL 222 



feet deep of mud, and the rudeness of 
the season, which alternately deluged 
the marching columns with drenching 
rain, driving sleet, and melting snow, 
rendered it totally impossible for that 
enterprising of&oer to effect the forced 
marches necessary to outstrip and get 
into the rear of the enemy ; and Uie 
Russians, retiring to Ostrolenka and 
Hohenstein, still found the line of their 
retreat open. On the 28th, Napoleon 
advanced his headquarters to Gk>lymin ; 
but having there received certain in- 
telligence that the Russians must ar- 
» rive at Makow before Soult could pos- 
sibly get thither, he saw the object of 
the campaign was frustrated, and re- 
solved to put his men into winter quar- 
ters. On that day, accordingly, he 
issued orders to stop the advance of 
the troops at all points ; they were put 
into cantonments between the Narew 
and the Ukra, and the Emperor him- 
self returned with the Ghiardsto War- 
saw. 

36. On the side of the Russians^ re- 
pose had become nearly as necessary ; 
the weather was as unfavourable to 
them as to the French. Their infantry, 
equally with the enemy's, had shivered 
up to ike knees in mudat Pultusk ; their 
cavalry, equally with his, sank in the 
marshes of Gk>lymin : the breaking up of 
the roads was more fatal to them than 
their opponents, as l^e guns or chariots, 
which were abimdoned, necessarily fell 
into hostile hands ; and experience had 
already begun to evince, what more 
extended observation has since abim- 
dantly confirmed, that exposure to an 
inclement season was more fatal to the 
troops of the north than those of the 
soutii of Europe. In these circum- 
stances it was with the most lively satis- 
faction that they perceived that Na- 
poleon was disposed to discontinue the 
contest during the remainder of the 
rigorous season ; and their troops, re- 
tiring from the theatre of this bloody 
strife, were put into cantonments on 
the left bank of the Narew, after hav- 
ing evacuated the town and burned the 
bridge of Ostrolenka. 

37. This desperate struggle in the 
forests of Poland in the depth of winter 
made the most lively impression in 
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Europe. Independent of the interest 
excited by the extraordinary spectacle 
of two yast armies, numbering between 
them a hundred and fifty thousand 
combatants, prolonging their hostility 
in the most inclement seasoUi and en- 
gaging in desperate conflicts amidst 
storms of snow, and when the soldiers 
on both sides were often sunk up to 
the middle in morasses, bivouacking 
for sixteen hours together without 
covering on the cold damp ground, or 
plunging fearlessly into streams swollen 
by the rains and charged with the ice 
of a Polish winter, there was something 
singularly calculated to awaken the 
passions in the result of this fearful 
contest. Both parties loudly claimed 
the victory : Te Deum was sung at St 
Petersburg; the cannon of the In? 
valides roared at l^aris ; and Benning- 
sen, imitating in his official despatches 
the exaggerated accounts of the French 
bulletins, asserted a complete victory 
at Pultusk, under circumstances where 
a more faithful chronicler would only 
have laid claim to the honour of a di- 
. vided combat. The French indignantly 
repelled the aspersion on their arms, 
and pointed with decisive effect to the 
cantonments of their troops, for evi- 
dence that the general result of the 
struggle had been favourable to their 
arms. But though there was no deny- 
ing this, when the Russian troops, in- 
stead of having their advanced posts 
between the Ukra, and the Vistula, had 
now retired behind the Narew at Ostro- 
lenka, still enough was apparent on 
the face of the campaign to excite the 
most vivid hopes on the one side, 
and serious apprehensions on the 
other, throughout Europe. It was 
not to win merely eighty miles of 
forest, interspersed with the wretched 
hamlets or squalid towns of Poland, 
that the Emperor had left Warsaw at 
the dead of winter, and put so vast an 
army in motion over a line thirty 
leagues in length. There was no claim- 
ing of the victory on both sides at 
Austerlitzor Jena; the divided trophies 
of the late engagements indicated a 
struggle of a very different character 
from those which had preceded them ; 
it was evident that the twrent of 



French conquest, if not permanently 
stemmed, had at least been checked. 
The interest excited by these events, 
accordingly, was intense, over all the 
Continent, and stiU more so in Eng- 
land ; and hopes began to be enter- 
tained that the obstinate valour of tho 
north would at length arrest the cala- 
mities which had so long desolated 
Europe. Happy would it have been if 
the cabinets of Vienna and St James's 
had improved on these dispositions, 
and taken advantage of the pause in 
the career of universal conquest, to 
render effectual aid to the powers who 
now threw the last die for the inde- 
pendence of Europe on the shores of 
the Vistula. But recent calamities had 
prostrated the strength of the Austrian 
monarchy, and shi3cen the nerves of 
its rulers; and the administration of 
affairs in Qi'eat Britain had fallen into 
the hands of a party whose minds had 
been so perverted by long and im- 
passioned opposition to Mr Pitt's 
policy, that tiiey could not see that the 
time had now arrived when it was 
loudly called for, and might be followed 
out with a certfidnty of success. Hence 
the opportimity of decisive interposi- 
tion was allowed to pass over without 
anything being done by either power ; 
and to Austria was bequeathed, in con- 
sequence, the overthrow of Wagram — 
to England, the costly and bloody ef- 
forts of the Peninsular campaigns. 

38. The French army, which was 
now put into winter quarters, amounted 
to one hundred and sixty thousand 
men, including forty thousand horse : 
so wonderfully had the levies in France 
and the allied states compensated the 
consumption of human life during the 
bloody batties and wasteful marches 
which had occurred since they arrived 
on the banks of the Saale. The can- 
tonments, from the extreme right to 
left, extended over a space of fifty 
leagues, forming beyond the Vistula 
the chord of the arc which that river 
describes in its course from Warsaw to 
Dantzic. The left wing, under Bema- 
dotte, was, from its position, most ex- 
posed to the incursions of the enemy ; 
but no apprehensions were entertained 
of its being disquieted, as that mar- 
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shal, whose rallying point was Osterode, 
could speedily receive succour, in case 
of need, from Marshal Ney, who lay 
next to his right, and would thus have 
fifty-five thousand men under his com- 
mand. The centre and right wing, 
nearly a hundred thousand strong, 
were almost detached from the Idft 
wing, and lay more closely together on 
either side of Warsaw. To provide 
subsistence for so great a multitude 
amidst the forests and marshes of 
Poland was no easy matter; for its 
fertile plains, though the granary of 
Western Europe, raise their admu*able 
wheat crops only for exportation, and 
present, in proportion to their extent 
of level surface, fewer resources for an 
army than any country in Europe. 
But it was in such subordinate though 
necessary cares, that the admirable 
organisation and indefatigable activity 
of the Emperor shone most conspi- 
cuous. 

89. Innumerable orders, which for 
a long time back had periodically is- 
sued from headquarters, had brought 
all the resources of Qermany to the 
supply of the army in Poland. Con- 
voys from all quarters were incessantly 
convei^ging towards the Vistula, and 
supplies of every sort, not only for the 
maintenance of the soldiers, but for the 
sick and wounded, as well as the muni- 
tions of war, transported in many thou- 
sand carriages, were brought up from 
the Rhine and the Danube in abim- 
dance. So great was the activity in 
the rear of the army, thi&t the roads 
through Prussia bore rather the appear- 
ance of a country enriched by the ex- 
tended commerce of a profound peace, 
than of a district lately ravaged by the 
scourge of war. Great hospitals were 
estabUshed at Thorp, Posen, and War- 
saw ; thirty thousand tents, taken from 
the Prussians, were cut down into 
bandages for the use of the wounded ; 
inmiense magazines formed all along 
the Vistula, and formidable intrench- 
xnents erected to protect the tites-de- 
pcmt of Praga, Thorn, and Modlin on 
the Vistula, and Sierock on the Narew. 
Though tile blockade of Bantzic was 
not yet formally commenced, yet it 
was necessary to neutralise the advan- 



tftgee which the enemy derived from 
the possession of so important a for* 
tress on the right of their line; and for 
this purpose a French division, united 
to the contingent of Baden and the 
Polish levies, was formed into the tenth 
corps, and placed under the command 
of Marshal Lefebvre. It soon amounted 
to twenty-seven thousand men, and be- 
gan to observe the fortresses of Dantzic 
and Colberg; while Napoleon evinced 
his sense of the dubious nature of the 
struggle in which he was engaged, by 
sending for his experienced lieutenant, 
Massena, from the scene of his easy 
triumphis amidst the sunny hills of 
Calabria, to a sterner conflict on the 
frozen fields of Poland. 

40. The repose of the army at War- 
saw was no period of rest to the Em- 
peror. Great care was taken to keep 
alive the spirits of the Poles, and con- 
ceal frx>m' them the dubious issue of 
the late conflict; and for this purpose 
it was announced that almost all the 
prisoners taken from the Russians had 
either been marched o£f for France, or 
already entered the ranks of the Grand 
Army; while the eighty pieces of can- 
non, which they had been forced to 
leave behind them in their retreat^ were 
ostentatiously placed before the palace 
of the republi& Orders were at the 
same time sent to Jerome to press the 
siege of the fortresses in Silesia which 
stiU remained in the hands of the Prus- 
sians. The pusillanimous and unac- 
countable surrenders of Stettin- and 
Ciistrin have already been mentioned 
(AmtCy Chap. XLin. § 71) ; and in the con- 
sequences which immediately flowed 
from those disgraceful derelictions of 
duty, waB soon made manifest of what 
vast importance it is that all officers, 
even in commands apparently not very 
considerable, should, under sdl circum- 
stances, adhere to the simple line of 
duty, instead of entering into capitu- 
lations frx>m the supposed pressure of 
political considerations. The transport 
of artillery and a siege equipage from 
the Rhine or the Mbe to the Oder, 
would have taken a very long period, 
and prolonged the reduction of the in- 
terior line of the Prussian fortresses ; 
but the surrender of Ciistrin to the simi- 
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mons of a regiment of infantry and two 
pieces of cannon, enabled Vandamme 
speedily to surround Qlogau with a for- 
midable battering-train, which, before 
the first parallel was completed, in- 
duced its feeble governor to lower his 
colours. 

41. From the yast military stores 
captured in that town, a b^;l^ring- 
train for the reduction of Breslau 
was immediately obtained, and forward- 
ed along the Oder with such rapidity 
that, on the 1 5th December, the trenches 
before that place, the capital of Silesia, 
h eheval on the Oder, and a fortress of 
the first order, were opened, and a 
heavy bombardment kept up upon the 
town. The defence, however, was some- 
what more creditable to the Prussian 
character, and proved of what inesti- 
mable importance it would have been 
to the monarchy had the French arms 
been in like manner delayed before the 
walls of the other fortresses. Twice 
during its continuance Prince Anhalt, 
who with a few battalions and a levy 
of peasants still maintained himself in 
Upper Silesia, approached the be- 
siegers* lines, and endeavoured to throw 
succours into the town; but on the 
first occasion his efforts were frustrated 
by the vigilance of the French and 
Bavarians, who formed the covering 
force; and in the last attack he was 
totally defeated, with the loss of two 
thousand men. Soon after, a severe 
frost deprived Breslau of the protec- 
tion of the wet ditches, and the gover- 
nor, despairing of being relieved, and 
seeing the besiegers' succours rapidly 
and hourly augmenting by the arrival 
of military stores from Glogau, surren- 
dered with the garrison of six thou- 
sand men ; the private men being pri- 
soners of war, the officers dismissed 
on their parole not to serve against 
France till exchanged. By this acqui- 
sition, three hundred pieces of cannon, 
and immense military stores of all 
sorts, fell Into the hands of the con- 
querors. 

42. This great achievement made 
the reduction of the other fortresses in 
Silesia a matter of comparative ease, 
by famishing, dose at hcmd, all the re^ 
Bouroes necessary for their reduction. 



They were almost foi'gotten, accord- 
ingly, and fell without being observed 
into the hands of the invaders. Brieg* 
surrendered almost as soon as it was 
invested. Kosel was taken in silence, 
after a siege of a few days. Napoleon, 
delighted with these acquisitions, which 
entirely secured the right flank of his' 
Army, and were of the greater impor- 
tance from the menacing aspect of the 
force which Austria was collecting on 
the Bohemian frontier, named Jerome 
Buonaparte governor of the province of 
Silesia; and after having drawn all the 
resources out of its rich cities and pow- 
erful fortresses which they were capable 
of yielding, for tiie prosecution of ope- 
rations against Dantzic and the strong- 
holds on the Lower Vistula, despatched 
Vandamme, with twelve thousand men, 
to besiege Schweidnitz, Neisse, and 
GHatz, the only remaining towns in the 
upper province which stUl hoisted the 
Prussian colours.* The reduction of 
these strong fortresses, which had been 
the object of several campaigns to the 
Great Frederick, did not take place for 
some months afterwards, and was hardly 
noticed by Europe amidst the whirl of 
more important events on the Lower 
Vistula. 

43. The task of reducing the fortified 
towns on the Lower Oder, and between 
that and the Vistula^ was allotted to 
Marshal Mortier. He took a position, 
in the middle of December, at Anclam; 
and, upon his approach, the Swediidi 
forces retired to Stralsund. While in 
this station he drew his posts round 

* As faat as these fortresses in Silesia fell 
into the hands of Napoleon, they were by 
his orders totally dismantled, and their for- 
tifications razed to the ground. Their in- 
habitants were seized with consternation 
when they beheld these rigorous orders car- 
ried into fUU execution, and anticipated a 
total separation from the Prussian monardhy, 
to wliich they were ma(di attached, from so 
complete a destraotion of the bai-rier raised 
with so much care, both against Austria and 
Russia. Nothing could more clearly demon- 
strate the determination of the f^ncfa Em- 
peror to reduce Proasia to the rank of a third- 
rate power ; but the policy, with reference 
to the future interests both of France and 
Germany, of destroying the chief barrier of 
both against Muscovite aggression, was ex- 
tremely doubtftiL— MoNTVXRAif , Hitt. Comt, 
de la attwa. de VAngUUrrt en 181Q, 147 ; and 
DuxAS^ xvfi. 09, 100. 
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Colbex^, and several skirmishes occur- 
red with the Prussian garrison of that 
place. Matters remained in that situ- 
ation till the end of January, when the 
blockade of that fortress was more 
closely established, which continued 
till the conclusion of the campaign. 
More important operations took place 
at Dantzic and Graudenz, the siege oft 
both which places was much facilitoted 
by the great military stores taken in 
the towns of Silesia. They were brought 
down the Oder to near its mouth, and 
thence transported by land to the neigh- 
bourhood of these fortresses; and with 
such vigour did Marshal Lefebvre 
push forward the operations, especially 
against the former of these towns, that 
before the end of Januaiy considerable 
progress had been made in the works. 

44. On the return of Napoleon to 
Warsaw, he received detailed accounts 
of the operations of Marmont in Dljnia 
since the commencement of hostUities 
in October. For a long period, and dur- 
ing the time when it was understood 
that a negotiation was on foot between 
the two governments, a sort of tacit 
suspension of arms existed between the 
French marshal and the Russians ; but 
when it was distinctly ascertained that 
hostilities had beto resumed, the flames 
of war extended to the smiling shores 
of the Adriatic sea. The Muscovites, 
strengthened by the arrival of Admiral 
Siniavin with a powerful squadron, re- 
sumed the ofifensive, and compelled 
Marmont to abandon the pointof Ostro, 
and fall back on Old Ragusa, where he 
fortified himself in a strong position in 
front of the town, and resolved to await 
the arrival of his flotilla and reinforce- 
ments. Encouraged by this retrograde 
movement, the Russians, six thousand 
strong, supported by some thousand 
Montenegrins, advanced to the attack ; 
but they were anticipated by the French 
general; and after a sharp action, the 
new levies were dispersed, and tiie re- 
gular troops compelled to take refuge 
within the walls of Castel Nuovo, afler 
sustaining a loss of six hundred men. 

45. At the same period, a courier 
.from Constantinople brought intelli- 
gence of the dedication of war by the 
Porte against Rus^ This was an 



event of the very highest importance, 
promising, as it did, to efiect so pow- 
erful a diversion in the Russian forces ; 
and Napoleon therefore resolved to im- 
prove to the uttermost so auspicious a 
change by contracting the closest alli- 
ance with the Turkish govemmeni 
Though General Michelson had early 
gained considerable advantage, and was 
advancing towards Belgrade, which had 
fallen into the hands of Czemy Geoi^ 
and the insurgent Servians, yet the dis- 
asters of the Prussian war had opened 
the eyes of the cabinet of St Peters- 
burg, when it was too late, to the im- 
prudence of which they had been guilty 
in engaging at once in two such formid- 
able contests. Accordingly thirty-six 
battalions and forty squadrons (about 
twenty-five thousand men) were or- 
dered to advance with all possible rapid- 
ity from the plains of Moldavia to the 
banks of the Bug. Anxious to derive 
every possible advantage frx>m this great 
divension, Napoleon sent instructions 
to his ambassador at Constantinople, 
General Sebastiani, to use the greatest 
efforts to induce the Turkish govern- 
ment to enter vigorously into l£e con- 
test ; while to Marshal Marmont he gave 
orders to send French officers into all 
the Ottoman provinces, with orders to 
do their utmost everywhere to rouse 
the Mussulman population against the 
Muscovite invaders.* At the same time, 

* These instructions to Marmont are well 
worthy of attention, both as evincing the 
▼lews which Napoleon already entertained, in 
regard to the Ottoman empire, and setting 
in a clear light his subsequent pei'fidious con- 
duct in abandoning that power to the am- 
bitimof Russia, by the treaty of Tilsit. ' * A 
courier, just arrived from Constantinople, 
has announced that war against Russia is de- 
clared: great enthusiasm prevails at that 
capital; twenty regiments of Janissaries 
have just set out from its walls for the Dan- 
ube, and twenty more will speedily follow 
ttoux Asia. Sixty thousand men are at Hir- 
sova; Pasha O^lou has assembled twenty 
thousand at Wii&in. Send immediately five 
engineer officers and as many of artillery to 
Gonatantiaople— aid the pashas in every po»> 
Bible way with counsel, nrovision, and am- 
munition. It is not unlikely that I may 
send you with 26,000 men to Widdin, and 
there you wUi enter into connection with the 
Grand Army, of which you would form the 
extreme right. Twenty-five thotiaandFrmoh. 
sni^rted by sixty uioasand Turks, would 
soon force the RuasianB not to leave 80,000 
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the relationB of France with Persia and 
Turkey were considered of such para- 
mount importancei that they were made 
the subject of a special message to the 
senate, which declared — " The Emperor 
of Persia, tormented, as Poland was for 
sixty years, by the intrigues of Russia, 
is animated by the same sentiments as 
the Turks. He has resolved to march 
upon the Caucasus to defend his domin- 
ions. Who could number the duration 
of the wars, the number of campaigns, 
which would be required one day to 
repair the calamities consequent upon 
the Russians obtaining possession of 
Constantinople ? Were the tiara of the 
Qreek faith raised again, and extended 
from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, 
we should see in our own days our pro- 
vinces attacked by clouds of barbarians ; 
and if, in that tardy struggle, civilised 
Europe should happen to fall, our cul- 
pable indifference would justly excite 
the reproaches of posterity, and would 
become a subject of opprobrium in his- 
tory." Memorable words ! when the 

men on the Danube, a» they have done, but 
to forward twice that number to defend their 
own frontiers in that quarter. Send twenty 
or thirty officers to the pashas, if they de- 
mand so many; but the period for the em- 
ployment of troops is not yet arrived. The 
Turks may be rehed on as fiaithAil allies, be- 
cause they hate the Bussians; therefore 
be not sparing in your supplies of all sorts 
to them. An ambassador from Persia as 
well as Turkey has j ust been at Warsaw ; the 
court of Ispahan also, as the sworn enemy of 
Russia, may be relied on as our friend. Our 
relations with the Eastern powers are now 
such, that we may look forward thortly to 
transporting 40,000 mm to the gaU» of Irpor 
han, and from thence to the thoree of the Indus : 
—projects which formerly appeared chimeri- 
cal are now no longer so, when I receive am- 
bassadors from the Sultan, testifying a seri- 
ous alarm at the progress of Russia, and the 
strongest confidence in the protection of 
France. In these circumstances, send your 
officers over all the Turkish provinces ; they 
will make known my disposition towards 
the Grand Seignor, and that will exalt the 
general enthusiasm, while at the same time 
you will be able to acquire for me informa- 
tion which may prove in the highest degree 
useftil. In a word, general, / am the tiincere 
friend qf Turkey, and with to do itaUthegood 
in my power; let that principle regulate all 
your actions. I consider the Turidsh decla- 
ration of war asainst Russia as the most for^ 
tunate circumsteuice that could possibly have 
occurred in my present 8ituation.''--Jo]iiirT, 



events which subsequent times have 
brought about, and the objects of poli- 
tical apprehension in our own time, are 
taken into view. 

46. The i*esidence of the French gen- 
erals and officers at Warsaw appeared 
a perfect Elysium after the fieitigues and 
privations to which they had been ex- 
♦posed. The society of that capital is 
well known to be one of the most agree- 
able in Europe, from the extraordinary 
talents and accomplishments of the la- 
dies of rank of which it is composed. 
No person can have mingled in those 
delightful circles without perceiving 
that the Polish women are the most 
fascinating in Europe. Endowed by 
nature with an ardent temperament^ 
an affectionate disposition, and an ex- 
alted imagination, they have, at the 
same time, all the grace and coquetry 
which constitute the charm of Parisian 
beauty, and yet retain, at least in rxaal 
situations, the domestic virtues and 
simplicity of manner which nurse in 
infancy the national character of the 
English people.* Speaking almost 
every language in Europe with incom- 
parable facility— oonversmg alternately 
in French, German, Italian, Russian, 
and sometimes English, with the ac- 
cent of a native — ^versed in the litera- 
ture and history of all these countries^ 
and yet preferring to them all the ruins 
of their own wasted land— enthuaiastio 
in their patriotism, and yet extended in 
their views — ^with hearts formed in the 
simplicity of domestic life, minds cul- 
tivated during the solitude of rural ha- 
bitation, and manners poUshed by the 
elegance of metropolitan society — ^they 
approach as near as imagination can 
figure to that imaginary standard of 
perfection which constitutes the object 
of chivalrous devotion. Melancholy re- 
flection ! that the greatest charms of 
society should be co-existent with the 
most vicious and destructive national 
institutions ; and that its principal ex- 
cellencies should have been called forth 



* This observation applies to the ohaxacter 
of the female part of the Polish rural nobility. 
Those who have made Warsaw or other great 
capitals their habitual residence, have too 
often contracted the vices incident to a po- 
lished and ooiTupted society. 
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by the miserable and distvacted eus- 
toms which had brought the Poliah 
nation to a premature dissolution ! * 

47. If such are the attractions of War- 
saw, even to a passing traveller, it may 
easily bebelieved what it appeared to the 
French officers after the rude encounters 
ofPultuskandQolymin. From all parts 
of Prussian Poland the great families 
flocked to her capital, and soon formed 
a society, in the midist of the horrors 
of war, which rivalled any in Europe in 
splendour and attractiona Abandon- 
ing themsdves without reserve to the 
delightful prospects which seemed to 
be opening on their country, the Polish 
women saw in the French officers the 
deliverers of Sarmatia, the invincible 
allies who were to restore their long- 
lost country, to renew the glories of 
the Piasts and the Jagellons. A uni- 
versal enthusiasm prevailed; fdtes and 
theatrical amusements succeeded each 
other indiversified magnificence ; and, 
following the general bent^ even the in- 
tellectual breast of Napoleon caught 
the flame, and did homage to charms 
which, attractive at all times, were, in 
that moment of exultation, irresistibla 
A transient but very vehement amour 
entranced his senses without touching 
his heart But these £Eury scenes were 
of short duration ; his pleasures never 
for a moment interfered with his du- 
ties ; he was indefatigable in prepara* 

* "Itmay withtrath be said," says Sa- 
▼ary, " that the PoUdi women are fitted to 
inepire Jealousy to the most aocomplished 
ladies in the dvilised world : they imite, for 
the most part, to the manners of the great 
world a depth of information which isxiurely 
to be seen even among the French women, 
and which is infinitely superior to what is 
usoally to be met with in the most accom- 
plished urban society. It would appear that» 
being obliged to pass more than half the year 
on their estates, they devote themselves to 
reading and mental cultivation ; and hence 
in the capitals, where they go to pass the 
winter, tney so frequently appear superior 
to all their rivaU."— Savabv, ifi. 17. 

'* I did not require to leaxii." says Durcx^ 
" that the Polish women are the most agree- 
able in Europe ; but it was not till I arrived 
in Poland that I became acquainted with the 
All! extent of their charms. The attractions 
of Warsaw are indescribable. It contains 
several agreeable circles — one charming." — 
Utter qf Jhiroe to Junat, Dea 17, 1806; 
lyABBAjma^ ix. 850. 
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tion during the short interval of repose ; 
and war, in its most terrible form, was 
destined soon to arouse all from this 
transient period of enchantment. 

48. When the French were put into 
cantonments on the right bank of the 
Vistula, the situation of the Russian 
army was such, that it could hardly 
be said to have a commander. Kamen- 
skoi retired far to the rear to Qrodno, 
where he went out in his shirt to the 
streets, and gave unequivocal proofii 
of mental derangement Buxhowden 
commanded his own corps, while Ben- 
ningsen did the same with his; and 
the mutual jealousy of these officers 
for a time prevented the one from 
obeying the commands of the other ; but 
at lengtii the appointment of the latter 
to the supreme command restored 
unity to the operations of the army. 
Fortunately for the Russians, the sus- 
pension of hostilities, and the interval 
of fifteen leagues which separated their 
cantonments from those of the enemy, 
prevented them from suffering under 
this division of council; and when 
Benningsen assumed the command, 
he resolted to cany out the design of 
Buxhowden, and, ustead of allowing 
the army to repose in its cantonments, 
commence an offensive movement with 
the whole army against the French 
left under Bemadotte and Ney, which 
had extended itself so far as to menace 
Konigsbei^, the second city of the 
Prussian dominions, and the capital of 
the old part of the monarchy. Many 
reasons recommended this course. It 
was evident that Napoleon would turn 
to the best account the breathing-time 
afforded him in winter quarters. His 
army would be recruited and strength- 
ened, his cavaliy remounted, his maga- 
zines replenished on the Vistula : tiie 
fortresses at its mouth were already 
observed; and when the mild season 
returned in May, there was every 
reason to fear that he would be as 
solidly established on the line of that 
river by the capture of Colberg, Qrau- 
denz, and Dantsic, as he was now on 
the Oder and in Silesia by the reduc- 
tion of the fortresses of that province. 
In addition to this, the situation of 
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Bemadotte and Nef, who had extended 
their cantonments beyond what was 
either neceflsary or prudent, and in 
such a way as almost to indicate an of- 
fensive intentioD, suggesteda hope, that 
by a rapid moTement their corps might 
be isolated and destroyed before the 
bulk of the Grand Army, g^uped round 
Warsaw, could advance to their relief. 
49. Impressed with these ideas, the 
Russian army, seventy-five thousand 
strong, with five hundred pieces of 
cannon, was everywhere put in motion, 
crossed the Narew, and marched upon 
the Bobr. The corps of Benningsen 
and Buxhowden, so long separated, 
effected a junction at Bialla on the 14th 
January : and on the 15th headquarters 
were established at that place. Essen 
was left with two divisions on the 
Karew to mask this forward move- 
ment; and there he was soon after 
joined by the divisions from Mol- 
davia. This great assemblage of force 
was the more formidable, that it was 
entirely unknown to the enemy, being 
completely concealed by the great 
forest of Johansbex^ and the numerous 
chain of lakes, intersected by woods, 
which lie between Arys in East Prus- 
sia, and the banks of the Vistula. 
Rapidly advancing, after its columns 
were united, the Russian army moved 
forward between the lakes of Spirding 
and Lowentin ; and on the 17th head- 
quarters were established at Rhein in 
East Prussia. Meanwhile the cavalry, 
consisting of forty squadrons under 
Prince Qallitzin, pushed on for the 
Alle, on the roads leading to Konigs- 
herg and Bischofistein ; and on &e 
other side of that river surprised and 
defeated the light horse of Marshal Ney, 
which had advanced in pursuit of Les- 
tocq to Schippenbeil, within ten leagues 
of Kdnigsbere. Thus on the 20th 
January, the Kussian army, perfectly 
concentrated, and in admu'able order, 
was grouped in the middle of East 
Prussia, and was within six marches 
of the Lower Vistula, where it might 
either raise the blockade of Dantsic 
and Gi*audenz, or fall with avast supe- 
riority of force upon Bemadotte or 
Ney, still slumbenng in undisturbed 
security in their cantonments. 



50. Had Benningsen been aware of 
the scattered condition of Marshal 
Ney's corps, he might, by the admis- 
sion of the French militaiy historians, 
have destroyed the whole before it 
could by possibility have been united 
and pnt in a condition to give battle. 
As it was, great numbers of hisdetached 
parties were made prisoners, and the 
conduct of the marshal in first, by his 
senseless incursions attracting the 
enemy, and then, by his undue disper- 
sion, exposing himself to their attacks, 
drew down a aenrere reproof from Na- 
poleon.* But a glance at the map mast 
be sufficient to show that great and 
decisive success was at this moment 
within the grasp of the Russian gene- 
ral ; and that if, instead of making a 
long circuit to reach the head of Mar- 
shal Ney's corps, scattered over a space 
of eighteen leagues, and drive it back 
upon its Une of retreat towards War- 
saw, he had boldly thrown himself, 
three days earlier, upon its flank, he 
would have separated it from the centre 
of the army, and driven both it and 
Bemadotte to a disastrous isetreat into 
the angle formed by the Vistula and 
the Baltic Sea. The movement of 
Benningsen to the head of Ney's column, 
however, having prevented this, he 
turned his attention to Bemadotte, 
who had received intelligence of his 
approach, and had rapidly concentrat- 
ed his corps from the neighbourhood 
of Elbing at Mohrungen. Meanwhile 
the Russian army continued its ad- 
vance ; on the 22d, headquarters were 
established at Bischofstein, and the 
Cossacks pushed on to Heilsberg ; and 
on the same day, a severe action took 
place at Seeberg, from whence the 
French cavalry, *under Colbert, were 
driven in the direction of AUenstein. 
Ney, now seriously alarmed, despatch- 
ed couriera in all directions to collect 



* He severelv blamed the marshal " for 
havinff, by an IncoxuddoTate movement^ at- 
tiactea the enemy, and even endeavoured to 
engage Marshal Soult» who declined to follow 
him, in the same expedition. You will im- 
mediately resume the winter quarters pre- 
scribed for your corps, and take advantage 
of them to give rest to your cavalry, and re- 

Kix, the best vray you can, t)ie foult yott 
ve committed."— DuMASk xvii. 803. 
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bis ■oattered diYisioiii^ and oo t^ S8d 
resumed Ids liaadqtiarten at Neiden< 
h&xg, extending hie troops by the left 
towards Gilgenbuig to lend assistance 
to Bemadotte. 

51. Bemadotte, informed bj des- 
patches from all quarters of this for- 
midable iiTUptioninto his cantonments, 
was rapidly concentrating his troops at 
Mohrungen, when Benningsen, with 
greatly superior forces, fell upon him. 
The Russian troops, fifteen thousand 
strong, were posted in rugged ground 
at Geoigenthal, two miles in front of 
that town. General Makow, with the 
advanced guard of the Russians, there 
engaged with the French before suffi- 
cient forcas had come up ; and after a 
sanguinary conflict, in which the eagle 
of the 9th French regiment was taken 
and retaken several times, and finally 
remained in the hands of the Russians, 
suffered the penalty of his rashness by 
being repulsed towards Liebstadt In 
this bloody affair both parties had to 
lament the loss of two thousand men, 
and the Russian general, Aurepp, was 
killed. It was the more to be regretted 
that this premature attack had been 
made, as Lestocq was at the moment 
at Wormditt, or five leagues distant on 
the right ; Gailitzin, with five thousand 
horse, at Reichau, at the same distance 
on the left; Ostermann Tolstoy at 
Heiligenbeil, and Sacken at Elditten, 
all in the immediate neighbourhood; 
so that, by a concentration of these 
forces, the whole French corps might 
with ease have been made prisoners. 
As it was, Prince Michael Dolgorucki, 
who had been detached by Prince Gai- 
litzin towards Mohrungen in conse- 
quence of the violent fire heard in that 
direction, fell upon the rear of Bema- 
dotte's corps, penetrated into the town, 
made several hundi*ed prisoners, and 
captured all his private baggage, among 
which, to his eternal disgrace, were 
found, as in the den of a common free- 
booter, silver plate, bearing the aims 
of almost all the states in Germany, 
ten thousand ducats recently levied 
for his own private use, and two thou- 
sand five hundred for that of his staff, 
from the town of Elbing. 

52. The narrow escape, both of Ney 



and Bemadotte, from total destructioii 
in consequence of this bold and vigor- 
ous enterprise, excited the utmost 
alarm in the French army. Bemadotte 
fell back rapidly to Ostei*ode, where he 
enterad into communication with Ney, 
and from thence towards Thorn on the 
Lower Vistula, by Straasbuxig, severe* 
ly pressed by the Cossacks, who almost 
totally destroyed his rear -guard, and 
made many thousand prisonei's. Head- 
quarters were advanced by Benningsen 
on the 26th to Mohrungen, where they 
remained, from the exhaustion of the 
troops, till the 2d February. Taking 
advantage of the aid thus obtained, the 
brave and active Lestocq succeeded in 
raising the blockade of Graudenz, the 
key to the Lower Vistula ; and throw- 
ing in supplies of ammunition and pro- 
visions, which enabled that important 
fortress to hold out through all the suc- 
ceeding campaign. The whole French 
left wing raised their cantonments, and 
fell back in haste, and with great loss, 
towards the Lower Vistula ; and the 
alarm, spread as far as Warsaw, gave 
the most effectual refutation to the 
false accounts published in the bulle- 
tins of the successive defeats of the 
Russian army.* At the same time intel- 
ligence wasreceived of the anival of the 
Russian divisions from the army of Mol- 
davia, on the Narew and the Bug, where 
they effectedtheir junction with General 
Essen, and raised the enemy's force in 
that quarter to thirty thousand men. 

53. These untoward events made a 
great impression on the mind of Napo- 
leon, who had never contemplated a 
renewal of active operations till his 
reinforcements from the Rhine had 

* " In Bemadotte's baggage, taken at Moh- 
rungen, were found curious proofs of the 
arrangement for staffe effect and false intelli- 
gence, made by all tiie officers of the French 
army, from the Emperor downwards. Au 
order was there found, giving the most min- 
ute directions for the reception of Napoleon 
at Warsaw, with all the stations and cross- 
ings where * Vive TEmpereur ! ' was to be 
shouted; and official despatches of all the 
actions of the campaign in which Bemadotte 
had been engaged, for publication, and pri- 
vate despatches giving the facts as they 
really occurred, for the Emperor's secret 
perusaL These papers are still in the pos- 
session of General Benningsen's family."— 
Wilson's Foluh Campaign^ 86— ilTofe. 



824 



mSTORT OF EUROPE. 



[OHAP. XLtV. 



arrived at headquarters, and the retam 
of the mild season had enabled him to 
resume hostilities without the exces- 
siTe liardships to which his troops dur- 
ing the later stages of the campaign 
hMl been exposed. The cold was still 
extreme : the Vistula and the Narew 
were charged with enormous blocks of 
floating ice, which daily tiireatened to 
break down the bridges oyer them; 
the earth was covered with snow ; the 
heavens exhibited that serene deep- 
blue aspect which indicated a long 
continuance of intense frost ; maga- 
zines there were none in the country 
which was likely to become the theatre 
of war; and though the highly culti- 
▼ated territoiy of Old Prussia offered 
as great resources as any of its extent 
in Europe* for an invading army, yet it 
was impossible to expect that it could 
maintain, for any length of time, the 
enormous masses who would speedily 
be assembled on its surface. But there 
was no time for deliberation ; matters 
were pressing ; the right of Benningsen 
was now approaching the Lower Vis- 
tula, and in a few days the Russian 
army would raise the blockade of 
Dantzic, and, resting on that fortress 
as a base from whence inexhaustible 
supplies of all sorts might be obtained 
by sea, would bid defiance to all his 
efforts. 

54. It was in such a crisis that the 
extraordinary activity and indefatigable 
perseverance of Napoleon appeared 
most conspicuous. Instantly perceiv- 
ing that aotiye operations must be re- 
sumed even at that rude season, he 

* The territory of Old Prussia is not na- 
turally more ferule than the adjoinhig pro- 
vinces of Poland, but nevertheless it is as 
rich and cultlyatod as they are sterile and 
n^lected. On one side of the frontier line 
are to be seen numerous and opulent dties, 
smiliug well-culUvated fields^ comfortable 
hamlets, and an industrious and contented 
population ; on the other, endless forests of 
pine, wretched villages, a deplorable agricul- 
ture ; squalid huts beside a few gorgeous pa- 
laces. Nothing can more clearly demonstrate 
the vicious and ruinous politi(»l institutions 
which have prevailed amidst the mingled 
anarchy, tyranny, and democracy of Old 
Poland. This dillbrence, so well known to 
travellerB, repeatedly attracted the attention 
even of the military followers of the French 
army.— 8BOT7R, Cdmp. de Ruuie, 1. 127; and 
JoMim, U. S54. 



despatched orders from the 23d to the 
27th January, for the assembling of all 
his army ; and as, with the exception 
of Bemadotte and Key, they all lay in 
cantonments not extending over more 
than twenty leagues, this was neither 
a tedious nor a difficult operation. 
Bemadotte was enjoined to assemble 
around Osterode, Lefebvre at Thorn 
to observe Dantzic, Soult at Prasnycz, 
Davoust at Pultusk, Ney at Neiden- 
burg, Bessi^res and Murat at Warsaw 
with the Imperial Guard and cavalry. 
Though breathing only victoiy in his 
proclamations to his troops, he was in 
reality making every preparation for 
defeat; Lefebvre received orders to 
collect all the forces at his disposal, 
without any regard to the blockade at 
Dantzic, in order to secure the fortress 
and bridge of Thorn, the direct line of 
retreat across the Vistula from the 
theatre of war, while Lannes wna dis- 
posed as a reserve on the right, and 
Augereau on the left bank of that river. 
On the 27th, orders were given to all 
the columns to march, and early on the 
morning of the 80th the Emperor set 
out from Warsaw.t Sotdt was directed 
to march by Willenbeig and Passen- 
heim on AUenstein : thither also Ney 
was to move, by Hohenstein, and Da- 
voust from Pultusk by Ortelsbnig; 
Augereau, who had been brought over 
from the left to the right bank of the 
Vistula, was to advance to it frt>m 
Plonsk, by Neidenburg and Hohen- 
stein; Murat was to hasten up with 
his cavalry, so as to form the advanced 
gfuaixl of Soult ; while Bessi^ree, with 
the Imperial Guard, was to follow in 
reserve. On the left, Bemadotte was 
to retreat in the direction of Thorn ; 
while on the extreme right, the corps 
of Lannes (under the command of 
Savary) was to take post at Sierock, 
between the Bug and the Narew, to 

t The orders given bv Napoleon to all the 
maurshals and <mief officers of his army on 
this trying emergency, may be considered 
as a masterpiece of militarv skill and fore- 
sight, and deserve especiMl attention from. 
all who desire to make themselves acquaint- 
ed either with his extraordinary activity and 
resources, orwiththemultiplied cares which, 
on such an occasion, devolve on a comman- 
der-in-chief. — See the whole in Dumasl xviL 
880-914 ilHietaJuH. 
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obterre Essen ; and Oudinot with his 
grenadiera was to push on through 
Warsaw to Ostrolenka, where he would 
be in a position either to assist Sayary 
or the Grand Army. The objeot of 
Napoleon in these moyements was, that 
while, by the retreat of his left wing 
under Bemadotte, he drew on the Rus- 
sianB towards Thorn and the Lower 
Vistula, he should, by rapidly throwing 
forward his own right, consisting of 
four corps and the reserve cavalry, to 
Allenstein, turn their left flank, and 
cut off their retreat to the Niemen. 

55. Following thus his usual plan of 
marching with the bulk of his foroes, 
so as to get in the rear of the enemy 
during his advance. Napoleon moved 
towaids Allenstein, where he arrived 
on the 2d February with the corps of 
Soult, Augereau, and Ney ; while Da- 
voust was at a short distance still 
further on his rights at Wartenbutg. 
Already he had interposed between 
Benningsen and Russia; the only line 
of retreat which lay open to that officer 
was to the north-east, in the direction 
of Konigsberg and the Niemen. The 
Russian army was stationed between 
the Pasaaige and the Alle, from Gutt- 
stadt and Heilsberg on the latter river, 
to Liebetadt and Wormditt in the 
neighbourhood of the former ; but these 
movements of Napoleon induced fien- 
ningsen to concentrate his divisions 
and move them to the eastward, in the 
direction of Spiegelberg and the Alle, 
on the 1st and 2d of February, in order 
to preserve his communications with 
the Russian frontier. The whole troops 
assembled in order of battle on the 
following day, in a strong position on 
the heights of Jonkowo, covering the 
great road from Allenstein to Lieb- 
stadt, its left resting on the village 
of Mondtken. Napoleon instantly di- 
rected Davoust to march fr^m War- 
tenburg to Spiegelberg with his whole 
corps, in order to get round the left 
flank of the Russians ; while Soult re- 
ceived orders to force the bridge of 
Bergfiied, over the Alle, in rear of their 
left flank, by which he would be enabled 
to debouch upon their line of retreat 
and communications ; and this attack 
was of such importance, that Davoust 



was to support him with two of his 
divisions. 

56. It would have been all over with 
the Russians if these orders had been 
carriedinto full execution vrithout their 
being aware how completely they were 
in course of being encircled. But by 
a fortunate accident the despatches to 
Bemadotte, announcing the design, and 
enjoining him to draw Benningsen on 
towards the Lower Vistula, had pre- 
viously fallen into the hands of the 
Cossacks, and made that general aware 
of his danger. He immediately des- 
patched orders to the officer at Beig- 
fried to hold the bridge to the last ex- 
tremity, which was so gallantly obeyed, 
that though Soult aa«dled it with all 
his corps, and it was taken and retaken 
several times, yet it finally remained 
in the hands of the Russians. The situa- 
tion of Benningsen, however, was still 
very critical ; he was compelled to fall 
back to avoid being turned in presence 
of veiy superior forces, and by his 
lateral movement from Mohrungen he 
had become entirely separated from 
Lestocq, who was in the most imminent 
danger of being cut off and destroyed 
by the superior foroes of Bemadotte. 
Fortunately, however, from the des- 
patches being intercepted, that mar- 
shal remained entirely ignorant^ both 
of what was expected from him, and 
of the great advantages which, remained 
in his power; and Lestocq, without 
being disquieted, was enabled to 
che<£ his advance and make prepara- 
tions for a retreat, which lay open to 
him from Freistadt, where he had been 
covering the reviotualling of Graudenz, 
by Deutsch-Eylau, Osterode, and Moh- 
rungen, to Liebstadt ; while Benning- 
sen himself, on the night of the 8d, 
broke up from Jonkowo, and retired in 
the same direction. 

57. By daybreak the French army, 
headed byMurat with his numerous 
and terrible dragoons, was in motion to 
pursue the enemy ; and as- the Russians 
had been much retarded during the 
night by the passage of so many pieces 
of cannon and waggons through the 
narrow streets of Jonkowo, the enemy 
soon came up with their rear-guard 
By overwhelming numbers the latter 
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were at lengfcli forced from the bridge 
of Bergfried by Soult ; but they rallied 
in the viilages behind it, and, forming 
barricades with tumbrila, waggons, and 
chariots, effectually checked the ad- 
vance of the enemy until the carriages 
in the rear had got dear through. 
They then retired, obstinately contest- 
ing erery inch of ground, which they 
did with such effect^ that the French 
lost fifteen hundred men in the pursuit, 
without inflicting a greater loss on 
their adversaries. Nor were any cannon 
or chariots taken — a striking proof of 
the orderly nature of the retreat, and 
the heroism with which the rear-guard 
performed its duty, when it is recol- 
lected that Napoleon, with eighty thou- 
sand men, thundered in close pursuit ; 
and that, from the state of the roads, the 
march, which had been ordered upon 
three lines, could take place on two 
only. Soult and Davoust continued to 
manoeuvre, in order to turn the Rus- 
sian left, while Murat and Ney pressed 
their rear-guard. On the night of the 
4th, the Russians retired to Wol&dorf, 
where they stood firm next day. But 
this continued retreat in presence of 
the enemy was now beginning to be 
attended with bad effects, both upon 
the health and spirits of the aoldiei's. 
The commissariat in their army was 
then wretched ; magazines there were 
none in the countiy which was now 
the theatre of War ; and the soldiers, 
when worn obt with a night-march 
over frozen snow, had no means of ob- 
taining subsistence but by prowling 
about to discover and dig up the little 
stores which the peasants had buried 
for the use of their families. The men 
everywhere lay on the bare ground in 
intense frosty with no other bed but the 
snow, and no covering but their great- 
coats, which were now little better than 
rags. They were not as yet inured to 
retire before the enemy ; and the mur- 
mur against any further retreat was so 
loud, that fienningsen resolved to fall 
back only to a chosen field of battle ; 
and, upon examining the map, that of 
Pbeussxsch-Etlau was selected fov 
this purpose. No sooner was this an- 
nounced to the troops than their dis- 
contents were appeamd ; the hardships 



of the night-marches were forgotten ; 
and 6om the joyful looks of the men, 
it woi^ rather have been supposed 
they were marching to tranquil winter 
quarters, thaii to the most desperate 
struggle which had ooeorvad in modem 
times. 

58. Severe actions, however, awaited 
these brave men>ere they reached the 
theatre of final conflict On the night 
of the 6th the army moved to Lands- 
berg, where the troops from Heilsbccg 
joined them, notwithstaziding a bloody 
combat with Martial Davoust. On 
thefoUowing day, the rear-guard, under 
Bagrathion, posted between Hoff aod 
that town, was assailed with the utmost 
vehemence by Murat^ at the head of 
the reserve cavalry ten thousaad 
strong, and the principal part of the 
corps of Soult and Augereau. The 
approach of these formidable masses, 
and the imposing appearance of their 
dragoons, as well as the balls which 
began to fall from the French battexiae, 
occasioned great confusion among the 
cannon and carriages in the streets of 
the town. But with such i-esolution did 
the rear-guard maintain their position, 
that, though they sustained a heavy- 
loss, the enemy were kept at bay till 
night closed the carnage, and relieved 
the Russian general from the anxieties 
consequent on so critical a situation 
in presence of such enormous forces of 
the enemy. Two battalions of Rus- 
sians were trampled under foot in the 
course of the day or cut down, chiefly 
by one of their own regiments of horse 
dashing over them, when broken and 
flying from Murat's dragoons. Ben- 
ningsen upon this supported the rear- 
guiml, by several brigades of fresh 
troops, and the combat continued with 
various success till night, when both 
armies bivouacked in presence of each 
other; that of the Frei^^h on the 
heights of Hoff, that of the Russians 
on those which lie in front of Lands- 
berg, and the little stream of the Stein 
separating their outposts from each 
other. In this untoward affair the 
Russians sustained a loss of two thou* 
sand five hundred men, among whom 
was Piinoe Ghdlitzin, wliose chivalrotts 
courage had already endeared him to 
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the army ; bat the French were weak- 
ened by neariy as great a number. 
Daring the night the whole anny again 
broke ap, and withoat farther molesta- 
tion reached Eylaa at seyen the next 
morning, when it passed through the 
town, and moved quietly to &e ap- 
pointed ground for the battle on the 
other side^ where it aniyed by noon- 
day. 

69. This rapid oonoentraiion and re- 
treat of the Russians isolated the Prus- 
sian corps of Lestooq, and gaye too 
much reason to fear that it might be 
out off by the superior forces of Ber^ 
nadotte and Ney, who were now press- 
ing on it on all sides. But the skilful 
moyem^its of the Prussian general 
extricated him from a most perilous 
situation. On the dth, he set out from 
Mohrungen, and his horse encountered 
the cavaby of Muvat near Deppen, 
while the head of the column of iniEan- 
try W88 at the same time charged by 
Ney, who had crossed the Passaige to 
intercept his progress near Waltersdorf 
The heroic resistance of the advanced 
guard, only three thousand strong, gave 
time for the main body to change the 
line of its march, and escape in tiie di- 
rection of Sdiloditten ; but it proved 
&tal to itsdf, as almost the whole were 
slain or made prisoners, with twelve 
pieces of cannon. The firm counte- 
nance of the cavalry, however, defeat- 
ed all ihA efforts of Mutat, who in vain 
charged them repeatedly with tax thou- 
sand horee ; and after baffling all his 
attadcs, they retired leisurely, and in 
the best order, covering the march of 
the infantry all the way ; crossed the 
Passarge at Spanden, and arrived on 
the 7th in safety at Hussehnen in the 
neighbourhood of Eylau. 

60. Thus, after sustaining incredible 
hardships, and undergoing serious dan- 
gers, the whole Russian army was at 
lengfth concentrated on one field of 
battle, and about to measure its strength 
with the enemy. It was reduced, by 
the fatigues and losses of this winter 
campaign, to sixty-five thousand men, 
assembled around Eylau, to which, if 
ten thousand be added as Lestocq's di- 
vision, which mi^t be expected to co- 
operate in the i^proaohing action, the 



idiole amount that could be relied on 
for the shock wss seventy -five thou- 
sand, with four hundred and' sixty 
pieces of csnnon. The French, after 
deducting the losses of this dreadful 
warfare, exclusive of Bemadotte, who 
did not arrive on the ground for two 
days after, coidd still bring eighty 
thousand men into the field, including 
nearly sixteen thousand horse; but 
they had not above three hundred and 
fifty pieces of artillery.* Thus the two 
armies were nearly equal — ^the French 
superiority in numbers, and especially 
in cavalry, being counterbalanced by 
the advantage which the Russians had 
in that important arm, the artillery. 
Their spirit and com*age were at the 
same level ; for if the French could re- 
call with deserved pride the glorious 
achievements of the campaign, and a 
long course of almost unbroken vic- 
tories, the Russians, on their side, had 
the triumphs of Suwarroff in Turkey, 
Poland, and the Italian plains, to recaU : 

* The following is the aocoant given by 
Dumas of the troops present in arms, in 
January 1807, under Napoleon on the Vis- 
tula: — 

iBfluatrjuid 
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Imperial Guard imder Bes- 

ahrea, .... 9,109 8,829 

Do. under Oudinot, . 6,046 

First corps, Bemadotte, . .18,073 960 

Second do. Augereau, . 10,000 

Third do. Davoust, . 19,000 767 

Fourth do. Soult, . . 20,829 1,495 

Fifth do. Lannes, . 16,720 1,399 

Sixth do. Ney, . . 16,158 881 

Cavalry do. Hurat, . 763 14,868 



Total on the Vistula, 128,188 
Detached, viz., Mortier, in 

Pomerania, . 16,868 

Do. Jerome and Van- 

damme, in Silesia, . 18,282 
Do. Lefebvre, Dantsio, 28,248 
Do. Dumonceau, Han- 
over, .... 6,898 



24,179 

1,264 

2,207 
647 

689 



Total, . . 187,434 28,876 

If from this xnaas of 118,000 infantnr and 
24,000 cavaby, there be deducted 19.0i9O ab- 
sent, under Bexnadotte, 18^000under Lannes, 
6,000 under Oudinot, and 14,000 lost or left 
behind during the march from Warsaw, there 
will remain, on their own showing, 90,000 in 
line at Eylau ; and that agrees nearly with Sir 
Robert Wilson'sestimate.— Dumas, zviU.692: 
WiLSOV, 99. Thiers makes the effectlTe French 
force at Eylau 74,000 meia—ContuUa a rSm^ 

G're, Tii. 861. The medium of 80,000 is pro- 
tbly very near the mark. 
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and If the former were impelled by the 
ardour of a revolution, oonverted hj 
oonsummate genius into that of mili- 
tary conquest, the latter were buoyant 
wiib. the rising energy of an empire 
whose frontiers had never yet receded 
before the standai'ds of an enemy. 

61. The Russian rear-guard, ten thou- 
sand strong, under Bagrathion, was 
leisurely retiring towaHs Eylau, and 
at the distance of about two miles from 
that village, when it was attacked by 
the French infantry. The Russians 
were at first compelled to give way, 
but the St Petersbui'g dragoons, whose 
rout had occasioned such loss to their 
own comrades on the preceding day, 
emulous to wipe away their di^;race, 
assailed the enemy so <^portunely in 
flank, when emerging from the tumult 
of the charge, that they instantly cut 
to pieces two battalions, and made 
prize of their eagles. Disconcerted by 
this check, the French gave no further 
molestation to the Russian rear-guard, 
which retired into Eylau. By a mis- 
take, however, the division destined 
to occupy that important station eva- 
cuated it, along with the rest of the 
army ; and though Benningsen in- 
stantly ordered it to be reoccupied by 
fresh troops, the French had, mean- 
while, entered in great numbers, and 
the assailing division, under Biirclay 
de Tolly, had a rude contest to en- 
counter in endeavouring to regain 
the lost ground. By vast exertions, 
however, they at length succeeded in 
ezpelling the enemy. The French 
again returned in greater force; the 
combat continued with the utmost 
fury till long after sunset. Fresh 
reinforcements came up to the Rus- 
sians : twice Barclay carried the village 
after dark, by the light of the burning 
houses, and he was as often expelled by 
the enthusiastic valour of the French. 
At length they were driven out of the 
town, which, from lying in a hollow, 
and being commanded on the French 
side, was no longer tenable after the ene- 
my had brought up their heavy artillery. 
But that gallant commander, with this 
heroic rear-guard, intrenched himself 
in the church and churchyard, which 
stands on an eminence by lihe road on 



issuing from the' town on the other 
side, and there maintained a sangui- 
nary resistance till past ten at ni^t^ 
when he was severely wounded. Then 
the object of the strife having been 
gained by the heavy artillery having 
all arrived by the road of Schloditten. 
and taken up its position on the field 
of battle behind the village, the uncon- 
quered Russians were withdrawn from 
the churchyard, which, with its blood- 
stainedgravesandcorpse-coveredalopefl, 
remained in the hands of Napolen. 

62. Never in the history of war 
did two armies pass a night under 
more awfiil and impreosive dreum- 
stances than the rival hosts that now 
lay, without tent or covering, on the 
snowy expanse of the field of Eylau. 
The close vicinity of the two armies ; 
the vast multitude assembled in so nar- 
row a space, intent only on mutual de- 
struction; the vital interests to the 
lives and fortunes of all which were at 
stake ; the wintry wildness of the 
scene, cheered only by the watch-fires^ 
which threw a partial glow on the 
snow-dad fields around ; the shivering 
groups who in either army lay round 
itte blazing fires, chilled by girdles of 
impenetrable ice ; the stem resolution 
of the soldiers in the one array, and 
the enthusiastic ardour of those in the 
other; the liberty of Europe now 
brought to the issue of one dread com- 
bat ; the glory of Russia and Franoe 
dependent on the efforts of the mighti- 
est armament that either had yet sent 
forth, all contributed to impress a fisel- 
ing of extraordinary solemnity, which 
reached the most inconsiderate breast^ 
oppressed the mind vrith a feeling of 
anxious thought^ and kept unclosed 
many a wearieid eyelid in both campe, 
notwithstanding the extraordinary fa- 
tigues of the preceding days. But no 
sooner did the dawn break, and the 
quick rattle of musketry from the out- 
posts commence, than these gloomy 
feelings were dispelled, and all arose 
from their icy beds with no other feel- 
ings but those of joyous confidence and 
military ardour. 

68. The evacuation of Eylau on the 
preceding night, had led Napoleon to 
suppose that the enemy were not to 
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give battle on the sacoeeding day ; and, 
overwhelmed with the extraordiiiaiy 
fatigues he had undeigone siiioe leav- 
ing Warsaw, during which tame he had 
bc^ daily occupied in business or 
marching twenty hours out of the 
twenty-four, he retired to a house in 
the town, and there, amidst all the 
horrors of a place earned by assault^ 
fell into a profound sleep. The two 
armies were within half cannon-shot of 
each other, and theu* immense masses 
disposed in dose array on a space not 
exceeding a league in breadth. The 
field of iMtttle consisted of an open ex- 
panse of unenclosed ground, rising 
into swells, or small hills, interspersed 
with many lakes : but as the whole 
surface was covered with snow, and 
the water so thoroughly frozen as to 
bear any weight either of cavalry or 
artillery, it was everywhere accessible 
to military operations. The little 
town of Eylau, situated on a slight 
eminence and surmounted by a Gotiiic 
steeple, was the only salient point of 
the field. On the slope to its right, 
looking from the Frendi position, was 
the churchyard, the scene of so despei> 
ate a slarife on tiie preceding day. 
The groimd rose gently in its fronts 
and was interspersed with some small 
hills, amidst which the dense masses 
of Ihe Russians were barely visible 
through the twilight of a wintry day 
obscured by mist and driving snow. 
The Russian right, under Touchkoff, 
lay on either side of Schloditten ; the 
centre, under Sacken, occupied a clus- 
ter of little open hills, inta:t)epted by 
lakes, in front of Kutschitten; the left, 
under Ostermann Tolstoy, rested on 
Elein-Sausgarten and Serpalten ; the 
advanced guard, ten thousand strong, 
with its outposts extending almost to 
the houses of Eylau, was under the 
command of Bagrathion ; the reserve, 
in two divisions, was led by Doctoroff. 
The whole army in front was drawn up 
in two lines with admirable precision : 
the reserve, in two close columns behind 
the centre; the foot artillery, consisting 
of four hundred pieces, was disposed 
along the front of the lines ; the horse 
artillery, embracing sixty guns, cavalry 
-afid Cossacks, under Platoff, in reserve 



behind the centre and wings, in order 
to support any point which might ap- 
pear to require assistance. Lestocq, 
with his division, had not yet come 
up; but he had lain at Hussehnen, 
the preceding night, which was only 
three leagues off, and might be expect- 
ed to join before the battle was far ad- 
vanced. 

64. The French position, generally 
speaking, was more elevated iSnan that 
of the Russians, with the exception of 
the rights where it was commanded by 
the heights of Ellein-Sausgarten. The 
town of Eylau, however, occupied in 
force by their ^ops, was situated in a 
hollow, so low that the roofs of the 
houses were below the range of cannon- 
shot from the Russian position, and 
the summit of the church steeple, 
which stands on an eminence, alone 
was exposed to the destructive storm. 
Davoust was in rear on the right, and 
received orders, as soon as he came up, 
to attack the villages of Elein-Saus- 
garten and Serpalten, occupied by the 
enemv. The diviuon St Hilaire of 
Soults corps was at Rothenen; be- 
tween that village and Eylau, Augereau 
was established, and was destined to 
advance against the Russian main body 
and the strong batteries placed oppo- 
site : Soult, with his remaining two 
divisions, occupied Eylau on the left, 
and was to aid him when he moved 
forward ; the Imperial Guard and 
cavalry of Murat were in reserve be- 
hind the centre, ready to support any 
attack which might appear likely to 
prove imsuccessful. Orders had been 
despatched to Ney to attack the Rus- 
sian right as soon as the action was 
warmly engaged ; and it was hoped he 
would arrive on the field at least as 
soon as Lestocq on the other side, upon 
whose traces he had so long been fol- 
lowing. Lannes had been detained by 
sickness at Pultusk, and his corps, 
placed under the orders of Savary, 
afterwards Duke of Rovigo, was ob- 
serving the Russian forces left on the 
Bug and the Narew. Napoleon's de- 
sign, when he saw that the Russians 
stood firm, and were resolved to give 
battle, was to turn their left by the 
corps of Marshal Davous^ and throw 
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it back on the middla of the armj ; 
but> the better to oonceel this objeet^ 
he oommenoed the action soon after 
daylight by a violent attack on their 
right and centre. The Ruasian cannon 
played heavily, but rather at hazard, 
on the hostile masMS in front of Eylan; 
while the French guns replied with 
fatal effect from their elevated position 
down upon the enemy, whose lines 
were exposed from head to foot to the 
range of their shot. 

65. Presently the oentre, under An- 
gereau, advanced in massy columns, 
while St Hilaire's division of Soult's 
corps, the whole preceded by a hun- 
dred and fifty pieces of artillery, march- 
ed vnth an intrepid step against the 
Bussian left-centre, so as to unite Au- 
gereau's with Davoust's attack, and 
fortygunsof the Imperial Quard, posted 
on an eminence near the church of 
Eylau, to cover their attack, opened a 
heavy fire on the great central Russian 
battery. These troops had not ad- 
vanced above three hundred yards, 
driving the Russian tirailleurs before 
them, when the Russian cannon-shot^ 
from two hundred pieces, admirably 
directed, ploughed through the mass, 
and so ciiattered it, ihib the whole 
body of Augereau's corps inclined to 
the left towards Schloditten, to get 
under the shelter of a detached house 
which stood in the way. A snow- 
storm at the same time set in and 
darkened the atmosphere, so that 
neither army could see its opponent ; 
but nevertheless, the deadly storm of 
bullets continued to tear the massy 
columns of the French, and the can- 
nonade was so violent as. to prevent 
Soult from rendering them any effec- 
tual support A masked battery of 
seventy-two pieces opened on their 
front with a tremendous fire of grape. 
In a quarter of an hour, half of the 
corps were struck down. Augereau's 
divisions were already severely shaken 
by this murdepous fire, when tibey were 
suddenly assailed on one side by the 
right wing of the Russians, under 
Touchkoff, and on the other by their 
reserve and a powerful body of cavalry, 
under Doctoroff So thick was the 
snow-storm, so unexpected the onsel^ 



that the assailants were only a few 
yards distant^ and the long laneea oi 
the Cossacks almost touching the 
Fren^ infiuitry, when they were first 
discerned. The combat was not of 
more than a few minutes' duration : 
the corps, charged at once by foot and 
horse with the utmost vigour, broke 
and fled in the wildest disorder back 
into Eylau, dosely pursued by the 
Russian cavalry and Cossacks, who 
made such havoc, that the whole, aboTO 
sixteen thousand strong, were, with 
the exception of fifteen hundred men, 
taken or destroyed; and Augereau 
himself^ with his two generals of divi- 
sions, Desgardens and Heudelet^ was 
desperately wounded. 

66. Napoleon was apprised of this 
disaster by the fugitives who rushed 
into Eylau ; and the snow-storm clear- 
ing away at the same time, showed 
him the Russian right end centre &r 
advanced, with their light troops al- 
most at the edge of the town. He 
himself was stationed at the church* 
yard on its eastern side, which had 
been the scene of such a sanguinary 
conflict on the preceding night; and 
already the crash of the enemy's balls 
on the steeple and walls of the church 
showed how near dang^ was ap- 
proaching. The serried masses of the 
Old Guard stood firm in and around 
the cemetery, while the branches of the 
trees above theii* heads were constantly 
renter falling from the enemy's cannqn- 
balla. Presently one of the Russian 
divisions, following rapidly after the 
fugitives, entered Eylau by the eastern 
street, and charged, with loud hurrahs, 
to the foot of the mount where the 
Emperor veas placed with a battery of 
the Imperial Quard and his personal 
escort of a hundred men. Had a regi- 
ment of horse been at hand to support 
the attack, Napoleon must have been 
made prisoner ; for though the last re- 
serve, consisting of six battalions of the 
Old Quard, was at a short distanoe, he 
might have been enveloped before they 
could come up to his rescue. The fiite 
of Europe then hung by a thread, but 
in that terrible moment the Emperor^s 
presence of mind did not forsake him ; 
he instantly ordered his little body- 
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guard, hardly more than a company, 
to form line, in order to check the 
enemy's advance, and despatched or- 
decB to the Old Guard to attack the 
column on one flank, while a brigade 
of Murat^s horse charged it on the 
other.* The Russians, disordered by 
success, and ignorant of the inesti- 
mable prize wluch was almost within 
their grasp, were arrested by the firm 
countenance of the little band of heroes 
who formed Napoleon s last resource ; 
and before they could re-form their 
ranlcs for a regular conflict, the enemy 
were upon them on either flank, and 
almost the whole division was cut to 
pieces on the spotf 

67. The disoixler produced by the 
repulse of St Hilaire's division, and the 
almost totid destruction of Augereau's 
corps, however, was such, that the 
French Emperor was compelled to 
strain every nerve to repair it For 
this purpose he prepared a gvaad 
charge by the whole cavalry and Im- 
perial Guard, supported in rear by the 
divisions of Soult^ which occupied Ey- 
lau and its vicinity, now stripped of 
any other defenders. The onset of 
thiiB enormous mass, mustering four- 
teen thousand cavalry and twenty-five 
thousand foot soldiers, supported by 
two hundred pieces of cannon, was the 
more formidable, that the thick storm 
of snow, as favourable now to them 
as it had before been to the enemy, 

* *' High oa a turfy bank the chief was reared, 
Feaness, and therefore worthy to be fear'd.'* 

LucAK, PhanaUa, v. 

t " I never was ao much struck with any- 
thing in my life," said General Bertraud at 
Bt Helena, " as by the Emperor at Eylau at 
the moment when, alone with some officers 
of his staff, he was almost trodden under foot 
by a column of four or five thousand Bus- 
sians. The Emperor was on foot, and Ber- 
thier gave orders instantly for Uie horses to 
be brought forward ; the Emperor gave him 
a reproachful look, and instead ordered a 
battalion of his Guard, which was at a little 
distance, to advance. He himself kept his 

Sound as the Russians approached, repeat- 
g ft^ucntly the word% ' What boldness i 
what boldness I ' At the siffht of the grena- 
diers of his Guard the Russians made a dead 
pause; the Emperor did not stir, but all 
around him trembled. "^Las Casbb, ii. 151. 
See also ReUUion, de la BataUU cPSylau, par 
vn Thnoin Oc¥laire, Camp, m Prune tt Po- 
logtu, iv. 45. 



prevented them firom being perceived 
till they were dose upon the first line 
of the enemy. The sho<^ was irreaifli> 
ible : the front line of the Ruaaiana 
was forced to give ground, and in some 
places thrown into disorder ; their cav- 
alry crushed by the enormous weight 
of the seventy squadrons which follow- 
ed the white plume of Murat ; and a 
desperate mdl^ ensued, in which pro- 
digious losses were sustained on both 
sides. The Russian battalions, though 
broken, did not lay down their arms 
or fly, but, falling back on such as yet 
stood firm, or uniting in little knots 
together, still maintained the combat 
with the most dogged resolution. In* 
stantly perceiving the extent of the 
danger, Benningsen, with his whole 
stafij galloped forward from his station 
in the rear to the front, and at the 
same time despatched orders to the 
whole infantry of the reserve to close 
their ranks, and advance to the sup- 
port of their comrades engaged. These 
brave men, inclining inwards, pressed 
eagerly on, regardless of the shower of 
grape and musketry which fell on their 
advancing ranks, and uniting with the 
first line, charged home with loud hur- 
rahs upon the enemy. But the onset 
of the French was at first irresistible. 
In the shock, the Russian division of 
Essen was broken, and Murat's horse, 
pursuing their advantage, swept 
through several openings, and got as 
far as the reserve caval^ of Benning- 
sen. Already the last reserve batteries 
of the centre were discharging grape 
with the utmost vehemence on ^e 
terrible assailants ; but no sooner did 
Platofi^, who was in the rear of all, see 
them approaching with loud cries, and 
all the tumult of victory, than he gave 
orders to the Cossacks of the Don to 
advance. Regardless of danger^ the 
children of the desert joyfully galloped 
forward to the charge, their long lances 
in rest) their blood-horses at speed: 
in an instant the French cuirassiers 
were broken, pierced through, and 
scattered. Retreat was impossible 
through the again closed ranks of the 
enemy, and eighteen only of the whole 
body regained their own lines by a 
longcircttit; while five hundred and 
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thirty Coasacks returned, eax^ cased 
in the shining armour which he had 
stripped from the dead body of an op- 
ponent. At all other points tlie ene- 
my were, after a desperate struggle, 
driven back, and several eagles, with 
fourteen pieces of cannon, remained 
in the hands of the victors. 

68. The battle appeared gained : the 
French left and centre had been de- 
feated with extraordinary loas; their 
last reserves, with the exception of part 
of the Quard, had been engaged, with- 
out success ; to the cries of Vive VEm- 
perewr ! and the shouts of enthusiasm 
with which they commenced the com- 
baty had succeeded a sullen silence 
along the whole line in front of Eylau ; 
the Russians were several hundred 
paces in advance of the ground which 
they occupied in the morning ; and a 
distant cannonade on both sides evinced 
the exhaustion and fatigue which was 
mutually felt. Lestooq had not yet 
arrived, but he was hourly and anxiously 
expected, and the addition of his fresh 
and gallant corps would, it was hoped, 
enable Bennlngsen to complete the 
victory. But while all eyes were eagerly 
turned to their right, where it was ex- 
pected his standards would first appear, 
a terrible disaster, well-nigh attended 
with fatal consequences, took place on 
the left Davoust, who was intrusted 
with the attack which was intended to 
be the decisive one in that quart-er, had 
long been arrested by the firm coun- 
tenance of Bagavout and Ostermann 
Tolstoy ; but at length the increasing 
numbers and vigorous attacks of the 
French prevailed. Friant, whose di- 
vision headed the attack, carried Ser- 
palten, and, pushing on beyond it, the 
village of Klein-Sausgarten fell into 
his hands. It was again reconquered 
by the Russians, but finally remained 
in the possession of their antagonists. 

69. Nor was the action less warmly 
contested at Serpalten. Supported by 
a battery of thirty pieces of artiUery 
and part of the reserve, Bagavout re- 
turned to the charge, and there for 
long made head against the superior 
forces of St Hilaii*e and Morand at the 
head of one of Soult's and one of Da- 
voust's best divisions. At length the 



two lines advanced to within pistol- 
shot, when the Russians gave way ; the 
cannoneers, bravely resisting, were 
bayoneted at their guns, and the pieces 
were taken. They were now reinforced 
by two regiments which Benningsen 
sent to their support^ and the French, 
in their turn, were chai^ged in flank 
by cavalry, broken, and driven back 
upwards of three hundred yards. Bat 
notwithstanding this success at Ser- 
palten, the progress of the enemy at 
Klein-Sausgarten was so alarming, that 
the Russians were unable to maintain 
themselves on the ground they had so 
gallantly regained. Friant debouched 
from it in their rear in great strength ; 
and, rapidly continuing his advance 
from left to right of the Russian posi- 
tion, he had soon passed, driving eveiy- 
thlng before him, the whole ground 
occupied by their left wing ; the g^nna 
so fiercely contested were abtBindoned by 
the Russians ; and, continuing his tri- 
umphant course in their rear, he car- 
ried by assault the hamlet of Auklap- 
pen, and was making dispositions for 
the attack of Kutschitten, which had 
been the headquarters of Benningsen 
during the preceding night, and lay 
directly behind the Russian centre. 
Never was change more sudden ; the 
victorious centre, turned and attacked 
both in flank and rear, seemed on the 
point of being driven off the field of 
battle ; already the shouts of victory 
were heard from Davoust's divisions, 
and vast volumes of blacksmoke, blown 
along the whole Russian centre and 
right from the flames of Serpalten, 
evinced in frightful colours the pro- 
gress of the enemy on their left. 

70. The firmness of Benningsen, how- 
ever, was equal to the emeigency. 
Orders were despatched to the whole 
left wing to fall back, so as to come 
nearly at right angles to the centre and 
right; and although this retrograde 
movement^ performed in presence of a 
victorious enemy, was necessarily at- 
tended with some disorder, yet it was 
successfully accomplished; and after 
sustaining considerable loss, the Rus- 
sian left wing was drawn up, facing 
outwards, nearly at right angles to the 
centre, which still retamed its advanced 
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position, midway between the ground 
occupied by the two annies where the 
fight began in the morning. Ab the 
Russian left drew back to the neigh- 
bourhood of the centre, it receiyed &e 
support of the reserves which Benning- 
sen wheeled about to the assistance of 
the discomfited wing: and although 
Friant carried Eutscfaitten, thiswasthe 
last advantage he gained in that quar- 
ter, and the victorious colmnns of Da- 
Youst were at length arrested. 

71. The battle was in this critical 
state, with the French victorious on one 
wing andtheRussiansonthe centre and 
the other, but without any decisive ad- 
Tantage to either side, when the corps 
of Lestocq, so long expected, at length 
appeared on the extreme Russian rights 
driving before him the French bat- 
talions which were stationed near the 
village of Altholl Orders were im- 
mediately despatched to him to defile 
as quickly as possible in the rear of the 
Russian right^ so as to assist in the re- 
capture of Kutschitten behind their 
centre, where St Hilaire had estab- 
lished himself in so threatening a man- 
ner. These directions were rapidly 
and ably performed. Moving swiftly 
over the open ground in the rear of 
the Russian right in three columns, he 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Kut- 
schitten an hour before it was dark, 
with seven thousand men, having left 
two thousand to occupy Altholf, and 
lost nearly a thousand in the course of 
the march that morning, which had 
been a constant . fight with Marshal 
Key's corps. Dispositions for attack- 
ing the village and cutting off the re- 
treat of the enemy were instantly 
made. A terrible cannonade was kept 
up on its houses, and the Prussians, 
under cover of the guns, chaiging in 
three columns, carried it with irresist- 
ible force, destroying or making pri- 
soners the 6lBt and one battalion of 
the 108th regiments, stationed there, 
vrith an eagle, and recovering the Rus- 
sian guns which had been abandoned 
on l£e retreat from Serpalten. Not 
content with this great success, Les- 
tocq immediately re-formed his divi- 
sions in line, with the cavalry and Cos- 
sacks in rear, and advanced against the 



hamlet of AuUappen and the wood 
adjoining. The division of Friant, 
wearied by eight hours' fighting, was 
little in a oondition to withstand these 
firesh troops, flushed by so important 
an advantage. The combat, however, 
was terrible: Davoustwas there; his 
troops, though exhausted, were more 
than double tiie numbers of the enemy ; 
and he made the utmost effort to main- 
tain his ground. ".Here," said the 
marshal, " is the place where the brave 
should find a glorious death; the 
cowards will perish in the deserts of 
Siberia." Notwithstanding all his ex- 
ertions, howerer, Friant was driven out . 
of the wood, after an hour^s combat^ 
with the loss of three thousand men ; 
the Russians, by a bold attack of 
cavalry, regained the smoking walls 
of Auklappen, and the whole allied 
line was pressing on in proud ar- 
ray, driving the enemy before them 
over the open ground between that 
ruin and Sausgarten, when night drew 
her sable mantle over this scene of 
blood. 

72. The battle was over on the centre 
and left^ and already the French lines 
were illuminated by the fire of innu- 
merable bivouacs, when both armies 
were startled by a sharp fire, succeeded 
by loud shouts, on the extreme right 
of the Russians, towards Schloditten. 
It was occasioned by Marshal Ney's 
corps, which, following fast on tiie 
traces of Lestocq, had at nightfall en- 
tered Altholf, driving the Prussian de- 
tachments which occupied it before 
him, and had now carried Schloditten 
and even pushed on to Schmoditten, 
so as to intexTupt the Russian com- 
munications with Eonigsberg. Ben- 
ningsen immediately ordered the Rus- 
sian division of Eamenskoi, which had 
suffered least in the battle, to storm 
the village, which was executed at ten 
at night in the most gallant s^le. 
The loud cheers of their victorious 
troops were heard at Eylau ; and Na- 
poleon, supposing that a geneiul attack 
was commencing, for which he was 
little prepared, gave oi'ders for his 
heavy artallery and baggage to defile 
towards Landsberg, and ordered Da- 
vofut to draw back to the position 
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which ha hid oceapied in front of the 
wood when the action commenced in 
the morning, and this terminated the 
changes of this eventful day. 

78. From the mortification, however, 
of retiring before an enemy in an open 
field, Napoleon was relieved by the 
measures adopted by the Rassian gene- 
ral At eleven at night a council of 
war was held by the generals on hoive- 
back, as to the course which the army 
should pursue. It was strongly reprS' 
sented by Ostermann Tolstoy, the 
second in command, and Qenerals 
Enoring a^d Lestocq, that at last 
.Buonaparte had been defeated in a 
pitched battle, and that it would be to 
the last degree impolitic to destroy the 
moral effect of such an advantage by 
retreating before him, and thus giving 
him a fair pretext for representing it 
as a victory ; that they were ready in- 
stantly or next day to follow up their 
success, and attack the enemy wher- 
ever they could find him; and that, 
at all events, they would pledge their 
heads that, if the general - in • chief 
would only stand firm, Napoleon would 
be driven to a disastrous retreat. 
Strong as these considerations were, 
they were overbalanced, in Benningsen's 
estimation, by still stronger. He knew 
that his own loss was not less than 
twenty thousand men, and though he 
had eveiy reason to believe that the 
enemy's was still heavier, yet the means 
of repairing the chasm existed to a 
greater degree in the hands of Napo- 
leon than his own : Ney, whose corps 
had suffered comparatively little, had 
just joined him ; Bemadotte, it was to 
be presumed, would instantly be sum- 
moned to headquarters ; and these 
fresh troops might give the enemy the 
means of cutting him off from Konigs- 
beig, in which case, in the total desti- 
tution for provisions which prevailed, 
the most dreadful calamities might be 
apprehended. Influenced by these con- 
siderations, Benningsen, who was ig- 
norant of the enormous magnitude of 
the losses which the French had sus- 
tained, and who, though a gallant vete- 
ran, had lost somewhat of the vigour 
of youth, and had been thirty-six hours 
en horseback with hardly any nourish- 



ment, persevered in his opinion. He 
accordingly directed the order of 
march, which began, at midnight^ bj 
Muhlhausen towards Konigsberg, with- 
out any molestation from the enemy. 
They took post at Wottemberg, tiiree 
leagues in front of that town, when 
the wearied soldiers, after a straggle 
of unexampled severity, were at length 
enabled to taste a few hours of re- 
pose. 4 

74. Such was the terrible battle of 
Eylau, fought in the depth of winter, 
amidst ice and snow, under drcum* 
stances of unexampled horror; the 
most bloody and obstinately contested 
that had yet occurred during the war ; 
and in which, if Napoleon did not sus- 
tain a positive defeat, he underwent a 
disaster which had well-nigh proved his 
ruin. The loes on both sides was im- 
mense, and never in modem times had 
a field of battle been strewed with such 
a multitude of slain. On the side of 
the Russians twenty-five thousand had 
fallen, of whom above seven thousand 
were already no more : on that of the 
French upwards of thirty thousand 
were killed or wounded, and nearly ten 
thousand had left their colours, under 
pretence of attending to the wounded, 
and did not make tJieir appearance for 
several days afterwards. The other 
trophies of victory were nearly equally 
balanced : the Russians had to boast of 
the unusual spectacle of twelve eagles 
taken from their antagonists; while 
the French had captured sixteen of 
the Russian guns, ajid fourteen stan- 
dards. Hai^ly any prisoners were 
made on either side during the action ; 
but six thousand of the wounded, most 
of them in a hopeless state, were left 
on the field of battle, and fell into the 
hands of the French.* 

* The official accounts of this great battle 
on both sides are ao mu<^ incerwoven with 
falsehood ub to furnish no clue whatever to 
the truth. That of Napoleon is distinguished 
by morethan his usual misrepresentation. He 
states his loss at 1900 killed and 6700 wound- 
ed, in all 7600. Judging by his usual prao- 
tice, which was to avow a loss about a fourth 
of its real amount, this would imply a loss of 
30,000 men. At St Helena he admitted that 
he lost 18,000; and consideriug that the 
Russians acknowledge a loss of above 20,000, 
that their artillery throughout the day was 
greatly superior to that of the French and 
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75. Never was spectacle ao dreadful 
aa that field preaented on tke following 
morning. Aboye fifty thouaand men 
lay in the apiuie of two leagnea, welter- 
ing in blood. The wounds were, for 
the most part,of the severest kind, from 
the extraordinary quantity of cannon* 
balls which had been discharged dur* 
ing the action, and the dose proximity 
of the contendmg masses to die deadly 
batteries, which spread grape at half- 
musket shot through their ranks. 
Though sti<etched on the cold snow, 
and exposed to the severity of an 
Arctic winter, the sufferers were bum- 
ing with thirst, and piteous cries were 
heard on all sides for water, or assiB- 
tance to extricate the wounded men 
from beneath the heaps of slain, or 
load of horses by which they were 
crushed. Six thousand of these noble 
animals encumbered the field, or, mad- 
dened with pain, were shrieking aloud 
amidst the stifled groans of the wound- 
ed. Broken gun-carriages, dismounted 
cannon, fragments of blown-up caissons, 
scattered balls, lay in wild confusion 
amidst casques, cuirassiers, and burn- 
ing hamlets, casting a livid light over a 
field of snow. Subdued by loss of blood, 
tamed by cold, exhausted by hunger, 
the foemen lay side by side, amidst the 
general wreck. The Cossack was to 
be seen beside the Italian ; the gay 
vine-dresser from the banks oi the Ga- 
ronne lay athwart the stem peasant 

that thev sustained no loss in any quarter 
comparable to that of Augereau s eor^s, 
which was so completely destroyed that its 
remains were immediately incorporated with 
the other corps, and itself disappeared en- 
tirely from the Grand Army, it may safely 
be concluded that this estimate is not exag- 
gerated. " Our loss," says the Duchess of 
Abrantds, *'at Eylau was enormous — Why 
conceal the truth t The Emperor avowing 
the truth at Eylau would have appeared to 
roe more truly ffreat than patting forth an 
official falsehood which no child could be- 
lieve, more espedallv if he was nephew or 
son of Colonel Semel^ of the 24th regiment 
of the line, one of the finest in the army, and 
itself equal almost to a brigade, which was 
to a man destroved."— D'Abraktes, ix. 867. 
Thiers makes the French loss 10,000 men, a 
number ridiculously small ; the more espe- 
cially as he admits that the reports of the 
different corps engaged premntod a total of 
13,000 or 14,000 wounded more or less se- 
verely.— Thiers, QmnUat a VBmpire, vii. 304, 
note. 



from the plains of the Ukraine. The 
extremity of suffering had extinguish* 
ed alike the fiercest and the most gene« 
rous passions. According to his usual 
custom. Napoleon in the afbemoon rode 
over this dreadful field, accompanied 
by his generals and staff, while the still 
burning piles of Serpalten and Saus- 
garten sent volumes of black smoke 
over the scene of death. But the men 
exhibited none of their wonted enthu- 
siasm; no cries of Vive VJEmpereurl 
were heard ; the bloody surface echoed 
only vrith the cries of suffering or the 
groans of woe. " The spectacle," said 
Napoleon in his bulletin, " was fitted to 
inspire princes with the love of peace, 
and a horror of war." It is this moment 
which the genius of Le Gros has select- 
ed for the finest and most inspired 
painting that exists of the Emperor, 
in that noble work which, amidst the 
false taste and artificial sentiment of 
Parisian sooiety, has revived the severe 
simplicity and chastened feeling of an- 
cient art.* 

76. For nine days after the battle, 
the French remained at Eylau, unable 
to advance, unwilling to retreat, and 
apparently awaiting some pacific over* 
ture from the enemy. The only move- 
ment of any consequence which was 
attempted was by Murat, with twelve 
regiments of cuirassiers, who approach- 
ed the Russian position in front of 
Konigsberg ; but he was defeated by 
the (dlied horse, with the loss of four 
hundred killed and three hundred pri- 
soners. Elated with this success, the 
Cossacks become daily moro enterpris- 
ing in their incursions. Night and 
day they gave the enemy no rest in 
their position; the French foraging 
parties were cut off; and to such a 
length was this partisan warfare car- 
ried, and so completely did the superi- 
ority of the Cossacks in its conduct ap- 
pear, that during the ten days the Em- 

* This admirable painting, the masterpiece 
of modern French art, is to be seen in the 
Luxembourg at Paris, standing forth in dark 
simplicity amidst its meretricious compeers: 
it is worthy to be placed beside the finest 
battle-pieces of Le Brun or Tempesta, and in 
grandeur of thought and effect far excels 
any British work of art since the days of 
Reynolds. 



836 



HISTORY OP EUBOPR 



[OHAF. 



peror remained at Eylau, upwards of 
fifteen hundred of his cavalry were 
made priaonen and brought into Kd- 
nigsberg. Meanwhile the relative situa- 
tion of the two armies was rapidly 
changing : the Russians, with the great 
seaport of Konigsberg in the rear, were 
amply supplied with everything, and 
their wounded carefully nursed in the 
great hospitals of that city ; while the 
French, still starving on the snows of 
Eylau, and unable, from the superiority 
of the Russian horse, to levy requisi- 
tions in the surrounding country, were 
daily reduced to greater straits from 
want of provisions, and totally desti- 
tute of all the accommodations requi- 
site to withstand the rigour of the 
season. 

77. Meanwhile Napoleon, however, 
was not idl& The day after the battle 
he issued orders for all the troops in 
his rear to advance by forced marches 
to the soene of action. The cuirassiers 
of Nansouty, which had not been en- 
gaged, arrived in consequence two days 
after. Lefebvre received orders to sus- 
pend the blockade of Dantzic, and 
concentrate his corps at Osterode, in 
order to form a reserve to the army, 
and co-operate with Savaiy, who had 
the command of Lannes* corps on the 
Narew. All the bridges on the Lower 
Vistula, were put in a posture of de- 
fence, and Bemadotte was brought up 
to Eylau. Such, however, had been 
the havoc in the army, that the Em- 
peror, notwithstanding these great re- 
inforcements, did not venture to re- 
new hostilities, or advance against Ko- 
nigsberg, the prize of victory, where 
he would have found the best possible 
winter quarters, and the steeples of 
which were visible fi'om the heights oc- 
cupied by his army.* Even the critical 
position of the Russian army, with its 
back to the sea and the river Pregel, 

* When Napoleon began the battle of Bylau, 
he never doubted he would be in KOniffsbexv 
next day. In his proclamation to hu aol- 
diens, before the action oommenced, he said, 
" In two days the enemy will cease to exists 
and your &tifl:ue8 will be compenaated by a 
luxurious ana honourable repose. " And on 
the same day Berthier wrote to Josephine— 
" The Ruaaians have fled to Gumbinnen on 
th^ road tx> Ruaaia; to-morrow KHvigBberg 
wiU receive the Bmperor.*'->WiLSOK, 113. 



where defeat would neoessarily prove 
ruin, could not induce Napoleon to 
hazard another encounter ; and fit^«^il^g 
that the Russians were not disposed to 
propose an armistice, he determined 
himself to take that step. For this 
purpose General Bertram was sent to 
Benningsen's outposts, with proposals 
of peace to the King of Prussia. The 
Russian general sent him onto Memel, 
where we latter was, with a letter 
strongly advising him not to treaty and 
representing that the fact of Napoleon 
proposing an armistice after so doubt- 
ful a battie, was the best evidence that 
it was not for the interest of the Allies 
to grant it. The terms proposed were 
very difiSsrent from those o£fered after 
the triumph of Jena; there were no 
more dedarations that the house of 
Brandenburg must resign half its do- 
minions, or that he would make the 
Prussian nobles so poor that they 
should be reduced to beg their bread.*)* 
78. Frederick- William, however, was 
not led to swerve from the path of hon- 
our even by this tempting offer. Widely 
as the language of the French Emperor 
differed from that which he had for- 
merly employed, and clearly as lus pre- 
sent moderation evinced'the extent of 
the losses he had sustained at EyUra, 
still the existing situation and recent 
engagements of the Prussian monarch 
precluded his entering, consistently 

t Napoleon's letter to the King of Pniasia 
was in these terms — " I desire to put aperlod 
to the miafortunoa of your family, ana oiiga- 
niae aa apeedily as poasible the Piuaaian mon- 
archy, whose intermediate power is neces- 
sary for the tranquillity of Europe. I desire 
peace with Russia— an<^ providea the cabinet 
of St Peteraburg haa no aedsna on the Turk- 
ish Empire, I aee no ditBcmty in obti^ninff 
it. Peace with England ia not leaa essential 
to all nationa ; and I ahall hare no hesitation 
in sending a minister to Memel to take part 
in a oongresa of France^ Sweden, England, 
Russia, Prussia, and Turkey. But aa such a 
congress may last many years, which would 
not suit the present condition of Prussia^ 
your Mi^esty therefore will, I am persuaded, 
be of opinion that I have tiJcen the simplest 
method, and the one which is most likdy to 
secure the prosperity of your subijects. At 
all events, I entreat your Mi^esty to believe 
in mv sincere desire to re-establish amicable 
relationa with so Mendly a power as Prussia, 
and that I wish to do the same with Russia 
and England." -^ Habo. iz. 396 : Sghoxll^ 
viiL 87-406. 
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with national faith, into a separate ne- 
gotiation. The Emperor of Russia had 
just given the clearest indication of the 
heroic firmness with which he was dis- 
posed to maintain the contest, by the 
vigorous campaign which he had com- 
menced in the depth of winter, and the 
resolution witii which he had sustained 
a sanguinary battle of unexampled se- 
verity. The conduct of England, it is 
true, had been very different from 
what it had hitherto been during the 
Revolutionary war, and hardly any lus- 
sistance had been received either from 
its arms or its treasures by the Allies, 
«agRged in a contest of life and death 
-on the shores of the Vistula. But this 
disgraceful and parsimonious dispo- 
sition had recently relented, and some 
trifling succours had just been obtain- 
ed from the British government, which, 
idthough unworthy for England to 
offer, were yet gratefully received, as 
indicating a disposition on the part of 
its cabinet to take a more active part 
in the future stages of the struggle.* 
Under the influence of these feelings 
and expectations, the Prussian govern- 
ment, notwithstanding the almost des- 
perate situation of ti^eir affairs, and 
the occupation of nine-tenths of their 
territories by the enemy's forces, re- 
fused to engage in any separate nego- 
tiation, — ^an insfcance of magnanimous 
firmness in the extremity of danger 
which is worthy of the highest admira- 
tion, and which went fai* to wipe away 
the stain that their former vacillating 
conduct towards Napoleon had affixed 
on the Prussian ministers. 

79. Foiled in his endeavours to se- 
duce Prussia into a separate accom- 
modation, Napoleon was driven to the 
painful alternative of a retreat Orders 
were given on the 17 th for all the coi*ps 
to fall back, the advanced posts being 
strengthened, in order to prevent the 
enemy from becoming aware of what 

• They consisted onlv of £80,000 in money. 
A further subsidy of £100,000, and £300,000 
worth of arms and ammunition, with the 
promise of future succours, was iumished 
oy the British government in May following', 
in return for a solemn renunciation, on the 
part of the cabinet of Berlin, of all claim to 
the Electorate of Hanover.-— Hard. ix. S97 ; 
Ann. Reg. 1807, 23 ; Pari Deb. ix. 987. 
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was going forward, or commencing a 
pursuit. Eylau was evacuated; six 
hundred wounded were abandoned to 
the humanity of the enemy ; and the 
army, retiring by the great road through 
Landisberg, spread itself into canton- 
ments on the banks of the Passarge, 
from Hohenstein, where it takes its 
rise, to Braunsberg, where it falls into 
the Baltic sea. Bemadotte was on the 
left on the Passarge, between Brauns- 
berg and Spanden; Soult in the centre, 
from Zeildorst to Mohrungen ; Davoust 
on the right, between AUenstein and 
Hohenstein, at the point where the 
Alle and the Passarge approach most 
nearly to each other : Ney formed the 
advanced guard at Guttstadt between 
the Passarge and the Alle. Head- 
quarters were established at Osterode 
in the centre of the line, along with 
the guard and the grenadiers of Oudi- 
not, who had been brought up ; the 
bulk of the army being thus quartered 
between that place and Wormditt. 
Lefebvre received orders to i-etum to 
Thorn, unite with the Polish and Saxon 
contingents, ' and resume the siege of 
Dantzic, the preparations for which 
had been entirely suspended since the 
general consternation which followed 
the battle of Eylau. ' 

80. Benningsen hastened to occupy 
the countiy which the enemy had eva- 
cuated, and on the 25th February his 
headquarters were advanced to Lands- 
berg. As the Hussion army passed 
over the bloody fields of Eylau and 
Hoff, stiU encumbered with dead, and 
strewed with the remains of the des- 
perate contest of which they had re- 
cently been the theatre, they felt that 
they had some reason to claim the ad- 
vantage in those well-fought fields; and 
Benningsen issued a proclamation to 
his troops, in which he now openly 
claimed the victory.f Napoleon alsa 
addressed his soldiers ; but though it 

t Benningsen said — "Soldiers! As the 
enemy was manoeuvring to cut us off from 
ovu* frontiers, I made my army change its 
position in order to defeat his projects. The 
French, deceived by that movement, have 
fallen into the snare laid for them. The 
roads by which they followed us are strewed 
with their dead. They have been led on to 
the field of Eylau, where your incomparablo 

T 
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was with his usual confidence, yet it | 
was impossible to conceal from the men, 
or from Europe, tiiat the Qrand Army 
had now for the first time retreated, 
and that the remains of their comrades 
on the field of battle had to trust, to 
the humanity of an enemy for their 
sepulture.* In truth, howeyer, not 
only the battle, but the objects of the 
winter campaign, had been equally di- 
Tided. It was not to draw the French 
army from the Vistula to the Passarge, 
A distance of above a hundred miles, 
that Benningsen had concentrated his 
troops, and resumed ofifensive opera- 
tions in the depth of winter ; and it was 
not to retire from within sight of the 
steeples of Konigsberg to the wretched 
Tillages on the latter stream, that Na- 
poleon had fought so desperate a battle 
at Eylau. The one struck for Dantzic, 
i^e other for Konigsberg, and both 
were foiled in their respective objects : 
fifty thousand men had perished with- 
out giving a decisive advantage to either 
of the combatants. 

81. To this period of the Polish war 
belong the operations of Essen and 

valour has shown of what Russian heroism is 
capable. In that battle more than thirty 
thousand French have found their graves. 
They have been forced to retire at all points, 
and to abandon to ua their wounded, their 
standards, and their baggage. Warriors! 
you have now reposed from your fatigues ; 
forward I let us pursue the enemy, put the 
finishing-stroke to our glorious deed£^ and 
after having, by f^sh victories, given peace 
to the world, we will re-enter our beloved 
country."— Dumas, xviii. 67. 

* Napoleon's address was as follows :— 
"Soldiers! we were beginning to taste the 
sweets of repose in our winter quarters, when 
the enemy attadced the first corps on the 
Lower Vistula : we flew to meet him ; pur- 
sued him, sword in hand, for eighty leagues ; 
he was driven for shelter beneath the cannons 
of his fortresses, and beyond the Pregel. In 
the oombats of BergfHed, Deppen, Ho£^ and 
the battle of Eylau, we have taken sixty 
pieces of cannon, sixteen standards ; killed, 
wounded, or taken more than 40,000 Rus- 
sians ,' the brave who have fallen on our side 
have &llen nobly, like true soldiers. Their 
fiimilies shall receive our protection. Having 
thus defeated the wholeprojectsof the enemy, 
we will draw near to the Vistula^ and re-enter 
our winter quarters: whoever ventures to 
disturb our repose shall repent of it— for 
beyond the Vistula, as beyond the Danube, 
in the depth of winter as in the heat of sum- 
mer, we shall always be the soldiers of the 
Grand Army."— Dumas. xviiL 63. 



Savary on the Karew and i^e neigh* 
bourhood of Ostrolenka. Savary had 
occupied that town with a large part 
of Lannes' corpsy who, as alzeady men- 
tioned, was side ; and Essen, having re- 
ceived considerable accessions of force 
from the army of Moldavia, which 
raised his disposable numbersto twenty 
thousand men, received orders, early in 
February, to attack the French in that 
quarter. The object was to engage 
their attention, in order to prevent 
any reinforcements being drawn from 
that corps to the main army, then ad- 
vancing to the decisive battle of Eylau. 
Essen advanced with his corps on each 
side of the river Narew. That com- 
manded by the Russian general in per^ 
son on the right bank encountered 
Savary, who was supported by Suohet 
with his- brilliant division ; a rude con- 
flict ensued, in which the Bussians were 
finally worsted. Oreater success, how- 
ever, attended their efforts on the left 
bank : supported by the fire of fifty 
pieces of artUlery, they drove back the 
French to the walls of Ostrolenka, and, 
entering pell-mell with the fagitivea|y 
penetnStod into the principal square^ 
and were on the point of obtaining de- 
cisive success. At this critical mo- 
ment, Oudinot^ who was marching from 
Warsaw with his division of grenadiers^ 
six thousand strong, to join the Grand 
Army, arrived with his division of fresh 
troops, and, uniting with Suchet> who 
halted in the midst of his pursuit on 
the right bank to fly to the scene of 
danger, succeeded, liter a bloody en- 
counter in the streets, in driving thena 
into the sand-hills behind the town, 
where a destructive cannonade was 
kept up till nightfSEdl In this afiair the 
Russians lost seven guns and fifteen 
hundred men, and the French as many ; 
but having succeeded in their object in 
defending the town, and keepinff the 
communication of the Grand Army 
open with Warsaw, the latter with, 
reason claimed the victory. 

82. The battle of Eylau excited a 
prodigious sensation in Europe, and 
brought Napoleon to the very verge of 
destruction. Had a ministry of more 
capacity in military combination been 
then at the head of afiairs in England, 
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there cannot be the smallest doubt 
that the triumphs of 1818 might have 
been anticipated by seven years, and 
^e calamities of Europe at once arrest- 
ed. The first accounts of the battle 
received through the French bulletins 
rendered it evident that some disaster 
had been incurred, and the anxious 
expectation everywhere excited by this 
unsatisfactory communication was in- 
creased by the long interval which en- 
sued before the Russian accounts ar- 
rived. At length, when, from Benning- 
sen's report, it appeared that he claim- 
ed the victory, and, from the station- 
ary condition of the Russian army in 
front of Konigsberg, and th^ ultimate 
retreat of the French to the banks of 
the Passarge, that these pretensions 
were not devoid of foundation, the 
public transport rose to the highest 
pitch. It was confidently expected 
that, now that Napoleon had for once 
been decisively foiled, the Austrians 
would instantly declare themselves, 
and their sixty thousand men in ob- 
servation in Bohemia, be converted 
into a hundred thousand in activity on 
the Elbe.* To stimulate and support 
such a combination, the public voice 
in England loudly demanded the imme- 
diate despatch of a powerful Biitish 
force to the mouth of the Elbe ; and, 
recollecting the universal exasperation 
which prevailed in thd north of €^- 
many at the French in consequence of 
the enormous requisitions wMch they 
had everywhere levied from the inha- 
bitants, whether warlike or neutral, 
there cannot be a doubt that the ap- 
pearance of fifty thousand English 
soldiers would have been attended with 

* "I trembled," says Jomini, speaking in 
the person of Napoleon, "lest 150,000 of those 
xnemators had appeared on the Elbe, which 
would have plunged me into the greatest dif- 
ficulties. I there saw that I nad placed 
myself at the mercy of ray enemies. More 
than once I then regretted having suffered 
myself to be drawn on into those remote and 
inhospitable countries, and having receiv- 
ed with so much asperity all who sought to 
portray its danger. The cabinet of Vienna 
had then a safer and more honourable oppor- 
tunity of re-establishing its preponderance 
than that which it chose in 1813, but it had 
not resolution enough to profit by it, and my 
firm countenance proved my salvation." — 
JoMiNi, ii.869. 



decisive effects both upon the conduct 
of Austria and the future issue of the 
war. Nothing, however, was done; 
the English ministiy, under the direc- 
tion of Lord Howick, notwithstanding 
the most urgent entreaties from Rus- 
sia and Prussia, sent no succours in 
men or money. The decisive period 
was allowed to pass by without any- 
thing being attempted in support of 
the common cause, and the British 
nation, in consequence, had the Penin- 
sular war to go through to regain the 
vantage-ground which was then within 
their grasp.+ 

83. It is the most signal proof of the 
obstinacy with which the British goY- 
cmmeut, under the direction of Lord 
Howick (afterwards Earl Qrey), ad- 
hered to their ill-timed system of 
withdra^ng altogether from Conti* 
nental- affairs, that they clung to 11 
even after the account of the battle of 
Eylau had arrived' in London, and it 
was universally seen over Europe that 
a crisis in Napoleon's £ate was at hand. 
In the end of February 1807, earnest 
applications were made by the cabi- 
nets of St Petersburg and Berlin for 
the aid of a British auxiliary force to 
menace the coasts of France and Hol- 
land, and land on the shores of Pome- 
rania. The advantage was pointed 
out of ''despatching, without a mo- 
ment's delay, on board the swiftest 
ships of Great Britain, a strong British 
auxiliary land force to co-operate with 
the army of Gustavus Adolphus, and 
thereby compel the French to retreat. 
They were engaged in the siege of 
Stralsund, and in laying waste that 
province ; and if the British force did . 
not arrive in sufficient time to dis- 
lodge tiiem, they might steer for some 
harbour in the Baltic, from whence 
their junction with the allied armies 
oould certainly be effected." Lord 
Howick replied on the 10th March— 

I " Repeated and ui^nt applications wera 
made in February aud March 1807 for an 
English army, consisting of cavalry, infaji- 
try, and artillery, to co-operate with the 
Swedish forces in Pomerania, but in vain. 
Some subsidies were granted in Ajtvi}, but. 
no U'oops sailed from England till July, 
when they consisted only of JjOOO men, wha 
were sent to the island, of Rugen." — Ann^ 
Reff, 1807, p. 28 ; LuocHSsmi, ii. 290, 296, 
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** The approach of spring is doubtless 
the most favourable period of militaiT" 
operations; but in the present junc- 
tura the Allies must not look for any 
considerable aid from the land force 
of Great Britain," 

84. In proportion to the sanguine 
hopes which this bloody contest ex- 
cited in Germany and England, was 
the gloom and depression which it 
diffused through all ranks in France. 
The Parisians were engaged in a vor- 
tex of unusual gaiety ; balls, theatres, 
and parties succeeded one another in 
endless succession, when the news of 
the battle of Eylau^ fell at once on 
their festivities like a thunderbolt. 
They had learned to distrust the bul- 
letins; they saw clearly that Auger- 
eau's divergence had been occasioned 
by something more than the snow- 
storm. The funds rapidly fell, and 
private letters soon circulated, and 
were eagerly sought after, which gave 
-a true and even exaggerated account 
of the calamity. Hardly a family in 
Paris but had to lament the loss of 
some near relation or intimate friend : 
the multitude of mourners cast a 
gloom over the streets ; the general 
consternation suspended all the amuse- 
ments of the capital. The most ex- 
aggerated reports were spread, and 
found a ready reception by the excited 
population. One day it was generally 
credited that Napoleon had fallen back 
behind the Vistula ; the next that a 
dreadful engagement had taken place, 
in which he himself, with half his 
army, had fallen. So far did the uni- 
versal consternation proceed, that the 
members of the government began to 
look after their own interests in the 
approaching shipwreck ; and even the 
imperial family itself was divided into 
factions, Josephine openly supporting 
the pretensions of her son, Eugene, 
to succeed to the throne, and the Prin- 
<ceBS Caroline employing all the influ- 
ence of her charms to secure Junot, 
governor of Paris, whom she held in 
silken chains, in the interest of her 
husband Murat. 

85. The general gloom was sensibly 
increased when the message of Napo- 
leon, dated March 26, to the conseiTa- 



tive senate, amiounced that a fresh con- 
scription was to be raised of eighty 
thousand men, in March 1807, for Sep- 
tember 1808. This was the third levy 
which had been called for since the 
Prussian war began; the fii'st when 
the contest commenced, the second 
during the triumph and exultation 
which followed the victory of Jena, 
the third amidst the gloom and des- 
pondency which succeeded the car- 
nage of Eylau. No words can do jus- 
tice to the consternation which this 
third requisition excited amongst all 
classes, especially those whose children 
wera likely to be reached by the de- 
structive scourge. In vain the bulle- 
tins annoimced that victories were 
gained with hardly any loss. The 
terrific demand of three different con- 
scriptions, amounting to no less than 
two hundred and forty thousand men, 
in seven months, too clearly demon- 
strated the feai<ful chasms which sick- 
ness and the sword of the enemy had 
made in their ranks. The number of 
young men who annually attained the 
age of eighteen in France, which was 
the period selected for the conscrip- 
tion, was about two hundred thousand. 
Thus, in half a year, more than a 
whole annual generation had been re- 
quired for a service which experience 
had now proved to be almost certain 
destruction. So great was the general 
apprehension, that the government did 
not venture to promulgate the order 
until, by emissaries, and articles in the 
public journals, the public mind had 
been in some degree prepared for the 
shock. When it was announced, Reg- 
nault St Jean d'Angely, the orator in> 
trusted with the task, shed tears ; and 
even the obsequious senate could not 
express theii* acquiescence by any of 
the acclamations with which they 
usually received the imperial man- 
dates. So powerful was the public 
feeling, so visible and universal the 
expression of terror in the capital, 
that it was found necessary to assuage 
the general grief by a clause, declaring 
that the new levy was at first to be 
merely organised as an army of reserve 
for the ddfence of the frontier, under 
veteran generals, members of the con- 
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servative senate. These promises, how- 
ever, proved entirely elusory. The 
victory of Friedland saved the new 
conscripts from the slaughter of the 
Russian bayonets, only to reserve 
them for the Caudine forks, or the 
murder of the guerillas in the fields of 
Spain. 

86. Meanwhile the prodigious ac- 
tivily of the Emperor was employed, 
during the cessation of hostilities in 
Poland, in the most active measures 
to repair his losses, organise the new 
levies, wring the sinews of war out of 
the conquered provinces, and hasten 
forward the conscripts as fast as they 
joined their depots on all the roads 
leading to the theatre of war. All the 
highways converging from France and 
ItsJy to the Vistula were covered with 
troops, artillery, ammunition, and 
stores of all sorts, for the use of the 
army. ExteuBive purchases of horses 
in Holstein, Flanders, and Saxony, 
provided for the remounting of the 
cavalry and the artillery-drivers ; while 
enormous requisitions everywhere in 
Germany,* furnished the means of sub- 
sistence to the unwieldy multitude who 

* Tho requisitions from the city of Ham- 
burg and the Hanse Towns will give an idea of 
the almost incredible extent to which these 
exactions were carried by Napoleon at this 
time ; and of the blind violence with which 
he pursued the English commerce at the 
very time that it had become, from his own 
acts, indispensable for the equipment of his 
troops. By an imperial . decree, in March 
1807, Hamburg was ordered to furnish-^ 

200,000 pairs of shoes ; 
50,000 great-coats ; 
16,000 coats; 
37,000 waistcoats. 

M. Bourrienne, the resident at Hamburg, 
who was charged with the execution of this 
order, had no alternative but to contract 
with Stifflith houses for these enormous sup- 
plies, which all the industry of the north of 
Germany could not furnish within the pre- 
scribed time ; and as the same necessity was 
felt universally, the result was, that when 
the Grand Army took the field in June, it 
was almost all equipped in the cloth of Leeds 
and Halifax, and that too at a time when the 
penalty of death was affixed to the importa- 
tion of English manufactures of any sort ! 
A full enumeration of all the contributions 
levied on Germany during the war of 1807, 
will be given in a succeeding chapter, drawn 
f^om official sources : the magnitude of them 
almostexceeds belief.— See £k>uRaiENKS, vii. 
S93, 294. 



were now assembled on the shores of 
the Vistula. Nay, so far did the pro- 
vident care of the Emperor go, and so 
strongly did he feel the imminent 
danger of his pi*esent situation, that, 
while his proclamations breathed only 
the language of confidence, and spoke 
of caiTying the French standards across 
the Niemen, he was in fact making 
the most extensive preparations for a 
defensive warfare, and anticipating a 
struggle for life or death on the banks 
of the Rhine. By indefatigable exer- 
tions, and forcing up every sabre and 
bayonet from the rear, he was ere long^ 
enabled to calculate on eighty tiiou> 
sand combatants ready for action on, 
every point which might be threatened 
on the Passarge : but this was all he 
could rely on out of three hundred and 
thirty thousand French and their allies, 
who formed, or were marching to rein- 
force, the Qrand Army. No less than, 
sixty thousand were in hospital, or had 
become marauders, and had never re- 
joined their colours since the desperate 
shock at Eylau. All the fortresses- 
on the Rhine and on the Flemish fron- 
tier were armed, and put in a posture- 
of defence. The new levy was directed 
to be placed in five camps, to cover the 
most unprotected points of the territory 
of the empire ; while the whole vete- 
rans in the interior were called out and 
organised into battalions with thecoast- 
guard, to protect the coasts of Flanders 
and the Channel, and overawe the dis- 
contented in Brittany and La Vendue. 
** It is necessary, " said he, ** that at 
the sight of the triple barrier of camps 
which surround our territory, as at 
the aspect of the triple line of for- 
tresses which cover our frontier, the 
enemy should be undeceived in their 
extravagant expectations, and see the 
necessity of returning, from the impos- 
sibility of success, to sentiments of mo- 
deration." 

87. Neither Napoleon nor his ene- 
mies were mistaken in the estimate 
which they formed of the perilous na- 
ture of the crisis which succeeded the 
battle of Eylau. Nothing can be moi'o 
ceitain than that a second dubious en- 
counter on the Vistula would have 
been immediately followed by a disa&- 
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irons retreat beyond the Rhine. Met- 
temich afterwards said to the ministers 
of the French Emperor, " We can af- 
ford to lose many battles, but a single 
defeat will destroy your master ; " and 
such, in truth, was the situation of 
France during the whole reign of Na^ 
poleon. It is the precarious tenure by 
which power is held by all those who 
rest for their support upon ihe prestige 
of opinion or the fervour of passion, 
whether democratic or military, which 
is the secret cause of their ultimate fall 
Constant success, fresh victories, an un- 
broken series of triumphs, are indis- 
pensable to the existence of such an 
authority. It has no middle ground 
to retire to, no durable interests to 
rouse for its support; it has perilled 
all upon a single throw; the alterna- 
tive is always universal empire or total 
ruin. This was not the case in a 
greater degree with Napoleon than any 
other conqueror in similar circum- 
stances. It obtained equally with 
Csesar, Alexander, and Tamerlane ; it 
is to be seen in the British empire in 
India ; it is the invariable attendant of 
power in all ages, founded on the 
triumphs of passion over the durable 
and persevering exertions of reason and 
interest* It is a constant sense of 
this truth which is the true key to the 
character of Napoleon, which explains 
alike what the world erroneously caUed 
his insatiable ambition and his obsti- 
nate retention of the vantage-ground 
which he had gained; which was at 
once the secret reason of his advance 
to the Kremlin, and of his otherwise 
inexplicable stay at Moscow and Dres- 
den. He knew that, throughout his 
whole career, he could not retain ex- 
cept by constantly advancing, and that 
the fint step in retreat was the com- 
mencement of ruin. 

88. The Polish winter campaign 
demonstrates, in the most striking 
manner, the ruinous effects to the 
common cause, and in an especial 

* When Lord Ellenborough gave his con- 
sent to the second advance of the British to 
Cabul, in 1841, under Generals Nottand Pol- 
lock, he said in his despatobee to these gene- 
rals, ** Recollect, a second disaster like that 
of the Coord-Cabul Pass will lose us our In- 
dian Empire. 



manner to the interests of their own 
monarchy, which resulted from the 
disgraceful capitulations of the Prus- 
sian fortresses in the preceding autumn. 
When the balance quivered at Eylau, 
the arrival of Lestocq would have 
given the Russians a decisive victory, 
had it not been for the great suc- 
cesses of Davoust on the lefty and the 
tardy appearance of Ney on the right. 
Whereas, if the governors of the Prus- 
sian fortresses on the Elbe and the 
Oder had done their duty, these two 
corps would have been engaged far in 
the rear — Ney around the walls of 
Magdebux^, Davoust before Stettin, 
Ciistrin, and Glogau. Saragossa^ with 
no defence biit an old wadl and the 
heroism of its inhabitants, held out 
after fifty days of open trenches against 
two French corps; TaiTagona fell 
after as many. If the French mar- 
shals had, in like manner, been de- 
tained two months, or even six weeks, 
before each of the great fortresses of 
Prussia, time would have been gained 
to organise the resources of the eastern 
provinces of the monarchy, and Russia 
would have gained a decisive victory 
at Eylau, or driven Napoleon to a di^ 
astrous retreat from the Vistula — a 
striking proof of the danger of military 
men mingling political with warlike 
considerations, or adopting any other 
line, when charged with the interests 
of their country, than the simple 
course of military duty. 

89. Benningsen's assembling of his 
army in silence behind the dark screen 
of the Johansberg forest ; the hardi- 
hood and resolution of his winter 
march across Poland; and his bold 
stroke at the left wing of the French 
ai'my when reposing in its canton- 
ments, were entitled to the very high- 
est praise, and if executed with more 
vigour at the moment of attack, would 
have led to the most important re- 
sults. His subsequent retreat in pre- 
sence of the Grand Army, without 
any serious loss, and the desperate 
stand he made at Eylau, as well as the 
skill with which the attacks of Na- 
poleon were baffled on that memorable 
field, deservedly place him in a very 
high rank among the commanders ot 
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that age of glory. Napoleon's ad- 
vance to Pultusk and Golymin, and 
subsequently his march from Warsaw 
towards Konigsbeig, in the depth of 
winter, were distinguished by all Ms 
usual skill in combination and yigour 
in execution ; but the results were 
very different from what had attend- 
ed the turning of the Austrian and 
Prussian armies at Ulm and Jena. 
Columns were here cut ofl^ communi' 
cations threatened, corps planted in 
the rear, but no tremendous disasters 
such as had previously been expe- 



rienced were sustained ; the Russians 
fronted quickly and fought desperately 
on every side, and from the hiusardous 
game the assailant suffered nearly as 
much as the retiring party. A striking 
proof of what so many other events 
during the war conspired to demon- 
strate, that a certain degree of native 
resolution will often isucoeed in foiling 
the greatest military genius, and thai 
it was as much to the want of that 
essential quality in his opponents, as to 
his own talents, that the previous 
triumphs of Napoleon had been owiog. 



CHAPTER XLV. 



3X)ME8nO AND FOBXIGN MJBABUBES OF MB FOX's ADMDflSTRA^nON. 

FBB. 1806 — ^MABCH 1807. 



1. If history were composed merely 
of the narrative of wars and campaigns, 
it would, how interesting soever to 
the lovem of adventure, or important 
to those intrusted with the national 
defence, be justly subject to the re- 
proach of being occupied only with 
the passions and oalainities of man- 
kind. But even in the periods when 
military exploit appears to be most 
conspicuous, and battles and sieges 
seem to occupy exclusively the atten tion 
of the historian, great and important 
civil changes are going forward ; and 
the activity of the human mind, 
aroused by the perils which prevail, 
and the forcible collision of interests 
and passions which is induced, is 
driven into new channels, and turned 
to the investigation of fresh objects of 
thought. It is the tendency of those 
periods of tranquillity, when no serious 
concerns, whether of nations or indi- 
viduals, are at stake, to induce a state 
of torpor and inactivity in the national 
dispositions. Mankind repose after 
their struggles and their dangers ; 
the arts of peace, social interests, the 
abstract sciences, are cultivated ; the 



violent passions, the warm enthusiasm, 
the enduring fortitude of former days, 
pass into the page of history, and ex- 
cite the astomshment or provoke the 
ridicule of their pacific successors. 
Such a period is, of all others, the 
most conducive to general happiness ; 
but it is far from being that in which 
the greatest and most original efforts 
of human thought are made. Selfish- 
ness, like a gangrene^ then comes to 
overspread the state, and generosity 
of feeling, equally with elevation of 
thought, a^ lost in the pursuit of 
private interest. The age of the An- 
tonines in ancient, the era of the 
Gteorges in modem times, were un- 
questionably those when the greatest 
sum of general happiness prevailed in 
the Roman and Britiidi empires ; but 
we shall look in vain in the authors or 
statesmen of either for the original 
thought) vigorous expression, or dis- 
interested foaling, which characterised 
the stormy peri^ oi Gsesar and Pom- 
pey, of Cromwell and Napoleon. 

2. The accession of the Whig min- 
istry to the direction of affadrs was an 
event eminently calculated to afford 
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full scope for the practical application, 
to the measures of the legislature, of 
those ideas of social improvement which 
the agitation and excitement of the pre- 
ceding fifteen years had caused to take 
deep root among a large proportion of the 
thinking part of the people. The men 
who had now succeeded to the helm em- 
braced a considerable part of the aristo- 
cracy, much of the talent, and still more 
of the philanthropy of the state. For a 
long course of years they had been ex- 
cluded from power; and during that 
time they had been led, both by prin- 
ciple and interest, to turn their attenion 
to those projects of social amelioration 
which the French Revolution had ren- 
dered generally prevalent among the 
democratic classes, and which were in 
an eminent degree calculated to win the 
affections of the popular party through- 
out the kingdom. The period, there- 
fore, when the leaders, by their instal- 
lation in power, obtained the means of 
carrying their projected changes into 
effect, is of importance, not merely as 
evincing the character and objects of 
a party justly celebrated in English 
history both for their talents and 
achievements, but as illustrating the 
modification which revolutionary prin- 
ciples receive when adopted by the 
highest class of persons, long ti*ained 
to the habits and speculations of a free 
country. 

S. The composition of the army was 
the first matter which underwent a 
thorough discussion, and was subject- 
ed to a different system, in consequence 
of the accession of the new administra- 
tion. Notwithstanding the uniform 
opposition which the MVliigs had offer- 
ed to the war, and the censures which 
they had in general bestowed upon all 
Mr Pitt's measures for increasing the 
naval and military establishments of 
the country, it had now become pain- 
fully evident, even to themselves, that 
the nation was involved in a contest^ 
which might be of very long duration, 
with a gigantic foe, and that the whole 
resources of the country might be 
speedily required to combat for the 
national existence with the veteran 
legions of Napoleon on the shores of 
Britain. The means of recruiting 



which can exist in a free country ax^ 
altogether unequal to those which aro 
at the command of a despotic one, 
whether monarchical or democratic, 
unless in those i*are periods of public 
excitement when the intensity of patri< 
otic feeling supplies the want of powers 
of compulsion on the part of the exe- 
cutive. Accordingly, throughout the 
whole war, great difficulty had been 
experienced by the British government 
in providing a proper supply of sol- 
diers for the regular army. The only 
method pursued was voluntary enlist- 
ment — the jealousy of a free constitu- 
tion not permitting a conscription, ex- 
cept for the militia, which could not 
legally be sent out of the kingdom — 
and the success of the attempt to ex- 
tend this system to the raising of troops 
of the line by balloting for fifty thou- 
sand men to compose the army of re- 
serve, in 1803, hsbd not been such as to 
hold out any inducement for a repe- 
tition of the attempt. It had not pro- 
duced thirty-five thousand effective sol- 
diers, though fifty thousand had been 
the number voted by parliament, and 
ordered to be raised. Enlistment fov 
life was the system universally pur- 
sued — it being thought that in a coun- 
tiy where the pay of the soldier was 
necessarily, from the expense of the 
establishment, less than the wages of 
ordinary workmen, to allow a power 
of retiring after a stated period of ser- 
vice was over might endanger the 
state, by thinning the ranks of the 
army at the most critical periods. To 
this point the attention of former ad- 
ministrations had frequently been di- 
rected, and a recent change had been 
made by Mr Pitt, whichhad considerably 
increased the annual supply of recruits 
by enlistment. But the new ministry 
introduced at once a total change of 
system, by the introduction of enlist- 
ments for a limited period of service. 

4. It was argued in parliament by 
the supporters of this change, and espe- 
cially by Mr Windham— "The fate 
of nations at all times, when contend- 
ing with one another, has been deter- 
mined chiefly by the composition of 
their armies. The times are past, 
if they iever existed, when one oountry 
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contended against another by the gene- 
ral strength of its population, when the 
strength of the army was the mere 
amount of the physical force and courage 
of the individuals who composed it. 
Armies are now the champions on 
cither side to which the countries en- 
gaged commit their quarrel, and when 
the champion falls the cause is lost. 
The notion of a levy en masse or volun- 
tary force, therefore, would seem to be 
one to which it would be wholly un- 
safe to trust. In how many instances 
has it ever happened that, when the 
army was defeated, the contest has 
been restored by the efforts of the 
people at large ? The people in mass 
are like metal in the ore ; and as all 
the iron that ever came from a Swedish 
mine would never hew a block or 
divide a plank till it was wrought and 
fashioned into the shape of a hatchet 
or a saw, so the strength of a people 
can never, perhaps, be made capable 
of producing much effect in war till it 
is extracted partially, and moulded into 
that factitious and highly polished in- 
strument called an army. What are 
the two events which more than any 
other two have decided the present fate 
of the world ? The battles of Marengo 
and Austerlitz. Yet what were the 
numbers there employed, the space 
occupied, or the lives lost, compared to 
the states and kingdoms whose fate 
was then decided ? Yet such was the 
fact; millions hung upon thousands; 
the battles were lost, and Europe sub- 
mitted to the conqueror. It was not 
because there did not exist in those 
countries, then irretrievably worsted, 
a brave and warlike people, animated 
by the strongest feelings of devotion 
to their sovereign, and abhorring the 
idea of a foreign yoke. All these were 
there ; twenty-five millions of men 
burning with patriotic ardour were 
around the Emperor ; but the regular 
armies were defeated, and submission 
was a matter 6f necessity. 

5. ''Assuming, then, the importance 
of r^^ar armies, which no one denies, 
but every one seems disposed to forget, 
the question is, how are they to be ob- 
tained ? above all, how are we to insure 
to this country, what unquestionably 



it has never had, a never-lailing and 
adequate supply of regular soldiers ? 
The nature of things here yields us but 
the option of two thii^s — choice or 
force. In the Continental monarchies 
recourse is usually had to the latter of 
these modes ; and undoubtedly, wher- 
ever the power of government is such 
that it has nothing to do but send its offi- 
cers forth to seize the peasantry and 
force them to become soldiers, there 
can be no process so easy, effectual, 
and certain. But every one must be con- 
scious that this is a mode of proceeding 
impracticable, except in extreme emer- 
gencies, in this country. Not that the- 
power is wanting in government of or- 
dering such a levy, but that the mea- 
sures of force we can employ are so- 
abhorrent to public feeling, so restrict- 
ed and confined by legal forms, that 
their effect is almost reduced to no- 
thing. Even if it could be enforced^ 
the real character of such a compul- 
sory service is only that of a tax, and 
of the worst of all taxes — a tax by lot. 
We hear every day that half measures 
will no longer suffice, that something, 
effectual must be done ; but if fi*om 
these generalities you descend to par- 
ticulars, and propose to renew the act- 
for the army of reserve, the feeling is 
immediately changed, and all declare 
they are decidedly against any mea- 
sure of the sort. It is impossible to- 
say to what the exigencies and neces- 
sities of the times may drive us ; but 
unless a more urgent necessity is gene- 
rally felt than exists at this moment,, 
measures so oppressive in their imme- 
diate effects, so injurious in their ulti- 
mate results, shoidd not be resorted ta 
till it is proved by experience that all 
others have failed. 

6. " Voluntary enlistment, therefore^ 
is the only resource which remains ta 
us, and yet the experience of thirteen 
yeaiV warfare has now sufficiently de- 
monstrated that from this source, in 
the present state and habits of our 
population, it is in vain to expect a 
sufficient supply of soldiers. If, how- 
ever, you cannot change the habits or 
occupations of your people, what re- 
mains to be done but to increase the 
inducements to enter the army t With- 
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out thiB, our means of recruiting must 
be little better than deception and ar- 
tifice. We are in the state of men 
selling wares inferior in value to the 
price they ask for them ; and accord- 
ingly, none but the ignorant and 
thoughtless will ever be tempted to 
become buyers. To such a height has 
this arisen, that of late years our only 
resource has been recruiting boys. 
Hen grown up, even with all the gross- 
ness, ignorance, and improvidence in- 
cident to the lower orders, are too wai'y 
to accept our offers ; we must add to 
the thoughtiessness arising from situa- 
tion the weakness and improvidence of 
youth. The practice of giving bounties 
is decisive proof of this ; whatever is 
bestowed in that way shows that the 
service does not stand upon its true 
footing. Men require no temptation 
to engage in a profession which has 
sufficient inducements of its own. 
Never can the system of supplying the 
army be considered as resting upon its 
proper basis till the necessity of boun- 
ties shall have ceased, and the calling 
of a soldier shall be brought to the 
level with other trades and professions, 
for entering into which no man receives 
a premium, but where, on the contrary, 
a premium is frequently paid for per- 
mission to enter. 

7. ** The great change by which this 
might, at first sight, appear likely to 
be effected, is by raising the pay. But 
independently of the financial embar- 
rassments which any considerable al- 
teration in that respect would produce, 
there is an invincible objection to such 
a change in the licentious habits, in- 
consistent with military discipline, 
which an undue command of money 
would generate among the soldiers. 
Provisions in sickness and old age; 
pensions for the wounded; honorary 
distinctions suited to the rank, situa- 
tion, and condition of the party, are 
much safer recommendations; but, 
above all, a change in the period of en- 
listment^ from life to a limited time, is 
the great alteration to which we must 
look for elevating the attractions of the 
army. This is the system of service 
in all the states of Europe except our 
own, and it is the condition of enter- 



ing that large and efficient part of our 
own forces, now a hundred thousand 
strong, which is composed of the re- 
gular militia. That this system will 
have the effect of inducing men to 
enter, is so dear, so certain, so totally 
inoontrovertible, that it is unnecessary 
to urge it Thei*e is no man who 
would not prefer having an option to 
having none. Our immense armies in 
India are all raised, and that too with- 
out the slightest difficulty, for limited 
service. A system of rewards for the 
regular and faithful soldier should al- 
so be established ; and that severity of 
discipline which is at present so much 
an object of terror to all persons of re* 
gular habits, should be materially 
softened. Not that it will, in all proba^ 
bility, ever be possible to dispense ea^ 
tirely with corporal punishment in the 
army; for there are some turbulent 
spirits who can only be i^ressed by 
the fear of it But the discipline may 
be rendered infinitely less rigoroua. 
By this means a better description of 
men will be induced to enter the army ; 
and the better men you get, the less 
necessity there will be for severe pun- 
ishment By these changes, also, the 
temptation to desertion will be great- 
ly diminished, the great and alarm* 
ing frequency of which, of late yean, 
has been mainly owing to high boun-* 
ties and bad regulations ; and in legis- 
lating for this matter, it is material to 
invest courts-martial with a discre- 
tionary power to modify the penalty 
of desertion most materially, or take 
it away altogether, if it has been com- 
mitted only in a moment of intoxica- 
tion, or from the influence of bad ex- 
ample, or the soldier has made amends 
by returning to his colours. 

8. " It is a mistake to argue that the 
benefits I have proposed to introduce, 
being for the most part prospective, 
and to be reaped only at the end of 
seven or fourteen years, will not influ- 
ence the inconsiderate 'description of 
men who form tiie great bulk of our 
common soldiers. That may be true 
as it relates to the description of men 
who, under the combined influenoe of 
bounties and intoxication on the one 
hand, and serrice for life and flogging 
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on the other, almost exdusively enter 
our service. But the great benefit 
which may fairly be expected to result 
from a measure of the sort now pro- 
posed is, that it will introduce a new 
and better description of persons into 
the army, not altogether so thought- 
less or inconsiderate, but who are at- 
tracted by the advantages which the 
miUtary service holds out. Such con- 
siderations may frequently, indeed, 
have little weight with the young man 
himself, but will they prove equally 
unavailing with his relations, arrived 
at a more advanced period of life, and 
familiar, £rom experience, with the dif- 
ficulty of getting on in every profes- 
sion? What attracts young men of 
family into the East India Company's 
service, notwithstanding all the disad- 
vantages of a lifetime spent in exile, 
and a climate so deadly that not one 
in ten survives it? Not present ad- 
vantages ; for the pay, for the first ten 
yean, barely equds the young man's 
expenses. It is ultimate benefits: 
the spectacle of nabobs frequently 
returning with fortunes ; the certainty 
that all who survive will become en- 
titled, after a specified period of ser- 
vice, to pensions, considerable with 
reference to the rank of life to which 
they belong. Such considerations may 
not be so decisive with the lower or- 
ders as they are with the higher ; but 
there is no rank to whom the sight 
of the actual enjoyment of the advan- 
tag'es of a particular profession will 
not speedily prove an attraction. 

9. " To effect these objects, I propose 
that the term of military service should 
be divided into three periods — viz. 
seven, fourteen, and twenty-one years 
for the infantry, but ten, sixteen, and 
twenty-five for the artillery and caval- 
ry, in consideration of the additional 
time requisite to render men efficient 
in those branches of service. At the 
end of each of these periods, the sol- 
dier is to have right to his discharge. 
If discharged at the close of 'the firat, 
he is to have right to exercise his trade 
or calling in any town of the kingdom ; 
at the end of the second, besides that 
advantage, to be entitled to a pension 
far life ; at the end of the third, to the 



full allowance of CheUea, which should 
be raised to 9d., and in some cases to 
Is. a-day. If wounded or disabled in 
the service, to receive the sam« pen- 
sion as if he had served out his full 
time. Desertion to be punished, in the 
first instance, by the loss of so many 
years' service; in very aggravated 
cases only, by corporal infliction. 
Great exaggeration appears to have 
prevailed as to the benefits to be de- 
rived from the volunteer systeuL It 
is impossible, in the nature of things, 
that such a force can be brought to 
such a state of efficiency as to be able 
to cope with regular forces. Essential 
service may be derived from su6h a 
force, but not in thj9 line to which they 
have at present been directed. With 
a view to bring them back to their 
proper sphere, as they were originally 
constituted in 1798, it would be ad- 
visable to reduce their allowances and 
relax their discipline. Those corps 
only which are in a rank of life to equip 
themselves, and are willing to serve 
without pay, should be retained; the 
remainder of the population should be 
loosely trained, imder regular officers^ 
to act as irregular troops. It is not by 
vainly imitating the dress, air, and 
movements of regular troops, that a 
volunteer force can ever be brought 
to render effectual service. These are 
my fixed ideas ; but as I find a volun- 
teer force already existing, it would 
not be poHtic at once to reduce itk 
All I propose, in the mean time, is to 
reduce the period of drilling from 
eighty-five days to twenty-six, and 
make other reductions which will save 
the nation £857,000 a-year ; all future 
volunteers to receive their pay only, 
and the trained bands to receive a 
shilling a-day for fourteen days a-year, 
but not to be dressed as soldiers, nor 
drilled and exercised as such. Rank 
should be taken from the volunteer 
officers; their holding it is a mon- 
strous injustice to the regular army." 
10. To these arguments it was an- 
swered by Lord Castlereagh and Mr 
Canning — " At no period of our history 
has the science, uniformity, and disci- 
pline of the British troops been com- 
parable to what it is at tiiis moment ; 
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and for these immense benefits the 
profession at large are aware we are 
more indebted to the improvements of 
the present commander-in-chief, (the 
Duke of York), than to any other in- 
diyidual in existence. Under his able 
administi*ation, the army is consider- 
ably superior in number to what it 
ever was at any former period.* The 
recruiting, as it now exists, is steadily 
producing sixteen thousand soldiers a- 
year ; and when the act for its future 
regulation is generally enforced, which 
is not yet the case, this number may 
be expected to be greatly increased. 
Is this a crisis to break up a system 
producing, and likely to produce, such 
results ? The average tear and wear of 
the army is about fifteen thousand a- 
year ; so that the present system is not 
only adequate to the maintenance of 
its numbers, but likely to lead to its 
increase. The proposed alteration on 
the term of service in the army is one 
of the most momentous that parlia- 
ment can be called on to discuss ; and 
for this above all other reasons, that 
the change, once introduced, is irre- 
parable. Be it good or be it bad in its 
results, it cannot be departed from; 
for when the soldiers have once tasted 
the sweets of limited, they will never 
submit to the restraints of unlimited, 
service. Surely, on so vital a subject, 
and where a false step once taken 
is irretrievable, it is expedient to pro- 
ceed with caution, and make the ex- 
periment on a small scale, before we 
organise all our defenders on the new 
system. 

11. "The system of enlisting for a 
limited period is no novelty ; its appli- 
cation on a great and universal scale 
alone is so. For the three last years 
our endeavours have been directed, 
while A superior encouragement was 
held out to persons entering for general 
service, to obtain at the same time the 
utmost possible number of men for 
limited service in the army — ^both in 
the army of reserve, and latterly under 
the Additional Force Act. If, then, 

* RaOXTLARS AST> MlUTZA. 

Ist January 1802, . . 242,440 



Ist January 1804, 
Ist March 180C, 



284,005 
207,664 



we have failed in obtaining an adequate 
supply of men even under a limited 
scale, both in time and space, how cao 
we expect to obtain that advantage by 
taking away one of these limitatioDS t 
If, indeed, we could not., under the pre- 
sent system, obtain an adequate force 
liable to be detached abroad, there 
might be a necessity for some change 
in our system ; but when we have one 
hundred and sixty-five thousand men 
liable to be sent abroad, and the only 
check upon so employing them is the 
necessity of not weakening ourselves 
too much at home, why should we pre- 
clude ourselves from raising, by the 
present method, such a description of 
force as experience has proved, in thia 
country at least, is most easily ob- 
tained ? The expiry of the soldier^s 
term of service must, independent of 
any casualties, produce a large chasnk 
in the army ; and what securily have 
we, that if the whole or l^e greater 
part of the army is raised in that way, 
a great, it may be a fatal, breach may 
not at some future period occur in our 
ranks at the very time when their ser- 
vices are most required? What the 
inconvenience of the soldiers being en- 
titled to their discharge at the end of 
each period during a war is likely to 
prove upon experience, may be judged 
of by recollecting how embarrassing 
this system some years back was found 
to be in the militia, notwithstanding' 
the great comparative facility of re- 
placing men when serving at home— 
an embarrassment so great, that it led 
as a matter of necessity to the extension 
of the term of service in that branch 
of our military system. What reason 
is there to suppose that the soldiers in 
the regular army will not be as prone 
as their brethren in the militia to take 
advantage of the option of a discharge 
when their title to demand it arrives f 
And if so, and this heavy periodical 
drain be added to the existing casu- 
alties of the troops, what chance have 
we of keeping up a force which even 
now wants twenty-five thousand men 
to complete its ranks f 

12. It is in vain to refer to foreign 
states as afibrding precedents in point ;. 
their situation is totally different from 
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ours. In Russia unlimited service pre- 
vails, and the same was the case in 
Austria during the best days of the 
monai'chy. In 1797 a similar regula- 
tion to the one under discussion was 
passed prospectively for the future, to 
take effect at the expiration of a cer- 
tain number of yeai'S, but it has not 
yet, I believe, been acted upon ; and if 
it has, the disasters of Hohenlinden 
and Ulm afford but little reason to re- 
commend its adoption. Napoleon's sol- 
diers are all raised by the conscription 
for unlimited service; and although, 
in the old French monai'chy, troops in 
sufficient numbers were certainly ob- 
tained by voluntary enlistment for 
limited periods, yet the period of ser- 
vice was more extended than that now 
proposed; and the circumstances of 
that oountiy, abounding in men, with 
few colonies to protect, and still fewer 
manufactories to draw off its super- 
fluous hands, and a strong military 
spirit in all classes, can afford no pre- 
cedent for this country, where em- 
ployment &om the prevalence of manu- 
factures is so much more frequent — 
whose population is by nearly a half 
less — which is burdened with a vast 
colonial empire, all parts of which re- 
quire defence — ^and where the natui'al 
bent of the people is rather to the sea 
than the land service. Nor is the re- 
ference to our East India possessions 
more fortunate; for the enlistment 
for a limited period prevailed in the 
Company's European regiments for a 
number of years, yet tibe battalions 
raised in this way were always weak 
in numbers and inefficient^ and were all 
reduced on that very account durmg 
Lord Comwallis's first government of 
India. All the prepossessions of Mr 
Pitt were in favour of limited service 
— ^his opinions on this subject were re- 
peatedly stated to the house. The opin- 
ions of a great variety of military men 
were taken on the subject ; but these 
opinions were so much divided, that he 
arrived at the conclusion that the in- 
conveniences and risks with which the 
change would be attended more than 
counterbalanced its probable advan- 
tages. 
18. ** The proposed changes on the 



volunteer force appear to be still more 
objectionable. Admitting that it is 
desirable to reduce the great expense of 
that part of our establishment ; allow- 
ing that, now that the corps have 
attained a considerable degree of ef- 
ficiency, it may be advisable to di- 
minish considerably the number of 
days in which they are to serve at the 
public expense, is that any reasons for 
substituting a tumultuary array, with- 
out the dress, discipline, or habits of 
soldiers, for a body of men qualified 
not only to act together, but capable, if 
drafted into the militia or the line, of 
at once acting with regular soldiers? 
Will the volunteer corps exist for any 
length of time under so marked a system 
of discouragement as it is proposed to 
impose upon them, without pay, with- 
out rank, without public favour? 
And is this the moment, when the 
whole military force of the Continent, 
with the exception of Russia, is in the 
hands of our enemies, to incur the 
hazard of substituting, for a voluntary 
disciplined, a motley array of undisci- 
plined forces, and ruA the risk of ex- 
citing the disaffection of the powerful 
bands who, at the call of their sove- 
mgn, have so nobly come forward for 
the public defence ? 

14. " At the commencement of the 
present war we raised eighty thousand 
men for the militia^ and fifty thousand 
for the regular army, by the operation 
of the ballot. That system has its evils ; 
but when it is indispensable in a given 
time to raise a large force for the public 
service, there is no alternative. In re- 
cognising this right, however, which 
flows necessarily from the acknowledged 
title of the sovereign power to call for 
the assistance, in times of public 
danger, of all its subjects, parliament 
has been careful to fence it round with 
all the safeguards which the exercise 
of a prerogative so liable to abuse will 
admit of. It is determined by lot ; the 
person drawn has the option to provide 
a substitute; and this is the footing 
upon which the militia stands. A still 
further limitation exists where the call 
is made, not upon the individual, but 
the district ; and the district is allowed 
the option, instead of providing the 
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man, to pay a fine; and this la the 
principle on which the Additional 
Force Bill, at present in operatioUi 
which we are now called on to repeal, 
is founded. But the ballot for the 
militia is, by the proposed change, to 
oeaae on the termination of the war; 
it then ceases to be a militia, and be- 
comes a part of the regular force raised 
by the crown. The act proposed to be 
repealed is producing at the rate of 
eighteen thousand recruits a-year, be- 
sides the men raised by ballot for the 
militia. Proposing, as the ministers 
now do, to abandon at once both these 
resources, are they prepared to show 
that the new measures will supply this 
great deficiency ? Would it not be ex- 
pedient first to try the experiment on 
a small scale, to be assured of its sue- 
eess, before we commit the fortunes of 
the state to the result of the experi- 
ment ? It is an old military maxim, 
not to manoeuvre in presence of an 
enemy ; but the measures now in agi- 
tation do a great deal worse, for 
they not only change the composition 
of your force, but shake the loyalty 
and submission of the soldiers, in pre- 
sence of the most formidable military 
power Europe has ever witnessed." 

15. The bill met with a most strenu- 
ous opposition, although the early di- 
yisions which tookplaceuponit evinced 
a preponderance in favour of minis- 
ters;* but it at length passed both 
houses by a decided majority, the num- 
ber in the peers being ninety-seven to 
forty — giving a majority to ministers 
of fifty-seven. The clauses regarding 
the volunteer force, however, were 
abandoned or modified in the ultimate 
stages of the discussion, the effect of 
the bill as to them being limited to a 
proper restriction of the period of per- 
manent duty. But the great principle 
of enlisting for a limited service was 
by its passing introduced into the 
British army, and has never since been 
totally abandoned; and, considering 
the great achievements which it sub- 
sequently wrought, and the vast con- 

* The division which decided the principle 
of the bill took place on March 14, 18O0» when 
the numbers were— Ayes, 335; Noea^ 119: 
ICldority, IKk-^Atm. ReQ, 1806, p. 54. 



sumption of life which the new Bystem 
adequately supplied, its introductioii 
is to be regarded as a memorable era in 
the history of the war. 

16. If called upon to decide in favour 
of one or other of the able argumento 
uiged on the opposite sides of this im- 
portent question, it might perhaps be 
no easy matter to say <m which the 
weight of authority and reason prepon- 
derated. But experience, the great re* 
solver of political difficulties, has now 
settled the matter, and proved that 
Mr Windham rightly appreciated the 
principles of human nature on this 
subject^ and was warranted in hia be- 
lief that, without any increase of paj, 
limited service, with additional enoonp> 
agements in the way of retiring allow- 
ances and privileges, would provide a 
force perfectly adequate even to the 
most extensive military operations of 
Qreat Britain. Fi'om the officKsd re- 
turns, it appears that the rate of re- 
cruiting rose in a rapid and striking 
manner after the system of limited ser- 
vice was adopted, and, before the ex- 
piration of a year &om the time it was 
first put in force, had largely increased 
the annual supply of soldiers for the 
army.t Though variously modified, 
the same system prevailed during the 
remainder of the war, at least to a oeiw 
tain extent, with perfect success in 
every branch of the service ; and to itt 
influence, combined with the improved 
regulations for discipline, pay, and re* 
tiring allowances, great part of the fjio* 
ries of the Peninsular campaigns is to 
be ascribed. On examining the oonfi- 
dent opinions expressed by many emi- 
nent and respectable military men, on 
the impossibUity of providing an ade- 
quate supply of force for the English 

t OLD SYSTEM. 

January 1 to July 1, 1805, . 10,028 

July 1, 1805, to January 1, 180(^ . 9,04S 
January 1 to July 1, 1806, . .10,78$ 
July 1, 1806, to January 1, 1807, . 6,270 
(Newaystem in operation on January 1, 1807.) 

NSW STBTBU. BacBvm> 

January 1, to July 1. 1807, . 11,412 

July 1, 1807, to Janwaxy 1, 1808, . 7,784 
Bate of recruiting from Januaiy 1, to 

April 1, 1808 21,000 

Ditto from April 1 to July 1, 1808^ 24,000 
"Awn. Reg. 1806, 40, 41. 
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army by such a method, it is difficult 
to avoid the inference, that implicit 
reliance is not always to be placed on 
the views of practical men in legisla- 
tive improvements; that their tenacity 
to existing institutions is often as great 
as the proneness of theoretical inno- 
Tators to perilous change. Little credit 
is to be given to the most eminent pro- 
fessional persons when they claim for 
the people of a particular country an 
exemption from the ordinary principles 
of human nature; and true political 
wisdom is to be gathered, not by dis- 
carding the lessons of experience, but 
by extending the basis on which they 
are founded, and drawing conclusions 
rather from a general deduction of the 
history of mankind^ than ^-om the li- 
mited views, however respectably sup- 
ported, of particular individuals. 

17. To these observations on Hr 
Windham's military system, however, 
one exception must be made in regaixd 
to that fMirt of his plan which related 
to -the volunteers. There can be no 
doubt that in this particular he did not 
display the same knowledge of human 
nature which was elsewhere conspicu- 
ous in his designs. Admitting that the 
volunteers were very tax indeed from 
being equal to the r^ular forces — ^that 
their cost was exceedingly burdensome, 
and that they could not be relied on as 
more than auxiliaries to the army — 
still in that capacity they were most 
valuable, and were not only qualified 
to render some service by tiLemselves, 
but of incalculable importonce as form- 
ing a reserve to replenish the ranks of 
the regular forces. The campaigns of 
1812 and 1813 in Bussia and Germany 
demoastrate of what vast service such 
a foroe^ progressively incorporated with 
thebattalionsof theregular army, comes 
to be in real warfare, when the ranks 
of the latter are thinned, and how ra- 
pidly they acquire the discipline and 
efficiency of veteran troops. In this 
view the tumultuary array of Mr 
Windham, without the dothing, disci- 
pline, or organisation of soldiers, could 
have been of little or no utility. Nor 
is it of less moment that the volunteer 
system, by interesting vast multitudes 
in the occupations, feelings, and hon- 



our of soldiers, powerfully contributes 
to nourish and expand that military 
ardour in all ranks which is indispen- 
sable to great martial achievements. 
Veteran troops, indeed, may smile when 
they behold novices in the military art 
imitating the dress, manners, and habits 
of soldiers ; but the experienced com- 
mander, versed in the regulating prin- 
ciples of human exertion, will not deem 
such aids to patriotic luxlour of little 
importance, and will willingly fan the 
hai*mless vanity which makes the young 
aspirant imagine that his corps has in 
a few weeks acquired the efficiency of 
regular forces. Imitation even of the 
uniform, air, and habit of soldiers, is 
a powerful principle in transferring the 
military ardour to the breasts of civil- 
ians. Philopoemen judged wisely when 
he recommended his officers to be se- 
dulously elegant in their habiliments, 
arms, and appointments. He was well 
acquainted with human nature who 
said, that to women and soldiers dress 
is a matter of no ordinary importance. 
Many nations have been saved from 
slavexy by the passion for what an in« 
experienced observer would call mere 
foppery. 

18. In later times, the system of tem« 
porary service has been in a great de- 
gree superseded in the British army, 
and nearly all recruits are now enlisted 
for life. And in weighing the compa- 
rative merit of these two opposite sys- 
tems, it wiU probably be found that the 
plan of enlisting men for limited periods 
is the most advisablein nations in whom 
the military spirit runs high, or the ad- 
vantages of the military service are such 
as to secure at aU times an ample supply 
of young men for the army, and where 
it is of importance to train as large a 
portion as possible of the population to 
the skilful use of arms, in order to form 
a reserve for the regular force in pe- 
riods of danger; and that enlistment 
for life is more applicable to those na- 
tions or situations where no national 
danger is apprehended, and it is the 
object of government rather to secure 
a permanent body of disciplined men, 
subject to no cause of decrease but the 
ordinary casualties of the service, in 
the ordinary pacific duties, than spread 
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far and wide through the nation the 
passion for glory or the tise of arms. 
A provident administration will always 
have a system established, capable either 
of contraction or expansion, which em- 
braces both methods of raising soldiers ; 
and this, for nearly thirty years, has 
been the case with the British army. 

19. Important as the matter thus 
submitted to parliament in its ultimate 
consequences undoubtedly was, when 
it is recollected what a great and glo- 
rious part the British army bore in the 
close of the struggle, it yet yielded in 
magnitude to the next great subject 
which the new ministers brought for- 
wai*d for consideration. This was the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade — a 
measure which, in its remote effects, 
seems destined to afifect the fortunes of 
half the human race. This great change 
was not finally completed till the fol- 
lowing session of parliament ; but the 
preparatory steps were taken in this, 
and it belongs properly to the present 
period of English history, which treats 
of the measures of the Whig adminis- 
tration. 

20. It was urged by Mr Hibbert and 
the advocates of the West India interest^ 
both in and out of parliament, *^ The 
British West India Idands were settled, 
and have ever been cultivated, under 
the solemn faith of those charters and 
proclamations, and those acts of parlia- 
ment, which have confirmed these plan- 
tations in the most peifect assurance 
that they should continue to receive 
supplies of negroes from Africa. The 
agriculture of these colonies cannot be 
carried on except by means of slave- 
labour; and the cultivation of their in- 
terior, which is indispensable to their 
security, cannot be promoted if the 
elave trade be abolished. If this bill 
shall pass into a law, the very worst 
effects may be anticipated from the 
<ihange, not only to the colonies them- 
selves, but to the general interests of 
the empire. The commerce which the 
West Indies maintain is the most im- 
portant of the whole British dominions. 
It pays annually in duties to the public 
treasury upwards of je3,000,000 ; em- 
ploys more than sixteen thousand sea- 
men ; contributes one-third to the whole 



exports, and one-thii<d to the imports ; 
takes off yearly £6,000,000 worth of do- 
mestic manufactures; and is pre-emi- 
nently distinguished above all others by 
tills important feature, that it is all with- 
in ourselves, and not liable, like other 
foreign trade, to be turned to our disad- 
vantage on a rupture with the power 
with whom it is conducted. This znea- 
sure, however, if carried into effect, 
must in a few years diminish the pro- 
perty vested in the British West India 
Islands, and open the means of rapidly 
advancing the progress of rival colo- 
nies, to whom the advantages of a full 
supply of negroes will stiU remain open. 
It must forbid the supply of losses to 
the negro population, which originate 
in accident or diseases peculiar to the 
climate, and which the most humane 
and provident management is unable 
altogether to prevent; stop the com- 
pletion of establishments already be- 
gun; and altogether prevent the exten- 
sion of cultivation into the interior of 
the islands, without which they can 
never either attain a state of seourity, 
or reach the degree of wealth and splen- 
dour of which they are susceptible. 

21. " The most disastrous effects, 
both to individuals and the public, may 
be anticipated from the ultimate con- 
sequences of the measure imder consi- 
deration. Not to mention the confusion 
and ruin which it must occasion to £ei- 
milies ; the capital now sunk in culti- 
vation which it must destroy; the cala- 
mities attendant on revolt and insur- 
rection which it will in all probability 
occasion; the emigration it will induce 
in all who have the means of extricat- 
ing themselves or their capital from 
so precarious a situation ; tiie despair 
and apathy which it will spread through 
those who have not means of escape ; 
what incalculable evils must it produce 
among the black population t The abo- 
lition of the slave trade is a question 
which it is at all times perilous to agi- 
tate, from the intimate connection which 
it has in the minds of the negroes with 
the abolition of slavery itself, and thene- 
cessary effect which it must have in per* 
petuating the discussion of that subject 
in the mother country, to th^ total de- 
struction of all security in the planten^ 
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or repose in the minds of the alaye po- 
pulatioiL From the moment that this 
bill passes, e^ery white man in the West 
Indies is sleeping on the edge of a yol- 
cano, which may at any moment explode 
and shiyer him to atoms. Throwing out 
of yiew altogether all considerations of 
interest, and yiewing this merely as a 
question of humanity, it is impossible to 
contemplate without the utmost alarm 
the perils with which it is fi-aught The 
existence of a black power in the neigh- 
bourhood of the most important island 
of the British West Indies, affords a 
memorable and dreadful lesson, record- 
ed in characters of blood, of the issue 
of doctrines intimately, constantly, and 
inseparably connected with the aboli- 
tion of the slaye trade. It is impossible 
to contemplate that yolcano without 
the deepest alarm, nor foiget that its 
horrors were produced by well-meant 
but ill-judged philanthropy, similar to 
that which is the prime moyer in the 
present question. 

22. '' It is a total mistake to suppose 
that the eyils, enormous and deplorable 
as they are, of Central Africa arise 
from the slaye trade. Those eyils are 
the consequence of the cruel habits 
and barbarous manners of its inhabi- 
tants; they existed for thousands of 
years before the slaye trade was heard 
of, and will continue for thousands of 
years after it is extinct Ciyilise the 
interior of that yast continent — hu- 
manise the manners of its inhabitants 
— abolish the sayage practice of sell- 
ing or putting to death captiyes made 
in war, and you indeed make a mighty 
step towards extirpating the eyils 
which we all lament But as long as 
these sayage customs preyail ; as long 
as the torrid zone is inhabited by a 
thousand tribes engaged in contests 
with each other, and with all of 
whom slayery to prisoners made in 
war is the only altematiye for death, 
it is hopeless to expect that the stop- 
page eyen of the whole yent which the 
purchase of negroes by Europeans af- 
fords, would sensibly affect the general 
preyalence of the slave traffic. What 
are the fifty thousand whom they an- 
nually transport across the Atlantic, to 
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the innumerable multitudes who are 
driyen across the Sahara desert^ or 
descend to Egypt for the yast markets 
of the Mussulman world ? But to sup- 
pose that the partial stoppage of it 
in the British dominions, that the {nro- 
hibition to transport the fifteen thou- 
sand negroes who are annually brought 
to our &ores, could haye a beneficial 
effect, is ridiculous. So far from pro- 
ducing such a result, its tendency will 
Ire diametrically the reyerse: it will 
driye the slaye trade from the superior 
to the inferior channd : from the gi'eat 
merchants of Liyerpool, who haye done 
so much — for their own interest, per- 
haps, but still done so much — ^to dimin- 
ish its horrors, to the Spaniards and 
Portuguese, who are as yet totally un- 
skilled in its management, and treat 
the captiyes with the utmost barbarity. 
As our own colonies decline from the 
stoppage of this supply of labourers^ 
those of the other nations who have 
not fettered themselyes in the same 
way will augment ; the cultiyation of 
sugar for the European market will 
ultimately pass into other hands, and 
we shall in the end find that we have 
cut off the right arm of our commerce 
and nayal strength only to augment 
the extent and increase the horrors 
of the slaye trade throughout the 
world." 

23. On the other hand, it was aigued 
by Ml* Wilberforce, Lord Howiok, and 
Lord Grenyille — ''A higher principle 
than considerations of mere expedienoe 
— the dictates of justice — require Uiat 
this infamous traffic should be abolish- 
ed. Were it merely a question of hu- 
manity, we might consider how far we 
should caiTy our interference ; were 
the interests of the British empire 
alone inyolyed, it might possibly be a 
matter of expedience to stop a little 
short of total abolition. But in this 
instance imperious justice requires us 
to abolish the slaye trade. Is it to be 
endured that robbery is to be permitted 
on account of its profits ? Justice is 
still the same ; and you are called upon, 
in this measure, not only to do justice 
to the oppressed and injured natiyes 
of Africa, but to your own planters ; 

2 
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to interfere between 4^em and their 
otherwise certain destruction ; and de- 
spite their fsars, despite their passions, 
despite their prejudices, rescue them 
from impending ruin. This trade is 
the most criminal that any country can 
be engaged in« When it is recollected 
what guilt has been incurred in tearing 
the Africans, by thousands and tens ci 
thousands, from their families, their 
friends, their social ties, their country, 
and dooming them to a life of slavery 
and misery ; when it is considered also 
that the continuance of this atrocious 
traffic must inevitably terminate in 
the ruin of the plantars engaged in it, 
surely no doubt can remain that its 
instant abolition is called for by every 
motive of justice and expedience. 

24. " Much is said of the impossibili- 
ty of maintaining the supply of negroes 
in the West Indies, if the slave trade 
is abolished. Are we, then, to believe 
that the Divine f^reoept, ' Increase and 
multiply,' does not extend to those 
islands I that the fires of youth, ade- 
quate to the maintenance and groifHh of 
we human species in all other coun- 
tries and ages of the world, are there 
alone, in the midst of plenty, unequal 
to their destined end ? But Uie fiict is 
adverse to this monstrous supposition; 
and it is now distinctly proved that 
the slave colonies ai*e perfectly ade- 
quate to maintain their own numbers.* 
The excess of deaths above births in 
Jamaica is now only l-25th per cent ; 
and when it is recollected that the re- 
gisters of mortality include the deaths 
among the negroes who are newly 
arrived and set to work, which always 
amounts, between those who perish in 
the harbours and shortly after being 
set to work, to at least 10 per cent^ it 
is evident that the numbers of settled 



Africans are more than maintained 'by 
their own in<sease. Nor is the surgix* 
ment that the importation of n^;rt>es 
is requisite to cultivate the waste lands 
in the interior of the islands better 
founded. If the numbers of the Afri- 
cans increase, it is altogether incredible 
that their labours should not be ade- 
quate to clear the wastes of tiioae 
diminutive islands. According to the 
most moderate computation, it would 
require the slave trade to be continued 
for two centuries to cultivate the whole 
interior of Jamaica and Trinidad ; and 
can it be endured that so frigfatfdl a 
traffic as this, fraught as it must be 
with the tearing of above two milliona 
of Africans from their families and 
countiy, should be continued for such 
a period, for an object which, in one- 
fourth of the time, might, by the na- 
tive increase of their numbers in ^ose 
islands, be attained f 1* 

25. ** Let us, then, instantly abolish 
this infamous traffic; and we may tiien 
with confidence look forward to the 
period when the slaves, become in a 
great degree the natives of the islands, 
will feel the benefits of the protection 
afforded them : and they may gradually 
be prepared for that character, when 
the blessings of freedom may be se- 
curely extended to tiiem. ThrQughout 
all history we shall find that slavery 
has been eradicated by means of the 
captives being first transformed into 
predial labourers, attached to the soil, 
and from that gradually ascending to 
real freedom. ' We look forward to the 
period when the negroes of the West 
India Islands, become labourers rather 
than slaves, will feel an interest in the 
welfare and prosperity of the country 
which has extended to them these ben 
nefits, and when they may be securely 



* Bxoeas of deaths above births in Jamaica from 
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1698 to 1780, 3i per cent. 

1730 to 1755, 2i per cent 

1755 to 1769, if per cent. 

1769 to 1780, 8-5th per cent. 

1780 to 1800, l-25th per cent. 



t It is now completely demonstrated, by an experiment on the greatest scale, that the 
AfMcan race, even when in a state of slayeiy, is not only able to maintain its own numbers^ 
bat rapidly to increase them. In the slave states of America there are 2,200,000 negroes; 
aadfrom 1790 to 1830, the whites have augmented in the proportion of 80 to a 100 ; bat 
the blacks in that of 112 to 100. The proportion since that time has been rather, though 
but little, in fiEiTour of the increase of the white race.— TooQUBViLLB'a Democracy in America, 
ii. 845, 846, noU; and Cen$%$ 1841, America. 
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ealled on to share largely in the defence 
of those ifllandsy in which at present 
they are only a source of weakneas. 
The grand, the decisive advantage 
which recommends the abolition of the 
slave trade is, that by closing that sup- 
ply of foreign negroes to which the 
planters have hitherto been accustomed 
to trust for all their undertakings, we 
shall compel them to proolote tiie mul- 
tiplication of the slaves on their own 
estates; and it is obvious that this 
cannot be done wiUiout improvingtheir 
physical and moral condition. Thus, 
not only will the inhuman traffic itself 
be prevented, in so far at least as the 
inhabitants of this country are con- 
cerned, but a provision will be made 
for the progressive amelioration of the 
black population in the West Indies, and 
that, too, on the securest of all founda- 
tions — the interests and selfish desires 
of the masters in whose hands they are 
plaeed. 

26. " It is in vain to argue, that, ac- 
cording to the barbarous customs of 
AMca, captives made in war are put 
to death, and that if the outlet of the 
slave trade is dosed, the reproach to 
humanity arising from the sale of cap- 
tives will be prevented from taking 
place. The most recent wnd intelli- 
gent travellers, on the conkary, have 
informed us, what every consideration 
on the subject a jTriori would lead us 
to expect, that the eziatence of the 
slave trade is itself, and ever has been, 
the great bar to the civilisation of the 
interior of Africa, by the temptation 
held out to the chiefs on the coast to 
engage in the traffic of negroes, and 
the continual encouragement thus af- 
forded to the princes in the interior to 
carry on constant wars, fi'om the vast 
profit with which the sale of their cap- 
tives is. attended. It forms, in fact^ 
with a great many of these robber 
chieftains, a chief branch of revenue. 
If we would promote, therefore, the 
great and truly Christian work of ci- 
vilising Central Africa, we must first 
commence with abolishing the slave 
trade ; for as long as it continues, the 
selfishness and rapacity of the native 
chiefs will never cease to chain its un- 
happy inhabitants to a life of violence 



and rapacity in the powerful, of misery 
andd^iradationintiiepoor. The argu- 
ment Uiat, if we do not carry on the 
slave trade, some other nations will, 
possibly with less commiseration for 
the sufferings of the captives, if ad- 
mitted, would shake to their founda- 
ti<m every principle of public and pri- 
vate moxulity. At that rate every band 
of robbers might plead in their justi- 
fication, that if they did not knock 
down and plunder travellers, other 
banditti might do the same, and pos- 
sibly superadd murder to their other 
atrocities, and thei«fore the lucrative 
rapine should not be discontinued. 
ThiB argument, however, bad as it is, 
has not even the merit of being foimd- 
ed on factk If we abolish the slave 
trade, who is to take it up? The 
Americans have already preceded ua 
in the race of humanity, and fixed a 
period in 1808 when the traffic ifl im- 
mediately to cease; and a bill is at pre- 
sent in progress through their leg^la^ 
ture, to affix the penalty of death to & 
violation of this enactment. How are 
France and Spain to carry it on, when 
they have hardly a ship on the ocean? 
Sweden never engaged in it. There re- 
mains only Portugi3« and where is she 
to get capital to carry it on ? 

27. " The dangers, so pow^fuUy 
drawn, as likely to result from this- 
measure, are reedly to be apprehended, 
not from it^ but from another, with 
which it has no connection, viz. the 
immediate emancipation of the negroes. 
This, it is said, flows necessarily from, 
the step now about to be taken; if 
you do not follow it up in this man- 
ner, you stop short half-wi^y in your 
own princi{des; in fact, the ulterior 
measure, if the first be adopted, oa&- 
not be averted. It is to be hoped, in- 
deed, that this great step wiU, in the 
end, lead to the abolition of slavery in 
all our colonies ; but not in the way 
or with the dangers which are antici- 
pated. On the contrary, it is here that 
another of the great benefits of the 
measure under consideration is to be 
found. By the effects of this measure 
it is to be hoped slavery toiU ^praduaUy 
toear out without the intervention of any 
jMmtive law, in like manner as it did in. 
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m ceitain degree in the states of Greece 
and Rome, and some parts of the states 
of modem Europe, where slaves have 
been permitted to work out and pur- 
chase their own freedom ; and as has 
been permitted with the happiest ef- 
fects in the colonies of Spain and Por- 
tugal. In America, measures for the 
gradual emancipation of the negroes 
have been adopted, and nothing could 
conduce more poweif ully to insubordi- 
nation, than if, by tiie continuance of 
the trade, similar steps were not to be 
induced in the West India Islands, and 
the slaves thei'e were perpetually tan- 
talised by the sight of the superior 
comforts of their brethren on the main- 
land. The dangers apprehended tootdd 
indeed he realf if immediate emandpa- 
thon toere to he proposed, for that would 
produce horrors similar to those which 
have happened in St Domingo. But 
nothing of that kind is in contempla- 
tion; on the contrary, it is expressly 
to exclude them, and to induce that 
gradual emancipation which is called 
for, alike by justice to the planters and 
the interests of the slaves themselves, 
iihat the measure under discussion is 
^proposed," 

28. The latter arguments, enforced 
vdth much eloquence, and supported 
'by the great principles of Christian 
charity, prevailed with the legislature. 
By a series of enactments, passed in the 
course of the session of 1806, the slave 
trade was restrained within very nai*- 
row limits : and at length, in the suc- 
.eeeding session, it was entirely abol- 
ished, and the penalty of transporta- 
tion affixed to every British subject en- 
.' gaged in it The numbers were, in the 
< Commons, 283 to 16 — ^majority, 267 : 
in the Peers, 100 to 86— majority, 64: 
, and thus was the stain of trafficking 
in human flesh for ever removed from 
-'the British name. Lord Grenville 
oconduded his speech with these elo- 
«quent words : ** I cannot conceive any 
• consciousness more truly gratifying than 
-must be enjoyed by that eminent per- 
son (Mr Wilberforce), on finding a 
measure to which he has devoted the 
labour of his life carried into effect — a 
measure so truly benevolent^ so ad- 
mirably conducive to the virtuous pros- 



perity of his country and the wel£ue 
of mankind -*- a measure which will 
diffuse happiness among milliouB now 
in existence, and for which his memory 
will be blessed by millions yet un- 
born." 

29. There can be no question that 
this great step was recommended by 
every consideration of justice and hu- 
manity ; nevertheless its effects hitherto 
have been in the highest degree de- 
plorable. Never was there a more 
striking example than this subject has 
afforded in its later stages of the im- 
portant truth, that mere purity of in- 
tention is not sufficient in legislative 
measures, and that unless human designs 
are carried into execution with the re- 
quisite degree of foresight and wisdom, 
they often become the sources of the 
most heart-rending and irremediable 
calamities. The prophecy of Mr Hibbert 
and the opponents of the abolition, that 
the slave trade, instead of ceasing, would 
only change hands, and at length fall 
into the management of desperate 
wretches who would double its horrors, 
has been too fatally verified, and to an 
extent even greater than they antici- 
pated. From the returns laid before Par- 
liament, it appears that the slave trade 
is now /our times as extensive as it waa 
in 1789, when European philanthropy 
first interfered in St Domingo in favour 
of the African race, and twice as great 
as it was when the efforts of Mr Wil- 
berforce procuiied its abolition in the 
British dominions. Great and deplo- 
rable as were the sufferings of the cap- 
tives in crossing the Atlantic, in the 
large and capacious Liverpool slave- 
ships, they are as nothing compared to 
those which have since been, and are 
still endured by the negroes in the 
hands of the Spanish and Portuguese 
traders, where several hundred wretches 
are stowed between decks in a space not 
three feet high ; and in addition to the 
anguish inseparable from a state of 
captivity, they are made to endure, for 
weeks together, horrors like those of 
the Black-hole of Calcutta. Nearly two 
hundred thousand captives, chained to- 
gether in this frightful manner, now 
annually cross the Atlantic ; and they 
are brought, not to the comparatively 
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easy life of tbe British West India 
Islands, bat to the desperate servitude 
of Cuba or Bnuil; in the latter of 
which seyeral hundred negroes are 
worked, like animals, in droves toge- 
ther, without a single female among 
them ; and without any attempt to 
perpetuate their race, they are worn 
down by their cruel taskmasters to the 
grave by a lingering process, which on 
an average terminates their existence 
in seven years 1* 

80. This lamentable and heart-rend- 
ing result of such persevering and en- 
lightened benevolence, however, must 
not lead us to doubt the soundness or 
humanity of the principles which Mr 
Wilberforce so eloquently advocated, 
or to imagine that the general rules of 
morality are inapplicable to this ques- 

* The namher of slaves annually import- 
ed into the slave countries of the New World 
£rom Africa in 178tf, was somewhat under 
60,000, of whom about 16, 000 crossed in Eng- 
Ush vessels— now the number is at least 
900,000. It appears from the Gonsolar Re- 
turns to porUamentk that in 1820, 74,668 
slaves were embarked for Braeil aUme from 
tbe African coasts of whom 4679 died in the 
short passage of one month ; and in the first 
half of 1880 the numbers were no less than 
47,268, of whom 8 per cent died on the pas- 
sage. At the same period 13,000 were an- 
nually imported into the Havannah, and at 
least an equal number into the other slave 
colonies, making in the year 1880 about 
130,000. But these numbers, great as they 
are, have now received a vast increase from 
the effects of the British slave emancipation 
act, passed in 1833. In fifteen months, end- 
ing January 1836, there sailed from the sin^e 
port of Havaunah 170 slave ships, each ca- 
pable of containing, on an average, at least 400 
persons ; the importation of slaves into Cuba 
18 now above 66,000 a-year, while the num- 
bers imported into Brasil, fit)m the stimulus 
given to slave labour by the anticipated de- 
cline of produce in the British Islands conse- 
quent on that measure, have increased in 
nearly the same proportion. Nor is it sur- 
prising that, in spite of all the efforts of the 
British government, and all the vigilance of 
the British cruisers, this infernal traffic 
should now advance at this accelerated pace ; 
for such is the demand for slaves, occaaoned 
by the continual decline in the cultivation of 
sugar in the British West India Islands, un- 
der the comlnned influence of heavy taxa- 
tion and the emancipation act, that tne pro- 
fit on a single cargo of slaves imported mto 
the Havannah is 180 per cent, and the adven- 
turers cannot be conmdered as losers if one 
vessel arrives safe out of three deq;>atebed 
from the oosst of Africa.— Pari. Pop. 1830, 
A. 115, 116. 



tion, and that here alone in human 
affairs it is lawful to do evil that good 
may come of itb The observation, that 
it was our duty to clear our hands of 
the iniquity, leaving it to Providence 
to eradicate the evU in others at the 
appointed time^ was decisive of the 
justice of the measure; the evident 
necessity which it imposed on the 
planters of attending, for their own 
sakes, to the comforts of the negroes, 
and providing means for the multipli- 
cation of their numbers, was condusive 
as to its expedience. It is not the abo» 
lition of the slave trade, but the sub- 
sequent continuance of ruinous fiscal 
exactions, and at last the irretrievable 
step of unqualified emancipation, which 
have given this deplorable activity to- 
the foreign slave trade. The increase 
in the foreign slave colonies for the- 
last twenty years, at a time when the 
British West India Islands were com- 
paratively stationary, has been so rapid, 
that it is evident some powerful and 
lasting causes have been at work to 
occasion lit These causes are to be 
found, in a great measure, in the heavy 
duties on British colonial produce, 

t Twelve years sgo, the only exports of 
Puerto-Rico were cattle and coffee, and the- 
only sugar she received was from importa- 
tion. In 1888 she exported 88,760 tons- 
more than a sixth of the whole British coui- 
sumption. The export of the sugar from 
Cuba was, on an average of 1814, 1816, and 
1816, 61,000 tons ; in 1838 it had risen to 
120,000 tons. In 1814, 1816, and 1816. the 
average exports of sugar from Brasil were- 
26,260 tons ; in 1888, though a bad year, the 
exports were 70,870 tons. The incrMse^ 
tince the Smandpation Act passed, has beeu 
still greater ; but no official accounts of these 
years have yet been made public — See FarL 
Beport "On the Commercial State of the 
West Indies," p. 286. 

On the other hand, the produce of the 
British West India Islands, during the same 
period, has been comparatively stationary. 
The colonial jmxiuoe exported from those 
islands to Great Britain in the year 181% was 
164,200 tons of sugar, and 6,290,000 gallons 
of rum ; in 1880, 186,000 ; and in 1883, 205,000 
tons of sugar, and. 7,893,000 gallons of rum; 
the shipping in the first period was 180,000 ; 
in the last, 263,330 tons. The total value of 
the produce of the islands in the first period 
was £18,616,000 ; in the last, including all 
the colonies gained by the peace of Paris in 
1814, only £82.496,000.— PaaaBB^ 899; Col- 
QUHOVM, S78-881: Portxb's ParL TdbUt, 
124-126. 



858 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 



[chap. zlv. 



amoimtmg at fint to 30b., then to 278., 
and latterly to 24s., on each hundred- 
weight pf sugar, from, which the foreign 
growers were exempted in the suppl j 
of foreign markets. This enormous 
burden, which, on an average of prices 
since 1820, has been very nearly sev- 
enty-fire per cent on that species of 
produce, has, notwithstanding all their 
efforts, for the most part, if not entire- 
ly, fallen on the producers.* The dis- 
astrous effects of these combined mea- 
sures cannot be better stated than in 
the words of Lord Sidmouth : " Much 
good might have been done by regula- 
tions on the coast of Africa, in the 
middle passage, and in the West Indie& 
But now we have rashly taken the 
bull by the horns, and whUe the conse* 
quences have been most injurious to our 
colonies and ourselves, they have in 
the same degree been beneficial to the 
maritime strength, commerce, and na- 
vigation of other nations, our rivals in 
peace and enemies in war; and the 

* There is no opinion more erroneous than 
that commonly entertained, that tho import 
duties on sugar, like other taxes on consump- 
tion, fiUl on the purchaser. There is alway& 
indeed, a struggle between the producer and 
consumer, as to who should bear the burden 
-~-but it is not always in the power of the 
former to throw it on the latter. In this in- 
stance the attempt has almost totally failed. 
It appears fh>m the curious table of prices 
compiled bv Mr Colquhoun, that even dur- 
ing the hign prices of the years fh>m 1807 to 
1812, the West India proprietors paid ft^m 
a iMrd to a Ao^of the duties <«i sugar, with- 
out being able to lay it on the consumers; 
the ayerage of what they paid for those years 
being £1, 115, 261 per annum. The estimated 
revenue of these proprietors, during these 
years, was under £4^000,000 ; so that> at that 
period, they paid nearly thirty per cent on 
their incomes to government in addition 
to this, it was proved by the documents laid 
before the committee of the House of Com- 
mons in February 18S1, that an annual bur- 
den of £1,028,299 was laid on the British West 
India Islands^ in consequence of theenhance- 
ment of the price of necessary articles to 
which they were exposed under the restric- 
tive system. In this way, even under the 
high prices from 1807 to 1812. they were pay- 
ing at least fifty per cent on their Incomes in 
timition; and as tiie price, since that time, 
of their produce has iUlen at least ttoo-thirdtt 
with a reduction of only tkniath (Ss.) on the 
import duty. It may be safely concluded, 
tijat> since 1820, the West India proprietors 
have paid, directly and indirectly, at least 
sevenijf-JlivejpBr cent on their income to govern- 
ment ; and in the years when 'prices were I 



mass of human wretchedness, so far as 

the slave trade itself is concerned, is 

not only not diminished, but aug^- 

mented, in its amount^ and firight- 

ftdly aggravated in its degree and ch*- 

i^aeter." 

" Inani sapiens nomen ferat, equus ixniqai. 
Ultra quam satis eat^ virtutem qui pota* 
ipsam." 

81. Nor is this all — ^the precipitate 
and irretrievable step of emancipaticHiy 
forced on the legislature by benevolent 
but incautious and mistaken feeling, has 
already occasioned so great a decline in 
the produce of the British West Indies^ 
and excited such general expectations 
of a still greater and increasing defi- 
ciency, that the impulse thereby given 
to the foreign slave trade to fill up the 
gap has been unbounded, and, it is te 
be feared, almost irremediable. Since 
thedisastrous measure of emancipation, 
the agricultural produce of the British 
West Indies haa declined folly a half; 
in some branches <^ produce^ fallen to 

low, at least a hundred per cent. Nofhinff 
more is required to explain the distressed 
condition of these colonies, even before the 
emancipation bill was passed, whidi at onoe^ 
without any equivalent, confiscated at least 
sixty per cent of their remaining property. 
The value of slaves was estimated by Ool> 
quhoun, in 1812, at £55 a-head; but in 1838L 
when the act passed, it had risen to at least 
£75 overhead, notwithstanding the change 
in the value of money ; and the compensation- 
money (£20,000,000 on 634,000 riaves) will 
not, after all deductions are made, yield £25 
a-head, or more than ttiirty-three per cent to 
the proprietors. Few such instances of the 
destruction of property by fiscal and legisla- 
tive enactments are to be found in the his* 
tory of mankind.-— PsfiaER, 894 and 897 ; 
GOLQUHOVN, 59, 326 ; and Commont^ BtporU 
on West Tridia Affavn, 7th February, 1831. 

It is frequently said that the increase ia 
the produce of these colonies, since the peaoev 
is a proof that their alleged distresses are 
either unfounded or exaggerated. This is a 
complete mistake ; the planters had no other 
way to meet the enormous fiscal burdens laid 
upon them, since a diminution in the oost of 
production was out of the question, after the 
abolition of the slave trade, but by making the 
utmost exertions toaugmentitsquantity; and 
thence the increase of colonial produce, which, 
by perpetuating the lowness of price, render- 
ed it totally impossible for them to lay the 
enormous import duty, now one hundred 
per cent, on the consumers. Uke a man 
sunk in a bottomless bog, all the efibrts they 
could make for their extrication tended only 
to land them deeper and more Irretrievably 
in the mire. 
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meaaures, wlio haTO frastrated all the 
beneTolent efforts of Mr Wilberforce 
and Mr Fox, and rendered the aboli- 
tion of tiie slave trade in the British 
dominiomi the remote and innocent 
cause of boundless misfortunes to the 
negro race. The British slaves, since 
the slave trade was abolished, had be« 
come fully equal to the wants of the 
colonies ; their numbers, without any 
extraneous addition, were on the in- 
crease; their condition was comfort- 
able and prosperous beyond that of any 
peasantry in Europe ; and large num- 
bers were annually purchasing their 
freedom from the produce of their own 
industry. Here, then, was a stationary 
negro population, rapidly approaching 
the condition of the most opulent feu- 
dal serfs of Europe, and from which 
they mighty in like manner, have been 
emancipated singly, as they acquired 
property, which all had the means of 



earning, without either risk to thao' 
selves, injury to their masters, or iir- 
crease to the demand for foreign slave 
labour. But now all these admirable 
effects of the abolition of the slave 
trade have been completely frustrated, 
and the humane but deluded inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain are burdened 
with twenty millions, to ruin, in the 
end, their own planters, consign to 
barbarism their own negroes, cut off a 
principal branch of their navalstrengthy, 
and double the slave trade in extent^* 
and quadruple it in horrors, through- 
out the world. A more striking in- 
stance never was exhibited of the ne- 
cessity of attending, in political changes, 
not only to benevolent intentions, but 
to prudent conduct ; and of the fatal 
effect of those institutions which, by 
giving the inhabitants of a particular 
part of the empire an undue share in 
the general administration,i* or admit' 



fUling off in the produce of the West Indies, and the diminished ability of its inhabitaats 
to pay for the produce of this country, as the following table demonstrates : — 



BBITIBH BXPOBTS TO WEST INDIES TBOX 1829 TO 1844. 



1829, 

1890, 
18S1, 
1882, 
1888, 
1884, 
18S5, 
1836, 



. £S,612;085 


3837, . 




. 2,838,448 


1838, . 




. 2,581,969 


1839, . 




. 2.439,808 


1840, 




. 2,697.689 


1841, . 




. 2,680,024 


1842, 




. 3,187,640 


1843, 




8,786,468 


1844, 





£3.466,745 
3,393.441 
3.986.698 
3,674,970 
2,604,004 
2,691,426 
2,497,671 
2,461,471 



^Porter's Pari Tables, xii. 102. 

Such has been the effect upon the prices of all sorts of colonial produce, of this great de** 
cline in the production of the Britisn West India Islands, that the annual oonsitmption of 
sugar in Or^ Britain has declined since 1832 from 24 lbs. a-head to 16 lbs. ; while, for this 
diminished quantity of 16 lbs., the price paid by the nation has been £8^000,000 annually 
fMre than it formerly was for the lai^^er quantity of 24 lb&,— that is, the nation pays 
annually twice the amount nearly of the meome-tax more than it formerly did for two-third» 
onl^ of the former supply I At the same time, the effect of the measure, on the admissiinx 
of its warmest advocates^ has been to double the slave trade over the globe, and increaae 
its horrors in a still greater proportion ! The history of mankind fortunately affords few 
similar examples of the disastrous effects of ignorant zeal and misguided philanthropy. — 
FarL J)eb. June 9, 1843. Outtonu Returr^ Kingston^ Jamaica, 22d August 1836 ; and Addre$9 
o/Atiemblff, August 10, 1836. 

* The number of slaves now annually carried across the Atlantic, is double what it wa» 
when Wilberforce and Clarkson commenced their philanthropic labours." — Fowell Bux- 
ton On the Foreign Slave Trade, p. 72. "^ 

t The British ministry who, in 1834, passed the measures of slave emancipation, are no- 
ways answerable for these consequences ; on the contrary, they deserve the highest credit 
for the courage thev displayed, in opposition to the wishes of many of their supportors, in 
carrying through the great grant of twenty millions to the planters— a relief so season- 
- able and extennive, that hitherto, at least, it has almost entirely, to the persons who re- 
ceived it^ prevented the natural consequences of the emancipation from being frilly felt 
The torrent of public feeling was irresistible; all they could do was to moderate its efibots^ 
which, by titie protracted period of apprenticeship, and the grant to the slave-owners, 
was done to a very great degree. The English people must answer for the measure, be 
its ultimate effects on themselves and the n^gro race good or bad. The reflection sug- 
gested is — What is the character of national insUtu^ons whidi permit a measure, likdy 
to be attended with such cruel and disastrous consequences^ to be forced against their 
will on a reluctant government? 
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ting the toirent of pnblio feeling to 
sway directly the measures of goYem- 
xnenty too often destroy prosperity the 
mostextensiye, and occasion calamities 
the most unbounded. 

An important change in the British 

Sstem of finance was also made by 
e same administration, which, al- 
though not brought forward till the 
spring of 1807, may be fitly considered 
now, in order not to interrupt the nar- 
ratiTC of the important military eyents 
which at that period occurred on the 
continent of Europe. 

88. The foundation of this plan, 
which was brought forward by Lord 
Henry Petty,* on the 29th January 
1807, was, that the time had now ar- 
riyed when it had become expedient 
to make a proyision for a permanent 
state of warfare ; that the bad success 
of all former coalitions had demon- 
strated the slender foundation on which 
any hopes of oyerthrowing the military 
power of France on the continent of 
Europe must rest, while the hostile dis- 
position andimmense power of Napoleon 
gaye little hope that any durable accom- 
modation could be entered into with 
him. " All nations,'' said his lordship, 
" that still preserye the shadow eyen 
of their independence, haye their eyes 
fixed on us as the only means of re- 
gaining the freedom they haye lost. 
It becomes the goyemment of Great 
Britain, seeing the proud eminence on 
which they are placed, to take an en- 
larged yiew of their whole situation, 
and to direct their attention to Uiat 
future which, notwithstanding the sig- 
nal deliyerance they haye hitherto ob- 
tained, seems still pregnant with eyiL 
Oar present permanent reyenue is 
aboye £32,000,000 a-year, being more 
than three times what it was at the 
close of the American War ; and there 
can be no doubt that means might be 
found in additional taxes to pay the 
interest of loans for seyeral years to 
come. But looking, as it is now our 
duty to do, to a protracted contest, 
it has become indispensable to com- 
bine present measures with such a re- 
gard for the future^ as may giye us a 

* Afterwards Lord Lansdowne, a distin- 
guished member of the Whig cabinet of 1890. 



reasonable prospect of being enabled 
to maintain it for a yery long period. 

84. ''In considering our resources,, 
the two great objects of attention are 
the sinking-fund and the system of 
raising the supplies as much as pos- 
sible within the year, which has giyen 
rise to the present amount of war 
taxes. The first of these is a durable 
monument of Mr Pitf s wisdom : it 
had the support of his illustrious poli- 
tical opponent, Mr Fox ; and, howeyer 
widely these two great mea were di- 
vided on most otiier subjects, it at 
least receiyed that weight of autiiority 
which arises from their entire coined 
deuce of approbation. When this sys- 
tem was commenced in 1786, the sink- 
ing-fund was only l-238th part of the 
debt ; whereas it is now l-68d of the 
whole debt> and l-42d of the unre** 
deemed portion : a result at once strik- 
ing and satisfactory, more especially 
when it is recollected that it has been 
obtained in twenty years, whereof 
fourteen haye been years of war. The 
war taxes, which haye been raised to 
their present amount chiefly by the 
operation of the heayy direct taxes, 
were, first, the treble assessed taxes in- 
troduced by Mr Pitt^ and more lately 
the property tax, which has been sub- 
stituted in its room. The experience of 
the last year has amply demonstrated 
the expedience of the augmentation of 
that impost to ten per centy which it 
was our painful duty to propose last 
year ; for under its operaMon the war 
taxes haye now reached £21,000,000 
a-year, and the sinking-fund amounts 
to £8,800,000 annually. 

85. ''In the present state of the 
country, our n^ expenses cannot be 
calculated at less than thirty-two mil- 
lions annually. To provide for this^ 
independent of additional war taxes, 
which are now so heayy that we are not 
warranted in calculating on any con- 
siderable addition to their amount as 
likely to proye permanently produo- 
tiye, is the problem we haye now to 
solye. To effect this, it is proposed in 
this and the three following years to 
raise a loan of £12,000,000 ; for the 
fourth year, or 1810, £14,000,000 ; and 
for the ten succeeding yeanf, if the war 
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•hoold lagtso long; £16,000,000 aann- 
aQy. In cadh siiocessive year in which 
these loans shall be raised, it is pro- 
posed to appropriate so much of the 
war taxes as \nll amoant to ten per 
cent on th« sum so raised. Out of Uiis 
ten per cent the interest and chaiges 
of management are first to be defrayed, 
and the remainder is to eonstitnte a 
sinking-fund to provide for the re* 
demption of the capitaL When the 
fundiB are at 60^ or interest at three 
per cent^ such a system will eztingoish 
each loan in fourteen years after it was 
contraoted. The moment this is done, 
the war taxes impledged for the re- 
demption of that loan should be re- 
peated. Thus,a8theloanof^l2,000,000 
wHl, on this supposition, be paid off 
by 1821, the £1,200,000 a-year of war 
taxes now pledged to its redemption 
will in tiiat year be remitted. Upon 
examining this system, it will be found 
that it may be carried on for seren 
years, viz. from. 1807 to 1814, without 
impledging any part of the income- 
tax ; so that^ if peace is then concluded, 
the whole income-tax may, without 
violating any part of the present sys^ 
tem, be at once remitted — a most de- 
sirable obiect^ as that is a burden 
which notning but the last necessity 
should induce us to perpetuate beyond 
the ctmtinuance of host&itieB. 

86. ** As, however, the ten per cent 
on the loan annually contracted is in 
this manner to be tucen firom the war 
taxes, means mustbeprovidedto supply 
that deficiency, which, if the war con- 
tinues for a long tract of years, will, 
from the progressiTO growth of those 
burdens on the war taxes, become 
very considerablei To provide for this 
deficiency, it is proposed to raise in 
each year a small supplementary loan, 
intended to meet the sum abstracted 
for Ibe charges of the principal loan 
from the public treasury; and this 
supplementary loan is to be borrowed 
on Kr Pitt's principle of providing by 
fresh taxes, laid on in the indirect form, 
or by the falling in of annuitien^ for 
the interest of me debt, and one per 
cent more to create a fund for its re- 
demption. The loan so required this 
year will, from the excess of the war 



taxes above the war expaiditare^ be 
only £200,000 ; the annual ehai^gw of 
which on this principle will be only 
£13,388: and as anmnfciaa to the 
amount of £15,000 will &£l in this year, 
it will not be necessary, either for the 
principal or sup^dementary loan, to lay 
on any new taxes at presenib Tak- 
ing an average so as to diffuse the 
burden created by these supplementary 
loans as equally as possilde over future 
years, and setting off against them the 
sums which will be gained annually by 
the falling in of annuities, the result 
is, that it win only be neeessary to 
raise, in the seven years inmiediately 
subsequent to 1810, £298,000 annually 
by new taxes ; a sum inoredibly sni«]][ 
when it is recollected that we are n<vw 
in the fifth year of a renewed war, the 
most costly and momentous in whi(& 
the country ever was engaged. 

87. "Under the present systan, 
with regard to the public ^bt framed 
upon the acts of 1786, 1792, and 1802, 
no relief whatever will be e^erieooed 
from the public burdens till a very dis- 
tant period, probably from 1884 to 
1844 ; and during the later yean of 
the operation of the sinking-fund, it 
will throw such immenae sums, not 
less than forty millionB annually, looee 
upon the country, as cannot fail to . 
IMToduce a most prejudicial effect npoa 
the money market^ while the sudden 
remission of taxes to the amoaut of 
£80,000,000 a-year would produce 
effects upon artisans, manufactmran, 
and holders of propwty of every de- 
scription, which it is impossible to con- 
template without the most serious 
alarm. In every point of view, there- 
fore, it seems to he highly desirable to 
render the sinking-fund more equal in 
its progress, by increasing its present 
power, and difiusing over a graatw 
number of years those extensive effects, 
which would, according to the present 
system, be confined to the very last 
year of its operation. The arrange- 
ments prepai^d with this view are 
founded on the superior advantage of 
applying to the redemption of debt a 
sinking-fund of five per cent on the 
actual money capital, instead of one 
per cent on the nominal capital, or 
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amount of stock. Th» is to be the 
eystem applied to the loans of the first 
ten yean ; and in return for this advan- 
tage, it is proposed that when the pre- 
sent sinking-fund shall have so fiEar in- 
creased as to exceed in its amount the 
interest of the debt then unredeemed, 
such surplus shall be at the disposal of 
parliament. By this means a larger 
sum will be annually applied to ^e 
sinking-fund from henceforward than 
oould have been obtained under the 
old system ; the whole loans contracted 
in future during the war will be redeem- 
ed within forty-five years fi*om the 
date of their creation ; and this with- 
out violating any of the provisions of 
the act 1792, establishing the present 
sinking-fund. Parliament, during the 
years of its final and greatest opera- 
tion, will be enabled to administer a 
very great relief to the public neces- 
sities, and obviate all the dangers with 
which an undue rapidity in the defray- 
ment of the debt would otherwise be 
attended."* 

38. In opposition to these able argu- 
ments, it was uiged by Lord Oastle- 
reagh, Mr Canning, and Mr Perceval — 
** This plan of finance proposes grad- 
ually to mortgage for fourteen years 
the whole of the war taxes for the 
interest of loans in war — a decided de- 
parture from all our former principles^ 
which were to preserve religiously the 
distinction between war and permanent 
taxes, and which would, if carried into 
effect for any considerable time, de- 
jnive tiie nation of almost all the 
benefit to which it is entitled to look 
upon the termination of hostilities. 
llie new plan, moreover, will reqture 
loans to a greater amount to be raised 
in each year than would be required if 
the usual system of borrowing were 
adhered ta At the end of twenty 
years it appears, from the calculations 
laid before parliament^ that this excess 

* The erpeech of Lord Hetiry Petty on this 
occasion is well worthy of the attention of 
all who wish to make tnemselves masters of 
the subject of the British finances during 
the Revolutionary war. It is the most di^ 
tinct, luminous, and statesmanlike exposi- 
tion on the subject which is to be found in 
the whole nxige of the parliaments^ debates 
after the death of Kr Pitt 



will amount to the enormous sum of 
£198,000,000. The whole machinery 
of the new plan is cumbersome and 
complicated: the additional charges 
arising from that circumstance will 
amount to a very considerable sum. 
The ways and means intended to pre- 
vent the imposition of new taxes in 
future — viz. the expired annuities, to- 
gether with the excess of the sinking- 
fund above the interest of the unre- 
deemed debt — are equally applicable 
pro tanto to mitigate their increase, 
under any other mode of raising loans 
that may be decided on ; and their ap- 
plication in this wa^ would be more 
advantageous than m the other, inas- 
much as it is better to avoid contracl^ 
mg debt than to gain relief by a remis- 
sion of taxation. 

39. *' It is futile to say that the pub- 
lic necessities compel us to have re- 
course to the perilous system of mort- 
gaging the war taxes for the interest of 
future loans. It is here that the great 
danger of the new system consists : it 
is in breaking down the old and saored 
barrier between the war and peace ex- 
penses, that the seeds of inextricable 
confusion to our finances in future are 
to be found. It is quite possible, as 
appears from the authentic calculations 
before parliament, to obtain the eleven 
millions a-year required for the defi- 
ciency of the war taxes below the 
war dhaiges, without mortgaging these 
taxes, without the immense loans re- 
quired under the new system, and with- 
out any material or unbearable addi- 
tion to the public burdens. The mode 
in which this great object is to be at- 
tained is, by resolving that, when the 
loan of the year in war does not ex- 
ceed the amount of the sinking-fund in 
such year, instead of making provision 
for the interest of such loan in the 
taxes, the same shall be provided for 
out of the interest receivable on the 
amount of stock redeemed by the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt in that year. Any excess 
of national expenditure above the 
thirty-two millions to be fixed as the 
average amount of war expenditure, to 
be provided for in the usual manner. 
The data laid before parliament prove, 
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that under Hub plan, in fourteen years 
of war, one hundred and ten millionB 
leaa wUl be borrowed than under that 
proposed by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer;* and though doubtless the 
sinking-fund will be greatly impaii-ed, 
yet^ after making allowance for its re- 
stricted operation from the charge of 
future loans on its amount, the total 
debt at the expiration of that period 
will be upwards of forty millions abore 
that now proposed. 

40. *' Great evils both to the stock- 
holders and the country must arise 
from the adoption of the new plan, in 
consequence of the enormous and in- 
ordinate loans, amounting before the 
dose of the new plan to not less than 
forty or fifty miUions of stock annu- 
ally, which must be contracted. Such 
immense loans must tend powerfully 
to lower the value of the public securi- 
ties, lead to an extensive and undue 
increase of the cumulating medium, 
and a rapid depreciation in the value 
of money, attended with the most pre- 
judicial e£fect8 upon many branches of 
industry, and a general insecurity on 
the part of the holders of property. 
Above all, the principle of placing at 
the duposal of parliament the excess of 
the sinking-fund above the interest of 
ihe debt unredeemed, is calculated to 
lead to a much more extensive diver- 
sion of that fund from its destined 
purpose, than the system which Mr 
Pitt had established ; inasmuch as the 
latter only proposed to derive aid from 
the sinking-fund during the wai*, and 

* LoBD H. Pkttt's flan. 

War loans for fourteen yean, £210.000,000 
Bupplementaiy loans for do., . 04,200,000 

£814,200,000 
War taxes rendered permanent, 401, 231,000 
Unredeemed debt in 1820, at 

end of aame time, . . 9,180,000 
New taxes imposed, . 2,061.000 

New loans in 1820, . . 32,000,000 

Sinking-fund in 1820, . . 17,744^021 

LOSD CASTLKBSAaH'S PLAH. 

War loans, £11,000,000 a-year for 

14 years, .... £164,000,000 
Debt unredeemed at end of 1820, 868,000,000 
War taxes rendered i)ennanent, none. 
New taxes imposed, . . 2,647.000 
New loan in 1820, . . . 11,000,000 
Binking-Aiod in 1820, 9,180,896 

"Farl 1M>. viii. 1014. 



only to the precise extent of the liv 
terMt of the sum redeemed within ib.e 
year, leaving the fund in undiminished 
exteiat to operate upon the public debt 
on the return of peace; whereas the 
foinner places the surplus of the sink* 
ing-fund above the interest of the un> 
redeemed debt, absolutely and unre- 
servedly at the disposal of paiUamen^ 
in peace as in wai*, without any other 
limitation than that a sum equal to the 
debt subsisting in 1802 shall be re- 
deemed witMn forty-five years front 
that period. It is easy to foresee tha^ 
such a power of ajppropriating a large 
part of the sinkmgfund wiU be too 
powerful a temptation for the virtue 
of future governments to resist; and 
that the practical result will be, that 
that nohle institution wiU he irretriev' 
(My mutilated, and the nation lose the 
whole benefit of the immense sacrifices 
for the benefit of posterity which it has 
made during the whole continuance of 
the present contest. The equivalent 
proposed to the fundholders of an ad- 
ditional five per cent sinking-fund on 
the war loans, is entirely deceptive; 
inasmuch as the depreciation of their 
property which must ensue from the 
improvident accumulation of loans in 
^e market, with their necessary con- 
comitant, an extensive and undue paper 
curi'ency, must much more than com- 
pensate any additional value which it 
might acquire from this augmentation 
of the means of its liquidation." 

41. The budget for the year lS07t 
was based on the new plan of finance ; 
it included a loan of only £12,000,000, 
which was contracted on very advan- 
tageous terms, and the whole expendl- 

t The budget for 1807 was stated by LorcE 
Henry Petty as follows : — 

SUPPLY. 

Navy, £ie.907,88T 

Army— Ordinary, . 16,4«^811 
Extraordinaries arising, 4,338,710 

Ordnance, .... 8,748,71» 

Miscellaneous, . . 1.8<W,00O 

Vote of credit, ' . 8»«60,WO 

Interest of exchequer bills, . 1,200,000 

Loyalty loan. 8W.00a 

Deficiency of malt-tax, 1806, 900,000 

For Great Britain and Ireland, 47. 160,67» 
Deduct 2-17th8 for Ireland, . 6,646.677 

Expenditure of Great Britain, ^£41^004^890 
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ture waa oalcnlated on that Aystem of 
making preparations for a long and 
protracted struggle, which the disas- 
trous issue of the Prussian war gave 
too much reason to apprehend awaited 
the country. 

A2. The debates on Lord Henry 
Petty's able plan of finance are of little 
moment at this time, abandoned as his 
•system soon was amidst the necessities 
and changes of future years ; but the 
views brought forward on both sides 
•were an essential deviation from the 
Igreat principle of Mr Pitt's financial 
policy, and presaged the approach of 
times when the proyident policy, so 
long upheld by his unshaken foresight^ 
was to be abandoned with the common 
consent of both the great parties alter- 
nately intrusted with the administra- 
tion of affairs. Mr Pitt's principle was 
to provide the interest of each loan an- 
nually contracted, and the one per cent 
destined for the extinction of its prin- 
cipal, by means of indirect taxes which 
thereafter formed part of the perma- 
nent revenue of tiie country till the 
debt was extinguished. But both Lord 
H. Petty and Lord Castlereagh seem 
to have imagined that the time had 
now arrived when it would be difficulty 
if not impossible, to raise any increased 
revenue in this foim ; and accordingly 
the plans of both were characterised 
by the great and decisive step of pro- 
viding for the charges of future debt^ 
not by indirect and permanent taxes, 
but by other means imposing no addi- 
Hon&ipreeenthxirden on the country,but 
of course, for that very reason, trench- 
ing on its tUtimate resources. The for- 
mer proposed to do this by mortgaging 
the war taxes for the chai^ges of all the 
debt which might hereafter be con- 
tracted, and rendering the amount of 
those taxes thus mortgaged a perma- 
nent part of the peace revenue; the 



WATS AKD H1SA5& 

Land and roalt» 

Surplus of Consolidated Fund, ' 

Wartaxesy 

Lottery, 

Vote of credit, 

Xjoan, 

Surplus of 1806, 



—Pari. DA. viiL lOTfi. 



£2,750,000 

8,500.000 

19,800.000 

320,000 

8,000.000 

12,000,000 

171,000 

£41,541,000 



latter, by leaving untouched the war 
taxes, but appropriating to the interest 
of future loans part of the present sink- 
ing-fund, and thereby impairing to a 
proportionate extent its efficiency on 
the return of peace. Both implied a 
deviation from the cardinal point of 
Mr Pitt's system, the providing for the 
discharge of the interest of all debts 
out of indirect taxes rdigiovsly set 
apart for that purpose. And it is re- 
markable, as an example how much 
the foitunes and destinies of a state are 
often determined by the character and 
life of a single master-spirit^ that this 
vast change, fraught, as experience has 
since proved it to have been, with the 
ruin of our financial prospects, and our 
pi'obable ultimate subjugation, was si- 
multaneously proposed by the leaders 
of both Whigs and Tories, as soon as 
that great statesman and his illustiious 
rival were laid in their graves. 

48. Had the period arrived when it 
was totally impossible to provide for 
the charges of new loans by 'progres- 
sive additions to the peace revenue, 
this change, however prejudicial, would 
not have been a matter of regret more 
than any other unavoidable calamity. 
But experience has now sufficiently de- 
monstrated, that this was very far in- 
deed from being the case; for, down 
to the very end of the war, hew taxes 
were imposed to an extent that, a 
priori, would have been thought im- 
possible. In the years 1813 and 1814, 
the sums annually raised by taxation 
exceeded seventy millions a-yeai*. As 
it was, therefore, the^4iscussions which 
ensued on the rival finance projects of 
Lord H. Petty and Lord CasUereagh 
.unnecessarily gave the first rude shock 
to the firm and provident system of 
Mr Pitt's finance, by breaking down 
the barrier which had hitherto kept 
the funds destined for the dischai^e 
of the debt sacred from the avidity and 
shortsighted desires of the people, and 
accustoming them to regard both the re- 
venue setapart for that purpose, and the 
war taxes during peace, as a iimd to 
which they might have recourse to re- 
lieve the war pressure of the moment. 

44. Of the two, if it had beoome ne- 
cessary to make dioice of one or other. 
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the Bystem of Lord Henry Petty was 
the most manly and stateemanlikei with 
referenoe to domestio administrationi 
inasmuch as it was not calculaited to 
trench upon the siBking-fund, until it 
had become equal to the loans annu- 
ally contracted, by which means the 
increase of the amount of the wh<de 
debt^ after that period, would have 
been rendered impossible ; and propos* 
ed, in the mean time, to pledge the 
war taxes for the interest and charges 
of the sums borrowed. Whereas that 
of Lord Castlereagh proposed at once 
to lay yiolent hands upon the sinking- 
fund for the charges of all future loans, 
and yet giye the nation the full benefit 
of the remission of all the war taxes 
on the return of peace. The former 
system, however, iliough well adapted 
to a state of uniform and long-contin- 
ued hostility, was totally unsuitable to 
the varying circumstances and fleeting 
changes which Were likely to ensue in 
the course of the contest in which tiie 
nation was actually engaged ; and by 
encouraging a morbid sensitiveness to 
any extraordinaiy advances at a parti- 
cular time beyond what the general 
system warranted, was too likely to 
occasion the loss of the fairest opportu- 
nities of bringing it to a successful 
issue. Of this unhappy tendency the 
issue of the war in Poland, starved out, 
as we shall presently see it was, by an 
ill-judged economy on the part of 
Great Britain, afforded a memorable 
example. And in the habit acquired 
by the nation in these discuBBi(»is to 
regard the sinking-fund, not as a sacred 
deposit set apart, like the life-insur^ 
ance of an individual, for the benefit 
of posterity, but <u a retouree vhich. 
might be initantly rendered available 
for pretent necessities, is to be found the 
remote cause of the great change of 
1813 in our financial policy, and the 
total departure from any regular sys- 
tem for the redemption of Uie public 
debt — a <^ange which is perhaps to 
be regarded as the greatest evil en- 
tailed upon the naition by the monied 
embarrassments and democratic ascen- 
dancy of later timed 

45. Long as the preceding summary 
of the principal domestic measures of 



the Whig administratioB has been, it 
will not in all probability be re^peekted 
by the reflecting reader. It is not aa 
the record of mere events, but of 
thoughts «nd the progress of opinion, 
that history is valuable ; and, indepen- 
dent of the importance of the changes 
which have been diseussed upon the 
future history of the empire^ they are 
in an especial manner worthy of at- 
tention, as embodying the iNrincipal 
domestic designs of the great party 
which, after so long a seclusion from 
office, at that period held the reins of 
power ; and which, besides the acknow- 
ledged ability of its leaders, embraeed 
a large portion of the thought and 
learning of the state. And upon an 
attentive consideration of these mea- 
sures, it must be obvious to the ean- 
did reader that they were founded on 
just principles, and directed to impor- 
tant ends ; that humanity and benevo- 
lence breathed in their it^irit, and wis- 
dom and foresight regulated their exe> 
cution. Above all, Uiey were charao- 
terised, equally with the measures of 
Mr Pitt, by that regard for the fufeore, 
and resolution to submit to present 
erils for the sake of ultimate advan- 
tage, which is the mainspring of all 
that is really great or good, botii in in- 
dividuals and nations. On comparing 
the statesmanlike measures of the 
Whigs at that period in England, with 
the frantic innovations which tore so- 
ciety in pieces in France at the com- 
mencement of the Bevolution, or whi<^ 
have been urged by the Chartists and 
Socialists in later times in Great Bri- 
tain, the difference appears prodigious^ 
and is highly deserving of attention. 
Thence may be learned both the im- 
portant tendency of free institutions 
to modify those ardent aspirations 
after equality which, when generally 
diffused, are, of all other political pas- 
sions, the most fatal to the cause of 
freedom, and the wide difference be- 
tween the chastened efforts of a liberal 
spirit, when guided by aristocratic 
power, and modifying, not governing, 
the measures of government — and the 
wild excesses or atrocious crimes, de- 
structive at once to present and future 
generations, which spring from the sur^ 
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Mnder of the aeimal direetion ot alhin 
to th« iramediatecofitrol or the paaskoui 
of the people. 

46. It remains to detail, with a very 
different meeaure of eneomimn, the 
principal foreign transactions of the 
Whig administrntiony from the period 
when the Prussian war commenced on 
the continent of Eur(^>e. 

It has been already mentioned how 
Sir Home Popham, without authority 
from, the BritushgOTemmenty proceeded 
from the Cape of Qood Hope to Buenos 
Ayres wiUi a small military force, snd 
how disastrous this expedition ulti- 
mately wa& But the general trans- 
X>ortB of joy at the brilliant inxwpeete 
whidi this acquisition was supposed to 
open to British commerce, were so ex- 
oeesiTe^ that goyemment, while they 
Tery properly brought Sir Home to a 
coiut-martial for his unauthorised pro- 
oeeding, which in March 1807 repri- 
manded him for his conduct^ had not 
firmness enough to withstand the gene- 
ral wish that an expedition should be 
sent to the river La Plata, to wipe 
away the disgrace which had there 
been incurred by the British arms, and 
annex such lucratiye dependencies to 
the British crown. No sooner, accord- 
ingly, had it become evident^ from the 
fiulure of the negotiations for peace at 
Paris, that a protracted struggle was to 
be apprehended, than aVeinforcement 
of three thousand men was sent to the 
British troops in that quarter, under 
the command of Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 
On arriving at the Bio de la Plata, he 
found the remnant of the English force 
cooped up in Maldonado, with hardly 
any provisicNOS, and daily exposed to 
the insults of the accomplished horse- 
men of that country. Deeming that 
town unfit for being rendered a depot 
and place of security for the army, Sir 
Samuel resolved to direct his forces 
against Monte Yideo-^a fortified sea- 
port, admirably calculated for all these 
purposes. After great difficulties, the 
troops were transported to that neigh- 
bourhood; but, on commencing the 
siege, great and apparently insurmoujit- 
able difficulties were encountered. The 
defences of the place were found to be 
much stronger than had been expected; 



the whole powder in the fleet was al- 
most blown away in the first five days' 
firing ; intrenehing tools were wanting; 
and fourtliousand regular troops, with 
twenty pieces of cannon, a force fully 
equal to that <^ the besiegers, were ra- 
pidly ^preaching to raise the siege. 
In these critical circumstances Au&- 
muty resolved to hazard an assault^ 
though the breach could as yet scarcely 
be c^ed practicable ; and orders were 
issued for the attack an hour before 
daybrealc Owing to the darkness of 
the night the head of the column miss- 
ed the breach, and remained under the 
ramparts for twenty minutes exposed 
to a heavy fire, every shot of which 
told in their dense ranks. As the day 
dawned, however, it was discovered by 
Captain Benny, of the 40th regiment, 
who fell gloriously as he mounted it : 
the troops, emulating his bright exr 
ample, rushed in with irresistible vio- 
lence, cleared the streets of all the can- 
non which had been placed to enfilade 
them, and made prisoners all the ene- 
my who attempted any resistance. In 
this glorious storm, the loss of the 
British was about six hundred, but 
twice that number of the enemy fell, 
and two thousand were made prisoners, 
besides a thousand who escaped in 
boats ; so that the numbers of the gar- 
rison at first had been greater than 
that of the besieging force. 

47. It would have been well for the 
British arms, if their attempts on South 
America had terminated here ; but the 
discomfiture of Sir Home Popham's ej^- 
pedition to the Bio de la Plata, unhap- 
pily led both the government and the 
nation to conceive, that the honour of 
the British arms was implicated in re- 
gaining the ground they had lost in 
that quarter. With this view an addi- 
tional expedition, under the command 
of Qeneral Crauf urd, consisting of four 
thousand two hundred men, which had 
been sent out in the end of October 
1 806, destined originally to effect the 
conquest of Chili, on the other side of 
Cape Horn, was, when news arrived of 
the expulsion of the English fr(»n 
Buenos Ayres, ordered to stop shorty 
and attempt the reconquest of that im- 
portant city. General Craufurd, agree^ 
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ably to these orders, made sail for the 
Rio de la Plata, and effected a junction 
^th Sir Samuel Auchmuty at Monte 
Video in the beginning of June. As 
the united force now amounted to above 
nine thousand men, it was deemed ad- 
itisable to make an immediate attempt 
on Buenos Ayres ; and, in pursuance of 
express directions from government, 
the command of the force for this pur- 
pose was give^^ (General Whitelocke.* 
That officer an*ived at Monte Video 
on the 9th May, and preparations 
were immediately made for the pro- 
|)osed enterprise. 

48. The force which set out on this 
expedition consisted of seven thousand 
eight hundred effective men, with 
eighteen pieces of field artillery. After 
several fatiguing maixshes, the whole 
reached Reduction, a village about nine 
miles from Buenos Ayres, and having 
manoeuvred so as to deceive the enemy 
as to the real point of passage, suc- 
ceeded in crossing the river, with very 
little loss, at Passo Chico. The army 
having been assembled on the right 
bank, oixlers were given for a general 
attack on the town. Great prepara- 
tions for defence had been made by the 
inhabitants ; above two hundred pieces 
of cannon were disposed, in advanta- 
geous situations, in the principal streets, 
and fifteen, thousand armed men were 
stationed on the flat roofs of the houses, 
to pour their destructive volleys on the 
columns who might advance to the at- 
tack. The measures of the English gen- 
era], so far from being calculated to 
meet this danger, the magnitude of 
which is well known to all experienced 
military men, betrayed a fatal and over- 
weening contempt for his opponents. 
The different columns of attack were 
directed to advance by the principal 
streets to the greatsquare near the river 
Plata ; but, by an inconceivable over- 

* '* As it has been thought advisable," 
said Hr Windham in his official oxden; 
*' that an officer of high rank, as well as tal- 
ent and judgmoutt should be sent to tiJce 
the command of his Majesty's forces in 
South America, it was his Majesty's pleasure 
to make choice for that purpose of General 
Whitelocke."— Jfr Windham'a Itutntetiotuto 
General WhUdocke, 5th March 1807 ; Ann. Reg. 
1807. 218. 



sight, they were not allowed to load their 
pieces, and no firing was permitted till 
they had reached the final place of their 
destination. The consequence waa, that 
those brave men were exposed, as they 
advanced through the long streets lead- 
ing to the great square, without the 
possibility of returning it, to a destruc- 
tive shower of musketry, hand-grenadeb, 
and stones from the tops of the houses^ 
all of which were flat and covered with 
an armed and enthusiastic population ; 
while strong barricades were drawn at 
intervals across the streets, guarded by 
a plentiful array of heavy artillery. 

49. Notwithstanding all these ob- 
stacles, however, the foimidable nature 
of which was so fiitally experienced by 
the royal guard of Charles X. in the 
streets of Paris in 18S0, Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, by a vigorous attack on the 
right, made himself master of the Plasa 
de Toros, took eighty*two pieces of can- 
non, an immense quantity of anununi- 
tion, and six hundred prisoners. G(en* 
ei'al Whitelocke himself had gained 
possession of an advanced post in the 
centre, and the Becedencia, a com- 
manding station on the left, had also 
fallen into the hands of the British. 
But these advantages were dearly pur- 
chased ; and in other quarters the 
plunging fire to which the troops were 
exposed, without the possibility of re- 
turning it, h<d proved so destructive^ 
that three regiments had been com- 
pelled to lay down their arms, and the 
attacking force was weakened by the loos 
of twenty-five hundred men. On the 
following morning the Spanish general, 
Lini^res, ofiered to restore all the pri- 
soners who had been taken, on condi- 
tion that the British forces should 
withdraw altogether from Montevideo, 
and all the settlements which they held 
on the Rio de la Plata. Such was the 
consternation produced by the disas- 
ters of the preceding day, and such the 
difficulties with which the further pro- 
secution of the enterprise appeared to 
be attended, that, notwithstanding the 
brilliant success of Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty, and the capture of so huge a 
portion of the enemy's artillezy, these 
terms were agreed to, and a capitula- 
tion, in virtue of which the whole Brit- 
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ish troope were withdrawn from the 
river Plata, was signed on the follow- 
ing day. 

50. The public indigDaiion knew no 
bounds when the calunitous issue of 
this expedition was made known in 
Great Britain ; and the outcry was the 
more vehement, from the glorious suc- 
cesses at Monte Video having inspired 
the people with an unreasonably low 
opinion of the South American foroea 
So violent was the clamour, that gov- 
ernment, in order to appease it, were 
compelled to bring General Whitelocke 
to trial; and the court-martial which in- 
vestigated the chai'ges brought against 
him in January 1809, sentenced him to 
be cashiered and dismissed fr^m his 
Majesty's service. No opinion, how- 
ever, can be formed of the real merits 
of the case from this decision, whatever 
may have been the respectability of the 
officers composing it ; for such was the 
happy ignorance which then generally 
prevailed in Great Britain on military 
subjects, that the members of the court- 
martial required to be told what the 
right bank of a river in military lan- 
guage means; and such is frequently 
the vehemence and unreasonableness 
of the public mind in England, on such 
occasions, that the strength of scareely 
any intellect is equal to withstanding 
the torrent. The examples, also, of 
Saragossa, Gerona, and Paris have, 
since that time, abundantly demon- 
strated that the resistance of an insur- 
gent population, in barricaded streets 
and on the roofs of stone houses, is 
often extremely formidable, even to 
powerful bodies of disciplined troops. 

51. But on a calm retrospect of these 
transactions, at this distance of time, 
it cannot be denied that an energetic 
and skilful general might, in all proba- 
bility, have extricated the British army, 
if not with honour, at least without 
disgrace, from this ill-concerted enter- 
prise. The order to traverse the streets 
with muskets unloaded, after a despe- 
rate resistance was prepared and fore- 
seen, though expressly approved of by 
the court-martial, seems hardly recon- 
cilable to any rule of military policy 
or common sense; and above all, the 

VOL. VI. 



omission to take advantage of the great 
success of Sir Samuel Auchmuty, and 
the powerful train of artillery which 
he had captured, if not to achieve suc- 
cess, at least to avert dishonour, must 
justly be considered as a matter of re- 
proach to the British general Much 
allowance must, however, be made for 
the critical situation of an inexperi- 
enced officer, plunged, in his first essay 
in a separate command, in difficulties 
under which the intellects of Marmont 
and Lefebvre subsequently reeled. But 
the same excuse cannot be made for 
the government, which selected for so 
important a service an officer unknown 
to fame, when many others had proved 
their capacity even in the compara- 
tively inconsiderable military opera- 
tions in which England had hitherto 
been engaged.* But this weight of 
secret parliamentary influence is the 
inherent bane of a free constitution ; 
it appeared afterwards, on a still greater 
scale, on occasion of Hhe Walcheren ex- 
pedition, and continued to paralyse all 
the military operations of England, till 
the commanding genius of Wellington 
burst through the trammels, and fixed 
the flickering light of its glory in a star 
of unquenchable lustre. 

52. In other colonial transactions, the 
British arms during this administra- 
tion were more prosperous. .Cura9oa, 
early in the year, was taken, with 
hardly any resistance, by a squadron 
of frigates under the command of Cap- 
tain Biisbane ; the advantages of shar- 
ing in British commerce, and obtaining 
the protection of the British flag, hav- 
ing now disposed the planters, in all 
the colonial possessions of other states, 
to range themselves under its banners. 
Soon after, a regular constitution was 

* The appointmeDt of General Whitelocke 
over the head of Sir Samuel Auchmuty, the 
hero of Honte Video, appears the strongest 
confirmation of these remarks, but in reality 
it is not so ; for that town was stormed on 
Feb. 2, and General Whitelocke's appoint- 
ment is dated March 6, in the same year : so 
that the one was not known when the other 
took plape. It is the overlooking the many 
ofBoera who had distinguished themselves in 
Egypt, India, and at Haida, which forma 
the real reproach to the British government 
on this occasion. 

2a 
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prodaimed in Hayti, by which Blayery 
waa for ever aboliahed ; property and 
persona were placed under the safe- 
guard of the law ; the first magistrate 
of the republic was declared the gene- 
ralissimo of its forces by sea and land; 
and a code established, breathing a 
spirit of ^dsdom, philanthropy, and 
moderation. The establishment of such 
a republican goYemment, coming so 
soon i^Eter the heroic resistance which 
the negroes had opposed to the at- 
tempt at their subjugation by Napo- 
leon, would have been a subject of the 
highest interest, and deserving of the 
warmest sympathy of every friend to 
humanity, were it not that experience 
has since abundantly proved, what his- 
torical information might even then 
have too clearly led the well-informed 
to anticipate, that all such attempts at 
the regeneration of mankind by sudden 
changes, are not only delusive, but per- 
nicious ; that to give to savages the liber- 
ty and institutions of civiliisation, is to 
consign them to immediate suffering 
and ultimate slavery ; and that every 
attempt to transfer at once into one 
age or nation the institutions of an- 
other, is as hopeless a task as to 
expect in the nursery -seedling the 
strength and solidity of the aged oak, 
or in the buoyancy and irreflection of 
childhood the steadiness and perseve- 
rance of maturer years. 

58. This untoward expedition to the 
shores of the La Plata was not the only 
one which brought disgrace upon the 
arms of England at this period — enter- 
prises equfdly unfortunate took place 
both on the shores of the Bosphorus 
and the banks of the Nile.^ It has been 
already mentioned, that Russia had 
unhappily selected the moment when 
the Prussian war, if not actually com- 
menced, was at least obviously ap- 
proaching, to invade the provinces of 
Wallachia and Moldavia by the army 
of Qeneral Michelson, and we have 
noticed the disastrous effect which that 
distraction of force had upon the issue 
of the contest on the Vistula. This 
iiTuption, however ill-timed or impru- 
dent» when so serious a war nearer 
home awaited the Russian forces, was 
nut, however, unjustifiable ; on the 



contrary, it was provoked by the am- 
bition of the French government, and 
the intrigues of their ambassador at 
Constantinople, which, by precipitat- 
ing the Divan into a breach of the ex- 
isting treaty with the court of Russia^ 
gave to that power too plausible a 
ground for resuming its long-cherished 
schemes of ambition on the banks of 
the Danube. 

54. By the treaty of Jassy, which 
terminated the bloody and disastrooa 
war which the Turks had long waged 
with the might of Muscovy and the 
genius of Suwarroff, it had been cove- 
nanted that the hospodars, or gover- 
nors, of Wallachia and Moldavia should 
not be dismissed from their high func- 
tions for the space of seven years ; and, 
by the supplementary treaty of 24th 
September 1802, it had been expressly 
stipulated, in addition, that they should 
not be removed without the consent of 
Russia. No sooner, however, had it 
become evident to Napoleon that a 
war was impending with Prussia and 
Russia, than he despatched a firm and 
skilful ambassador to Constantinople, 
with instructions to do everything in 
his power to produce a rupture between 
the Turks and Russians, and in this 
manner effect a powerful diversion to 
the Muscovite forces on the banks of 
the Danube. This diplomatic agent 
was General Sebastiani, a military offi- 
cer of great experience, and whose sub- 
tile and penetrating genius, formerly 
nourished in a cloister, and since ma- 
tured amid the experience of camps, 
was admirably adapted for the mingled 
acuteness and resolution required in 
the mission with which he was now 
intrusted. His secret instructions were, 
in the first instance, to endeavour to 
procure the difminaal from the govern- 
ment of these provinces of the Princes 
Ipsilanti and Morusi, who were in the 
interest of Russia, and place in their 
stead princes of the rival families of 
Su2zo and Callimachi, who it was 
known would incline to the French 
alliance. 

55. "When Sebastiani arrived at the 
Turkish capital, in August 1806, he 
found mattov in a situation extremely 
favourable to the attainment of these 
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objects. The Sultatin, in his attempts 
to introduce the European tactics and 
discipline into his armies, of the need 
of which the recent wars with Russia 
had afforded repeated and fatal expe- 
rience, and of which a detailed account 
will be given in a future chapter, had 
become embarrassed with very serious 
difficulties. He found himself obsti- 
nately resisted not only by the proud 
and disorderly bands of the Janizaries, 
but by that powerful party in all the 
Ottoman provinces who were attached 
to their national and religious institu- 
tions, and regarded the introduction 
of European customs, whether into the 
army or the state, as the first step to 
national ruin. In this extremity, he 
gladly embraced the proffered council 
and assistance of the French ambassa- 
dor, who represented a power which 
naturally connected itself with the in- 
novating party in every other state, 
and whose powerfHil armaments, al- 
ready stationed in Dalmatia, promised 
the only effectual aid which could be 
looked for from the European nations 
against the Turkish malcontents, whom 
it was well known Russia was disposed 
to support The dif&culty arising from 
the necessitv, in terms of the treaty, of 
consulting Kussia in regard to the re- 
moval of the obnoxious hospodars, was 
strongly felt ; but the art of Sebastiani 
prevuled over every dif&culty. At a 
private conference with the Sultaun in 
person, he succeeded in persuading that 
unsuspecting sovereign that the clause 
in the convention of 1802 applied only 
to the removal of the waiwodes on the 
ground of maladministration in their 
respective provinces, but could not ex- 
tend to a case where it was called for 
by the general interests of the empire ; 
and that the present was an instance of 
the latter description, from the noto- 
rious intrigues of those princes with 
the hereditary enemies of the Ottoman 
faith : and, in pursuance of these re- 
presentations, a hatti-scheriff appeared 
on the 80th August, dismissing the 
reigning hospodufi, and appointing 
Princes Suzzo and CaUimachi in their 
room. 

56. This decisive step was taken by 
the Sublime Porte not only without the 



concurrence of Russia, but without the 
knowledge of any members of the di- 
plomatic body at Constantinople ; and 
as its immediate effect in producing 
a rupture between the Divan and the 
court of St Petersburg was distinctly 
foreseen, the effect produced by its pro- 
mulgation was very great. The Rus- 
sian ambassador, M. Italinski, loudly 
complained of the infraction of the 
treaty, in which he was powerfully sup- 
ported by Mr Arbuthnot, the minister 
of Great Britain, who openly threaten- 
ed an immediate attack on the Turk- 
ish capital from the fleets of their 
respective sovereigns. Sebastiani, how- 
ever, skilfully availed himself of the 
advantages which the course of events 
gave him, to secure and increase the 
French influence with the Divan. No 
sooner, therefore, did intelligence ar- 
rive of the refiisal of the Russian 
government to ratify the treaty con- 
cluded by d'Oubril at Paris, than he 
renewed his efforts, and, representing 
the cause of France as now identified 
with that of the Sublime Porte, loudly 
demanded that the Bosphorus should 
be dosed to Russian vessels of war or 
transports, and announced that any 
continuation or renewal of aUiance with 
England or Russia would be consider- 
ed as a declaration of war against the 
French Emperor. These remonstrances 
proved successful; and a few days 
afterwards a Russian brig, which pre- 
sented itself at the mouth of the Bos- 
phorus, was denied admission. These 
measures irritated so violently the Rus- 
sian ambassador, that he embarked on 
board the English frigate Canopus, 
and threatened instantly to leave the 
harbour, if the dismissed hospodars 
were not forthwith reinstated in their 
possessions. In these efforts he was 
powerfdlly seconded by Kr Wellesley 
Pole, who, in Uie absence of Mr Ar^ 
buthnot, detained by fever At Buyuck- 
dere, presented himself before ihe 
Divan in his riding-dress, with a whip 
in his hand, and peremptorily announ- 
ced, that if the demands of Russia 
were not instantly acceded to, a Britiidi 
fleet would enter the Dardanelles and 
lay the capital in ashes. Intimidated 
by this bold languftge, as well as the 
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haughty air of the person who used it, 
and secretly aware of the weakness of 
the defences of the capital on that side, 
the counsellors of Selim recommended 
a temporary concession to the demands 
of the allied powers; the hospodars 
were i*einstated in their goTcmments, 
and ample promises made to the Rus- 
sian ambassador of satisfaction for all 
his demands. But these conciliatory 
measures were only intended to gain 
time ; and in a secret conference with 
Sebastiani, the Sultaun informed that 
minister that he had only yielded to 
the storm till he was in a condition 
to brave it, and that his policy, as well 
as his inclinations, inseparably united 
him with the Emperor Napoleon. 

67. Matters were now, to all appear- 
ance, accommodated between the Divan 
and the cabinet of St Petersburg ; but 
the great distance between the two 
Capitols brought on a rupture when all 
cases of irritation had ceased, at the 
point where their interests came into 
collision. As soon as intelligence of 
the dismissal of the hospodars reached 
the Russian cabinet, they despatched 
orders to General Michelson, whenever 
his preparations were completed, to 
enter the Turkish territory ; and when 
intelligence was received of their being 
reinstoted on the 15th October, which 
did not arrive at the Russian capital 
till the beginning of November, it was 
too late to prevent the fulfilment of 
the previous orders and the commence- 
ment of hostilities. Michelson accord- 
ingly entered Moldavia on the 28d 
November, and having once drawn the 
sword, the cabinet of St Petersburg 
had not sufficient confidence in the 
sincerity of this forced submission on 
the part of the Sublime Porte, to re- 
store it to its sheath ; or possibly they 
were not sorry of an opportunity of 
extending themselves towards the Dan- 
ube, and advancing their peimanent 
schemes of conquest towards Constan- 
tinople. Notwithstanding the restora- 
tion of the hospodars, therefore, their 
armies continued to advance, driving 
the Turks before them, to the no small 
confusion of M. Italinski, who had uni- 
formly declared, both in public and 
private^ that^ as soon as that event was 



known at St Petersburg, their march 
would be countermanded. 

58. Sebastiani, meanwhile, made the 
best use of this now unjustifiable in- 
vasion, as well as of the consternation 
produced by the victories of Napoleon 
in Prussia, to increase the French in- 
fluence with the Divan. He strongly 
represented that this was the tiine, 
when Russia was already hard pressed 
by the victorious arms of the French 
Emperor on the Vistula, to throw their 
weight into the scale, and regain, in a 
single successful campaign, the influ- 
ence and possessions which had been 
wrested from them by their inveterate 
enemies diuing more than a century of 
previous misfortunes. Persuaded by 
such plausible arguments, and irritated 
at the continued stoy of the Russian 
troops in the principalities, after the 
causes which had justified their en- 
trance into them had ceased, the hesi- 
tation of the Divan was at length over- 
come, and war was formally declared 
against Russia in the end of the year. 
To protect the Muscovite ambassador 
from the fury of the Mussulmans, 
which was now fully aroused, the Sul- 
taun stotioned a guard of janizaries 
over his palace. Mr Arbuthnot strongly 
remonstrated against his being sen^ 
according to previous custom, to the 
Seven Towers. General Sebastiani had 
the generosity to employ his powerful 
infiuence for the same purpose ; and, 
by their united infiuence, this barbarous 
practice was discontinued, and M. Ital- 
inski was permitted to embark onboard 
the English frigate Canopus, by which 
he was soon after conveyed into Italy. 
Less humane, however, towards his 
own satraps than towards the ambas- 
sadors of his enemies, the Sultaun 
despatched his messengers with the 
bowstring to Prince Ipsilanti ; but that 
nobleman, in whom enei^.of mind 
supplied the want of bodily strength, 
succeeded in throwing down the exe- 
cutioners after they had got hold of 
his person, and had the good fortune 
to escape into Russia. 

59. Though war was thus resolved 
on, the Porte was far from being in a 
condition at the moment to oppose any 
effectual resistanoe to the powerful 
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army of G^eral MiclieiBOXi, which had 
entered the principalities of Wallachia 
and Moldavia. Forty thousand Russian 
troops, amply proyided with every 
necessary, were irresistible. Moldavia 
was speedily overrun; the victorious 
bands, foUowing up their success, en- 
tered Wallachia ; a tumultuary force 
which the Pasha of Roudchouck had 
raised to arrest their progress was de- 
feated ; and Bucharest, the capital of 
the latter province, and a city contain- 
ing eighty thousand inhabitants, fell 
into their hands. Before the end of 
the year, and before war had been for- 
mally declared on either side, they 
were already masters of all the terri- 
tory to the north of the Danube ; and 
their outposts, prepariog to cross that 
river, were in communication with 
Czemi George, the chief of Servia, who 
had revolted from the Grand Seignior, 
defeated his forces in several encoun- 
ters, and was at this time engaged in 
the siege of the important fortress of 
Belgrade. 

60. The rapidity and magnitude of 
these successes, however, was the oc- 
casion of no small disquietude to the 
court of St Petersburg. Th^ had 
now felt the weight of the French 
troops on the Vistula ; their arms had 
reti^d from doubtful and well-debated 
fields at Golymin and Pultusk; and 
they had become sensible of the im- 
prudence of engaging at the same time 
in another contest, and dispersing on 
the banks of the Danube the troops so 
imperiously required for tiie defence 
of their own frontier. Already an or- 
der had been despatched to recall four 
divisions to support the extreme left 
of the army in Poland, whose arrival 
and operations under Essen, against 
Savary at Ostrolenka, have already 
been noticed. But this was not suffi- 
cient ; their diminished forces on the 
Danube might be exposed to serious 
danger from the efifoi*ts, and now fully 
aroused national spirit, of the Turks ; 
and as the duration of the contest with 
Fi-ance could not be foreseen, it was of 
the utmost moment to deprive the 
Emperor Napoleon of that powerful 
co-operation which he was likely to 
derive from the war so imprudently 



lighted up on the southern frontier of 
the empil^ The naval forces of Eng- 
land appeared to be precisely calculat- 
ed to effect this object; and as they 
were cruising at no great distance in 
the jEgean Sea, it was hoped that a 
vigorous demonstration against Con- 
stantinople might at once terminate 
the contest in that quarter. Applica- 
tion was made to the British govern- 
ment for this purpose ; and the cabinet 
of St James's, however unwilling, un- 
der the direction of Mr Fox's succes- 
sora, to engage in any military enter- 
prises in conjunction with the Conti- 
nental powei's, was not avene to the 
employment of its naval forces in sup- 
port of the common cause. They felt 
the necessity of doing something, after 
the refusal of both subsidies and land 
forces to Russia, to convince that 
power of the sincerity of its desire 
with its appropriate weapons to main- 
tain the contest. Instructions, there- 
fore, were given to Sir John Duck- 
worth, who at the close of the year 
was cruising off Ferrol with four ships 
of the line, to proceed forthwith to the 
mouth of the Dardanelles, where Ad- 
miral Louis was already stationed with 
three line-of-battle ships and four frig- 
ates ; and his orders were to force the 
passage of these celebrated straits, and 
compel the Turks, by the threat of an 
immediate bombardment^ into a re- 
linquishment of the French, and adop- 
tion of the Russian and English alliance. 
61. The Hellespont or Dardanelles, 
which, from the days of Homer and the 
war of Troy to these times, has been 
the theatre of the most important 
operations in which the fates of Europe 
and Asia were concerned, is formed by 
the nari'ow strait through which the 
waters of the Black Sea discharge 
themselves from the lesser expanse of 
Marmora into the Mediterranean. Its 
breadth varies from one to three miles ; 
but its course, which is very winding, 
amounts to nearly thirty ; and the 
many projecting headlands which ad- 
vance into the stream, afford the most 
favourable stations for the erection of 
batteiies. Its banks are less precipit- 
ous and beautiful than those of the 
Bosphonis — ^which is the appellation 
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bestowed on the still more bold and 
romantic channel which unites the 
Sea of Mannora to the Euxine — ^but 
tiiey possess, both from historical as- 
sociation and natural yariety, the high- 
est interest; and few persons who have 
received even the rudiments of educa- 
tion can thread their devious way 
through the winding channel and smil- 
ing steeps, which resemble the shores 
of an inland lake rather than the 
boundary of two continents, without 
recurring in imagination to the exploits 
of Ajax and Aclulles, whose tombs still 
stand at the entrance of the strait ; 
the loves of Hero and Leander, yet 
fresh in the songs of the boatmen ; the 
memorable contests of which it was the 
theatre during the Byzantine empire, 
the glowing picture by Gibbon of the 
Latin Crusade, the inimitable pictures 
by Lamartine of its romantic scenes, 
and the thrilling verses of Lord Byron 
on its classic shores. 

62. The fortifications of these im- 
portant straits, the real gates of Con- 
stantinople, had been allowed to fetll 
into disrepair. The Castles of Europe 
and Asia, indeed, still stood in frown- 
ing majesty to assert the dominion of 
the Crescent at the narrowest part of 
the passage ; but their ramparts were 
antiquated, their guns in part dis- 
mounted, and such as remained, though 
of enormous calibre, little calculated 
to answer the rapidity and precision 
of an English broadside. The efforts 
of Sebastiani, seconded by the spirit 
of the Turks, whose religious enthusi- 
asm was now fully awakened, had en- 
deavoured in vain to attract the at- 
tention of the Divan to the danger 
which threatened them in this quarter. 
True to the Mussulman principle of 
foreseeing nothing, and judging only of 
the future by the past, they bent their 
whole attention te the war on the Dan- 
ube, and despatched all their dispos- 
able forces to arrest the progress of the 
Servians and Ozemi George, when a 
redoubtable enemy threatened them 
with destruction at the mouth of the 
Dardanelles. Duly informed of these 
circumstances, Mr Arbuthnot was no 
sooner apprised of the arrival of Sir 
John Duckworth off Tenedos, than he 



delivered the nltimstum of Great Bri- 
tain, which was the immediate dismifl- 
sal of M. Sebastiani, the acoeaaioii. at 
Turkey to the alliance of Ensaia and 
Great Britain, and the opening of the 
Dardanelles' to the vessels of RuBsia. 
These offers were peremptorily de- 
clined, and their refusal accompanied 
by a significant hint from General Se- 
bastiani, that the Berlin decree, reoent- 
ly received at the Turkish capital, re- 
quired the immediate arrest of all 
British subjects in all the territories of 
the allies of France, and that Ihirhey 
was one of these aUies, Deeming bis 
stay at Constantinople no longer secoic^ 
Mr Arbuthnot, under colour of going 
to dine with Admiral Louis, who in 
the Endymion frigate lay off Seraglio 
Point, vTithdrew from Constantinople, 
having first recommended his family 
to the care of Gkneral SebaatianL 
That general honourably discharged 
the tniust, but he was too skilful not 
to turn to the best advantage so un- 
looked-for an occurrence in his fiavoor, 
and war was immediately declared by 
the Divan against Great Britain. 

63. Hitherto everything had second- 
ed beyond his most sanguine expecta- 
tions the efforts of the French ambas- 
sador, but he was unable to . persuade 
the Turkish government to take the 
requisite measures of precaution against 
this new enemy who had arisen. In 
vain he urged them instantly to put 
in repair the fortifications of the Dar- 
danelles ; in vain he predicted an im* 
mediate formidable attack from the 
fleet of England. Nothing was done 
to give additional security to the strait; 
and the Divan, persuaded that the only 
serious danger lay on the side of 
the Danube, continued to send all 
their disposable troops in that direc- 
tion. Meanwhile the squadrons of 
Sir John Duckworth and Admiral 
Louis having effected a junction off 
Tenedos, their united forces amounted 
to eight ships of the line, two frigates, 
and two bomb-vessels ; but, the Ajax 
.of seventy-four guns having unfortu- 
nately been destroyed by fire at this 
oriti<»l time, the squadron was reduced 
to seven line-of-batUe ships. With 
these, however, the British admiral re- 
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solved to force the passage. Haying 
taken his measures with much skill, 
he advanced with his ships in single 
file at moderate intervals, and with a 
fair wind, on the morning of the 19th 
February, entered the straits. 

64. So completely were the Turks 
taken by surprise, that a feeble desul- 
tory fire alone was opened upon the 
fihips as they passed the first batteries, 
to which the English did not deign to 
reply. But when they reached the 
CaBtles of Europe and Asia, where the 
straits are little more than a mile broad, 
a tremendous cannonade assailed them 
on both sides, and enormous balls, 
weighing seven and eig^t hundred- 
weight, began to pass through the rig- 
ging. The British sailors, however, 
meanwhile were not idle ; deliberately 
aiming their g^ns, as the ships slowly 
and migestically moved through the 
narrow channel, they kept up an in- 
cessant discharge to the right and leffc> 
with such effect that the Turkish can- 
noneers, little accustomed to the rapid 
fire and accurate aim of modem times, 
and terrified at the crash of the shot 
on the battlements around thexn, took 
to flight. Following up his triumph- 
ant course, the English admiral attack- 
ed and burnt the line-of-battle ship 
bearing the flag of the Capitan Pasha, 
lying at anchor in the straits ; Sir Sid- 
ney Smith, the second in command, 
compelled four frigates to surrender, 
which were immediately after com- 
mitted to the flames ; a fiffch, after an 
obstinate resistance, shared the same 
fate ; and a brig, which with difficulty 
escaped from ihe conflagration, had 
scarcely announced the alarming tid- 
ings at Constantinople, when the Brit- 
ish fleet, with all sails set, was seen 
proudly advancing; and cast andior off 
the Isle of Princes, within three leagues 
of Seraglio Point 

65. No words can adequately paint 
the terror which prevailed in Constan- 
tinople, when the increasing sound of 
the approaching cannonade too surely 
announced that the defences of the 
straits had been forced ; and shortly 
after, the distant light of the confla^- 
tion gave token of the rapid destruction 
of the fleet This was much increased 



when a message was received from 
Admiral Duckworth, half an hour after 
his arrival, which, after recapitulating 
all the inistanoes (^ fldelity to the 
Turkish alliance which England had 
so long afforded, concluded by the de- 
claration that if, in twenty-four hours, 
the demands of Great Britain were not 
acceded to, he would be reduced to 
the painful necessity of ooBomencing 
hostOitieB. The capital was totally de- 
fenceless, not ten guns being mounted 
on the sea batteries; and a furious 
crowd was already assembled in the 
streets, demanding the heads of the 
Beis Effendi and General Sebastiani, 
the authors of all the public calamities. 
The consternation was universal ; the 
danger, from having been never antici- 
pated, was now felt with stunning force ; 
and the Divan, having been assembled 
in the first moments of alarm, sent 
an intimation to General Sebastiani 
that no defence remained to the capital ; 
that submission was a matter of neces* 
sity ; and that, as the people regarded 
him as the author of all their misfor- 
tunes, his life was no longer in safety, 
and he would do well instantly to leave 
the capital* 

66. But his answer was worthy of the 
great and gallant nation which he re- 
presented. Becelving the messenger of 
the Sultaun in full dress, surrounded 
by iJl his suite, he immediately re- 
plied — ** My personal danger cannot for 
an instant occupy my attention, when 
the maintenance of the French alliance 
and Uie independence of the Ottoman 
empire are at stake. I will not quit 
Constantinople, and I confidently ex- 
pect a new decision, more worthy of 
Sultaun Selim and the Turkish nation. 
Tell your powerful monarch, that he 
should not for a moment think of de- 
scending from the high rank where the 
glorious deeds of lus ancestors have 
placed him, by surrendering to a few 

* The author has been informed by Sir 
Stratford Canning, the well-known and able 
BxitiBh diplomatist at Constantinople, that it 
ifl carrently stated in the East that Bebastiaoi 
was at firbt disposed to submit, and that it 
was the Spanish ambassador's remonstrances 
which awakened him to the energetic con- 
duct which has shed such a lustre around 
I his name. 
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Eng^h vesBeis a city ooutaimng nine 
hundred thouBand bouIb, and abun- 
dantly provided with magazinea and 
ammunition. Tour ramparts are not 
yet armed, but that may soon be done ; 
you have weapons enough — use them 
with courage, and victory is secure. 
The cannon of the English fleet may 
set fire to a part of the town — granted ; 
but without the assistance of a land 
army, it could not take possession of 
Ihe capital, even if you were to open 
your gates. Tou sustain every ^ear the 
ravages of accidental conflagration, and 
the more serious calamities of the 
plague ; and do you now scruple at in- 
curring the risk of inferior losses in de- 
fence of your capital, your country, 
your holy religion ? " 

67. This noble reply produced a 
great e£fect upon the Divan ; and it 
was resolved that, before submitting, 
they should at least try whether, by 
gaining time in parleying, they could 
not in some degree complete their 
preparations. Sebastiani accordingly 
dictated a note in answer to tiie 
communication from the English 
admiral, in which the Sultaun pro- 
fessed an anxious desire to re-establish 
amicable relations with the British gov- 
ernment, and announced his appoint- 
ment of AUett-Effendi for the purpose 
of conducting the negotiation. The 
unsuspecting English Admiral, who, 
from the illness of Mr Arbuthnot, was 
intrusted with the negotiation, was no 
match for the wily French general in 
the ai*t8 of diplomacy, and fell into the 
snare. The British ultimatum was 
sent ashore the following morning, 
which consisted in the provisional 
cession of their fleet to England, the 
dismissal of Sebastiani, and the re- 
establishment of amicable relations 
with Russia and the British govern- 
ment. Half an hour only was allowed 
to the Divan, after the receipt and 
translation of this note, to deliberate 
and reply. Had this vigorous resolu- 
tion been acted upon, it must have led 
to immediate submission : for the bat- 
teries were not yet armed ; the fleet, the 
ai'senal, the Sei'aglio, and great part of 
the town, lay exposed to the fire of the 
English squadron; and during the 



terror produced by a bombardment^ 
the greater part of the capital, whicli is 
chiefly built of wood, must hare t>een 
reduoed to ashes. 

68. Unfoi'tunately, instead of doing 
this, Sir John Duckworth, impressed 
with the belief that the Sultaun 'wsb 
sincerely desirous of an accommoda- 
tion, and that the desired objects 
might be obtained without the hor* 
rors of a conflagration, or an irrepar- 
able breach with the Ottoman empire, 
imprudently gave time, and Buffered 
himself to be drawn into a negotdation. 
Day after day elapsed in the mere ex- 
change of notes and diplomatic com- 
munications; and meanwhile the spirit 
of the Mussulmans, now raised to tbe 
highest pitch, was indefatigably em- 
ployed in oxganising the means of de- 
fence. The direction of the whole was 
intrusted to Qeneral Sebastiani, for 
whom a magnificent tent was erected 
in the gardens of the Seraglio, and 
who communicated to the ardent mul- 
titude the oiganisation and arrange- 
ment which long warlike experience 
had given to the officers of Napoleon. 
Men and women, grey hairB, young* 
hands, the Turks, the Greeks, the Ar- 
menians, were to be seen promiscu- 
ously labouring together at Uie fortifi- 
cations. Foi'getting, in the general 
transport^ the time-worn lines of reli- 
gious distinction, the Greek and Ar- 
menian patriarchs set the first example 
of cordial acquiescence in the orders 
of government Selim himself repeat- 
edly visited the works ; his commands 
were obeyed by two hundred thousand 
men, animated by religious and patri- 
otic ardour to the greatest degree ; 
while the French engineers, who had 
been sent by Marmont to aid in the 
war with tiie Russians, communicated 
to the busy multitude the inestimable 
advantages of scientific direction and 
experienced skill Under sudi aus- 
pices, the defences of the harbour were 
speedily armed and strengthened ; the 
naval arsenal furnished inexhaustible 
resources ; in three days three hundred 
pieces of cannon were mounted on the 
batteries — at the end of a week their 
number was increased to a thousand ; 
temporaiy parapets were eveiywhere 
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formed with gabions and fascinee, 
where regular defenoes were wanting ; 
the tower of Leander was armed with 
heavy artillery; a hundred gun-boats 
were drawn across the mouth of the 
Gk»lden Horn; twelve line- of -battle 
ships within stood apparently ready 
for action ; fire-ships were prepared, 
and numerous furnaces with red-hot 
shot kept constantly heated to carry 
into the British fleet the conflagration 
with which it menaced the Turkish 
capital* 

69. Although the English officers 
perceived, by means of their telescopes, 
the preparations which were going for- 
ward, and though the peril to the fleet 
was hourly increasing from the long 
continuance of a south • west wind, 
which rendered it impossible to pass the 
straits, yet nothing was done adequate 
to the emei^ency. The ships, indeed, 
were brought nearer to the Seraglio, 
and every effort made to bring the ene- 
my, by negotiation, to an accommoda- 
tion : but the pride of the Mussul- 
mans, now fully aroused, would not 
have permitted the government to come 
to terms, even if dey had been so in- 
clined ; and the influence of Sebastian! 
was successfully exerted to protract 
the conferences till the preparations 
were so far completed as to enable 
them to bid defiance to the enemy. 
The time when decisive success might 
have been attained had been allowed 
to pass away. Four days after the 
English fleet appeared off Constanti- 
nople, the coasts were so completely 
armed with artillery, as to render an 
attack eminently hazardous; in a 
week it was totally hopeless. The ob- 
ject of the expedition having failed, 
nothing remained but to provide for 
the safety of the fleet : but this was 
now no easy matter ; for, during the 
week lost in negotiation, the baUeries 
of the Dardanelles had aJl been armed, 
and the Castles of Europe and Asia, so 
strengthened as to render it an ex- 
tremely hazardous matter to attempt 

* The number of guns mounted on the 
batteries in aix days was 917 pieces of can- 
non and 200 mortars — an instance of vig- 
our and rapidity in preparing the means of 
defence perhaps unparalleled in the history 
of the world.— Habd. zL 486; PiicaJuKL 



the passage. To complete the difficul- 
ties of the English admiral, the wind, 
which generally blows at Constanti- 
nople from the north-east^ continued, 
ever after his arrival, fixed in the 
south-west, so as to render it totally 
impossible for him to retrace his steps. 

70. At length on the 1st Mardi, a 
breeze having sprung up from the 
Black Sea, all sails were Spread, and the 
fleet re-entered the perilous straits. 
But it was not without difficulty, and 
with considerable hazard, that the pas- 
sage was effected. A heavy fire was 
kept up from all the batteries; the 
headlands on either side presented a 
continued line of smoke ; the roar of 
artillery was incessant ; and enormous 
stone balls, some of them weighing 
seven or eight hundred pounds, threat- 
ened at one stroke to sink the largest 
ships. One of these massy projectiles 
carried away the main-mast of the 
Windsor Castle, which bore the admi- 
ral's flag ; another penetrated the poop 
of the Standard, and killed and wound- 
ed sixty men. At length the fleet 
cleared the straits, and cast anchor off 
Tenedos, in such a situation as to 
blockade the Dardanelles, having sus- 
tained a loss of two hundred and fifty 
men in this audacious expedition, 
which, though it proved unsuccessful 
from the errors attending its execution 
in the department of diplomacy, was 
both boldly conceived and ably exe- 
cuted, so faf as the forcing the passage 
was concerned. It produced a very 
great impression in Europe, by reveal- 
ing the secret weakness of the Ottoman 
empire, and demonstrating how easily 
an adequate maritime force, by thus 
bursting through its defences, and aim- 
ing a stroke at once at the vitals of the 
state, could subdue the strength of 
Islamism, and compel the submission 
of a power before which, in former 
times, all the monarchies of Europe 
had trembled. 

71. After the departure of the Eng- 
lish fleets all amicable relations were, 
of course, suspended with the Turkish 
government: the preparations of the 
Sultaun to strengthen the batteries 
both of the Bosphorus and the Dar- 
danelles continued with undiminished 
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activity ; and the influance of Qeneral 
Sebastiam with the Divan became un- 
bonnded. The ease, however, with 
which the BritiBh fleet had sunnounted 
all the defences of Constantinople, and 
the imminent risk which he had run 
of being deprived, hj one blow, of the 
powerful aid of Torkey, gave the ut- 
most uneasiness to Napoleon ; and he 
despatched, without delay, orders both 
to Marmont in Illyria, and Eugene in 
Italy, to forward instantly a number of 
able officers, among whom were Colonel 
Haxo of the engineers, and Colonel 
Foy of the artillery, to co-operate in 
the strengthening of the d^ences of 
Constantinople. Six hundred men 
were directed to be forthwith put at 
the disposal of the Grand Seignior, and 
authority given for the transmission of 
five thousand, with abundant supplies 
in money and ammunition, if required. 
These reinforcements, however, were 
not required ; for though the English 
fleet was shortly after joined by the 
Hussion squadron, under Admiral Sini- 
avin, yet they had too recently experi- 
enced the dangers of the straits to 
venture a second time into them, more 
especially after their defences had been 
so materially strengthened, as they 
soon were, by the operations of the 
French engineers. Contenting them- 
selves, therefore, with taking posses- 
sion of Lemnos and Tenedos for the 
service of their fleet, they established 
a close blockade of the entrance to the 
straits from the Archipelago ; and as a 
similar precaution was adopted at the 
mouth of the Bosphorus, the supply of 
the capital by waterHsarriage on both 
sides was interrupted, and before long 
a very great dearth of provisions was 
experienced. 

72. The Turkish government made 
the utmost efibrts to man their squad- 
ron, but this was no easy matter, as 
the blockade deprived them of all in- 
tercourse with the Greeks, who consti- 
tuted almost exclusively the nautical 
portion of their population. At length, 
however, the scarcity became so great 
that serious commotions took place in 
the capital ; and the government hav- 
ing, by extraordinary severity, forced 
an adequate number of hands on board 



tiie fleet, the Capiian Pasha Tea4»iz«d 
to leave the protection of the forts in 
the DardaneUes, and give battle to the 
Russian fleet. But the result was what 
might have been expected from a con- 
test between an inexperienced body of 
men, for the most pisut unacquainted 
with naval afiairs, and recently torn 
from civil occupations, and a squadron 
manned by seamen who yield to none 
in Europe in the resolution with whieh 
they stand to their guns.* Though 
the Turks fought with great gallantry, 
they could not withstand the superior 
skill and more rapid flre of their anta- 
gonists : four of their ships were early 
in the day drifted out of the line, and 
the unskilful crews were unable, or un- 
willing, to bring them again into fire ; 
the remainder, after this great loss, 
were surrounded, and in great part de- 
stroyed. Four ships of the line were 
taken with the vice-admiral, three were 
burned^ and the shattereid remnant 
driven for shelter under the cannon of 
the Dardanelles. So overbearing did 
the pressure of the Russians at sea now 
become, that it threatened the utmost 
dangers to the Ottoman government ; 
when the blockade of the capital was 
raised, and a temporaiy respite obtain- 
ed by the treaty of Tilsit, which, as 
will immediately appear, established a 
short and fallacious truce between these 
irreconcilable enemies. 

73. Not content with this attack on 
the Turkish capital, the British gov- 
ernment at the same time effect^ a 
descent on the coasts of Egypt. Deem- 
ing the opportunity favourable for re- 
gaining possession of that important 
count^, which was still warmly coveted 
by Napoleon, and the cession of which 
into the feeble hands of the Muasulr 
mans had been long a subject of regret, 
theBritish government resolved to send 
an expedition to the shores of ^e Nile, 
at the same time that it threatened with 
bombardment the Turidsh capital The 
land troops, under the command of 
General Mackenzie, set sail from Mes- 
sina on the 6th of March, and lauded 
near Rosetta on the 18th. Alexandria 

* *• Lay your ship alongside a Frenchman," 
said Nelson, "but try to out^manoeuvre a 
Russian or a Dane." 
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speedily capitulated; Damietta was 
idso occupied mthout reaiatance ; and 
G^eneral Fraser was detached with two 
thousand five hundred men to effect 
the reduction of Roaetta, which com- 
mands one of the mouths of the Nile, 
and the possession of which was deemed 
essential to the regular supply of Alex-t 
andria with provisions. This place, 
however, held out; and as immediate 
succour was expected from the Mame- 
lukes, Colonel Maoleod was stationed 
with seven hundred men at El Ham- 
med, in order to facilitate their junc- 
tion with the besieging force. This 
detachment was speedily surrounded 
by an overwhelming body of Turldah 
horse, and after a gallant resistance, 
which repelled the attacks of their 
numerous squadrons till the whole am- 
munition was exhausted, entirely cut 
off. The promised Mamelukes never 
made their appearance; and Qeneral 
Stewart, severely weakened by so great 
a loss, with difficulty made good his 
retreat, fighting all the way, to Alex- 
andria, where he arrived wiih a thou- 
sand fewer men than he had set out. 

74. The fortifications of that place, 
however, enabled the Biitish to bid 
defiance to their desultory opponents ; 
and it was soon found that the appre- 
hensions of scarcity which had prompt- 
ed this ill-fated expedition to Rosetta 
were entirely chimerical, as provisions 
speedily became more abundant than 
ever. But the British government, in 
which an important change at this 
time took place, became sensible of the 
impolicy of longer retaining this ac- 
quisition at a crisis when every nerve 
required to be exerted to protect their 
shores from the forces of Napoleon. 
It was with lively satisfiiction, there- 
fore, that they heard of the conclusion 
of a convention in autumn, by which 
it was stipulated that all the British 
prisoners in the hands of the Turks 
should be released, and Alexandria sur- 
rendered to the latter; in virtue of 
which arrangement the English troops 
set sail from the mouth of the Nile in 
the end of September, and were brought 
to Qibraltar, where they were stationed, 
ere long co-operating in covering the 
retreat of the royal family of Portugal 



from the Tagus, and ultimately taking 
a share in the glories of the Peninsular 
campaigns. 

75. The public dissatisfaction arising 
from these repeated defeats was so 
strong, that it seriously shook the sta- 
bility of the ministry, and produced a 
very general impression, even among 
that portion of the community who 
had hitherto supported them, that, 
however well qualified to direct the 
state during a period of profound 
peace, and when ample leisure was to 
be had for carrying iuto effect their 
projected reforms, they were not cal- 
culated for the existing crisis, in which 
these pacific ameliorations were of com- 
paratively little consequence, and when 
what was imperatively calledfor wasthe 
capacity of warlike combination. But 
room was not afforded fortius growing 
discontent to manifest itself in l£e usual 
way, so as to affect the fortunes of the 
administration, from another event at 
this time, which brought them into 
collision with the religious feelings of 
the sovereign, and ultimately led to 
their retirement from office. 

76. It has been already mentioned 
that the general question of Catholic 
emancipation was brought forward in 
the session of 1804, and supported 
with all the weight and eloquence of 
the Whig party, (Ante, Chap, zxzix. 
§ 16). The ministerial leaders felt the 
necessity of making some effort, when 
in power, to redeem the pledges which 
they had so freely given when on the 
Opposition benches. Lord Grenville, 
in particular, who had formed part of 
the administration which resigned in 
1801, in consequence of the declared 
repugnance of the sovereign to those 
concessions to the Catholics which Mr 
Pitt then deemed essential to the se- 
curity of the country, considered him- 
self called upon by every consideration, 
both of public policy and private hon- 
our, again to press them upon the legis- 
lature. In consequence of these im- 
pressions. Lord Howiek (afterwaxds 
Earl Qrey) moved, on the 5th of March, 
for leave to bring in a bill which should 
enable persons of every religious per- 
suasion to serve in the army and navy, 
without any other condition but that 
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of taking ui oath ipcoified in tha blD, 
which was repugnuit to do religiooa 
cmiiiioiu. By tho eiiating law, a 
CathoUo iD Great Britain coold not 
riie to ths rank erea of a aubaltem, 
in coQBsquence of the necesaity of offi- 
cers of every grsde taking the Teat 
Oath ; while in Ireland, under an act 
pasaed in the Irish parliameDt in IT93, 
peraona of that FeUgioua perauasion 



nittedta 






in the arm;, excepting commander-in- 
ohief of ik» foroes, maater-^neral of 
the ordnance, or general of the atafil 

77 "Was it prudent," aaid I/ord 
Howick, " when we ware contending 
with ao powerful an enemy, to prevent, 
in tbii mannei, a large portion of tha 
population of the country from con- 
Caning in tlie common defence I What 
can be more anomalous than that in 
one united empire bo great a diaerep- 
sncy should prevail, as that on one 
aide of St Qeorge's Channel a Catholic 
may rise to the highest rank in the 
array, but on the other ha cannot hold 
cren an enaign'a commiasion t It waa 
dedared in 1T93. wheo this restriction 
was remoTed by the Irish parliament, 
by his Uajesty'a miniatera in both 
hoDses, that in two montha they would 
grant a aiinilar indulgence to paraona 
of the Homiah perauaaion in Great 
Britain ; hut thia had narer yet been 
done, andt^monatrcua inconsistency 
continued to diagraco tha lawB of the 
United Eiogdom. It may &irly be 
admitted that the principle of thia re- 
laxation applies equaEy to diaaentera 
of every description, and that it must 
lead to a general adniiaaion of peraona 
of every religioua perauaaion to the 
army and navy ; but where ia the 
danger of such liberality t The pro- 
poaad measm-e only enables tha sora- 
reign to appoint auch pereons to offices 
of high importance. It does not com- 
p^ him to do so ; their appoiotroent 
would stJU depend on the eieoutive 
goremment, wiiich would naturally 
avoid any dangeroua or improper eiei^ 
ciae of ite authority ; and would, on 
the contrary, be enabled to take advan- 
tage, in the common defence, of the 
whole population of the connby, with- 
out any of thoae reatrictionB which 



now, with a large proportion, di 
the apirit or aonred the affection 

75. On the other hand, it waa e 
ly contended by Mr Peroova],— 
objections to ihis measure, stn 
they an, are not so insuperable 
the gyatem of which it forma a 

ciple on raattera of religion, wl 
daily increasing, and threatens 
ultimate results to involve all c 
stitutions in deatniction. If it is 
able to preaerve anything in oar a 
and venerable eatabliahmenta, il 
diapenaable to make a stand at tl 

tial a particular. This raeaauro 
truth, a partial repeal of tha Tea 
if passed, it must at no distant 
lead to the total repeal of that a( 
with it to the downfall of the I 
tant ascendancy in Ireland. The 
cates of the Catholica argue aa if 
measures were calcolated to ai 
toleraljon, whereaa, in reality, t 
their ultimate effaota, thay axe 
lated to destrcy that great n: 
blessing, by aubvarting tha Prot 
establishment, by which toleratii 
been always both professed and 
tissd, and reinstating the Ronu 
which it has been ss uniformly 
diated. From the arguments tb 
advanced at the present dsy, one 
be inclined to_ imagine that thei 
□0 such thing as truth or faleeb< 
religion ; that all creeds were e 
conducive to the temporal and c 
iuteresta of mankind; and that 
vided only the eiiating facats an 
aensiona on the subject could be 
ed, it mattered not to what rel 
teneta either a government or a \ 
inclined. True toleration ia indi 
inestimable bleaaing, but it cona 
pennittiog to every man the fro 
cisa of his religion, not in puttin 
the hands of the profeesois of a 1 
creed the means of overturning 
they will never cease to regarc 
pestilent heresy, and resuming fr 
preaent Protestant poasesacrs tl 
patrimony of St Peter in these ii 

76. " In point of law, it is inc 
to say, that a Catholic who has o 
.1 !__!._ !_ Ireland is lii 



1807.] 



HISTORY OP EUROPE 



881 



any penalties : the Mutiny Act autho- 
rises the King to require in any part 
of his dominions the services of every 
man in his army, and this is of itself a 
practical repeal of the disability affect- 
ing Catholics ; for no man can be com- 
pelled to do what would subject him 
to a penalty. The argument that all 
offices should be thrown open to per- 
sons of all religious persuasions, is in- 
consistent with the British constitution 
as settled in 1688, which is root and 
branch a Protestant establishment. If 
pushed to its legitimate length, it would 
throw open aU offices, even the Crown 
itself, to Catholic aspirants : what then 
becomes of the Act of Settlement, or 
the right of the house of Hanover to 
the throne ? If this is to be the policy 
of our countiy, there is but one thing 
to be done — ^to do eyery thing to trans- 
fer the church lands in Ireland to the 
Catholics, re-establish the Catholic 
faith, and call over the Pretender to 
the Uirone of these realms. These are 
the great and dazzling objects which 
the Romish party have in view ; it was 
to exclude them tiiat all the restrictions 
were imposed by our ancestors on the 
persons professing that faith; it is to 
gain them that all these minor conces- 
sions are demanded by their adherents; 
their advances are only the more dan- 
gerous that they are gradual, unper- 
ceived, and veiled under the colour of 
philanthropy. The Catholics already 
enjoy everything which toleration can 
demand; to ask more is to demand 
weapons to be used against ourselves. 
The consequences of a storm are little 
to be apprehended; it is the gradual 
approaches which are really dangerous. 
If parliament goes on allowing this 

* Subsequent events, more particularly the 
fierce agitation for repeal in 1843, after Catho- 
lic emancipation had been conceded, and the 
miserable attempt at rebellion in 1848, have 
rmdered these early debates and predictions 
on the effects of concession to the Catholics 
in the highest degree curious and interesting. 
Without pronouncing an^ decided opinion on 
a Bulbiiect on which the light of experience is 
(Hily now beginning to shine upon the world, 
it u the duty of tne historian to ux^e the 
discussions on this 8u1:](}ect on the attentive 
consideration of every candid in<iuirer, «ther 
into political wisdom or historic truth. So 
Ux back as 1803, Lord Redesdale wrote to 
government from Dublin :— "The present 



accumulation, U wiU ultimately have 
that extortedfrom its weakness whichits 
wisdom wowd he desirous to withhold,*** 
80. The second reading of this in- 
'teresting bill was adjouiiied from time 
to time, without the nation being either 
alive to its impoi-tance, or awai'e of the 
quarter in which obstacles to its pro- 
gress existed. But on the 24th March, 
it was suddenly announced in the 
newspapers that ministera had been 
dismissed; and two nights after. Lord 
Grenville in the House of Lords, and 
Lord Howick in the House of Com- 
mons, gave a full statement of the cir- 
cumstances which had led to so un- 
looked-for a change. The draft of the 
bill, as usual in all mattera of impor- 
tance, had been submitted to his Ma- 
jesty for his consideration; and it con- 
tained a recital of the Irish Act, which 
opened the army to Catholics for every 
grade, with the exception of the offices 
of master - general of the ordnance, 
commander-in-chief of the forces, and 
general of the staff; and then provided 
that the services of the Catholics 
should be received without any restric- 
tion, and on the condition only of tak- 
ing the oath of allegiance. On this 
bill being proposed, the King mani- 
fested considerable objections to it; 
but these were at length so far oyer- 
come by the representation that the 
measure was a necessary consequence 
of the acts of 1793 and the union, so 
fai* as Ireland was concerned, that 
ministers were authorised to bring in 
the bill, and communications were 
made to the heads of the Catholics in 
Ireland, that they were to be admitted 
to every situation in the army, with- 
out exception. The King, however, 

rebellion is a beginning (mly, that I cannot 
doubt. All the actors have been puppets 
worked by persons behind the scenes. You 
must immediately arm us with a suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus Act But you must 
do more ; you must renew the murtial law, 
or pass some other bill to enable the military 
to act with greater promptitude if the Lora- 
lieutenant shall see fit. We have done all we 
can, but armed rebellion mui^ be met by 
arms. It is as necessary to destroy the 
influence of the terror of the rebels over 
the people's minds, as to meet them in 
the field." — Lord Bvdssdalb to Ma Ad- 
DnroTON, July 26, 1803. Psllbw's ^dmoyUik, 
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had Ubonnd tmder Rome muiapprs- 
heiuioa u to Um extant and tendency 
uf the meaaure whioli ma to be brought 
forward, and belierpd tb&t it was not 
intended to enlaive the facilities of ad- 
miaiion created by tiie act 1793 foi 
Ireland, bat only to mitke that act the 
general law of the empire; for no 
aooner was its import explained in the 
debate which ocotured on the first read- 
ing in the Home of Commona, of which 
an alwlract hag already been giyen, 
than be intimated to the goTemmt ' 
that he had invincible objactioiu 
tiie proposed change.* 

SI. After some inefibctual attempts 
at a compromiBe, miniBteri), finding the 
King reaolute, determined to withdraw 
the bill altogether, and intimated this 
decision to hia Majesty, accompanied, 
however, with the conditions, that they 
should not be precluded from stating 
tiieir opinions on the general policy of 
the meBsarein parliament, and that the; 
shonld be at liberty, &om time to time, 
to bring the matter again under his 
Majesty a consideration. The ^answ 
of the King, after expressing regret 
the difference of opinion which had 
arisen, rejected these conditions as in- 

•lArd aidmoutli stated in the House of 
Loriia,"Thsthe(lARl8idmDii(h)hBdi' ' ' 
to bis iSeiGaty, that he had been iudui 



sot of union, it apmiiod to him 
ao altomativa hut either the repeal 

■ H^BHty thou declared that lie 

jnBeqiiencB of the Irish Act,' OKi 



Tlie answer stated was, that " honaver piin- 
ful his Majestr bad found it to rscoodla to 
bis feelings, tta rsmoTal ofolijections which 
might haTe the most distant ntennu to a 
question which had alread; been the sabject 
uf Biidi Sequent snd distnasing dlemsnon. 



the mmiiq^ofineertf Dfftiifl proposod risusna 
in the NotlN BlU." While, howarer, ihe 
Ktoe to ftr nluetutly aonoeded, be thongfat 
It necesiaiy to dedm that its cnildflof ifo tmt 
tlipfiiTilUT: and ha tnstad this proof of his 
fbrbearaniie would eeoure him from b^g at 
a fliturv period dlstnssad hy an/ fitruer 
mopoial onnacted with the questlan."-. 
raiuw's Lyt lifaidnoiith, IL IM. 4S(t. 



consistent with ihs fundameDtal priii 
oipls of the constitution, that the act 
of goremment ate to be held as tfaoa 
of the responsible ministere, and tha 
the adoptuin or rejectioa of nomSBsnti 
ia to be laid upon his M^eety ; and m 
not less at variance with the faadm 
mental basis of the Act of Settlemeiit 
whkh is rested on the eiclusioD of Ca 
tholioa from the highest offices in th( 
realm. His Uigeaty therefore roqoireij 
a written pledge &om ministers tha4 
they would pnipoee no further coaoes- 
iiona to the Catholics Thia pled^ 
ministen, on their aide, considered as 
inconsistent with the fundamental prin- 
ciple of a free constitution, which is, 
tiiat the king can do no wrong, and 
that the reaponaibility of all pnbUo 
with Ms odviaan. 



change i: 

might at no distant period render a re- 
petition of the proposal a matter of 
neceaait]'. They Uierefore declined, 
though in the most respectful teima, 
to give the proposed pledge, and thfl 
consequence was, that the King, in 
gracious terms, sent them an intinui- 
tion that Uielr services were no longer 
required ; and on the aame day the 
Dnks of Foi-tland, Lord Hawhesbnry, 
and Mr Perceval, received the ro^l 
commands to form a new adminiatfft- 
tion. The King waa perfectly firm on 
this occasion : he himself said he re- 
garded his crown at stake in the qoee- 
tion at isBue.f 

82. Parliament, afterthia unexpected 
event, was adjourned till the 8tJi April, 
and on that daythe new ministers took 
their seats. The change of adminis- 
tration, of oDursa, fbrmed the first and 
moBt aniious subject of debate ; and 
I "The King considers the rtrugglaaa for 
his tlirone ; and he told me but ynteiday, 
when I took ihe great nsl, that ha did sa 
ooD^der Ic, Uiat be must tie the Froteilant 
king of a Froteatant Dountr; ornoklng. Ba 
isnmaikablywe11,flrmBsaUon, phl^ anil 
ODlek bajond example in snj moment ofhla 
Uh. ThalatemlniBtariareHtlsaedthatthe 
King, whose state oT mind the; wen alwijs 
douBdng, has mora aanae and undtntiDdlng 
tiiflo all tha ministers put together: Ihav 
leave him with alUloonvistlDD of that Sict^ 
— LobdBuwk toBav. Dr Bwibk *.prtl 1, 
1807 ; CAHraoA/n Uta tf "» OuoitiUiin, 
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the interest of the country was excited 
to the highest degree, by the argu- 
ments which were urged forand against 
that important and unwonted exercise 
of the royal prerogative.* On the side 
of the former ministers, it was urged 
by Sir Samuel Bomilly and Lord How- 
ick : — " The true question at issue is, 
whether or not it would have been con- 
stitutionally justifiable, or rather would 
not have been a high crime and misde- 
meanour, for any minister to have sub* 
scribed a written pledge that he would 
never in future bring a particular mea- 
sure or set of measures under his Ma- 
jesty^s consideration. If any states- 
man could be found base enough to 
give such a pledge, he would deserve 
to lose his head, and the House would 
be guilty of a direliction of its duty, if 
it did not impeach a minister who so 
far forgot his duty to the countiy. 
This is a matter in which the interests 
of the crown were more at stake than 
even those of the people : for if the 
precedent is once to be allowed, that a 
minister is at Uberty to surrender his 
own private judgment to the will of 
the reigning sovereign, it is impossible 
that the legal fiction, that the king can 
do no wrong, can any longer be main- 
tained, and the great constitutional 

* The new cabinet stood thus : — 

CABIITBT. 

Earl Camden, President of the ConndL 

Lord EIdpn« Chanoellor. ' 

Earl of Westmoreland, Lord Privy Seal. 

Duke of Portland, First Lord of the Trea- 
sury. 

Lord Mulgrave, First Lord of the Admiralty. 

Earl of Chatham, Master-Qeneral of the Ord- 
nance. 

Earl Bathurst, President of the Board of 
Trade. 

Lord Hawkesbury, Home Secretary. 

Hr Canning, Foreim Secretary. 

Lord Castlereagh, War and Colonial Secre- 
tary. 

Mr Perceval, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and Puchy of Lancaster. 

' NOT IM THE CABmXT. 

Hr Robert Dundas, President of the Board 
of Control. 

Mr Geoi^ge Rose, President of the Board of 
Trade. 

Sir James Pulteney, Secretary at War. 

Sir Vicary Gibbs, Attorney-General. 

Sir Thomas Flummer, Solidtor-General. 

Duke of Richmond, Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
laud. 

~PaH. JDebAx. Ill, 



principle, that the acts of the king are 
those of his responsible advisers, will 
be at an end. Who could, in such a 
view, set bounds to the dajigerous en- 
croachments of unknown and irrespon- 
sible advisers upon the deliberations of 
government, or say how fieur the osten- 
sible ministers might be thwarted and 
overruled by imknovm and secret in- 
fluence, which might totally stop the 
action of a constitutional government ? 
The danger of the measure which has 
been adopted is only rendered the 
greater by the announcement now open- 
lymade,tiiat in this, the most important 
step perhaps taken in his whole reign, 
his Majesty had no advisers. The con- 
stitution recognises no such doctrine ; 
the advisers of the King throughout 
must be held to be those who have suc- 
ceeded to his councils. There is no 
desire to bring the sovereign to the bar 
of the House of Commons ; it is the 
new ministers who are reaUy the ob- 
jects of deliberation. The late admini- 
stration was dismissed because they re- 
fused to bind themselves by a specific 
pledge never to renew the subject of 
Catholic concession; a new ministry 
have succeeded them; they must be 
held therefore to havegiven that pledge ; 
and it is for the house to say, whether 
such a direliction of public duty is not 
utterly at variance with every prin- 
ciple of constitutional freedom. 

83. On the other hand, it was argued 
by Lord Eldon, Mr Perceval, and Mr 
Canning : — " The question on which 
the imprudent zeal of the late admini- 
stration has brought them into colli- 
sion with the religious scruples and 
political wisdom of the sovereign is not 
one of trivial moment, in which the 
monarch may be expected to abide by 
the judgment of his constitutional ad- 
visers. It lies, on the contrary, at the 
foot of the whole constitution ; it con- 
stitutes one of the foundations non tan- 
genda nonmovenda^ on which the entire 
fabric of our Protestant libeities has 
been reared. The pi^ent question re- 
gards the transference of the sword to 
CathoUc hands ; the same question 
on which Charles L erected his stan- 
dard at Northampton — ^the intrusting 
the direction of the military force to a 
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party necessarily and permanently ini- 
mical to our F^testant constitution, 
bothin churdiandstate. It is absurd to 
suppose this concession would do any- 
thuig towards satLafying the Catholics 
— ^it would only lead them to make 
fresh demands, and empower them to 
urge them with additional weight ; and 
the consequence of the measure could 
be nothing else, in the end, but to 
bring Catholic bishops into the House 
of Loixls. Waa it surprising that the 
King paused on the threshold of such 
a question, striking, as it eyidently did, 
at the root of the tenure by which his 
own family held their right to the 
throne? 

84. ''In demanding a pledge that 
such a proposal should not be renewed, 
he acted without any adviser, upon the 
unaided dictates of his own masculine 
understanding, aided by the conscien- 
tioua scruples of his unsophisticated 
heart. All the talent of iJie cabinet 
could not blind him to the evident and 
inevitable, though possibly remote, con- 
sequences of such a fatal precedent as 
was now sought to be forced upon him. 
It is a palpable mistake to say he drew 
back in the later stages of the nego- 
tiation from what he had previously 
agreed to : he first gave a reluctant con- 
sent to the extension of the Irish Act 
of 1798 to Great Britain, in the firm 
belief that this was all that was re- 
quired of him,-<Bo the proposed mea- 
sure was explained to and understood 
by him ; and that he was not siognlar 
in this belief is proved by the facty that 
the Irish Secretary had his doubts 
upon it» and that the Irish Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in answer to a ques- 
tion as to the second reading of the 
bill, said there was no particular reason 
for the Irish members being present on 
that occasion, as they were idready ac- 
quainted with the measure. Three 
cabinet ministers, viz. the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Sidmouth, and Lord Ellen- 
borough, refused to concur in the mea- 
sure, when they understood how far 
it was to be carried; the Chancellor 
was not even summoned to the council 
at which it was to be discussed, though 
he was in a peculiar manner the l^eeper 
of the king^s conscience ; and even the 



person who was commissioned to pro- 
cure the King's consent to the measiire 
did not understand the extent to wliich 
it was to be carried. 

85. " Having thus been misled, -whe- 
ther designedly or inadvertently it mat- 
tered not> in so vital a particular by 
his ministers, was it surprising that the 
Eling should have required from them 
a pledge that they would not again 
harass him on the same subject ? Un- 
doubtedly no minister should give a 
pledge to fetter the exercise of his own 
judgment on future occasions; but 
that was not here required ; for if cir- 
cumstances in future might render a 
renewal of the measm'e necessary, they 
might at once resign. The King re- 
garded this measure as a violation of 
his coronation oath, as destructive to 
the Protestant church in Ireland, and 
as likely in its ultimate e£fects to en- 
danger our whole Protestant constitu- 
tion. Unquestionably it was to be re- 
gretted that on any occasion the pri- 
vate opinion of the sovereign should be 
brought forward apaii^ from that of his 
constitutional advisers ; butforthis evil 
those must answer who, by forcing on 
a rash and unnecessary measure, com- 
pelled him to rely on his own judgment 
alone. And it is some consolation to 
refiect^ that^ in proportion as the sove- 
reign has been made more constitu- 
tionally responsible in his own person, 
he must become better known to his 
people ; and the soundness of judg- 
ment> promptness and vivacity of in- 
tellect, which have enabled him to bear 
up alone against the united weight of 
the cabinet^ have only evinced, in the 
more striking manner, how worthy he 
is to fill the throne which his family 
attained by the principle he has now so 
manfully defended." Upon a division, 
there appeared two hundred and fifty- 
eight for the new miniBters, and two 
hundred and twenty-six for the old — 
leaving a majority of thirty-two for the 
existing government.* 

86. Tms majority, though sufficient 

« In 1829, when tbe Catholic Belief Bill 
was introduced by Sir Robert Peel, Lord 
Bldon said in parliament—" If I had a Toioe 
that would resound to the remotest corner 
of the empiircl would re-echo, the principle^ 
that if ever a Roman Catholic isperaltfeed to 
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to enable xninisteiB to conduct the 
public buflinesa during the remainder 
of tiiat session, was not adequate to 
carry on the government during the 
arduous crisis which awaited them in 
the administration of foreign affairs. 
They resolved, therefore, to strengthen 
themselves by a dissolution of parlia- 
ment ; and the event decisively proved 
that tiie King had not miscalculated 
the loyalty and religious feeling of the 
English people in this trying emer- 
gency. Parliament was prorogued on 
ihe 27th April, and soon aSfter dissolved 
by royal proclamation. The utmost 
efforts were made by both parties 
on this occasion to augment their re- 
spective forces ; to the usual heats and 
excitement of a general election were 
superadded the extraordinarv passions 
arising &om the recent dismissal of an 
administration from office, and conse- 
quent elevation of another in their 
stead. All the usual means of exciting 
popular enthusiasm were resorted to 
without scruple on both sides. The 
venality and corruption of the Tories, 
alleged to be so strikingly evinced in 
their recent elevation of Lord Melville, 
after the stain consequent on the 10th 
report of the commissionei's, were the 
subject of loud declamation from the 
Whigs ; the scandalous attempt to force 
the Eing^s conscience, and induce a 
popish tyranny on the land, yet wet 
with the blood of the Protestant mar- 
tyrs, was as vehemently re-echoed from 
the other. ''No Peculation," "No 
Popery," were the war-cries of the re- 
spective parties ; and amidst banners, 
^outs, and universal excitement^ the 
people were called on to exercise the 
most important rights of free citizens. 
To the honour of we empire, however, 
this great contest was conducted with- 
out bloodshed or disorder in any quar- 

form part of the legislature of this country, 
or to hold any of the great offices of govem- 
mentk from that moment th$ wn w Qreat 
Britain U set for ever. (A laugh.) My opin- 
ions may be received with contempt and 
deri^on ; opprobrium may be heaped upon 
their author ; but they shall not be stifled ; 
and whatever calamities may befall the na- 
tion, it shall be known that there was one 
Englishman who boldly strove to avert 
tbem.'» 
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ter ; and the result decisively proved 
that, in taking his stand upon the in- 
violate maintenance of the I^testant 
constitution, the King had a great ma- 
jority of all classes throughout the em- 
pire on his side. Almost all the counties 
and chief cities of Great Britain return- 
ed members in the interest of the new 
ministry ; defeat after defeat, in every 
quarter, told the Whigs how fiu* they 
had miscalculated the spirit of the age ; 
and on the first division in the ensuing 
parliament they were overthrown by a 
great majority in both houses — that 
in the Peers being ninety-seven, in ihe 
Conmions no less than one hundred 
and ninety-five.* 

87. Though this important step of 
the King in dismissing the ministry 
was adopted on his own private judg- 
ment, and from the strength of his 
native resolution alone^ yet it had the 
effect of bringing into a prominent 
place in his councils a man of great 
capacity, who held for nearly twenty 
years afterwards the important situa- 
tion of chancellor, and whose powerful 
mind communicated its impress to the 
policy of government during the most 
momentous period of British history. 
John Scott, afterwards Lord Eldon, 
was bom at Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 4th 
June 1751. He was the eighth son of 
William Scott, a respectable trader en- 
gaged in the coal business in that dty : 
and his elder brother William, after* 
wards Lord Stowell, had been bom on 
17th September 1745, at Haworth, near 
the same town. Thus the same fiunily 
had the singular good fortune of giving 
birth to the two greatest lawyers in 
their respective departments, and not 
the least remarkable men of their day. 
Their father not having been in idT- 
fluent circumstances, they were sent 
to the Royal Qrammar-sohool, a chari- 

* The numbers were^ 
In the Peers^ for the Whigi^ 67 

for the Tories^ . . 164 



H%|ority, 

In the Commons^ for the Whigs, 

for the Tories^ 



Majority, 
—AfUL Rtg^ 1607, 288-239. 



97 

155 

850 

196 
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table establishment in Newcastle, to 
which the sons of burgesses in tiiat 
town were entitled, free of cost. John 
Scott there met a boy of equally ob- 
seore parentage — Cathbert CoUing^ 
wood, afterws^ Lord Collingwood, 
the worthy companion of Nelson and 
St Vincent in the brightest days of 
England's glory. From such humble 
origin did the future rulers and states- 
men of Enghmd at that period take 
their rise 1 

88. William Scotfcy the elder brother, 
early e^oed such extraordinaiy abili- 
ties, that^ at the age of sixteen, his pap 
rents were induced to put him forward 
as a candidate for a scholarship at Ox- 
ford, for the diocese of Durham, which 
he obtained in 1761. This laid the 
foundation of the fortunes both of him- 
self and his younger brother John, who 
at the age of sixteen followed him to 
tliat celebrated seat of learning in 1766. 
William Scott soon obtained a fellow- 
ship, and gave lectures, which were 
much admired, on pubHc law. John 
Scott took his degree in 1772, made a 
runaway marriage in the same year, 
which imposed on him the necessity 
of exertion, and in 1774 and 1775 gave 
lectures cm. law as deputy for Robert 
Chambers, professor of law, for which 
he was glad to reoeiTe £60 a-year. In 
1775 he was called to the bar ; and al- 
though he experienced the usual 
amount of disappointment which al- 
most inyariably, in that profession, 
precedes eminence, yet such was the 
yigour of his mind, and the unconquer- 
able p^rsereranoe of hia diaracter, that 
it soon became e^^ent to his friends 
that opportunity only was wanting to 
make him rise to the highest eminence. 
The opportunity came earlier to him 
than it does to many others wii^ equal 
powers and anxiety to do welL After 
four years of severe labour and no pro- 
gress, he fortunately obtained an op- 
portunity of being heard in a question 
of disputed succession,* in which his 
learning ultimately prevailed wiUi Lord 
GhanceJlor Thurlow, though the deci- 
sion had been adverse in the court 



* Ackrojfd V. Smithion ; ^town's Chancery 
Ccues, i. 605. 



below. That case made hia fortune. 
He was soon after taken into the great 
case of the Clitheroe election, before a 
committee of the House of Commons, 
and, from the admirable appearance 
he made there, rapidly rose to the 
head of his profession. His secret for 
doing so was energetically expressed 
by himself in a few words, " To live 
like a hermit, and work like a horsey" 
— a rule which will probably insure 
success, even to ordinary abilities, in 
other professions besides the bar. In 
1783 he received a silk gown from the 
coalition administration, and in tiie 
same year was elected member of par- 
liament for Weobly. In 1788 be 
was appointed solicitor-general, and 
knighted. In 1793 he was elevated to 
the rank of attorney-general, and in 
thajb capacity conducted the memor- 
able treason trials of Hardy and Home 
Tooke in the succeeding year. Finally, 
in 1801, on the resignation of Ijord 
Loughborough, he was appointed Lord 
Chancellor by the title of Lord EldoiL 
89. Lord Eldon enjoyed a largor 
share of the confidence of G^ige IIL 
and the great majority of tiie royal 
£Eunily, than any other minister after 
the death of Hr Pitt ; and his views 
influenced in a material degree the con- 
duct of that monarch on many im- 
portant occasions, and on none more 
than in the stand he made against the 
Catholic claims in 1806. Similarity of 
character, identity of principles, was 
the cause of this strong prepossession 
and daily increasing influence. Lord 
Eldon was in the cabinet what the 
king was on the throne. Both were 
thoroughly Ekiglish in their ideas 
and character. They had the virtues 
equally with the fiEulings, the excellen- 
cies and the defects of that tempera- 
ment. Moral courage, fearless determi- 
nation in council, was the grand cha- 
racteristic of both. Neither had very 
extensive information out of the circle 
of their professional habits, (if such a 
word can fitly be applied to a sove- 
reign), but both had a large share of 
that strong good sense, practical saga- 
city, and clear perception, which so 
often, in the real business of life, obtain 
the mastery both of knowledge^ genius, 
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«nd accomplishments. "Church and 
King " was Eldon's motto, and adher- 
ence to the constitution in all points 
his ruling principle. He was the last 
of the sturdy old patriots, of former 
and more quiescent days, and stands 
forth in history as the " ultimus Ro- 
manorum" — the latest relic of a race 
which, by their firmness and resolution, 
created the British empire. As a law- 
yer, his learning was unbounded, his 
understanding sound, his memory ph>- 
digk>us ; and although the strength of 
his conscientious feelings in deciding 
cases in the court of last resort often 
led to distressing delays, yet his judg- 
ments, when they were pronounced, 
were almost always rights and have at- 
tained a weight which belongs to none 
others in Westminster HalL 

90. On reyiewing the external mea- 
sures of the Whig administration, it is 
impossible to deny that their removal 
from office at that period was a fortu- 
nate eVent for the lE^tish empire in its 
ultimate results, and proved eminently 
favourable to the cause of freedom 
throughout the world. Notwithstand- 
ing all their talent — and they had a 
splendid array of it in their ranks, — 
notwithstanding aU their philanthropy 
— ^and their domestic measures were 
generally dictated by its spirit ; — they 
could not at that period have long 
maintained the confidence of the Eng^ 
lish people ; and their unfortunate 
shipwreck on the Catholic question 
only accelerated a catastrophe already 
prepared by many concurrent causes. 
External disaster, the reproaches of 
our allies^ the unbroken progress of 
our enemies, must ere long have occa- 
sioned their fall The time was not 
suited, the national temper not then 
adapted, for those domestic reforms on 
which the wishes of their partisans had 
long been set, and which in pacific 
times were calculated to have excited 
so powerful a popular feeling in their 
favour. The active and ruling portion 
of the nation had grown up to man- 
hood during the war with France ; the 
perils, the glories, the necessities of 
that struggle were universally felt ; the 
military spirit had spread, with the 
general arming of the people, to a de- 



gree hitherto unparalleled in the Brit- 
ish Islands. Vigour in the prosecution 
of the contest was then indispensably 
necessary to obtain general support; 
capacity for warlike combination the 
one thing needful for lasting popular- 
ity. In these particulars the Whig 
ministry, notwithstanding all their 
talents, were eminently deficient ; and 
the part they had taken throughout 
the contest disqualified them from 
conducting it to a successful issue. 
They had so uniformly opposed the 
war with France, that they were by no 
means equally impressed, as the nation 
was, either with its dangers or its in- 
evitable character : they had so strenu- 
ously on every occasion deprecated the 
system of coalitions, that they could 
hardly, in consistency with their 
former principles, take a suitable part 
in that great confederacy by which 
alone its ovei^grown strength could be 
reduced. Their system of warfare, 
accordingly, was in every respect ad- 
verse to that which the nation then 
desired, — founded upon a secession 
from sJl alliances, when the people 
passionately desired to share in the 
dangers and glories of a Continental 
struggle ; calculated upon a defensive 
system for a long course of years, when 
the now aroused spirit of the empire 
deemed it practicable, by a vigorous 
and concentrated effort, to bring the 
contest at once to a successful termina- 
tion. 

91. The foreign disasters, which at- 
tended their miUtary and naval enter- 
prises in all parts of the world, pro- 
foundly affected the British people, 
more impatient than any in Europe 
both of the expense of warlike prepara- 
tion and of defeat in warlike adventure. 
The capitulation at Buenos Ayres, the 
flight from Constantinople, ihe catas- 
trophe in Egypt, succeeding one an- 
other in rapid succession, were felt the 
more keenly that they occurred on the 
theatres of our greatest triumphs by 
land and sea, or blasted hopes the most 
extravagant of commercisd advantage. 
And yet it is now abundantly evident 
that defeat on the shores of the La Plata 
and the banks of the Nile was more to 
be desired than victory; and that no 
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oalaxoity could have been so great lui 
the succesaful issue of these ezpedi- 
tions. They wera conceived in the most 
inconsiderate manner, and aimed at ob* 

i'ects which, if gained, must have para- 
ysed the stren^h of the empire. At the 
moment when the armies of Napoleon 
were crossing the Thuringian forests, 
ten thousand English soldiers embarked 
for South America : when the scales of 
war hung even on the fields of Poland, 
five thousand men were sent to certain 
destruction amidst the cavalry of Egypt. 
Their united force, if thrown into the 
scale at Eylau, might have driven the 
French Emperor to a disastrous retreat 
across the Rhine, and induced, seven 
years before they occurred, the glories 
of Leipsic and Waterloo. What could 
be more impolitic than, after Russia 
had given such decisive proof of its 
extraoixlinazy resolution and devotion 
to the cause of Europe, in February 
1807, to send out a miserable little ex- 
pedition to Alexandria in March fol- 
lowing, too large for piracy, too small 
for conquest, and the success of which 
could have no other effect but that of 
riveting the hostility of Turkey to Rus- 
sia and its allies, and thereby securing 
to Kapoleon the inestimable advantage 
of a powerful diversion on the side of 
the Danube? What more impolitic 
than, when the finances of that great 
power were exhausted by the extraor- 
dinary expenses of the contest, to re- 
fuse to the Emperor not only a subsidy, 
but even the British guarantee to a loan 
which he was desirous of contracting in 
the British dominions, unless accom- 
panied by the cession of custom-house 
duties in Russia in security ? — dealing 
thus wi4h the greatest potentate in 
Europe, at the very moment when he 
was perilling his very crown in what 
was our cause, as well as his own, in 
the same manner as a Jewish pawn- 
broker does with a suspicious applicant 
for relie£ 

92. The battle of Eylau should have 
been the signal for contracting the 
closest alliance with the Russiangovem- 
ment — for the instant advance of loans 
to any amount, and the marching of 
sixty thousand English soldiers to the 
nearest points of embaikation. This 



was the crisis of the war : the impru- 
dent confidence of Napoleon had drawn 
him into a situation full of periL For 
the first time in his life he had been 
overmatched in a pitched battle ; and 
hostile nations, besetting three hun- 
dred leagues of communication in his 
rear, were ready to intercept his re- 
treat. No effort on the part of ESn^ 
land could have been too great in order 
to turn to the best account so extra- 
ordinary a combination of favourable 
circumstances ; no demonstration of 
confidence too unreserved to an ally 
capable of such sacrifices. Can there 
be a doubt that such a vigorous demon- 
stration would at once have terminated 
the hesitation of Austria, revived the 
spirit of Prussia, and, by throwing a 
hundred thousand men on each flank 
of his line of communication, driven 
the French Emperor to a ruinous re- 
treat ? Is it surprising that when, in- 
stead of such co-operation, Alexander* 
after the sacrifices he had made^ met 
with nothing but refusals to his repeat-, 
ed and most earnest applications for 
assistance, and saw the land force of 
England wasted on useless distant ex- 
peditions, when every bayonet and 
sabre was of value on the banks of the 
Alle, he should have conceived a dis- 
trust of the English alliance, and 
formed the resolution of extricating 
himself as soon as possible from the 
hazardous conflict in which he waa 
now exclusively engaged f* 

* *' In the foreign office,** said Mr Gin- 
ning, when minister of foreign affairs in 1807, 
" are to be found not one but twenty lettera 
{torn the Marquis of Douglas, ambassador at 
St Petersbuiig, Intimatii^ in the strongest 
terms, that uoJess effectual aid waa sent to 
the Emperor of Russia, he would abandon 
theoontest" Amploproofofthisexistsinthe 
correspondence relating to that subject whieh 
was laid before parliament On S8th Novem- 
ber 1806, the Marquis wrote to Lord Howick, 
afterwards Earl Grey, from St Petersbuw^ 
" General Budberg lately told me that his 
impeorial majesty had expressly directed him 
to ui^ the expediency of mrtial expeditionB 
on the coast of France and Holland, for the 
purpose of distracting the attention of the 
enemy, and impeding the march d the 
French reserves. The extraordinary ex- 
penses arising from the disasters of Prussia 
nave rendered a loan of six millions sterliog 
indispensable, which his imperial majestv is 
exceedingly desirous should be n^otiated In 
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08. To these general eeasures on 
the foreign policy of England at thia 
juncture, an exception must be made 
in the case of the expedition to the 
Dardanelles, It was ably conceived 
and vigorously entered upon. The 
stroke there aimed by England was 
truly at the heart of her adversary ; 
the fire of Duckworth's broadsides was 
concentric with that of the batteries of 
Eylau ; if successful, they would have 
added forty thousand men to the Rus- 
sian standards. This object was so 
important that it completely vindicates 
the expedition ; the only thing to be 
regretted ia, that the force put at the 

Bngland." On 18th December 1806, he again 
wrote — '* At court this morning hig imperial 
mi^esty agidn wrged^ m the strongegt terms, 
the expedience of a diversion on the enemy 
in the north of Europe by a powerful expe- 
dition to the coasts of France or Holland." 
On 2d January 1807—" I have again beard 
the stronffut complaints that the whole of the 
enemy's forces are directed against Russia, 
at a moment when Great Britain does not 
show any disposition to diminish the danger 
by a diversion against France and Holland." 
On January 14tiii — " I must not conceal from 
your lordships that the silence of his mi^es- 
tv's government respecting a military diver- 
aon on the coast of Frsmce, has not produced 
a favourable impression either on the minis- 
try or people of this country." On January 
26th — ' ' Baron Budberg has again complained 
of the situation in which Russia has now been 
placed, having been left alone against France, 
without either support on one side or diver- 
sion on the other." On Febroaiy 4th — 
"During this interview. General Budbei^ 
seized every opportunity of complaining that 
the Russians were left without any military 
assistance on the part of Great Britain." On 
February 15th — " I cannot sufficiently ex- 
press the extreme (uun^jf felt here that some 
expedition should be undertaken by Great 
Bntain, to divert the general concentration 
of the enemy's forces on the banks of the Vis- 
tula." Notwithstanding these and number- 
less similar remonstrances^ and ursent calls 
for aid, the British government didnothing; 
they declined to guarantee Uie loan of six mil- 
lions, which was indispensable to the equip- 
ment of the Russian militia and reserves; 
tiiey sent neither succours in men, money, 
nor arms, grounding their refusal on the 
necessity of husbanding their resources for 
a protracted contest, or a strumle on their 
own shores. On January 18th, lK>rd Howick 
wrote — " In looking forward to a protracted 
contest, for which the successes and invete- 
rate hostility of the enemy must obli^ this 
country to provide, his mijjesty feels it to be 
his duty to preserve as nweh as possible the 
resources to be derived fh>m the a£foctions 
of his people." It is difficult to find in his- 



disposal of the British admiral was not 
such as to have rendered victory a 
matter of certainty. As it was, how- 
ever, it was adequate to the object; 
and this bold and well-conceived enter- 
prise would certainly have been crowned 
with deserved success, but for the ex- 
traordinary talents and enei^gy of Gene- 
ral Sebastiani, and the unfortunate 
illness of Mr Arbuthnot, which threw 
the conduct of the negotiation into the 
hands of the British admiral, who, 
however gallant in action, was no 
match for his adversary in that species 
of contest) and wasted in fruitless 
efforts for an accommodation those 

tory an example of a more ill-judged and 
discreditable parsimony; " husbanding," as 
Mr Canning afterwards said, *' your muscles 
Ullyou lose the use of them." 

The infatuation of this conduct appears in 
still more striking colours, when the vast 
amount of the military then lying idle in the 
British Islsoids is taken into account. Not- 
withstanding the useless or pernicious expe- 
ditions to Buenos Ayres and Alexandna» 
England had still a disposable re^lar force 
of ei{fhty thotuand men in the British Islands. 
Her military force, Jan. 1807, was as fol- 
lows:— 



BSGULABS. 



Cavalry at home^ 
Infantry ditto, 



20.041 
61,447 



Total ditto, 
In&ntry abroad. 
Cavalry ditto. 


81,488 

93,114 

6,274 


Total, .... 

XXLITIA. 

In Great Britain, . 
In Ireland, 


180,876 

63,810 
24,180 


Total, .... 

InfiEmtxy, 

Cavalry, 
Artillery, 


77,990 

254,644 

25,842 

9,420 



Total, . . . 289,806 

Total in arms in British Isles— of whom 
81,488 were regulars, . . 448.784 

But of this immense force, lying within a 
day's sail of France and Holland, and in- 
duding eighty thousand regulars, certainly 
seventy or eighty thousand might without 
difficulty have been sent to the Continent. 
In &ct. in 1809 England had above seventy 
thousand rM^lar soldiers at one time in 
Spain and Holland. Little more than half 
this force conquered Napoleon at Waterloo. 
Thrown into the scale in March or April 
1807» it would at once have decided the con- 
test—Part. Pavfr, July 18^ 1807; Pari JM>. 
ix. Ill, Appendix. 
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precious momenta which should hare 
been devoted to the most vigorous 
warlike demonstrationB. 

94. After all, the unsuccessful issue 
of these ezpeditdons, and the severe 
mortification which tibeir failure occa- 
sioned to the British people, had a &- 
Yourable effect on the future stages of 
the contest. It is by experience only 
that truth is brought home to the 
masses of mankind. Hr Pitt's exter- 
nal policy had been distracted by the 
number and eccentric characters of his 
maritime expeditions ; but they were 
important in some degree, as wresting 
thdr colonial possessions from the 
enemy, and ovexvhadowed by the gran- 
deur and extent of his Continental 
confederaciea. Now, however, the 
same system waa pursued when hardly 
any colonies remained to be conquered, 
and Continental combination was aban- 
doned at the very time when sound 
policy counselled the vigorous and 
simultaneous direction of all the na- 
tional and European resources against 



the heart of the enemy's poiprer. The 
absurdity and impolicy of tliis HygUau , 
glaring as they were, niiglit hare long 
failed in bringing it into general dis- 
credit ; but this, was at onoe eflfecied 
by the disasters and disgrace with 
which its last exertions wex^ attended. 
The opinion, in oonsequenoe;, became 
univenal, tlutt it was impolitic^ as wdl 
as nnworthy of its resources, for so 
great a nation to waste its strength in 
subordinate and detached operations : 
England, it was felt^ must be bit>tight 
to wrestle hand to hand with. fVanoe 
before the struggle could be brought 
to a successful issue : the conqueroiB 
of Alexandria and Maida had no rea- 
son to fiBar a more extended conflict 
with land forces; greater and more glo- 
rious fields of fiune were passiona^j^ 
desired, and that general longing after 
military renown was felt wiiich pre- 
pared the nation to support the bur- 
dens of the Peninsular War, and share 
in the glories of Wellington's cam- 
paigns. 



i 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 
NoTX A, p. & 

Thk state-paper, the most remarkable in the whole Bevolutionary war, as 
oontaining the principles which were constantly maintained and finally brought 
to a succeaafdl issue by Qroat Britain, deserres to be quoted at greater length 
than is possible in the narratiTe of the text : — 

" From the report of Prince Czartoriski, and the confidential communica- 
tions receiTed from the cabinet of St Petersburg, his Majesty perceives with the 
highest satisfiiction that the sentiments of the Emperor, in regard to the de- 
liverance and security of Europe, and its future independence, agree entirely 
with his own. The King, in consequence, is desirous of entering into the 
fullest and most unreserved explanations on every point which relates to that 
great object, and to form the closest union vrith we Emperor, in order that, by 
their united efforts, they may secure the aid and co-operation of the otiier 
powers of the Continent, in proportions corresponding to their ability, to take 
a part in the great and important enterprise on wMoh the future safety of 
Europe is entirely dependent. 

" With these designs the first point is, to fix as precisely as possible the ob- 
jects which are to be kept in view by the coalesced powers. 

** It appears from the explanation which has been given of the intentions of 
the Emperor, with which Uiose of the King are entirely conformable, that these 
objects may be divided into three heads : — 1. To rescue from French domina- 
tion the countries whidif that power has conquered since the commencement 
of the Revolution, and to reduce it to the limits by which it was bounded be- 
fote the Bevolutton. 2. To make^ in regard to the territories so taken fr^m 
France, such arrangements as may at once provide for their own tranquillity 
and happiness, and establish a barrier against the future inrojects of aggrandise- 
ment cf that power. 8. To establish, on the restoretion of peace, a system of 
mutaal convention and guarantee for the securiiy of the different powers, and 
establish in Europe a general system of pnbUo rights. 

" The first and second of these objects are announced in the most general 
terms ; but neither the one nor the other can be considered in detail without 
considering the nature and extsot of the means at their disposal for carrying 
them into execution. The ibst is certainly that which the wishes of the Em- 
peror and King would wish to see established in its fullest extent, without any 
modification or exception ; and nothing less can completely satisfy the views 
which they have formed for the deUverance of Europe. If it were possible to 
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unite to Great Britain and RuBsia, the two other great powers of the Continent^ 
there aeems no doubt that such an assemblage of forces would be at their dis- 
posal, as would enable them to accomplish all that they desire. But if, as there 
is too much reason to fear, it shall be found impossible to make Prussia enter 
into the yiews of the coz^ederacy, it may be doubted whether it will be pos- 
sible to cany on in all parts of Europe the operations necessary to secure tiie 
first object in its fidl extent 

« The second object involves within itself more than one object of the high- 
est importance. The views and sentiments of his Majesty and the Emperor of 
Russia, in striving to bring about this concert, are pure and disinterested. 
Their chief object in regard to the countries which may be conquered from 
France, is to re-establish as much as possible their ancient rights, and to secure 
the wellbeing of their inhabitants : but in pursuing that object^ they must not 
lose sight of the general security of Europe, on which, indeed, that wellbeing 
is mainly dependent. 

" It follows from this principle, that if any of these countries are capable of 
re-establishing their independence, and placed in a situation where they are 
capable of defending it^ such an arrangement would be entirely conformable to 
the spirit of the proposed system. But among the countries at present sub- 
jected to the dominion of France, there are othera to whom such a system is 
whoUy inapplicable, either from their ancient relations having been so com- 
pletely destroyed, tiiat they cannot be re-established, or because they are so 
situated, that their independence could only be nominal, and equally incom- 
patible with their own security, or that of Europe in general Happily the 
greater number stand in the first predicament. If the arms of the Allies should 
be crowned with such success as to despoil France of all the conquests she has 
made since the Revolution, it would certainly be their first object to re-estab- 
lish the United Provinces and Switzerland, and the territories of the King of 
Sardinia and Naples, as well as the Dukes of Modena and Tuscany ; but those 
of Genoa, of the Italian republic, including the three Legations, as well as 
Parma and Plaoentia, the Austrian Low Countries, and the German provinces 
on the left bank of the Rhine, belong to the second denomination. As to the 
Italian provinces which have been mentioned, experience has demonstrated 
that they have neither disposition nor resources to resist the aggressions of 
France ; the King of Spam has too largely participated in the system, of which 
so large a portion of Europe has been ^e victims, to render it necessaiy to 
take into consideration the ancient rights of his fiamily ; and Uie last measures 
of Genoa, and some of the other Italian states, give them no title to appeal 
either to the justice or generosity of the Allies. It is evident, besides, that 
these little sovereignties have no means of maintaining their independence, and 
that their separate existence can serve only to weaken and paralyse the force 
which, as much as possible, should be concentrated in the hands of the principal 
power of Italy. 

''It is needless to dwell particularly on the situation of the Low Countries. 
The events which have taken place forbid the possibilily of their being restored 
to the house of Austria : it follows, therefore, that some new arrangements 
must be made in regard to that country ; and it is evident that it can never 
exist as an independient power. The same considerations apply to the states 
on the left bank of the Rhine ; they have been detached from the Empire^ and 
their owners received indemnities in the interior of Germany. It appears, 
therefore, noways repugnant to the most sacred principles of justice and pub> 
lie morality, to make, in regard to these countries, such dispositions ss the 
general interests of Europe require ; and it is evident that, after all the blood 
which has been shed, there exist no other means of fe-establishing the peaos of 
Europe on a durable foundation.. It is fortunate that such an anaDgement, 
essential in itself te the object which is proposed, may be made to oontribate 
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in the most powerful manner to bring about the means by wbich it may be 

effected. 

« It is certainly a matter of the highest importanoe, if not of absolute neces- 
sity, to secure the efficacious and vigorous co-operation of Austria and Prussia ; 
but there is little reason to hope that either of these powers will embark in the 
common cause, unless they have the prospect of an advantage to indemnify 
them for their exertions. For these reasons, his Majesty is clearly of opinion, 
that nothing could so much contribute to the general security, as by giving 
Austria additional strength to resist the designs of France on the side of Italy, 
and putting Prussia in a similar situation in the Low Countries. In Italy, 
reasons of policy require that the strength of the King of Sardinia should be 
increased, and that Austria should be placed in a situation to furnish him with 
prompt assistance in case of attack. With this view, it is indispensable that 
the territories now forming the Republic of Italy should be given to other sove- 
reigns. In making the distribution, a proper augmentation must be given to 
the King of Sardinia ; and his possessions, as well as those of the grand-duchy of 
Tuscany, which it is proposed to revive, be brought in contact with those of 
Austria ; and for those ends, the Ligurian Bepublic, to all appearance, must be 
united to Piedmont. 

" Sudi territorial arrangements would go far to secure the future repose of 
Europe, by forming a more powerful barrier against the ambition of France 
than has yet existed ; but to render that security complete, it appears neces- 
sary that there should be concluded, at the period of a general pacification, a 
general treaty, by which the European powers should mutually guarantee each 
others* possessions. Such a treaty would lay the foundation in Europe of a 
system of public right, and would contribute as much as seems possible to re- 
press future enterprises directed against the general tranquillity ; and above 
all, to render abortive every project of aggrandisement, similar to those which 
have produced idl the disasters of Europe since the calamitous era of the 
French Revolution."— Sohobll, viL 69 ; Jomiiti, Vie de Napoleon^ I 471, 478. 

In all these varied projects, there is not a syllable either about territorial ac- 
quisition to Great Britain, or the infliction upon France of any part of that 
system of spoliation which she had so liberally applied to other states. The 
whole project breathes only a spirit of justice, philanthropy, and moderation ; 
it contemplates restitution, and restitution only where &at was practicable ; 
and where it was not^ such new arrangements as the interest of the people in 
the territories to be disposed of, and the general safety of Europe, required. 
The world has since had abundajit reason to experience the prophetic wisdom 
of these arrangements, in all cases where they were subsequently carried into 
execution, and to lament the deviation made from them, particularly in the 
final destruction of Poland and Belgium. 



Note B, p. 6. 
FINANCIAL DETAILS OF GREAT BRITAIN FOR 1805. 

QTOOMS, OBBAT BBITAIN. 

Boetraardinary. 

Malt and personal estate duties, £2,750,000 

War taxes, .... 8,800,000 

New war do., .... 1,150,000 

Carry forward, £12,200,000 



